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the city; indeed there wasno need of them, ..
for quarrels and divifions about intereft had
ceafed; every body was at peace. It was

- alfo worthy of obfervation, as well as full of

inftruétion, to remark with what eagernefs
the people, of all perfuafions, embraced the
opportunities they had of a.tending upon the
public worfhip, and other appointed times
of devotion, as humiliations, faftings, and
public conféflion of fins, to implore the
mercy of Gop, and turn away the judg-
ments which hung over their heads. - The
churches were fo thronged, that there was
often no coming near; no, notto the very
door of the largeft churches. There were
alfo daily prayers appointed, morning and
evening, at which the people attended with
uncommon devotion.  All plays and public
places, which had begun to increafe among
us, were neglelted ; the gaming-tables, pub-
lic dancing-rooms, and mulic-houies, which
had multiplied, and begun to debauch the
maaners of the people, were fhut up and
- dupprefled, finding no trade; for the minds -
of the people were generally humbled and
employed with other things. Death was be-
fore their eyes, and every body began to
-think of their graves, The infeétion con-
. tinued
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" out of a window. A watchman had been

employed to watch at the door of a houfe,
which was infeCted and fhut up; both him-
Aelf, and the day watchman, attgnﬂed there
a day and two nights. All this while no
‘noife had been heard, nor lights feen in the
-houfe, neither had they called for any thing
It feems, that two or three days before, the
~dead-cart had ftopped there, and a fervant
maid had been brought down to the door
‘dead, wrapped only in a rug, which the bu-
riers had put interthe cart and carried away.
The next day the watchman heard a great
- crying and fcreaming in the houfe, which
he fuppofed was occafioned by fome of the
family dying juft at that time; upon which
he knocked at the door a great while: at
laft one looked out, and- faid with an angry
quick tone, and the voice of one who was
crying, “ What d’ye want?”” He anfwered,
¢« I am the watchman, How do you do?”

- 'The perfon replied, ¢ Stop the dead-cart.”” |

‘This ' was about one o’clock;- foon after he
ftopped the dead-carty and then knocked
- again, but nobody anfwered. He continued
~ knocking, and the bell-man called feveral
times, * Bring out yourdead;” but nobody
anlwered ; and the man who drove the cart,

being
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This difcourfe had thocked my refolation,
and.I itood wavering a good while; but juft
then hearing the bellman, and the cart loaded
with dead bodies appearing, I went in.—
T here was nobody that I could perceive, at
firlt, with the cart, but the buryers, and the
man who led the cart; but when they came
to the pit, they faw a man mufiled io a cloak,
who appeared in great agony. The bu-
riers immediately gathered about him, fup-
pofing he was one of thole poor delirious,
or defperate creatures, who would fome-
times run to the pit, wrapt in blankets, and
throw themfelves in; and, as they faid, bury
themfelves. When the buryers came: to
him, they foon found he was neither ‘def-
_perate nor diftempered in mind, but one
opprefled with a dreadful weight of grief, -
having his wife and feveral children, all
~in the cart that was juft come in with him,
and he following in agony and excefs of -
grief. He calmly defired the buryers to let
‘him alone, and faid he ‘would only fee the
bodies thrown in, and go away; fo they
left begging him; but no foener was the cant
turned round, and the bodies thot into the
pit all together, which was a furprife to him,
for' he at leaft expected they would have
RN
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off the infeCtion, was holding garlick and

rue in his mouth, and {moaking tobacco;
this account I had from himfelf; his wife
ufed to wafh her head in vinegar, and fprin-
kle her clothes fo with it as to keep it moift;
and if the fmell of any of thole the waited
on was more than ufually bad, fhe fnuffed
vinegar up her nofe, put it over her cap, and
held a handkerchief with it to her mouth.
And here I muft not omit mentioning
the difpofition of the people of that day
with refpect to their charities, which indeed
were very large, both in a publick and pri-
vate way. Some pious ladies were {o zea-
lous in this good work, and fo confident in

the protection of providence in the difcharge
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of this great duty, that they went about

giving alms, and wl’itmg the poor families

who were infected, in their very hoimes, ap-
pointing nurfes and apothecaries to fupply

them with what they wanted. Thus giving
their bleflings to the poor, in folid relief, as

well as hearty prayers for them. T will not
undertake to fay that none of thefe charita-
-+ ble people were fuffered to die of the plague;
but this I may fay, that I never knew any
of them mzﬁ:arry in their pious work, which
‘T mention for tiie encuuragtment of others
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longer Enqur ed what condition the people

who fat near them were ingbut came with-
out the leaft caution, and crowded together,
as if their lives were of no confequence,
compared with the work which they were
come about. Indeed their zeal in coming,
and the earneftnefs and affectionate atten-
tion they thewed to what they heard, madé
it manifet what value péople weuld put
upon the worthip'of God, if they thought
every day they attended at the chu;ch might

-be their laft. Sl

It was in the hmght of this defpalr it
plealed God to ftay his hand, and to flacken
the violence of the contagion, in.a manner
as furprifing as that of its beginning; and
which fhewed it to be his own particular
hand.  Nothing but Almighty power could

~‘have done it; the-diforder defpiﬁ:d all medi-

cine, death raged in every corner, "and had it
gone on as it dld then, a few weeks more
would have cleared the town of all its
inhabitants,

In that very moment, when thirty thou-
fand were dead in three weeks, nay, whenit
was reported three thoufand died in one
night, and an hundred thoufand were taken
fick; when we might well fay, ¢ Vain was

the






| o

§i The Author, whe was preferved unhurt, -

i with his whole family, during the time of
his ficknefs, gives in his hitory a particular
account of the many reafonings and fears
which affeted his mind, before he could
come to a fized refolution, whetlier to ftay
and take his lot in the ftation in which God
had placed hun, or, by leaving the city, run

~ thechance of unfettling himfelf, and of lofing
his effets, which lay fcattered about. At
the earneft intreaties of his brother, he con-
cluded to go; but, being always crofled in
this defign, by feveral accidents, it came,
one morning, as he exprefies it, very warmly
in his mind, whether thefe repeated difap-
pointments, were not intimations to him,
that it was the will of heaven he fhould not
go; which was fucceeded byanother thought,
that if this hint were from God, he was able
to preferve him, in the midit of all death and
‘dangers that could furround him; and that
ol attempted to fecure himfelf, by fleeing
from his habitation, and a&ting contrary to
thefe intimations, which he believed divine,
1t was a kind of flying from God, who could
caufe his juftice to overtake him, whﬂn and
where he thought fit.

But
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