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92 MECHANICS:

known and invariable order, which is soon learnt. - The
first letter of the first word intended to be written, is
taken out of its case, is applied to the edge of the box,
and touching the ruler; it is then pressed down, so that
the edges of the points shall pass through the paper. The
next letter is applied in the same manner beside the first,
and when this is done, the first is taken away and put
into its place, and so on till the word is completed. A
blank type, forming the space between two words, is then
placed, and the second word is then begun and finished
as above described. -

Mr. Gibson truly observes, that an objection may be
made to the cost of the paper, as it can he written in this
way only on one side, and the characters must be at least
as large as full-sized printing capitals ; but this objection
he states is by no means so great as it seems to be,
because waste writing paper, such as has been written
over with pen and ink, will answer the purpose of the
blind quite as well as any other. _

In the course of the inquiry which the subject under-
went in the Committee, a specimen was produced of a
short devotional piece, executed in pricked characters,
and used in the school for the blind at Zurich, Whether
this was pricked by hand or by a rolling eylinder, similar
to that by which dotted patterns are impresse'r.l on printed
calicos, does not appear, but the invention seems at
Zurich only to be used in teaching the blind to read, as
being cheaper and more convenient in its application, than
the embossed types of the Abbé Sicard.

—— e — 4

SIR ; Birmingham, May 2, 1827.

Annexed T hand you a complete explanation of the
method by which I make my types, which I have no
doubt you will fully understand ; and with respect to the
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_apparatus, &c. I presented to the Society, it was always
my intention that it should remain in the possession of
the Society, if they thought it worthy of their attention.
Of course I did never intend, after presenting it to the
Society of Arts, to apply for a patent for the invention,
it being my wish that the publication of it might be as
useful to others as it has been to me. I feel highly grati-
fied for the honour the Society has conferred on me, by
voting me their Gold Vulecan Medal, and shall value it
much more than any thing else that has ever happened to
me in my life.
1 am, Sir,

- &e. &e. &ec. :
A. Aikin, Esq. For GEorcE GiBsoN,

Secretary, &e. &c. M. GiBson,

Reference to the Engraving.—Plate IV.

Fig. 1 represents an open box, and on the right hand
an open drawer, which- contains the apparatus for
guiding the type, and in which the writing is to be
performed.

Fig. 2 is an end view of the same in section ; they are
drawn one-fifth part of the real size: a @ the surface on
which the paper b b, fig. 1, is laid, it is made of different
squares of green baize, or flannel, so as to form a soft
and even cushion one quarter of an inch deep, in order to
receive the impressions of the type through the paper
without injuring them or preventing the bur. The box
is one inch and a half deep above this bed or cushion ; it
is kept down by the frame or bars ¢ ¢ ¢ and d; two brass
racks ¢ ¢, e ¢, are screwed against the end bars ¢ ¢, to
receive two moveable bars f f and g g ; these serve to
hold the paper b b down, also as rulers and as guides to
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the type ; 4 A is a drawer also, one inch and a half deep,
to contain the nests of type 7 ¢, 7 /, and %, they are shown
in section in fig. 2 ; each type has a separate cell, lined
at bottom with a sufficient thickness of baize to receive
the type points, and preserve them from injury. Each
type has a raised letter on its top the right way up, and
as the words are composed by fecling these letters, the
writing is direct, while the type formed with pins at the
bottom is always upside down. The writing being per-
formed on the back of the paper, it is placed upside down,
and the writing is begun on the bottom line, and pro-
ceeds gradually upwards ; thus the puncturing type being
upside down, enables the writer to begin at the left hand,
and spell his words direct, as usual, to the right. - The
notches of the racks are just enough wider than the
letters, to leave a space between the lines.

The writer begins by placing the bar £ f over the lowest
or rather nearest margin of the paper; and then with the
right hand selects the first letter from its cell, suppose
G for the name George, and beginning at the left, places
it against the guide-bar, then with the left hand he
presses it through the paper into the soft bed; he then
takes the next letter, E, and places it against the bar
close to the first, and presses it inj the first letter may
then be removed back to its cell, and the third letter, O,
taken and pressed in close to the second, which then may
be removed, and the fourth brought, and so on till the
word is finished ; then a piece of ivory, /, is taken from
the drawer, it is of the right thickness to form the space,
and is placed against the last letter ; the first letter of the
next word is then brought and placed close to it, this
leaves the right space to divide the words. Two types,
S and O, are shown in fig. 1, as forming part of the
name Gibson ; the type S is ready to be removed, and the
type N is to be brought and pressed down close by the 0;















