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1deas, and had such an effect as to occasion her to vd-
mit up a kind of slimy matter, resembling ‘both in
scent and appearance, the running from the ulcers.
In March 1807, she was frequently afflicted with hys-
teric fits, which generally occasioned the cramp at
her stomach on their leaving her, to remedy which
she drank boiling hot ¥ gruel, whichtho’ it scalded her
lips and mouth, she fclt no pain arising from it in he
stomach, nor any disagreeable effects; any thing
less heat occasioned a sense of coldness, and diffused
a chillness all over the body. | o
Roasted potatoe secmed to be the last thing that re-
tained its proper relish.  She first took to her bed for
& continuance on Easter-Tuesday, April 14, 1807. A
few days prior to that she'cat about half a potatoe ;
In 14 days after this she sucked half an orange, and
eat 2 queen cake and half; from this time until Wed.
nesday the 20th of May following, she took nothing
but tea, without crcam, and very soon afterwards
omitted to use sugar or any thing else besides the
mere infusion of the herb (and that not very strong)
as she found that sugar did notagree with her. JFrom
the beginning of her illness she has always been trou-
bled with flatulency, which still continnes, and secms
to be her principal ailment. She always feels a sense of
distention at her stomach, which attimes is so oppres=
sive as to threaten suffocation ; but instantly on dis-
persion of the wind she feels relief. On the 20th of
May she ventured to swallow 2 small piece of biscuit,

* The above statements will be found to agree exactly withthe account
given by Mr. Taylor, in the Medical Journal of Novewber 1808 ; which
from the corroburating testimony of A. Moor, as well as the young wo-
men who attended Lier, I kave no doubt are perfectly correet ; but on perus-
ing Mr. Allen’s account in the Journal of January 1809, I find that he
insinuates, that Mr. T. has éxaggerated these circurstances; 1 shall
therefore, for the information of my readers, annex both Mr. T. and Mr.
A’ accounts at fall lenzti, and mention a few remarks which occur tome
on comparison of the two statements. . *. o L
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but it was immediately vomited up again with the most
- excruciating pain, accompanied with blood,” ™" 1+
No person, she says, possessed of the least huma.
nity or feeling, could ever desire to see her eat, were
it possible for them to coticeive the extreme misery it
gives her.  The last solid food which she ever took
was 1n the latter end of June 1807, and that only a few
black currants which were given to her, and which
lasted several days.  On the 3d or 4th of August she
had a stool in the way of diwrrhes; and that was the
last intestinal evacuation she ever had. From this
time she gradually diminished in her quantity of li-
| :Flids, sometimes omitting to take any for two or three
al%s together. _ ®
ticr evacuations by urine at this time were the same
as any person’s in health,  She once changed her com-
mon tea for onion tea, thinking it might perhaps agree
better with her; but she soon discontinued it, and re-
took to the former. Her strength has gradually de-
- ereased, though her spirits keep their usual standard,
and arc seldom affected. She 1s particularly suscep-
tible of cold, and perspiration is frequently obstructed
from the slightest causes. Her head an | left side are
never free from pain, so that she has no sound sleep
night or day. " :
In this deplorable condition, without scarcely a
friend in the world, she continved, labouring under
the greatest distresses; she had not even sufficient
,t:lqt' es to cover her bed, and during the winter of
1807 she had not the least fire to warm ler room,
_ which must have been extremely cold, the snow and
rain beating through the tiles, &2 :
- The conduct of several medical gentlemen in the
neighbourhood, whose opinions hﬁg complete sway
over the minds of the inhabitants of Tutbury, render-
edit a hecessary act of self-defence for her, to wish'
for an investigation of the fact which she asserted,
Most  of the ‘medical gentlemen alluded to, had no
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be unmediately required to be adinitted, which was
instantly complied with. On his entrance, he re-
quested every person to leave the woman; her
daughter was in bed with her; however, she covered
herself immediately, and with Hannah Birch (the per-
son who was most constantly with her) went out into
a neighbour’s house. When,K Mr. T. was left alone
with the woman, he examined the room, and found a
bason of milk and a slice of bread, and likewise saw
many crumbs about Nanny’s bed, where Birch had
been eating her supper. ~ These circumstances ope-
rated very powerfully on the mind of Mr. T. and he
in the most solemn and impressive manner addressed
himself to her on the occasion. But the serenity of
her countenance remained unchanged, not the least
sign of confusion appeared, and she heard him with
the mostaffecting humiliation and meekness. No ac~
count, fabricated or true, could establish an evidence
against her greater than that which Mr. T. here wit-
nessed himself. And what did that prove ?>—nothing,
unless it was the woman’s simplicity ; since it very
plainly shows, that she. took no pains to prevent
suspicions, nor any care to confute the prejudicial
reports that were spread against her. It is well
“known that, before the investigation, she had ,a_i:gund'-
ant opportunities to eat, but that she did eat, no
individual has been able to assert, on any other
ground than his own supposition. ,

She having consented to be removed, Mr. T. went
round the town to procure a number of the most re-
spectable inhabitants for the watch, and he made it
his first principle to expunge those who, in his opi-
nion, were in the least degree liable to be imposed
upon, or of a disposition that might be suspected
would connive at imposture. He admitted no person
but such as most vehemently objected to the verity of
the fact. In short, he himself thinking that she would
be found an impostor, left no means untried that might
be of use to prove her such. '



















































