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- dies, than tke folids. Medicines, therefore, fhould
generally and primarily affe&t the fluids ; and any fti-
" muli to the folids be generally conveyed by thei
means. Matter can be divided enly into folid and
fluid ; and it is continvally pafling from one of thefe
ftates into the other; but no fpecies of it can affume
a folid form, without having been firlt a fluid ; nor
can any change take place in a folid until it be firf
formed into, or fufpended in, a fluid.

All living bodies are fubje& to thele general laws.
All folid animal matter has been fluid ; and having
paffed into folid and veficular forms, is the recipient
of other fluids, out of which all the folids are repalr,
ed, renovated, and increafed.

All the procefles for animalizing are made by
means of vegetable or apimal materials, never of
earths, ftones, or minera s; and reafon muft conclude,
that all the remedies for any defe@s in thofe procefles
muft be in fimilar materials. ‘The procefles are
carried on in the fanguiferous and lymphatic fyftem ;
and, it muft be allowed, the ation of that fyftem de-
pends greatly on the ftate of the folids; but the nu-
tritious or medicinal matters, {fupporting or repairing
thofe folids, and even flimulating them to action, are
contained in the blood, and become effettive by
caufes nperatmg firlt an that bl-:mcl and inde yendent
of the condition of the folids.

It is clearly demonftrable, that variations in the
action of the heart and arteries have been caufed by

~variations in the ftate of the blood. Its qualities are
liable to material alterations, accogding to alterations
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contains eight or ten thoufand fpecies of plants. You,
or any man of equal candor and charaer with your-
felf (for, I aflure you, I know confequential medical
men, who poflefs neither) fhall take a patient for a. mi«
neral poifon, I will take another, to whom I will ad-
minilter, prepared before your eyes, and taken ont of
my garden, an acrid and deleterious vegetable. You
thall apparently cwre the diforder, and leave your pa-
" tient emaciated and enervated. Iwill really cure the
diforder, and fend the patient away in firm and good
health : and the difference fhall merely and wholly.
arife from a difference, to chemiftry imperceptible,
but perceptible to the living fibre, between a vege-
table and mineral poifon.

We avoid the ule of the acrid deleterious vege-
tables in our food : this, and the cuflom of over-boil-
ing the milder vegetables, is one of the reafons. of
the prevalence of the Englith land-fcurvy; and not
the ufe of animal food. The French eat almoft all the-
vegetables that grow in their country ; they eat them
raw in fallads, or they ftew them in clofe veflels, fo as;
to preferve all their original qualities. The French,
in the fame latitude with us, are firangers to {curvy
and not being generally poifoned, as we are, by mer-
cury,all the tribes of nervous and hypochondriac dif~
orders are unknown to them.

Our wretched fellow fubjeéts, the Irith, are alle
free from all fimilar diforders, for a fimilar reafon.
The potatoe, a poifonous plant, is their principal
food ; they eat it half boiled; and they think
themfelves ill ufed if, by boiling, the potatoe is de--
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He exclaimed, with fome aftonithment, < Itlooks'
well!”—The granulations were evidently taking plece,
and the corrofion of the humor checked. ¢ Will you,”
faid he, ¢ permit me to drefs it?” ¢ I am much
obliged to you,” faid the patient; < I am perfeétly
{atisfied with the hands I am in.”” ¢ Sir,” faid hey
« Iama furgeon ; Mr. Swainfonis not. I will drefs
you for nothing, if you will permit me!”—This he
pronounced with great earneftnefs, alarming inflead
of encouraging the patient; who, however, perempe
torily refifted all his importunities. '

But you will fay, as I do, why thefe importuni-
ties, to drefs a man for nothing, who did not folicig
or want his charity ; and who was willing and able to
pay for all the aflitance he wanted ! On meeting me,
he expoftulated, that I ealled in a phyfician and nota |,
{orgeon. I always call in a phyfician, in cafes of
danger, as well to jultify my proceedings, as to obtain
afiltance, where the patient has collateral ailments,
or where, as in this cafe, great defpondency and warg
of reft require particular treatment—and I acknow-
ledge I have found great account in thus calling in
a phyfician, particularly the able and candid gentle-
man who afiifted on this occafion.

If this importunately charitable furgeon had omce
drefled the face with arfenic, the prefent fathionable
dreffing, he might probably have put it out of the
power of medicine to cure and recover the patient ;
which was, however, happily effelted, notwithftand-
ing his pofitive preditions of my defeat and failure.

i thall tire you with thefe tales : extraordinary as
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{pecific, while he gives very numerous infances of its
ineflicacy and injury—yet the very abfurdity may be
a proof of the fincerity of the opinions of the writer,

The bett abilities are wonderfully limited ; and the
art of reafoning, bevond the fri& comparifon of
anatomical falts, was not among the talents of Mr.
Hunter. :

To do juftice to my prefent argument, I muft Jead
you into a fubje which phyficians affeét to avoide
fome, becaule they are content with the evil fruits of
it—{ome, becaufe, at its reputed ‘firlk introduétion, it
was clafifed among thofe loathfome diforders which
phyficians thould thun—1I mean the venereal difeafe—
Ard 1 will remonfirate with the higher clafes of the
profeffion, on this fubje&, through you.

Saurely, at shis time, the improbable introduftion
of it from America, is not credited ; nor is the crime
of it, at leaft of its origin, fairly confidered, more
than that of being infetted by the itch, the fcurvy, or
the fcrofula ; which are difeafes of the fame family,
and often communicated and propagated in a fimilar
" manner.

If, having a fcrofulous pimple, you rub er feratch
it, and in the act injure the neighbouring fkin, you
{pread and propagate the difeafe. If the matter of
this pimple fhould by accident come in contaét with
the inflamed or excoriated p:rts of the bady of an-
other perfon, the difeafe may be communicated.

The venereal dilfeale—a {pecies of fcrofula, has
probably had a fimilar origin—and it has ever pre-
vailed, under various denominations, among man-
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accident,ﬂvialenc'e, or injury, and which being ge-
nerated, becomes infeftious by the touch.

- It has appeared to be more infe@ious than fcrofula ;
it bears not the name venereal, but when commauni-
cated in the fervice of Venus, and it is not fo eafily
avoided as fcrofula may be in parts not impelled into
union: the paflions not urging us off our guard, or
over-coming our fufpicion on other occafions of con-
tact.

I difpute the myferious nature of this difeafe, be-
caufe myftery in a profeflion is the fource of im~
polture. And the difeafe being reprefented as a fubtle
unconquerable poifon, communicated only by infec-
tion, and to be {ubdued only by the profefional man-
ner of managing another poifon, little fhort of cona
juration, patients are alarmed, and frightened into
the hands of prefcribing furgeons, like filly birds into
the jaws of raitle-fakes, and fometimes meet not
fo tolerable a fate. Whereas, if the nature and
origin of the venereal difeafe were fairly and honeftly
explained, to be the conlequence of an injury in
parts of exquifite irritability, inflaming, fefering,
and producing, asin all fimilar parts, under fimilar
accidents, acrimonious, corroding, and infectious
virus; a rational method of relief and cure would
be devifed, without going out of the province limited
to man, in fearch of his food and medicine, and
without having recourle to the lying miracles of che-
miftry and furgery, inferior in no refpe@ to thofe fo

much decried by you in the regions of fupergtition
and prieftcraft,
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1 therefore affirm, fir, from 2 more extenfive ex-
perience in the treatment of this difeafe, in ‘a period
of fifteen years, than any man in this country, it is
not a poifon, fui generis, and foreign to the human
conftitution ; that it may be produced in the mod
chafte and legitimate connetions, and that promifcu-
ous commerce and infeétion, though they continue
and multiply it, are not neceflary to its produ&lion.

Away with myftery and impofture, fir, in phyfic
as well as in other provinces—and of courfe, away
with the incomprehenfible and miraculous {pecific. |
. The fimple and confc_ientinus ancients did not med-
dle with mercury., It is not mentioned by Hippo-
crates and Galen ; not even in diretions for outward
applications

It was not until Alchemy had puzzied and mifled
the human underflanding, that mercury was confis
dered, firft as the great inftrument for the tranfmuta-
tion of metals; and failing in that obje&, or rather
detefted in its pretenfions, 1ts imp’nﬁures were tranf-
ferred to certain provinces of medicine. .

Vige, a Genoefe, and Jacob Carpus, a furgeon,
Yed the way in the dreadful experiment; but though
it has really, by tran{muting diforders, turned
every thing into gold for a particular fet of furgeons,
its effects have ever been fo {ufpicious, that the phy-
ficians have kept aloof; and the difeafe, and its pre-
tended remedy, have been fuffered to fpread their
ravages pfincipally under the direction, and for the
benefit, of fuch furgeous.

“They are at this time the general fources of that
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nervous debility which is the chara®er of the moft
prevailing diforders; and which affe@s the mind as
well as the body. ‘That debility is propagated from
one genEratian to another; and 1t will be increaled
as thefe caufes continue to be applied.

But [et us hear fome of thefe preferibing furgeons
themfelves : Di. Swediaur *#, who is amo~g the moft
celebrated of modern pra@itiorers—Ilays it down as
a poitulatum, ¢ The patient whom we undertake to
cure of the lues muft have [uficient flrengthy to bear
the ufe of mercury ; and n-uher be affe@ted with any
nervous, heflic, or inflammatory fevers; nor with
fea-Tcurvy, cancerous compiaints, or gang*enous
ulcers. In all thefe ¢s/¢s, 1 have oblerved mercury
not only prove huartful, but, in fome inftances, where
its ufe has been infifted upon, cven fatal to the
patient.” '

The doétor, though an ingenious man, and of great
pra&ice, had not probably #me to difcover the reafon
of his own faéts. '

The altion of mercury is of fuch violence, that
it immediately changes the general affc@icns of the
body, whether they be healthy or unhealthy, and
by either producing or increafing the general debi-
lity, it produces or increafes all thofe diiorders which
the do&or fays the patient fhould not be afilited with,
if he hope to be cured by ITIEFEI.II'.}’ 3 though mﬂrcur‘y
be the fuppofed remedy even for thofe diforders.

# Page 103,
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and moft probably of warious kinds. How far it is 2
“difeafe arifing from a wenereal taint, and the effelts of @
mercarial courfe, jointly, is not certain; but moft pro-
bably 1hefe tavo bawe Joe [hare in Sforming the difeafe.”

In page 303, we find him exprefsly allowing that,
in the mercurial praftice, * the difeafe partzfk:s of the
nature of fuch diforders as the conftitution was® dif-
pofed to previoully ; and may put-inte aftior the caufes
of fuch diforders.’””—He cooly relates the ﬁf!a#uir:g
cafe, where the mercury, not -the difeafe, killed the -
‘patient : ¢ A poor woman had undergone repeated
{alivations, which bad aways relieved the mofi prefling
{ymptoms ; but after being afllited, more or lefs, for
three or four years, wlcers breks out in her nofe, and
all over her face, with what is called @ #rue cancerons
appearance, ‘The fores became foon very deep, and
gave confiderable pain. She loft her nofe and one
fide of her mouth, The difeafe returned with re-
doubled violeree, and (oon deftroyed her.”

Now, fir! how would you reafon on this cafe?
And ‘what would you determine to be the caufe of
the cancer? 1 will not fuppole you uncaadid, or fo
licdle of a philofpher, as to believe in conftitutional
feeds of difeale. The irritation of the mercarial
poifon, when it dozs not kill, debilitates; and that
debility commutes the difealed altion of the firft com-
plaint for another, more or lefs deplorable, according
to the degree of the unnatural irritation. If it af-
fe@ts the glands, it produces fcrofula, cancer, or the

evil; if the lungs, confumption, afthma, &c.
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before the appearance of this inflammation, were
probalily veneresl alfo.”’

Why, on this reafoaing, did he not apply the grand
fpecific, mercury ?~—No—he durft not. The man
had undergone repeared courfes; and in confequence
of its poifonous and debilitating effects, he had ac-
quired a theumati{m, and had lof his fight and hear-
ing. Mr. Howard concluded, with juit humanity,
that the quantity of meicury neceflary to care, would
probably 4/ him ; and he was obliged to leave him
to the difeafes which are the common legacies of the
mineral fpecific.

In all ferious and important cafes, the difciples of
the Hunterian fchool appear to me clearly to repre-
fent the chance of being cured or killed by mercury
~asequal ; and the hopes-of their patients feem to be
like thofe of the man, in a courfe of experiments to
live withont food, who died at the moment he thought
he had aceomplifhed it.

Mr. Howard, whom I do not- mean to reprei’eﬁt as
having any unbecoming - intention, or view, adds,
* % 2 young gentleman, who had been for fome years
affeted (he doss not fay how often cured, which
would be the moft important information; for the
¢cure 1s the misfortune) was attacked with a venereal
ulceration of the nofe and face. Means were em-
ployed for his cure. 'The perfons under whofe care
he had been, Juppofed him well ; but in about thirteen
months, the {ymptoms returned with zere violence than
ever ; the ulcerations were, to 1bz higheft degree, malig-
nant, and hourly doing irreparable injury among the

bones
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bones of the nofe and palate, &c. He was exceedingly
emaciated, and inclined to be hefic. The moft ju-
dicious means to check the progrefs of the ulceration
and putrefaltions, were ufed without effet. The
difea’e continued to make its ravages, in {pite of
every thing that was dene, till it deftroyed him;
deith taking place defore bis mouth could be properly
afid

This feems to me exaély the counterpart of the
ca'e of the man who would have lived witheut food»
if death had not prevented him.

Mr. Howard is a man of charaéter—~and I mean to
charge nothing on him but fale reafining. The pa-
tient had undergone feveral courfes of Mercury. Every
cout {e had left him weaker, and fcrofulous fymptoms
became more and meore drcadful, in confequence of
the operation of mercury. How great muft be thg
force of prejudice, to induce a man of his good fenfe
to hope for relief, by a repetition of the caufe of the
injury ! '

But Mr. Hunter dire&ly affirms, ¢ We find that
mew difeafes arife from mercury alone. The tonfils
fhall {well where no venereal difcafe has been before.
The periofteum fhall thicken ; and alfo, probably, the
bones, and the parts over them, fhall become cedema-
tous and fore to the touch,”

M. Foot, fays, ‘¢ I fhall relate what I underitand
to be the efiefts of the poifon of mercury upon the
conftitution. They are an acceleration of the pulfe
from a putrefcent diathefis, an univerfal proftration of
ftrength, a giddinefs of the head, with fwooning, 2
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ration; and the evident defign of the union of muci-
lage and acridity in fome vegetables, icy that at the
fame time the general aftion is fupported or accele=
rated, materials of repair may alfo be carried with ce-
lerity to the relaxed and wafted folids.

This is the reafon that I daily fee the patients of
feveral prefcribing furgeons around me languithing
and emaciated, under the ftimulating effetts of mer-
cury, while mine fatten under the effes of vegetables,
perhaps equaily ftimulating,

And this is the reafon, that vegetable medicines
fhould never undergo the fermentative procefs, as'they
become lefs fufceptible of digeftion into any matter to
be aflimilated with the chyle, and to repair in the
folids the injuries of difeafe.

Whether the aftion of vegetables may, or fhould
be, carried fo far as to affe& the mouth, and falivate,
I'have had no opportunity to form a fair judgment.

- No perfon has ever been falivated, or even had the
~mouth affe@ted, under my dire@ion ; and yet I have
had an Irifh patient, who took a whole bottle of the
vegetable {yrup at a fitting, as he called it. In the
peculiar mode of reafoning which facetious wits of
that nation have recourfe to generally after dinner, on
being told by a friend recommending it, that a bottle
would probably cure him of a recent gonorrheea, he
fwore it fhould do it at once ; and fat down to the bot-
tle, which he emptied., His friend, alarmed, fent for
me ; but I had ic not in my power to fee him till the
following morning : and I own I approached his bed
with fome concerns But he foon removed it, by fay-
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