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IN TR OD UC Vi O.N'

ManN is formed a social being ; the Sovereign
Ruler of the world has been pleased to place
us in this life as dt,pendants on each other, and
in continual need of assistance and support,
and has interwoven in our constitutions, thﬂse-
hamane and sympathetic affections whlch we
always feel at the distress of our fellow crea-
tures. Ilow greatly is a beueficent and gene-
rous spirit rewarded in contributing to relieve
that distress.—Of all the deiights w hich human
nature is capahle of enjoying, the most lively
and transporting, are those which flow from
sympathy, and social pdSE:fJﬂ ; as they are not
only the most pluif-.mg in their immediaté ‘ex-

eu‘:lse, but also in Lmltﬂnpidtmn and reflec-
tion.

Every benev olent mi: ad, who smceml de-
lights-in the good of others, will not fail to im-
prove every opportunity to promote the happi-
ness and comfort of those in particular who are
afflicted with sickness, lameness, blindness, or
any such calamity, by which they are deprn ed &
of the means and power of supporting not only
themselves, but perhaps a numerous family.

That this is' the true and laudable intention.

~of this Society, the following Articles will suf- -."
ficiently explain.
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Rules and Orders.

SINI
IMPRIMIS.

TraT this society shall be governed bv one president,
who shall be treasurer ; :L]::ﬂ two trusiees, and twelve
assistants ; and that the said president, trustees and
assistants shall provide a strong box or chest, with three
locks and keys, where the books, cash, and nthel things
belonging to the society shaill be deposited 3 the presi-
dent und trustees sha!l each of them have a key,and no
money shall be taken from the box, but when some of
the assistants are present, two at the least.

1I. € hat the president shall continue in office one
year ounly, the elder trustee to succeed thL president;
the younger trustee to succeed the elder ; a new trus-
tee to.be chosen by tlie members out of ihe assistants,
three of whom shall be nominated Ly the president
and trustees for that purpose : the president and trus-
tees to choose the assistants out of the whole body.

I1I. If the president or trustees shall refuse to keep
his or their kev, or serve their office to the end of the
time limited, after being legally chosen according to
the rules of this society, he or they, for such refusal,
shall forfeit five shillings each to the stock: and lfdn}?
of the assistants shall ‘refuse to serve, buing chosen as
~ above prescribed, he shall forfeit two bhl”ll:gﬂ and six-

pence to the stock : the forfeits for each to be paid on
or before the third meeting night after 5 the person or
persons refusing so to do, shall be excluded from this
society.

IV Every person that is admitted into this society,
except members’ snas, shall pay five shillings entrance,
‘more or less, as may herdafter Ye agreed upon ; three-
pence of which shall go to the clerk, threc-pence to
the beadle, two-peoce shall be spent, and the remain-
der go to the box : but a member’s son, born in wed-
loek, or the husband of a member’s daughter, she be-
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ing born in wedlock, shall pay for admittance, one shil-
ling and fourpence, two-pence of which shall go to the
clerk, two-pence to the beadle, two-pence shall be
spent, an‘l the re.nainder go to the box ; but it must
be observed, that no person shall be admitted a mem-
ber till he hath made a personal appearance; and if
a1y member’s son, or son-in-law, who bath received
the privilege before mentioned, shall afterwards ex-
clude himself, he shall not enter again upon the same
terms as before, but shall pay the same asa stranger.
—N. B. Any person who dies a member of this socie-
ty, his children shall be entitled to the privilege of this
article, the same as if the father was still living.

V. Every member of this society shall pay one,shil-
ling and per month ; two-pence of which
shall be spent, and the remainder go to the box ; and
if any member shall neglect to bring or send his con-
tribution money every mounthly meeting night by nine
o’clock, he shall for such neglect, forfeit twotpence to
the stock ; and if he shall neglect to pay his contribu-
tion money the second meeting night, he shall forfeit
two-pence more ; but if he shall neglect to pay of all
that is due on the third meeting night by nine o’clock,

he shall forfeit two-pence more, and shall have five -

days allowed to pay the same to the president, who
shall cause notice to be given to such member by the
beadle, for which such member shall pay the beadle
two-pence ; but if not paid in five days after the meet-
ing night, by nine o’clock in the evening, he shall be
excluded: and the president shall inform the beadle
‘whether he bath received the money, according to this
article, the first time the beadle comes for orders,
which must be twice in every week : any president
violating thisarticle, it being fairlv proved against him,
shall torfeit five shillings:— All forfeits must be paid on
or before the third meeting night following, or he or
they so neglecting, shall be excluded, The contribu-
tion to be altered as the society shall think proper.—
N. B. Any member sending his contribution by his
‘wife, child, or apprentice, shall be allowed his liquor
the same as if present himself : and any stranger regu-
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]dl“[}" paying for a member who resides in the couns

, shall be entitled to his liquor.
Vl [f sickness or lameness come upon any member
of this seciety after he has been in it one whole year,
he shall receive ten shillings per week, during twelve
weeks, if so long incapable of workmg, and 1if he con-
tinue sick or lame beyond the said term, then he shall re-
ceive fiveshillings per week the whole time of his illness;
but if any member hath had one or more weeks’ pav,
and continue well for twelve months, and thenp receive
pay again, the money he hath 1eceived before shall not
be part of the twelve weeks’ pay, but if he fal! sick or
lame witbin twelve months, the mouey he bath in that
time received shall be added to the twelve week’s s pay.

VI. If any member die when he hath been in this
society one whole vear, ol notice being given to the
president, he shall pay the widow, or whom he may
appoint, oie pound, and if two years, three pounds,
and if three years, six pounds, and if imir vears, elght
pounds ; the money to be paid on notice of his death.
And if any member’s wife die, when he hath been in
this society two years, he shall receive two pounds ;
but not for more than one wife : and if any I'ﬂE:IIl-'DE:I"
dies after he hath recetved as aforesaid for his wife, be-
fore be hath been in three years, he shall receive one
puund but if he hath been in it three years, he shall
receive four pounds; and if he bath beeu in 1t four
years, shall receive six pounds.

VIII That the president shall on every meeting
night, publish in writing, a list of the members who
have received pay, durm;, the month, and also of those
who remain on pay, or for such neglect, shall forfeit
six—pence to the stock. - |

IX. If any member, by his vicious course of life,
bring any illness upon bimself, he shall not receive
any bencfit from the box, nor shall any member re-
ceive any benefit from the box, until he hath been a
week incapable of working.

- X. That whatever the pt‘ESIdEHl’ trustees, and assis-
tants may consult or do amone themselves, it being for
_ the good of the society; or where any private character
may be injured ; or for the saving uip

expeuces to the
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- socicty, they may not declare it to the whole society ;

bat if they cannot unanimously agree amongst them-
selves to determine the matter, it shall be left to the
society 3 but if it shoald appear to the society that the
matter should have been de‘tﬂrmmml by the president,
trustees, and assistants, the person or personsso bring-
ing it to the society, shall be dealt with as the major
part of the society shall think proper. |
XI. No person having any bodily infirmity upon him
shall become a member of this society : and if any
member hath any infirmity upon him at the time of his
admittance, and it be af erwards proved, he shall be ex-
cluded immediately ; nor shall any person be admitted
into this soctety thatis-under eighteen, or above twenty
five years of age, or that lives above two miles distant
fmm Shefheld; norin any other sick mu:,*y' and if
any member ol this society should think it more conve-
nient to reside in any other part of Great Britain, he
shall be permitted so to do, provided he pavs his con-
tribution, &c. as aforesaid, and n case he fall sick or
lame, so that he be rendered incapable of working, he
by wt]ding a certificate of his distemper, addressed to
the president of the society, and signed by the surgeon,
minister and churchiwardens where he then resides, with
proper directions where and how to send his pay, shall
have it remitted to him the same as any other member,
the pay only to commence trom the date of thel trer so
slgned and the certificate signed by the surgeon, min-
ister and churchwardens, to be renewed once every

- month, and also a letter on the members receiving the

mouney, with a proper receipt, otherwise the allowance
shall be: withdrawn, and no notice to be taken of any
certificate hereafter till the receipt is received, and
likewise a letter upon his recovery, signed as ahnve,
mentioning how many weeks his illness continued.—
N. B. The same in all respects is to be understood, if
any member should be from home, or on a journey.
XII. That if any charge of fraud or imposition be
brought against any member not residing in Shefhield,

“at the time of such member’s receiving the weekly al-

lowance, his pay shall be withdrawn till he hath clear-
ed hi mself from the imputation, by making affidavit
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before a magistrate, and sending it to the society for
Inspection,

XIHI Thatif any member be sick, and shall be or-
dered by a physician to go into the metrv for the re-
covery of his healih, he shall, acquainting the president
therewith, be permltted so to do, and shall be entitled
to the pajv the same as if he had been in Sheffield, but
if any person should go into the country without ac-
quainting the president therewith, he shall forfeit his
claim to pay, and be liable to give notice again, agreea-
bleto the meaning of the L1th or 17th article.

XIV. "The presuin:nt and trustees shall be at the
club room precisely at seven o’clock i the evening, on
the first Monday in every month, that being the gene-
ral meeting, with their respective kevs, to rucewe the
contrlbutmn money, or if thev shall nmlem to come,
or send their keys lw the time apl}mntui, they shall
forfeit sixpence each ; but if they, by anv business,
cannot attend, but send their keys, shall forfeit only.
two.pence ; also the assistanfs: to -be there. by seven
o’clock, or forfeit two-pence each : these forfeits to be
paid on or before the accounts are made, or for such
neglect shall be excluded.

XV. If a# y member of this society behave indecent
during the hours of meeting, or offers to lay any wagers
thereby disturbing the society in their business; or if
any person continues to talk after the president hath

demanded silence, or shall swear while the business of
‘the society is transacting, he or they, for every such

offence, shall forfeit four-pence to the stock.

XVI. If any member of this scciety shall cast a re-
flection on_his brother member, for anv thing be hath
received from this society, unless he.can prove that the
same was not lawlully received, he shall be fined as the
president, trustees, and assistants shall think proper;
and if any controversies shall arise concerning this so-
ciety, they shall be determined by the majority of
votes then present ; and if the votes are equal, the pre-
sident shal] have the casting vote.

XVTI. Any member giving notice to the president

of sickness or lameness, shall do it by a written note,

.mentioning the place of his abode, at, or before four,
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o'clock in the afternoon, at the same time the president.
shall deliver to him a ticket, which must be produced
every time he sends for his pay, and given up when le
gives up his pay, and if found working, or behaving
bimself unbecoming his situation, with such ticket in
his possession, he shall be tined or excluded, as the so-
ciety shall think proper, or if he begin to wnrk or be-
have hiniself unbecoming his hllud[IDn, on the dav bis
pay becomes due, shall forfeit five shillingsto the stock.

XVIIL If anv mewmber of this society shail be con--
victed of felonv, or thelt, by a verdict of his country-
men, he shall be excluded 1mmediately ; and 2f any
member be cast into prison for debt, or r&nmved into
the hospital, he shall neither pay umtrihutiun, nor re-
ceive pay from the box the whole time ot his confine-
ment ; and it shall be allowed for a sick member that
hath a famuily to get assistance from the parish.
N. B If he dies in prison, or in the hi]"!f]ltiil he shall
receive his funcral money dLuurd!ng‘t{J the articles.

XI1X. The beadle shall be allowed for visiting the
sick under the pay of this society, twice the first week
four guineas a year, and also one penny from E:dﬂh
member on the ge m:rul mecting 1n July, end also for
extraordinary visiting, such as Bm.uw s Island, High-
field, &c. sixpence each time; to Attercliffe, &c Elght
pence ; and for all such visits of three miles distance,
gne shithng 5 and for calling a general bye meetmg

XX. The assistants two at a time, shall visit the
sick, twice in‘every week, Sundays excepted, for one
month, or they shall forfeit for every such neglect six-
pence to the stock ; thev shall likewise attend on the
president twice a w véek fak orders, as also to acquaint
him of the stute of the sick, or for such neglect, shall
forfeit two-pence to the &.tmL and the neeting night
following, two more shall be 'd,ppninted to visit, or for-
feit as above, and so on, till the assistants have gone
round, so long as there is any under the pay of this
society.

XXI. The president of this society shall from time
to time receive such sum or sums of money as shall be
thought necessary for the payment of the sick, and
shall bnng in bis accounts every meeting night, to shew
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how much he hath paid and to whom, which shall be
eutered iato the society’s book of-accounts, and shall
then receive such further sum as shall be thought ne-
cessarv from time to time to the end ofthe year.

XXII. Ifany member hath reason to suspect that any
improper use 1s made of the society’s money, he shall
request the president that a committee be appointed out
of the members not in office, to consist of three or five
persons. the committee to be chosen by the majority of
the members then present, to examine the books of the
society, and to report such examination to the society,
the meeting night following, and the president shall at.
tend with the committee so chosento answer such ques-
tions as far as relates to the business before them ; and
after such examination, such measures shall be adopted
as the major part of the society shall think proper, the
president refusing to comply with the request of the
member or mémbers so applying, shall be f]med or €X-
cluded as the major purt of the society shallthink proper

XXIIl On the general meeting night, held the first
Monday in July, each member shall pay of all arrears,

or for such neglect shall forfeit one shilling to the stock

and the president shall make up his accounts some time
betwixt the general night and the feast ; the president,
trustees and assistants, clerk and beadle, and the three
presidents latest in office, shall have all the expences
of the accounts making defrayed from the stock; and
the president’s accounts shall not pass unless just and
fair, which any member of the society may have liber-
ty to examine at any future time ; he shall likewise de-
liver up his key, with every thing belonging to the so-
cietv, to his successor.—N. B. Our feast days.are on
the third and fourth Mondays in July. \
XXIV. That ifany member be the cause of fighting,
‘or any other disturbance 10 the club room on the feast
dav, or any other meeting whatsoever, he or they so
offending, shall each and every one of them pay five
shillings to the stock ; or if it be not convenient for any
member to conie on our feast day, he may send his fa-
ther or any old person an object of charity in his room,
And if any member on our feast day intrudes into any
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nther compamf than that he dined wnh, exceptltbe
agreeable to that company, he shall forfeit sixpence to
the stock, to be paid by the third meeting following, or.
be excluded. That all quarrels and controversies ari-
sing amongst the memberk of this society at any public
- meeting shali be decided by the major part of the mem-

bers then present ; the contending parties to retire into
another roou, till the matter be demdﬂd and then each
Edrt& to submit to the determination of t,he- society, or

¢ excluded —N. B. The members under pay at the
time of the feast, may receive two shillings instead of
a feast if they choose.

XXV. If the president shall have occasion to sum-
mons the trustees aud assistauts tgether, upon any bu-
siness of the society, he shall give them two days notice
by the beadle, and if any of them shall refuse or neg-
lect to come at the time appointed, which shall be at
the usual place of weeting, he or they for every such
neglect, shall forfeit sixpence to the stock; but if the
president wants monev, the first of the dhhistdnth_l,hd.t
can be found, shall come immediately, or forfeit four=
pence ; and if the president shall have occasion to sum-
mons the society together, upon notice being given as
above, they shall be ob lged to attend at the house a
pointed, or forieit fonrpence to the stock ; and for not
paving the same in three months, shall he excluded.

XXVI. The clerk and beadle of this society shall al-
ways be ready toattend the business thereof on meeting
mights at seven o'clock, and at other times when their
attendance is required, or for such veglect, shall forfeit
six-pence to the stock ; also, the clerk shall receive for
‘wages, three ainlunga per month, or any other sum as
shall be agreed upon by the society.
¢ XXVII. That no menber shall be allowed to sit in
the president’s room on the meeting night with the pre-
‘sident, trustees and assistants, nnh’ tfle two prea:dt,ms
latest in office, or any member who may have business
to transact with the society: any mewmber violating
t his article, shall forfeit one shilling to the stock. .

XXVIII If any member of this society, inlist into.
hln majesty’s service, he shall be excluded immediately




-after he is attested : also any member that shall inlist

4|

into the militia, as a sabstitute, shall be excluded ; but
if any member be properly ballotted to serve in the
‘militia, he shall llﬂltht’l‘ pay to nor receive any benefit
from the society’s stock during the time of his being in
actual service,

XXIX. Any member of this society, who may enrol
himself as a voluateer, shall not receive pav for any in.
jury he mayv receive whilst on’ actual service, provid -d

also if they be called out to be embodied, shall be liable

to pay contribution the same as the mher members,
but shall not be entitled to pav whilst on actual service,

N. B. Bat if he dies whilst on actual service, shall
be entitied to his funeral money agreeable to the
meaning of the seventh article.

XXX. If any member shall remove from his place of
abode, he shall give notice to the beadle in three meet-
ing murhts after such removal, or forfeit threepence to
the bea.die, to be paid in three meeting nights after, or
be excluded.

XXXIL That a conmittee shall be elected out of the
whole society, to consist of twelve members, and the
persons so elected, shall continue upon the committee
for the space of six years, and any member refusing to
serve to the full end and term of s'x ve.rs, aiter b-:*mrr
duly elected, shall forfeit two shillings and <ixpence to
the stock ; four members shall go out from the com-
mittee ew.'r} two vears,and shall be replaced by four
others; the committee at any time to be under the
control of the society. N. B. Old presidents, and
old delegates, are exempted from serving as deie-
gates, unless with their own consent. -

XXXIL The committee of this society shall send
one representative to make part of the committee of de-
legates of the Corn Mill; any member elected to the
office refusing to serve for one vear, shall forfeit two-
shillings and alxpence to the society’s stock : the said
del’ gd.te to bring a statement twice a year, which shail
be made public the general meeting mghtfnlinumg or
for such neglect shall forfeit slxpe:nce to the society’s
stock, and if the committee ofthissociety shall see cause







