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xii
or any other practice worthy of notice, must
ultimately find its most powerful recommenda-
“tion. In these attempts I do notseek to detract
from the merit of any author, particularly of
my cotemporaries ; nor is it my wish to refuse
an ample measure of justice to the aids I re-
ceive. Ihave through life been willing to give
every thing to others, and to reserve nothing
for inyself, but the consciousness of not having
spared pains to discover, to possess myself of,
and to apply the abilities of the profession
for its service. I mever seek, from motives
of narrow policy, to suppress any autho-
rity, nor to thwart any one in his career;
but am always ready, to the height of my
means, (and they fall very short of my desires,)
to forward those abilities which overpower my
own. He who has no other materials to work
with, than what are within himself, must indeed
be badly provided for, in any undertaking. Poor
in my own faculties, I seek and consider myself
rich in the talents of others; but every man is
in duty bound to contribute his portien,
however small, to the mass of general' know-























































































































































































































































































