Transactions ... for the year 1829. With the annual address / by T. Romeyn
Beck.

Contributors

Medical Society of the State of New York (Albany, N.Y.)
Beck, Theodric Romeyn, 1791-1855.

Publication/Creation
Albany : Websters & Skinners, 1829.

Persistent URL

https://wellcomecollection.org/works/hdx2rmzm

License and attribution

This work has been identified as being free of known restrictions under
copyright law, including all related and neighbouring rights and is being made
available under the Creative Commons, Public Domain Mark.

You can copy, modify, distribute and perform the work, even for commercial
purposes, without asking permission.

Wellcome Collection

183 Euston Road

London NW1 2BE UK

T +44 (0)20 7611 8722

E library@wellcomecollection.org
https://wellcomecollection.org



http://creativecommons.org/publicdomain/mark/1.0/










4

The following gentlemen were invited to take seats
as ex officic Honorary Members.

*Dr. WILLIAM TIBBITS, Pres. Saratoga Med. Society.

*Dr. ELIJAH PORTER, In:tﬁ President do.
*Dr. PETER VAN BEUREN Member of the Lﬁg:slaturr
*Dr. JOHN LINDSLEY, do.

The President and Vice President bein absent,
Dr. Avexaxper Coventry was appointed President
pro tempore.

The following sums of money wer&lgmd to the
- Secretary, as donations to the Medical

By Dr. Stevenson, for Washington Co. M. S. 85 00

Coventry, for Oneida do.
Hale, for Rensselaer do.
M’Clelland, for Columbia  do.
Evans, for Orange do.
Greene, for Jefferson do.
Foster, for Schoharie do,
Doolittle, for Herkimer do.
Ayres, for Montgomery do.

M’Naughton, for College of P. & S.
Western District,

Halsey, for Delaware Co. Med. Soc.

T @it v oot
2828888 8 8888888388

Baker, for St. Lawrence do.
Pennell, for Kings do.
Morgan, for Cayuga do.
Barney, for Saratoga do.
Wing, for Albany do.
Spencer, for Madison do.

The following sums of money were received
by the Secretary, under cover of lefters.
From Cabot Loring, Secretary of Seneca M. S, 2 00
Richard P. Williams do. Wayne Co. é 2 00

Med. Society.
Total, 78 00

A writ for the Medical Convention of 1830, for re-
vising the National Pbarmacopeia was read, and on
motion was ordered to lic on the table.

The ‘Treasurer’s report was received as follows,
and on motion, was referred to a committee, consist-
ing of Drs. Evans, Bay and Wendell.

* detended on the second day of the session.
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The "T'reasurer of the Medical Society of the State
of New-York, reports the following as the state of
the funds, this 3d day of February, 1829.

Cash in hands of the Treasurer, the 7th day

of Feb. 1828, as per report of committee, $119 54
Cash received from Secretary, being the

amount of donations from Co. Med. Soc. 57 00
Cash from Censors of the Southern Dis. 380 00
May 28, Cash from Secretary, for James

Kennedy’s diploma, 10 00

June'7, do. do. do. for Edward L.
Crane’s diploma. 10 00
B226 54

From which sum there has been paid—
To Samuel Maverick, for blank diplomas,

as per voucher No. 1, $12 60
To D. W. H. Shieffer, as per voucher No. 2, 8 69}
To Doctor Williams, for postage, as per

voucher No. 3, 2 372
To Websters and Skinners, for printing

Transactions of the Society for 1628, &c. 77 00

5100 84

Leaving a balance in the hands of the
Treasurer this day, of $125 70

All which is respectfully submitted,

JON. EIGHTS, Treasurer.
Albany, 3d February, 1829.

On motion of Dr. Hale,

Resolved, That the Censors of this Society pro-
ceed to examine Mr. M. Beckwith, who appeals
from the decision of the Censors of Hensselaer
County Medical Society, as a candidate for li-
cence to practice physic and surgery.

Resolved, That in the opinion of this Society, all
appeals of candidates for examination for licence
made from the Censors of any County Medical So-
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to them—the latter feeling has excited distrust in the
efficacy of vaccination as a preventive of the small .
pox. The recent epidemics have given currency to,
and extended, this distrust.

The use of bad matter, has been attributed to care-
less and unskilful vaccinators, more particularly to
those out of the profession ; as this operation is prac-
tised by some females as well as by men. Butis it
not indisputable, that impure virus is too -frequently
used among the respectable and experienced of the
profession ? No physician, perhaps, has a sufficient
number of cascs to enable him always to depend upon
his own resources ; and consequently, has recourse
to his friends in practice, or at a dispensary, for a
supply ;5 and no doubt matter is often used which the
physician at the time would not employ could he ob-
tain better. And it often requires more time and la-
bor to obtain a sufficiency of virus to vaccinate a few
cases than what would be necessary for its insertion
and the subsequent attendance of the cases. We
conceive then, that the remedy to these defects in
vaccination and fo all the errors attending the prac-
tfice—and the ability to derive all the advantages
which it is capable of affording to community, can
only be obtained from the establishment of a Nafion-
al or State Vaccine Institution.

With regard to the protection and encouragement
afforded to vaccination, the governments in this coun-
try have perhaps been behind the most of them in
Hurope. Congress a few years ago established a
vaccine institution in the city of Baltimore ; but
from defect in the plan and the injudicious location,
it has as yet been productive of little or no good. We
are therefore of opinion, that with a little pecuniary
aid from our legislature, a State Vaccine Institution
might be established in the city of New-York, under
such regulations, that while it should secure vacei-
nation to the poor of the city, it would be able at all
times to supply private practitioners with genuine
virus, and also be competent to supply gratuitously
the wants of all the counties and towns in the state :
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so that the inhabitants of the country might as readi-
{y and as fully participate inits advantages as those of
the city. The wants in the country of the benefits of
such an institution, are rendered fully manifest, from
the many who come to the city from the country un-
protected against the small pox.

‘With these views of the importance of the subject
of vaccination, it is therefore |

Resolved, T'hat the Delegate be requested to en-
deavour to obtain the co-operation of the State Sacie-
ty in an attempt to establish a State Vaccine Institu-
tion ; to belocated in the city of New-York.

In addition to the foregoing, there are other sub-
jects of importance to the dignity and prosperity of
our profession—to which we would beg to invite the
attention of the State JMedical Society ;—such are—
the condition of the College of Physicians and Sur-
geons in this city—the growing evil of Intemperance
—the statute regulating the Practice of Medicine, &c.
in this state—the alarming evils arising from the
want of some regulation to govern the vending and
preparing Medicines by ignorant and careless apothe-
caries, &c.

Resolved, therefore, as the sense of the Society,
that the improvement of medical science in this state
and country, is retarded by the pecuniary embarrass-
ments of the College of Physicians and Surgeons in
this city, and as the prosperity of this College is so
much dependent upon the fostering care of our State
Legislature, under the guardianship of the Regents
of the University, that, the State Society be request-
ed to use their efforts and influence for such a grant
from the Legislature as the present wants of the Col-
lege seem to require.

Resolved, That as the recent modified laws, regu-
lating the practice of physic and surgery in this state,
have not been in operation a sufficient length of time
to enable us to judge of their true value, that we deem
it inexpedient to make any alteration in them at the
present time.

Resolved, That the State Society be respectfully
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solicited to oppose its influence to the success in our
Legislature of the application of Thompson,
for the passage of a law providing for the licensing of
Steam Doctors—the danger of whose practice has
- been manifested in many fatal instances. Hence our
opposition to the enact.:ent of such a law is required
not only from principles of humanity—but the honor
and dignity of the profession strenuously call for it.

Kesolved, as the sense of this Seociety, that at
this time, when the feelings and efforts of so many
highly respectable citizens, in different parts of the
country, are aroused against the growing evil of intem-
perance, it becomes the profession of medicine, whose
members are so much better able to judge of the nu-
merous instances of impaired health and premature
dissolution, from the free use of ardent spirits, to prof-
fer their efforts in discouraging so alarming and des-
tructive an evil ; therefore, that our Delegate be re-
quested to solicit resolutions from the State Society,
expressive of the danger to health and life, of the im-
prudent use of ardent spirits.

Resolved, That fiom the increasing number of ven-
dors of medicines, called apothecaries, in the cities
and most populous towns in this state—the numer-
ous and even fatal errors that have arisen from the
ignorance of very many of them, and the necessity
that demands some regulation in this adjunct depart-
ment of the profession—that the Delegate of this
Society be instructed, to use his influence with the
State Society, for the procural of their active exer-
tions in any measures which in their wisdom may be
thought proper, to remedy the evils arising from the
present unlicensed preparing and dispensing of' med-
ical remedies.

Resolved, That the foregoing preamble and reso-
lutions be adopted as the instructions of the Delegate
to the State Medical Society.

Signed, STEPHEN BROWN, Chm. )
Com.

JOHN STEARANS,
JOHN JAS. GRAVES,
.
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A copy from the minutes of a meeling of the
¢ Medical Sociely of the City and County of New-
¥ork,” held by adjournment on the 26th January,
1829. JOHN JAS. GRAVES, Seeretary.

New-York, Jan. 28, 1529.”

On motion, RKesolved, That the above communica-
tion be referred to a committee, consisting of Drs.
Hale, Ayres and Mitchell.

Resolved, That the members of the medical pro-
fession in the Legislature, be requested to take seais
in this Society as honorary members, and that the
Secretary be directed to invite them

Adjourned to meet at 11 o’clock, A. M. to-morrow.

February 4, 1829.

The Society met pursuant to adjournment.

Present—the President, and a quorum of the mem-
bers.

On motion of Dr. M‘Naughton,

Resolved, That Drs. Mitchell, Greene and Wen-
dell, be a committee to wait upon the Speaker of the
Iluuse of Assembly, now in session, and ask per-
mission of that honorable body te occupy the Aﬂ-
sembly Chamber this afternoon at 4 o’clock, for the
purpose of hearing the President’s Address.

T'he Censors of the Middle District reported, that
since the last meeting of the Society, they had ex-
amined and licensed the following geutlemen 5
1828, June 6. Edward L. Crane, Coeymans, Albany Co.

James Kennedy.

Tlm Censors of the Southern District respectiully
veport, that they have examined in the past year three
candidates for licence :

1828, March 6. Frederick W. Ostrander, Queens Co.
April 28. Alexander H. Burrit, Rensselaer Co,
Sept, 26, Edgar Olcott, New-York.

And having found them qualified, did recommend
them to receive diplomas. J. R. MANLEY, Chm.
The fees, amounting to $30, are held EubJect to

ihe Treasurer’s order.
‘The committee appointed to report—Is a diploma
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of membership granted by the Royal College of Sur-
geons of London or of Edinburgh, a licence to prac-
tice physic according to the laws of this state? res-
pectfully report :

That a question essentially the same has been dis-
cussed and decided, in the Medical Society of the
county of New-York, aud the opinion of eminent
legal counsel had thereon ; the result of which is,
¢ that such diplomas, although they entitled to mem-
bership in the various Medical Societies of this state,

ave no right to practice physic, but surgery only.
n this opinion your committee fully accord. Res-
pectlully submitted. J. R MANLEY, M. D. Chm.

On motion, Resolved, That the report lic on the
table.

The By-Laws of the Medical Societies of the
counties of Wayne, Munroe and Delaware were pre-
sented, and on motion referred to the standing com-
mittee on that subject.

The committee appointed on the communication
from the Medical Society of New-York, reported :

That they ha:¢ examined separately the several
subjects contained therein, and are of opinion as
follows :

1st. With respect to a State Vaccine Institution,
your committee are fully sensible that much benefit
might result from such an establishment properly lo-
cated, and would recommend the appointment of a
committee, to co-operate with one from the New York
County Society, to ascertain the best method te pro-
cure the means necessary for such an establishment,

2d. With regard to the state or condition of the
College of Physicians and Surgeons of the state of
New-York, we would express the fullesi confidence
in the talents and integrity of its teachers, and would
recommend that this Society, either by committee or
otherwise, co-operate with the Regents of the Uni-
versity in Frﬂcuring such aid from the Legislature as
shall enable them to sustain the high standing amongst
the Medical Institutions of the union, which the hon-
or of the profession in the state of New-York de-

mands.
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Resolved, That the Censors of the State Medical
Society be hereby instructed, and the Censors of the
respective County Medical Societies be hereby ad-
vised, that in case a certificate of the commencement
of a student’s term of study has not been filed agree-
able to the provisions of the revised laws, they receive
such satisfactory testimony on that point as is attain-
able.*

FEesolved, That this Society will proceed to the
election of officers, immediately after the address of
the President, this afternoon.

Resolved, That after this session, no person be
elected a permanent member of this Society, unless
he has served as a delegate, and been nominated at a
preceding anniversary meeting. '

Adjourned to meet this afternoon at 4 o’clock.

* On the 16th of January 1828, Mr. Stebbins from the committee on]the
Judiciary, to which was referred the engrossed bill from the Assembly for
the relief of Allen M. Wheeler, made the following report to the Senate of
this stale, to wit :

“That from the papers accompanying the bill, it appears that the petition-
er is a student of medicine, who has neglected to file a certificate of the
commencement of his studies, which took place in May 1826, and it
seems to be thought that for that reason, the County Medical Society can-
not admit him to an examination.

By the act of April 20, 1818, revised in chapter fourteenth of the first
part, four years is presented as the term of study to entitle a candidate to
an examination. .

It is also required, that the person with whom the candidate commenc-
es his study, shall file a certiEcate of the fact, and that the day of filing
such certificate shall be the commencement of the term of study.

The committee regard this latter provision, as prescribing a proper mode
of ascertaining the term of study, but as by no means excluding other
means of ascertaining the same fact. The duty is imposed, not upon the
person who is to be benefitted by the performance of it, but upon the physi-
cian with whom the study is commenced ; and whatever might be the con-
clusiveness of such certificate when filed, the negleet of a third person to
file it, ought not, and the committee suppose would not, deprive the can-
didate of a right to an examination, which he acquired by the four years’
study, and that the only effect of such neglect, is to impose upon the can-
didates, the necessity of shewing the fact by other and satisfactory proof,

If such were not the true construction of the law, the committee would
prefer at once to abrogate the provision rather than legislate upon individ-
ual cases of this description, but believing that it is within the power of
the county societies to receive other evidence than certificates where
none have been filed, they think the provision a useful one to retain as a di-
rection to persons having the superintendence of students, a compliance
with which will, in most cases, furnish the easiest and best mode of prov-
ing the regular term of study.”

This report, with the engrossed bill, was referred to the committee of
the whole, and on a subsequent day, the bill was rejected, thus evidently

:muctflnning the apinions expressed in the reporf. (Commrrier or Poprica-
TION,
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The Society met, pursuant to adjournment.

The minutes of the last meeting were read and
approved.

he AxnNvuar Apbress was delivered by the
President in the Assembly Chamber.
On returning to the room of the Society,
On motion,

Resolved, That Dr. Eights take the chair.

Kesolved unanimously, T'hat the thanks of the So-
ciety be presented to the President, for his able and
eloquent address, and that a copy of the same be re-
quested for publication.

The Society then proceeded to the election of its
officers for the ensuing year—Drs. Hale and Wen-
dell were appointed tellers.

The following gentlemen were duly elected offi-
cers for the ensuing year.

Dr. T. ROMEYN BECK, President.
HENRY MITCHELL, Vice-President.
JOEL A. WING, Secretary.
JONATHAN EIGHTS, Treasurcr.

PERMANENT MEMBERS,

Drs Joun B. Beck, New-York,
Harvey W, DoorLiTTLE, Herklmm

CENSORS.

Drs. James R. ManLey,
Joux C. Cueeseman, y Southern District.

Jouxy Warrs, Jun.

Drs. Perer WeNDELL,
Cuances D. Towxsexp, b Middle District.
Wirriam Bay,

Drs. Jounx H. STEELE,

Daxien Avres, Eastern District.
James STEVENSON,

Drs. Avexanper CovENTRY,
L] . "
T'uoMAs SPENCER, Western District.
Freperick F, Backus,
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The commitiee on Prize Quesiions aud Disserta-
tions reported—

That they have received four dissertations on Ty-
phus Fever—but from the late period of their arrival
and their voluminous contents, the whole of the com-
mittee have not had sufficient time for their examina-
tion. Your committee will be able to decide on their
merits by the 1st day of May next.*

For the ensuing year, they would propose the fol-
lowing questions—viz.

% %‘he history of Prussic Jeid ; including the
best mode of preparing it, its modus operandi—the
diseases in which it is most useful, and the best man-
ner of exhibiting it.

2. The history, preparation and medical uses of
JTodine.

3. The sympioms, causes, and treatment of Deli-
rium Tremens, illustrated by cases.

4. The nature, causes and cure of Psoriasis.

‘Whereupon, Resolved, That the following be the
prize questions for the year 1830.

1. The history, preparation and medical uses of
Jodine.

2. The nature, symptoms, causes and treatment
of Delirtum Tremens, illustrated by cases.

On motion, Resolved, That the sum of Fifty Dol-
lars be offered as a premium on each of the above sub-
Jjects.

The committee, to whom was referred the resolu-
tion of the Orange County Medical Society, relative
to an application to the Legislature, to appoint a cer-
tain number of physicians in each county ¢ to attend
the call of the coroners, of their respective counties,
to examine and render all such assistance as may be
required of them in ascertaining the cause of death,
for which services they shall receive an adequate
compensation”—respectfully report :

* The Motioes of the above Dissertations are ns follows -

1. # In Medicina, sine qua non observatio.”

2. ¢ Ex principiis nascitur probabilitas, ex factis vero veritas.”
3. “ Beatum est causas cognoscere rerum.”

4, % Studium sine calamo, somnium.”
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T'hat they are fully impressed with a sense of the
importance, to the community, of having competent
persons to examine bodies before coroners, and are
convinced that the duty, under the existing law, fre-
quently devolves upon individuals little qualified to
perform it, and that those, who do it properly, are
not adequately remunerated. Yet, from the difficulty
of suggesting a plan that would be less objectionable,
and at the same time likely to meet the approbation
of the Legislature, your commitiee are of opinion,
that it is inexpedient, at present, to attempt to pro-
cure any legislative enactment on the subject.

ELIJAH BAKER, Chn.

Resolved, That the report be accepted.

The “ Writ” for a Medical Convention at Wash-
ington in 1830, having again been read, it was re-
solved to proceed to a nomination of deh%tes, and
on canvassing the ballets, Drs. John B. Beck and
James M‘Naughton were duly nominated.

Eesolved, 'That the Secretary notify Dr. Mitchill,
the President of the last National Medical Conven-
tion, of said nomination.

Resolved, 'That the President, Secretary, and
Treasurer, be a committee of publication.

The Treasurer was ordered to pay the accounts of
Messrs, Johnson and Sheiffer, amounting to 9 dollars,

Adjourned. JOEL A. WING, Secretary.

8% 'The seats of the Delegates from the following
Counties will become vacant on the first Tuesday of
February, 1830 : Westchester, Columbia, Ulster,
Madison, Herkimer, Chenango, Washington, Clin-
ton, Suffolk, St. Lawrence, Cortland, Erie, Hamil-
ton, Kings, Wayne.
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3. Regulations as to Prize Dissertations.

1. A committee of five shall be appointed at each annual
meeting, to report prize questions to be laid before the So.
ciety at the next annual meeting.

2. Public notice of the subjects offered, shall be given by
the Secretary, immediately after the close of the annual ses-
sion of the SBociety,

3. The dissertations offered for the prizes 1o be forwarded
to Albany, on or before the 1st of December. They shall
be accompanied with a sealed paper, containing the name of
the author, and this sealed paper, as well as the disserta-
tion, shall be endorsed with the same motto, in order that the
name of the successful author alone may be ascertained.

4. A standing committee shall be appointed annually, to
examine and report on the dissertaiions that may be pre-
sented ; the commitlee to report as early as possible during
the session,

5. In reporting the dissertations to the Society which may
be deemed worthy of prizes, the committee are to be govern-
ed not by the number of dissertations sent in, but by their
intrinsic merits. A prize may, therefore, very properly be
adjudged to a dissertation, although it be the only one on
the subject. The only safe principle by which the commit-
tee can be regulated is, that the publication of the disserta-
tion would do credit to the Society.

6. The author may publish it in a pamphlet form, he fur-
nishing sixty copies ; or, the Society will direct its publica-
tion in some medical journal of this state, the editors of said
journal agreeing to furnish the said sixty copies.

Transactions of 1826.

7. The Treasurer shall make no payment to the success-
ful candidates for premiums, unless they have fully complied
with the regulations of the Society, adopted in 1826.

8. "Those counties that shall pay annually the sum of two
dollars into the State Medical Society, shall be entitled to a
copy of the prize dissertations, and those that pay five dol-
lars, shall be entitled to two copies.

' Transactions of 1827.
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Samuel L. Mitchill, New-Fork,

David Hosack, do.
*#Nicholas Romayne, do.
John Siearns, do.
*¥Lyman Spalding. do.

George C. Shattuc k, Boston,

James Hadley, Faurfield, V. ¥,
*Jolin Murray, Edi.nbur{h,
*Wright Post, New Fork,

Johin C, Warren, Boston,

Valentine Mott, New-Fork,

Josiah Noyes, do.

Nathaniel Chapman, Philadelphia,

Daniel Drake, Cincinnati,

John D. Henry, Rochester, N, F.

Philip 8. Physick, Philadelphia,

Joseph Gallml), Burlington, Vt.

Joseph Lovell,

John Onderdonk, New Fork,

John Lizars, Edinburgh,

William Hamersley, New-Fork,

Samuel White, Hudson, A, F,

J. Augustine Smith, WNew-Fork,

February 3,
do.
February 4,

do.
February 3,
do.
February 4,
do.
February 3,
do.
February 3,
February 5,
do.
February 4,
do.
February 2,
do.

Washington, Dist. of GﬂhFﬂ!}ruﬂrﬁ 5,
0

February 6,
do.
February 5,
. do.

PERMANENT MEMEERS.

#Nicholas Romayne,
#Samuel Bard,
#*William Wilson,
John Stearns,
Charles D. Townsend,
John EI{":Y
Westel Willoughby,
David Hosack, :
Samuel L. Mitchill,
T. Romeyn Beck,
Joseph White,
*Cornelius E. Depew,
William Bay,
#Lyman Spalding,
Felix Pascalis,
Amos G Hull,
Charles Drake,
Peter Wendell,
James R. Manley,
Alexander Coventry,
Luther Guiteau,
‘T'homas Broadhead,

® Decenged,

February 3,
do.
February, 2,
do.
February 7,
do.
February 6,
do.
February 4,
do.
February 4,
do.
February 3,
do.
February 3,
do.
February 7,
do.
February 5,
ﬂ'vl-
February 5,
iﬂl

1811.
1812,
1813.
1817.
1819,

1820.
1825,

1824,
1825,
1827,
1828.

1829,

1813.
1814.
18135,
1826.
1817.
1818.
1819,
1920.
i821.
1822.
1825.



























Dr. G. W. Boyd,

John Brinckerhoff,
Isaac Brinckerhoff,
David B. Brooks,
Stephen Brown,
Nehemiah Brush, jun.
James Cameron,
Galen Carter,

John C. Cheeseman,
Zenas Chandler,
Charles Cleeve,
John 8. Conger,
James Cockroft,

G. A. Cooper,
Fayette Cooper,
George Cumming,
A. S. Condit,

J. C. Cornell,
Abraham L. Cox,
B. B. Coit,

Smith Cutter,

John Davis,

Daniel Dayton,
James Dekay,
Edward Delafield,
N. H. Dering,
Michael De Gray,
G. De Lanuza,
Francis G. Doucett,
James Downs,
Joseph W. Duvall,
Hampton Dunham,
Charles Diake,
John H. Douglass,
Floyd T. Ferris,
Joshua Fisher,
Peter Forrester,
John W. Francis,
Benjamin B. Edwards,
John Glover,

Ralph Glover,

John Graham,

W. Grayson,

Hans. B. Gram,
George Griswold,.
Zani H. Harris,
Andrew Hammersly,
W. H. Hammersly,

Joel Hart,
George Harriof,
J. H. Hearsey.

31

Dr. John K, Hardenbrool:,

William Hibbard,
John Hills,

W. C. Hickock,
Daniel M. Hitchcock,
Moore Hoit,

David Hosack,

A. E. Hosack,
John J. Howe,
Amos . HI.I“-.-
Andrew Hunt,

A. T. Hunter,
Thomas W. Hunter,
Lewis Hallock,
John J. Inzersoll,
W. M. Ireland,
Ansel W. Ives,
John D. Jacques,
Robert Johnson,

F. U. Johnston,

H. T. Judson,
Frederick G. King,
Hudson Kinsley,
Benjamin Kissam,
Benjamin R. Kissam,
Daniel W. Kissam, jun.
Samuel S. Kuypers,
J. Leveridge,

Jr 11‘3“‘- wlﬁﬁ,
Daniel Lord,

John B. Loring,
David Marvin,
James R. Manley,
Samuel M*‘Auley,

- William M*Intosh,

J. M. Scott M*Knight,
Hugh M*‘Lecan,
W.Jas. M*Neven,
Benjamin M*Vickar,
W. M:Caffray,
Matthew M*llvain,
Elijah Mead,
Lemuel Merritt,

W. W, Miﬂﬂl‘j
Samuel L. Mitchill,
Otho Monroy,
Yalentine Mott,
John Neilson,

John Onderdonk,
Felix Pascalis,
Gilbert Weston,






ANNUAL ADDRESS,

BY T. ROMEYN BECK, M. D.

FPRESIDERT OF THE SOCLETY.

GENTLEMEN OF THE SOCIETY,

SincE we last closed our annual deliberations,
events have occurred to remind us, that as well in
our corperate as in our individual capacity, we are
not exempted from the common lot of man. An
aged and respected practitioner, one of the early
Presidents of this Seciety, has during the last year,
Yielded to the inevitable stroke of fate.* Nor ought
an allusion to his name to be omitted, under whose
magistracy we held our last meeting. The friend
and eulogist of our profession—the scholar and the
statesman—the pride of his native state, has sudden-
ly been removed.

It is a % taming thought to human pride,” that al-
though death destroys those whose existence is deem-
ed most necessary to the common welfare, yet the
train of events proceeds on with a steady march., It
is no less evident that in the present #ra of advance-
ment in knowledge, no minor obstacle can be found
which will permanently impede its course. 1In all
the schemes for the melioration of the condition of
man,—for his growth in science—his progress in
morality and religion, the loss of oue master spirit is
early compensated by the acquisition of many ar-
dent votaries. We feel this in our own profession.

“ Hon. William Wilson, M. D. of Columbia county, President of the State
Medical Society, during the vear 1513.
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The general diffusion of information brings numer-
ous labourers into the common harvest-—and emula-
tion is excited as well by the examples of the present
day, as by a retrospect of the past. There is no
branch of medicine—either strictly belonging to its
numerous departments, or ministering collaterally
to their improvement, which is not industriously
and successfully cultivated. |

It is impossible to survey this effort, or its results,
without a sensation of pleasure, or without a wish
that its value may be geuerally understood. That
there are impediments to this, is only to confess that .
human nature is imperfect and wayward. But if we
examine more closely into the causes of the indiffer-
ence or ignorance manifested by the greater part of
mankind, we shall, I apprehend, find it mainly ow-
ing to the negligence of our own profession. The
importance of the subject—its extensive and inter-
esting bearings on human happiness—its magnitude,
even as a branch of scientific study, are not sufficient-
ly presented in relief before those who can judge
with discrimination, or appreciate with accuracy.
All proper occasions should be embraced to manifest
to the community what is doing to remove the charge
of uncertainty in medicine, and to illustrate the dis-
coveries which the talent of the present age is bring-
ing forward. I avail myself of the opportunity, at
the conclusion of my term of office, to dwell for a
short time on this subject in its interesting relations.

The first illustration I would offer of great im-
PROVEMENT IN MEDICINE, is the distrust which is
obtaining against general theories. 'There was a
period when every physician ranged himself under
the banner of some great name—adopted his doctrines
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and obeyed the precepts which he inculcated. Many
of the celebrated individuals to whom I refer, were
indeed master spirits ; whose lives cannot be read
without admiration, and whose eloquence and learn-
ing won them willing votaries. Each in his tarn, in
various ages, down to our own days, fondly imagin-
ed that he had reared the imperishable monument,
which neither time, nor human industry could ov-
erthrow—each imagined that he at least, had devel-
oped the laws of life—discovered their mysterious
workings, and elucidated the changes that disease
produces in them. But like material monuments,
they have slowly crumbled, or been violently over-
thrown, and we search among the ruins for some
precious relic that may have been forgotten in the
destruction. Such they all contain. "There is no
theory ever yet promulgated, which is not based on
some portion of positive truth. Indeed it could hard-
ly have been otherwise. The founders were men of
vigorous intellect and of keen observation. They
drew from their own stores, and were only wanting
in that universality of knowledge which is essential
to the formation of a perfect system—They seized on
some prominent ph@nomenon, and after examining
it with skill and acuteness, made it the groundwork
of their superstructure. In the devotion so natural
towards a favourite opinion, other facts no less strik-
ing, were either unheeded or diminished in value to
their mental view. Thus the basis was frequently
narrow and contracted, but not, as some are fond of
asserting, imaginary.

A subsidiary but important advantage has also ac-
crued from the successive promulgation of these theo-
vies, 'The disciple, animaled with an enthusiastic
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Their want of success may be vead in the partial pre-
valence of a modern theory, of which, while I would
desire to speak of it with respect, I must notwith-
standing remark, that like its predecessors, it appears
too partial and confined in its application.  Its popu-
larity amongst a portion of the medical profession in
France, and the favourable reception it has met with
in some parts of our own country, is not, L apprehend,
any invalidation of what I have already said concern-
ing the general distrust that is entertained. Due
praise may be given for the improvements in patholo-
gical research which it encourages, (and which I
shall hereafter more particularly notice,) and for the
caution it has taught against pushing too far the use
of some of our most active and valuable medicines ;
but its leading propositions cannot become the creed
of the profession. A similar remark will apply to
the opinions on (he same disease, promulgated in
England, by a talented individual. They both run
counter to that course of practice, which, although re-
quiring nice adjustment, has yet on the whole, been
found, by those who have had the most extensive ex-
perience, the most beneficial in checking or removing
disease. 'They necessarily lead—the one often to
too active treatment—the other to an inefficient one—
and though in the hands of their authors, these diffi-
culties may not occur, yet in those of their followers,
the result, if we may judge from all former experi-
ence, would appear to be inevitable. I am aware of
the delicate ground which I occupy in making these
remarks, and that I may expose myself to the charge
of rash and unfounded censure; but the present is not
the place for discussing the merits of these doctrines;
and I have only aimed to announce and elucidate 2
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fact, which 1 believe you will agree with me, is cor-
rect, viz. that there is a great repugnance among the
profession to embrace general theories, and to shape
their practice in strict conformity to them, and that
this repugnance is constantly increasing. W hether
this is owing to ignorance or perverseness, is & secon-
dary point of inquiry. 1T for one am free in ascribing
it to the more general diffusion of knowledge—to a
candid but decisive application of the experience of
the past—and to an increasing desire to study dis-
eases distinctly with reference to their appropriate, as
well as ever-varying symptoms—and the changes that
are thus produced.

"T'his leads me to the notice of a second feature in
the present history of medicine, illustrative of its
improvement, viz. the advancement in Pathological
Research. '

If there be a single individual in later times to
whom the honour of exciting and directing to this par-
ticular branch, is pre-eminently due, it is the illus-
trious Bicuar. His life was closed at the early
age of thirty-three years, but that short span was
sufficient for him to produce his volumes in General
and Descriptive Anatomy, his Treatise on the Mem-
branes, and his Essay on Life and Death. And these
works were the result of numerous and varied exper-
iments and observations—of laborious and unweari-
ed employment in the dissecting room—and finally,
of the application of rare intellectual powers to their
generalization and arrangement. The division of the
body by him into its elementary textures—and the
inquiry into their distinct properties, with the chang-
es they undergo from disease—form the basis of dis-

coveries, of which we cannot yet appreciate the ex-
tent, or the value.
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Since his lamented death, the path of inquiry has
been thronged by his votaries and admirers. In
- France, pathological anatomy is pursued by hundreds
of ardent and active minds, and in England, with each
succeeding year, it is evident that the subject is gain-
ing and commanding consequence. In this nation,
with ebstacles peculiar, and in some instances almost
insurmountable, some additions have been made to the
general fund. 'The result is cheering to the man of
science, as well as to the philanthropist. Knowledge
is advanced, and human suffering is mitigated or re-
moved. Look at the practical operation of this pur-
suit. An individual after struggling with disease
which resists all medical skill, sinks under its effects.
The symptoms have been narrowly watched by his
attendant, and he has endeavouved to apply appro-
priate remedies. Bat occasionally some appearances
have been noticed, the cause of which he cannot ex-
plain. His medical agents also do not produce their
usual effects. What are the morbid changes that
have caused this ? If the lifeless body be consigned
to its mother earth without examination, can any in-
formation, except of a mere negative kind, be drawn
from the case, to be bereafter applied for the benefit
of the living? Not so is the practice in the foreign
countries which 1 have neticed. The view of the ray-
ages of the disease illustrates the alterations which
have taken place ; and although they frequently ap-
pear rather as effects, than causes, yet sufficient is ob-
vious to enable useful deductions to be formed, to ex-
plain many of the symptoms, and to furnish materials
for reflection and improvement in future practice.
Need I suggest that many diseases are yet imperfect-
ly understood, and can only be elucidated by the light

of this torch. How many have been thus developed
p-
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by the labours of Morgagni, Baillie and others.
How many, even within the present century, have
been successfully explored by Laennec and his com-
peers in Krance, by Bell and others in England.
The nature of new or unknown diseases can thus
alone be discovered. Allow me, in illustration, to
refer to a case of mortality, the sudden announcement
of which is feelingly remembered by every man in the
community who was then living. If the death of our
beloved and lamented Wasmixerox, was owing, as
would seem from the brief account we have of his
symptoms, to the disease now styled Laryngitis,where
was the instruction to guide the practitioner? It was
not until several years thereafter, that the sudden de-
cease from it of two distinguished physicians in Lon-
don, led to pathological examination. Its nature be-
came evident—its mortality was rendered less cer-
tain—and dangerous as it must ever prove, instances
are cven multiplying of recovery from its effects.
And yet this disease must have occurred centuries ago,
and who can tell how many lives might have been
prolonged, had its character been thus specially
marked and investigated at an carly peried.

Fhe tendency of these observations necessarily
leads me to notice the importance of dissection, I
am aware of the prejudices that must be encountered
in discussing its necessity ; but they must be over-
come, if at all, by arguments that shall shake their
vehemence. They owe their origin in some respects
to the best feelings of the human heart—while they
are unquestionably heightened by the practice of dis-
interment. But it is because we would render this
alternative unnecessary, thar I ventore to mention
the subject.

That an intimate knowledge of the condition of the
human system, both in health and in disease. is in-
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dispensable to the judicious application of curaiive
means, would seem to be an axiom that reqnires
only to be stated, in ovder to meet with universal cre-
dence. It is no less certain that the community must
suffer from the consequences of ignorance. The truth
of these remarks appears wost strikingly in the de-
partment of surgery, although they will be no less
conspicuous to him who will investigate, in that of
medicine. In the language of the report made last
summer to the Knglish House of Commons, by a
commiitee of its members not professional (a paper
which should be in the hands of every intelligent citi-
zen in our own country) ¢ as the science of anatomy
has improved, many operations formerly thought ne-
cessary have been altogether dispensed with ; most of
those retained, have been rendered more simple and
many new ones have been performed, to the saving of
the lives of patients, which were formerly thought im-
possible. To neglect the practice of dissection would
lead to the greatest aggravation of human misery ;
since anatomy, if net learned by that practice, must be
learned by mangling the living. Though all classes
are deeply interested in affording protection to the
study of anatomy, yet the poor and middle classes
are most so : they will be the most benefitied by pro-
moling it and the principal sufferers by discouraging
it. The rich when they require professional assist-
ance can afford to employ those who have acquired
the reputation of practising successfully. Tt is on
the poor, that the inexperienced commence their
practice.”

But it is not the poor only that ave thus to be bene-
fitted by the pursuit of anatomy. There is another
class of the community whose condition must excite
all the best feelings of our nature—the victims of the
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elements—at a distance from their home—deprived
of the blessings of domestic life, and yet proudly
maintaining the honour and glovy of their native land.
Our gallant soldiers and sailors, in time of war, have
no solace when the hour of danger approaches—no
hope amidst the storm of battie, that they shall es-
cape from the conseguences of dangerous wounds, ex-
cept in the skill of their medical attendants.  The re-
cords of the armies and navies of foreign countries,
and particularly of England, where the materials for
comparison are most copious, attest how much of hu-
man life has been thus preserved, and how great has
been the diminution of mortality, when compared with
former years,

A word or two is necessary in defence of those who
pursue these studies. All will grant that they would
not have been selected, except from a high sense of
duty. It requires some lofty incitement—some mo-
ral courage, to be thus employed. "The mysterious
change which death induces, is alone sufficient to
startle the most buoyant spirit ; but with this, the pa-
thologist must familiarize himself. He proceeds to
his high office at the risk of health—often indeed of
existence. I appeal to your reading, in confirmation
of the truth of my assertion, that for several years,
scarcely a medical journal has arrived from abroad,
which does not contain an account of some individual,
who has either met with irreparable injury to his con-
stitution, or has lost his life, from accidents occurring
during dissection. Instances of a similar nature have
happened in our own country—Aud apart from the
honourable ambition of acquiring some fame, what
can be the object of this untiring and bazardous la-
bour? Is it not fo ascertain what has been the cause
of the mortality, and whether its seat and nature are



i3

under the power of human skill ? Surely, under the
obstacles which I have noticed, a triumphant proof
is given of the desire of improvement in our profes-
sion, :

I will only notice a third circumstance indicative
of my main propesition—viz, a most remarkable im-
provement in the composition and administration of
remedies.

The slow progress of the materia medica in former
times, is sufficiently explained by the fact that reme-
dies are applied to a system, that we are scarcely
ever certain, is constituted exactly alike in any two
individuals. Apart then from the general operation
of medicines, and even these are modified by the pre-
sence of different diseases, numerous observations are
required to establish their respective characters, In
addition to this, it was so much the fashion in former
times, to unite several in one prescription, that it
would seem almost impossible to designate the dis-
tinct effects of each. The imagination also often aids
in diversifying these results. Some patients, buoy-
ed up by an implicit confidence in a particalar sub-
stance, assist as it were, its effects, while others take
it in doubt and fear, and thus deprive it of half its ef-
ficacy. Another and most serious impediment to the .
advancement of the materia medica, has been the
number of medicines which encumber our pharmaco-
peeias and dispensatories.

Some of these difficulties are from their nature in-
surmountable—since they attach to the nature of the
human system, and are inseparable from it. There
are others, however, which our own times are about
removing. It has been discovered, that many medi-
cines, in whose efficacy all agreed, but” whose effects
were occasionally uncertain, are of a compound nature
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—tbat, along with their curative constituents, they
contain useless or noxious ingredients. We are in-
debted for this knowledge to modern chemistry—a
science eminently practical in its details, and promis-
ing at no distant day to remodel its sister branch.
I cannot adduce more striking examples of the fruit
of this analysis, than the discoveries that have been
made concerning hark and opium.

The first of these, the cinchona or Peruvian bark,
has for many years been known as a powerful febri-
fuge. It was ascertained that there were several spe-
cies of trees, which furnished it, and experiments
soon showed that their gqualities were various. From
time to time a change took place in the popularity of
the different kinds—but the difference in guality of
the imported article, and the repeated disappointments
experienced in its administration, either from loading
the stomach, or causing other results destructive of
its anti-febrile powers—all tended to impair its gene-
ral reputation, and there was a period, where another
remedy, but which all would agree in omitting, if its
place counld be supplied, was substituted. Chemists
however have analyzed the bark, and found, that in-
stead of being homogeneous, it consists of eight or
nine ingredients. They have separated the important
constituent (the quinine,) and in its distinct form, it
is now to be purchased of every druggist. Of its ge-
neral success in the removal of intermittents, every
physician can speak.

Opium also is a remedy that all unite in commend-
ing, when judiciously administered. Tits powers in
mitigating pain and in soothing the wearied mind and
diseased body, entitle it to a high rank among medi-
cinal agents. Yet its operation has occasionally been
unkind : and often when we are most desirous of oh-
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taining its anodyne effects, a dread of ils attendant
consequences has restrained us from recommending
it. Substitutes, comparatively inefficient, were neces-
sarily employed. Bat about twenty years since, the
compound nature of opium began to atiract the atien-
tion of chemists, and from the experiments of Sertuer-
ner, Robiquet, Pelletier and others, it seems now es-
tablished that it consists of (besides several unimpor-
tant ingredients) three principles—morphia—narco-
tine and meconic acid. ‘The first of these produces
the soothing effects—without the feverish excitement,
heat and head ache, which so frequently accompany
the employment of the drug, and which from experi-
ments seem referable to the second substance 1 have
mentioned. 'The third does not appear to produce
any effect on the human system. I morphia be unit-
ed to an acid, its stimulating preperties are apparent-
ly still further counteracted.

These are surely important improvements, and the
more so, as they allow its use in states of disease,
where it must otherwise have been interdicted.

But it is not dbnly to the investigation of the nature
of old remedies, and of which I might continue to ad-
duce numerous examples, that the intellect and labour
of the profession are directed. New therapeutic
agents are constantly developing. lodine was un-
known in 1811. A manufacturer at Paris observed,
that in preparing carbonate of soda from the ashes of
sea-weeds, the residual liquor powerfully corroded
metallic vessels. He inquired into the cause of the
corrosion, and the result was the discovery of this
substance—a simple, undecomposable body, so far as
our knowledge extends, The next step was to as-
certain in what bodies it exists—and among these,
sea-weeds, the kelp prepared from them, sponges,
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and some marine animals, were found to furnish it in
the greatest quantity. A physician, recollecting that
burnt sponge had acquired some local reputation in
the treatment of goitrous affections, embraced the
idea, that its virtue might have originated from the
iodine it contained, He prescribed it in these dis-
eases, and found its effects so powerful, that it was
necessary to alter the form of administration. Yet
his success and that of others have been great. Its
use has been extended to the diseases of other glands.
The result is still under judgment—but all agree,
that an agent has been discovered more direct in its
operation, than any yet known, on those maladies
which minister to the production of our most common
and fatal diseases.

Are these examples which T have adduced satis-
factory in showing the exertions of the profession to
improve the nature of remedies ? Avre they sufficient-
ly illustrative of its desire to increase them, so far as
sober judgment and prudence will warrant ? If so,
why should others, who are not of the profession,
and who cannot, even in common charity, be suppos-
ed to have the necessary preliminary knowledge, ei-
ther of medicines or of the body, be permitted to em-
ploy their supposed curative agents 7 It has been re-
plied, that the use of vegetable remedies alone are
to be permiited, and the usual argument advanced,
that if they do no good—they will do no harm. Baut
I would ask, whether the effects and the extent of
vegetable and mineral medicines wheu thus placed in
opposition to each other, are sufficiently understood.
The supposed deleterious substances of the former
class, which are most commonly used, are arsenic
and mercury. ‘They bave been known for centuries
as poisonons substances when given in considerable
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quantities. The child hears and remembers this g
and the man, long before he enters on the practice of
medicine, has his mind deeply impressed with the
necessity of administering them in small doses, and
then only with caution, and after mature reflection—
they are so given. Arsenic combined with potash
has been used for upwards of forty years, with great
success in the treatment of agues and other diseases.
But it was not from choice. It was because the bark
failed in numerous instances—because its quality
was often bad, and its effects even positively injuri-
ous. KFor the reasons already stated, the use of qui-
nine is rapidly diminishing the employment of the
mineral.

As to mercury, I will only say, that if there be a
single drug, that in human hands has proved a most
distinguished curative means, it is this. That its
effects may be occasionally uncertain or injurious,
is only to repeat, that there are peculiarities of con-
stitution for which the wisest cannot be prepared—
or that there is a malignancy in some diseases which
no human effort can counteract. But who will deny
its positive ufility 7 Look at the thousands whom,
not only in tropical climates, but in our own country,
it has saved from that fell destroyer of our race—
fever. Look at the numerous inflammations it has
checked or dissipated. Look atthe tens of thou-
sands whom it has saved from the consequences of
vice.

A similar answer will apply, if we notice the re-
maining medicines. Their noxious effects (if any)
are known—they are given under the high responsi-
bility of this knowledge, and they are selected. not-
withstanding this, because their effects are more cer-

3
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tain, and their operation as kind, as those of vegeta-
ble substances.

But it would seem to be intimated that mineral
medicines are incongruous to the human system, and
a certain mysterious affinity has been imagined be-
- tween it and vegetable remedies. The latter, it is
asserted, are milder in their operation ; produce heal-
ing effects more certainly, and are not injurious, like
calomel, in their consequences. Are these assertions
founded in a knowledge of the human body, and do
the authors of the first idea know of what it is com-
posed? Have they ever heard that a large proportion
of the solid parts of the body are a mineral substance
~—the phosphate of lime ¥ Do they know that iron
enters into the composition of the blood ?

But this is not all. Allow me to throw a rapid
glance over these mild vegetable remedies—these
substances that any man after a day’s reading may
administer. I have already enumerated two of them,
opium and iodine. Opium has been raised in this
state. Tt may be thus an indigenous product. Yo-
dine may hereafter be extracted from the sea-weeds
on your coast. Now a grain of narcotine extracted
from the first, has killed a dog, and a few grains of
the last taken daily for a short time, has destroyed a
human being. Do you know of a substance which
indicates its power over life by lessening the action
of the heart with great rapidity—which reduces the
rapid beat of the consumptive patient to comparative
slowness ? It is foxglove, a vegetable cultivated in
many of our gardens. Are you acquainted with ve-
getables which will produce raving madness and
convulsions—which inflame and destroy the texture
of the stomach ? The stramonium, cicuta and wild
parsnip will do this. They too are indigenous—they
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grow in our sireets or lanes—or abeund in our
marshes. There is a substance which in small quan-
tities convulses the palsied arm of the bed-ridden—
the limb that has hung dead for years by his side.
1t is strychnine, a vegetable product. But to crown
all this—what is the most concentrated and deadly
poison with which we are acquainted—which will
destroy all species of life, from the snail up to man,
with the rapidity of lightning—which has struck
down the suicide in death, before he could finish the
fatal draught ? Itis prussic acid—a vegetable pro-
duct, that can be distilled from the leaves and kernels
of the peach, or frem the laurels that abound through-
out our state.

And yet, after this enumeration, we have only gone
through a portion of the noxious vegetable substan-
ces. Let not this statement startle any of my hear-
ers. It may be laid down as an axiom, generally
true, that with the exception of some remedies in the
classes of astringents and tonics, a vegetable is vals
uable as a medicine, in proportion as it is nexious in
large quantities. In every botanical work, you find
the remark, that those which are not possessed of
some acrid qualities, are inefficient in their operation
on the human system.

The question then presents itself to the mind of
every enlightened man, whether those who have re-
ceived an apprepriate education ; who have the sforeg
of accumulated knowledge opened to them, are the
safest persons to be entrusted with the care of the
health of the community, or whether they shall be
put on a par with such as claim instinct—or self~
inspiration as their guides. Can these soldiers of
Cadmus be expected to bring any useful spoil into
the camp ? Look at every modern work on the ma-
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ieria medica. 'We now know the nature of almost
every secret remedy—Chemistry furnishes us with
the means of analysis, and almost without an excep-
tion, they are the cast-off prescriptions of the older
physicians—neglected, because more eligible substi-
tutes have been obtained—or abandoned, because
their constituents were found uncertain or dangerous.
"That man will render a service to the community,
who will furnish our public prints with the receipts
for compounding these vaunted catholicons.

I rejoice, that as your representative, 1 have been
permitted to bear my testimony on this subject. I
do not feel that the profession are to be the greatest
gufferers. It will be the community—the country.
The three professions at this day furnish the greatest
proportion of educated men. Education is essential
to the stability of the republic, Will it then be
attempted to break down one of these professions?
if so—the young men who now crowd its avenues,
will seek other means of support—the old will retire
in disgust from the thankless contest. The study
of the collateral sciences, which has ministered sao
fargely to the advancement of medicine, and which
is beginning to give character to the nation, will
cease. The @ra of improvement in medicine will
#.ave passed away, and the encomium of Sir William
Temple, quoted, and sanctioned, and applauded, by
De Wirr Cuintox, will no longer apply. ¢ 1Itis
¢ certain (says he) that the study of physic is not
€ achieved in any eminent degree, without very great
€ advancement in the sciences, so that whatever the
€ profession is, the professors of it have been gen-
€ erally very much esteemed on that account, as well
€ as of their own art, as the most learned men of
¢ their ages,”









