Aesculapius: a poem. Humbly inscribed to the Hon. Sir Hans Sloane, Bar't,
President, the fellows and the rest of the members of the Royal College of
Physicians.

Contributors

Sloane, Hans, Sir, 1660-1753.
Royal College of Physicians of London.

Publication/Creation
London : Allan Clark, 1721.

Persistent URL

https://wellcomecollection.org/works/jfu99knr

License and attribution

This work has been identified as being free of known restrictions under
copyright law, including all related and neighbouring rights and is being made
available under the Creative Commons, Public Domain Mark.

You can copy, modify, distribute and perform the work, even for commercial
purposes, without asking permission.

Wellcome Collection

183 Euston Road

London NW1 2BE UK

T +44 (0)20 7611 8722

E library@wellcomecollection.org
https://wellcomecollection.org



http://creativecommons.org/publicdomain/mark/1.0/

Alcula pius : 597

A

PO

HUMBLY INSCRIBED
BON T HE

Hon® Sir Haus Sloane, Bar’t Prefident .
| ¥ HE

FELLOWS and the REST of the ME M-

BERS of the Royal College of

PHYSIC]IANG
LO;N@GN:

Printed by Alan Clark, in Blew- Anchor-yard,
Rofemary-Lane, 1721,







A Jeulapius, a POET

: l 'HE Chaos lay in wild Confufion hurl’d,
Betore th® Almighty form’d this beautious World,

Contending Matter then Ufurp’d its fway,

The lefler Force the greater Pow’r Obey :
Til’ the Great Architelt Himfelf difplay’d,
Then jarring Elements at Peace were laid.

No longer Chaos did it‘s Force maintaia,

But oer the whole delightiul Peace did Reign.

From
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From hence you azure Sky deriv'd its Height,
Where Mpyriads of refulgent Ords of Light,
Difpliy their Beauties in the filent Night.

Whilft others Circling round the diftant Pole,

In their tranfparent Paihs of o#ther roul,
Where undifturb’d their conftant Courfe they run,
And there as in a Center fix’d the Sun ;
Tran{mits its {plendor to the pale fac’d Moon.
Which o’er the rowling Billows doth prefide,
And by her pow’r gives Motion to the lude;
Whofe conftant Courfe it*s perfe&t Order knows,
The certain Periods~of its Ebbs and Flows :
Hence the refulgent Sun deriv’d it's Birth,
Hence f{prang the early Motion of the Karih:
All thefe fubfervient to their M AKER’s Will,
Their conftant Courfe they readily Fulfill.

E

In
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In brighteft Glory then th’ Almighty ftood,
Survey’d his Works and faw they all were good ;
Each the Refult of his peculiar Care,

In lafting Charaéters themfelves Declare :

Nonebut a GOD Ommipotsnt could Frame
Creation’s wond’rous Works which all Proclaim, %

TIh’ Eternal fapience of his Sacred Name.

But when the Trumaty at firlt began,
To Form an Image like it’s felf call’d Man,

A Pow'r Omm'fatfﬂr was then reveal’d

Which from Eternity had lain conceal’d :

His wond’rous Pow’r was then confpicuous {hown,

More then in all the #orks before he’d done.
B Man
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Man was with Reafon clad, a living Sud,
Th’ Almighiy gave his Paffians to concroul.

All o’re furprize, we then this Form beheld,

Inwhich Ten Thoufand Wonders do themfelves unfold,

His Nervous Limbs Confummate Art exprefs,

And every Motion does the fame Confefs :

The lovely Form attralts the Soul to Gaze,
Such Excellence does Admiration raife;

How 1n the curious Texture of the Bram ;
Thofe {ubtil Spirats do themfelves Contain,
How the fame Sperits readily Convey,

Their quickning Aid, when they the Will Obey.
How various Fluids thro’ their Fslters move,

By Per[piration how we lighter prove,

And
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And how the purple Mafs in Fevers burns,

Why Intermiffions have their Fixt returns,

How the great {pring of Life it’s motion fhows,
And how the Blwd in Circulation Flows,

How different Ferments their effelts produce,
Wh% the fecretion of the Bilous juice.

Why buly Nature forms the Silver Chile,

How in meander’d Trads it moves a while ;
’Till by Progreflive motion gently prefs'd,

It’s kindly by the Crimfon Fleed embrac’d.
How the peculiar Sizuclure of the Glands,

With wondrous Texture form‘d by Natures Hands,

Have each their different Ufe and Pow*r afhgiid, 3
How Fluids flow from thence of different kind, §

Themfelves divide and are again conjoyn‘d. :
With
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With tran{port fiext we view the beautious Eye,
That radiant Ord form*d by the Diety.
See its Spheroidal Shape, its Iucid Coat,

Contain‘d in which, the vifive Humours Float:
How by united Rays ot pureft Laght,

Objects tranfmitted there compofe the Sighs.

Britam with diftant Natiwons may contend,
Superior Art and Skid her Sons attend,
In every Sczence they have brightly Shin‘d,
Some to Affairs of State their thoughts confin®d :
Like faithful Patriots of their Countries good,
When threatning Dangers preft have firmly food.
| Whilft
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Whilft others have purfu’d the awful Bar,
And there alone have center’d all their Care.
Others in Speculations foar on High,
And view Creation’s Glory in the ample Sky ;
Some have defcrib’d the diftance of the Stars,
Fixt and Revolving round the Heav’uly Spheres,

From thence foretell when Devaftation’s near,

When fatal Comets will again appear.

Otbhers in too Mifterious paths have trod,
To comprehend the Effence of a GOD;

Vain wicked Man who thus attempts to pry,

Into th’ Miftick Union of the Trumuty.

Some with affiduous Care themf{elves apply,

To ftudy Nature in her purity.
C Others
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Uthers the furface of the verdant Fields
Ranfack, to fearch what T'reafures Nature yields.
The reft from fragrant Shrubs their Gumms colle,
And fecret qualities of Plants infpect.
Whilft others Nature’s fertil Womb explore,
And glittering Beds unveil of fhining Ore,
There Metals undifturb’d fecurely reft,
Til> Man by avaritious Temper prefs'd,
Tears up the Bowels of the horrid Glosm
From whence Rich Gemims, and tempting Gold do’s come,
Thus Worldly Men by their repeated Toils,
Plunder the Teeming Farth of richeft Spoils.
Man’s reftlefs Sou! to diﬁaﬁt views deth tend,

Projefts on Projelts forms to gain his End ;
O’re
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O're raging Seas to vifit Climes unknown,
Some have on fruitlefs Fxpeditions gone,
Others from thence convinc’d have ceas’d to Roam,

And by prudential Caution ftay’d at Home.

Thus Men by different Inclinations led,
By Reafon govern’d, or by Paffion {way'd,
Form to themfelves Defigns of different views,
Which they thro’ all their various Ways purfue. .
To trace the Heav'nly Bodies fome afpire,
And their bright Souls with Emulation Fire ;
Hence they recount the Caufes how they move,

Why fome are Fixt and why the reft do Rowe..
Why
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Why fome at certain Seafons of the Year ;
Difplay themfelves fo foon to Difappear :
How thole Celeftial Orbs of Light difpence »
Their fecret Pow’r and doubtful Influence ?
How they unite their Force when they’re combin’d 2
Todart their fatal Rays on human kind.
By learned Arguments the Wonders clear’d,
Confummate Fudgment has the Cavfe declar’d.
Others from Particles of Matter joyn‘d,
From nitrous Bodies in the Air contin®d ;
Have told how pureft Swow and Storms of Hual,

By their alternate Changes do prevail.

How from the Sun‘s attractive Powr the Man ?

A Part refigns to make the fruittul Rain,
How



(13')
How the fame Ram from burthen‘d Clouds deltends!
And to the thirfty Earth refrefhments lends.
How lowly Shrubs and lofty Ceders ftand ?
Secure trom Storms by Nature’s ftrengthning Hand ;
How the nutritious Juice to them’s convey’d »
Why thefe for Sight and thofe for Ufe were made?
The Yearly Tribute of the gratefal Sprong,
Frome Natures Lap docs fragrant Odours bring :
Which thro’ the Breezes of retrefhing A,
To languid Spirits gives a Quick repair.
Otbers the Healing pow’r of Plants do try,
And by Experience taught, the fame Apply
To Human Nature, when o’er pawer’d with I/s,
Or when opprefive Weight her Fabrick Feels.
D When
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When latent Canfes touch the curious Spring,
Of Nature’s Frame, and do diforders bring :

Or when the Sinewy Limbs their force unbend,
Or to 1rregular contiactions tend,

Convul fions make her noble Fabrick quake,

And Nature thus opprefs’d her Pillars fhake,

Violumes on Volumes are with Skill Compos'd,

Thewhich theHealing pow’r of beautiousPlants difclofe.

Thus Man to ferve his Fellow-Creature ftrove,
And in expreflive Terms declar’d his Love ;
He to the wond’ring #orld aloud doth tell,

Where the Infirmities of Nature Dwell.
On
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On what the brittle Thread of Life depends,
And how Ten Thouland Accidents attend
Nature’s Oeconomy, how latent Fures,
Exert their raging Force, til’ Nature’s {clf expires.
And why the Sulpbur of the Blood depreft,
The moving Fluds do the fame infeft.
How conftant Floods of f[erous Humours Glide ?
Thro’ all the Channels of the Purple Tzde?
And how its wat’ry Mafs the Form diftends ;
And the foft Testure of the veffels rends.
Others from Praclcal Experience tell,
When too much Suphur in the Mafs does dwell :

How by progreflive Fermentations there?

Tho’ flow it moves, yet doth the Man impair.

Qibers
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Others the fecret paths of Nature trace,
Unveil the darkned Womb of Human Race :
Where Matter in minutelt Forms they view,
Where fruitful Vature does her Work purfue.
- Thus each Excelling in a different Hrt,
Trealures ot Learning to ‘the World impart.

From us their Labours claim a due Reward,

And to their W ORKS we awe a jult Regard.

PHYSICK whien Firft it’s Lufant Face was feen,
With Innocence aray’d it’s humble Mesm ;
Declar’d the Beauty of it’s Native Drefs,
Then Simples chiefly did the Art Exprefs ;.

- Succeed-
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Succeeding Ages that Defe&t repair’d,
And by revolving Time Experience cleard
A brighter Path, in which th’ afpiring Maud,
Not to the Herbage of the Field contin’d ;
Might Form exalted Schemes deriv’d from thence,
More healing Cﬂmp;)unds to the World dupence.

So curious Artifis when they Form a Plan,
In due Proportion every Line they Scan,
Each Ariful firoke a different Way they try,
To Form from thence u perfect Symetry.

But as the Butlding rears it’s awful Head,

The Learned Artif by Experience lead,

Plots and Contrives fome Alteration there,

By which the PILE more fumptuous may appeaf.

E Britain’s
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Britwma’s Happy SO N’s her BleHinéShare,
And the Learn’d Faculty their SKILL declare, %
Affifted by a Providential Care.

But TOU Great SIR S, on whom indulgenf Heav'n
With bounteous Hand fo large a Share hath giv’n ;

Of healing Ski/ to which is join’d Succefs,
In the Mifterious Art Tou- AF Profefs :

Each Day aufpicious to Your Pradfice proves,

Such fhining Merit_greateft Homour gives.
The Poor afflsfled with impatience Mourn,

Til" Health by Your Preferiptions doth return,
Crown’d with fuccefs they each the Blefling feel,

As Heav'n propitious doth to Tvox Reveal, %

How by Your Art You may their fuff’rings HE;I, __
-
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Mankind for this their humble Tribute Pay,
To Your Great Names when they Your Works furvey.
Tho' You in Grandeurs Orb fublimely fhine,
Yet Labour for the Good of all Mankind.
So doth the Sun from lofty Clouds dupence,
On all it’s Rays and quickning Influence.
May Otbers from Your bright Examples learn,

Each i the different Sphere of Life difcern :
That Worldly Grandeuwr doth the Virtues try,

But to be Great and Good is true Hﬁmil::{ya_
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