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PREFACE.

HAVI N G had many months

notice that fome book was to
be publifhed againft the general hof-
pital at Bath, If{ent with great eager-
nefs for Dr. Baylies’ late wonderful
performance, and began to perufe it
with great attention, determin’d todi-
veft myfelf, if poflible, of all preju-
dice, and give due weight tc every
argument he made ufe of in fuppor-
ting his opinion ; and, as far as was
in my power, toendeavour to reme-
dy every mifmanagement that he had
difcovered in conduéting that chari-
ty. But how great was my furprize,
when inftead of a fair and candid ex-
amination into the mifmanagement

of the hofpital, I found a pamphlet

i

- {pun out by the art of the printer, by

A 4 dates
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dates and breaks in the {entences, to
the bulk of eighteen-pence, but con-
taining neither argument nor reafon,
and fill'd with dull repetitions, ufe-
lefs quotations, and private converfa-
tions mifreprefented and mifapplied.
Vext that the public thould be fo im-
pofed upon, I fat down determined
to anfwer It page by page, but found
every ftory repeated by the author, fo
ill grounded, and fo few things worth
taking any notice of, that I thought
it would be impofing on the pubilic,
if I took up their time on any thing
which fo little deferved an anfwer.

Having lately met with fome gen-
tlemen, who ftruck with the folemn
challenge in the preamble: to his que-
ries,* think every thing unanfwerable
becaufe not anfwered, J thought it

' my.
* From a perﬁfal of the preceding pages the following
queries natarally arife ; to which it is expetted that the per-

fous concerned will give prorer anfwers, unlefs they choofe,
by their filence, to own the charge,
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my duty, as a governor and well-
wifher to the charity, to give an an-
{wer to every thing aflerted in his
pamphlet, or the queries annexed to
it, in which the general hofpital is
concerned. I fhall therefore in this
preface take notice of fome fadts,

which could not fo well be included

in the anfwer to the queries,

And firft, as to the powerof the go-
vernors in calling a general court,
which the Dr. aflertscan be only held
on the 1t day of May. This Ap-
pears in itfelf abfurd, for the ele@ion
of the prefident, treafurers, commit-
tees, phyficians, furgeons, and regif-
ter are the proper bufinefs of the ge-
neral court, and if his aflertion was
regarded, the hofpital, by the death
of cither prefident, treafurers, or re-
gifter, or by the death or refignation
of the phyficians, or furgeons, may
be, for above eleven months, without

any
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any government at all, or care of the
patients, and what is ftill worfe, they
may labour as many months under
their mifmanagement. The a& of
parliament therefore intends that a
general court fhall be called at any
time, and, in this general court, gives
a power to the governors to remove
at ¢heir will and pleafure any perfon
fo ele&ed, and requires fourteen days
notice to be given of fuch general
court /o called ; for the general court
held on the firft of May, being the
day fixed by the a& of parliament,
is of public notoriety, and does not
require any fuch notice. = The gover-
nors have therefore done right in cal-
ling general courts from time to time
for the eletion of phyficians, on any
death or refignation, and in my opi-
nion have not only erred in not do-
ing the fame for the eleGtion’of gover-
nors, but have {fuffered the hofpital
to be many months without the aflif-

tance
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tance of its proper number of com-
mittees for want of fuch new eleéti-
on; and though the Dr. has laboured
this point through many pages, he
certainly does not himfelt think it ma-
terial, as he applied to be ele@ed a
payfician to the hofpital at a general
court which was not on the firft of
May, and confequently by his own af-
fertionsthey had no right to ele him,

The next thing I muft take notice
of, is his mifreprefentations relating to
a furgeon who was difcarded the hof:
pital. In his pamphlet, page 58 and
59, he quotes an order made June 3,
relating to the admiffion of furgeons;
and tells his readers, that by an order
made June 24, quoted in page 5o,
the reftraint in the tormer order was
taken off, and then infinuates that
thefe contraditory orders were made
to preclude a gentleman, who was af-

terwards {uf] pended and difmified with-

out
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out any reafon afligned. Any man
of common candour will fuppofe that
the order of June 3 was made when
the governors were not acquainted
with the cuftoms of Scotland, and was
repealed June 24 on further i nforma-
t'on, and any man of common honef-
ty, will think it usjuft to accufe the
governors of a charity of an omiflion
which they were not guilty of, and
which he might f:aﬁ]}r have 1n-
formed himfelf of, as appears from
the many - quotations from the {ame

minute book.

I muft now take noticeof his mif-
reprefentations relating to the patients,
and firft, of his affertion that the pa-
tients of the general hofpital are fuf-
fered to walk from the baths in their
wet bathing linen. I believe he will
on enquiry, find that the patients
who have been at the dry pump have
fometimes walk’d, in fummer, in dry

blankets



PREWHTE. vil

blankets from that pump, when the
chairmen have been employed in their
attendance on the bathing patients,
but none ever walked from the batl
in wet bathing linen, as he afferts ;
and I can venture to affure him that
the phyficians are {o averfe to fuch a
practice, that if he himfelf fhould
think it neceflary, in his next book,
to recommend that practice, to juftify
his worthy friend, who is faid to have
tried the experiment himfelf, and to
have recommended it to his patients,
he will not, with all his rhetorick, be
able to prevail on the phyficians of
the hofpital to allow it. As to his ai-
fertion relating to the quantity of me-
dicines ufed in the hofpital, I am told
it will turn out (for I have not cal-
culated it myfelf) not more than four
fhillings and fix-pence to each pati-
ent on an average ; and confidering
perfons in an hofpital are liable to have
fevers {mall-pox, and many other

difcafes
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difeales, foreign to the ufe of the wa-
ters, this allowance, at the higheft
rice his friends fet on their drugs,
will be found very low for Bath pati-
ents, In this calculation, bottles, gal-
lipots, and other things not apotheca-

ries drugs, are deducted out of the ac-
count.

And now, as no future pamphlet
from the fame author fhall ever pro-
voke me to print an an{wer to it. I
fhall take my leave of him with this
advice, never to cenfure other gentle-
men for interefted views, till he has
by a fteady and uniform behaviour,
convinc’'d the world he is entirely dif-
interefted himfelf, and I will venture
to affure him and his friends, that the
more the management of the hofpital
is enquired into and compared with
other hofpitals, the better it will be
approved of, and though no parade
is made of cures performed there,

which
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which interefted phyiicians would cer-
tainly have do'e, any perfon who at-
tends at the difmiflion of patients,
will fee the lame and cripples dance
and clap their hands for joy, and hear
the paralytick tongue fing allelujahs.

SHORT
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A

SHORT ANSWER

T kYA

SETT of QUERIES.

CUERTY 1

S not the aét of parliament for effablifbing a
I gemeral bofpital at Bath, an abfolute direétion

for the proceedings thereof 2 or have the gover-
nors a right to difregard thofe direétions, when Fbey
are not fubfervient 1o their private purpofes

ANS W LE R,

TrE aét of parliament is an abfolute direction
for the proceedings of the governorsof the gene-
ral hofpital at Bath ; who have made it the rule
of their condu& but where it is in any part ob-
fcure; they have thought themfelves at liberty to

B explain
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explain it in fuch a manner as appcared to be moft
confiftent with the good government of the cha-

rity ; to promote which was the fole end, and in-
tention of the act.

The latter partof the queftion is a malicious,
and fcandalous refle€tion on the conduét of all the
governors, who are men of fair charaéters, who
have fpent their money, time, and labour for
many years in the fervice of the charity, without
fee or reward, of any kind whatfoever, and there-.
fore cannot have deferved fuch injurious treatment,

QUERY IL

If the diretions of the al? are abfolute, why bave
not the governors chofen another phyfician to the bof-
pital, das often as any ¢f thofe they bave elefled have
died or refigned ?

ANS W E R.

Waen the hofpital was firft fet on foot, the
promoters of the charity thought it advifeable to
admit every eminent thﬁcian and furgeon, who
~ would take on themfelves the trouble of attending
gratis. Dr. Hartley, Dr. Boftock, and Dr. Brew-
fter, were therefore elefted phyficians, on théir
acquainting their friends that they were willing to
accept of it3 and Mr. Jones was eleted furgeon
at his own public requeft by letter. In the year
1747, when many phyficians reforted to Bath,
and the governors were apprehenfive that the cha-
tity might be injured by a larger number of gen-

' | tlemen
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tlemen offering themfelves as phyficians, than was
confiftent with the welfare of the charity, it was
thought better to limit the number to fix, and
that this ought to be done before any farther ap-
plications were made, Dr. Woodford and Dr.
Moyley were thercfore eleted purfuant to that
refolution.  As no number had been fixed either
by the act of parliament, or any fubfequent order
of a general court, there was no oceafion to take
notice of the deaths of Dr. Boftack and Dr. Rey-

ner.

As foon as the number was fixed to fix, the a&
of parliament was complied with, and on the firft
vacancy by Dr. Hartley’s refignation, Dr. Sum-
mers was ele¢ted, By the fame a&, which leaves
it in the power of the governors to appoint as
many or asfew phyficians as they pleafe, the go-
vernors did reduce the number fix to three again,
By that order a vacancy could not happen till the
number was reduced below three ; as foon as that
did happen, they chofe another phyfician to fill
up the vacancy, according to the act,

QUERY IIL

Why bas not the notice required by the afl for the
eletlion of a_ phyfician to the bofpitaly been corflantly
given, as ofien as the governors bave thought fit te
el.ét any one into that office ?

A'NESW ER.

- It does not appear that this form has ever been
neglected, Its not appearing in the books of the
oS M hofpital
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hofpital that it was conftantly obferved, is no
proof that it was not done, becaule the act does
not direé that it {hould be regiftered. The querift
allows that it has been obferved, though he is wil-
ling to fuppofe that it has not a/ways been fo. But
he cannot deny that whenever a phyfician was to
be ele@ted every governor upon the fpot has re-
ceived a written fummons to the enfuing general
court, in which the intention of the governors to
chufe another phyfician was always fpecificd. How
trifling is fuch a cavil! -.

QUERY IV.

By what authority bav: the inbabitants of Batb,
who are-poor and afflicted with dijeafes, for whick
Bath water: are reputed a cure, been excluded from
all chance of relief from the Bath hofpital, when the
alt entitles every fubjeél of Britain and Ireland to the
benefit of it ¢

A NS WE R,

By the authority of the a&, which in its pre-
amble * declares that the charity is intended for
the ufe of perfons whofe habitations are at a dif-
tance from Bath. The poor inhabitants of the

; city

«« * Whereas the medicinal and mineral waters of the city
¢ of Bath, in the county of Somerfet, have been found, by
¢ long experience, to give great relief to perfons labouring
¢ under, or being affli¢ted with divers difeafes, illnefles, or
“¢ diforders incident to human bodies ; but it very often hap-

pens,
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city of Bath have conftant opportunities for en-
joving the ufe of the waters; they never fail of
the advice of every phyfician of the place, when-
ever they apply for it, and the corporation have
an hofpital entirely under their own jurifdiction,
and appropriated to the ufe of {uch paupers as may
want the afliftance of the waters, and they do
chufe and appoint a phyfician to take care of them,
and pay him a falary yearly for that purpofe.|

QUERY 'V

When the governors from their experience in the
management of the hbofpital, found it expedient to
make orders or refolutions for regulating the conduéi
thereof, why bad they not the orders they mad: con-
verted into bye-laws by the [anilion of the bifbop
and judges?

ANS W ER.

Tue governors had a power of making any
new orders and revoking old ones, as exigencies
B 3 required.

¢ pens, that poor perfons fo afflited live at a great diftance

¢ from the faid city of Bath, and cannot bear the expence of
¢ going thither, and attending to ufe the faid waters, by
¢ reafon whereof great numbers of fuch poor perfons have
‘¢ been prevented %mm ufing and trying fuch waters for their
¢ benefit and relief.” See the ai, page 5, 6.

|| And the governors have fhew’d their defire of relieving
as many as poffible, by taking into the hofpital the fick poor
of the parifhes of Walcott and Widcomb, both which parifhes
lie within the precin&s, tho’ not within the city of Bath.
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required. * Therefore on the firft eftablithment
of the hpfpital they from time to time made fuch
orders as they thought expedient for regulating
their conduét, but as no time was limitted for ap-
plying for this approbation, they thought it un-
neceflary to carry all their orders to the bifhop
and judges for confirmation, as it would be at-
tended with an expence to the charity which the
act could never intend. After they had had fome
experience in the management of the holpital, a
committee was appointed to examine the feveral
orders they had made from time to time, and draw
up a fett of bye-laws, to be laid before the bithop
and judges for their approbation, and this com-
mittee were to make their report to the general

court on the firft of May, 1751. The gentle- -
IMen

«¢ * And be it further enafted by the authority aforefaid,
¢¢ that it fhall and may be lawful for the faid prefident and
¢ governors, in a general court aflembled as aforefaid, to
“ make, ordain, and conititute fuch, and fo many bye-laws,
¢ conftitutions, and ordinances, as to them, or the greater
¢ part of them, then and there prefent, fhall feem neceflary
¢¢ and convenient for the finithing the faid building, and for
¢ the better governing, regulating, ordering, and eftablith-
¢t ing of the faid hereby ereted corporation, and the officers,
¢ fervants, and perfons by them in and about the affairs to
¢ be employed of and concerning the faid hofpital and infir-
“ mary, and the fick perfons or patientsto be ‘taken therein
% under their care, and for the auditing the accounts of the
s« {aid hofpital ; and the fame bye-laws, orders, ordinances,
“ and conftitutions fo made to put in ufe accordingly, and at
*¢ their will and pleafure to revcke, change, and alter the
¢ fame ; which faid bye-laws, orders, and ordinances, foas
“< aforefaid made fhall be duly kept and obferved, fo always
¢ as the faid conftitutions, bye-laws, orders, and ordinances,
# be reafonable, and not contrary or repugnant to the fta.
** tutes, ‘cultoms, or laws of ¢his kingdom,” :
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qmen appointed, finding more difficulty in execut-
ing ths tafk, then they were at firft aware of, in-
ftead of making their report on the firft of May,
defired further affitance, and it was then referred
to the court of committees; there the matter
was frequantly debated, and the gentlemen were
of opinion, that as there were many ebjections to
the a& itfelf, which no bye-law could remedy, it
would be putting the charity to an ufelefs expence,
and giving the bifhop and judges a needlefs trou-
ble it they proceeded any f]arther, and that no in-
convenience could happen to the hofpital from de-
ferring it, till a new a& of parliament could be

obtained.

QUERY VL

When any perfon folicits to be a member of a fociety
who is able and willing to promote the ends for which
it was effabiifbed, what can jufbtify that fociety fer
making an order to prevent the admiffion of fuch per-
Jon among } them ? efpecially when they bave feen
the funds for fupportiug thofe ends confiderably aug-
mented in’ confequence of an order for the admiffion
of all gentlomen who were defirous to be members, and
the fame funds greatly diminifbed upon making an or-
der o the contrary effell.

ANS W ER.

Dok s any mar’s thinking himfelf able to pro-
mote theends of any fociety prove himtobe fo? If
the author of the query means himfelf, I can with

great truth anfwer him, that I think he was nei-
B4 ther
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- ther able nor willing. Conid the governors be
- juftified in ele@ing a man phyfician to an hofpital,

who declares his inability to do his duty there, as,
attaining a fufficient knowledge in the ufe of
th> Bach waters, was the motive he himfelf
alledged for applying? The preamble of the act
takes no notice of any perfon’s being ecleted, for
the Impmvumen[ of medical knowledge, but
plainly fays, the holpital was erected for the relief
and fupport of fuch indigent poor as were not
able, without fuch help, to procure to themfelves
any benefit from the Bath waters, therefore the
?ueri{t could not be elected till he had gained
uch experience as to be able to give the indigent
poor fuch relief, from the ufe of thofe waters.
As to his wxlhnbﬂefs to promote the ends of the
fociety his behaviour manifeftly difproves it. In
his letter to thtgnvtrnur*, atter faying, that he
fuppofed no gent'eman would from any private
motives 1mpede the utility of the hofpital, he
ufes the expreflion, ¢ perfevere in an open viola-
¢ tion of the ftatute’ :—The word, perfevere,
implies their having been guilty of fuch violation,
and a falfe accufation thews rather a willinguefs to
cifturb and injure thecharity, than to prnmate the
ends of it.

If a man appears to be of a lit'gious, quarrel-
fnme, unfociable temper, who has already done
all in his power to difturb the peace of a fociety,
by defaming all the members of it, can fuch a
man, without a moft confummate aflurance, fo-
licit the members of that fociety to adopt him
into their community ? But we cant wonder at his
nﬁmance in {uch a ftep, when we fee him hardy

enough
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-enough to affertin the fame query, that they (the
governors) had ¢ {een their funds confiderably
¢ augmented in confequence of an order for the ad-
miflion of all gentlemen who wete defirous to
“ be members’ 5 when no fuch order ever exifted,
or I believe wus ever thought of by any body
but himfelf §; nor could there be any occafion
for fuchan order, fince the aét of parliament has
provided for the admiflion of any gentleman to
be a governor of this charity by the following
claufe, which at the fame time prevents the go-
vernors from making any fuch exclufive order as
our hiftorian here faliely chargeth them with.

4

< And for the encouragement of fuch as fhall
be benefattors to fo good a defign, be it ena&-
ed, by the authority aforefaid, thatif any per-
fon charitably difpofed, hath, or fhall, at any
one or more payments, pay into the hands of
the treafurers ot the faid hofpital, for the time
being, the full fum of forty pounds, to and
for the charitable ufes and purpofes in this aé
mentoned, fuch perfon fhall be, and is hereby
declared to be, from the time of fuch payment
of {uch forty pounds as aforefaid, a governor of
the faid hereby ereéted corporation.” See page
36 of the act. -

& n A P P

» ~ Lo

Our hiftorian therefore may be admitted a
governor of this charity, whenever he chules to
comply with the terms of the aforefaid claufe.

I

$ Mr. Wood fpeaks of the time before the aét was made.
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If he had been pleafed to have addrefled the
mayor and corporation of Bath, in the fame po-
lite manner he did the governors of the hofpital,
by letting them know they were a parcel ofP rafl-
«cals, had broken their charter, and aéted contrary
to it for private ends, and purpofes, which de-
{erved the fevereft cenfure 3 but that if they would
«chufe him a common council-man he would fet
them all to rights 5 I fancy he would have met
with a little rougher treatment from thofe worthy
magiftrates.

QUERY VIL

Why bave the vacancies among ft the truflees been
gmera!h fupplied by the election of [ame Barh phyfi-
cian, furgeon, or apothecary, or fomeé perfon de-
pendent on them ?

AN S W ER.

Twe lift of the governors annually printed fhews
how little foundation there is for this charge.
By the laft printed account for the year 1758, it
appears that the number of governors is 107, 21
of which only are of the faculty. By the fame
lift it appears, that the number of committees i1s
35, 16 of which are of the faculty. The reafon
why thefe are fo many 1s, that the town does not
afford a number of gentlemen, who chufe to be
governors and will attend the bufinefs which re-
quires the prefence of feven to make a court every
week. The governors have always fhewn them-
fclves defirous of ‘having every gentleman, who

is
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is a fettled inhabitant of the place, and is a go-
vernor, to be of the committee, and have cleted
them as often as vacancies have happened, and
.they have been willing to accept the oifice, as ap-
pears by the lift.

QUERY WVIIL

Why bas one member of the committee beenm exclud-
ed for mom-attendance, and anotoer, who was then,
and for fome years after, out of the kingdom, chofee
in bisficad ?

ANS W E R.

Tuis query implies a falle fact, no member of
the committee, particularly Dr. Davies, was ever
excluded merely for non-attendance. In the year
1752 the governors received a letter from Dr.
Davies, which was read in the committee, and
which concluded in thefe words :

¢« That I may be more at leifure to pur-

¢ fue thefe defigns, I intend to wirkdraw from

all others of a public nature (the duties of my

profe(fion, whether to the rich or the poor, ex-

cepted) and therefore as my queftion was car-

ried in the negative, I think myf{:If no further

concerned in it, and rherefore fhould be glad if

this was the laft trouble 1 am to give to the

board of the Bath hofpital. I with you all
fuccefs in your undertakings, and am,

Gentlemen, your wery bumble Servant,
RI. DAVIES
When

P T S S S SR
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When this letter was read, it was thought rea-
fonable to comply with Dr. Davies’ requelt ; but
Dr. Hartley, who was then in the chair, faid,
that he attributed this letter to the heat of paflion,.
and that he hoped the writer might alter his refo-

lution, upon which the queftion was dropped,
and no more {aid of it at that time.

Thegovernors waited three years and and a half,
viz. from the date of this letter, November §,
1752, to May 1, 1756, in hopes that Dr. Da-
vies would have altered his refolution, but find-
ing that in all that period of time, he had atten-
ded but eight committees, one of which is held
every week, and had performed the duty of houfe
vifitor but twice, though he had been in Bath the
whole time, the governors could not but be con-
vinced that he had not altered his defire of being
no longer continued a member of the committee ;
at the general court held May 1, 1756, it was
thought reafonable to comply with his former re-
queft, and he was accordingly dilcontinued from
being of the committee.

The infinuation that Dr, Davies was left out of
the committee to make room for Dr. Oliver, jun
to be elected in his place, is entirely gruundlefs,
as appears from the order of the day, as follows:

Droered, that the following gentlemen be elecs
‘ted governors.

Dr William Oliver, jun ek CharlesDuke of Devon
Mr. Samuel Howle, i t_ ef {Charlea Hedges, Efg;
George Scott, Efg; room o § Mr, Paul Bertrand.

. Al deceafed.,

and
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and that Dr. Oliver, jun. Mr. Samuel Howfe,
and Mr. John Wood be of the committee, in
the room of Mr. Paul Bertrand, Robert Dingley,
Efq; and Dr. Richard Davies.

It appears from this order, that Mr. Howfe,
or Mr. Wood were as really chofen in Dr. Da-
vies’ room, as Dr. Oliver.

But the crime is exagerated by the hiftorian, by
his difcovery that Dr. Oliver was out of the king-
dom when he was ele&ed ; for once he fpeaks
truth : but it is as true, that at the time of his
election, Dr. Oliver was expected home very foon,
and if he had not been fo expeted, what end
could his being elected anfwer to himfelf or his
friends, who were very forry afterwards, when he
did not return according to their expectation, that
he had been elected at all.

QUERY IX

Are the phyficians to any, except the Bath kofpi-
tal, appointed prefident or deputy-prefident thereof ?
and bave not the phyficians 1o the Batb bofpital Jome
private ends in view from being fo appointed 2

ANSWE R.

N o phyfician was ever elected prefident of the
hofpital, except Dr. Frewin, who declinedit: As
to vice prefidents, they are only chairmen of
the committees, and have more trouble than other

governors. It is an office which has been refufed
by
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by fome of the phyficians, and what no gentle-
man would defire if he could avoid 1t without in-
juring the charity.—To ferve the charity has been
their only view in accepting of it.  For that rea-
fon I have, for many years, acted as vice-prefi-
dent, and have been more particularly afliducus,
as, from a thorough knowledge of the good ma-
nagement and utility of the charity, I thought my
time well beftowed in affifting 1t. Mr. Philip
Allen, for fome years, and Mr. Scot, has lately
atted from the fame motives. And the phyfi-
cians have been prevailed on to officiate n fum-
mer, when gentlemen, who have more leifure,
have been in the country. . The noblemen, who
have been prefidents, are not much obliged to the
doftor for his fuggeftion in the clofe of this que-
ry as they have the fole appointment of their vice-
prefidents, and confequently he muft fuppofe them
to be either knaves in confenting to the private
views of their deputies, or fools in not finding
them out ; a difcovery, worthy of the penetra-
tion, candour, and charity of Dr. Baylies.

QUER ¥ X

If it was reafonable to appoint an increafe of pby-
JSicians from three to fix on the reduilion of the num-=
ber of patients in the bofpital from feventy to forty,
why was a decreafe of phyficians from fix to three
appointed afterwards, when the number of patients
arofe to one bundred and twelve 2

Becaufe
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ANS W E R.

Becavst the governors had learnt by experience
that the patients were better taken care of when
there were but three phyficians, than they were
when there were fix. This may be a feeming pa-
radox, though in fa& it is not one; if 1t be con-
fidered that the only motives which can preferve
men in the difcharge of a laborious continued du-
ty, muft either be profit or honour : Where nei-
ther accompanies the imployment, a relaxation
from the care of it, muft enfue. The governors
found the truth of this obfervation; and as no
profit accompanies this appointment, they there-
fore configned it to three only, and thus by ren-
dering it more honourable, they at the fame time
rendered it more deferving of their care to whom
it was intrufted. Since the querift has now al-
lowed the authority of the examples of other hof-
pitals, I will refer him to that of St. George’s
hofpital, in which they reduced the number of
their phyficians from fix to four, when the num-
ber of their iz and out patients were more than
fix, perhaps, eight times as many as this hofpital
will contain. Three phyficians therefore baving
been, upon trial, found to be the number moft be-
neficial to the charity, they reduced fix to three
by the fame authority by which they had before
encreafed them to fix.

QUERY XL

When any ovder bas been made contradillory to

former orders, why bave not the reafons for mﬂf{fﬂg
_ ue
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Such contradittory order beem recorded, as well as the

order itf:lf, that in after t'mes fomeé judgment may be
formed of 1he veititude of it ?

M NS W ER;

OnLy becaufe from the nature of the thing it is
impoflible that it thould be done. When an order is
propofed to be made, the prefident reads it toallthe
members prefent ; every member has aright to offer
his objections againftit; when they have been an-
{wered by any other member, and the nature and
intentof the order has been fully difcuffed and ex-
plained, the queftion i1s put, whether the order
fhall be made, altered, or laid afide; upon this
all the prefent members give their votes different
ways, for perhapsas many different reafons: all
the committee wants to know, is, what the majo-

‘rity have determined ; they have no right to en-
quire a reafon from any member, why he has vo-
ted one way or another. Was the committee an
individual it might give you the motives upon
which itacted, burtas it confifts of {fo many indi-
viduals, each of which may agree to do oze thing
from many different motives, which of thefe
different motives would the Dr, have recorded ¢

QU B Y

Does not the making an order to decreafe the num-
ber of phyficians, at the very inflant before Dr.
Harrington refigned, and at @ committece when the
pumbcr of patients was agreed to be increafed, evi-
penily demonfirate, that the [ame was done to

anfwer
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anfwer a private, and not a public end; if not om
purpofe, at that junilure, to prevemt. Dr. Davies
[rom being elefled a phyfician tothe bofpital ?

AN SW E R,

A the general court, May 1, 1750, the phy-
ficians were reduced to three, their original num-
ber, which has continued to this day, unaltered ;
yet he afferts that an order was made to decreafe
the number of phyficians at the very inftant before
Dr. Harrington refign’d, and affigns a motive for
that order to be the particular prevention of Dr.
Davies® being ele@ed a phyfician to the hofpital.
Is not this entering into the hearts of men,
and prefuming to aflign a bad motive for an ac-
tion when there was plainly another, more rea-
fonable, and more obvious, namely, the good of
the charity, which the limiting the number of
phyficians to three appeared to be to the gover-
nors in that general court affembled, however it
{eems to him whofe private intereft may appa-
rently lead him to diflike it ?

Why would he infinuate that Dr. Davies was
fo little approved of by the general court, as that
they fhould make an order purpofely to exclude
him from being one of their phyficians?

I dare fay that gentleman, had, as he well
deferved, as many friends in that affembly as any
other phyfician.  But, like honeft men, they
preferred the good of the charity to all private
confiderations.

€ Does
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QUERY XIIL

Does not this decreafe of pbficians, when the
number of patients were increwfe!, tend to deprive
the poor of affiffance, and to prevent the improvement
and communication of medical kinowledge ?

1

ANSWER,

HerE the querift renews his complaint of not
being admitted to learn his profeflion in the hof-
pital. The poor are furely in a much better
cafe when they are confined to the care of fuch
who have been long verfed in the ufe of the wa-
ters, than to be forced to fubmit themfelves to
perfons who have never had any opportunities of
learning how they fhould be treated, but want to
practife upon them, and at the hazard of their
lives, or limbs, to find out their own errors,

QUERY XIV.

Can any man belicve that the bifbop or judges
would give the fanction of a law 1o any order fo in-
confiffent with charity, and with the law of the
land ? '

ANSW E R

WHEN this charity was firft inftituted the go-
vernors did not think themfelves properly qua-
lified to judge what bye-faws might be necefiary for

the weil governing the hofpital, till experience
had
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had explained it to them, They therefore thew'd
their readinefs to comply with the a& of parlia-
ment, and acquainted the bifhop therewith,
and a committee was appointed to confider what
bye-laws were neceflary to be laid before him, but
as thefe gentlemen were of opinion that there
were fome difficulties in the admiffion of patients,
which could not be removed but by a new aét of
parliament, it was thought advifeable not to pro-
ceed any farther till fuch an aét could be obtained.
But as yet the finances of the hofpital have not
appeared fufficient to warrant the laying out of
money for obtaining fuch an aét. As this, and
all other orders were made with an intention of
promoting the charity, and as they are none of
them contrary to the law of the land, the gover-
nors have no doubt, but they will meet with
the bithop and judges approbation whenever they
fhall be carried to them for confirmation, the time
for doing which is not limited by the act.

QUERY XV. and XVL

Why is a former order of a general court for the
infpection of the books of the hofpital to all who de-
Jire to fee them, now over-ruled by the privale di-
rection of a few of the truftees only ?

If the kofpital books are mot concealed, and the
publication of cafes n-glefled, with a view to fup-
prefs a difcovery of the truth, why are the books re-
Sfufed to be fboewn ? and why bas any particular or-
der of the truftces been made purpofely so preciude

C'a thofe
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thofe who are defirous of publifbing 1h: cafes for the
benefit of the communily ¢

4N §H-ER.

Tue hofpital books were never refufed to be
infpeéted by any governor, or by any other per-
fon, except fuch perfon had fhewn before-hand
an implacable hatred to the charity, and its go-
vernors, and could defire to have recourle to
them for no other reafon, and with no other view,
but to fearch out any little errors or inadvertant
flips, quas aut incurig fudit, vel bumana parum ca-
vit natura, and to magnify them into horrid crimes
and breaches of truft. Such malevolent {pirits
have no right to the common privileges of fociety,
and all honeft men will be upon their guard againft
them. But it appears by the hifterians numerous
quotations from the beoks of the hofpital, that he
had an opportunity of locking into them, examin-
ing them, and extratting from them whatever he
thought might anfwer his purpofe ; furely if he
had this privilege it can’t be fuppofed that they
were ever concealed from any other man alive.

Page 122—23. The dofor recites a converfa-
tion with me, and perverts it to anfwer his own
private views. [ defire the querift will recoll:¢t
the whole of that difcourfe. He will then find
-that I ftarted the fubjeét in order to convince him
that no affront was intended to Dr. Davies, when
I propofed reducing the number of phyficians to
three. and I meant folely to prevent the hofpital
from being hurt by an injudicious propofal I had
made before of fixing the number at fix, which
the
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the governors had as injudicioully agreed to, but
experience taught us that we had judged amifs in
fixing on {o large a number. The querift will re-,
member, at the fame time, that I told him, that
I was fo much convinced the gentlemen, concern’d
in the management of the hofpital, aéted only for
the good of the charity, that if he could fuggeft
any thing that appeared to him to be the leaft mif-
management, 1 would either explain to him the
reafors of it, or propole to the governers that it
fhould be direttly re&ified ; and when he alledged,
that for want of feeing the hofpital books, he
could not fufficiently difcover any mifmanagement,
I told him I would, at any time, fend for the
books to my houfe, and fhew and explain every
thing to him, After fuch an open and candid
behaviour on my fide, what judgment 15 to be
made of a man, who publifhes a converfation in
part only, and complains of books being denied
him which he never properly applied for ¢

Q'UVE-R Y- EVIE ad XVIIL

If a difagreeable truth in detefling a mifcondul
fhould leffen the contributions to this charity for fome
timey may not the reflifying fuch mifcondull again
increafe the fame contributions ¢ And ought a decep-
tion of the public to be continued for the fake of fome
advantage 10 a few individuals 7—18, Is it not at
leaft as great a crime to abufe as well as to withbold
charity ¢

Cs I am
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ANS W E R.

I aM not fenfible the governors have been guil-
ty of any mifconduét, therefore think they can-
not be guilty of abufing the chanty. If the que-
rift and his friends have prevented any perfon from
contributing towards it, they, and they only, can
be guilty of the crime of witholding charity.

O\ E:RIY XX

Is it poffible for any fet of people 1o all more to
the difcredit of the medicinal waters of Bath, than
in laying a foundation fr the mifapplication of them
by arifully concealing from the world, the many in-
fances of their efficacy, which a publication of cafes
muft exbibit?

ANS W E R,

As this has been a favourite topic for the que-
rift to declaim upon, 1 muft beg leave to be a lit-
tle particular in my anfwer to this query ;3 and,
if 1 fhould differ from fome gentlemen, who are
governorsof this charity, in my fentiments about
publifhing cafes, I know by experience that I may
depend on their candour for excufing me. T fhall
therefore declare it as my opinion, that the public
has no right to expe& any thing more from the
governors than hath been already performed, and
that doing more will not conduce to the welfare of
this charity,

When
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When gentlemen wete foliciting contributions,
a paper was publifhed, in which, amoro other
things, it was faid, thata few years will furnifh
more hiftories of cafes, which may be depended
upon (if the phyficians keep due regifters of the
fick under their care) than any man’s private prac-
tice could have done in an age. Thelfe, and other
expreflions to the fame purpofe, have been con-
ftrued intoa promife of publithing cafes, but gen-
tlemen f(hould confider, that this was wrote before
the act of parliament paflfed, and probably was not
the fentiment of the majority of contributors, for
in framing the ac, no notice was taken of pub-
lithing cafes. They fhould likewife confider that
neither the phyficians nor furgeons who offered
their fervice [fee minute book, %ﬂnber 31, 1744)
mentioned any thing of publithing cafes, nor was
it made a condition on the eleéion of Dr. Wood-
ford, and Dr. Moy/ley, - who were defired May 1,
1747, to attend as phyficians to the hofpital, nor
to Dr. Charlton, who has been fince ele¢ted. The
public have therefore no claim on thefe gentlemen,
who were eleted phyficians and not authors.

I hall now endeavour to fhew it will not con-
duce to the welfare of the charity.

Any perfon who has confidered the prefent fitu-
ation of the hofpital, will find the poor there la-
hour under many inconveniencies which do not af-
fe@ the rich who frequent thefe waters, but retard,
and obftrué the cure of the poor patients, and
are notin the power of the governors to remedy.
I fhall mention only three; one 1, the pat}entﬁ

rom



[ 24 ]

from the hofpital being confined to one fmall bath
only, and at hours when it is not always proper
for them to bathe.

Is not this reftraint very abfurd when all other
poor perfons, who have not the advantage of the
advice of phyficians, and confequently are not {o
likely to be cured, may bathe at all hours, and
in any bath ?

Another inconvenience, the confequence of the
former, is, that the patients cannot bathe fo often
as might be proper for them.

The third that I fhall mention is, that, from
the want of a better and more certain income, the
governors are obliged to limit their numbers of
patients, and the aét of parliament requires that
every perfon fhall be admitted in his turn  Cafes
therefore of perfons by being detained two or three
months before they can be admitted, from origi-
nally proper, become incurable.

Thefe inconveniencies, which do not affect the
rich in fimilar difeafes, fo far affet the poor that
a publication of cafes, withcut having particular
regard to thefe inconveniences, may rather de-
ceive, than inftruét. This likewife gives rife to
another difficulty, for if the cafe of the poor pa-
ticnt is publithed, as it really is when he is admit-
ted into the hofpital, the gentleman of the faculty
who drew it up in the country two or three
months before, will imagine 1t was falfly repre-
fente’, and if the original cafe 1s printed the phy-
ficians of the hofpital will have juft reafon to com-

plain;
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plain; let thofe gentlemen therefore, who fo loud-
Iy call out for cafes being printed, affiduoufly la-
bour to encreafe the income of the hofpital, that
a new act of parllament may be applied for, to
give the poor better conveniencies of ufing the
baths, and that every perfon may be admitted mnto
the hofpital as foon as he has occafion for fuch
afliftance.

Butit is alledged that the efficacy of the wa-
ters 1s artfully concealed. Men of fenfe would
not defire to conceal what muft tend fo much to
their own intereft, and fools would not have art
enough to attempt it. This therefore requires no
anfwer. But the fa® isreally otherwife. When
a perfon applies to be admitted into the Bath hof-
pital, his cafe is drawn up by fome perfon of fkill
in the country, and the phyficians and furgeons
of the hofpital give their opinion whether the
cafe is proper, or not, and the patient is minuted
or refufed. This opinion is fent down into the
country, and publifhes, in an extenfive manner,
the opinion of the gentlemen of the faculty con-
cerning the ufe of the waters in fuch cafes.

When a patient is admitted, his cafe is entered
in a book kept at the hofpital, in which is alfo
entered the time he continues in the hofpital, and
ftate he is in when difcharged. This book is to
be feen, at any time, by any gentleman who de-

fires it, and appears to me, a fufficient publication
of the cafes.

If



[ 26 ]

If any gentleman hath thought proper to do
more it has not been done by any dire&ion from
the governors of the hofpital, and muft be regard-
ed as the work of a private perfon only, and he
will pardon me, if I fay that it is my with, and I
believe the majority of the governors jﬂin in it,
that the gentleman had deferred his publication
till he had leifure to give the public an hiftory of
cures, and his remarks on the various effects of
the Bath waters, and bathing in different cafes,

wich, as no perfon is more capable of writing it

h*n himfel f, would have been a valuable pre&nt
to the public.

QUE RYY= X5

When fubfecriptions were foliciting to the Botb bof-
pital, the managers [ubmiited all their conduf? to the
corréiion of the public, and as it is fill fﬂppﬁﬂid by
them, why are nat their opinions, at this lime, 10
be rfgara';d in the conduélirg of it ?

ANSW ER.

Tue governors of the hofpital have thewn fo
earneft a defire to have their cnndv& corre€ted by
the pubhc that they have, by printed advertife-
ments in the papers, called upon every body to
fend them informations of any errors which they
could difcover in the management of the houfe,
that they might be rectified, and that they would
difcover any abufes, frauds, or impofitions, of
any perfon or perfons, either within, or without,
and (hat they would freely communicate their fen-

timenis
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timents how any of the expences of the houfe
might be retrenched. Can the querift expect them
to do more ?

QU ERY XX

When the members of any fociety bave wilfully and
confeffedly fupprefled the truth, for the promotion of
their own intercft, can credit be af erwards given fo
any account of falls falling und:r their infpeilion
alone, in cafe they fhould lay any fuch before ibe
public ¢

AN 8 W E R.

This queftion is fo malicious, that every can-
did reader will anfwer it in his own mind ; and
think of the author as he deferves.

Q BB R XXX

When any phyficians bave openly prefcribed the
publication of falfbood, as the only effcétual band of
peace, when they bave avowedly refufed a perform-
ance of their duty in their prof ffin, to fatisfy pri-
wvate piques ; when they bavethreatencd to dejert the
poor and needy in fickne[s and difirefs, in cafe others
were permitted to fep with tbem in the patks of
charity 5 what may we not expeél fuch men would do,
1o promote their own intergft, or |atisfy ibeir malice ?
Can they wender the public (bould be cautioned againft
their artifices ?

THis
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AN S W E R,

ThHhrs, and the foregoing query, feem intended
only to blacken the characters of gentlemen by
falfe and groundlefs {uggeftions, and to bring a
difcredit on any thing they may think proper to
publith. What are we to think of a man who
can do this at the fame time that he calls on thofe
gentlemen to publifh ?

QU ERY AXIL

Lofly, If the Bath bofpital, or any other charity
is proved to be ill condulled by thofe who bave the
manacement of ity and if, in confequence of [uch
proofy the conributors withdraw their affyjtance 5
w'o is 1o blame for the defirultion of the charity 2
Is it the perfon who bas expofed the mifionduél of the
triftces 2 Or, rather the truflees themfelves, who
kave been guilty of, and flill perfevere in that mif-
conditll ?

ANSWE R.

Tuis finithing ftroke fuggefts two falfities ; firft,
that the mifconduét of the truftees has been prov-
ed ; {ccondly, that any contributions of confe-
guence have been withdrawn from his fuggeftions,
though two or three well-meaning contributors
may have been mifled by his mifreprefentations: §

howmuch-

§ The income of the ch:rity has indeed been gradually
leflening for feveral years, the chief caufe of its doing fo are
plainly
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howmuchfoever he may pleafe himfelf with the
thought, all his zealous endeavours will never
bring about the deftrucion of this noble charity,
which is founded in true chriftian love towards
our poor fuffering brethren, and has ever been
conduéted with the moft upright intentions.

plainly thefe. When the hofpital was firft erefted, it recom-
mended itfelf to every body by its newnefs, and by its being
a particular fpecies of charity. The nobility and gentry moit
generoufly contributed towards its eftablihment. But are
people ever fo willing to contribute to the fame charity a fe-
cond time as they were the firft 2 Can they with the fame af-
furance be afked to do it? Is not their anfwer ready, I have
given already as much as is proper, or convenient for me to
give, There are other hofpitals near me, fome new ones to
which I muft be an annual contributor ; I thought one bene-
faction to yours fufficient for a franger. Can we prefs them
farther ? War makes all things dear, every body feels it;
fewer people have fuperfluities ; peace we doubt not will
reftore and again revive its fifter charity.—Till fhe does, we
muft do our beft and be patient.

DR N

C O N.
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CONDITIONS of ADMISSION into the
General Hﬂipital at BATH.

L. HE cafe of the patient muft be defcribed by fome
phyfician or perfon of {kill in the neighbourhood of
the piace, v.here the patient has refided for fome time; and
this defeription, together with a certificate of t.e poverty of
the patient, attefted by fome perfon of credit, muft be fent
in a letter, franked or poft-paid, direfled to the regilier of
the general hofpit:l at B:h.

¢> The age of the patient 0-g':t to be mentioned in the
defcription of his cafe, and the perfons who defcribe are
defired to be particular in the enumeration of the {ymp-
toms ; that fo nzither imprnper cafes may be admitted,

nor proper ones rejected.

II. After the pa'iznt’s cife has been thus defcribed, and
fent, he muft remain in his ufual place of refidence ’till he
has notice of a vacancy, fignifiedby aletter from the regifter.

III. Upon the receipt of fuch a letter, the patient muft
fet forward for Bath, bringing with him this letter, the parifh
certificat: duly executed, and allowed by two j:ftices, and
three pounds caution money, if from any Partof England or
Wales ; but if the patient comes from Scotland or Ireland,
then the caution money, to be depofited before admiflion, is
the fum of five pounds.

IV. Soldiers may inftead of parith ceriificates, bring a
certificate from their commanding officers, fignifying to what
corps they belong, and that they [hall be reccived nto the fame
corps, waen dilcharged’ from the holpital in whatever con-
dition they are. Butitis neceflary, that their cafes be cef-
cribed, and fent previoufly ; and chat they bring with them
three pounds caution money.

g7 The intention of the caution money is to defray the

expences of re=tuning the patients after they are difcharg-
ed from the hofpit:l, or of their burial, in cafe they cie
there, The remainder of the caution money, after
thefe expences are defray’d, will be return’d to the per-
fon who depofited it.

2. ¥ All poor perfons coming to Bath, under pretence cf

. geting into the hofpital, withour having their cales thus

- defenibed and fent previcully, and leave given to come,

will be treated as vagrants, asthe at of parlizment, for
the regulation of the hofpital, requires.
N.B. If

e,
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N. B. If any parient fhould have the fmall. pox here, fuch
perfon muil be remov'd out of the houfe, and the cau-
tion money defray the expences thereof. Likewife all
perfons, who fhall come into the hofpital without de-
cent and neceffary appearel, muft have {uch necefiaries
provided out of the faid caution money.

ﬁﬁ#&ﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁ@#%ﬁ@ﬁﬁﬁﬁ*ﬁﬁﬂﬁ%ﬁ&ﬁ&"ﬁ

Any perfon willing to contribute to
this charity, may pay their contribu-
sions to the Treafurers 7z Bath, or
MefJrs. Hoare and C™ bankers, in
Fleet-fireet, London, or put their be-
nefactions into the Boxes in the Pump-
room, and at the Holpital, for that

purpoe.
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