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SHORT ACCOUNT

OF THE

fMagdalen Bogpital.

- - R R

THE Governors of this Charity are con-
cerned to find how much the design of this
most humane and benevolent Institution,
and the mode of admission into the House,
are musunderstood ; and how much its exist-
enice 1s unknown to a great number of those
unfortunate persons, for whose relief and
welfare it was established. They are de-
sirous of diffusing, as widely as possible,
the knowlege of the benefits proceeding
from 1t, and are convinced that some ex-
planation of its nature, and a short ac-
count of its proceedings, must tend to re-
commend it to the Public. Its object is
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the relief and reformation of wretched out-
casts from society; and the principle on
which it is founded gives it, surely, some
title to the countenance and favour of the
Public, and particularly of the FEMALE
SEx ; and her Most Gracious Majesty has
set the example, by taking this Hospital
under her more immediate patronage. And
what can possibly be an object more wor-
thy of their care, than the rescuing from the
deepest woe and distress the most miser-
able of their fellow-creatures ; leading them
back from vice to virtue and happiness ; re-
conciling the deluded and betrayed daugh-
ter to her offended mother; and restoring
hundreds of unfortunate young women to
industry, again to become useful members

of that community i which Providence
has placed them?

The Macparen HosprTarn was opened
in the year 1758. During th.e period that
it has subsisted, more than two-thirds of the
women, who have been admitted, have
been reconciled to their friends, or placed

i1



5

in honest employments or reputable ser-
vices. Of this number some, undoubtedly,
have relapsed into their former errors ; but
many, who left the House at their own
request, have since behaved well ; and se-
veral of those discharged for improper be-
haviour have, to the certain knowlege of
the Committee, never returned to evil
courses. A very considerable number are
since married, and are, at this moment,
respectable members of suciet}"; and, could
their names and situations be disclosed,
(which, for the most obvious reasons,
would be highly improper) the very great
utility of this Charity would appear in the
strongest light.

A Prosatronary Wirp has been in-
stituted for the young women on their first
admission ; a separation of those of dif-
ferent descriptions and qualifications has
been established ; and Apartments have
been fitted up in the Lodge of the Hospital,
for the residence of the Chaplain, the
Reverend Mr. PRINCE, and his family ;
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that he may with the greater facility con-
tinue to devote his time and attention to
~ the instruction of the women, in the same
most satisfactory manner in which he hags
hitherto performed all the duties of his
situation.

Fach class is entrusted to its particular
Assistant, and the whole is under the in-
spection of the Matron. This separation,
useful on many accounts, 1s peculiarly so to
a numerous class of women, who are much
to be pitied, and to whom this Charity has
been very beneficial ; viz. Young women,
who have been seduced from their friends, un-
der promise of marriage, and have been de-
serted by thewr seducers. 'They have never
been in public prostitution, but fly to the
MacparLeN to avoid it. Their relations,
in the first moments of resentment, refuse
to receive, protect, or acknowlege them ;
they are abandoned by the world, without
character, without ﬂ:iends, without money,
without resource ; and wretched indeed is
their situation! To such especially this

House
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House of Refuge opens wide its doors ; and,
instead of being driven by despair to lay
violent hands on themselves, and to super-
add the crime of self~-murder to that guilt
which is the cause of their distress, or of
being forced by the strong call of hunger
into prostitution, they find a safe and quiet
retreat in this abode of peace and reflection.
To rescue from the threatening horrors of
prostitution such victims of the most base
and ungenerous arts, }FhDSE ruin has fre-
quently been more owing to their unsus-
pecting innocence than to any other cause,
to restore them to virtue and industry, af-
ter one false step, and to reconcile their
friends to them, are considerations of the
greatest magnitude. The Committee ge-
nerally give these young women the pre-
ference, because they are almost certain of
the best consequences ; for it scarcely ever
happens but their relations relent, when,
by taking shelterin this House, they have
given so strong a proof of their determi-
nation to quit a vicious way of life.

The
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The method of proceeding for the ad-
mission of women into this Hospital is as
follows : The first Thursday in every Month is
an Admission-Day ; when, sometimes, from
twenty to thirty petitioners appear, who,
without any recommendation whatever, on ap-
plying at the door, to the Clerk, receive
a printed form of petition gratis, which 1s
properly filled up. Each petition 1s num-
bered; and a corresponding number is given
to the petitioner herself. They are called
in singly before the Board, and such ques-
tions are put to them, as may enable the
Committee to judge of the sincerity of
their professions and to ascertain the truth
of their assertions. If a parent, relation,
or friend, has accompanied them, (which,
though not necessary, is very desirable,
and is very frequently the case) these are
also called in separately and examimed, with
a view to confirm and strengthen, if true,
or to disprove, if false, the account given
by the women themselves. The Committee
take particular pains to select for admission
the most deserving; as it often happens
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that there are but few vacancies. In the
next place, they endeavour, to the best of
their ability, to assist such other petition-
ers, as appear thoroughly resolved to amend
their lives. Many are reconciled to their
friends, by the interposition of the Com-
mittee, even without being admitted into
the House ; and others are supported until
a vacancy takes place, that they may not
be compelled by want to return to their
evil ways. Women, whilst diseased, or
pregnant, are not admissible, being objects
for other Hospitals.

The treatment of the women is of the
gentlest kind. They are instructed in the
principles of the Christian Religion, in
reading, and in several kinds of work, and
the various branches of household employ-
ment, to qualify them for service, or other
situations, wherein they may honestly earn
their bread. The Chaplain attends them
daily, to promote and encourage their good
resolutions, and to exhort them to religion
and virtue. The Sacrament of the Lord’s

Supper
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Supper is administered on the Great Festi-
vals, and at other stated times ; when many
of the young women, who have been some
time in the House, and who, after having
themselves expressed their wish to be in-
structed in this duty, have been considered
by the Chaplain as sufficiently informed
and prepared for it, receive it with the
most serious attention.

The time they remain in the House varies
according to circumstances. The greatest
pains are taken to find out their relations
g,lld friends, to bring about a reconciliation
with them, and, if they be people of cha-
racter, to put them under their protection:
if, however, the young women are destitute
ot such friends, they are retained in the
House till an opportunity offers of placing
them in a reputable service, or of procuring
them the means of obtaining an honest live-
lithood. No YOUNG WOMAN, WHO HAS BE-
HAVED WELL DURING HER STAY IN THE
HOUSE, IS DISCHARGED UNPROVIDED FOR.

ADVER-
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F OUR General Courts are holden in every year; viz.
on the last Wednesday in January, April, July, and
October, when every Governor may be present.

At the General Court in April the Committee and
all Officers, except the President, are elected.

The Committee, consisting of Thirty-two Governors,
meet at the Hospital every Thursday, ai Twelve o’ Clock
precisely, except on the first Thursday of every Month,
when they meet at Eleven ; and two of them in rota-
tion atiend at the Chapel every Sunday, at Morning
and Evening Service, when a Collection 1s made pre-
viously to Admission. The Hours of Divine Service are a
Quarter after Eleven in the Forenoon, and a Quarter
after Swx in the Evening.

This Account of the Institution, the By-Laws and
Regulations for its management, the Psalms and Hymns
used in the Chapel, and a correct List of all the Bene-
factors, Subscribers and Governors, may be bhad at the
Hospital ; and are sold, for the Benefit of the Charity, by
F. C.and J. Rivington, Booksellers, in St. Paul’s Church-
Yard ; and Mr. Triphook, Stationer to the King, St.
James’s Street.

A Subscription of Twenty Guineas or more at one
Time, or of Five Guineas per Annum for Five successive
Years, is a Qualification for a Governor for Life; and
an Annual Subscription of Five Guineas, for a Gover-
nor for one Year; lbut smaller Subscriptions or Do-
nations are thankfully received.

Subscriptions






