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in the homage we pay to their memory, and the Iustre
we borrow from their discoveries, Harvey and Jenner
have long since received their reward ; but time, the
great discoverer of truth, has yet much to do, before
Hahnemann and his discovery, shall attain that place
in men’s esteem which they are entitled to hold.

It is to promote the recognition of his claims, and
to obtain for him a hearing at the bar of publie
justice, that these few pages are written. His cha-
racter has mot yet been duly appreciated in this
country. Dr. Forbes is the first of his epponents
here, who has had the candour to award him even
a partial justice. In his essay on * Homeeopathy,
Allopathy, and Young Physic,” in the British and
Foreign Medical Review, he says :—

“ Hahnemann was undoubtedly a man of genius and a scholar;
a man of indefatigable industry, of undaunted energy. In the
history of medicine his name will appear in the same list with
those of the greatest systematists and theorists; surpassed by
few in the originality and ingenuity of his views, superior to most
in having substantiated and carried out his doctrines into actnal
and most extensive practice.”

Some trifling or familiar circumstance has usually
ushered into the world even the greatest disco-
veries. It is familiar to every mind, how Archimedes,
when entering his bath, noticed that the water
rose as he descended into it, and how, by reflecting
upon this very ordinary circumstance, he was led to
the theory of Specific Gravity, by which he was at
once enabled to detect the adulteration of the metal
in the royal crown of Syracuse. In the same way, the
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genius of Sir Isaac Newton grasped, from the fami-
liar event of an apple falling to the ground, the first
idea—the crude thought of the Law of Gravitation;
that Law which explains such a multitude of facts,
and is accepted as “The true theory of the move-
ments of the heavenly bodies, and the parent of in-
numerable discoveries.”

To an equally unimportant circumstance are we in-
debted for the new Law of Healing,

Dr. Samuel Christian Frederick Hahnemann, a
German physician, was trying to explain the mode
in which bark cures ague, and feeling dissatisfied
with the many and contradictory explanations given
in the books to account for this result, determined
to take some himself, he being then in good health.
After having taken a considerable quantity for some
days, he began to experience a not very unusual
effect of this substance, viz.—feverishness and cold shi-
verings, having somewhat of the intermittent or aguish
character. What Hahnemann felt, was, most probably,
not unlike what Dr. Pereira describes as a frequent
effect of large doses of bark upon healthy persons,
when he says, “ A febrile state of the system is set
up, (manifested by excitement of the vascular system
and dry tongue) and the cerebro-gpinal system be-
comes disordered, as is shewn by the throbbing head-
ache and giddiness.” (Mat. Med.) It was, however,
while experiencing something of this kind upon him-
self, that the thought struck him, “ Does the cura-
tive power of bark, in the case of intermittent fever,
depend upon this faculty of producing something like
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it 7. This occurred in the year 1790. For six years
after, he patiently and zealously tried different medi-
cines upon himself, his wife, his sons, his daughters,
and his friends; and finding all his experience con-
firmatory of the above thought, he ventured to make
his discovery known to the world. His humility,
however, would not allow him to claim the merit of a
discovery, and indeed, Stahl, some 150 years before
him, says, “I am persuaded that diseases yield to
agents which produce a similar disorder (similia simi-
libus,)” and Hippocrates likewise, some 2,300 years
ago, enunciated the same thing, when he wrote
“ Vomitus vomitu curator,” but he did claim the
merit of having® discerned the Law, and carried it
into practical effect, by proving medieines on the
healthy animal frame, and reducing their doses to a
degree which is indispensable to their safety, on this
principle of treatment. Having thus acquired a
knowledge of the disease-creating powers of many
medicines, or as they must be called, when in large
doses, poisons, and of the cures effected by them on
the sick, when given in conformity with this Law,
he hesitated not to consider as established, and to
promulgate, the grand and universal Law, that,
“ Every disease is best cured by that medicine which
tends to produce on the healthy body similar symp-
toms,” or in other words,—* similia similibus curan-
tur.”  Like cures Like, 7. e. homceopathically ; but
not Same cures Same, as it has sometimes been ren-
dered. In contradistinction, he named the common
wedical practice, from employing in the treatment of
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diseases, medicines producing an effect not like, but
different, allopathy; or as frequently expressed,—
contraria confrariis curantur.

We may select as an illustration of the homoeo-
pathic practice, the action of coffee, the immoderate
use of which to those unaccustomed to it, is well
known to be followed by a night of sleeplessness;
when a homceopathist meets with restless sleepless-
ness, which is so very common a symptom in excitable
children, when they suffer from dentition and other
causes of irritation, he prescribes a minute dose of
the fincture of coffee, and the result, to a degree of
certainty unknown in the ordinary practice, is, healthy
sleep. It may serve as some explanation, if we consider
the sleeplessness here spoken of in children, as an
effort of nature to overcome or ward off, more serious
consequences of some injurious impression made on
the system, and the remedy, by acting in sympathy,
or in unison with nature’s efforts, gives just the help
she requires, and the morbid impression being over-
come, a healthy sleep is the consequence; in other
words, the medicine may be said to neutralise the
disease and nature regains her pristine state of health
the while.

Amongst domestic remedies, an illustration of the
homeopathic principle is found in the practice of
rubbing a frozen limb with snow, to restore the
natural warmth ; the practice of applying hot tur-
pentine, or hot spirits of wine, to a burnt or
scalded wound; and the practice of drinking warm
tea, or warm spirit and water, to quench the thirst,
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when overheated, is also explicable on the same
principle. There are many other domestic remedies
whose mode of action can only be so explained.

We may select for illustration, from amongst the
diseases of childhood, one which is denoted by a
scarlet eruption on the skin, sore throat, and fever
(scarlatina): a similar effect is produced by a wild
berry that grows in the woods (belladonna), of a sweet
taste ; it is sometimes eaten by children, ignorant of
ts poisonous character, when it produces a scarlet
efflorescence of the skin, with fever, headache, and sore
throat. DBelladonna ought therefore, if there is truth
in homaeopathy, to be the remedy for scarlatina. We
need not rely upon the testimony of homewopathists
that it is so, for Dr. A. T. Thompson says of bella-

donna :—

“It produces a state of the skin closely resembling scarlatina,
accompanied with fever, suffused eyes, dimness of sight, and
frequently, though not always, headache.” (Mar. MEDp., p. 422,)

And another physician of the old school, writing
in Hufeland’s Journal, (May, 1812,) says,—

“I am also aequainted with a quarter in which during the
prevalence of a very severe scarlet fever, the preservative of
Hahnemann, (belladonna) was tried, and where all who tried
it were protected from the disease. This fact is worthy of the
greatest attention, and deserves to be frequently tested; for to
allow ourselves to be prejudiced by the ecircumstances of the
minute dose, would be to forget that we are treating of dy-
namic effects—effects upon a living body, which no one can
appreciate by pounds or grains.”

One other illustration must suffice, and we select
inflammation, because its treatment by the ordinary
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plan is not altogether unsuccessful, though it will
be acknowledged, it leaves much to be desired. One
of the chief remedies the homeopathists use, for in-
flammatory diseases, is, the herb aconite, or monks-
hood. That it is successful is shewn by the unbounded
confidence upwards of 3,000 homeeopathic practi-
tioners place in it. So great is its power over in-
flammation, that this disease, which is the terror of
the old system, is comparatively harmless when treated
according to the new. The intensity of the inflam-
mation seems to furnish the susceptibility to the
medicine, for the amendment is proportionately rapid
and decisive as the former is severe. In highly acute
inflammation, a diminution in the frequency of the
pulse, is even perceptible while holding the wrist, a
rapidity of curative action unknown in the ordinary
practice. The truth of these statements is testified
to by the greatest surgeon of modern times, the
late lamented Mr. Liston :—

“The exhibition of extract of aconite in this (ErYsIPELAS)
and other inflammatory affections, is often followed by great
abatement of vascular excitement, so that the necessity for ab-
straction of blood is done away with. The medicine may be
given in doses of half a grain in substance, or dissclved in pure
water, and repeated every third or fourth hour.. The sensible
effect is relaxation of the surface, and frequently profuse per-
spiration ; the arterial pulsations are diminished in frequency and
force. The extract of belladonna, in doses of one sixteenth of

a grain, may then be substituted with great advantage, and
often with the most extraordinary effect upon the disease.,’—

Again, in the Lancet, we find the following :—

““Nortan Loxpox Hospirar. ERYSIPELAS 1IN THE HEAD.
A2
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most attached friends, thus speaks of his leaning to
Homceeopathy :—

“Mr. Liston was most struck with the action of aconite in
subduing inflammation, and reduced wvascular excitement ; and he
often expressed his regret to me that the power of aconite to abate
vascular over-action, and supersede the necessity for abstraction
of blood in many diseases, was not known to him earlier, be-
canse he was convinced that it would have prolonged the life of
his father, whose death had been hastened, in his opinion, by
ill: judged copious venesection.

“In a visit which [ (Dr. Quin,) paid him a few days before
his last fatal seizure, he, half in joke and half in earnest, said
to me, ‘If in a short time I do net mend quicker than I am now

doing under allopathy, I shall certainly send for you to treat me
homeeopathically.””

After all, there may in reality be less difference
between the two systems than at first sight appears,
for the object in both is to bring about @ re-action
of the natural powers, and, in like manner, the
good results of the cold water cure in chronic cases,

are clearly referable to the re-action which follows
that mode of treatment.

Tue Dose.—The dose of the homwopathic medi-
cines is extremely small, for Hahnemann found by
experience, not by theory, that the ordinary doses,
when given on the new principle, were far too large.
So that, step by step, he was obliged to reduce
them, from a grain or a drop of the original sub-
stance, to the thousandth, or the millionth, and even
the decillionth of a grain or drop. Greater expe-
rience has convinced his followers that any small
quantity will suffice, provided always that the medi-
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aceording to the ordinary practice of contraries ; for if
we give a globule of opium to a man with sleepless-
ness, he will remain sleepless still. It follows then,
that their action, for act they do, must be because
they are in harmony with the current of the disease,

¢. ¢. homeopathically. Thus, as Dr. Hayle says,—

“If the smallness of the dose has drawn upon the system the
ridicule which arises from the violation of preconceived ideas,
it has at least this advantage, that it discloses its principle of
action, and thus proves the truth of Hahnemann's assertion.”

If, moreover, these infinitesimal doses were not suffi-
ciently powerful, we should at once change them for
larger ones, as there is nothing to interdict our
doing so, save the fact of their known sufficiency. .

From the foregoing statements, the assertion we
are about to make will hardly be expected; never-
theless, it is a matter of almost daily experience with
us, that these incredibly minute doses are frequently
too powerful, that, in fact their use is sometimes
followed by such an aggravation of the symptoms, as
to cause no little alarm to the patient. Happily,
this temporary rekindling of the fire is invariably
and quickly followed by the most marked amendment.
When it is remembered how vast is the difference
of susceptibility betwixt a healthy and a diseased per-
son 3 when it is remembered how sensitive is a burnt
finger to the least heat of the fire; when it is re-
membered that these little doses must go to the very
seat and heart of the disease, and make, as it were,
the same chord to vibrate,—some explanation is fur-
nished to account for such an occurrence, and lessen
our astonishment at a result so little to be expected.
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inquired, ‘did yon not allow him to treat you? ‘Because,’
he replied, “he was but one, and I must have three who agree.’

“T asked him if he were willing to sacrifice some hundred
francs for an experiment, in which case I should be able to men-
tion not THREE, but THIRTY-THREE physicians living in the
neighbourhood, and in countries and parts of the world widely
separate, who should all be of one opinion. He expressed his
doubts, but at the same time resolved to undertake the trial.
We then made out a description of his disease, and when the
copies were finished, sent them to thirty-three hammupatﬁic
practitioners. He inclosed a louis d'or in each letter, begging each
physician to name the remedies which were capable of curing,
or at least of alleviating his disease.

“ A short time since I received a cask of Rhenish, of the
vintage of 1822. ‘I send you wine of the year 1822, he
wrote, ‘ because twenty-two physicians agreed respecting my
case. I thereby preceive that there is certainty in some things
in this world. I have got various works on the subject, in
order to gain information upon it. Out of about twe hun-
dred medicines, twenty-two physicians have fixed upon the
same remedy. One could not expect more. The physician
nearest me has got me under his care, and I send you the
wine that I may not be tempted to drink too much from joy

I

at seeing my health improving from day to day.

ProGress oF Hom@®oraTHY.—It Was, as already
stated, in the year 1790 that Hahnemann made his
discovery ; it was in the year 1796, six years later,
that he made his discovery known to the world.
The appearance of his book, containing its an-
nouncement, elicited, amongst many hard sayings,
from one of his reviewers, that phrase which has
since been so much hacknied,—¢*This book contains
much that is new, and also much that is true, but
unfortunately that which is new is not ftrue, and
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that which is true is not new.” If, however, it had
not been true, less then half a century would have
sufficed to send it to the tomb of all the Capulets ;
if its merits had been ordinary or trifling, it would
long since have had its day, and be quietly reposing
on the shelf, where sleep the ephemeral wonders of
every age. But instead of this, its course has been
steadily, though slowly, progressive; it has always
been opposed, but never arrested ; it has always
been assailed, but its territories have never receded.
In truth, it is no idle assertion to say, that it is the
oldest system extant, baving neither changed its
theory nor its practice for fifty years, while the ordi-
nary practice is well known to undergo almost entire
mutation every twenty years, and the hydropathic, as
yet, numbers only seventeen years,

Germany, which had the honour of being the
birth-place of the new science, and the cradle of its
earliest years, now boasts so many adherents to
this system, that almost every little village has its
homceopathic practitioner. In Vienna alone, there
are upwards of 100, where is also a large hospital
exclusively appropriated to the treatment of diseases
according to the homwopathic practice., It may be
allowed, in reference to this hospital, to quote a
gentleman of the other school. Dr. Wilde in his
work, entitled Austria and the Austrians, says :—

“ Whatever the opponents of this system may put forward
against it, I am bound to say, and I am far from being a homeeo-
pathic practitioner, that the cases 1 saw treated by it in the
Vienna hospital were fully as acute and virulent as those that
have come under my observation elsewhere; and the statistics
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shew that the mortality is much less than in the other hospitals
of the city. Knolz, the Austrian ‘ Protomedicus,” has published
those for 1838, which exhibit a mortality of but five or six per
cent.,, while three similar institutions on the allopathic plan,
enumerated before it in the same tables, shew a mortality as
high as from eight to ten per cent.” (p. 277.)

In the United States of America, where homaeo-
pathy was introduced earlier than in this country,
the number of its medical adherents exceeds 1,000.

Dr. Pulte, of Cincinnati, on his recent visit to this
country said, that,—

“IIe went to Cincinnati eight years ago, when the name of
homaeopathy was scarcely known, and at the time of revisiting
Europe, there were eleven practitioners, besides himself, and five
students, who would be in practice the following year, and that
fully one half of the more enlightened portion of the inhabi-
tants, in a population of 150,000, were supporters of the system.”
A specimen of progress it has not been our fortune
to witness in this country.

In Great DBritain, homwopathy was first intro-
duced by Dr. Quin, the president of the British
ITomeopathic Seciety, than whom, as the apostle of
the system in this country, none better deserve the
thanks of its adherents, for uncompromising zeal in
advocating its claims, and ability in preserving it
from the stain of corrupt practices. The number of
practitioners in this country is shewn by the follow-

ing tables :—

HOM@EOPATHIC PRACTITIONERS
IN ENGLAND AND SCOTLAND, IN THE YEAR 1840.

Drs. Quin, Belluomini, Simpson,

] B el PR e s l Gt it Tk Brenkiad
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KIDDERMINSTER....00uveans Dr. Rosenstein
LEAMINGTON .oot vsssseennns Dir. Sutherland

TR e e ey e Mr. Hewitt

[ 9 Py g AR e SN R Dr. Macleod

B0y Gt e B e B N Drs, Irvine and Cresswell
LETOPETER «osvesinnnnnsvessh Dr. Hanson

LIVERPOOL occovssasssivasnns
- and Mr. Moore

MATDETONE ovocosisnsanssnsny Mr. Watson

1 g e WS W Drs. Gully, Marsden and Stummes

{ Dr. Walker, and Messrs. Phillips,
Harrison, MeDowal and Matthews

{ Drs. Drysdale, Roche, and Hilbers,

MANCHESTER .coveeevonennnns

NEWCASTLE-UPON-TYXE... Dr. Hayle and Mr. Elliott
NOBWIOE .. :ccissiiniiicsion Mr. Hale

Isre oF WIGHT.....ccvenuue Dr. Lowder

BHEFFIELD soscscsersnnssansss Mr. Smith
SOUTHAMPTON ..coveucsesens Dr. Wilmot

SurTton COLEFIELD ..... . Dr. Freer

TADNTON ... vos sasswann nes Mr. Blake
IHUERGLS Lonlas it s Mr. Mill

gl b7 v e T Rl e Dr. Mackintosh
WICEWAR DT et Dr. Stokes

There are also four Veterinary Homeeopathic Practitioners, viz.—
one in Londen, one in Manchester, one in Huddersfield, and one in
Halifax.

Nearly all these gentlemen practised upon the
old system, before their conversion to homaopathy ;
and it is worthy of notice, that there is no instance
on record of a homceopathist returning to the old
practice. In addition to the above names, there
are several hundred medical men who partially practice
according to the homceeopathic method ; and many
of the younger members of the profession are dili-
gently investigating it.

We cannot better sum up this part of our sub-
ject than by again quoting the talented editor of
the British and Foreign Medical Review :— .

“ But homwopathy comes before us in a much more imposing
aspect, and claims our attention on grounds which cannet be
gainsaid. It presents itself as a new art of medicine, as a mode
of practice utterly at variance with that long established in the
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world ; and claims the notice of mankind on the irresistible
grounds of its superior power of curing diseases and preserving
human life. And it comes before us now, mot in the garb of a
suppliant, unknown and helpless, but as a conqueror, powerful,
famous, and trinmphant. The disciples of Hahnemann are
spread over the whole civilized world: thers is not a town of
any considerable size in Germany, France, Italy, England, or
America, that does not boast of possessing one or more Homeeo-
pathic physicians, not a few of whom are men of high respect-
ability and learning, many of them in large practice, and
patronized especially by persons of high rank. New Books on
homeeopathy issue in abundance from the press, and journals
exclusively devoted to its cause are printed and widely circulated
in Europe and America. Numerous hospitals and dispensaries for
the treatment of the poor on the new system have been established,
many of which publish reports blazoning its successes not merely
in warm phrases, but in the hard words, and harder figures of
statistical tables. The last trinmph which Homeeopathy has
achieved, is the conversion of the Professor of Iathology in the
University of Edinburgh, from the old faith. As an established
form of practical medicine, as a great fact in the history of our
art, we must ‘nolentes volentes,” consider homeeopathy.”

Since the above was written two other professors
in the University of Edinburgh are known to favour
this system, and at a late capping” (for the
degree of M.D.,) eight of the newly ecreated doctors
avowed their adhesion to homoeeopathy.*®

Enough, I trust, has now been said, to shew, that
homaopathy possesses much truth and value; that it
is worthy the consideration of the humane, the phi-

* Every year gives us something new to record in the develope-
ment of this science. The year 1850 will be amongst the most
notable in its history in this country, for it has seen the establish-
ment of three hospitals, exclusively devoted to this mode of practice.
Two of these are in London, and one in Manchester,
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himself, or to the, as yet, limited powers of the materia
medica, and not to the method of practice. To the
homcopathist, then, his law of healing is, in no small
measure, what the mariner’s compass is to the naviza-
tor. His Materia Medica is his chart, which he must
evermore study.®

Attention to diet is enforced, as a matter of common
sense. Two simple rules compose the whole subject :
the first is, that the patient should use nothing in the
way of diet which is hurtful to him in general, or
under the present circumstances ; the second is, that
the patient should, while under homeopathic treat-
ment, abstain from the use of condiments, spices, and
the like, which are in fact medicinal, and would in-
terfere with the specific treatment. It has been ob-
jected that homeeopathy is not a medical practice, but
one of diet simply. This objection is altogether un-
founded. We cure children and infants of acute and
other diseases, whose diet is not at all changed.

Homceopathy is a medical practice, and the object
of these illustrations is to shew, in brief, that it is so.
It is not only a medical practice, but as we homceo-
pathists believe, it is the best. We have arrived at
this conelusion in despite of the prejudices of our edu-
cation, from the irresistable force of our convietion,
and becanse experience, which is the great test of
truth, year by year, adds confirmation to our faith.

The first two of the following cases are by Habne-
mann, and they are the more interssting as being the
only two he was ever prevailed upon to publish.

* The book which contains an account of the nature and pro-
perties of all medicines,
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express her fears that the smallness of the means
might not be sufficient to remove so violent an inflam-
mation, and begged that he might be bled or cupped,
as on the former occasion. Upon making a few in-
quiries, I learned that a little moisture had appeared
upon the skin since taking the medicine, and knowing
this to be a favourable omen, I requested that the
medicine might be continued a few hours longer.

At two in the afternoon, I found that the perspira-
tion on the skin, which, though slight after the first
dose, had increased with each succeeding one, was
now considerable, and that the pain was certainly
upon the whole less violent,

At seven in the evening, I saw him again, and found
that the perspiration had continued during the after-
noon, and was now profuse over the whole body, and
that the pain was so much relieved as to permit him to
take an ordinary inspiration without pain, although a
deeper one still caused a sharp catching in the side.

On the 14th. He had passed a good night, notwith-
standing occasional fits of coughing, and was able to sit
up, and no longer felt any pain. For the cough he got
Mercurius, and subsequently Senega and Sulphur,

On the 16th, the third day of his illness, he resumed
his employment, that of a clerk in an office, having on
the former occasion been three weeks confined to the
house from a less severe attack.

-

Case V.—TooTHACHE.

Juory 3rd, 1848.—A young lady of a mild and un-
complaining disposition, who suffered much from
toothache, and had many decayed teeth, sought some
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vegained its"wonted expression, and her convalescence
proceeded without any return of the pain,

Case VIL—Perrronitis, (Inflammation of the
tnvesting membrane of the Bowels).

I was called to see, on the 23rd December, 1846, Mrs,
M., azed sixty-eight, about eight o’clock in the even-
ing. She had taken cold a few days ago, and duriﬁg
the last twelve hours had felt a sharp pain in the
bowels, increasing in severity with each succeeding
hour. The pain was so severe as to oblige her to lie
perfectly still and motionless, with her knees drawn
up, and her shoulders supported by pillows. She
could not bear the slightest pressure upon the bowels,
and dreaded even the bed-clothes touching the seat of
the inflammation. She had taken no food during the
day, but had drank water unceasingly to assuage her
thirst. The tongue was dry and coated ; the pulse
made 120 beats in a minute, and felt hard and wiry.
All the natural secretions were diminished. Not-
withstanding her age, I felt assured from the high
tone the inflammation had assumed, that Aconite
would free her from all danger on that ground, but I
was not without apprehension for the sequences, which
might be more severe than she could bear up against.
I ordered,—Two drops of the Tincture of Aconite of
the 3rd potency, to be taken every hour. On the
morning of the 24th, I found that she had been rest-
less during the night, and talking incoherently in her
sleep, the pain in the bowels, however, was something
easier, for she could bear to be gently pressed upon









