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APPEAL TO THE PUBLIC.

Ix consequence of the extended efforts redently made
by the “ANIMALS’ FRIEND SOCIETY,” in repressing
those cruel and immoral sports of cock-fighting, dog-
fighting, bull-baiting, badger-baiting, cat-worrying, &e.
formerly so prevalent in London and the Southern, Western
and Northern Counties, and to abolish the gross barbarities
so long practised with impunity in those receptacles of
misery—the Metropolitan and Provinecial Knackers’' Yards.
The Committee feel necessitated most urgently to appeal
to the humane liberality of the British public, for its co-
operation and pecuniary aid, whereby to enable it to extend
its protection to the ill-used dumb creation, and thereby
improve the religious and moral character of mankind.

The Animals’ Friend Society has effected much good,
yet much remains to be done, and the Committee sincerely
hope that friends will not be wanting to assist in this
worthy and Christian cause.

T e Tt g T T e R A

THE FOLLOWING IS THE FIXED PLAN OF
OPERATION, VIZ:— '

1st. The circulation of suitable tracts gratuitously or by cheap
sale, particularly among persons entrusted with animals, such as
drovers, coachmen, carters, &c.

2nd. The introduction into schools of books caleulated to impress
on youth humanity towards the inferior animals.

3rd. Frequent a{;peals to the public, through the press, (on every
religious and moral principle,) and by every mode tending to awaken
a more general attention to this important and interesting subject.

4th. Periodical delivery of discourses from the pulpit, and public
lectures.

5th. The employment of constables in markets and streets; and
also in the country distriets.

6th. The prosecution of persons guilty of any flagrant cruelty, and
giving publicity to the same; but only resorting to coercion when
mild persuasion will not avail.

7th. The employment of every effort to induce the senators of this
country, and of others, to grant to animals a more extended and
effective protection.

8th. The conferring of occasional rewards on persons exemplary
for their humane treatment of animals.
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agents connected with it—will, the Committee feel assured,
continue its exertions for the suppression of evils and barba-
rities which remain undisturbed. They would not have the
friends of humanity to infer that all the good is effected.
No: much they are happy to know is done; but a vast—
an immeasurable amount of good remains to be performed.
Bull-baiting is nearly annihilated, but dog-fighting is still car-
ried into execution—cocks are still fought—calves are still
packed in carts, and slowly bled to death, to render the veal
white—pigs are still driven with their hoofs off, and on
bleeding stumps—asses are over-laden and beaten to death, on
our canal sides—that faithful servant of the public—the horse
—after a life spent in the service of its mercenary owner, is
still doomed to drag out a wretched existence in the “ Knack-
ers’ Yards,” the revolting outrages of which have been vividly
exposed by the valuable institution bearing the head of this.
With such an enumeration, and_the actual atrocities which
must meet the eye of every observer, the question may rea-
sonably be asked—What has the Society effected, if all these
evils still exist? In reply, the Committee not only request a
survey of the streets of our metropolis—the improved condition
of horses used in omnibuses, coaches, cabs, carts, &e., since
the operations of the Society, is unquestionable. View Smith-
field Cattle Market, 1829, when no one dared to interfere on
behalf of the helpless victim of a brutal drover, without risk-
ing his very existence; and respecting which, one of the
agents said, in his evidence before the House of Commons,
in 1831, he believed, * if would have been impossible by human
Sforesight to insure his life a single howr whilst performing his
duty, had it not been for the timely assistance of Mr. Williams
and other respectable inhabitants who sheltered him from time
to time in their houses.” By the unremitting exertions of the
Society, such is the change produced, that any agent can
now enter the midst of the market, and expostulate with the
drovers, or take the offenders into custody, when they feel
themselves justified in so doing. In 1829, the honorary so-
licitor, appeared pmfmswnallg, to prosecute John King, the
pmpuntﬂr of the most notorious cock plt in England, where
kings, princes and nobles resorted to witness scenes of bar-
barity, which may truly be said to emanate from the disposi-
tion adapted only for that place of ** torment, where depravities
are incessantly acting upon each other, and where the agony of
despatr darkens and perpetuates the horrors of gquilt.” An
agent, who was the principal witness in this case, also suc-
ceeded in prosecuting four other pits then existing in London,
and by that means considerably checked such barbarous prae-
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ceive. The most glaring of which have been * The horrors
perpetrated in the Knackers’ Yards, where horses are left for
the express purpose of being slaughtered, but which are kept
for days and weeks without food or water, excepting the cor-
rupted offal that accumulates in the yard.” These poor
animals are brought here in the last stage of their existence,
absolutely unfit for any kind of work. ** It is true that horses
have been known,” says the Earl of Carnarvon, *to burst
from their fastenings, and in a frantic state devour each other
for the purpose of satisfying their hunger—the greatest of all
physical suffering.” These horrid secrets of the charnel
house, discovered and brought before the public by this
Society, have been the means of checking much in the con-
tinuance of these monstrous evils ; but yet much remains to
be accomplished for the total abolition of those cruelties which
are heaped unrelentingly, on the most noble and useful
animal in the creation.

Through the unremitting exertions of the society, wicked
sports and barbarities towards domestic and other animals,
have been greatly lessened, and a regard for the law has been
inculcated on their parts, and considerably manifested by them.

Throughout the Metropolitan district the most unremitting
labors have been carried on by the inspectors and officers, for
the purpose of exposing and suppressing every description of
cruelty towards dumb animals. The annual fairs, for the
amusement of the working classes, have been strictly watched
by the constables ; and by the vigilance exercised by them,
and the convictions they have already obtained, they have
been successful, in checking much unnecessary severity, and
in preventing much wanton cruelty towards the various
animals employed or let out to hire.

The Society would now particularly direct attention to the
progress of the cause in the Provinces, where the most pleas-
ing results have followed, and crowned their labors. The In-
spectors have directed their exertions to the principal towns
and villages of the following counties, viz., Surrey, Hamp-
shire,, Sussex, Kent, Essex, Hertfordshire, Middlesex, Buck-
inghamshire, Herefordshire, Worcestershire, Warwickshire,
Staffordshire, Cheshire, Devonshire, Berkshire, Oxfordshire,
Glamorganshire, Pembrokeshire, Salop, Gloucestershire, Mon-
mouthshire, Nottinghamshire, Lincolnshire, Derbyshire,
Somersetshire, Norfolk, Suffolk, Cambridgeshire, Wiltshire,
Chester, Dorsetshire, &c. &c. Some of the most barbarous
and glaring cruelties have been detected, and the guilty
parties brought before the magistrates in whose jurisdic-
tion the sports took place. This has greatly lessened the
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cruelty, but yet a vast amount is still practised, which, with
the Society’s exertions, the committee trusts will speedily be
removed

There are various modes of cruelty which this Society
deeply lament are of too frequent occurrence, which are
carried into execution in secret. Few persons are acquainted
with this fact, though carried on in the immediate vicinity of
their own residences; and they frequently urge the excuse,
when solicited to become Donors or Subscribers, *that they
never see any cruelly, and therefore see no necessity for doing so.”
If they could but visit the dog or cock pit, which are generally
gituated at the back premises of a public house, which,
perhaps, they never entered, and witness the poor creatures
mangled and torn to pieces, and that these creatures are so
starved, for the purpose of being excited to a blood-thirsty
ferocity, that they often devour the flesh of each other. These
sports too frequently occur on the Sabbath-morning.

The Society has been the humble means of abolishing those
cruel sports of bull and badger-baiting, at Stamford and in
Warwickshire. The number of tracts and publications circu-
lated, has already produced a good effect among those who
were the supporters of these evils, &c.

In various parts of the kingdom, several hundred thousand
of tracts and other publications have been distributed, also
several abstracts of the Act of Parliament, regulations for
coachmen, flymen, omnibus drivers, drovers of cattle; cautions,
handbills, and essays on the subject of humanity, and the sin of
acting cruelly to the brute creation; and the Committee have
received several pleasing accounts of the good result that has
emanated from the perusal of such, particularly from Sunday
and other schools where they have been circulated. The
minds of the rising generation have been instilled with the
cause of mercy and humanity, which have never failed to im-
press upon their intellects the Almighty’s regard for the dumb
creation.

This Society has prosecuted above 3,500 cases of wanton
cruelty, and caused sermons to be preached, meetings held,
and lectures delivered, &ec.

The Society would now, in conclusion, most earnestly call
upon the liberality of the humane and philanthropic to aid
and assist the noble principles of the institution, which they
trust, for the sake of the truly oppressed and ill-used dumb
creation, will be kindly respundeg to, until these evils be en-
tirely removed.
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Copied from the Weekly Dispatch, 3rd March, 1844,

“ ANIMALS' FRIEND SOCIETY."—* This Society, in its
annual report, which it has just published, has acknowledged the
assistance afforded by the Weexkry Dispatcn in forwarding the
humane objects which it has in view. The Society may calculate
with certainty upon the continued and untiring support of the
WeekLy Disearcn, for it is impossible to witness the horrid eruelties
committed upon the dumb brute creation by biped monsters, without
aiding to the utmost of human exertion in putting down such
brutalities. During the 17 years of the Society’s existence no less
than 3,143 cases of cruelty have been prosecuted by it. The few
following cases selected from the list of prosecutions, prove beyond
question. the necessity for, and the utility of, such a Society. In
Parmenter’s knackers’ yard, Battle-bridge, there were found horses
up to their fetlocks in decayed putrid animal mattex without food or
water. The living were standing among the dead, and crushing the
skeletons of the latter at every step. The stench from the dead car-
casses was insupportable. In reply to a question one of the
slaughtermen said that they ‘had no trouble with them as four or
five dropped dead every night.” Through the Society’s instru-
mentality this frightful atrocity has been in some measure put down.
At Wallis’s yard, Wandsworth, were found nineteen horses in an
open shed, 31 feet long by 12 deep, so closely wedged that they
could neither lie down nor turn. In Canterbury a most diabolical
act was committed by a boy in the slaughter house of Mr. Stradwick.
The young wretch tied the legs of a sheep together, and knocked it
about till it put out its tongue, and he then cut a piece of it off, broke
its neck, an&) while struggling began to flay it alive. Through the
Society’s exertions, dog, bull, ang cuck-ﬁg{';ting have been put down
in 140 villages, and in every city, town, village, and hamlet, measures
have been adopted to suppress bull-baiting, and every species of
eruelty towards the dumb creation. The Society has been honored
by the patronage of the King of Prussia, and the support of noble-
men and ladies of the first rank. The debt of the Society has happily
been reduced; the total received during the past year, h:w]i)een
£398 15s. 11d., the expenditure, including the arrears of the pre-
ceding year of £142 19s. 10d., has been £432 5s. 8d., and the
reduction of debt has been £109 2s, 1d., leaving a balance now due
to the Treasurer of £33 17s. 9d. We heartily congratulate the
Society uponits successful efforts, its promising prosperous condition ,
and the universal spread of the noble Erinci'ple of humanity through
every grade and every class of society.”
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said, they * had no trouble with them (the horses) as four or five dropped
off every night.”” This statement can be corroborated by 188 N, who
went with me as above stated, and also by 114 §, and 17 N, and 21 N,
who can prove that these atrocities have, been carried on for the last ten
or twelve years. I also refer to a lady, of Pentonville, who for the last
three years has endeavoured to stop these barbarities. This lady went to
Mr. Thomas, of Pall Mall; he said he had no power to enter the yard,
it being private property. She applied to me repeatedly, so that at last,
in disguise, at every hazard, I attempted and succeeded in gaining ad-
mission, as above stated. I summoned the offending parties to Clerken-
well Police Court, and though not successful in obtaining a conviction,
through a technical objection raised by defendant’s sclicitor, Mr. Hum-
phries, I so far succeeded in remedying the evil, that the horses were im-
mediately killed, the dead ones removed, and the vard cleansed out, and,
lastly, a new lock placed on the gate to prevent our entrance in future.
We have since visited every Knacker’s Yard in London and the
environs, most of which we found comparatively clean, especially Mr.
"ﬁ"inkle:,r's, in Friar-street. At Wallis’s Yard, Wandsworth, we found
nineteen horses in an open shed, 31 feet long by 12 deep, so closely
wedged in that they could neither lie down nor turn ; they were con-
siderably over their fetlocks in decayed animal matter ; no manger, no
straw, no rack, nothing but this filthy mire to lie down on, and if they
did they would be trampled on by the others. I have stated the length
of the shed. At the extreme right end there was a large tub placed : we
saw a man empty two pails of water in it ; three or four horses rushed to
it, and struggled to get at it as if suffering from extreme thirst. Those at
the left (among whom were some blind ones) had not the slightest chance
to obtain any except the others were removed away. There were at least
thirty horses lying dead—some completely putrefied, and the stench from
them was dreadful. In reply to a question, Mr. Wallis, junior, said they
never killed while tley had so many dead ones. He likewise offered to
sell me a horse if 1 wanted one ; and, let me add, when we entered the
yard, we found a man unharnessing a horse, which had just drawn a
Knacker's cart into the yard, and was then put in the pound with the
other condemned ones  This statement can also be confirmed by 99 V,
who went with us twice. We summoned the offending parties to Wands-
worth Police Court, and, though not fortunate in obtaining a conviction
for ill-treating and abusing certain horses (although the fact appeared
evident to the magistrate, Mr. Clive,) through a defect in the clause of
the Act, by which no pecuniary penalty can be enforced, and the guilty
parties can only be reached by an indictment at the sessions; and though
the evidence of eight witnesses brought forward (all in the service of
Mr. Wallis), and three more who were not examined by the defendant’s
solicitor, Mr. Gilham, we had the highest commendation from the
magistrate, who said we had done perfectly right in bringing the case
forward, and he hoped the defendant would have water constantly supplied,
the yard properly cleansed, and the horses regularly fed, which he
promised to do, and likewise said he should become a subsecriber to the
Society. These are facts which can be proved by several persons more, if
requisite. One satisfaction has resulted from this, it has put the knackers
on their guard; on Friday, the 24th of February, one of the agents and
a police officer visited Belle Isle, where we had a few days previously
witnessed such horrors. There they found only one live horse and several
dead ones, and the yard perfectly clean. Of course this change is an act
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of necessity, on their parts;—but we cannot suppose this will be con-
tinued by persons of their stamp—and should urge the Society to procure,
as speedily as possibly, an Act to prevent the recurrences of such
barbarities.

UNION HALL, December, 9, 1844.

CruertYy T0 AN Ass.—Mr. T. B Gibbins, chief officer to the
Society, charged William Dark (a dust collector, of Camberwell) be-
fore Mr. Traill with cruelly beating an ass in the Blackfriars-road.
The evidence went to show that t%e defendant was trying to race
with an omnibus, and because the poor animal could not keep u
with it, he beat it several times across the loins in a most hrut:.R
manner with a large ash stick. After this he again endeavoured to
race with another vehicle, urging the ass on with greater violence,
keeping it in a full gallop to the London-road, where he was stopped.
Mcr. Gibbins said the defendant beat it from the bridge to the Lon-
don-road, with scarcely any intermission. He had on several
occasions cautioned him ; it was not the first time he was charged,
for he was brought to that court by him (Mr, Gibbins) two years ago
for cruelty to an ass at Camberwell fair; he was then fined, but
not being able to pay, he was committed to prison. Mr. Traill said
he should have thought that the imprisonment that he had had,
would have taught him better, He could not plead ignorance; he
had once been punished for his brutal treatment, and he certainly
should not pass this over, but should inflict a fine of 10s. or be com-
mitted for fourteen days.—Committed.

UNION HALL, December 10th, 1844.

Cruerty To AN Ass.—Mr. Gibbins charged James King (a coster-
monger, of Princes-street, London-road,) before Mr, Traill with
extreme cruelty to an ass in the Blackfriars-road. Prosecutor,
having been sworn, said he saw the defendant coming from the
‘bridge at great speed, driving an ass drawing a cart, to the shafts of
which another was tied, but not so powerful as the one drawing the
cart, which was urged on with violent blows, dragging the other
(which appeared to be ina very weak state) after it, causing the wheel to
come in contact with its hocks, and taking the skin off, alse lamin
it that it went some distance on three legs, and while being dragge
along in great misery, the defendant beat it in a wanton and cruel
manner. The prosecutor several times remonstrated with him upon
his improper conduct. Mr. Traill severely rebuked him for his
cruelty, and fined him 7s., or, in default, ordered him to be com-
mitted for fourteen days.

BOW STREET, December 12th.

CruerLty 1o A HoRrse.—One of the officers of the Society charged
William Baker, before Mr. Twyford, with great cruelty to his horse.



14

The officer having been sworn stated as follows :—While on duty
in Parliament-street, I saw the defendant whipping his horse under
the flank in a brutal manner; I went and gave him a caution not
to repeat such conduet, but he appeared to take no notice of any-
thing that was said. I then left him and concealed myself at the
Horse Guards, where I again saw him whipping his horse with greater
violence ; I went to him the second time and remonstrated with him
on his brutal treatment. I also perceived the horse to be in great

ain. I then commenced removing the harness. Under the saddle

found a large ulcerated wound; in size it was four inches by three;
there was no pad or anything to keep the saddle from workingin the
wound. The worthy magistrate asked the defendant what he had to
say in answer to the charge; in reply, the defendant said it was true
there was a wound on his horse’s back, but he did not whip him te
hurthim. Mr. Twyford said the offence was clearly proved against him,
for which he shmﬁd fine him 5s. it being his first time of appearing
at that Court.—He paid the fine and was discharged.

BOW-STREET, January 3rd, 1845,

CrueLty T0 AN Ass.—An Inspector of the Society charged
Thomas Best, before Mr. Jardine, with wantonly and cruelly beating
an ass. The inspector said on going his rounds, he observed Best
sitting on the front of a ecart, or barrow, drawn by an ass. Best was
forcing the stick under the tail with great violence, after that he
jobbed the point of the stick on the back, and several times beat it
cruelly on the ribs with the thick end ; the poor animal gave wa
under the severe blows. Mr. Jardine said the public was very mue
indebted to the inspector and the society for bringing to justice such
characters as the defendant. Fined 5s., in default to be committed
for fourteen days. The fine was paid, and he was discharged.

The same inspector then charged Thomas Shearman with cruelty
to an ass. The officer said he saw Shearman in High-street, Blooms-
bury, beating an ass on the legs and body with violence ; he was
requested by complainant to desist, but refused to do so, telling
complainant to mind his own business, at the same time striking the

oor animal several severe blows. Finding remonstrance of no
avail, he took him into custody. In answer to the charge, the de-
fendant said he considered he had a right to do what he pleased with
his own ; he bought and paid for it. M. Jardine said, though it
was his, he had no right to ill use it, and fined him 5s.—Committed

to prison.

SOUTHWARK POLICE COURT, January 1Sth.

Cruerry 10 AN Ass.—Mr. Gibbins charged William Head, a
costermonger, of Deptford, before Mr. Cottingham, with wanton
cruelty to an ass.  After being sworn, prosecutor stated, he saw the
defendant in the Borough, beating an ass on the head with a thick
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SOUTHWARK POLICE COURT, March 1st, 1845.

Cruerty To o Homse.—Mr. Gibbins charged James Ellis, of
Walworth, before Mr. Cottingham, with great cruelty to his horse.
Complainant said, he saw Ellis in Tooley-street, whipﬁ:ing his horse
under the flank ; on stopping him and examining the horse well, he
found large pieces of flesh cut out of the thigh by the constant whip-
ing, and under the saddle there was a large running wound; it was
altogether in an emaciated state. Mr. Gibbins reminded the
magistrate that Ellis was charged before him on the 22nd February,
with cruelty to the same horse, but on account of sickness in his
family it was not pressed against him, and he was then discharged on
his promising not to work it again in that state. On account of the de-
fendant’s poverty, and having four of his children laid up with a
fever, he was again discharged. Mr. Cottingham told him, if he was
ever brought before him again, he should inflict the highest fine the
law allowed.—Z e horse was killed.

SOUTHWARK POLICE COURT, March 11th, 1845.

Cruerty To A Horse.—Mr. Gibbins observed John King, of
Kensington, working a poor old horse in the Borough, with ﬁn‘g&
ulcerated wounds under the saddle, the lining of which was saturated
with blood and corruption ; he was taken into custody and charged
with the offence, before Mr. Cottingham. The defendant in answer
to the charge pleaded poverty. He was discharged with a severe
reprimand.—The horse was killed,
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IMPORTANT DISCLOSURES OF THE SOCIETY'S AGENTS.

THE KNACKERS’ YARDS,

Statement of George W. Mernier, P.C. 188 N.

On the 9th of February, 1843, I went with the Society’s Agent to
Parmenter’s Knacker's yard, Belle Isle, Battle Bridge, and hereby
fully confirm the truth of his printed statement.

gn the following morning (the 10th), I looked into the yard, the
gate being open I went in, and saw a man cutting up the skeleton of
a horse. In the sheds were a number of horses, apparently starving ;
there was a chain across the doorways. On the outside there were
several horses in the same state, no food, no water; two had fallen
dead, and the live ones were gnawing the hair and skin from them.
I made observations to that effect to the man cutting up the bones,
he said it was very common for them to drop dead by the severity of
the weather, and did not seem to like to answer any other questions.
The yard was in the same state as on the previous day; the stench
was horrible,

I visited the yard again on the 11th, and apparently the same
number of horses in the sheds; a chain across Flm doorway. One
horse was grn:min%] in the agonies of death, and struggled hard to
get up; another horse in as complete a state of starvation, was
positively eating the filth under the rack, in which there was no food;
the yard was still in the same filthy state as on the preceding days.
On coming out, I met one of the knackers, I asked him if he had
been in the yard that morning? He said no. I told him about the
dying horse I had seen, and recommended him to go and kill it, to
put it out of its misery. He said he would go and look toit. It
was immediately after this day that a strange alteration was made ;
no doubt from the publicity of an application to the Police Office,
Clerkenwell, respecting this yard, agpearing in the daily papers,
which put the knackers on their guard.

GEORGE W. MERNIER, P.C., 188 N, Division.

Statement of Shayler, 114 §.

On the 11th of November, 1842, at three in the morning, while
on duty, I went into Parmenter’s knacker’s yard, Belle Isle, Battle
Bridge, with a man who was just entering to slaughter a horse, and
showed him a light. I saw several horses lying dead and dying in
the filth in the yard, and a quantity of rats running over them in all
directions; and the decayed animal matter was full three inches
deep : the groans of the animals were dreadful, There was at least
forty cart loads of bones, no food, no water except the horrid filth on
the ground. On the man leading the horse out, his (the horse’s)
feet became entangled in the skeleton of another, which had to be
knocked to pieces to disengage the horse. When the man fetched
the horse out he directly locked the door, which is a continual prac-
tice. There were at least twenty horses alive outside the sheds.
The stench was dreadful.

P, C. 114 5, EDWARD SHAYLOR,
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Statement of Christopher North, 17 N,

About six years ago,at midnight, in passing Parmenters’ knacker’s
yard, Belle Isle, Battle Bridge, I heard a groaning, when I scaled
the gate and got into the yard. There were about twenty horses,
some tied up and some loose ; the loose ones were gnawing the tails
and manes of the others in their hunger, which caused them to groan
dreadfully. The yard was so thick with corrupted filth that my feet
stuck fast in it ; there was no food or water, and altogether it was a
horrid sight, and the stench was dreadful.

CHRISTOPHER NORTH, 17 N., Sergeant.

Statement of Sergeant Allen, 21, N.

About eight yéars ago, at midnight, a brother police constable and
myself were induced to scale the gates of the knacker's yard, Belle
Isle, Battle Bridge, to ascertain the state of the yard and the horses
therein. To our great horror we discovered fourteen or fifteen
horses apparently dead, lying on the stones in an open shed, some of
them were tied up to rings in the wall, and had dropped dead during
the night. All the wood-work about the premises was gnawed away,
even the bar across the gates inside. On one side the yard was a
shed, with a chain across the door-way ; the shed was quite full, it .
appeared that another horse could not have been put in it. While
examining as well as we could that shed, we heard a noise behind,
among the 5upEtnsed dead horses; it was the moving of a horse’s leg,
the grating of the shoe on the stone. After some trouble we discovered
(by the steam issuing from the trunk of a dead horse, from which the
bowels had been taken,) that the still living horse, in its agony, had
plunged its head into the body by its side. It was the first time I
had ever seen such horrors, and it made me quite ill for some time

after.
HENRY ALLEN, Sergeant, 21, N.
P.C. 114 §.,, EDWARD SHAYLOR.

About the same time in another yard close by, I found four or five
horses tied to the skeleton. of a horse in the open air, where one was
down between the others in the agony of death, and the others
covered with frost. The horse that was dying struck out in his
pain repeatedly, and brought the other horses down upon himself
two or three times.

HENRY ALLEN, Sergeant, 21 N.



























