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cinale n'est point propre aux pulmo-
niques*.”

I shall not muliiply quotations; but if
you will compare Husson’s book with Pliny
on Hellebore, you will strongly incline to
my opinion, that his encomium suggested
Husson’s invention. And you will also
perceive why Mr. Husson was not at first
aware of the particular power his medicine
has upon the gout. For Pliny only mentions
it as the tenth in the list of diseases which
Hellebore cures. And as gout has gene-
rally been considered 1incurable, Mr. Husson
would be cautious of noticing it very parti-
cularly.

All this, perhaps, forms a slight excuse
for the conduct of Mr. Husson. An admi-

ration of the ancients might induce him to

# ¢ That the Eau Medicinale is improper in Pulmonic
cases.”

]
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believe part of what Pliny wrote, and also
some of the assertions which he himself
published : for there is no art in which a
man is so apt to be his own dupe as physic:
and a portion of enthusiasm is frequently
combined with knavery.

When considering the properties of the
White Hellebore, I looked into several
writers on the Materia Medica, who all assert
that this plant is a virulent emetic and
purgative.  The authority even of the
New Edinburgh Dispensary, on the quali-
ties of a drug, has far more weight with
many than that of Pliny, or the most distin-
guished of the Greek physicians. In de-
scribing the tincture of White Hellebore, it
is there stated, ¢¢ This tincture is sometimes
used for acuating cathartics, &c. and as an
emetic in apoplectic and maniacal disorders

It may likewise be so managed as to prove
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a powerful alterative and deobstruent in
cases where milder remedies have little
effect. But a great deal of caution is re-
quisite in its use. the dose at first ought to
be -only a few drops; if considerable, it
proves violently emetic, or cathartic.”” .
This description, and every other I could

find, pointed out so remarkable an agree-
ment in the sensible effects of the tincture

of White Hellebore with those of the Eau
Medicinale, that I determined to examine
it accurately.

This medicine, tha;.lgh still in nse,  has
been expunged from the Pharmacopeeie,
both of the London and Edinburgh Colleges
of Physicians, The prudence of modeérn
practice having substituted milder medi-
cines for this powerful one: it is, how-
ever, still kept in the shops. Op procuring
a phial of the tincture made with spirits, I

C 2
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perceived at once a striking agreement in
taste with the Eau Medicinale.

I was then inclined to hope that I had
discovered the medicine in substance,
though not in form, and I determined to
attempt the latter, by making a vinous
infusion of Hellebore.

Itis difficult to conceive what suggested
the notion to Mr. Husson, who was not a
physician, of tempering the violent infusion
of White Hellebore with Opium. He could
hardly have been aware of the effect that
Opium would have in mitigating the emetic
and cathartic action. So, perhaps, he only
added it to assuage pain, a property of
opium universally recognized. But whe-
ther this was his motive, or not, it was cer-
tainly a lucky thought.

As soon as the vinous infusion of White
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Hellebore was filtered, I mixed some of it
with tincture of Opium. I also dissolved
crude (}piurh, and extract of Cpium in
some of the infusion, and filtered them and
strained them in a variety of ways.

The taste and appearance could, I found,
easily be given, but there was a peculiarity
in the smell of the Eau Medicinale, which
none of these mixtures had.

The root of the White Hellebore is almost
inodorous ; consequently the smell of any
infusions of that root must depend upon the
wine, or the ingredients with which it may
be compounded.

It then occurred to me that Mr. Husson
being a Frenchman, was likely to adopt
some French form. For as no chemical
analysis could detect his medicine, 1 still
endeavoured to analyse his mind.

I therefore examined Les Elemens de



22

Pharmacie, par M. Baumé, Maitre Apothi-
caire de Paris, and there found that the Pa-
risian Physicians had adopted Sydenbam’s
prescription for their Laudanum : which is
an infusion of crude Opium with safiron,
cinnamon, and cloves, in Spanish white
wine. I immediately procured a phial of
Sydenham’s Lavdanum, and on mixing it
with the wine of heliebore, 1 found that
this mixture approached very near to the
Eau Medicinale in colour, in taste, and even
in smell ; and when the mixture had stood
for some time, there gradually formed the
same cloudy deposit which is so remarkable
in Husson’s medicine.

As I could neither know, nor probably
procure, the same wine employed by Hus-
son, some little variety was to be expected
from this circumstance, I was then led to

examine, if medicines in general made ac-
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curately from the same prescription, differ-
ed much in smell and taste. I got three
phials of Sydenham’s Laudanum made at
three of the best shops in London, and I
was astonished to find that their smell was
very different. Yet, I have no doubt that
all these medicines are extremely good,
and well prepared.

If you make the trial, you will be sur-
prised to find how much the odour of differ-
ent parcels of the same medicine differ from
each other, For the volatile particles are
so fugitive, that the smell of many medi-
cines, by keeping them a ’short time,
changes considerably.

On finding this I perceived that it was
quite impossible to expect that I should
make a mixtare which would precisely
have the same smell of the Eau Medicinale.

The superiority alone of English saffron
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over French, would always occasion
some difference, and as the spices and opi-
um are also usually superior, and a different
wine is necessarily employed, some differ-
ence, particularly in the smell, is inevi-
table. ‘

But this is of no moment, and the in-
formation which you lately gave me that
different specimens even of Husson’s medi-
cine vary considerably, is quite correct.
For, although all of them agree in their
medical properties ; yet their smell taste and
appearance, are in some degree different,
owing unquestionably to the wine being
changed. The French chemists declared
that :the Eau Medicinale, which they at-
tempted to analyse, was formed of a Spa-
nish wine: and the bottle which you first
gave me was of that kind and had a sweet-

ish taste.
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But that which has been lately imported,
effervesces when the cork is drawn, is a dry
wine, and lighter in colour. It seems to be
a thin kind of sparkling champaign pro-
cured near Sedan where the medicine is pre-
pared. This substitution is probably owing
tothecommercial intercourse between France
and Spain being at present interrupted.

Not being able to obtain the precise wine
employed by Husson, I made my infusion
of Malaga, only because it was a sweet Spa-
nish wine. And when combined with the
Laudanum of Sydenham, which is made usu-
ally with mountain wine, the mixture strik-
ingly resembles the Fau Medicinale which was
first imported. Indeed, the difference, seems
to me not greater, than must necessarily oc-
cur, when a prescription is prepared with
different wines, and in different countries.

With regard to the taste of the two, youn
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will find them very similar. Both have the
same bitter flavour which remains for some
time on the tongue. For the taste of sub-
stances depends upon a more fixt principle,
than the smell.

The colour, and the turbid deposit which
takes place on mixing the two transparent
infusions, are so similar, as to render it
highly probable that the form adopted by
Husson is the same, or nearly the same,
with mine. And if it is allowed that Opium
and the White Hellebore rootare thebasis of
the composition, abetter mode of obtaining
the virtues of these drugs ought to be em-
ployed. The light sparkling wines are un-
certain in strength, and therefore quite 1m-
proper for medical purposes.

With respect to the proportion of Lauda-
pum there could be little difficulty, as the
dose of the latter is well defined. Half a
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bottle, that is one dram of the Eau Medi-
einale, frequently relieves acute pain.
This could not be effected with less than
twenty or thirty drops of Laudanum. And
as in severe cases a whole bottle is requi-
site, this double quantity will contain a full
dose of Laudanum.

In mixing the two infusions, round num-
bers would probably be employed, I there-
fore conceive that as each of Husson’s bot-
tles contzin two drams, one fourth may be
Laudanum. This quanﬁty seems to corres-
pond with the effect of relieving pain,
and also with that of mitigating and retard-
ing the evacuant powers of the White Hel-
lebore.

Having fixed upon this proportion, the
only thing that remained was to try if this
mixture had the same efficacy on the gout

as the Eau Medicinale.
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To ascertain its safety I took a small dose
one night. Tt made me sleep soundly and
occasioned no inconvenience.

A case of acute gout then occurred to 2
person who was not in circumstances to pur-
chase the Eau Medicinmle.‘ May 14th, the
fit atiacked the first joint of the great toe of
his left foot, and the pain was very severe
On May 15th, I saw this patient, he was then
in great pain, and the part affected was red
and swollen. I directed him to take one dram
of a mixture of three parts of the wine
of White Hellebore, and one part of the Vi-
nous Laudanum of Sydenham. This dose
was exhibited at eight o’clock at night.

Soon after he took it he dropt asleep and
did not waken for eight hours. He then
found that the pain had lessened, and he
had a loose evacuation early next morning,

May 16th. In the conrse of this day the pain
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declined, but another dram was given at
bed time. This second dose composed him
again completely, and he had two loose eva-
cuations in the morning following, when
the gout had disappeared, and nothing re-
mained but a slight tenderness on walking.

May 19th, the gout appeared on the
first joint of the great toe of the right
Jfoot. ‘The pain was equally severe with
the former attack on the left. One dram
of the mixture was exhibited at night.
May 20th, I found that the medicine had
lessened the pain through the night, but
had not removed it. He still complained
of a good deal of pain in the right great toe,
and some uneasiness on walking on the
stones was even perceived in the toe origi-
nally affected. The dose had occasioned no
sensible operation; I then directed two

drams of the mixture to be taken at bed
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time, conformably to the practice with the
Eau Medicinale, when half a bottle does
not operate.

After taking the two drams, the patient
slept for above two hours, then wakened
with uneasiness in his stomach ; he at last
vomited several times, and was purged
once. On returning to bed he perspired,
and found in the morping May 2lst, that
the gout had vanished from both feet.

His appearance was then rather dejected,

he still complained of some uneasiness in
his stomach, and his pulse, which previously

had been quick, was now sunk to seventy-
four in a minute.

This proved a complete crisis of the pa~
roxysm ; and you perceive that every oc-
currence in this case, exactly corresponded
with the effects of Husson’s Eau Medici-

nale.
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I had a second opportunity of trying this
mixture on a man who was attacked with
gout in the joint of the knee, on the 25th,
of May last.

[ saw him May 27th, he was very lame,
and suffering violently. =~ On examining
the knee, I found there was a large circu-
lar red blush, characteristic of the gout,
to which the man was subject.

I directed for him one dram of the mix-
ture at bed time.

May 28th, the patient had a good deal of
pain through the night both in the knee and

also in the leg : this morning, however, he
is considerably relieved. The pain and red-

ness have entirely left the knee, buv he
complains of some pain in his heel ; and
the skin over the tendo achillis appears a
little swollen and red.

As one dram of the mixture had occa-
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sioned no sensible operation, I directed him
to take this night a dram and a half.

May 29th, my patient has slept well, and
only complains of a little pain in the tendo
achillis when he walks.

H felt a little squeamishness this
morning, but has had no motion ; I there-
fore directed him to take immediately
a scruple of Rhubarb in an ounce of Pep-
permint water, and one dram of the mix-
ture of the infusions of White Hellebore
and Landanum at night.

May 30th, I find that the Rhubarb did
not operate yesterday, the gout medicine
having occasioned constipation. He had not .
passed so good a night, but had suffered
pains through the leg generally ; there s,
however, no appearance whatever of gout,
for all swelling and redness are gone. I now
directed one scruple of powdered Rhubarb,

and two of Chrystals of Tartar to be taken
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have been expected now-a-days, that no one
who had ever breathed the air of an ana-
tomical theatre, need have informed ano-
ther who had enjoyed the same happiness,
that a medicine did not always succeed. No
correspondent thinks of sending to our Me-
dical Journals, a case where that admirable
medicine the bark has failed of curing an
ague. Nor does any one think it necessary
to prove, that there are cases of acute in-
fAammation in which bleeding is detrimental.
Even the quack who invented the Eau Me-
dicinale, although he has stuffed his book
with absurdities, had not the preposterous
folly to assert, that his composition was in-
fallible. The Eau Medicinale is most cer-
tainly_,r not capable of even palliating the suf-
ferings of all ; peculiar cases of gout will oc-
cur in which it is even injurious, and in the

end those who are afflicted with gout must




































