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READER.
I Have been defired by feveral Eriends, to [et

forthtbe Interpretation concermng the Witch

of Endor and King Saul 5 bow it may be
underfbood bow [be raifed Samuel, and bow
Familiar Spirits came to be procured, and with
what Power they do  fuch [ftrange Things.
Many Enemies aifo bave objeited this Place,
to prove that Spirits may be raifed withont Bo- -
dies, and that Spirits may walk, or be bappy or
miferable without Bodies: Though I bave given
an Anfwer in Difconrfe to thefe Doubts and
Quieflions, but few can retain in their Memory
what is [poken in Difconrfe 5 therefore 1 thought
it convenient and neceflary to fet it forth in

Print, for the Information and Sarisfaition of
| A3 - 1many
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many Friends who defire it, and for the Con-
vincement of all Gain-[ayers.  And let them
ferionfly read it cver without Prejudice, and they
may [ee this Point-clearly opened, which bath
laid bid this many Hundred Years, with otber
Places of Seriptures opened, which many bave
objected againft this Interpretation, and all thofe
Places of Scripture that is commonly brought, or
doth moft feem to hold forth, that Spirits may
be without Bodies, are likewife opened and ex-

pounded in fbort in this Treatife, as followerh..
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Witch of ENDOR.
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1 SaM. XXVIIL from the v1th to the 18th Verfe.

Shall give the Interpretation, what is meant by
that Familiar Spirit the Witch of Erdsr which -did®
raife Samuel, {o much {poken of'in the Book of Sawmuel,
and other Places of Scripture ; and fo much objelt-
ed by many to prove that Spirits may be raifed
e = 2] without Bodies, and may appear unto People in.
what Shape they pleafe.
The Belief of this lying Principle, it did proceed out of the Ima-~ .
gination of Reafon, the Devil ——The Imagination that doth arifeor
-proceed from the Seed of Reafon in Man,, is that Familiar Spirit that
Witchesdeal with, and that Familiar Spirit it proceedeth from no.
Spirit or Devil without a Man, but from the Seed of Reafon within
Man ; for look what evil Thoughts doth arife oat of the Heart of
Man, it proceedeth out of the Seed of Reafon in Man, and not from
any thing without Man; for the Imagination of the Heart, it is plac’d.
in the Seed of Reafon, therefore it is faid in Scripture; That the Ima-
ginations of Man’s Heart was evil, and that every Imagination of the
Thouphts of bis Heart was only evil continually, as in Gen. vi. 5. So that
there is no other Devil, or Spirit, or Familiar Spirit for Witches to -
deal withal, cr to work any Enchantments by, but their own Ima-
gl gination 5
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a A true Interpretation

gination 3 there the Familiar Spirit is produced from whence it came;
and there it ceafes to be when they are put to Death, or over-power’d
by the Knowledge,and the Power of Faith in other Men then the Fa-
miliar Spirit centers in the Imagination again, it bemg Over-powers
ed by the Power of Faith; {o likewife, the good Thoughts that doth
proceed out of the Heart of Man, the_v do arife or proceed from the
Seed of Faith, concerning the true God, or any hea\renl}r Secret, or
temporal ]udi.\mErFq or temporal Bleﬂings ; if the Fﬂreknowledge
of thefe Things doth arife, or be’ foretold by the Revelation of the
Seed of Fa tth, they are '111::1 may be called the Spirit of God.

Becaufe they were foretold and declared by the Revelation of the
Seed of Faith, which Seed of Faith-is the beed of God, it being of
God’s own Nature, therefore called the Spirit of Ged, and o fcrre-
told and declared by the Spirit of God : So likewife, what Foreknows-
ledge or Declaration of Things, that are above that which is com-
mon to the Seed of Reafon, (as raifing of Spirits and fuch like 3) I fay,
they do proceed from the Imagination of Reafon, the Devil; and this
ftrong Imagination from the Seed of Reafon, is that Familiar Spirit
by which Witches do divine or foretel Things. So that che {trong
lmagmatmn of Reafon, being exercifed about Things that are beyond
Trades and Sciences, thaL are ne.,eﬂ"lr},r, needful, dﬂd lawful 5 fo it
becomes a Familiar Spirit, becaufe it proceeds f'mm the Imagmatinn
of Reatvity and the Seed of Reafon being the Devil, and the Deévii
being the fd“EI‘L Angel ; for the Devil is Man and Wﬂman ; and the
Seed of Redfon is their Seed. And that Seed of Reafon it came from,
that Serpent that beguiled Evey and that Serpent was an Angel, and
his Seed was Reafon, and this Reafon in Man is the Devil ; and the
Imagination of Reafon is the Father of that Familiar Spirit, by which
a Man or Woman doth Divine, Soothfay, raife Shapes, ar hearVoices,
or any fuch Thing of that b.fu:ure they all proceed from the Imagi-
nation of Reafon in Man, and the (}rn.,mal Being of this Seed of Rea-
fon. It came from that Serpent=Angel, that was caft down from
Heaven unto this Earth, who deceived our firft Parents, as I liave
abundantly fhewed in Rev. xi. and in the Interpretation of the whole
Book of the Kevelation.

Now I have laid a Foundation for the Reader, thathe may the et~
ter underftand the Foundation, from whence theie Eamﬁmr Spirits
that Witches have, do proceed, and how they are procured; and
whit Powet they have over the ignorant Mind of Man 3 therefore
to fatisfy the Thoughts of many, who hath defired-and requefted of
me, that I would interpret fome chief Sayings in theScriptures, that

fpeaketh
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| afl tbe Witch of EN'D OR,

fpeaketh of Witcheraft, and Familiar Spirits, and f{uch like ; which
Sayingsare very ftrange and hard to be underftood ; {o that moft Peo-
ple are very much unfatisfied in thefe Things, though clear in their
Judgments, in many otherThings that are of more Concernment. And
as 1 have given the Interpretation of the whole Book of theRevelation,
with many other Places of Scripture, to the great Comfort and Sa-
tisfaltion of many, fo I fhall add the Interprecation of this thing alfo.
* The firft Place of Scripture I{hallindift upon, isthat in 1 Sam.xxviii.
beginning at the r1th Verfe, concerning the Witch of Endoe- 3 this
is commonly the Place that moft People fetch to prove, that Spirits
may be raifed in what Shape the Witch pleafe by their Familiar Spi-
rits; therefore let the Reader mind the Difcourfe that followeth. The
Words are thele, Then faid the Woman, Whom [hall 1 bring up unto thee ?

- And he faid, bring me up Samuel, And in the 12th Verfe, And when

the Woman faw Samuel, [be cried with aloud Voice, and the Woman [pake
to Saul, faying, why haft thou deceived me, for thos art Saul ! And in.
the 13th Verfe, And the King [aid unto her, be not afraid, for what
Jaweft thou 2 _And the Woman faid nnto Saul, I faw Gods afcending out
of the Earth. The 14th Verfe, And be [aid unto her, what Form is be of 2
And [he [aid, an old Man cometh up, and be is covered with a Mantle.
And Saul perceived it was Samuel, and be ftooped with bis Face to the
Grotnd, and bowed bimfelf. The 15th Ver(e, And Samuel [aid to Saul,.
Why haft thow difguicted me to bring me np 2 And Saul anfwered, 1 am
fore diftreffed: For the Philiftines make War againft me, and God is depar-
ted from me, and anfwereth me no more, neither by “Prophet, nor by Dreams:
Therefore I have called thee, that thou mayft make known unto me what 1
fhall do. Verfe 16. Then faid Samuel, Wherefore then doft thor ask of me,
[ecing the Lord is departed from thee, and is become thine Enemy ? Verfe:
17. Andthe Lord hath doneto him, as be [pake by me 3 for the Lord hath:
vent the Kingdom out of thine Hand, and given it to rby Neighbour, even
toDavid, Verfe 18. Becaufethon obeyeft not the Voice of the Lordy nor
executed his fierce Wrath upon Amalek 5 therefore bath the Lord done this-
Thing unto thee this Day,
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H1S Familiar Spirit the Witch of Endor and other Witches:
have, whereby they do fuch Things, it is the Imagination of
Reafon, the Devil in them{elves ; thatis, they fet themlelves apart:
with the Thoughts of the Imaginations of their Hearts, to dive inr}:lu :
the-



4 . A true [Interpretation

the diabolical Power; that is, that they might know the Depthsof
Satan, their Imagination conceiving that the Devil is a Spirit ﬂymg
i Lht:' Air, and that this ‘?pmt can affume or take up'any Shape it
pleafe. So that the Imagination.of the Heart hath produced an evil
Spirit in it felf] forthat this Familiar Spirit is begotten out of the
Womb of Reafon : For the Seed of Reafon in Man is the Womb or
the Mother, and the Imagination of the Heart is the Father thae
begets this "Familiar Spirit, and this Familiar Spirit is the Son of
Imn:m ation. So thatall Thoughts of the Heart, and that wonderful
Knowledge declared by them, it is revealed through this Son the Fa-
miliar Spirit, begotten in themfelves by the Seed of Reafonthe Mo-:
ther, and Imagination the Father. So that there1s no Devil; nor
Familiar Spirit without them, as People do vainly imagine, but the
Devil and Familiar Spirit is always within them, and no where elfe 5
yet all People fear a Devil without them, but heis no where to be:
found but in Man and Woman, this I do certainly know to be true. :

Again, Thefe Witches doth fuppofe the true God to be anInfinitel
Spirit, withoutany Bud}r or Subftance, ‘as all People almoft do:; and
that the Devil is a Spirit that can afflume Bodies or- what Sh:-l e he
pleafeth, or what Shape or Form the Witch fhall call for. Th:s is.
the Opinion of moft Penple in the World as well as Witches, yea,
even of the moft of the greateft learned Men 5 Darknefs hath over=
{pread the Minds of all learned Men in the World, {o that they cana
not find out what the true God is, nor where he is ; .nor what the
right Devil is, nor where he is ; yea Man, himfelfis he that canmot
find out himfelf: But no more of this now-

To the Matter in hand, the Witches they do net know. any Divine
Being, or Power, or me of God, but what their Imagination doth
conceive to be God, for they have full Faith in this Rnowledge of
theirs, to be the true Knowledge of God ; only the Laws of Men
they fear, but no other God, but that Familiar Spirit which they
have produced in themfelves, by giving themfelves either to Fafting
and Prayer, unto an unknown Divine anb or Power; fuppofing this
Power to be a Spirit that can appear in any Shape they thall call for
or defire. "And all People being ignorant of the true God, -and the
right Devil, as they themfelves are, fo that the People have a Faith
in thefe W1tches bemg ignorant as aforefaid.

What the true God and right Devil 1s, and the Witches ‘Faith, and
their Faith being joyn’d together, it hecometh ftrong to atchieve
fuch Apparitinns as their Faich hath chofe to be the Objeét of their
Imagination : For he that enquireth of a Witch, his Faith and the
Witch’s Faith is all one. Alﬁ;



of the Witch of ENDOR. 5

- - Alfo this is to. be minded, that all Witches have fome Rule by
which they do perceive thoe Apparitions,- and hear thofe Voices;
for their is nowicked Knowledge or wicked Wifdom asthe W rifdom
of the World, neither is there any good Knowledge or good Wifdom
as the Wifdom of God. 1 fay, there 1s no Knowledge or Wifdom
- good or bad, but thofe that have it they muft go by fome Rule, elfe
it 1s meer hﬂnfEniE > as moft of your Quakers Matters or Pnnmplﬁ:
are meer Nonfenfe, that hath neither Bottom nor Top.

REBEEBEIBEE GG GECEOTTEEIEEEEEE
C.-H A Pai dIL

UT to the Matter in hand, we fee the natural Aftrologers they
go by a Rule, and their Wifldom and Knowledge in Things {)t
Nature, 1|: is declared by them trom and by a Rule, elfe that they
fay w:}uld be meer Nonfenfe and Foolifhnefs.

Yetl fay,your natural Aftrologers they are Witches,and have their
Figure to judge the Effelts of the Stars ; but this Witchcraft is al-
lowed by the Powers of the Nations.

So Lifay, thete Witches that doth do Things by a Familiar Spirit,
they have a Rule to walk by as the other hath ; for as the Imagina-
tmn of the other hath by the Study of the Fjgure attained to give
fome Judgment upon the Effelts of the Stars, upon a particular Per- -
{fon or Nation, . So likewife thofe Witches that hath a Familiar Spi-
rit, they have attained to this Familiar Spirit out of their Imagina-

tion of Reafon, as I {aid before. _

" And this Familiar Spirit being begotten in themfelves by the
Strength of Imagination their Father ; now underftand thus much,
that this diabolical Wifdom that is begﬂtten in Man and Woman b')l‘
the Imagination of Reafon, the Devil is that Familiar Spirit that
Men and Women do att bj,r

And after. this Familiar. Spirit is bEﬂ.ﬁGttEn in Man or ‘Ei’;}mﬁrl by
Imagination their Father, as I faid before, then this Familiar Spiric
of the Witch will motion in the Mind t00 faft, and pray unto the
Hoft of Heaven, the Sun, Moon and Plauets, fuppofing that the
good Spirit in fome of them, and i unag:mng the evil Spmt or Devil
to be in other {fome of them,

- Now obferve, when this Familiar Spint is prﬂdue:edm thern, then
j:hey obferve every Motion of the Mind, and.their Faith beingin
efnfery Motion of their Minds, it pmduceth either {ome farther f[{naci.v-

, B ledge



6 A true Interpretatfon

ledge in their own Apprehenfion, or elfe fome Vifions are prefented
to their Phantafies 3 for they have dedicated fome certain Words to
be {aid in their Minds motional, to be ufed when they would do any
Feats, befides their Fafting and Prayer. And this Thing they have
dedicated to enquire of, is that which they divine with, or tellany
Thing from it, 1s much likeunto the Aftrologers, their Figure isde-
dicated for that Purpofe, that he may tell Things from, and with-
out the Knowledge of the Figure. He can tell nothing except he
were skilled in it before, but the Figure was the Thing he came to
know more than others at the firft ; for wonderful Things may be
accomplifhed through the Imagination of Reafon, when it hach fet
it {elf apart on purpofe to attain unto {uch Things. '

For 1 find by Experience within this feventeen Years, what ftrange
Things hath been atchieved by Man and Woman, who hath given
themfelves up to an unknown God upon a Religious Account. Some
bath by their Fafting and Prayer unto an unknown Ged, attained
unto Vifions, Apparitions, Appearance of Angels, Voices, and many
other firange Things 3 yet altogether ignorant of the true God and
the right Devil, and what Angels are ; fo that thefe Things hath
been all within them, and they thought that God had revealed thefe
Things unto them ;3 when as they did attain unto thefe Things afore-
fatd by their own Endeavours; as many Quakers and others can Wit-
nefs at this Day, if they would, by hearkening te the Light within
them, and Fafting, and fuch like. Neither did God prefent any Vi-
fion, or {peak any Voice unto them, but they do produce thofe
Things aforefaid by their own Imaginations.

" So isit with Witches, they do raife Shapes and Voices out of
themfeives, and thofe Voices they hear, they are no other but mo-
tional Voices in themfelves; and the ignorant People that be-
lieves them is Partakers of thofe motional Voices alfo with the
Witch. -
~ For their is no Spirit of the Devil without them, that doth af-
fume any Shape, or {peak any Voice unto the Witch, neither doth
any Spirit without the Witch reveal any Knowledge unto them;
it isall produced by their own wicked Imagination, wht_:r hath begot-
ten within themfelves that Familiar Spiric they deal with, and not
from any Devil or Spirit without them,

But all cometh from the Imagination within, that 'is, the Devil
and no other ; yet' this:Familiar Spirit is produced from within
them, to fee Shapes, and hear motional Voices, meerly by watch-
ing the Motion of the Imagimationw that-is placed in their Minds

L or -



of the Witch of ENDOR. .
or Hearts, even as the Ouakers do by hearkening to the Light with-

in them, they do procure many ftrange Vifions and motional
Voices, but they being Groundlefs and Nonfenfical they come to

nothing. - |
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ET the Reader obferve when King Sax! asked the Witch of -
| Endor, What Form the Gods was of, [he bad [een afcend out of the
Earth 3 The Woman anfwered and faid, A» old Man with a Mantle,
¢c. But Saul faw nothing but as the Woman told him, and Saz/ be-
lieved her Words, and bowed himfelf to the Ground. Now
mind the 15th Verfe, Samuel fzid to Saul, why baft thou difquicted me
to'bring me up 5 the Meaning is this, now the Witch had full Power
over Saul, {o that he did really believe the Witch, that fhe had in-
deed raifed up Samuel, though he faw nothing yet the Fear ot
being deftroyed by the Philiftines, and the Belief of the Woman's
- Weords, Samuel began to fpeak in Saul’s Conficiences there came in-

to Saul’s Mind the Words which Samucl had told him in his Life-
time —— . Se that thefe was no {peaking to Sau! by Samuel, but
the Reafonings of Saul’s own Heart; and thefe Voices that Samuel
{pake to Saxl, they were motional Voices that did ari{e in S#x/’s own
Heart. For an accufing Confcience will fpeak dreadful Voices
in the Conftience ; as the Blood of Abel cried for Vengeance in
Cuin’s Confcience, and the Saints that were flain under the Altar;
cried for Vengeance upon thofe that fhed their Blood ; fo that a
finful Conf{cience will have Voices enough to torment him, though
God himfelf, nor Prophet without him, doth never {peak unto him.
A guilty Confcience will fpeak with a motional Voice their great
Terror and Torment, which is greater than can be born, as it was
with Cain, Seul, and Fudas. Yea, it was Fear, and the Remem-
brance of Saxl’s Difobedience to Samuel’s Words in his Life-time,
this did arife afrefh in Sauxl’s Mind, and {pake with motional Voices
in Saul’s Confcience, accufing him for his Difobedience to Samuel’s
Words.

For the Remembrance of Samuel’s Words, may be faid to difquiat
Samuel 3 for Samuel’s Words were buried in Saul's Confcience.

But now, by his going to enquire of a Witch, Samuel is revived

~ again in Saul’s Mind, and there Samucl {peaks Fear, Wrath, and
B2 Terror;




Q A true Interpretation

Terror; for Samuel’s Words {pake in Saul’s Confcience one motional
Voice, and the Guilt of Saul’s Difobedience {pake Fear and Horror
in Saul's Confcience, this was a motional Voice in Saxl’s Conicience
al{o ; for the Voice of Truth will {peak, or the Voice of Obedience,
and the Voice of Sin and Difobedience will {fpeak in Man’s Con-
{cience, as if they were two diftinét Spirits. -

This many guilty Confciences can witnefs, as we may read by
Cuain that killed his Brother, and Fudas that betrayed his Lord, and
many others who hath been guilty of the like Crimes. G

So that the Witch did raife no Samuel, nor Spirit, but a meer
Shadow it was the Witch faw, which fhe could raife by her Art;
neither was there any Samuel or Spirit not at 21l that did {peak to
Saul, but that motional Voice in Saxl’s Con{cience as aforefaid.

And in this Senfe Samuel may be faid to be difquieted 3 for if Saul
had never gone to the Witch to enquire of her, Semuel’s Words had
been quiet in Saul ; neither would Saul have had fuch Reafoningsin
himfelf, nor have been {o fenfible of the Worm of his Cenicience.

So that there was no Voice of Sanmuel {poke unto Saxl, but a mo-
tional Voice in Saxl’s own Mind or Con{cience; his Fear and his Dif-
obedience, and what Semuel had told him before, thefe all {peaking
with Voices in his wounded Confcience. Samuels Words {pake one
Voice, and his own Difobedience {pake another ; {o that the
Witch of Endor did neither raife Samuel, but only made the King
believe fhe did, neither did Samuel {peak to the King but as aforefaid.

For the Kingdom being rent out of his Hands, his Sons being de-
ftroyed, and allother "Threatnings of Samuel, they came into Saul’s
Mind afrefh with ftrong Motions, fo that they became as Voices in
Saul’s Heart, as if Samuel had fpake to the hearing of the Bar: For
there was no Samuel raifed, nor no Samuel {pake, but what was mo-
tional in the Mind of Saal, and what did vifionally appear unto the
Witch, which was a meer Shadow which {he could produce by her
Witcheraft- Art, toall thofe that were more ignorant than her felf,
or had Faith in her Power. .
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OR the Reader muft mind, that Witches and all thofe that
doth attain to the Vifions, and hear Voices within them, they

do ufe Means to attainunto it ; alfo they have fome ftanding Rule
oL
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or. Art, by whith they come to enquire or to know Things, that are
above that Knowledge which is common to other People, it is much
like unto the Ways of God.

Therefore let the Reader mind the Ground work laid down at
the firft, that the Imagination of Reafon had begottena Son out of
the Womb of the Seed of Reafon in Man, which I call the Mother,
and Imagination the Father, and the Son that is begotten in the
Womb of Reafon ; by Imagination the Father is that great Wifdom,
Knowledge and Power, by which they go beyond other People who
are of a lower Capacity.

This Son is that, Familiar Spirit Witches doth deal with ; it is
another Spirit begotten in them, which was not in their Birth,
when they were born, but begotten “in themfelves fince by Imagi-
nation as aforefaid ; Neither is this Familiar Spirit produced, or
doth come from any Thing, or any Devil without them, as Peo-
ple do vainly imagine ; but the Familiar Spirit it is produced, and
doth come frem within,. for out of the Heart cometh evil Thonghes,
Murder, Adultery, &c. And all Familiar Spirits, they are all con-
conceived in the Heart, and being conceived there, in its Seafon it
bringeth forth fuch Spirits as are conceived in the Heart ; if En-
vy and Murder be conceived, as it wasin Cain, then it bringeth
forth the Spirit or Deed of Murder ; it Luft be conceived in the
Heart, it bringeth forth the Spirit and At of Adultery, asitdid
in-David 5 and if a Familiar Spirit be conceived in the Heart,
then it bringeth forth fuch a Spirit that fhall {peak motional
Voices within them, as if fome Spirits without them did appear with-
out a Body, and fpeak to them, and reveal thofe Things unto them.

- Many wicked Spirits more then is mentioned, are conceived in the
Hearts of Men and Women, and afted by them,. Spirits, 1 fay,
that were never of God’s Creation, but hath been conceived.
in ‘the Mind of Man f{ince ; for when Sin is conceived, as in
Fames 1. 15. When Luft hath conceived, it bringeth forth Siny and Sin:
when it is finifhed, bringeth forth Death : {o that there is a Couception
of Sin ficft in the Heart 3 and if it doth not die before it quickens
into Life, that is, into alt ; then it bringeth forth Death, which is
the Punithment due to {fuch Sins, that are alive in Man’s Actions, af-
~ ter they were conceived in the Heart. And as the Evil of Murder,
Adultery, and Theft is conceived firft in the Heart, {o is that Fami-
liar Spirit Witches and Wizards have ; they are firft conceived in
the Mind, and in a little Seafon it groweth alive in them, and
fpeaketh unto them, asif it were without them : For this 1 fay,,

thac
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. /0 oxodeey It
that a Familiar Spirit is conceived and begotten in the Heart of *

Man and Woman, as the other Sins aforementioned are, and the
Caufe why God is more angry with thofe that deal with a Familiar
Spirit, and hath commanded them to be put to Death, more than
for other Sins conceived in the Mind is, becaufe they imitate the
Way of God. Or the Spirit of Prophecy, which caufeth the Peo-
ple to believe in a meer Fiftion or Shadow without any Subftance,
that a Spirit may be raifed out of the Ground without a Bedy, and
fo they forfake the living God, who hath a Body of his own, and
gave Life to every Creature, that hath a Body and doth believe a
1.1e,which hath been conceived in the Mind, and hath quickned into
a Familiar Spirit, and this Spirit doth always live within the Witch,

and not without her 3 and this Familiar Spirit thus conceived, firft o ¢

inthe evil Mind, and afterward quickning in the evil Heart, ir goeth,
from Strength to Strengthy and from one Degree of Knowledge, to a far-"

tner Degree of evil Knowledge, and evil Wifdom, as all Things elfe
doth that hath Life ; for Sin hath Life in it, and the outward Law
caufeth Sin to revive in every one that doth evil, asSt. Paul faith,
R gm. vii. 9. Thus in fome Meafure the Reader may underftand
what a Familiar Spirit is, and how it comes to have a Being in
Witches and Wizards, and how the ignorant are Partakers with
the Familiar Spirit.

Aw+ 7 In the next Place, I fhall fhew how thofe that have a Familjar e~

Spirit do imitate the way of God, or the way of true Prophets; ob- #* /&

ferve the Way and Manner of true Prophets, High-Priefts, and all o-
ther People, who are richly gifted with the Spirit of Prophecy, or
Revelation 3 for the Seed of Faith planted in the Heart, isthe Seed
snd Natureof God, as Reafon is the Seed and Nature of the Serpent
or Devil ; and as the Seed of Réafon is the Womb or Mother for
Imagination to get a Son.

So likewife the Seed of Faith in Man, is the Womb or Mother for

the Revelation of Faith, to beget a Son out of the Seed of Faith,

an{werable as the Imagination doth out of the Seed of Reafon.

And this Son the Revelation hath begotten out of the Seed of
Faith, is that heavenly Wifdom, difcerning Knowledge and Power
over the Spirits of others, and Knowledge of Things above the
stars, and knoweth the true God in Form and Nature, with many
other heavenly Secrets, which none elfe can know but thofe that
believe them.

So that the Revelation of Faith hath begotten this heavenly Wif-
dom, Power and Glory out of the Seed of Faith, which is the Seed

of
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of God, even of his Divine Nature ; and this Wifdom, Power, and
Glory, is that Son or Spirit, by which all Prophets, High Priefis,
Apoftles and others that have it. ' :

I fay this is that by which they can truly divine by, in that they
can foretel truly what fhall come to pafs, according to the Know-
ledge of the Revelation of Faith ; and this Wifdom, and Knowledge
being produced by Revelation out ofthe Womb of the Seed of Faith,
it may and is called the Spirit of God in Man, that doth teach and
thew the Wifdom of God to others, {o that others cometh to be
taught and fubjelted by it, to their great Peace here, and eternal

Joy hereafter. . . | .
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{ N D this Spirit of Wifdom, Knowledge and Power, which

is produced by the Revelation as aforefaid, it hath motional
Voices in the Confcience, as the Familiar Spirit hath in the evil Con-
{cience ; but the motional Voices in a good Confcience {peaketh
Peace. Likewife this motional Voice in Prophets, High-Priefts,
Apoftles, and others, is that by which they do foretel Things by,
whether it be good or bad, that fhall befal thofe that {fhall
enquire. &

Alfo the Spirit of Revelation hath a ftanding Rule to enquire by,
as thofe have that doth tell Things by a Familiar Spirit, asl faid be-
fore ; for the Witches doth imitate the way of the Prophets, and
and the Devil’s Way is as like God’s Way as he can.

Now let the Reader mind, and he may fee how Men have enquir-
ed of the Lord by motional Voices in the Mind, by that Spirit of
Faith which is gotten by Revelation, which is called the Spirit of
God.

In the Time of the Law of Aofes, the Ephod was a ftanding
Rule, for to enquire of God for good or bad Succefs. Now there
was no Man could tell what the Event would be that looked upon
the Ephod, but fuch Men as had the Spirft of Revelation and Pro-
phecy in them ; as David and the High Prieft, as foon as ever they
looked upon the Ephod, they could tell whether they fhould pro-
{per in Battle or not ; but if any other Man which had not the Spirit
‘of Revelation and Prophecy fhould look upon the Ephod, they could

tell nothing by it
Though
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Though the Ephod wasappointed of God, on purpofe toenquire
of God, yet none could find out God’s Mind, but fuch Men aforefaid ;
for as {foon as ever David or the High-Prieft looked upon the Ephod,
they could tel) what the Event would be,as may be feen, 1 Sam.xxiii.
6, 9. how David called for the Ephod and Abiathar the Prieft to
bring it to enquire of the Lord.

“Yet God never {pake to them by Voice, yet they had motional
Voices in them(elves in their Hearts, afluring them that they pro-
dper or not profper; yet God never appeared himfelf, nor any Angel,
‘meither did God fpeak by any Voice, yet they are bid to go and pro-
1per, asif they had heard {ome Voice by looking upon the Ephod,
{o that thofe Voices that bid them go and profper, they were motio-
nal Voices that did arife from the Revelation and Spirit of Pro-
phecy within them by that Skill they had in the Ephod, which was
appointed of God for that Purpofe. So that all David’s Voices, and
the High-Prieft Voices, that were motional Voices, yet called the
Voice of God, becaufe they did arife from the Seed of Faith in Da-
vid and others, which is the Divine Nature of God, therefore called
the Spirit of God.

For this I fay, if Saul had not loft that Spirit of Prophecy by his
Difobedience, as he once had, when the good Spirit departed from
him, he might have enquired of the Ephod, and have been anfwered
with a motional Voice by the Ephod, as he was by enquiring ofa
Witch

For the Spirit of Samuel did {peak no more to Sauz/, then the Spirit
of God did {peak to David, they were both motional Voices that did
arife from their two Seeds the oneVoice {pake Peace and Deliverance,
and the other fpake Wrath and Deftrultion ; the one did enquire in
the Way that God did appoint, even of the Ephod, or ofthe Lord’s
Prophets; the other did enquire of that which was forbidden, and
forfook the Lord and his Prophets, and went to a Witch to enquire :
It was becaufe one was the Seed of Adam, which is the Seed of God,
and fo chofen of God in Mercy, even Dawid ; and the other was the
Seed of the Serpent, even the Devil, who was chofen King in God’s
Wrath even Saul. :

This is the true Interpretation of thofe Voices that Samuel {pake to
Saul, and of his being raifed by the Witch of Endor.

Therefore you that can underftand thefe things as aforementioned,
you may {ee how the whole World lieth in Darknefs, and are cheated
of their Senfe and Reafon by this lying and vain Imagination, to

believe that Spirits can: be without Bodies, or that Spirits can be'rfﬁ?d
without
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without Bodies, or that Spirits can f{peak without Bodies, or that
Spirits departed can affume any Shapes afterwards : thefe Things and
many more are produced by the dark Imagination of the Heart of
Man : And if the Reader hath any true Light of Faith in him, he may
underftand the Interpretation I have given of the Witch of Endor,
and how a Familiar Spirit is produced or begotten in them, and be
fatisfied in his Mind as to that Matter ; fo much concerning thofe
Words in Samuel aforementioned,

28828823222223888882238282888322838
CHAP VI

: G AIN, it is faid, Ifa.viii. 29. the Prophet {peaking there to
unbelieving Ifraclites that did not believe the Word of the Lord
through the Prophets Mouths, concerning the Deftru¢tion that theuld
come upon Ifracl 5 this Judgment did the Lerd threaten by the
Mouth of his Prophet Ifaiab to bring upon Ifrael for their Unbelief ;
and this Prophet feeing the People would not hearken unto the Voice
of the Lord’s Prophets, nor inquire of them, but altogether per-
fecuted them as falfe Prophets, Deceivers and Liers, and the In-
clination of their Hearts was more willing and defirous to enquire of
a Witch or Wizard, who had a Familiar Spirit then of the Prophet
of the Lord, as you may {ee Chapter and Verfe above-written; the
Words are thefe as followeth. _

And when they - (hall [ay unto you, feek unto them that biave Familiar
Spirits, and unto Wizards that peep and that mutter, [hould not a People
]gek unto their God for the living to the dead. The Meaning of
thefe Words is this, that unbelieving Men do think and believe
that Witches and Wizards who hath a Familiar Spirit, can rife out
of the Ground where dead Men were buried, living Spirits with-
out Bodies that can reveal Things unto them, by that motional
Voicethat doth proceed from thefe FamiliarSpirics,which doth peep
and mutter.

That is, the Whifperings that proceeds from this Familiar Spirit,
that is begotten by the Imagination of Reafon the Father, and the
BSeed of Reafon the Mother,as I faid before, is that motional Voice all
Witches and Wizards have, whereby they peepand mutter in them-
felves, as if they did hear Voices and fee Shapes, and living Spirits
arife out of the Ground, as the Witch of Ender faid toRKing-Saul,
She [aw Gods afcend out of the ear tb;:: When as there was no Spir iilﬂﬂl'

. ohape
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Shape came out of the Ground at all, but the Gods fhe faw:aCend
out of the Earth came out of her own Imagination,even that Familiar
Spirit begotten i her,it feemed unto her as if it did afcend out of the
Earth, but thofe Gods fhe faid the faw afcend out of the Earth, they
afcended out of her own Imagination, and Sau! believed her, and {o
was Partakers with her,and he did believe that the had raifed Samuel’s
Spirit out of the Barth, as the Witch had faid.

And this is to be minded by the Reader, that when Spirits are to
be raifed by Witches, her Familiar Spirit always arifeth out of her
own felf, even from the Seed of Reafon and Imagination of her own
Heart, whereby fhe doth hear Voices within her, whifpering low
Voices, as if fome other Spirits without her did {pake with a low
Voice unto her, and prefent Shapes unto her dazled Eyes, which
feemeth to the Witch to be real Voices of a Spirit without her, and
a real Shape without her ; when as in Deed and in Truth, itarifeth
out of her own felf, even from the Seed of Reafon, and Imagination
of her own Heart, whereby fhe doth hear Voices within her, whif-
pering low Voices, as if fome other Spirit without her did {peak with
a low Voice to her, and prefent Shapes to her dazled Eyes, which
feemeth to the Witch to bea real Voice of a Spirit without her, and
a real Shape without her, when as in Deed and in Truth it is no-
thing elfe but a motional Voice begotten in her felf, and Shapes be-
gotten in her felf, by the Imagination in the Womb of Reafon as
aforefaid, which is that Familiar Spirit.

Which is that Familiar Spirit {the doth deal with, fhe thinking it
is from fome Spirit without her, fthe not knowing it is begotten in
ber ; and this Familiar Spirit begotten in her, it whifpers within her
with a low motional Voice, as if fome Spirit did whifper out of the _
Ground. According to that faying of the Prophet, J/z. xxmi# 4. con- .
cerning the Deftruétion or Judgment of God upon Ferufalem ; the
Words are thele, And:-thou 4halt bz broaght down and [halt [peak out of
the Ground, and thy Speech [hall be low out of the Duft, and thy Voice [hall
be as one that hath a Familiar Spirit out of the Ground, and thy Speech [hall
whifper out of the Duft. ' |

As if the Prophet fhould fay, Seeing you have refufed to hearken
to the Voice of the Prophets, which hath declared the Mind of the
God of Ifrael openly with a loud Voice ; you have heard them fpeak
plain Words with your Ears, but you have not believed they {poke
Truth unto you ; therefore you have rejected the Word of the Lord
by his Prophets, and have perfecuted and flain fome of them as falfe

- Prophets,
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Prophets, becaufe they {pake unto you in the Name of the Lord, as
it was revealed by the Spirit of Revelation in them.
- They {pake plain Words unto you, as might be heard to the out-
ward BEar by the Standers-by ; they were vifible Men that fpake un-
toyou, fothatyouneednot to enquire after any that hath a Familiae
Spirit, who {peaketh {o {oftly and {o low, that no Standers-by can
hear this Familiar Spirit fpeak, but he or fhe that hath it.

But as for plain Words openly declared by the Prophets, and
publickly heard by the outward Ear, thefé you have rejeted, de-
ipifed, perfecuted, and counted them Liars, Deceivers, falfe Pro.
phers, and fuch like: Therefore God hath given you over to firong
Delufions, to enquire of a Witch, who makes you believe that Spi-
rits may be raifed out of the Ground, and that Spirits do come out
of the Duft, and whifper to the Witch with a low Voice, that none

can hear but her felf. So that thofe that enquire do believe as King ./

Saul did, that a Familiar Spirit can enter into the Duft or Ground,
and bring up another Man’s Spirit that is dead without its Body,
and fo their two Spirits whifper fo low together, that none can hear
that ftands by, nor tell what this Spirit that is raifed did fay, nor
whether the Spirit {o raifed is gone into the Body again, or into the
Ground from whence the Witch faid it was raifed ; which Spirit
that is faid to be raifed, or faid to fpeak out of the Ground, I fay, it
was raifed out of the Witches own Body, and no where elfe; and
thofe low Voices and Whifperings were both within her, and not
without her.

St Stolh ottt it ot i oo oD
CH AP VIL

OW how a Man may be faid to be brought down, and fhall

fpeak out of the Ground, and their Speech fhall be low out

of the Duft : The Meaning is, when a particular Man or Woman,
or a People or Nation, be in the fame Diftre(s and Condition as
King Saul was 5 thatis, in Danger of loofing his Crown and King-
dom, his natural Life ; and not only fo, but his Soul is tormented
with the Fear of eternal Death; this maketh the Heart of Man to
melt in him; it makes his Speech to grow weak and feeble, {o that
his Speech can hardly be heard ; it is even as if a Man did fpeak out
of Death, or out of the Ground. '

C2 A ' A Man
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A Man with the Extremity of outward and inward Trouble, he .
becomes Speechlefs, yet he {peaks in his Thoughts, but {o low, that. ..
none that ftands by can hear or tell what he {aith. This many can * /b .
experience, that have feen their Friend or Relation in this Condi= -/~
tion 3 this is like fpeaking out of the Ground, and low out of the ™
Duft. And the Voice of every {uch troubled Soul, who hath the
Plagues of this Life, and the Horror of Confcience as to the Life to
come, as King Saul had the Voice fuch People have, is as one that
hath a Familiar Spirit eut of the Ground, and their Speech thall be
as if one did whifper out of the Duft.

This Place of Scripture hath the {fame Meaning as the Place be-
fore-mentioned, I[a. viii. 19. where {uch as King Sau/ was, are bade
to feek unto them that have Familiar Spirits, and unto Wizards, that
peep and mutter, ( that is) that whifper out of the Ground ; for
whifper, peep, and mutter, fignifies all one Thing.

Thefe Things did Mﬂmﬂ}b 2 Kings xxi. 6. he dealt with Fami-
liar Spirits, and did great Abominations; he made his Sons to pafs
thorough the Fire, in offering them up a Sacrifice to an unknown
Devil, which he thought was God 5 and this he did by the Whif=
perings of the Familiar Spirit within him, and being acquainted
with others, who were known to have Familiar Spirits alfo. And
fo did feveral other Kings of Ifrael deal with Familiar Spirits, and
had thofe low whifpering Voices in themfelves, as if Spirits had
rifen out of the Ground, or from the Duft to fpeak unto them ; and.
this they did attain unto by Induftry, in that they forfook the Words « frem»
of the Prc}phets, and would not hearken unto them, but gave thems j |
felves up to follow the Imaginations of their own Hearts » imagining .’
they might as well know ‘God, and what Worfhip would pleafe God -
as well as the Prophets; therefore why fhould we, being ngs,
hearken unto fuch mean inferiour Men as thefe ? May not we by our ¢ 77
Familiar Spirit as well know God, and what Worthip will pleafe V
him by our Familiar Spirit, as the Prnphets do by the Spirit of Pro-“~ 4, |
phecy ? Why dhould we be in fuch Bondage, that we. can do no-+
thing but what they fay, the Lord commands us to do? So the Ima- o4/ y
gination faith, Come, we will not be tied up thus; we will ﬁ!&"* e
what our Familiar Spirit begotten in us will do ; we will ereft and
build Altars in {everal Places, and facrifice Bunacks and Lambs to an
unknown God; and {o by this Means they procure in them{elves low
motional Voices, which whifper in. themf{elves, which becomes in
them a Familiar Spmt,ls produced in them{elves: "And there isa more
Increafe of low motional Voices, which doth whifper in the Mind,

moving
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moving them to a further Degree of Knowledge, and endeavour after
more Voices, fothat te attain to this diabolical Wifdom ina more
high Meafure. They are moved by this low Voice within them to
ofter up their ownChildren inSacrifices to their imaginaryGod,which
they believe is an invifible Spirit without aBody,which reveals thefe
Things unto them, and whifpers and {peaks thofe Voices unto them.

They count nothing too dear for this their imaginary God,
no not their own Sons and Daughters, as Manaffeh and others
did, that made their Sons and Daughters pafs through the Fire asa
Sacrifice to their imaginary God, that'had {poke fo many Voices to
them, and had whifpered to them.

But all thefe Whifperings and low Voices, and peeping of Spirits
out of the Ground, as they thought, I {ay, they were allwithin them ;
for when they came in any Trouble, their Familiar Spirit departs
from them, and will not comfort them any more,- let it be either in
Poor or Rich, nay, Kings that have dealt with Familiar Spirits,when
they have been in Trouble, all their comfort hath been loft, asthe
pooreft Witch that is, asmay be feen by Manaffeb and other King
{poken of in the Scripture.

Now obferve, when God doth bring upon a People, Nation, or
particular Perfon, fome great Judgment and Deftruétion, let it be
either outward or inward in the Mind, when it comes upon a Peopley
Nation, or particular Perfon, for their Sins and Wickednef(s they
have committed, in forfaking the Lord’s Prophets, and dealing with
Witches and Familiar Spirits; as Saul forfook the Lord and went to
a Witch, and Manaffeb, and feveral other Kings of Ifrael, who ought
only to have obeyed the Prophets of the Lord ; but they forfook
him, and enquired of Witches and Wizards, and dealt with Familiar
Spirits ‘themfelves, and caufed the People to worfhip the Devil
(whom they imagined to be God ) inftead of the true God, whom
the Prophets would have had them to worthip.

But when this Punifhment for Sin is infli¢ted upon a People, Na-
tion, or particular Perfon, for' dealing with Familiar Spirits; and
worihipping of Devils; when Punifhment comes, it makes the Heart
or Hearts to fail, for the Spirit is brought down by this Judgment
even to Death, and {o' goeth to the Ground 5 {o that the very Fear,
Trouble, and Sorrow of Heart, fhall {peak as it were out of the Duf,
or out of Death; for Sin will {peak out of the Ground, and:the Speech.
of Deach will be low in them that have ‘elcaped the Deftruétion

which others did go through ; for there: will be a’' Refemblancein

thofe that have efcaped; how their Friends and Relations are fallen
¥ ’ : Lo
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to the Ground or Duit of the Earth for their Wickednefs ; fo that

Sorrow and Grief will fpeak in the Mind of thofe that have efcaped

with a low Speech, even as one doth who hath a Familiar Spirit.

Or as if their Friends and Relations, the Remembrance of their De-

firution being taken away in Wrath for Sin, it fpeaks a fmall low

Voice of Grief and Sorrow in the Heart of thofe that are alive, even

as one that hath a Familiar Spirit, even a low motional Voice of Sor-

row and Grief, and it cometh as it were out of the Ground, or out

of the Duft. o

That is the very Influence of Grief and Sorrow, for their dead Coredter

Friends and People; it caufeth, where Grief is, to hear as it were low .+~ 4

Voices and fmall Speeches,even out of the Ground or out of the Duft

of the Earth : Juft as it was with Czin in another Cafe, the Lord

{aid to Cain, Thy Brother’s Blood crieth from the Ground for Vengeance ;

and fo the Blood of thefe that were flain under theAltar did from the

Ground c? for Vengeance, as in Rev. vi. 10. 1t crieth for Vengeance in
ciences of all bloody Perfecutors. So in like Manner doth

'~ the Deathand Deftrution of'a People, who are deftroyed for wicked

Idolatry, as thofe were the Prophet Ifaiah {peaketh of, they {pake
from the Ground a low Speech in the Confcience of thofe that were
concerned, Grief, Sorrow, and Fear of the fame Punifhment, and:

fuch like. a3 08 s 1 A Balhp o g i g wlota,
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C ELIA PuIX:

Or where Grief and Sorrow is rooted and fettled in the Heart,

it {peaketh with low motional Voices in the Mind ; that is,the

thought of Fear in the Mind, both of temporal Lefles and the Lofs

of eternal Peace. The Fear moves to and fro in that Mind, as if it

were a Speech out of the Ground ; for the Thoughts of the Heart
are low Voices which cannot be heard by any but themfelves.

So 1s it with thofe that have a Familiar Spirit, their Voices and
Speech they hear from Spirits without them, as if Spirits did {peak
to them out of the Ground : Which Speech they fay they hear, is
nothing elfe but the Thoughts that pafs to and fro in their own
Minds, a low motional Voice in themfelves, asifSpirits did {peak
to them with a low Voice out of the Ground, or out of the Duft.
For their Faithis fitrong, and above all thofe that come to enquire
of a Witch, they do all believe that Spirits may be raifed wghgyt

odies
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Bodiesrout of the Groutd, as the Witch doth ; fo they both do be=
lieve, that the Spirit came out of the Ground that fpake thofe low’
Voices to the Witch, and fhe tellsit to the other that enquire of her,
and they believe her as King Sax/ did.

So they are wholly departed from the Lord, and believe a Lye, to
think that Spirits can be raifed out of the Ground without Bodies
. after Men have been dead ; it is a Thing God never did ; we never
read in Scripture, that God or his Prophets did ever raife any Spirits
out of the Ground without Bodies after they were dead; but we read
in Scripture, that God and his Prophets have raifed fome from the
dead with Bodies, as that of Lazarus being raifed out of the Ground
by Chrift, and the Child that was raifed from Death by the Prophet
Elijah, and another Child raifed from Death to Life by the Prophet
Elifha, and {everal others come forth out of the Ground at the rifing
again of Chrift from Death, asthofe Saints that did arife out of the
Graves, and appeared to many that were alive ; thefe all did arifer
out of the Graves with Bodies after they were dead and Lazarus
came forth out of the Ground after he was dead, but his Spirit came-
not out of the Ground without his Body, but Body and Soul came
out of the Ground together. |

. For it was always God'sPraétice to raife Soul and Body together;
and becaufe the Imagination of Reafon in thofe that have a Familiax
Spirit cannot do fo, nor thofe that enquire of them, therefore they do-
imagine that Spiritmay be raifed out ofthe Ground withoutBodies,or
aflume a Shape and appear like a Body, yet it fhallbe of no Subftance,.
a Shape that can neither be felt nor handled by the Hand of Man.

Now mind, all thofe God doth raife outof the Ground after they
were dead, they may be handled and felt, though they be Spiricuak
Bodies, yet they may be felt and handled, as Chrift faid to Themas,,
Feel me and bandle me , after he was rifen from the dead, and Thomas
laid bis Fingers in the Print of the Nails, and on his Side. Yet Chrift
was at that time a Spiritual Body that was rifen from the Dead, that
might be fel¢ and handled, and nota Spirit without a Body, as mofk
People do vainly imagine that Spirits may be raifed without Bodies.-

And asfor that Lazarus and others, thatwere raifed by the Power
of God out ofthe Ground after they had been dead, they had Bodies
as well as Spirits that might be feen withnatural Eyes, and handled.
and felt with natural Hands. SothatGod’s Power in raifing the:
Dead, it is no Cheat; the Creature is not cheated nor deceived, but
is fully {atisfied m his Mind. _ :

But for a Familiar Spirit to fay or tell People, they do or can raif@:

. . Spirits-
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Spirits out of the Ground in fuch a Shape without a Body or bodily
Subftance ; or thallfay, they hear Voices from this Spirit {o raifed,
isa mere Cheat to the Ignorant and Unbelieving,and leads them into
the Pit of Darknefs, and makes them fear where no Fear is, and are
afraid of their own Shadows ; for it is the Nature of Reafon the De-
vil to imagine, that this way of raifing of Spirits without Bodies, to
be of a more high Nature then to raife Spirit and Body together,
as God doth j and the Imagination doth conceive it a more greater
Power. to raife Spirits without Bodies out of the Duft of the
Ground, than it isto raife Spirit and Body together, as Chrift did;
E:rr C}&riﬂ always raifed Spirit and Body together, as the Scriptures
o teftify.

For the Reafon in Man doth fend forth the Imagination of the
Heart, the unclean Spirit in Man walking through dry. Places, feek-
ing reft but can find none ; the ignorant dark Thoughts of the Ima-
gination goeth out of a Man, to enquire of one that hath a Fami-
liar Spirit, feeking reft but can ﬁng none, as King Saul did : For
the Imagination of the Heart being continually BEvil, it always
walketh through dry Places, where no matter of Life is to be had,
to quench the Thirft of Sin ora defiled Confeience ; neither can the
Thoughts of Imagination be fatisfied with what a Witch or a Fami-
liar faith ; therefore called dry Places: They may be called dry, be-
caufe the Heart is never fatisfied with what a Witch {aith, for fhe
always faith a Lie.

To tell a Man or Woman, that fhe doth or can raife Spirits out of
the Ground without Bodies, as the Witch of Endor did to King Sau!,
or that fhe did hear any low Voice or Speech of Samuel out of the
Ground, as fhe told the King ; I fay, ihe did but cheat the King,
and made him believe fhe had raifed Samuel, and had heard him
ipeak to her with a low Speech out of theGroundjwhich had revealed
unto her what fad Things would befal the King: {o he believing
her Words, his Spirit fainted, {o that no Strength was in him 35 when
as in Deed andin Truth, that Samuel the faid the faw arife out of the
Earth, he did arife out of her own Heart ; and that low Speech fhe
faid Samuel {pake, it was all in her felf by the Motions of the Familiar
Spirit begotten in her. And King Saul believing her, being Partaker
of her Faith, Samuel {pake a low motional Voice or Speech in him
alfo, he believing it was Samuel {pake out of the Earth, but it was
nothing elfe butthe Voice of his own guilty Conicience within him-
felf, as it was the Voice her Familiar Spirit in her felf that fpake as
aforefaid, ¥ ' ' | |

5 So
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.'So that theMeaning of the Prophet I/#iah,Chap.xxix.4. concerning

the Deftruétion of Ferufalem, that Grief and Sorrow of Heart (hould [peak
in themfelves 5 asif the Speech came out of the Ground, becaufe they
faw in themfelves nothing but Death and Deftruftion did approach,
and was like to follow upon them all, fearing they fhould all be dee
ftroyed by their‘Enemies, and flain and fall to the Ground : So that
Fearof Heart' of Deftrution, it {pake a low Speech in every Man’s
Heart, evenas if it fpake out of the Ground, or as one that hatha’
Familiar Spirit 5 for it is the Nature of a Familiar Spirit to fpeak as’
if'the Speech did proceed from the Barth, and the Speech doth feem
to the Witch, and thofe that enquire of her, to whifper out of the’
Buft: When asthe Speech cometh not out of the Ground, neither’
doth it whifper out of the Duft, asis imagined by moft People, be-
caufe Ignorance and Darknefs hath overfpread the Minds of moft
People in the World. Butthat low Speech the Familiar Spirit {peaks
or whifpers, it is out of her own Heart, even that Wifdom begotten
by the Imagination in her own Thoughts, - that fpeaks as aforefaid,
and no Spirit without her, as hath vainly been imagined.

So likewife the People of the Fews, the Fear, Grief, and Sorrow
of Heart, being begotten in them for {uch like Sins, as that of Witch-
craft, Idolatry, dealing with Familiar Spirits, caufing their Sons agd
Daughters to pafs through the Fire as burnt Offerings and Sacrifices
unto Devils, which they fuppofed to be Gods; thefe Things caufed
their Hearts to fail and faint, and their Thoughts were troubled
within themfelves, which caufeth their Speech to grow weak and
low within them, even asif fome Familiar did f{peak out of the
Ground, or whifper out of the Duft, Fear, Grief, and Sorrow of
Heart: But all come out of their own grieved Hearts, who were
punifhed for their Sins; and not out of the natural Ground or natural
Duft, as People do vainly imagine. This is the true Meaning of the
Prophet’s Words, and how Familiar Spirits may be faid to fpeak out
of the Ground, and whifper out of the Duf*
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3 G AIN, it hath been objefted by many, that Spirits may be
raifed without Bodies, and that Spirits may be talked with

after they have been dead and buried ;and that Spirics have appeared
i a Shape to feyeral People, yet this Spirit fo aj ‘pearing hath-no Body
: - o D i nor
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nor Subftance at all,neither can it be felt or handled by mortal Man,
nor no immortal Creature neither : thisis the vain Conceit of moft
People.

Bf:.;nt to fatisfy the Reader in this, Ideclare, that there is noim-
mortal Spirit whatfoever, but it hath a Spiritual Body  fuitable to.
its Spirit ; if the Spirit be immortal, the Body is immortal alfo : For
this 1 fay, no Spirit can have any Being at all without a Body, no
not God himfelf, who was from Eternity ; his Spirit could not be

-from Eternity without a Spiritual Body, in Form like Man ; they
were both from Eternity, and the one was never divided nor fepara-
ted from the other, but they were both Eternal. And furctherl de-
clare, that God wasa Spiritual Body from Eternity, in Form like a
Man ; therefore God created Man in his own Image and Likenefs,
Now obferve, if Man hath a Body fuitable to his Spirit, {o hath God
a Body fuitable to his Spirit, elfe Man was not created in his Image,
if God hath never a Body, butis all Spirit, as People do vainly ima-
gine. For this [ know, that God was Spirit and Body, in Form like
a Man, from Eternity, and his Spirit was never divided nor fepa~
rated from his Body, but they were both Eternal.

~ So likewife isit with Angelsand Men, and all other Creatures;
where-ever the Spirit of Life is, there is Bodies of Life alfo 3 let it be
either in Spiritual Bodies, or in Natural Bodies. For if the Bod
of either of thefe be dead, the Spirit is dead alfo ; and if the Spirit
be dead either in Spiritual Body or Natural Body, the Bedy is dead
alfo : For the one cannot have any {enfible Being without the other. .
And further I fay, that they were both tegether Spirit and Body
from Eternity in God the Creator, and he hath ordered and created
all his Creatures, both celeftial and terreftrial, that Spirit and Body
fhould be one living Being, and that one thould not fubfift nor have
no fenfible being without the other : Even as God himfelf could not
enjoy no fenfible Living being witheut a Body, he knowing this in
himfelf. :

Therefore he created a1} his Creatures Spiritual and Natural,with.
Bodies fuitable to their Spirits,and Spirits fuitable te their Bodies fo.
that one might not be divided nor feparated from the other ; for if
one dieth, the other wieth ; and if the Spirit live, the Body liveth.
alfo. Forthis I fay, that if the Spirit of God him{elf could not be.
without a Body from Eternity, how then is it poffible that his Crea-
tures thould have Spirits without Bodies, feeing he him{elf his Spirit
could not have any Eeing without his Body from Eternity.

Bnt this Conceit, t1at the Spirit or Soul of Man is immortal, and

cannot
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cannot die, and may have a Being without a Body, and appear iu
a Shape without any Subftance; this vain Conceit proceeded firft
from the Imagination of Reafon in Man, even from Cain, the ficft
Devil in Flefh and Bone. And this Imagination in Cain his Pofterity,
being Heathen Men, who had no Communion with God, nor Reve-
lation of Faith, asthe Sons of Adam and the Sons, of Seth, the Ge-
neration of the Righteous, had ; they knew that the Spirit and Body
-was all one Subftance. |
But the Imagination of Reafon, Cuain his Pofterity, the Heathen
« Opinion, do imagine the Spirit of Man to be immortal, and cannot
- die 3 and that Spirits may appear in Shapes without Bodies ; and
that Spirits may go out of the Body, and go to Heaven or Hell and
leave the Body to be laid in the Ground, as theQuakersand others do.
And this Imagination of Reafon in Man hath created to it felf a
new Creation, which God never created. Man hath created and
made in his Imagination a Spirit without a Body, and that this Spirit
fo created is immortal, and cannot die, nor is not capable of Death,
that it can flip out of the Body, and thatit canhave a Being when
it is gone out of the Body, and appear in a Shape without Subftance
or hath Power to aflume what Shape it pleafe, and yet this Shape,
it doth afflume, fhall have no Subftance yet it fhall appear in a
Shape and fright People.

And the Imagination of Reafon in Man hath created Man in his,

own Image and Likenefs, as God did Adam : As thus, Firft, he hath
conceived in his Imagination, that God is a Spirit without a Body.
Secondly, he conceivethin his Imagination that the Devil is a Spirit
flying in the Air, which can neither be feen nor felt 3 yet this Devil
~or Spirit without a Body doth tempt Man to Evil, whereby Man.is

punifhed, and the Tempter he is efcaped away without Punifhment.

Alfo it is conceived by the Imagination, that this Devil or Spirit
is in Hell-fire, and in Chains of Darknefs, and can go no further then
‘God will permit him, becaufe his Cham is no longer then God
‘hath limited him.

Alfo it is conceived in the Imagination, notwithftanding the
Devil is chained, and in Hell-fire tormented, yet he being a Spirit
without a Body, he is fo fiift that he can be in all Places at one
‘Time, fo that he can tempt thoufands of Men and Women to {in
at one and the fame Time, and they themf{elves never the wifer, nor

“know him when he tempted them.  All this the imaginary Devil
can do, and much more ; and yet be in Hell fire, and tied in
a Chain at the fame Time, and all but one}Deyil, a Spirit withouta
Body. R 1 1 i AR 1 | Alfo
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Alfo the Tmagination hath conceived that the Soul‘of Man isa
Spirit infuféd or put into the Body by God himfelf, and that Man
begets the Body, but not the Soul or Life of Man, that is conceived
to be immortal, or a Spirit that is {o invifible, that cannot be feen
nor known what it is, and that it can live of it {elf when it is gane
out of the Body.

Thus the Imagination of Reafon the Devil, hath created its own
Soul in its own Image and Likenefs jand this hath been the Occafion
of producing of Familiar Spirits, and of dealing with thofe that
have a Familiar Spirit, being conformed to the very Image of the
- Devil. Many Things more of the like ’\Iature might be {id in this
- Pomt. J
- But here the Reader may fee if there be any true Light of Faithin

him, how the Imagination of Reafon in Man hath created Spirits
without Bodies, and that the Devil isa Body-lefs Spirit, and in Hell-
fire, and in a Chain of Darknefs, and yet at Liberty at the fame time
to tempt People ; and in Hell-fire; and yet out of the Fire when'he
pleafeth; and thathe may be called out of Hell, or out ofthe Ground,
“whena Witch by her Familiar Spirit doth call ;s and that he {hall
~appear in any Shape they will have him, yet he fhall have no Body
“nor Subftance, but a mere Shadow ; yet th15 Shadow fhall fpeak with
a low Voice or Speech out of the Ground ; as if Speech could proceed
" from a Shadow without Subftance. :

So that the Imagination of the Heart of Man hath created to it
felt a Devil, that God never created ; and the Imagination of Man’s
Heart hath' created his own Soul in the Image and  Likenefs of the
Devil, that is to fay, ‘a Spirit -without a Bﬂdy 5. and that a Spirit
without a Body may be capable of Joy or Sorrow 3 and thata Spirit
~may {ubfift and have a being in Joy or Sorrow without a Body,
whlch Thing is impoflible.

But obferve the Creation that the Imagination of Man hath created
to himfelf ; for it 1s the Nature of Imagination ‘of Reafen the Devil,
he always me*&tea Spirits without Bodies, but God the Crea:or he
always creates Spirits and Bodies together, ’for God never created any
Spirit without a Bedy; for when God made Man after his own Image
and Likenefs, he made him with a Bodyas well as a Spirity elfe Man
could not be made in the Image agd Likenefs of God, if God had a
Body of*his own as wellas a Spirit.

So that Adam was made or created in the Image and Likenefs of
God ; for Adam had a vifible Body and Spirit, undivided and un-
fepdfablﬁ one from the other; they were but one vifible {fenfible Be-

ing
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ing, and wheénthe Life was-dead the Body wasdead, and when the
Body is really dead, the Spirit and Life was and is dead alfo 3 and
both are laid in the Ground together, as is declared in all our
Writings, but more efpecially in that Book entituled, The AMortality
of the Soul. gh ' fisogl anea '
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(A LSO Ldo further declare, that God did never create any Spirit

without a;Body, neither of Angels; ner- Men, nor no other
Creaturegreither in Heaven above, nor inthe Earth beneath, nor
‘the Waters-under the Earth. There is no Spirit or Life whatfoever
that is created of God, but:it hatha Body to that Life or Spirit ; but
if a Spirit have any Being whithout a Bodys(that Spirit is none of
God’s Creation; for God never created any -Spirit whatfoever with-
out a Body, asl faid before. 2

But the Imagination of Reafon in Man, which is the Devil, hath
created all Creaturesin the Imagination to haveSpiritswithout Bodies,
both of Angels aboveand Man here on Earth, and all Creatures up-
on the Earth,-and in the Waters, that have the Breath of Lite,
the Imagindtion -of Reafon faith, their Spirits may f{ubfift without
Bodies, or go eut of thofe Bodies they have, and enter into other
Bodies, and appear in the Shape of a Body, and yet be of no Sub-
ftance: fo that the Devil’s Creation is all’ of Spirits without Badjes,
and God’s Creation is all with Bodies and:Spirits together.

And . this Darkne(s hath overfpread the Nature of Maun all the
World over, which is the Occafion of that Opinion of Houfes and
Places being hLanted with evil Spirits, and Spirits walking without
Bodies, and dealing with Familiar Spisits; that peep, and mutter,
and whifper as it were out of the Ground. The(e Things and many
more are produced by the Imagination of the Heart of Man, for the
Imagination of Man’s Heart is evil, and continually evil ; for it hath
given a Being to Spirits without Bodies, to fright it felf to that
which hath no Being of it felf. &

For I declare and perfeétly know, that there is no fuch Thing as

-Spirits to walk without Bodies;. nor affume any Shape after Death,
nor be raifed out of the Ground by any Witch orany Familiar Spiric
whatfoever ; it is all produced out of the dark Imagination of the
Heart, where Ignorance beateth Rule, fog thereisno fuch Thing

ol cai
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can be prefented but to the Ignorant' and dark minded People.

Thus 1 have given the Reader to underftand fomething more con-
cerning the Power of Witches, and how they may be faid to raife
Spirits out of the Ground, and from whence that low Speech doth
come, with thofe Scriptures opened that {peak as if a Familiar Spirit
did hear whifpering out of the Duft. _

Alfo 1have given the Interpretation of that in Semuel concerning
the Witch of Endor, and thofe Places of Scripture in Ifaiab 3 thefe
Places are the moft concerning Spirits being raifed without Bodies,
of any in the Scriptures ; but there have been fome other Places of
Scriptures, that do feem to carry a fhew as if Sfpirits might rifé a-
gain without Bodies, and I have been defired by fome to open thofe
Scriptures that feem to tend to that Purpofe, though the common
and general Objeltion amongft all People is, that of the Witch of
Endor and King Saul, which | have opened before ; yet for the fur-
ther Satisfattion of the Reader,I fhail open and interprete the other
Places objeted, that feem to tend to the fame thing.

The Places of Scripture are three; the firft is [fz. Ixi. 1. the
Words are thefe, The Spirit of the Lord God is upon me, becaufe the
Lord hath anointed me to preach good Tidings unto the Meck: He hath fent
me to bind up the Broken-hearted, to proclaim Liberty to the Captives,
and the opening of the Prifon to them that are bound So Luke iv. 18.
the Wordsin Luke are much to the fame Purpofe, and little Differ-
ence ; only that which Ifaiah did prophefy of, it was fulfilled by
Chrift in his time .~ So the firft Epiftle of Peter, Chap. iii. and
18, 19,20. Verfes; the Words are thefe, For Chrift alfo hath once
[uffered for Sin, the Juft for the Unjuft 5 that be might bring us to God, be-
ing put to Death in the Flefh, but quickened by the Spirit. Verfe 19. By
which alfo he went and preached unto the Spirits in Prifon : Verfe 2o.
Which [ometime were difobedient, when once the Long-[uffering of God
waited in the Days of Noah, while the Ark was a preparing, wherein few
( that is ) eight Souls were (aved by Water.
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‘. S for that Saying of the Prophet Ifaish, it was a Prophecy of
Chrift, that he fhould be anointed to preach Glad-tidings,

unto the Meek, and that he was fent to bind up the Broken-hearted,

to proclaim Liberty to the Captives, and the opening of the Prifon
i A5 5 ¢ G to



of the Witch of EN'D O R, 27

to them that aré’bound. * This Prophecy was fulfilled' when he'was
upon Eartﬁ ‘as'may plainly appear by thofe Words in Luke afore-
mentmned -

* Alfo the Reader may underftand, that thefe Places of Scripture
have no Relation at all to the ralﬁng of Spirits 'without Bodies ; nor
of Spirits being in Prifon, nor delivered out of Prifon by the Power
of Chrift without Bcdms :

‘But the Meaning is this, that the Spirit of the Lord Almighty
was upon Chrift, and in him, and did anéint him to predch Glad-
tidings of Salvation to the Meek in Heart, who did believe in him
and trufted in his Wordsy all'fuch'as were broken-hearted, who
were led Captive by the Error, Ignorance, and D’l!‘knEf&‘Uf the
Mind ; he came to proclaim Liberty to the Spirit 6f Man, who was
in Captwu.'y s and to open the Prifon-door of Mens Hearts.

For this | fay, all Mens Spirits by Nature are fhut up in the PI'}.-"
fon of Splntu‘tl Darknefs in the Mind, and are ledd Captive by the
Ignorance of Truth ; fo that the Spm!: or Soul of Man is fhut up
a Prifoner in the Body of Man, until'the true God and Saviour hath
been preached to them, as it was by Chrift himfelf, when on Earth
he was ancinted to preach Glad-tidings of Salvation; and he
anointed his Apoftles to preach Glad-tidings of Peace to Men, and
to open the Prifon, andto deliver the Captive out of Captivity, and
to fet the Spirits of many that were in a Prifon of Darknefs in their
own Minds go free :* This Prophecy was fulfilled at that Time by
Chrift and his Apoftles in their Commifiion.

But the fame Captivity and Prifon- of Darknefs 'is now upon the |
Spirits of all Men,as it was at that Time : For this1 fay, and many Peo-
plecan Witne(s, that their Spiritshave been fhut up Pri{oners in Spiri-
tual Darknefs in their own Bodies, until the true God the Saviour
hath been preached unto them by his laft Meflengers.

“For this 1 declare, that thofe Words of the Prophet Ifzish, they
were {poken with Relatmn to a Spiritual Liberty, and to a Spiritual .
Captivity, of the ‘Mind or Spirit of Man, and not to a Natural
Captivity. Neither was it meant the opening of the natural Prifon
Doors, to them that were bound by the Powers of the Nations; but
the Doors of Mens Hearts were opened at the preaching of Lhriit
and his Apoftles, in that Light, and Life, and Salvation was preached
unto them, that whoever Believed that this Jefus is the Chrift, the
Saviour of the World, fhould be faved and delivered from the Fear
of Eternal Death : So that the Soul of Man that was lead Captive-

into Prifon, and bound in.Chains of Darknefs; and firong Doors loclg
falt-
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faft to keep the Spirit of Men in Prifon, by the Works of the Law;
and the Expounders of the Law before Chrift came, the Spirit af’
Reafon in them did lead the Gcnerallty of People their Spirits into
bpn itual Captivity,and fhut themrup in Prifon, and tied their Splnts
up in the Obfervation of the Ceremonial Law of Aofes.
. Which was as Chains of Darknefs.: and not only. fo, but ihut the
Door of Hope upon them, fo that there was no Hope to be faved in
them, but by obferving the Lawr aforelaid, which Paul calls beggar-
Ly Rnd;mmn Gal.1ii: - So that this Spmtml Captivity, and being-
boundin [ ulcun, and the Deors being fhut, it was the Spirits of Peo-
ple that were Captivesand Prifonersin cheir own Bodies,, kept by
the Legaland Ceremonial RightEUuﬁefs of.the Law of Mofes; and
when Chrift came to. preach, and to give Power to his Apoftles’
~ to preach the Gofpel, of Truth, both to Jew and Genn.ie, then
was the Door of Hupe opened in Peaples Hearts, and many that
that were bound in Prifon, whofe Spirits were led Captive, they
were fet at Liberty /from. t:hat Bondage of the Ceremonial Law,
wherein they werebound, and broughtout of that Prifon of Darknefs
in the Mind, into the glarmus Light and Life of Faith, by the
preaching of Chrift and his Apoftles. _
. Then was this Prophecy of Ifaiah fulfilled in the Apofiles
Commiffion ; then was Liberty preached to the Spirits of many that
were bound and in Prifon in their own Minds, the Word of Faith
preached unto them, it opened a Door ﬂfﬂﬂpe of Deliverance from
the Bondage of the Law as aforefaid, wherewith they were bound
fo that by Faith: they had in Chrift, theu' Chains fell off their FEEI:
and Darknefs of their Underﬁandmg ; {o that they were at erfe&
leerty, and delivered out of Prifon, and the Prifon-Door ﬁi Hope
in Chrift being opened, all true Believersin Chrift were fet at Liber- -
ty, free from Captivity, and out of that Spiritual Prifon of Dark-
nefs into the glorious Liberty of the Sons and Daughters of God for
ever and ever. _
.+ So is it now in this Commiflion of the Spirit, we the Witneffes
of the Spirit have preached Glad-tidings of Salvation, and have
opened the Prifon-Doors of Mens Hearts, and have let many out
of that Spiritual Prifon, that were bound to the Righteoufnefs fet
up by the [magination of Reafon now i thele laft Days, who were
led Captive by their own Traditions, and kept in Prifon in their
own Bodies for many Years ; but by the Declaration of Truth inall
our Writings and our Speakings, many People have been delivered .
out of Cap tivity andout of Prifon, their Spirits have been let loofe
out
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ﬂut of the C-h'i‘.l']S of Darknefs, becaufe the Door of thf—‘-u Hearts hath
been opened by the Word ot “Faith in the true God, which we have
prmchﬂd and wricten ; this many can witnefs at th Day the Truth
of it. Sothat now that Scripture is fulfilled again thefé laft Days;
and this is the true Meaning of the Pmphet fgiah,, in thofe '\‘Jn ds
concerning npemug the Prifon, and giving Liberty to the Ca }tw{.s
that were imprifoned in their own Bodies by the Conceptions of the
Imaginations of their own Hearts.

So that there is not the leaft Colour or Ground from thofe Words,
for the Reafon of Man to thiuk that Spirits may be let cut.of Prilon
without Bodies, or that the Spirit of Chrift did Preach to any Spirit
in Prifon wichout his Body.
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N D as for thofe Words of Perer aforenamed, where ‘he faich,
Chrift wasput to Death inthe Fh:,fh but quicken fd by the Spn ity Et'
which alfo be went and preached unto the Spirits in Prifon, which f;n;r e
were Difobedient; when once the Long-fuffering of God waited in the Days
of Noah, while the Ark was a preparing, & c.

The Meaning of thofe Words are as tolloweth ; that Chrift was
put to Death in the Body of his own Fleth, thisis confefled by moft
People that profe(s the Scriptures of Truth, but very few do truly
believe, that the Soul or Spirit of Chrift did die, or was put to Death
at all, notwithftanding the Scripture faith, that He poured out his Soul
unto ?}mrb arsd he himfelf \f faith, His Soul was fae:i!ﬂ}- unto Death. T here.
fore that the Reader may underﬁ mnd what is meant in that Chrift
was put to Death in the Flefh but quickened by the Spirit ; mind,

I declare, that is was the Soal or Spirit of Chrift, which was the
Godhead- life that dwelt in that Body of Flefh and BDLE of Chrift ;
for, as the Scripture {2ith, In bim all the Fulpefs of the Godbead Al
Bnd:fy And this Godhead-life that dwelt-in the Body of Chrift’s
Flefh, it was put to Death in the Body of Chnﬁ’s Flefh, and
the fame Godhead-life that woas put to Death in the Bo-
dy of his Flelh. And when Chrifts-Body was crucified upon the
Cmﬁ-}, then wasthe Soul and Life of Chrift, or the Godhead-life did
die, and was put to Death in that Flefh of Chnﬂ' for that Flelh of
Chrift was God become Flefh, as the Scripture. Elith > and the Soul
and Life of Chrift was the Soul and. Life of God, " And,

: ' E Whea
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When Chrift poured out his Soul unto Death, it was the Godhead
Life that was poured out unto Death;, {o that the Godhead Spirit was
put to Death, and did die in the Flefh of Chrift when he was
Crucified. But this Godhead Life which was put to Death in the
Flefh of Chrift, it quicken’d again where it was put to Death, even in
the {fame Flefh where it was put to Death. And in its quickening
again, it raifed the fame Flefh again, and f{o {piritualized the fame
Flefh that {uffered, and made it uncapable to fuffer Death any more.

For this 1 fay, no Spirit or Life thatis put to Death whatfoever,
could poffibly quicken again in the fame Body, but the Life of God
only, o that Chrift muft needs be God as well as Man ; for it was
Chrift that was put to Death in the Flefh,and the fame Life that was
put to Death, and did die, that which did die did quicken again,
and fo is called a quickening Spirit.

Now obferve, it cannot properly be called a quickening Spirit, ifit
had not been once dead : For if the Spirit and Life of Chrift did
not die, nor was not dead, then I fay, there wasno need that this
Spirit and Life, fhould quicken again, for it was always quick and
alive.

For the Spirit quickening doth imply, a fenfible Life is quickned
out of an infenfible Life ; as a Child in the Womb before it is quick,
1t feeleth no Pain, neither doth it ftir in the Womb, and the Midwife
doth not care to deftroy it to fave theWomans Life,becaufe the Child
was not quick, it was an infenfible Life, no more capable of Pain then
there is in Death, or adead Lump of Earth 3 but when a Child is
quick in the Womb, it is capable of Pain, though it hath not Strength
to exprefs it to us that are ftrong,yet it is capable of Pain, becaufe it is
quickened into a fenfible Life, that is, a living Soul, 2 living Spirit,
and fo may be called a quickened Spirit of Life, outof that which
was dead ; yet by the Appointment of God in his Creation, and the
Warmnefs of the Womb, there is new Life or Spirit doth quicken in
the Womb in its Seafon, according to the Appointment of God when
he created all Things, and placed a Law of Generation in them.

So likewife the Spirit or Life of Chrift was put to Death in his own
Body of Flefh, as aforefaid ; and in its Seafon he himfelf had
appointed before, namely three Days and three Nights, this Spirit of
Chrift fo put to Death, it quickened again in the {fame Flefh a new
and Glorious Li¥e, which made that Flefh that fufferedGlorious alfo.

And this is the true Interpretation of Peter’s Words, and the Faith
of a1l true Believers, that the Spirit, Life, and Soul of Chrift did die,
and was put to Death in the Body of his own Flefh,that was Crucified

on
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‘on the Ctofs by the Jews ; and that the fame Spirit that was put to
Death, it did quicken again out of Death into a new and Glorious
Life by his own Power, therefore called a quickening Spirit.
 So that here is no Ground at all for that vain Conceit in People,
who do believe that Spirits may be raifed without Bodies, or appear
without Bodies, but altogether to the contrary. And as for that
faying of Peter, By which alfo he went and preached unto the Spivits in
Prifon, which [ometime were difobedient, when once the Long-[uffering of
God waited in the Days of Noah while the Ark was a preparing.
ThefeWords do feem te carry fome fhew,as if the quickeningSpirit
-of Chrift, after he was rifen from the Dead, or in the time he did lie
in the Grave, as if his Spirit in that Interim of Time went into {fome
local Place where Spirits were in Prifon’ without Bodies, to preach.
-unto them, who had been Difobedient in the Days of Noah : This is
the vain Conceit of moft People from thofe Words of Peter, who faith,
By which he went aud preached unto the Spirits in Prifon, as if the Spirits
of the Difobedient People in the Days of Noah had been in Prifon in
{ome local Place in the Earth without Bodies, who had been departed
in the Days of Noab, in the Deftrution of the World by Water,

This the Imagination of Reafon in Man doth imagine, that Spirits
may be fhut up in Prifon without Bodies, and that the quickening
Sg%'it Chrift might Preach unto them without a Body.

ut the true Light and Revelation of Faith doth know to the
contrary, that no Spirits can have any Being at all without Bodies,
neither of God, Angels, nor Man, nor no other living Creature, who
hath the Breath of Life in it. .

But to give the Interpretation of this Scripture, that the Reader
may underftand, it is thus ; the Spirit of Chrift, that quickened
from the Dead to Life again, I fay, is the fame Spirit that preached
to the Spirits in Prifon in the Days of Noabh, and the Spirits of the
difobedient World were in Prifon in their own Bodies in the Days
of Noah, as they were when Chrift came upon Earth, for then he
opened the Prifon to them that were bound, by preaching Glad-
tidings of Freedom to thofe that were bound, and Liberty to thofe
Spirits that were in Captivity. S

Now (as I faid before) this Captivity is Spiritual Captivity,and to
be bound and in Prifon, it is meant a Spiritual Imprifonment in the
Mind, and not a natural Imprifonment of the Body.  And this1 fay,
the very fame Spirit of Chrift that preached to the Jews when he was
upon Earth, did preach to the old World in the Days of Noab,

though in a twofold Manner,
: E 2 And
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And as the Spirits of Men were in Prifon in their own Ignorance,
Blindnels and Darknels of Underflandings, in that they wete led
Captivesand Prifoners by their wicked and unnatural Lufts in theDays
of Nuah : So were both Jewsand Gentilesin the Daysof Chrift when
on Barth, their Spirits were led Captive,2nd intothe Prifonof Unbe-
lief and Per(ecution of the Lord of Life,in that their Fathers perfecu-
ted theLord’s Prophets and Meflengers he did fend; fo did thefe Jews
perfecute the Lord himfelf, when he preached to their Spirits that
were in Prifon, and led Captives by their wicked murdering Willsinto
the Prifonof Unbelief; for he did preach when on Earth, that whofo-
ever did believe in him fhould be faved. And as many as did truly—~
believe in him, their Spirits were brought out of that Captivity of
Unbelief, and out of the Prifon of Darkne(s in the Mind, intoa glo-
rious Liberty and Lighe of Life Eternal, And thus did the preach-
ing of Chriit Spirit deliver many Spirits of Men and Women out of
Prifon, in the Days when he was upon Earth.

So likewi(e this quickening Spirit of Chrift, it preached unto the
Spirits in Prifon in the Days of Nean. And why were their Spiritsin
Prifon in the Daysof Nosh? Becaufe they were difobedient. And
how may they be faid to be difobedient ? Becaule they did not be-
lievethat good Man Noah, who was a Preacher of Righteoufnefs. And
how did he preach Righteou(nefs unto that wicked People ? In that
he prepared the Ark, and being fo many as a hundred Years in build-
ing,all that while God s faid to wait for their Repentance, and that
they might believe-that God would deftroy the World by Water.

But inftead of Repentance and believing they hardened their
Hearts, and mocked at-Noah and the Ark ; fo that while the Ark
was preparing, God waited for the People’s Repentance; and all that
while that Noeab was building he preached to the People, that the
World would be drowned. PR , _

And the Spirit of Chrift, which is the Spirit of God which was
put to Death in the Flefh, but quickened by the Spirit, by which he
went and preached unto the Spirits in Prifon in the Days of Noah,
it was the {ame Spirit that inftruéted Noah to build the Ark ;o that
the building of the Ark by Noah,hebeing a Preacher of Righteou(nefs,
:n that he believed God, “and built it as the Spirit of God had com-
manded and inftruéted him ; as God did Aofes, fhewed him the Pat-
tern of the Tabernacle in the Mount. e e

And inas much as Naab did obey the Commandment of the Lord,
according asthe Spirit of the Lord did reveal unto him, Noah may be

o LaId
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faid to be a Preacher of Righteoufne(s ; and he doing all things by
Infpiration of the Spirit of’ Chrift, which was not at that time
made of Flefh, but in the Fulnefs of time became pure humane
Fleth, and fuffered the Pains of Death. And the fame Spirit that
fuffered Death, that very fame Spirit that quickened, was that Spi-
rit that prea{:hed to the Spirits in Prifon in the Days of IV Joah, as a-
forefaid.

And the making of the Ark by the Infpqutmn of God’s Spirit in
the Sight of the Pec:-pie who were in Prifon in Ignorance and Dark-
nefs of Mmd, 1s called by the Revelation of Faith, A preaching to
the Spirits in Prifon : So th'tt the Spirit of God in Noah may be faid to
preach unto thofe Spirits in Prifon, in the Days of Nosh, and that
there was but eight Perfons faved from the Flood.

So that this Place of Scripture doth no way prove. that the Spi-
rit of Chrift did ever preach to Spirits in Prifon without Bodies ;
neither did Chrift’s Spirit preach in the Days of Noah without a Bo-
dy ; for he always preached with a Body himfelf, or elfe chofe
Men that have Bodies, and gave them Power to preach to Spirits
in Prifon, and to deliver the Captives, and to fet the Prifoner at
Liberty, and the bound in Prifon to go free.

So that the Reader may fee how and in what Manner the Spirie
of Chrift did preach unto the Spirits in Prifon in the Days of Noab,
and how their Spirits may be fald to bein Prifon, 'md how the;r
Unbelief in the Days of Pﬂa:zb was called Difobedience, tothe preach-
ing of Noah all that while the Ark was building.  And being builc
by the Infpiration of the Spirit of God, it may and is called the
preaching of Chrift’s Spirit to them that were in Prifon in Spiritual
Darknefs in their Minds ; for their Minds being darkened, they
did thofe Things that were unfeemly ; yea, urinatural as the Peap‘e
of Sedom did. Now, were not the Spirits of thefe People in Prifon,
and led Captive of théfe unnatural Lufts, I think no fober Man-
will deny ; yet thefe were thofe Spirits in Prifon that Chrift’s Spi-
rit preach unto in the Body of Nosh, in the Days of Noah ; and

that there was but eight Perﬁms in the Days of Neah, that' were
{aved from the Deftrultion by Water, by the plE"LEhlng of that
Spirit of God in Noah. This is the true lnterpremtmn and Meaning
ot thofe Words of Peter the Apoftle aforementiored ; and how the
spirit of Chrift went and preached unto the 3911‘1& in Prifoninthe
Days of Noean.

CHAZPL
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GAIN, there are fome other Places of Scripture, which fe-
veral People have objelted, as 1f the Spirit or Soul of Man
might go out of the Body, and fubfift in Blifs and Happinefs, or
in Mifery and a tormented Condition, without its Body it always
lived in ; from that Place Luke xxiii. 43. Jefus faid to the Thief
on the Crofs, Perily I [ay unto thee, This Day [halt thou be 1with
me in Paradife. Now obferve, this no way proves that the Thiet’s
Soul went out of his Body into a parodifical Place, and {o efcaped
fuffering Death, or did not die; for if the Soul of Chrift did die at
that time, as is clear by Scripture it did ; then the Soul and Life of
the Thief did die alfo.

Then where was the Paradife the Thief’s Soul, and Chrift’s Soul
that was heavy unto Death, where did they go? To this, I fay,
they went to a Place of reft, where all righteous Souls go, which
is to the fleep of Death, for their was nothing did die but the Souls
of them both ; and the Paradife Chrift and the Thief went into
that Day they {ufiered Death, I declare it was this, that Chrift was
fure in himfelf that he fhould rife from the Dead the third Day,
and afterward fhould enter into eternal Glory 5 and this Affurance
in Chrift that he fhould rife again the third Day, it was Paradife
and Peace to his Soul, that he fhould pafs through that Death, he
was now to fuffer that very Day into a new Life, that fhould not
be capable to die any more.

So likewife when the Thief did truly believe that Jefus was the
Chrift, the Saviour from eternal Death to thofe that did believe 3
as it is certain he did when he faid, Lord, remember me, when thou
comeft into thy Kinsdom 5 for he did really believe, that Chrift
would rife the third Day, and that he would raife him to eternal
Joy and Happinefs at the laft Day ; and the Thief dying in this
Faith, he entred into Peace of Mind, and had Reft and Freedom
to die, in Hope and full Affurance that Ch-ift would raife him up
Soul and Body to eternal Happinefs at the laft Day,

And this was that Paradife that Chrift and the Thief were in,
that very Day they both f{uffered Death ; for the Aflurance of ever-
lafting Life in a Man’s felf here in Mortality, is the Paradife of

* Peace in this Life. This1 know to be true, and this was the Para-
dife Chrift did mean the Thief fhould be in that very Day J‘he be-
1eved 3

-
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fieved ; and not that either of their Souls went out of their Bo-
dies to any other Place or Paradife, then what was in their own
Bodies, as aforefaid.

In like Manner People imagine, that the Soul of Man goeth out
of the Body at his Death, from that Saying A4¢#s7. 59. from thofe
Words of Stephen, when "he was ftoned to Death, he faid, Lord
Fefus, receive my Spirit. The Meaning is this, that when any Man
died in the true Faith of Chrift, in the Hope and full Affurance
that Chrift will raife him up to eternal Happinefs at the laft Day,
he commits his Spirit into the Hands of Chrift, knowing that
though he doth lofe his Life for Chrift’s Sake here, that Chrift
will raife it again, and f{ave his Soul hereafter ; and fo Chrift may
be faid to receive his Spirit. For this I muft tell the Reader, that4-
there is not a quarter of an Hour’s time to the Dead to hisrifing
again, no not a Minute ; for there is no time to the Dead, not a
Minute of an Hour, though a Man have been dead five thoufand
Years, yetit is not a Minute of an Hour to him that is dead.

For all time belongs to the living ; for after Death there is no=~'
thing but Eternity, on the other fide of Death either eternal Hap-
pinefs or eternal Mifery < So that when Men die, they may be faid
to go immediately to Heaven or to Hell, .to Joy or Torment, to be
receiv'd into Chrift’s Hands of Mercy, or into the Hands of Chrift’s
Wrath,where they fhall be tormented with theDev;l andhisAngels,
yet fhall never fee the -Devil, nor his Angels, nor them{elves, to E-
ternity 3 as they did not kl‘l{}w the® Devil here, neither fhall
they know or f{ee him hereafter, yet be tormented with him.

And in this Senfe a faithful Spirit or Soul, as Stephen was, may
be faid to commit his Spirit into the Hands of Chrift, and that:
Chrift doth receive his Spirit into his Hands, and will raife it up at
the laft Day, which will not be a Minute of an Hour’s time to the-
Dead, asl faid before; therefore let not the Seed of Faith think
the time long between Death and the Salvation of their Souls, be-
caufe fo many of the Faithful have been {o many hundred Years in.
the Grave: And let not the wicked unbelieving People com-
fort themfelves, that the Dead fhall never rife 354111, becaufe:
‘the Fathers are Dead, and the Prophets are dead, and we fee none:
of them rife again ; therefore we conclude, their Spirits are gone
to Heaven without Bodies, and the Spirits of the Wicked are gone
to Hell without Bodies, but a Minute ot an Hour’s time will decide
this Matter, when thedead are raifed : For they thall not remem-
ber they have been a Sleep in the Duft one Mmute of an Hour, fix

their
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their is no Remembrance of time in the Grave, ‘Thetefore let
that vain Conceit that is in moft People fall, of bpmts going to
God without Bodies: Forl can "L*'T'ue you there ; isno fuch T hmg

neither can there be any true Peace in that Conceit, [ know it by
Faith now, and by Experience, forl was of that Opinion once my
{felf, when I was zealous in Religion according to the Puritan'Way ;
but I knew no Scripture truly, neither was there one true Intmpﬂe

ter of Scripture, no not ore in thofe Days, that coidd fhew a Man
the true Righteoufnefs of God, or the true Way to everlafting Life.

SELLLESASLBLAALLLLLALL LTS B

C H AP- XE{F' .

H ER E 1s another Place of Scripture that is objefted, that

feems as if’ the‘Soul went out of the Body when they die ; as
in 1 Kings xvii. 21. where Elijab pmyed that the Child’s Sou! m:gf:rr
come into him again. The Meaning is this, that Elijab did pray in
Faith unto God that he would affift 111m in this or {:nl:her Things;
as in fhutting up 'the Heavens that it fhould not rain, and calling for
Fire from Heaven to deftroy thofe two Captains and their Fifties,
and many other wonderful T hings he did ; 1o he prayed unto God
to ftrengthen his Faith, fo that he might have Power toraife this
Child’s Life out of Death again.

Therefore he ftretched himfelf upon the Child, and prayed that
the Child’s Soul might come into him again th:at is, L'hit the
Child’s Sou] or Life might quicken in Lheﬂﬂd} nf'thefhzid again ; for
Elijah knew the Soul of the Child was dead, and by the warm Flefh
of the Prophetlaid upon the Child’s dead Flefh, and the Faith and
Prayer of the Prophet together, it begot Life in the Child again ; {0
that the Soul that was dead: it became Life in the Child ¢ again y and
that Life that was quickened, it run through the Veins- of the
Childs Body, and fo the Child’s Soul did come into him again.

For this I fay, if the Soul of the Child had been gone out of the
Body, then Elijah did not raife rhe dead Child to Life againj for
how can a Man be faid to be dead, when as Li‘e doth not die, but
flips out of the Body, as moft PEﬂple do vainly imagine 5 but i it may
be clear to thofe whofe Underftandings are enlightened, that Elijah
did raife the Child from Death to Life, and that the Child’s Sout
was dead in its Body, and that the Soul of the Child was revived
in the Child’s Bedy again by the Power of Faith in Elijab, d'
An
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And the very fame thing was done by the Prophet Elifha, as in
2 Kingsiv.34. the Prophet Elifha did the fame thing to the Sunamite
Woman’s Son, he wenr up, and lay upon the Child, and put his Mouth
upon bis Mouth, and hisEyes upon bis Eyes, and his Hands upon his Hands,
and he fivetch himfelf upon the Child: and the Flefh of the Child waxed
warm, and Blifha [Fretched him[elf upon the Child a [eqond time : Here
the Reader may fee, that the (Child was dead, and by the Faith
and Prayer, and, by the Warmne(s of the Prophet Elifha his Flefh,
the Child revived to Life again both Body and Soul. And Elifha
did ufe the fame Means and Way as Elsjah did ? for he went in and
fhut. the Door, and prayed unto the Lord as Elijsh did, and
ftretched himfelf upon the Child as Elijah did, and rajfe che Child
to Life again by the Power of Faith.

Yet Elifha maketh no mention of the Soul coming into the Ch'ld
again, but he delivered the Body and Soul of the Child, that were
both dead together, he delivered them both alive together to the
Child’s Mother. It was the fame thing done by Elijah, only {ome
difference in the Words, but the Senfe and Meaning 1s all one.

So that the Reader may underftand, if any true Light of Life be
in him, that the Soul of the Child went not out of its Body, but
" died in the Body ; and by the Power of Faith in the Prophet, it

uickened alive out of Death in the Child’s Body again; for the Soul
or Lifeof the Child never went out of the B)dy as isvainly imagin’d;
but the Soul, Life, and Spirit of the Child was abfolutely dead in
the Body, and by the Power of Faith in the Prophet, the dead Soul
or Life of the Child was quickened alive again, and caufed the Bo-
dy to live alfo. For if the Woman thould have had the Soul of the
Child given unto her without the Body, fhe would have given the
Prophet no Thanks for raifing her Child’s Soul without a Body ; but
the Body and Soul being one Perfon, they were both dead together,
and the Prophet raifed them both together alive, "and the Woman
received them both together, and rejoyced greatly in Ged, and gave
Honour to the Prophet.

~Thus in fhort, I have given the true Interpretation of all thofe
Scriptures that moft (eem, or moft commonly are cbjeited agzainft
the Mortality of the Soul, or to prove that Spirits do go out of the
Body at the time of Death, or that. Spirits may be railed without
Bodies, or have any Being without Bodies, or that a 5pirit may ap-
pear in a Shape without a Body, or that a Spiric can allume what
Shape it pleafe, yet have no Body or Subitance,

F Thefe
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[hefe things the wun Imaumtmn of Reafon in Man hath created
in it felf, €0 fright it {elt with, for théir is no'fuch’ thing‘as’ an
rits walking without Bodies, neither doth any Spirit go out of ‘the*
Body when Men die, as 1s imagined by moft’ People’; but thefe dre’
Fittions of Mens B‘t‘anﬂ created by the Imagination in the dark>
Minds of Men and Women, for G{}d never crEated any fug:h thmgg,
as | have thewed before.

And as for that i’anng of Sa-"aman Eccl. xit. 7. Then" [hall the D.z.tﬂ' :
veturn to the Earth as it was, ‘and the Sp:rzr sall veturt to God who ‘gave
it. His Meaning (1 fuppofe) in thefe Wiords'is, asis generally con-
ceived ‘by: all PEupie the Bo dy to“tlie Dhuft, and the Spirit retirns
to God that. gdve it'wheh Men did"¥ But thefe Sayings of Solcmon -
are 1o Scripture, for Selomon was no Scripture Writer, for 'his Wri-
tings were not written by the Revelation of Faith, but by the Re-
velation of Reafon; yet it was the pureft of Reafnn, and he had the
greateft Meafure of the Wifdom of Reafon, and the Knowledge of™
Natuare, of any that was before him fince Ad.um or any that fhall |
come after him. -

Therefore God chofe him King, and gave him the pureft Wif=
dom of Reafon, according to his Defire in his Prayer to God, that
his Wifdom might refemble Heaven for Glory, asit did ; for. what'
(Jiﬂf}f could a King haye upon Earth greater than he had ? Which!
was a true Refemblance of the Glory of Heaven ; and this Glory -
was PI’GCUI‘Ed by that Power and great Wif{dom of Reafon in him ;
yet for all this he was ignorant of the Revela‘ion of Faith, and of -
fpiritual and heavenly Things, ig,naraht of the true Gﬂd, and of-
the right Devil, and nf fumc things in"Nature.

As that the Spirit of a Man fhould return to God that gave' it
without a Body ; when as God never gave any Spirit to Man
without 2 Body, nor to no other Creature : ‘But Sifomon being-igno-
rant, that the Spirit or Soul of Man is generated and begotten by
the Law of Generation as well as the Body ; this wasin the Crea--
tion when God made Man in his own Image, the Ignorance of " this
caufed him to {peak thus; for he knew not where the Spirit went
when the Body is laid in the-Earth, no mere than the learned Phi-
lofophersdo, who fay, A Spirit cannot die ; as if the Spirit and
Life of every Creature. were the Spirit or Life of God, eife they -
think no Creature could move and have a Being.

And though Selomen was a wile Man, as the Heathen Phﬂﬂfh-
phers were wife Men in Nature ; yet they were all ignorant in this
one thing, of the Law of Generation or Procreation, to increafe
and
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4;“& mu1t1]31)z as GQ}i hatil placed 1 n l\atureb w}‘xen II',lE’ c‘l‘e'ate d the
World - ﬁe beginning ;- for every Creature as well as’ Man,
were to. ;ucreafe and multiply, by the Law of Géneration 5 and this
X am fure, they begot Spirit, Life, and Soul by Generation, as well
§Bnd1es. Y v

But if it be objefted, that ch breathEd 1'ntﬂ Man l:he Breg th ai
Ilfe and he became a living Soul; and fo Man’s met is of a more
noble diyine Life or Spirit than any, other Creature. '

To. this fay, the Law of Generation te_increafe and multiply,
was placed in Man’s Seed and Nature by Gad the Creator, as in, o-
ther Creatures : For this is to be obferved, that Adam did not come
to be a living Soul; by Generationy as we qifl ever figce 3 but hesand
Eve were firft made “as a I‘oundatmn for -Gereration 5 1o that God
made or created but one Man and one Woman, all Men and Wo-
men that have been generated and begotten ever fince, cannot pro-
perly be f.ud to-be made nor {:reared;, but begotten by, (:ene:a_mu,,
for Gdd never. mad’e and created but I}HE Ma.} afd one Wuman all
ﬂtherﬂ are generated and begotten. Cadk.

]

“Therefore when Man bege*s a Son or. I}aurrl* ter int the{way of 1.2,

neratmn_, hebegets the Soul or Spirit of the Child a3 well a3 the Bo.-
dy'; ‘and the buul or Spirit came out of the'Man's Lm*.:s we'll 45 the
Body :As' it was faid by ,r}frt:ufz Swemj Sauls cante'b: o f ?ﬂ: Laiass W b7y
10, thén'that ‘S‘p rit or Soul that is ‘beotten by Genehifion, it miit
and doth die: For this 1fay, God mnever breathed'the Breath of
Life into no "\“Ian but into, Adam : The Spirit of Life’ in‘all’ Men
and Women &lfe or fince' have been ‘generdted and betotten, and
what Spirit and Soul of Man that is generated, it doth die '1hd turn
to Duft, tilithe Regeneration, wh‘eq God fhall'raife it again; ‘which
wiil not be a'Minute of an Hour to the dead Spirit,’ as i bé fore.
So' it may be clear to'thofe that’have the true Light®of Faith in
them, that the Sou! or ‘Spirit of Man doth'die-as well as the Body*:
“They both came intp the World together alive, ‘atd tiiey fhaltboth
go out of the World again‘dead, as I have’ fhewsd befsre. " Al
the Reader may fee, that thofe Sr:,nptureq have be¢n mifunderftood
through the’ Ignnrance and Darknefs of” Mens Minds. 'to' think thac
the Soul or Spirit of Man doth not'die, but {lips out of £ thé Body ;
but to imagine ‘that bplrlts may walk thhe::ur' Budma, of ‘that any
Witch can raife anty Spirit withour a Bc}d; 3 and” rna.w other Con-
ceits that do’arife out of ‘the dark Mind ‘of Manj which ‘have’ been
grounded upon thofé 'Scripture "Mords ; "‘therefore I have given the
Inl:erp etation of all thole Places of Scripture that are of moft Con-
F 2 cernment,
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cernment, and feem to bear fuch a Senfe, as is generally conceived
among Profeflors of the Scriptures: So that whoever underftands
the Interpretation, may receive great Satisfaétion in their Minds in
this Point 35 {o much for Satisfaétion of the Underfianding in Heart,
and for the Difcontent of the Ignorant and Dark-minded People,who
believe by Tradition that their Spirits do not die, but flide out of
the Body at the time of Death ; and if they have been evil and
wicked Livers, their Spirits do walk afterwards, and cannot be at
reft. Thefe Conceits have been exceeding brief in the World
heretofore, when People were in Darknefs, and fo is ftill where the
Darknefs of Mind ruleth.

SR238288883888885528884288883855838
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THERE is ore thing more that would be neceffary for the wife
in Heart to know, which the Scriptures fpeak of in feveral
Places ; but 1 never heard any of the Miniftry tell what that Satan
is the Seriptures fpeak of, therefore I fhall fpeak a Word or two to
thew what Saran 15, and fo conclude. 1 Chrom. xxi. 1. And Satan
Jtood up agasnft Irael 3 and Fob i. 6. And Satan came alfo among them
and Chap. xxi. 22. And the Lord [aid to Sathan, From whence come
thou ? And Ged [aid to Sasan, Haft thou confidered my Servant Job?
BEzek. ini. 1. And Satan fanding at bis right Hand. Mat. xvi. 23.
Get the bebind me, Satan. Luke x. 18. I bebeld Satan as Lightning
fall from Heaven. :

- 1 Chron.x¥i. Y. And Satan ffood up againft Ifracl, and provoked Dae
vid to mumber Ifra¢l. This Satan that provoked Dwm'j: it was the
Motions of Reafon in himfelf,being lifted up in his own Mind,in that
he had overcome the Children of 4mmon, he thought to make no-
thing of the Philiftines 5 therefore the Thoughts of his Heart moved:
him to number the People, to know his Strength. And this Motion.
that did arife in his Heart, it was Satan, it is called Satan, becaufe
thofe Motions proceed from the Spirit or Seed of Reafon in him. In
2 Sam. 3xiv. 1. it is faid, The Anger of the Lord was kindled againft
Urael, and be moved David againft them to [ay, Ga, number litael:
that is, the Lord fuffered the Motions of Reafon in David to be-
powerful and firong in him, that no Arguments fhould diffivade him
from it, but the People muft be numbred ; and this was that Satan.
in David, and no Spirit without him,.

S&
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_ So Fob 1. 6. The Sons of God came to prefent them(eluves before the Lord,
and Satan came alfo among them. To thisl fay, the Book of Fob is
no Scripture, neither are Men to build their Faith upon it, becaufe
the Book of Fob was written before Mofes, therefore no Scripture;
for Mofes his Writing is the firft Foundation of Scripture. Yet this
1 do confefs, that Fob was a good and faithful Man ; and becaufe he
was affli¢ted by Satan, and Satan is {poken of in f{everal Places of
Scripture, yet none of them did declare what this Satan is, there-
fore I fhall declare now what that Satan was, that came among the
Sons of God.
~ Ideclare, the Sons of God they were the Sonsof Fob, who feaft-
ed their three Sifters, as youmay read. They were called the Sons
of God, becaufe they were that good and faithful Man Fob’s Sons ;
as'the Sons of Serh were called the Sons of God, and they looked upon
the Daughters of Men, and [aw that they were fair, &c. as you may
read in Genefis. Now that Satan came amongft them when they
prefented themfelves before the Lord, it was the Spirit of Reafon
in Fob’s feven Sons, when they feafted their three Sifters, they
were moved in their Minds to Voluptuoulnefs, Drunkennefs and
Luft, as the reft of the Heathen were where they lived ; fo that
they did Wickednefs in the Abfence of Fob their Father : And Fob
fearing in their Wickednefs his Sons had curfed God in their
Hearts, as you may {ee in the Verfe before. So ¥ob caufed his Sons
to prefent themfelves before the Lord, and to worthip the Lord, as
it was the Manner for Fob to do in thofe times, and Satan come with
them, that is, the Spirit of Reafon in his Sons came with them,
reafoning in themfelves; why fhould their Father Fob reprove
them for their Wickednef{s in their Feafts; this was that Satan that
came amongft them, for he was in them, and no other Satan but
what was within them.

And this is that Satan that goeth to and fro in the Earth, to
tempt and deftroy thofe that are faithful : So thatthisSpirit of Rea-
{on, this Satan, it goeth to and fro in the Earth, to tempt and de~
ftroy the faichful.

It was that Satan that did motion the Ssbeans and Chaldeans to
take away Fob’s Oxen, and {lay his Servants as they were plowing s,
and fired the Sheep, and burnt up Yob’s Servants ; and the Chaldeans
came with a Band of Men, feeing Fob {mitten and deftroyed by the
Sabeans 5 and they came with three Bands of Men, and deftroyed
the Camels and the reft of his Servants. - *

ok
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For this muft be mmded that in'thofe Times there was nn L'w& to
deliver or help the Inm}cent but he that had the ftrongeft Sword car-
ried the Day. And the Lnrd for Trial of F.b’s Faith and Patience,
and for a Pattern for the Ages to come, he fuffered the Spirit of un-
clean Reafon in the Sabeans. and Chaldeans to go to and fro in the.
Earth, to frir up their People to deftroy Fob and all his; Hnule and
Cattle. .

Alfe God fuffered the natural Wind to blow down the Houfe
where Fob’s Sons were feafting, and defiroyed them according to the
Defire of. the. Spirit of unclean Reafon in the Sabeans and. Chaldaaps.
For the Sons of Fob were wicked Children, though called the Su-n:
of God. .

And laft of all the Sp:ru: of tnclean Reafon in Yob's Wife was th'n‘:
Satan that tempted Fob to curfe God and die : So that there’is no
other Spirit or S1l::m without Man : = But that Satan {poken of in
Fob, it was the Spirit of unclean Reafon in the Minds of the Sabeans,’
(‘hﬁfdmam, and in Job's Wife and ‘sons ; that was the'Satan, and 1'*:1
other

And as for thofe Difputes; God had with Satan, and Satan with’
God ; it was nothing elfe but the Motions of “f}b s Heart paffing’
thrcut{h his troubled Soul, theseed of Faith difputed in him for God,
per {uading him to be patient, and let that have its perfeft Work, and
{0 Hope did increafe in hnn ; and the Seed of Reafon, Wthh was
Satan in him as well as in others, it pleaded againft God, Reafon-
ing in him as if God did not do well or juftly by him, that had been
fo righteous in his Life, one who never did no Wrong to his Neigh-
bour but always feared God ; yet that God fhould fuffer the wicked
to deﬁmy his Cattie and Servants, and fuffer the Wind toblow down
his Houfe, and deftroy his Ch;ldrcn ; andnot only fo, but fuffer his
Body to break out with, Boils and Botches moft loathfome, as if he
had been the greateft Sinner,in the World ; {o that he thought thac
God dealt more cruelly with him then with any other Creature. And
further, he thought. God ‘dealt Hardly with him, that he woul
neither take away h15 Life, that he might die out of ‘this trouble
Mind and Pains of Body, nor reftore him to Health. Thefeand fuch
like Reafonings and thoughts pafled through ub’s troubled Soul even
from the Spirit or Seed of Reafon in him, which is the Difpute of
Satan : For as the'Seed of Faith in Fob d:f‘ uted for God fo did the
Seed of Reafon in Fob difpute for Satan fur there is no other Satan
but what isin Man, as! faid before,

So
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So.in Zach. 1.1, ‘here Zachariah the Pmphet {aw i1 a Vifion the

Redemption of the Seed of Faith by Chrift under the Type of Foflua
the High-Prieft, ftanding before the Angel of the Lord,and Satan
ftanding at his: n"ht hand to refift him.This High-Prieft was Chrift
cloaghed with filthy Garments, when he became Fleth, when on
Lu’f:'l he appeared unto Men, to.be clothed in filthy Garments;,.
being {o mean, and had not a Placeto lay his Head yet profeffed him~ |
felf to be the Son of God, the High-Prieft that fhould offer up him- .
felf for to fave his People ; for High-Priefts in former Times did ap-
pear to the People wmh rlch and glorious Garments ; put this High-
Prieft doth appear to the Seed of Reafon, to be clothed in filthy Gar-
ments, not fit (as Reafon thinks) to ftand before the Angel uf the:
Lord.
And this Satan that ftands as his right Hand to refift him, it was
the Spirit of unclean Reafon in thofe People-of the Jews when Chrift
was upon Earth,and when that Devil that tempted Chrift; {poken of
in. Matthew, dliputed with Chrift, he refifted the High- Pneft, and.
ftood at Chrift’s right Hand at that time 5 and this Devil that temp-
ted Chrift, it was a Man endued with an hi gh Picch of Reafon, and. .
thatSpmr: of Reafon, or Wildom of Itea{hn, in that Man that temp-
ted Chrift the High Prjeﬂ', it was Satan that ftrove to refift Chrift
in difpute, whereupon Chrift faid, Genthee hence Satan.

This Satan was a Man, and the Spirit of Reafon in this Man is
that Satan that always refiftech the Wifdom of Faith, whichis the
Wifdom of God. But this hath been more largely.treated upon in
our other ,Writings, {fo l.fhall {peak no more of that Devil and his.
Templ;ar.mm here.

Somn Matth. xvi.23. Chrift faid unto Peter, Get thee behind me:
Satan. Here you fee Peter is called Satan, becaufe it was the Spirit
of Reafon in Peter that faid, Mafter, pity thy {elf: That is, the:
Thoughts of Peter’s Heart they did favour of the flefhly part, that is,
thofe Motions to perfuade Chrift to f{ave himfelf from Death, they:
did arife from the Seed of Reafon in Perer,therefore called Satan ; for
there was no new Spirit that came into Peter at that time 'to caufe
him to {fpeak thofe Words, but thofe Words proceeded from the
Seed of Reafon in him, as aforefaid;'therefore called Satan.

And wherefoever that Expreflion is ufed, as Peter {aid himfelf in.
the Ads, Why bath Satan filled thine Heart to lie unto the Houly
Gheft ? that is, why hath the Motions of Reafon in. thee perfuaded:
thy Heart to tell a Lie unto us, that have the Holy Ghoft in us ?

So’
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So the Reader may clearly fee, there is no other Satan to tempt
God or Man, but the Motions and Words that proceed from the
Seed of Reafon in Man and Woman.

Soin Luke x. 18. And Chrift faid unto his Difciples, I bebeld Satan
as Lightning fall from Heaven. This Chrift {pake, becaufe his Difci-
ples rejoyced that the Devils were fubjet to them. The Meaning |
of Chrift was, that he faw the Spirit of Reafon, that was in the
Rulers of the Fews, very high in the Righteoufnefs of the Law of
Mofes, even as if they were in Heaven, thinking in themieives that
none could be more happy and furer of Heaven and Peace with God,
then they that kept to tﬁe Law of Mofes.

‘Now Chrift knowing that this Righteoufiefs of the Fews, fhould
be thrown down by the Righteoufne(s of Faith, which his Apoftles '
thould preach, therefore he faw by Faith that the Spirit of Reafon
in the Rulers of the Fews thould fall like Lightning from Meaven ;
and fo it did, and the Difciples of Chrift thould, by the Dottrine
and Righteoufnefs of Faith, tread upon Serpents, and upon their
Perfecution, and upon their Righteoufnefs of the Law of Asofes,
and upon all that which did fall like Lightning from Heaven ; they
fhould tread upon Satan, that is, upon the very Wifdom of Reafon
the Devil. Y

This is the true meaning of Chrift, when he"beheld Satan fall
from Heaven like Lightning, and what Satan is fo much fpoken of
in Scripture.  Much more might be f{aid to enlarge this Point, but I
have {poken more already then | did intend ; but I {fuppofe there is
enough written here in fhort to fatisfy thofe, that canunderftand by
a lictle what a great deal Means, And alfo People may know when

they {peak of Satan what Satan is, and when they fpeak of the De-
vil, they may no what the Dévil 1s.

So much concerning the Interpretation of Satan, and
the Conclufion of this Epiftle, written by

Lodowick Muggleton.
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_H_Lerté;' to Mr, ,Féwterriﬂ. T, e

AC of;y of a Letter written by the Prophet Lodowick
““ Muggleton, 70 Mr. Edward Fewterrill of Chelterfield,
__bearing Date from London March 29. 1660.

.. Friend, ' :
Received your Letter, wherein I perceive you are a Man that
hath been led through f{everal Opinions, yet not fuffered to

joyn with any, but have been made to wait upon Jefus Chrift the

only God for Satisfaltion ; and now it hath been his great Love,
which he hath loved you, to let you have a Sight of thofe infinite

Truths, wriiten by the Hands of his two Witnefles, and Lawrence

Claxton 5, which Writing of ours, I perceive by your Letter, have

given you more Satisfultion than any that ever you read before.

" Only this | perceive, that you did and do ftill much approve of

Facob Bemon’s Works 3 and for this Caufe, becaufe you were as I per-

ceive by his Writings, exhorted to refign your Will unto God’s

‘Will, and to come unto that happy State, neither to Will or Defire

any thing, but to abide in the Will of God, which is Jefus Chrilt,

into which Eftate the Lord did twice bring you in fome Meafure.

- Alfo you fay, Thatit is a hard thing to caft out that Devil that

~ 1s inus, nor can it be done as we fay or think, but by that Refiz-

nation and Faith in the true God. ;

Likewife you fay, that you were a great Difputant againft all
Forms and formal Wordhip, till the Lord filenced you, and did let
you feeit was but a vain Thing te wrangle and jangle with thé
Devil more. .

But [ fhall pafs by part of your Letter, and 1 fhall anfwer you
to thofe things that are of moft Concernment.

You fay, that there was that Portion of Scripture brought into
your Remembrance of his Promile, I will fend the Spirit of Trath,
which [hall guide you into all Truth, and there have you had your reft
repofed. - el
~ In the laft Place 1 find, that you would have fome Anfiver to fome
Doubts, concerning that Devil that doth appear to Witches, and
fuck of their Bodies, and what chat is that doth appear to Conju-
ters, and the Authors of lying Wonders of Fobz Rebins ; though you
do believe there isno Devil but Man, you do believe alfo that the
Soul of Man 1s mortal, and muft needs die, and fo cannot appear,

though you thought otherwife in your Reafon.
458 5 You
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You fay, Whether is there'a Spirit in Man that furviveth and is
allured hv them or do they ftir up awaking the Power of the firft
fallen Angel rhmugh their devillifh Faith, or is thefe Things from
their vain Imaginations. If fo, how ? if not, what it is, is your
Defire to know of me.

To which 1 fhalt give you fome Anfwer both tothe firlt of Part
your Letter, and al(o to the latter Part of it.

Firft you fay, that you have been made to wait (fﬂn ]Eﬁts Chrift
the only God 5 for Satisfaction thereof, 1 would have you to
confider, how could you wait and be (atisfied in the Behﬂfof fuch
a God which you never knew. For the Letter gf the Scriptures

did never declare to you, that Jefus Chrift was the only God, nei-
ther did God commiffionate no Prophet nor Apoftle for to declare
it, though their Declarations was as neceffary to be believed in
their Time and Place, as this Commiffion of the Spirit; which
Commififion of the bmrlt hath deeper Myfteries held forth in it,
than the other two Commiffions had : For God never did give to
any Prophets or Apoftles, the Knowledge of his own Form or Na-
ture betore he became Flefh. 1f they did know it, they did not
veveal it. But he hath given it to his two laft Spiritual Wltneffes
and Prophets, Fohn Reeve’s and Lodowick Muggleton, who were thofe
chofen Witneffes of God, which fhould have more Underftanding
of ‘the Mind of God in the Scriptures, than all Men in the World. .

Which Knowledge of God's Mind in the Scriptures, doth con-
hﬁ of rhefe fix Heads.

Firft, Of the Form and Nature of God before he became Flefh..

Secondly, Of the Form and Nature of the Devil before he be=
became Flefh.

Thirdly, Of the Place and Nature of Heaven.

Eourthly, Of the Place and Nature of Hell.

F:frb!'p, C‘f the Narure and Perf{ons of Angels..

Sixthly, OF the Mortality of the Soul.

Upon the Knowledge of thefe fix Principles, depends the eter-
nal Happinels of many. And the Knowledge of the two Seeds, is
thofe two Keys that doth open thofe two, namely, the ftrait and
narrow Gate that leadeth unto Life, and the broad and wide Ga:e
that leadeth to Deftruétion. And thofe two Keys are given unto us
two aforefard, which hath the- Commiffion of the Spirit g ven
unto us.

So that there is no coming unto the Knowledge of the true God,
gor the right Devil, but where the Declaration of this Spir itual
Commifiion doth open the Docrs or Gates of Mens Hears; and

lets,
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lets them {ee what Seed they are of, and fo Men come to know
the true God and the right Devil. And then a Man may truly fay,
that he can refign his Will to God’s Will, as you fay Facob Bemon
in his Writings doth declare.
~ Yet this.I would have you to know that Facoh Bemon had no Per-
fonal God at all not to refign his Will unto, but his God was an
Infinite, Incomprehenfible, Formlefs Spirit, as all the World hath.
‘Neither had his Devil a Perfon nor Form ; neither had his Angels
he fpeaketh {o much of any Body or Form at all, but they were all
Spirits.without Bodies, which in the Conclufion was no more but
fo many Letters, that is, three Letters, G, O, D, and {o of the
Devil and Angels.

And yet this Man would refign his Will into God’s Will, andi
yet his God had no Form nor Nature at all; therefore they could:
be no Will in his God, whereby any Man fhould refign his Will
into God’s Will 5 whereas there can be no Will in God, except he
hath both Form and Nature.

And this is that Will of God which you call Jefus Chrift, into
which Eftate the Lord did twice bring you, which Eftate of yours
in that Faith of Facob Bemon’s, could not be atrue Eftate, becaufe
there was not the Knowledge of the true God ; and where there ig
not the Knowledge of the true God,there cannot be the Knowledge,
of the right Devil; without the Knowledge of thefe two, there:
can be no true lafting Peace in Man.

And as for your being a great Difputant among(t all formal Wor-
fhip, 1 do not queftion the thing, becaufe I know that the ‘Wifdom:
of Reafon, which is the Devil, doth love to be uppermoft in
Difputes,

 But how can you fay, that the L.ord did Silence you, and made
you to fee the Vanity of all Difputes; whereas you did. not know
any other God, but what is generally believed on in the World 3,
that is, an Infinite, Incomprehenfible Spirit, not minding whethes:
God had any Nature or Form at all.

Therefore it cculd not be the true Lord that did filence you, but
but it was fomething that did arife out of your own Seed, which.
did fhew you the Vanity of all Difputes.

In the next Place you fay, that there was-brought into your Rea.
membran e that Portion of Scripcure concerning his Promife, thar
he would fend bis Spirit of Truth, which [hould gafd: you into all Truth,,
and there have you had your reft repofed.

Anfwer;,
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Anfiver, That this Place of Scripture did not telong unto you, not
to any Man in the World at this Day ; for that Promile was given
only unto his Difciples; which Difciples of his to whom thofe
Words were {poken, were afterwards made Apoftles of Chrift; fo
that the Promife which Chrift did promife to his Difciples before
his Death, was that of the Blood which was given unto his Apoftles
which was called the Spirit of Truth, becaufe they fhould witnefs
unto the Truth ; that is, unto his Death and Refurreftion and
Afcenfion.

Therefore take Notice of this, that that Promifée was fulfilled
upon his Apoftles after he was afcended up to Heaven, as you may
read in the fecond of the Aits, and to every Man that doth read
the Promifes, which God did make to his Commiffionated Apoftles,
it doth not belong to every Man that doth read them, but every
Man is to mind that Commiffion which he is undet.

Therefore for you torepofe your Truft upon fuch Promifes as was
given to other Men in their Commiffions, that Peace will not en-
dure to the End, butwill vanifth like Smoke in the Fire.

In the next Place, I fhall give you fome Anfwers to thofe Doubts,
which you {pake of concerning that Devil which doth appear to
Witches and Conjurers, ‘and how thofe lying Wonders were acted -
by Fohn Robins.

Anfwer, Thereis a twofold Witchcraft, the one is Natural, the
other is Spiritual.

Now thisnatural Witchcraft is acted by fuch asare called Witches,
and Conjurers. Now as for thofe ignorant Women which are
Witches, their Witchcraft lies in their wicked Natute, by giving
themfelves up to believe, that there isno God at all but Nature on-
ly, and fo by that firong Faith that they have in Nature, they have
Power over thofe whofe Underftandings are of a lower Capacity
than themfelves, and fo People being ignorant and fearful of them,
doth many times difturb and fearch their Blood with Extremity of
Fear, which they have of one that is {ufpeted for a Witch, and fo
by their own Fear and Imagination, they come to be bewitched.
As a Man being overcharged with extream Grief, or being preven-
ted by one that he loves, he goes Diftracted or runneth Mad, which
is' no other but his being bewitched. And {o it 1s with all thofe
that are ignorant, and over charged with Fear: and as for thofe
Children and Cattle that are bewitched, it is by fome other Sor=
cery which they do ufe with Herbs and Plants, and fome othet
things of Nature, they having fome fmall Knowledge of that Syme

pnthy,
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pathy, and Influence the Stars have over thofe Bodies and Herbs,
and {0 mix their Faith and Experience together, pretendingto do
all Manner of Goud, but intendeth nothing but Evil.. So that there
s no fuch thing as People do vainly imagine as for Spirits to fuck
Witches, but all the Devil that is, is their own dark Reafon; and
that Spirit that doth bewitch any Creature, it doth arife out of
their own Imagination : And as for Conjurers and Magicians, their
Reafon is more enlightened than the others is, becaufe they do go
altogether by the Figure, which is an Art by which the Reafon of
Man hath produced Charaéters and Figures for the feveral Stars and
Planets, ang {o they came to imagine the Influence of thofe Stars and
Planets upon the Bodies of Men,and many times they do hit rightly,
yet it is ftill but Witchcraft. For it is nothing elfe but the Imagina-
tion of Reafon, that doth pry into the Secrets of Nature. And the
firft Witcheraft that ever was, it was produced by learning of Num-
‘bers and Figures ; I fay, it was firft from the Egyptians Arts, and
from thence came Conjuration, and the Knowledge of the In-
fluence of the Stars and Planets and the Bnowledge of Phyfick,
which are no other in the Original but Witches, only this their
Witcheraft 1s more tolerated by the Power of the Nations ; but I
am confident that there is more People in the World bewitched
with them, than there is with the other Sort of Witches, that is,
they are deceived both in Body, and in Mind, and Eftate. For
when a Man is deceived in his Expectations and Faith which he had
in that Art, hemay very well be faid to be bewitched: But as for
raifing Spirits without Bodies, there is no Witch, no Conjurer, or
Magician, nor the greateft Artift in the World can do; neither can

anySpirit affume anyBody but its own. So much for natural Witches.
- And for thofe lying Signs and Wonders which Fchn Robins did
aft, it was by a more Spiritual Witchcraft; his was not by the
Knowledge of the Stars, ‘though he had fome Skill in that too, but
the Power of his Witchcraft did lye in the affluming and taking
upon him the Title of the Great God, as you may read in our
Books : And fo that his Reafon being more exercifed in the Scrip-
tures upon Spiritual Matters, becaufe the whole Body of the Serip-
tures doth confift of Spiritual and Heavenly Matter; and he having
more Knowledge in the Myftery of the Scriptures at that time than
all Men in the World, therefore he had many that did fall down
and worfhip him ; becaufe his Knowledge in the Scriptures, did fur-
pafs other Men, and fo produced Voices in himfelf, and could pre-
fent lying Signs and Wonders, unto allthofe that were deceived by -

‘i him,



50 A Letter to Adr. Fewterrill,

hint, or that whereafraid of him 3 yet he did not deal with Spirits that,
had not Bodies; but all that Wifdom and Witchcraft that he did fhewn
it came or arofe out of his own Spirit of Reafon, which was inclofed in
his own Body. : .

And there is the Inflaence of the fame Spirit of Witchetraft doth
now remain upon thofe People called Quwakers, notwithftanding there
feeming Holinefs, for they have many Times (uch flefoly Fits falling up-
on them, which doth feem as if they had the Falling-Sicknels, and be
as Men dumb, and will not fpeak a Word for three or four Hours toge-
ther, and upona Sudden they will break forth into ftrong Language, as if
the Spirit did immediately move them to{peak, This 1{ay, 1t isnothing
elfebut an Influence of Fohn Robins's Spiritual Witcheraft, which is pro=
duced out of their own Spirit within them, and not from any Spirit
which hath no Body without theni. And all thisis, they hive no Know-
ledge of the true God or theright Devil,

Therefore it is that the greateft Part of the World doth lie undér
Witchcraft, either a Natural Witchceraft or aSpiritual Witcherafe; there
15 a very few that is delivered from being under one or both ef thems;
there is none delivered but thofe that are come to have Faith in this
Spiritual Commiffien, which is now extant in the World § for Faith
in it doth lead Men to the Knowledge of the true God and the right De-
vil, with all thofle deep Myfiteries which doth depend on them, the Know-
ledge of which doth free a Man from all Witcheraft whatfoever.

Therefore I would advife you to read the Books of onrs called the
Divine- LookingaGlaf s, for that yon may fee there, that there can be no
Spirits without a Body, neither can any Witch or Conjurer raife any
Spirit without 2 Body : Bat thefe Conjurers may do through the Igne-
rance-and Darknefs of Man’s Reafon, and that Fear and Belief that 1s in
the Ignorant, they may by their ignorant Power raife a Shadow of things,
as if they were real Bodies, or Spirits in the Shape of Bodiesy as the
Fgyprians did before Pharaoh King of Egypt, they did {eem to raife Frogs
and Grafhoppers in the Sight of Pharach King of Egypt 3 but 1 {ay, they
were not real Frogs and Grafhoppers, but Shadows of {uch things,
which as foon as ever the Witchcraft Power or Art was over,their Frogs
and Grafhoppers were gone alfo, elfe would the King and his People
been as mucE troubled at thofe Frogs which the Magicians did bring
upon their Land, as they were with thofe which Afufes brought up
which went into their Hou fes, And now if Afsfes had not raifed Bodies
as well as Spirits, or if he had raifed Spirits without Bodies, they woald
have been as little troubled ar thofe things which AZfes did, as they
were at thofe Shadows or feeming things, which the Magicians of Egypt
did. There is fomething more in your Letter you fent to me, but I
have not time at prefent to anfwer 3 So reffeth your Friend,

Lodowick Muggleton,
g s,
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Tbe Prophet Reeve’s Epiftle to bis Friend, difcrvering
the dok Light of the Quakers; written in the
Jear 1654 September the 20th,

W me, which was fent thee out of'the Country, [am moved
7=X to prefent thefe Lines to the View of thy ponderous Spi-
4 rit ; for as Words of Truth flowing from a real Foun-
J 'dation, drew forth Humility and Love to God and
Man, from that Soul that hath received an hearing Ear, fo like-
wife thou may{t know the glittering Words proceeding from Mans
Carnal Wifdom, is that which hath occafioned many Men to be ex-
alted above Meafure, and to imagine himfelf fo elfentially united ta
the Divine Glory, that at length that Man hath been (o bewitched
through the Adorations of Men and Women in deep Darknels, wich
high Conceits of his own Spiritual Wifdom, that he hath been wils
ling to deny his creaturely Conditicn, and to embrace the Holy Ti-
tles and Honour of an infinite Creator. Yea, and to {ay in his Hearc
and Tongue alfo, that there is no Spiritual God or Perfonal Glory
in’ the leaft, bat what is in Man only, notwithftanding, as fure as
the Lord Jefus liveth, both he and all that is in him muft turn into
filent Death and Duft for a Moment, yea, and would {o remain un-
to all Bternity, if there were not a diftin¢t perfonal Majefty living
without Man to raife him again, to everlafting {enfible Glory or
Shame, according to the Royal Pleafure of that God, that nei-
ther will nor can give his Glory to another.

My Dear Friend, be not deceived with Mens crafty Words, who
have no ‘true fpiritual Diftinttion in them ;5 for if any mortal Man
have dwelling in him the eternal Spirit, all the Motions, Thoughts,
Words and Actions of that Man muft needs be as pure, holy and
powerful as God himfelf, becaufe thou knoweft they proceed from
a pure, holy, and glorious Spirit: But of the contrary, it thou
perceiveft a Meafure of Light ouly abiding in thee, which thou i
Mercy haft received from an everlafting Jelus without thee, then

thou




3 An Epijile concerning the Light of the Quiakers.
thou often feeft Darknels in thee as well as Light. . For Light entred
‘notinto Sinners to make them {piritual Gods one overanother, but it
fhined into them to difcover their natural Enmity continually war-
ring agamft a God of eternal Love towards them ; 4nd not only o,
buat o prevent alfo their former Darknef(s from tyrannizing in them
for ever, yea and to confolate their eleét Brethren by their fpiritual
Experiences. ' : o sl basdiinds
Wierefore, from a Divine Gift which I have freely received from
an unerring Spirit, I fay unto thee, that thofe' Men which labour
to perfivade their Hearers, that if they diligently hearken to the
Light that is in them, they may attain to fuch a Power, as to be
dead in this Body from all Kind .of inward Darknef(s, Sins7or Evil,
have utteréd the falfeft Doétrine that ever was declared to M
Moreover, if the Light of Life Eternal be thy Guide, though muft
needs know then, it was neither the juftifying Light of Chrift with.
i Man, no nor the Spirit. of Chrift without Man;, that moved
thofe Men to fpeak or write to the People ;. butit was their own
lying Imagination which hurried them about to beget Profelytes to
themfelves in the Man Chrift Jefus’s ftead, who alone is God over alf
Blefled for ever and ever. Amen. ,
* Hethat is born of God finneth not, that is he is not left to his
own Heart to commit the unpardonable Sin of Unbelief in the true
God, in defpifing the Spirit of Chrift Jelus, to be the only Lord
God of his Salvation. He that believeth (hall be [aved, but he that
believeth notis condemued already, not becaufe he hath not believed in
2 God, or Chrift that is within him, but becaufe he hath,not be=
lieved in'a perfonal God or Chrift that is without him, whefe di-
vine Majefty is crowned with fuch immortal bright burning Glory,
‘that if he did not vail his fiery Nature within his own blefied Body,
~the Glory of it is o tranfcendently infinite, that he in.a Moment
would confume 2l created Beings to Powder. He that committed
that Sin of calling God a Lyar,which is the Sin of not believing in our-
Lord Jefus Chrift as aforefaid, or hethat maketh glorious Pretences
of unfeigned Love to Chrift and his tender-hearted People, andiyet
fecretly lyeth under the'Power of carnal Filthivefs; fuch a-Man is.
not only of his Father the Devil, ( curfed Cain) buthealfois 2
wvery Devil himfelf. He that faith be. bath no Sin in biniy,is aLyan,
and tie Truth is not in bim 5 that is, he that faith Chrift is fo power-
fully rifen in him, that all Motions, Thought and Defireof ®in.
againft God or Man, is perfetly done away, that Man isan horri-
ble Lyar; and a deadly Enemy to all humble and broken-hearted -

Saints; |



An Epift/e concerniag the Light of the Quakers.

Saints j for their natural rebellious warring againft the Light with<
in them, and the Lord of Glory without them. Oh! my pre-

cious Friend, for whom my Soul {piritually travelleth, till thou art

firmly eftablifhed with glorious Things which are Eternal ; not
with empty Notions procéeding from an imaginary God or Chrift

within Men, only which with Syrenivn Songs is very pleafing to the.
carnal Ear, which may delude fome undifcerning Spirits for a Sea-

fon, nor with Pharifaical Looks, Sighs and Groans, to be feen of
of Men, which is nothing elfe but the Effelts of Mens crafty Words
and Geftures proceeding from Man’s flethly Wifdom, ‘which is abo-

minable in the Sight of our God, who is the Lord Jefus Chrift in

the Eternal Heavens above the Stars.

My beloved Friend, give me leave a little to reafon with thee,
about Things of the greateft Concernment : What exceflent Truths
‘above other Men haft thou heard from the chief Speakers of the

tiakers ® Didft thou ever hear them fpeak to the Purpofe? Or
fpeak at all of any God or Chrift, but what is in Man only ?
Or didft thou ever hear them fpeak of a bodily Glory and Mi-
fery to come {enfibly to be enjoyed by the Saints in the highelt Hea-
vens, and to be endured by the Serpents in this World at the Day
of eternal Accounts? Or doft thou fee the Image or Likenefs
the true Jefus in that Minifiry, the true‘and living Jefus, rejelted
not the Company' of Publicans and Sinners, even when his Light
appeared not.in them ; but on the contrary, do they not rafhly con-
demn thofe Men that foberly oppofe them, and fhun the Company
of thofe that are not of their Opinion, as Serpents ; much like unto
thofe Hypocrites of old, who faid, ftand farcher off, for we are
more holy than you. Moreover, in all their Speakings and Wri-
tings to the People,do they not make a grand Idol of theWord Lighe,
and oceafion Men to worlhip it as their only God:asif meer Words,
were to be adored without a Perfon, or worfhipped within the
Bodies of finful Man asa God+ Or as if thofe that enjoy true Light
in them, have fuch a Meafure of God in them, that they ftand in
no need of any God without them in the leaft.

My Dear Friend, thou knoweft Men of unftable Spirits, Child-
like, or rather Fool-like, are eafily taken with every Wind of Do-
&rine s But if thou haft a Spirit of true difcerning in thee, thou
wilt be made thorowly then to try the Spirits and Dottrines of
Men, whether they be of God or no, before thou embrace them;
Having been in the Fire of the Devil already, I hope thou hait
gained Experience. \Wherefore éor thy clearer Sight concerning ff

2 the
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the Fallacy of all Speakers, which fay. the Lord Fehovah, or Fefus
fent them, [ fhall give fome difcovering Charatters; he that faith
the everlafting fpiritual God or Father, became not a perfet Man
of unfpotted Flefh, Blood, and Bone, was never moved by the
Spirit of God or Chrift, to preach or {peak to the People; or he
that faith, that Spirit which is dwelling in the glorious Body of
Chrift Jefus, is not the alone everlafting Farher, God and Man
in one diftinét Perfon glorified, is none of Chrift’s Meffenger ; or
he that faith, God is not in the Form of a Man, but is an infinite
Spirit effentially abiding in all Creatures, that Man is a Lyar, and
the Truth is not in him 3 or he that faith, Chrift's Godhead died
not in the Flefh, and did not quicken and raife his Manhood to Life
again, and in that Body of Flefh and Bone, did not afcend into a
Kingdom of Glory in another World, the deep Things of God is.
utterly hid from that Man ; or he that faith all Manknd proceeded
from the Loins of the firft Man 4dam, is ignorant of the two Scrip-
ture Seeds (namely) the Seed of the Woman, and the Seed of the
Serpent, therefore he is none of Chrift’s fending ; or he that faith
Mens Souls do not die with their Bodies, and fleep together in the
Duft of the Earth, tillthe Lord Jefus by the mighty Power of his
Word {peaking only, do raife them unto Life again at the laft Day,
that Man is in deep Darknefs, not knowing the Scriptures or the
Power of God 3 or he that fays Mens Bodies only perifh (and not
the Souls) will be faved at the laft, that Man is a Lyar, and the
Truth is not in him.

Dear Friend,

Thus far was 1 moved to write unto thee, as an eternal Witnefs ~
between us, when the Secrets of all Hearts fhall be opened. If
thou feeft good, thou mayft prefent this Epiftle to the View of
thofe Men called %t_mﬁer.r, not that I can expeét a good Iflue from
any of them, unlefs God hath endowed them with hearing Ears,
unjudging, meek and patient Spirits.

Sept. 20. Thine in all eternal Excellencies.

1654
JOHN REEVE.

An



4n Epiftle to Mr. Hill. 5
An Epiftleof Joux REEVE raMr. Hrrr -.

Dear Friend in the eternal Truth, my Love to you
and the relt of our Spiritual Friends remembred.

Brother Hill, -
T feems very ftrange to me, That you with the reft of former
Friends, make no Enquiry after me whether 1 am dead or alive.
What have the unneceffary Things and -Cares of this World {wal-
lowed up your former Love to the Truth? Though I am moved
in this manner to write unto you, I tru®t you have . not fo learned.
Chrift.

Friend, The Reafon of my not fending unto you this long Seafon
is this, becaufe my Wife and I were both very fi-k and weak, of
which Sicknefs the 29th of Afarch laft my Wife died.

Immediaely after 1 had buried my Wife, ‘the Lord our God cal-
led me to vifit fome of his People living near Cambridge, as he once
called me to vifityou ; yea, it was in the very fame Manner : For
one of the chief Speakers of the Ranters being convinced by this
Truth, who formerly had deceived them, took a Parcel of my
Books and prefented them to them, upon which they greatly de-
fired me as you formerly did ; I hope there is about half a Score of
them that have received the Truch in Sincerity of Heart, they are
Husbandmen and Trade(men that Labour for their Bread as you do 3
they rejoyce in thofe that really poffefs this Truth though by Face
unknown. |

Chriftopher Hill,

You feem to forget your Engagement to your Father-in-Law, you
know the Time is expired concerning your Payment of the Money,
which was lent to you, and not to him ; wherefore as you love the
Truth, 1 defire you to fend me: the Money remaining behind
fpeedily, that [ may reftore it to the right Owner.

Now concerning my own Condition it is thus; on A4 Day laft,
I was Senfelefs two or three times, infomuch, that if a faithful
Friend had not been by me to relieve me with 2 little Cordial, 1
had immediately died. I ftill continue very fick and weak, o
that of Neceffity, 1 muft either mend or end in a little Space. As
for Relief now 1 have moft need of it, it hath been very
{mall of late; I wifh it may not be a Burthen to the Confcience of

fome



& Anofher! Epift Rvto My: Hill.
fome when I am gone ; the Widow’s Mite will be a Witnefs againft
all Carnal ‘Excafes. i.thof@ that own this Truth. It‘may be you
may think, I have no need of your Charity now, becaufe the Mer-
chantfora little:Seafoniallowed me afmall Matter Weekly ; but if
yow think fo, youar& swuch miftaken, for | have had none from him
a pretty while, neither do I know whether | fhall have any, more
from him at all : For when he took Ship for Barbadoes, he had ‘mot
wlierewithal ‘to-leaveé his Wife and Children, through the unjult
Dealings of unreafonable-Men. - Brother Hill, You may remember
you fent nie Word, that if the Lendon Chriltians would contribute
Weekly or Monthly to my Neceflity, you would do the like, you
will do well to keep your Covenant. | Q4.2 |
And fo I commit you to the moft High, and remain yoursin all
Righteoufnefs, '
0 dsow Liss JoHN REEVE.

My Dwelling is in-Bifhopfgate-firéet near Hog-lane End, with three
Sifters that keep a Sempltiis Shop. ,
Dire& your Letters to our Brother Muggleton, to be conveyed to'
me, ' ‘and ‘the " Money- to him for me, you know where he
dwells ; it is in Trinity-lane, over-againlt a Brows- Baker’s.
o London Fune 11. 1636. ° ' '

'ﬁ"‘%“i’?’%‘*‘ﬁﬂ'ﬁf*'ﬁ’%‘#‘%‘%‘%’%‘%"‘#’%i?f%‘?’%‘%?@ﬁ?’%‘%@%M%‘@%@%##@%@
Another Epifile of 'J oM N 'R EEVES to the [ame Perfon.

\For his Loving Friend Chriftopher Hill, Heel-maker in Stone-

fireet in Masdftone, in Kent. Thefe |
: i r.# 3 |
d Token, for which I’

# )

“ . Brother Hill, rd g g

'Have received’ your Letter and your kin
I acknowledge your Kindnefs to Truth,

As for my Neglect in Writing to you, my great Troubles of Sick-
nefs and Mortality hath hindred it, I hope whilft I am able to write,
for time to come, you fhall not charge me with any fuch Negleét 5
inthe mean Seafon, I do not defire your Charity unlefs you can fpare
it. Remember my kind Love to your Mother Wyles, to Tho. Adar-
tin, and Goodman Young, and I rejoyce in the Lord for you, that’
the Trutiiabides in you. =~ As for the Money, I amglad of your Care
for the Truths {ake, becaufe it was lent to me uponj thag Account.

' No
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m'mareat préﬁ'eut but defiring: my God®abundantly to efta-
‘hhfh you iy &lle Spiritual Bxeellencies) unito whofe: anﬁmte Graee 1
{;D'nmend you in all Rwhteauﬁ:eﬁ, ; | . h:
S Tondon, Tﬂﬂbfhe  zirvell o7 o anohind ol sd W' i
PR P EsEL S 2 % Breoy % _IGI-IN REEVE:
1i9d 31 illiM 3ou3d
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. Brother HiN; in the:Eterdal Trushys:c Lus oD andW o2
Y Love to you and the reft of our Fr:ends s this iga anntm?l
Love Letter that 1:am moved to write: untﬂ you, wherefore

by Vlrtue of my Commiffion, 1 pronounce thee Tho.: Martin, Wil-
liam Toung, and Eliz. Wyles, the Bleflfed of the Lord to Eternn:y;
the Remembrance of this the Lord’s Blefiing, will dolyou no
harm when I am in my Grave; in'ithe mean Seafon, our good God-
caufe you £o love one another more than yourtémporal Enjdyments,.
and that will become a Heaver upon Earth i your innocent-Souls';
Faith fetcheth Spiritual Comfore,) the Fountain to-éachparticuldr
Soul ; but Love fulfilleth all Righteoufnefs both to Godand Man.
Ohl: IhE tranﬁendem: Excellency bf ithe Love: of «Chrifti;in’ his
new-born People, it is not: to be ﬁaﬂpmfs’& by t.ha Ionguﬂs;nf
Men or Angels |
SlUED el 9ur. lobn fxeed _]I}HN REEHE.

smmmmmmM&&mmﬁmm&mmmm&

.HC nf a Letter wrote by the Prapher JG-H’H RE £V E-for
b Mr.r. Alice ‘Webb,, Faﬂ!ﬁimngbfrﬂx’efﬁs ,,;;;d ;,!;f_n ‘5”; Prm..,
. ;{fze;, 07 Augu& 15, :65}5‘ ot

ILBMEWH vVl ot hollald sd [’L.“: ;"1’:;-$';, L5318
FS’IK'I NG 'your Rrermal qupmefs Irt"*t"Hat*Piate dF G?m
‘above t‘fe‘Stars, I am moved from the Spiric of the’ Lm‘d t[:r

wnte thcfe Lmes unto your Serious ‘Confideration’ *

““THid Mkoow dfTured as 6@ Knows Yimfelf, that Jefus Chrift frori
l'ﬂsr’:l“hr e df‘prnr ‘to ‘me by Voide of Words three Mor-
hirlgs toget’hé‘t‘ Vhich b‘peakzqg of his'hath opered my dat Under-
ﬁami;ng to dec,‘,are fch'Spiritual Light to the ChuiLn of God, 13
never was {o clearly manifefted before, efpecially i thefe'Six Foun=-
darinne, f';rﬂ'?_



8 A Letter to Mrs. Alice Web,

Firft; What the Perfon of the true God is, and his Divine Nature.

Secondly, What the Perfons of the holy Angels are, and their
Nature.

Thirdly, What the Perfons of the Devils are and their Natures,
and what the Perfon of the Devil was before he became a Devil,
and begot Millions of dark Angels or Devils, it being all one.

Fourthly, In what Condition the Man Adam was created in, and
by what Means he loft his firft Eftate and the Effets of it.

Fifthly, What Heaven and Glory is, and the eternal Refidence
of it.

Sixthly, What Hell and eternal Death is, and the Place where it
fhall be to Eternity: |

This | know certainly, That before the Lord fent me to declare
his Pleafure unto his People, no Man upon this Earth did clearly
underftand any one of thefe Six Fundamental Truths, which to un-
derftand is Life Eternal, and to be ignorant of them 1s Death
Eternal. Now. the Lord hath fent his two Meflengers to declare
them, I mean, to all thofe that may be informed in thefe Spiritual
Things, and do rejeét us (that are the Lord’s Meflengers of thefe
Things of Salvation) through the Love of carnal Things, they
muft all perifh to Eternity. :

Again, We know from the Lord bythat infallible Spirit that he
hath given us, of divers Perfons that diall be eternaily blefied
with us : and all that we pronounce Curfed to Eternity are eternal-
ly Curfed, as fureas Jefus Chrift the Lord of Life is Bleffed, becaufe
it is his Curfe and not ours.

Again, If the Loid Jefus do not bear Witnefs unto our Tefti-
mony, and make it evident that he hath fent us 1n a few Months,
then you may conclude, that there never was any true Prophets nor
Chriit, nor Apoftles, nor Scripture fpoken from the Mouth of God
to Men. But there is nothing but the Wifdom of Men and Nature
their God. But this we know, that thofe that are joyned with us, are
Partakers of thofe Truths, and fhall be blefled for evermore, and fhall
in the mean time patiently wait for the fulfilling of our Prophecy,and
fhall have Power over their Thoughts, Words, and Deeds, purifying
their Hearts by Faith in the Perfon of God.even as he is pure, tram-
pling all the Riches and Honour of this World, under the Feet of
their Souls as Dung, becaufe they have tafted of that Glory to come,
that no Tongue of Men or Angels.can exprefs, and this makes them
not only love one another in carnal Things, but for the Truth’s fuke
they are ready if (need require) to forfake all Relations, and Life

' ' it



An Epiftle of JohnReéve's toa Friend. 9

it felf for one another ; and is that Power of that one only Faith
and Truth, declared from the Spirit of God, the Man Jefus by us,
which none enjoys but thofe of this Faith. .

. Much more might I write, but {peaking Face to Face, (if it may
be) is far more profitable : Farewell. - .

JoH N R EEVE, the truc Prophet, of the only true
Perfonal God, the Lord Fefus Chrift upon the
Throne of smmortal Glory in the bigheft Heavens.

Phpbdotroddbdddbbdidbbibddbdibddidhididrds
An Epiftle of JouN REEVE 0 a Friend, written in
- | May 1657.

Shewinz, '
“H AT EBElet Angels are diftint from him who vifibly-be=
held him Face to Face, and what that Reprobate -erpent-
Angel was in his Creation, which by the fecret Council and un-
fearchable Wildom of God, fell from his created Glory like Light-
ning trom the invifible Heaven above, to' this vifible Earch be-
neath ; and through his fuper-feeming God like Counfel, he over-
camé: innocent Eve ; and ihe yielding unto him, he wholly entred
into her Womb and naturally changed himfelf mto.her Seed, and
{o-became the firft-born Son of the Devil, and afterwards a curfed
Cain, and the Father of all thofe Cananitifh Reprobate Angels, {po=
ken' of in the vifiole- Records of the Scripturess INot as Cain, who
was of -that wicked one, and [lew bis Brother, the 1t of Yohn, the 3d
Chapter, and 18th Verfe. .Aud the Tares are the. Children .of the
wicked one, Math. 13th Chapter , and the 18th Verfe. Al in
what Condition Adam was created in, and®how hercome to fall
from his created Eftate, and what that “in waschat Eve and he
were guilty of, and how Sin came firft in their pure created Na-

tures.:. .'
. Again, what that heavenly Glory isand where itis, that God’s
ElectWheat,which are the Seed of #dam,and not of Can thall poffefs
when time fhall be no more, and what that thamerul ‘Etérnal Death
is; and where it is reférved: forthe Seed of (€Cain, and not 'of Adam,
who are either a Spirit given upto Perfecution of Mens Confciences,
or elfe they are left in Darkne(s to condemn the 1 hings of Eternity,
becaufe they cannot comprehend them for want of a true diitin-
guifhing Spirit, whichis a Gift of the Holy Ghoft, ‘unto him which'
JiveQ H . 15
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- is immediately fent by the Lord of Glory, that he may be diftin-
guithed by the new born of God, from all-thofe counterfeit or de-
ceived Preachers or Speakers in the World, who are apt and ready
to judge Men in Darknefs, if they foberly ask them needful Que-
{tions concerning thingsof Eternity ; the underftanding of ‘thofe
glorious Excellencies, which is the Saints Inheritance, being utterly
hid from them, becaufe they went before they were fent.
Friend and Brother in the Eternal Truth,

By this infallible Demonftration, you may know a Man that hath
not a Commiffion from the true God, to preach and fpeak unto the
People. el

ItEa {earching Speaker or Writer, deliver any thing unto thofe
People that joyn with him, then for fear of his Weakue(s or Igno-
rance being difcovered, he will counfel the Hearers to ftick clofe
to the Ordinances in the Word of God, or to hearken to them, or
to that in their Confciences, and to beware of falfe Chrift’s and
falfe Prophets, and fuch like borrowing Scripture Languages, to
prevent the People of ever hearing the Gloriousand Dreadful Things
of Eternity from the ever-living God, tevealed both by Voice of
Words without, and Infpiration within, unto his two laft defpifed
true Meflengers.

Thus it is clear, they have not the true Spirit of Paul in them,
who gave the true Saints Liberty to try all Things or Opinions of
Men, (for that was his Meaning) but to hold faf to that which was
ood. g
¢ Again, that Speaker or Preacher to People, whether publick or
private, that declares againft all Appearances that are contrary to
his Way, difcovers himfelf toa difcerning Spirit, not to beof the
Lord, unlefs he can demonfirate a Spiritual Commiffion received
by Voice from Heaven, from the Mouth of the Lord Jefus Chrift,
to that no Man can difprove him, though few from a ‘true Under-
itanding received him. A

Again, he that preaches or teaches only of a God or Chrift in
Mens Confciences, doth he not queftion the Scripture Records con-
cerning the Refurrettion and Afcenfion of the glorious Body of the
Lord Jefus Chrift, who through Faith in his invaluable Blood-
thedding, the Conftiences of the Blet being fprinkled, are purified
from the Power of all Unrighreoutie(s of Flefh and Spirit, and fo
doth he not queftion the Refurreétion of Mankind after Death.

- Again if atcer Death there be no bodily Refurretion for the Spi-
rit to poffefs an immortal God-like Glory, -or to fuffer an eternal
| Devil-
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Devil-like Shame, according to their Deeds done i their Bodies 3
is it not one of the vaineft Babblingsunder Heaven, for Men to talk
of a God or Chrift, or of Righteoufhefs, or Purity, or Mercy, ot
pure Love without Envy, or of any Spiritual Excellency whatfoever,
unlefs it be for Gain or Glory amongit Men.

The eternal Spirit and alone everlafting Father, which effentially
reigneth in the glorified Body of our Lord Jefus Chrift his eternal
Son, and fpiritually, or motionally, or virtually liveth or reigneth
i1 elect Men and Angels, bear Record between me and you for Ever-
lafting, or World without end, whether this Witnefling be not
fent unto you, and all the Eleét that fhall view it principally for the
re-eftablifhing of your tender Spirit, upon that {piritual Rock of
all Ages, the Lord Jefus Chrift God and Man, in one diftinét Per+
fon Glorified and everlaftingly Honoured, with all Variety of Spi-
ritual new Songs and Praifes, from his Redeemed or Elect Men or
Angels, when all Time or Times is {wallowed up into Eternity or

Eternities.
Joun REEVE.
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Another Epiftle of Jor N R EEV F's,

S 1R,
O U R Replication to mine doth but ftill harp upon the fame

| Matter as your former, and yet you fuppofe you have given
fuch Arguments as may quite filence my former Aflertions, were
that there are no Spirits without Bodies, but fuch as mere Shadows
and that God is not a bodilefs Spirit, but hath and ever had Form,
Subftance, and Shape, and that is no other but the Form of a Man.
~ This is contraditted by you, and fo you affirm thefe Particulars
following.

1/, You take at thofe my Words which faid, thatifa Spirit have
no Body or Shape, then it is no more then a meer Shadow : This
you deny, by faying, that a Shadow is only privative, but a Spi=
rit, fay you, 1s pofitive. ' -

2dly, You further fay, that there is {uch immaterial Subftances,
which have @ feparate  xiftence from fuch grofs Bodies which we
have about us ; witnefs fay* you the Soul of Man, which is imma-
terial, and lives after the Body is dead, which is, fay you, confirm-
' H 2 ed
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ed by Paul, 2Tim.1. 10. which faith, that the Gofpel brings Life

and Immortalityto Light. ] e

3dly, This Dottrine, fay you, was known by the Light of Na-
ture to the Heathen Philofophers, and hath fince been confirmed
by Scripture of the New Teftament to us, and fo conclude it no
ways repugnant to right Reafon.

4thly, You charge me with quoting the Scripture falfly, when I
faid, that Chrift reply’d to the young Man, faying, That no Man was
good but ome, which was God 5 therefore fay you, it is falfe that the
Scripture {aith, that God is a Man.

Toeach of thefe take this particular Anfwer, 1. If your Spirit
have neither Shape nor Subitance, it is but a Shadow, and no more
then what the Egyptians Sorcerers produced before Pharavh, what
Mofes brought up were real Subftances, but their’s no other but Sha-
dows, but therefore a Spirit without Subftance is not pofitive ; for
that which is privative can have no Being without a pofitive, be-
caufe that which is pofitive hath a Being or Subfiance: Now he
that will not admit God to have a diftinét Being of himielf, his
God that he worthips is nothing but a Shadow.

2dly, Where you {peak of Spirits being immaterial Subftances ;3
if they be immaterial, how are they Subftances, aud what Exi-
{lence can they have, and how can a Soul be immortal in a mortal
Body ; it is faid, the Soxl that Sins, it fhall die; yet fay you, it is
immortal and cannot die, and would prove it in 2 Tim.i. 10.
when as that Place fhews plainly, that it was Chrift’s Death
and Refurreftion which brought Life and Immortality Light 5 fo that
if there be not a Refurretion, then can there be no immortal Life,

Therefore it is, that the Scriptures doth affirm, that there can be
no Salvation without a Refurreétion, {o that if the Dead fhould not
rife, then were all Faith vain, and God the God of the Dead (feeing
Death is not abolifh’d) and not of the Living ; fo that there is no
Spirit that can fubfift or haveany Exiftence without a Body, either
Spiritual or Natural. Torlt 9

Again, doth not the Gofpel bring Life and Immortality to Light,
and is this Life and Immortality brought to-Light without a Body,
but it will have a Spiritual Body fuitable to that mortal Spirit made
immortal. And doth not the Scripture affirm, that it fhall have a
Body like unto God’s own Glorious Body, and yet you fay, God
hath no Body, and a Soul hath no Body. | S

Do you not read alfo, that Chrift had a Body, and that it was:af-
ter the exprefs Image of his Father’s Perfon ;. Would you traﬁe f'u'bi

antial
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ftantial Trnth into an Allegory, and fay Righteoufnefs, Know-
ledge, and Holinefs is the Image of God, and yet muft have no
Body to att for it felf in.. When God faid, be ye holy, as I am holy,
muft we turn our Souls out of our Bodies, to make them like your
bodilefs God.

. When we are faid to worfhip God in Spirit and Truth, is this.
{piritual Worfhip performed without a Body, although there is a.
Mental, Privy, and Praife without a vocal Expreffion, yet it mudt
arife from a Heart, and that Heart muft be placed in a Body.

There is no Light without a Sun, no Stream without a Fountain,
and no Spirit without a Body:.

. 3dly. As to your third particular, this I muft tell you, that no
Light of Nature can difcover Spiritual and Evangelical Truths,
and it is very grofs for any Man to fubjet the Spiritual Truths of
the Golpel, to the heathenifh Principles of Philofophers, making
the New Teftament no other but for the Confirmation of the Prin-
ciples of Nature; which Nature you call right Reafon, which fay,
you never repugns the Gofpel, nor the Gofpel it.

By this your Difcourfe I find, that you own that Chrift came,
but to confirm _the heathenifh Principles of Nature, as, that God,
and Spirits, and Angels, were all without Bodies, being immate-
rial Beings, and you know not what.

Now give me leave to be plain with you, and to tell you, that I
could never read that the Gofpel of Chrift was ever {ent to en-
lighten Nature, Nature or Reafon hath no Intereft in it at all. ~ In
the moral Law it hath, and therefore it is written, the Law came
by Mofes 5 and what to do, but only to enlighten Reafon unto
unto whom the Law was given : But;as to the Gofpel, it came by
Fefus Chrift, and particularly belonged to another Seed ; namely, ro
tioe loft Sheep of the Houfe of lrael 5 fo that you canno more diftin-
guith between the Law and the Gofpel, than between the two Na-
tures, of. Faith and Reafon, it is all a Myftery to you. Do you
know what right Reafon is, if you do, you muft afcend up into
the Ringdom of . Heaven, and view.it.in the holy Angels; for you
will not find neither pure, nor right, nor uncorrupted Reafon any
where it this Orb below the Stars: For it is evident that Reafon,
Notion can never be capable .to comprehend, Spiritual Truths, as:
from the Power of its own Nature, it only ferves.to comprehend na-
tural and temporal. Things, it being-but naturalic felf’; but Gofpel
Truths are comprehended by another Light, according as it is
written by David {aying, in thy Light [hall we [ce Light,. &c. :

' O
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So that from what is faid, ‘we need not fear (2s the World have)
of the Heathens rifing up in Judgment againit us, for maintaining
Gofpel Truths againft their Darkuefs of Reafon

4thly, As to your fourth Point, where you charge me of fathering
upon the Scripture thofe things that are not, and you makea Won-
derment of it, that 1 fhould fay, that God was a Man, and to
quote Chrift’s Words for it, telling the young Man, that there was no
Man good but one, which was God 5 this you tell me was falfe, for you
fay, the Text faith that none is good but one, whichis Goa. Here your
Ignorance appears very great, and may be wonder’d at, confidering
your great Learning and continual Study ; but it appears, it is but
in thofe heathenifh Philofophers 5 for obferve for better Inftrultion,
did not that young Man call Chrift Mafter, and 'own him to be a
Moan and o more : Now to this you may find that Chrift'’s Anfwer
did tacitely imply. that if he wasbut a Man, he was not perfeltly
good, and that no Man could be perfetly good.

And furthermore, for a more full Anfwer in the Old Tranflation,
attending to mark it, is.render’d thus Word for Word, that there
is no Man good but one, which is God. -

This is plain Scripture, and yet you are ignorant of it; I per-
ceive you are ot very converfant in Scripture, your Philofophy
turns you out of all Scripture Knowledge. But to proceed farther,
cannot you find by Scripture, that God was ever called a Man, did
not you ever read that Scripture that faith, God was a Man of War.

Much more might be faid of this, and feveral pofitive Proofs from
Scripture might be produced to confirm it withal, but becaufe it 18
not the general receivedOpinion,therefore it muft be quarrelled with;
for the Honour of this World muft be both fought after and fub-
mitted to. |

And whereas you farther fay, that the Apofiles of Chrift did
ever teach after they had received’ their Commiffion, that Spirits
were immaterial and could fubfift without Bodies, now anfwer
to this:

It is moft certainly evident, that the Apoftles never taught, that
any Spiric could fubfift without a Body, but the contrary altoge-
ther ; for their Doétrine was, that as the Soul and Body lives toge-
ther, fo it dies together, ‘and at the Laft Day rifes together, andis
ever without Separation. = |

When the Apoftles fuid, That many Spivits were generate into the
World, which deniedthar Chrift was come in the Fle[h, did he mean Spi-
rits without Bodies : -And when Paul faid, that the Spirit fpeaketh

expre ﬂy
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exprefly, that [ome [hall depart from the Faith : Now what Spirit was
that, but Paul’s own Spirit of Faith, in his own mortal Body ; for
without a Tongue it could not be exprefled.

And where the Apoftles tells of the Doftrine of Devils, were
thofe Devils bodilefs, and teached damnable Do¢trine. _

So that the Apoftles never taught that there was any Spirits with-
out Bodies, but always Spirit and Body went together, and {o makes
Longitude and Latitude profoundly, as your Philofophical No-
tions teacheth, although you cannot apply it to any fublime or
fpiritual Thing, you kuowing nothing of ‘it, but all is nothing and
of no Subftance; and fo in that your Darknefs | leave you, feeing
you are no Friend to the Light ; and reft yours in all civil Refpects,

JOHN R EEVE’s, the only true Witne[s unto the very
true God, amongft many pretended Spiritual Meffengers
12 this confufed Age. .
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An Epiftle wrote by the Prophet Jou N REEVE to Isaac

PERNINGTON, Efg;, dated 1658. concerning an A»fwer
to a Book of his, with [everal Myfleries and Divine and Spi-
rirual Revelations declared by the Prophet, concerning God's

wifible appearing in the Flefb.

¥ N your Self-return, you feem to mourn over the funk Spirit of
both Creations, {o termed by you. Alfo you write as though
many from a Satanical Spirit write moft accurately, both of the
- Works of Creation and Myftery of Redemption by an immedjate

Gift of God from our Lord Jefus Chrift. To this | anfwer, a lit-
tle Seafon will produce Mourniug enough in you, when you fhall
fee your Angelical Motioys like Eightning, caft down with Con-
fufion of Fear from their former Perfeltion of imaginary Glory,
rational Dreams and Vifions, Revelations, Inipirations, Experien~
- ¢es, or Voices proceeding from an incomprehenfible Spirit.

Again, 1 have both read and heard a Voice to {ay, that the Se.
crets of the Lord are his Choice Treafures, referved only for Re-
deemed ones; but I never read or heard from any Spiritual wife
Man before now, that ary Sa‘anical Spirit was able to intellelt de-
ceived Perfons, exuctly to write of the hidden My fieries of the Efver-
2. 0L BR la 'I'.il'lg'_
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lafting God. Again, you pretend unto no fuch Revelations as. I
proceed upon, but fay you, there is another Way more certain than
Reafon or Revelation, which whether as I prefume you were, led
into, the Lord will one Day make manifeft, from the true Light
of Life Eternal. To this I anfwer, your Light as terming of the
true Infpirations of the Lord Jefus Chrift, written by me to you, is
becaufe as yet his Holy Spirit vails them from your Eyes; but as
foriyour new Sound of teaching them from your God, more certain
than Reafon or Revelation, from the Divine Voice fpoken in the
Ear, through the Glorious Mouth of my Lord. 1 declare thatin
all-Ages the Elect loft Sheep of Ifrael, did never read or heard of
any more than two original Ways either Natural or Spiritual in
Mankind, whether you call them Creature or Creator, Light or
Darknefs, Truth and Error, Revelation and Reafon, Infpiration
and Imagination, Truth and Unbelief, Flefh and Spirit, and fuch
like. _ |

"Tis confefs d, that vifible Appearances of God or anv elfe unto
Mortals is teaching of -all, but he that expetts: that kind .of
Teaching any more until Men are immortalized, lieth under at
prefent as great an imaginary Deceit; as ever yet appeared in this
Land. ltis alfo granted = that the moft holy God {peaketh to his
Chofen Meflengers by Voice of Words, even to the hearing of the
Far, unto which Truth for Ends beft known unto himfelf, by his
gracious Power only, can bear Record in this prefent Generation,
unto the Grief only of all Angelical, Wife, Envious, Proud, In-
glorious, Hypocritical Reprobates that hear of it.

Moreover, yetif your more fure way of teaching from God were
Vifion it felf, yet it is impofiible for you to enjoy any true and laft-
ing Peace, unlefsit fwallows up all your former Writings produced
from your own Spirit, without an immediate Commiffion from God,
and in the room thereof, perfwade your Soul to pour in your Qil,
anto the natural Wounds of oppreffed Perfons, under what Opi-
nions or Appearances whatfoever.

Again, you fay, O Lord God, pity the Captivity of Man, yea,
pity the Captivity of thy own poor Seed, hear the Prayers of that
Spirit that interceedeth with thee for every thing, not according
to any flethly Imaginations, but according to Truth and Righteouf-
nefs of thine one Ballance. From the God of Truth, to this 1 an-
{wer, concerning that Spiritual Captivity of the Elett, in Reference
of aright underftanding of the Creator, you need not trouble your
felf about that, unlefs you think through much importuping the

“unchangeable
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unchangeable God, may be perfivaded to loofe their Bonds be‘ore
the decreed time thereof’; but if you think that Glory of God's
Eternal Love towards them, will provoke to their Spiritual Dark-
nefles: through the invifible Appearances of his own pure Light,
thén you may know, until his own Glorious Seafon, that all the
Defires of Men or Angels are of no Effett, no nor of the Son him-
felfy if you imagine a Father befides. ’Tis confe(s'd, when the
Time draweth near of fome great Deliverance of the Chofen
of God, ufually the Lord provokes his People to tocry unt> him
with Sighs and Groans, which cannot be uttered but trom the:
innocent Spirit of his Spiritual redeemed omnes, as his Due, he
may receive all Honour, Praife and Glory for their Deliverance
out of their natural Darkneffes, unto his marvellous Light.

Again, 1 declare from the true Light of the true God, that the
Spirit which entereth with the Creator for all Mankind, upon the
. Account of his Eternal Happine(s, was never principled upon a
Spiritual Foundation of Truth, whatever fubtile Expreffions of
God’s righteous Ballance proceedeth from him. Moreover, is it
not the new heavenly Glanfes of Chrift Jefus in Man’s dark
Soul, which upon an immortal Account, becomes all Light, Life,
or ravifhing Glory in him 3 and of the contrary, is it not the ablent-
ing Voice or Virtue of the uncreated Spirit of the Lord Chrift Jefis,
that occafions Mens Spirits to be full of Satanical alpiring Wildom
about the Creator ; and whence think you cometh this to pafs, or
poflible could be of the Spirit, if the Creator were, and Angels
were eflentially living in one another there.

Again, if your literal Requeft unto the Lord God, as in Refe-
rence unto. the miferable Captivity of poor Mankind, lying under
the miferable Yoak ol unmerciful rich Tyrants, efpecially over his
own innocent Seed or chofen People, then this will moft neceifarily
follow ; nay, you cannot deny it, if there be any Light in you, that
all your conceived Spiritual Speakings, or Writings, or Prayers, in
the Great Day of the Lord Jefus Chrift, will become but fiery burn-
ing Death in you of utter Darknefs, according to the true Saying,
If that Light in you be Darkne[s, how great is that Darknefs. Unlefs
as before faid, an{verable to your Profeflion of Love unto God,
and Pity unto Man, you are a bountiful Reliever of his oppreffed
Ones, according to his Bountifulne(s towards you, then mind the
Virtues of Chrift Jefus thus fhining in you, will occafion from the
refrefhed Bowels of his own Seed new Spiritual Acknowledgments,
and a loving Return in the Lord for you, why becaufe it is rare to
find a mercitul rich Man. 1 riend,
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 Friend; 1 certainly know that if you are one of God's Eleét, you
cannot be offended with me for writing the Truth, though
at prelent, 1 be contrary to you in Spirit. Again, you write
that you weculd beg unto the Lord for me, both with Tears
and Blood, and you would fpeak fomewhat concerning me, but
you are afraid to open the Spirit before the Seafon thereof. ' Friendy
As tothat if ever the Lord of Life and Glory manifeft himfelf to.

your Soul, then you will fee clearly the Vanity of thofe Words.
Moreover, if 1 fhould tell you, that in the pure Eyes of the
1.ord Chrift Jefus, that one Handful of your Silver Tears, are of
more Value than a Horfe Load of your Tears and Blood, you might
account it a very ftrange {aying from me}; truly I unfeignedly be-
lieve it will be found a principal Trath, when our Lord Jefus Chrift
ifhall fay in the Day of Judgment, Come ye bleffed of my Father, ine
berit the Kingdom prepared for you, for when I was a bungry, ye fed me
Go yz Curfed into everlafting Fire, when T was an hungry ye fed me not :
$> that without Controverfy, there is nothing in Man comparable

~ to Love, Mercy and Forgivenefs, €ven to his greateft Enemies.
Again, It is a marvellous thing, if you or any other Man, fhould
have a Spiritual Gift to diftinguifh between Divine and Diabolical
Appearances, and yet defer the Examination thereof to another
Seafon, or did the moft wife God ever Commiffion any Man or An-
el to make a Difcovery of any Spiritual Counterfeits, and yet that
MefTenger remaineth dark in his own Underftanding, concerning
the Creator that fent him. I remember fuch a like Scripture Saying
as this, him whom you ignorantly worfhip, declare Iuntoyou. Moreover,
it the moft wife Creator, either vifible or invifible by himfelf or
Ange!l, hath appeared in your Spirit, whereby unto your thinking,
{ was clearly difcovered as a deceived Perfon among the reft, is it
not a firange thing that you fhould have Power over that
Light above Men or Angels, before you for the producing of it
at another Seafon, the Creator himfelf will vifible make it
manifeit, even fo come Lo:d Fefus Chrift, for thy glvrious Name-
[ake,_come quickly, and in the vifible Sight of Men and Augels bear
Recosd whether thy Holy Spirit [ent me (as T have declared almoft
thefe three Years) or no. Again, when the Lord made Choice
of fuch a fimple poor Man as | was, as many can witnefs in the
City of Lenden, that have known me about thefe twenty Years,
that | might infirumentally difcover the two principal FHeads of
mifchievops Darknefs in the Land 3 as namelv, Jobn Robins pail, aud
% bu Tawney almoft {pent, truly I had no Power in me to put by his
Meilage
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Meéffhge until another time; why becaufe (whether you.can'be-
lieve it or no ), his Voice was fo Glorious in me, that it fhunas the
Sun, and' it was of Motion fwifter than Thought, and {o plealant
to-be declared by Tongue ; yet for all that Godlike Glory piercing
in 'me, and through me, there arofe a Defire in me to be eafed of
that Bardeén of the Lord committed to my Charge, becaufe of that
fharp Sentence that | was to declare againft any Man that' fhould
defpife it 3 then the lord {pake again unto my Soul, Words of
burnirg Death, of fenfible unutterable’ Darknefs, anfwerable to
that Founas-like Rebellion in me, againft fo great convincing Glory ;
and truly 1 was compelled immediately to cry unto him for Deli-
werance from the Wounds or Anguifh of my Soul, that 1 might
ﬁeﬁzntly obey his Word that fhined in me with fuch'Light, and
Majefty, and Glory in whatfoever it fhould command me.

. Wrherefore Friend, happy are you if preferved from flighting an
Appearance, that is contrary unto youmr Light, though it ftrike
at the' Foundation on which is built all your Spiritual- Enjoy- "
ments 3 for alas, you know in the'End, all falfe Lights willbe'made
manifeft unto thofe that poffefs the true Light of Eternal Life in
them ; Blefled therefore are thofe, that in Obedience unto the Crea-
tor from a purified Spirit are compaflionate to all Men, but el
pecially to thofe innocent Appearances, in the Name of the
Liord, ‘though they all differ in"their Declaration for them. If
there be but one true Meflenger from the T.ord among the reft, they
fhall -as formerly; receive an Angel of God unawares, and with
him be Partakers of the Glorious Secrets of the everliving God, to
their eternal Confolation: For this I know, trom the Spirit of
Truth, that thofe that are left under a Spirit of rejetting and de-
fpifing of falle Appedrances, coming forth in the Name of the
Lord, they not clearly knowing.them to befo, they will as readily
defpife a true Meflenger of the Liord to their eternal Hurt 5 where-
fore are all thofe, tha¢ neither Honour nor Life it felf is dear unte
them, but upon-an Account of spiritual Wifdom amongft wile
Men, when the Glorious I'hings of ‘Eternity, though in bafe Ap-
pearance prefented unto themy from that Spiritual Rock of all
Ages, whichisour Lord Jefus Chrift, God and Man, is one d:ftinct
Body or Per{un glorified ; for what({oever Men aream from their
imaginary Gods, of two or three Ferfons, or a vait incomprehen-
ble Spirit, effentially living in all Things and Places 5 from an im-
mediate Voice from the hig heft Heavens, 1 pofitively affirm againft
Men or Angels, that there neither is, nor ever was any other God or

' Creator,
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Creator, but that God-man Chrift Jefus, which was nailed to the
Crofs, the which Glorious God willone Day vifibly appear with his

mighty Angels, to the BEverlafting Terror of thofe that rejeét his
Perfon, as to love a thing for an infinite God to dwell in or to be 3
yea this very true God in Oppofition to all other Gods, Men, or
Angels, is already come with his invifible pure piercing Light, to-
make an everlafting Diftinttion between the imaginary notional

Myf{teries of Men in rational Darkne(s, and the Spiritual Myfteries

of his everlafting Kingdom, by true Infpirations from an holy and

unerring Spitit. . Even [o come Lord Jefus Chrift, vifibly alfo according

to thine own Word, come quickly. Amen, g |

Yours with all the Eled, inthat only wife very true God, which
in the Sight of Men and Angels vifible appeared in Flefh, and.
in that very Body of Flefh and Bone, isafcended far above all Gods,
Heavens, Angels, or Men, and thereto remain until the Réfurreftion’
of all elett Things, or the Judgment-Day, whofe uncreated Spirit of
fiery Love, isall Variety of immortal' Crowns of new ravithing Glo-
ries, prepared for all thofe that long for his vifible appearing, to
make an everlafting Separation, between the merciful Eleét, and
. unmerciful Reprobate.

JouN REE VE, the only true Witne[s unto
the very true God, amengft many pretended
Spiritual Meffengers in this canfu[gd Age.




£ -n""
'-‘g;,

a 1‘*“{%







o
.
=

a.































