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AN

INTRODUCTION

AND
ADVICE to tuE LADIES,

POINTING OUT

The DANGERS attending BACKENING their

MILK the firf} four or fivé Weeks after
Delrvery.

Ta:the PUBLIG,

I HAVE very long been convinced of
the many dangerous Confequences
which attend the depraved Cuftom of em-
. ploying Men-midwives unneceflarily—
and have been for fome Years intending
from Month to Month to write 'm}r Ideas
on that Subje&, in order to combat the
very deftructive Practice, and endcavour
to awaken the flumbering good Senfe of the
Nation. But when I refleCted on the great
Difficulty of conquering Prejudice---con-
A - {idered
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fidered how generally the Opinion had been
adopted that ¢ Men were the moft pro-
¢« per Attendants on the Labours of Wo-
¢« men,” I confefs the Tafk appeared too
arduous---and I was difcouraged.

I knew, that 70 Arguments, even if an
Angel was to defcend from Heaven to utter
them, could perfuade the Ladies 0 be fafis-
fied with Midwives of thetr own Sex,
after the fine Polifb had been once
RUB’D OFF which modefly ought
to havework'd up to fuch a bright Pitch of
bigh finifl’d Excellence, asnof to have been
capable of admitting the impure ftain
within the glofly fmoothnefs of its beau-
tiful enamel !---I knew, that, afiifted by
the greateft Part of the Faculty (whofe ~-
TEREST, a5 well as PLEASURE would be
at sTAKE) they would leave zo means un-
tried---they would call in every fallacious
art to their aid, f¢0 contintue THE DECEP=-
10N, byridiculing Arguments which they
could not confute---and that zamarried La-
dies, through an Opinion of the Virtue of
their Friends, and {wayed, and kept iz
Countenance, by the prevalent Cuftom of

the
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the Times, would naturally fa/l into the
Stream, and not be undeceived until 200
Jar burried by the Current to be afterwards
able to recede.---On the other Hand, I
likewife knew that our young Men of Fa-
Shion had Jong ago refolved 10 bid Adien vo
THINKING. Leaving that troublefome Em-
ployment o others, they were intent on
purfuing the far nobler Gratifications of
Senfe---endeavouring to bury in a round
of trifing Diflipations, every Sentiment
meriting the Attention of reqfenabie Beings
that an Attempt to work on fuch Minds
would be Abfurdity in the extreme,---for,
that, even if they were convinced of the two
uncontrovertable Truths I wifh to efta-
blith, by being fatisfied that Men were
not {o {fafe as Women, and that Men-mid-
wives polluted the Minds of their Wives,
andrendered them eafy Preys to Seduction,
yet thefe Sentiments would have had s
Weight wizh them, becaufe they married
without Love, Religion, Principle--- #4¢
only Ingredients capable of forming natig=-
nal Happnefs.  Impure in their Souls, dp-
bauch’din thcierﬁm, Libertinifm open-

a2 ed
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ed the only lvenue which could prefent
themwitha Profpect of Enjoyments adapz-
ed to therr Senfations---zheir Joys were
independent of their Wive's Society---
their Healths confequently were only po-
litelywifh’d for---and theywould of courfe
readily /& their Wive's Purity being con«
taminated, rather than ¢e djfappointed in
the Pleafure of feducing the Wives of their
acquaintance, through the preparatory Af=
fiftance of the Men-midwives. The Hap-
pinefs of our gay young Men nof being
centered within the narrow Circle of
Home, the Virtue of their Wives is not
in the leaft eflential, has no Weight, wben
ballanced with the Advantages they derive
fram the too gereral Proftitution of the
Sex. They extract Balm from the Vices of
other Women, which has fovereign Efficacy
in bealing any Wounds---alleviating any
{marts, which they may receive, or feel,
from the infidelity of zbeir own Wives---
whom they never treated as their rational
Companions, whofe Affeftions they were
defirous of fixing irremoveably,---but as
peceffary Beings to do the Honours r.:-f

| their
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their Tables---furnifh Heirs---and fave
their Eftates from being encumbered with
the Payment of the Fortunes of their
younger Brothers and Sifters. The only
View on one fide, is Money---on the otber,
Quality---each having attain’d the onfy Ob=
ject L&qyafﬁz'darfﬂ Marriage,~--each, with=
out any fundamental Principle of Good-
nefs, to reftrain their Purfuits within the
Bounds of Virtue, they throw off the
Mafk of Decency---and riot in Vice !---
Our young Men think the Scriptures fit
only to impofe on Weaknefs. T he In-
junctions of the Gofpel interfere with their
Enjoyments—-—and having never believed
it’s facred Truths---or endeavoured to fol-
low it’s amiable Precepts, they never ex-
perienced the ferene Tranquillity arifing
from the delightful Pofleffion of an ap-
proving Confcience. At the beft, for-
getful even of the Exiftence of a God--=~
and laughing at the idle fuppofition of a
future ftate, they give the Reins without
Controul to all their Appetites and Paf-
fions---check’d by nothing but what #bey

term
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terin HONOUR. But THEIR Humour is com-
prifed, in---punifbing the Man with srug -
DER w@ho dares to doubt their veracity, or
fail in Refpeét to their Dignity---and in
paying their Debts #0 smarpers, inftead
of rewarding the Induftry of their Tradef-
men, by giving them---tbeir own Pro-
perty.  THEIR Honour does not reftrain
them from defiling the Beds of their
Friends---BREAKING Promifes to wor THy
Dependants---or betraying the Interefts and
Honour of their Country for 4a/e Wages of
Iniquity, though committed with Confi-
dence to their Charge, yet Jacrificed with-
out Remorfe, for their private Emolu-
ment. ‘THEIR Honour enforces ng Jingle
Virtue !---away with sucn noNoug !

- I next confider’d the number of e/l
difpofed Men, who through Prejudice might
negleci 5 or through Indolence, or Weak-
nefs of Underftanding, be blind to the
Force of my Arguments, and of courfe
remain unconvinced by them---and thefe
Obftacles, united, appeared too formida-
ble to be furmounted by any weak Effort

"I could
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I could makethrough the Channelofa News
Paper. At laft however I took Courage
and {fubmitted my Sentiments to the Con-

fideration of the Public, in the Gazetteer
of the 28th of March.

I had not, at that time, any Intention
of writing another Letter ;---but deriving
Hopes from the favourable Impreflion my
firft feem’d to have made on the Minds of
the Confiderate---and having heard weight
laid on the Men's Knowledge of Anatomy as
a Reafon why rbey thould le fafer than
Women, Iwrote the fecond Letter to re-
move that [pecious, but miffaken Idea—and
having 4nown fome, and heard of many
other young Men Midwives, who really
are ignorant of that Knowledge of Anatomy
‘which is zheir only Recommendaticn zo 1n-
¥ATUATED Hufbands ;—and a Man Mid-
wife, under the Signature of ¢ Old Chi-
ron,” having endeavoured to abufe the
World with the moft fcandalous mifrepre-
fentations, and grofs I'allacies, my laft
Letter appeared to expofe the Danger of
employing raw young Men—or believing
fuch snterefled Decervers.

Iam
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I am quite indifferent about the Offence
which my Letters have given zbe Ladies of
Fafbion, and their darling DoCtors—tbeir
« fapeet Men.” They are conicious my
Letters convey only @ very fainf ‘Sketch of
their immodefl, obfcene practices. ‘They are
too bad to be exallly defcribed without
ufing Language very unfit for the Infpec-
tion of virtuous Women !—I place dread-
ful Rocks in their View, to warn them
from a Courfe on which their Purity
would be irretrievably wreck’d ; and fure-
ly thofe Parents entertain frange Notions
of Virtue, who carefully keep my Letters
outof the wayof their Daughters, through
what they imagine to be *¢ Delicacy !"—they
would rather, in fhort, have them pols
luted in future—paft redemption—than ins
ftructed by my friendly Admonitions, how
to avoid the Path to Vice !-——the modeft;
amiable, worthy, fenfible Part of the Com-
munity, I am confident, will read my
Pamphlet with Candour—approve of the
Sentiments contain’d in it—and recom-
mend it to the Perufal of others. I fhall

view
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view the Cenfures, and Difpleafure of zhe
vicious, and the difipated, as the higheft
Eulogiums ;—as Praife—which will con-
vey the moft genial warmth to my Heart—
and, I truft, afford me a pleafing Retro-
{pec in my /are/f Hours |—

My Letters having fucceeded beyond:
my moft fanguine Expetation, I am now
encouraged to attack awmotber prevailing
Cuftom among the Fair--~that of zof giv-
ing fuck to their Infants, at leaflt during
the firft nve or fix weeks.

I thall wave confidering the Propriety of

a Mother’s giving fuck through a Senfe of
the sncumbent Duty the owes her child.---
Though the Cuftom of backening the
Milk is unnatural, dangemus, and too of-
ten fatal, 1 fhall lay no ftrefs on the for-
mer, but reft it entirely on the latter---
for in fuchan Age as the prefent, in which
our fine Ladies have few Ideas of any Re:
ligion---are not capable of receiving Plea-
{ure from domeflick Employments---would
infinitely rather converse with any Men
than their Hufbands---leave their Children
b to
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to be inftru&ted, or neglected by Servants,
and fly abroad, with eager Impatience #o
game away their Hofbands Fortunes, and
receive the crezminal Addrefles of their pro-
fligate Admirers, at the Affembly, the
Mafquerade, or more commodious Apart-
ments of the Coterie—laughing at the Cen-
fures of the jfew who have ftill fome
Regard to Decorum—and defpifing the
Belief of the perpetual Prefence of a
Being who is Witnefs to all their fecret
wicious Deformities—in fuch times it would
be Folly to mention the Dangers they ex-
pofe their Infants to, from difeafed Milk,
want of a tender Mother’s Care—or dream
of afking them how they will anfwer to
the Almighty for #of having afforded them
the Nourifhment He kindly provided for
‘their Support?—1I fhall therefore only
thew the Abfurdity and danger of this
Cuftom, as far as it regards the Health
of the Mother.

~ And here I muft endeavour to give my
Readers fome Idea of that part of the hu-
man Body which is concern’d in the

formation
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formation, and abforbtion of the Milk,
in order for their underftanding the
Force of my arguments.

Our Bodies are conftantly, when 1n
" Health, receiving Repairs in all their
Parts, from millions of the {malleft,
moft minute Arteries. Every Solid, and
every Juice, is form’d out of, and fe-
creted from, Blood. Thofe noxious
Parts of the Blood which are not proper
for thefe different, oppofize Ufes, are thrown
off by infenfible Perfpiration. When,
through various Caufes, that Perfpiration
is obftructed, the acrid Matter which
ought to have gone off, is abforb'd by the
lymphatick Veflels, and returns into the
Blood---brings on Fevers, Gout, Rheu-
mati{m, &c. &c.

The Lymphaticks, are numberle(s Vei-
fels, which pafs through {pungy Glands.
Thefe fine Tubes have a vaft number of
Valves, which prevent the Lymph, (or
Liquor) which runs through them from

gﬂin g a contrary Direction from that in-
b 2 tended
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tended for if. Thefe fine Veflels are dif-
perfed over every Part of our Bodies. The
Point of a needle could not be applied to a
Spot, under the Skin, wherethe Mouth of a
lymphatic Veffel did not open to imbibe
whatever is put in contact with it.  Thefe
minute Branches run into other Branches,
fo form larger Veflels, till at laft they all
unite in a general Refervoir, where the
Lymph which they contained, mixes with
the Chyle, (the fine Part of our Food,
which is fit to be converted into Blood)
conducted there by the Lacteals, (the
Laéteals refemble the Lymphaticks---
they open into the Stomach, and Bowels---
they imbibe nothing but from our Food)
“the Chyle, and Lymph, thus mix'd, run
up within the trunk of a large Veffel cal-
Jled the thoracic Duct, on the infide of the
back Bone, which is inceflantly emptying
it’s Liquor into a Vein under the left
Collar Bone, where it mixes with the
Blood, is immediately convey’d into the
vena Cava, which conduéts it, with the
returning Blood from the reft of the Body,
(Lungs exccpted) into the right Auricle

of
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of the Heart---it thence is drove by the
contraction of the Auricle, into the right
Ventricle of the Heart---by it’s contrac=
tion, into the Pulmonary Artery---from
thence through the whole Lungs, where
the Blood receives a Change from being
impregnated with fomething received from
the Air every Infpiration. The Blood
thus changed, is colle@ed from the
Lungs into the Pulmonary Veins, and
conducted into the left Auricle of the
Heart ; which drives it into the left Ven-
tricle; which forces it into a great Artery,
the Aorta---which ruthes it over every
other Part of the Body.

The lymphatic Veffels prevent our
Blood depending folely on our Food for
fupply ; and by means of them we can
{fubfift fome time merely on the Produce

of our own Bodies. All thefe lymphatic
Velicls are clofely accompanied by Arteries
~-whofe Pulfations affift the motion of the
Lymph to it’s Refervoir :---Confequently
the quicker and ftronger they beat, the
“fafter the Lymph is hurried into the
- " Blood
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Blood. Hence the Reafon why Fevers
occafion fo fpeedy a wafting of the Flefh
—--hence Heéics bring on Confumptions
—--hence People in Fevers can {ubfift long
with little Food,---The lymphaticks then
fupplying the Blood too abundantly from
our own Juices.

The Author of Nature has ordered an
extraordinary Quantity of Blood to be pre-
pared for the Child’s Food. Arteries run
into the Glands of the Breatts, and 1n
pafiing through them, the Blood, by a
moft wonderful Change, is converted into
Milk ! by a Change, which nothing
but Cufton prevents our viewing as a
Miracle !

" The admired Toaft of the Town can-
not endure the Trouble of nurfing. It
would confine her too much at home---
it has too vulgar an appcaranCE—--it 1s not
warranted by zhe Example of the firft
Circle---the Milk muft zherefare be back-
en’d.---It is denied Liberty to difcharge
itfelf b'y the Out-lett Providence intended

for
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for it---the Child, whofe Conftitution 77

aas calculated for, is not {uffered to have
1t’s Due. What becomes of the Milk ?

It is abforb’d by the lymphatic Veflels,
contrary to the original Intention of Na-
ture---and convey’d back into the Blood,
in the manner I have before defcribed. ---
What is the Confequence ?---The blood
Vellels become noz only bighly over-charged
with Blood, but that Blood is thus ren-
dered of animproper Confiftence. A Fever
enfues !---This Fever comes on when
the woman is 7/ able to bear it's Shock !
~--How often is this Fever fatal!

The moft fortunate Circumftance that
can happen, is, when the Milk finds
ANOTHER out-lett.  Probably otberwife
there may be a formation of Matter
fomewhere--~there is danger 242z Matter
may fly to fome capital Part.

If the Woman is young, healthy, ﬂmng;
it is moft probable the Milk will z0# be ab-
forb’d
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forb’d quick enough. 'The Blood will fur-
nifb Milk fafler than the lymphatick Vef-
fels can imbibe it, and convey it back
again. TheBreafts are painfullydiftended
---they inflame.

Wﬁen too late---it is then refolved they
fhall be fuck’d.

During the time of Pregnancy a fmall
quantity of Milk is lodged in the Milk
Veflels of the Breafts. This Milk, when
the nine Months are expired, 1s thick---
clogs the Veflels. If the Woman never
gave {uck, the Pores through which the
Milk ought to iffue to the Child, are not
open enough---they require therefore 7o
be clear'd, by the old Milk being {fuck’d
off, the very day of the Delivery, and to
empty the Milk Veffels of what muft
otherwife clog them. Some woman ought
to {uck this off therefore as foon as po/-
Jfible. 1f the Child is put to the Breaft 7z
Twelve, or Sixteen Hours after it’s Birth,
it will fuck greedily---if delay’d three or

four
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four Days, it is twenty to one the Child
will not attempt it for a long time.

When therefore zhe Neceffity of the
Cafe has overcome every Refolution
form’d for the Woman’s not giving fuck,
and her Child is put to her Breaft, it 1s
in vain !---the Child will not touch the
Breaft !---o£ber Children---or women at-
tempt to eafe the poor Woman of her
Load of Milk---this Refource likewife
fails ! the thick Milk has clog’d the Vef-
fels---the N-pp-es, owing to the hard
Diftenfion of the Breafts, ha'; {hrunk into
them---and, befides, their Pores have
never been open’d---never been clear’d---
no endeavours avail! the diftrefs’d Wo-
man, after having been fadly fatigued,
exhaufted, finds herfelf difappointed of
Relief !---dreadful Symptoms foon ap-
pear ! fhe zoo probably falls a facrifice to a
ridiculous---fenfelefs---not to fay a finful
deviation from the Path of Nature!---
. how many fine young Women have lately

C died
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died---and go off every Year, from this
Caufe!

But ¢ particular Women have not Con-
¢ ftitations ftrong enough to bear giving
fuck. Certainly there are fome Women
whom it might hurt,” Granted. Let
fuch particular Women give fuck only for
the firft four, five, or fix Wecks. 1f thofe
Women then realy find themfelves too de-
licate for the /ozzger continuance of {fuch a
Drain, they then may fafely by degrees
leave off giving fuck---they have fuf-
ficiently recover’d Strength to- venture
throwing the Milk gently back into the
Blood. The moft delicately form’d Wo-
man exifting fhould nof dream of fuffering
‘a fingle Drop of the Milk which Nature
intended for Evacuation, to return into
the Blood, untill the Conftitution is re-
eftablifhed---and enabled to bear dif-
charging itfelf of the Superfluities, with-
out encountering the Dangers which de-
monfirably attend a contrary Practice. If
a Woman is too delicate to bear continuing
to Juckle her Infant, furely fhe 1s 720 deli=

cale
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eate to endure the flying in the Face of
Nature, and rifking the Fever---if fhe 1s
healthy and ftrong, the more incumbent
her duty is, to nourifh her Child-—het
danger too equal. In every View, the fa-
lutary Confequences attending Mothers
difcharging their Duty to their Children
in this point, are fo obvious, fo glaring,
that #0 me it is matter of doubt whether
thofe who fail in it are moft to be con=-
demn’d and defpifed for zbeir want of na-
tural Affection—or pitied and ridiculed for
their Folly

Thefe are my Ideas on this intereft-
ing Subjett. Let thofe Women who 04-
flinately perfevere in a Refolution to deny
their Infants their natural Food—(and in
whofe Judgements my Arguments have
appear’d deficient in Weight) ftand the
~ 'Trial, and rifk the Confequence. I moft

fincerely hope the Succefs may anfwer
their Withes !

I now refer my Readers to the follow-
ing Letters. I can affert, with confcious
cC 2 Truth
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Truth that my ‘Sentiments on the preceed-
ing, and following Subjetts, have been the
offspring of an Heart warm’d by a Love
for. my fellow-Creatures—ever moft ar-
dently folicitous for their Welfare and

Happinefs, here and hereafter. '

I cannot expe& fo reclarm any Woman
who has already ufed a Man, for Reafons
I gave at the beginning of this Introduc-
tion, and becaufe, by quitting Him, fhe
would facitly acknowledge the Truth of
my Aflertions—and becaufe none but
thofe poflefs’d of the moft exalted Quali-
ties of the Head and Heart, can have
greatnefs enough zo confefs they have been
in an Error of fuch a Nature.

I am not without hopes however, of
opening the Eyes of Jfenfible Men—and un-
married Women, who are af prefent mo-
deft, and wifb to remain fo—and preventing
the former jrom edvifing, and the latter
from falling into the fcandalous - Cuftom
of employing Men-Midwifes, which I
ko to be ERRONEQUS a5 £0 #£'S PRETENDED

SAFETY
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SAFETY—FATALLY dangerous to the vir=-
TUvE—and CERTAINLY deffruétive of the
MoDESTY *¥of my fair Countrywomen.
—They may believe me when I affure
them that No purRITY can withftand the
rude Shock of fuch Intrufions—zbe whitef?
Ermine is mgff liable to have it’s Beautics

- {fullied!

If I thould be happy enough to hear
in a few Years that I have given the leaft
* Check to this moft abandon’d of wviczous
Practices, the Confcioufnefs of having
done a motit fignal Service to the Com-
munity, will implant genuine Pleafure—
fubftantial Satisfaction in the Breaft of

the Public’s
moft obedient
humble Servant,

THE AUTHOR,

* T make a great Diftinltion between Modefty,
and Virtue. A Woman may be wirtusus, without
being Madeff—Dbut it is impoffidle to be modeff, with-
out being wirtuous. Modelty is the guard of Virtue
—but it is paffible a cold Conftitution may preferve
Virtue, even after every Trace of Medefly has been
~ obliterated.,

THE






THE

Danger and Immodefty, &Fe.

L BT TLECRCUGHE

N times, when every winter brings

{cenes of proftitution from the privacy of
darknefs into the public light of day; when
our ladies of quality, and women of fafhion,
inftead of being as remarkable for their
virtue, as for their beauty, openly caft
afide every fenfe of thame, and barefacedly
“encourage the addrefles of men, who,
avowedly, can have no intention but to
involve them in guilt; 1t is the duty of
every honeft man to endeavour to trace the
evil 7o its fource, in order that, by point-
ing out the foul [pring which corrupts the
ftream, the fountain may be cleared, and
the contagion which rages from it, lef-
{fened, if not entirely removed.

Boarding {chools are, beyond deubt, fe-
minaries, where the minds of girls are
B carly
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carly polluted. ILet the miftrefs of the
{choolbeeverfovirtuous, prudent, andatten-
tive, the vicious girls (and fome fuch there
always muft be among a number) will find
fufficient opportunitics to taint the tender
minds of unfufpe&ing innocence. No-
thing can be more deftructive than bad ex-
ample ; and, unfortunately, the human
mind is too ready to copy thofe which are
vicious—and zhe vicious are more importu-
nate and folicitous 7o corrupt, than the vir-
tuous are to gain profelytes to goodnefs.

‘Though I believe the firft feeds of vice
are imbibed at a boarding {chool, yet
1 by no means look on that education as the
great caufe of thefe frequent adulteries. If
principles of virtue have been inculcated in
infancy, they may yet, with proper care,
bud out afreth under good culture—and
flourith under the influence of good advice,
when thofe noxious weeds are choaked up,
which were planted by bad examples, but
which may wither on the caufe being re-
moved.

It
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1t is to the almoft univerfal cuftom of Em-
PLOYING MEN-MIDWIVES, that I atiribute
the frequent ADULTERIES which difgrace
QU COUNETY.

Ignorance has {pread this fhamelefs cui-
tom. Ignorance leads people to fuppofe
men fafer than women—Ignorance of what
the Men-midwives do, leads modeft wo-
men af fir/t to {ubnit to employ men ; and
it is ignorance which leads hufbands [who
love their wives] to recommend, nay even
fometimes force them on their wives.
They know not what {tripes they are
preparing for themfelves —they know
not that they are removing the corner {tone
on which the virtue of their wives
is founded —and all this on a4 myf-
taken principle——zthe idea that men are

| fifif

The Almighty, through kindnefs to his
creatures, has fo ordered the labours of

women, that even the honeft part of the
Bz Men-
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Men-midwife tribe confefs, that, in thirty
years practice, a perfon might probably
never meet with a fingle cafe where a good
woman might not have done the bufinefs.
"T'his confeflion was made to me by an emi-
nent man-midwife, after a prattice of
thirty-fix years. How elfe would the
world have been peopled ? The men have
but lately come into fathion. In praife of
Scotland and Ireland be it {poken, the awo-
men of thofe countries are fhll too modeft 1o
employ them. What is the confequence ?
Adulteries happen very feldom in thofe coun-
tries 3 and every farm-houfe fwarms with
{trong, healthy, well-limbed children. If
Men-midwives were requifite to bring chil-
dren into the world, what would become
of the wilds of America—the plains of
Africa? Even the Hottentot women are too
modeft to employ men—they leave that
abandoned cuftom 70 our Englifh ladies—
yet they are {o fruitful they furnifth flaves
to the globe. ~ It is a notorious fact, that
more children have been loft fince women
were {o fcandaloufly indecent as to employ

men,

|
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men, than for ages before that praltice be-
‘came {o general. Women have @ tender-
nefs of fecling for their own fex in labour,
which 72 is impoffible men can ever equal
them in. By baving felt the pans, and
the anxieties attending child-birth, they
know how to {ympathize in a woman’s
{ufferings. Their feelings, therefore, are
natural. They lead them to be patient—
they prompt them 7o allow nature to do her
own pecultar work. They never dream of
having recourfe to force—the barbarous,
bloody crotchet never ftained zheir hands
with murder. ‘There never really can be
occafion for a male operator, but when a
deed muft be done which my foul fhud-
ders at the 1dea of, and which I fhall not
mention—but thanks to God, fuch inftan-
ces do not occur in a century !—To my
knowledge, a lady was twice delivered in
different parts of the country of England,
by common women-midwives, and both
thofe cafes were as unnatural and difficult
as 1t 1s well poffible to imagine—fhe and
the children did well=—if the had employed

men,
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men, it is more than probable, the chil-
dren, at leaff, would have expired under
the crotchet—or been maiined by the for-

ceps !

And how fhould this be otherwife! a
long un-impaffioned prafice, early com-
menced, and calmly purfued, is abfolutely
reguifite to give men by art, what women
attain by #arure.—Dr. Hunter, very wifely,
very juftly has faid, that ¢¢ Labour 1s na-
ture’s work.”—Nature ovght to be fuffered
nine hundred and ninety-nine times out of
a thoufand, 7o do her own awork. All the
knowledge young men can pofiibly obtain,
muft be from dead bodies—for is it in com-
mon fenfe to fuppofe, that a young lad
~can explore the fecret recefles of Venus, fo
as to be phyfically well acquainted with
thofe parts in Jving females? No—fires
muft quickly be raifed, which unavoidably
will confufe all his difcerning reafoning
faculties—and ARt muft inflantly be loff in
xATURE. Dr. Hunter, indeed, and one
or two men befides, may perbaps, by the

help
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help of co/d conftitutions, and dint of very
long prattice, do their bufinefs nearly as
well as women—Dby leaving all to nature—
but, if my life and fortune here, and fal-
vation hereafter, depended on the life
of any pregnant woman, and that of her
infant, I would {take all I held valuable on
her being attended by any old woman
midwife in England, in preference to any
man in the world. Whoever reads Nihel’s
Midwifery, will be fatisfied of this truth,
that wwomen are infinitely fafer than men.

Who can wonder at the profligacy of
the times, when it 1s known that even
women of chara&er foon become fo cal-
lous to the bafhfulnefs which ought to
chara&erize their fex (from being habitu-
ated to the familiarities of their Men-mid-
wives) that they will not {cruple informs-
ing a male vifitor, without even blufhing,
¢¢ T was not very well for fome days in the
cmmtr_:gf_fﬂ I came to town on purpa_}!lz to
be fatisfied by Dr. that I was 1n
a good way—ihe dear man has told me that

the
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child lies right—and 1 am perfectly eafy.”
Monftrous! that a lady can pretend to any
degree of modefty, and yet, zof content
with having @ firange man attending her
for hours when in labour (moft of that time
intimately acquainted with every part) the
can, without any compunétion, fend for
a man, and admit him without re-
{erve 10 the moft unbounded liberties, at a
time too, when fhe is as able to walk, and
do every other aéi of life, as if the was not
pregnant ! Pray let me afk her ladythip,
bow did ¢¢ The dear man,”—*¢ jweet Dr.
——,” find out how the child lay *—By
means [ufficient to taint the purity, and fully
the chaftity, of any woman breathing !—I
will boldly affirm, that, whoever admits
2 man to thofe licentious freedoms, cannot
pretend to anfwer for what may be the con-
fequences. If the laft circumitance does
not take place, it muft be owing, either to
an extraordinary infenfibility in the man,
or to the woman’s not fuiting his tafte,
having fuch choice of beauties tovifit. Sup-

pofe, for argument’s fake, that the fititious
God-
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Goddefs of Chaftity, Diana herfelf, was
on carth, and employed me to fatisfy
her doubts, during the months of preg-
nancy prior to labour—and her mind
of courfe, at firft, free from the f{maleft
tinGure of guilty ideas—yet, if I chofe it,
1 could fo bewilder her reafon, that fhe
thould Zofe fight of every principle of virtue
—and not be able to refufe me whatever I
chofe to defire.—When 2 man is in free
pofieffion of the Citadel, and all the out-
works furrendered at difcretion, it is then
too late to attempt guarding the town from
plunder. |

But fuppofing thefe advantages are not
always taken (which I .dare fay they are
not) it cannot be denied wwith truih but thefe
vifitations from Men-midwives, remove in
a great meafure, the horror of thofc in-
trufions on the advanced pofts of virtue,
which are its greateft fafeguards—and ferve
20 prepare the way for the addrefles of gay

young men, who make it their bufinefs
' C to
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to feduce married women into the paths of
infamy.

If any lady, defirous of exculpating her-
{elf from my cenfure, pleads that ¢¢ fhe
never admits a Man-midwife o familiari-
#7es but when 77 actual labour”—I1 an{wer,
that, even in aéiual labour, a «woman bas
many intervals of eafe, for many minutes
together quite free from pain—iz thofe in-
tervals, her mind cannot maintain its [pol-
lefs awhitenefs—in thofe intervals {he cannot
but e confcious, that the DOCTOR 75 in-
fringing on the HUSBAND.

But I believe there are very few women
who confine the Doftor’s famiharities to
, Mrs.

——, acquicfce in whatever he thinks

the times of real labour. Lady

right during all the months of pregnancy—
and muft he not be MORE than man, or
LESS THAN MAN, who, roving luxurioufly
through all the hidden charms of beauty,
can help being inflamed by paffion t—and,

if
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if inflamed by paffion, he may proceed oN
CERTAINTIES . . . he has an UNERRING
tell-tale under bis infpeétion, which gives
him 47 INFALLIBLE cue, when be may
fafely throw afide the matk, fearlefs {lf any
repulfe.

Shew fome fenfe of meodefty, ye
Duchefles, Countefles, &c. &c. and thofe
inferior women, whom vye bave debauched
by your bad examples, will agamn mitate
ve, in forfaking thefe {candalous practices.
Blufh, ye women of fathion, to own that
any man, befides your hutbands, 7s admitted
10 biberties with your perfons. No longer
talk of ¢ dear Do&or Hunter,” ¢ angelic
Do&or—" ¢ enchanting Doltor—." .. .
For my own part, tf'1 was a married man,
I declare it would be « matier of the ut
moft indifference to - me, whether my wife
had fpent the mght in a bagnio—or. an
hour of the forenoon locked wp with a
man-midwife in her drefling room.—lLet

g this
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this fhamelefs cuftom be abolithed, and
then virtue will fly back again to our me-
tropolis, with all her train of genuine felf-
approving pleafures—and England be once
more as much famed for the chaftity, as
for the beauty of its women.

Adieu, Mr. Printer—you have received
this letter from a fincere admirer of fe-
male modefty: Without it ¢ beauty
ceafes being lovely, or wit being engaging.”
Whoever pofiefles it cannot be enough
efteemed and regarded—whoever is defi-
cient 1n it cannot be fufficiently defpifed
and {lighted. Ye Englifh fair, it ought to
be your chara&eriftic ! but while your fa-
thers, hufbands, and brothers are unprin-
cipled, corrupted fenators—you think you
have a right to deviate from your point of
bonoury fince they fbew you the example in
their’s.

To
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\HE favourable reception my laft let-
ter met with from the public, leads
me to hope our married men will ferioufly
refleét on the dangers which attend the
employing Men-midwives to attend “their
wives, except in cafes where there 1s the
moft urgent neceflity for the mnterference
of art. I flatter myfelf it will not be dif-
ficult to convince fenfible, modeft women
of two undeniable truths, which nothing
but prejudice, or vice, can render them
blind to the force of :—Firft, that Men-
midwives are not fo fafe as women;—and
{fccondly, that it is abfolutely 1mpoflible to
?ermit men to take the unbounded freedoms
which Men-midwives falfely pretend are
neceffary, without throwing them{eclves en-
tirely af their mercy, and, at all events,
being polluted by their needlefs invation.

The Men-midwivesand their friends, have
wifely chofe to be filent. ‘Theyare conicious
my aflertions cannot be denied with any

{hadow

S S ———
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fhadow ‘of truth., they therefore prudently
have declined the combat. If they had at-
tempted controverting my arguments, they
muft have difcovered the fandy foundations
on which they have eftablifhed the idea of
gheir being the proper attendants on the la-
bours of women. Obje&ions which they
cannot remove,—dangers which they can-
not diffipate,—and impurities which no
varnith can conceal, they with to avoid
mentioning ; fearful left an attempt to an-
fwer my letter, thould difplay to the world
the weaknefs and infufficiency of their de-
fence, and ftimulate abler pens than mine
to continue the fubjeft too long for their
intereft. They vainly imagine my letter
will foon be forgotten, and be configned
to oblivion amongft wafte paper. But
they arc miftaken,—this letter thall ac-
company it annually to the prefs, to re-
mind my fair countrywomen of the in-
eftimable value of chaftity,—and to warn
them from thofe pra&ices which pave the
way to the moft flagrant breach of it ;—
and I am not without hope that I thall be

joined
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jomed by the friends of virtue, and affifted -
i the arduous tatk I have undertaken.
What undertaking can be more difficult to
fucceed in, than an endeavour to reform
the manners of a vicious age? Yet, en-
couraged by the confcioufhefs of the rec-
titude of my intentions, and of the fince-
rity of my withes to repair the foundations
of matrimonial happinefs, I freely offer
my fentiments to the world,—let the can-
did weigh them in the fcale of common-
{enfe,~—and either adopt, or difregard them,
as they appear to tend to the benefit, or
prejudice of mankind. ‘The confequence
of their decifion will principally affec
themfelves—,it will not reach to me.

The Men-midwives are fenfible, that,
when they urge their knowledge in ana-
tomy as a reafon for their being fafer than
women, they mean to take advantage of
2he ignorance of mankind, Where very
rare, pariicular circumftances occur, un-
doubtedly the knowledge of anatomy be-
comes then abfolutely neceflary to dire

the
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the operator in the means requifite to fave
the woman’s life. In that diftrefled, un-
happy, deplorable fituation, no modefty
can poflibly be violated. The poor af-
flicted woman, is, if fenfible, {o taken up
with anxious thoughts, and torturing
pains, that the is no# confeious of the trani-
attion—and the Royal Exchange, when
crouded, might be {pectators, without at-
trating her attention, or interrupting her
fears. It is quite different in @ very large
majority of labours. The woman has
many intervals of eafe,—f{he does not ap-
prehend there is any peculiar danger in
her cafe :—her mind, while free from
pain, 1s at liberty calmly to attend to
whatever is done. There 1s nct above one
labour in a thoufand where there is any
occafion for the knowledge of anatomy.
I infift that exceps in thofe very extraordinary
cafes, a knowledge of anatamy leads Men-
midwives frequently to do great mifchief.
It makes them impatient. They krow how
to bring on the labour pains,—they %now
bow to force the birth. Trom this DE-

D STRUC=
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STRUCTIVE KNOWLEDGE, numbers of chil-
dren are demolithed,—numbers of women
are thrown into fevers by lacerations and
inflammations, which might have the wortt
confequences, and which never would
have happened #f the knowledge of anatomy
had not ftempted men to have recourfe 7o
ART within the proper boundaries of NA-
TURE’s empire. For this reafon, if I was
a married man, I would not employ even
a woman who had been bred under a Man-
midwife. Her knowing the parts ANATO-
MICALLY, and wunderflending the UsE of
INSTRUMENTS, and purfuing the zeizing,
Jfiddling cuftoms of the men who had in-
ftru&ed her, inftead of recommending her
to me, would be a {ufficient caufe to pre-
vent my employing her.

THE ONLY SAFE KNOWLEDGE fo7 @ mid-
wife to pofefs, 1s, that which s taught by
EXPERIENCE. Whenever it ceqfes being
poffible for nature; with fuch affiftance,
to do her work, a‘bfﬁ, and then only, art
ought to be called 1n with inftruments to

her
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aid.—Yet our young women are not afha-
med premeditately to refolve on employing
men, though there are fuch a multitude
of chances againf! the fuppofition of a dead
child—or that there wi'l be occafion for
the deftru&ion of her infant to fave her
own life. It isfor this wanton ufe of men,
that I wifh I had abilities to expofe their
want of modeftyin colours ftriking enough
to hold out our women to the univerfal ri-
dicule of the world, and draw down on
them the contempt and indignation of the
virtuous.

Is it not laughable to hear of a modeft
woman fending for ¢ man to inform her
wbhether or not fhe is with child, and how
far gone?---Heavens! a little patience
would foon have cleared up that matter,
and the moft fkilful man may be miftaken,
even allowing the fuppofition (which 1s noT
probable) THAT HE MAY BE QUITE COOL,
and experience Xo FLUT TERING fenfations
fo confufe bis mind during THE SER10US in-
vefligation. 'Why cannot the lady allow a

Ik 2 Sfew
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few months to elapfe? Her doubts would
then have been removed, without any male
intrufions, without SCANDALOUS VIO=
LATIONS ¢f MODESTY—without, what I

term, SHAMEFUL POLLUTIONS OF HER
PERSON.

What muft Menmidwives think of thofe
ladies, who fend for them to be infpected
on fuch trifling occafions? Wkat can they
avoid thinking? Muft they not conclude,
that thofe ladies are reftrained from adul-
tery NoT by any principle of virtue, but by
a dread of the confequences; and, fince
they can admit no man to familiarities but
their Man-midwife (who is the priviledged
fatber confeffor of England) without lofing

~ their reputations, they are refolved to be
as immode/t, without lofing their characters,
as the depraved, profligate cuftom of the
world can authorize them ? Men-midwives
entertain each other with curious recitals
of theiradventuresamong the fair:---Sure-
1y thofe women cannot juftly be pitied, who
thus by their folly, or vice, furnifh fub-

jects
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jects firft for their fenfual ideas, and after=
qvards for their mirth.

I have been a good deal amufed by hear-
ing my letter commented on in different
companies, where the author was far from
being {ufpected to be prefent. The Men-
midwives, and the ladies who receive
pleafure from employing them, never can
forgive me for having expofed their con-
duct. All they can however fay againt
me, is, that 1 am ¢ very indelicate ;”---
that < st 75 a fhame fuch papers fhould ap-
pear.”’---Let them be informed, Mr. Prin-
.ter, that IF I AM ‘“ INDELICATE,” it is
‘becaufe THEY ARE IMMODEST. Where
the bane is corrupred, the fleth muft be re-
moved, and zbe foul parts laid bare, in or-
der to be ftraped, and purified---defperate
diforders require defperate remedies. The
¢ fbame” does not confiff IN WHAT I WRITE
but IN WHAT THEY DO.---Leéf them quiT
THEIR PRACTICE, T will mopf readily throw

afide my pen.



(-3p ]

I (hould be forry to entertain fo bad an
opinion of the generality of my fair coun-
trywomen, as to {uppofe them hardened
by the depraved cuitom of the times, be-
yond a poffibility of being roufed toa fenfe
of danger for themfelves and infants, and
to a fenfe of virtue. DoCtor Hunter Is,
beyond difpute, zbe bef} Man-midwife 1n
the world---yet, let the advocates for the
indiferiminate ufe of men laytheir hands cn
their hearts, and anfwer me ingenuoufly
this queﬂ;‘i{m---Suppofe any three of the
befft Midwives in London had loft 7z #beir
lives, the fame number of women of fafhion
Do&lor Hunter has loft witdin thefe two or
three years,* would they not have exclaim-

cd

% T would by no means be underflood to infinuate
the moft ditant refie€tion on Dr. Hunter’s manage-
ment. 1 have not the fmalleft idea that any of thole
deaths were in confequence of the leaft fault in his exe-
cution of his bufinefs. I only mentioned them to {hew
that misfortunes mayhappenwith the moft able Man-mid-
wife ; and therefore that it is cruel to name one or two
accidents as proof of a woman’s being unfafe, fince they
will happen to the fisft man in the whole world. I look

on
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ed loudly, and zakern advantage of thofe
deaths #0 prove the danger of employing wo-
men? All England would have rung of
their mifmanagement—and the women
would have been ruined —There are wo-
men in London who have laid {everal thou<
fands, and yet never loft either a mother
or an infant.

Though the abandoned cuftom excul-
pates ladies in the eftimation of a diflipa-
ted world, yet I recommend to their con-
fideration bowtheir thoughts, during the vifits
of Men-midwives, will tand the teft of the
penetrating eye of their Creator.

on Dr. Hunter as a moft {kilful anatomift; able phy-
fician j; experienced, tender, patient Man-midwife. If
itwas left to me to call any man to the labour of 2 wo-
man in imminent danger, and whofe life was linked in
mine, Dr. Hunter is the man I would fend for with-
out a moment’s hefitation, his fkill, but, aboveall, his
experience, AGE, and INFIRMITIES, render him the
ONLY man proper to be allowed s take liberties with
married women. Yet any woman of experience, in my
opinion, is infinitely fafer than even Dr. Hunter, except

in very extravrdinary cafes,

I
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I hope to live to fee the day, when in-
nate modefty will be the characteriftic of
Englifh women ; and of courfe, whena lady
will not be more publickly branded with
infamy for the moft barefaced proftitution,
than for the effrontery which will then be
neceflary to enable a woman wantonly to
employ

A MAN-MIDWIFE.

LET-
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LETT BRI

- ¥ N my two laft letters, I believe I fatis-

fied thofe who are open to conviition, that
even the beff Men-midwives are nof fo fafe
as women,—and that the cuftom 1s de-
ftructive of modefty, and affords thofe
Men-midwives who chufeit, finer feraglios
than are in the pofleffion of the moft luxu-
riant Monarchs of the Eaft.

There are bad confequences attending
the practice which I have not mentioned.
It is productive of danger, and of many
evils, even when followed by the moft emi-
nent men in London;—who can fix limits
then to its pernicious confequences, when
a fet of raw, unflilful young men are turn-
ed loofe through this town—round its
{kirts—and over the whole kingdom, and
are received by the credulous multitude
with no other recommendation than the

words over the door of ¢ , Surgeon and
“ Man-midwife?” Boys think themfelves
qualified for Men-midwives, by having at-

E tended
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tended.one or two courfes of leCtures under
Do&or Hunter,—or, perhaps, without
having heard any letures at all, or ever
having feen a fubjeCt anatomized, ftart
from behind an apothecary’s counter—and
begin their career, murdering of infants
without mercy ; and with impunity laying
the foundation for cancers, and the mofit
dreadful difeafes in women ;—not to men-
tion the chance of their ruining the peace
of families, by introducing vice and dif-
cord, where health and harmony might
otherwife have gladdened their ferene dwel-
lings.—They know enough of the ways
requifite to'ufe force ; they have heard
female Midwives blamed for allowing te-
they think they will be
deemed cxpert, In proportion Zo ¢he quick-
nefs with which they bring the child into
the world,—and the mifchiefs they of courfe

dious labours ;

give rife to are innumerable ! It is not in

the nature of things poflible that 2 young
man, ever {o well qualified by ffudy, can be
a fafe Midwife—how dreadful then muft
the fituations be of thofe poor women who

are
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are in the hands of the numberlefs men
who praf’cice that bufinefs throughout Eng-
land ! The people ignorantly take for
granted THAT THE SEX conflitutes know-
ledge—infures fafety ! The truth 1s, The
SEX alone 15 fufficient to render ANY KNOW=

LEDGE deftructive in general praltice. 1If
the men muf? be introduced into the priva-
ctes of women, I would earneftly recom-
mend it a8 THE MOST ESSENTIAL quali-
Jication requifite To PREPARE them for the
ftudy, that they {fubmit to having their
VOICES made delicate. |

And here I {hould have finifhed my let-
ter, and the fubject, if I had not {een an
Eflay in the Gazetteer of the 17th, figned
¢ Old Chiron,” which I cannot avoid mak-
ing {fome remarks on, before I conclude.

‘The author of it ufes tolerable language,
and probably could write pretty well on
any other fubject. He has done as much
as could have been attempted in order za
continue the delufive error which blinds

E 2 mankind.
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mankind. He knew he had nof Truth on
hisfide—hehas therefore put words togetber,
he has boldly denied,
he has
as boldly gfferted, WHAT NEVER HAP-
peNeED—and then loughed-off falts, truft-
ihg by ridicule to conceal their exiftence.
The pen of Fanius could not defend the
women who ufe men.

witbout argument
what itis impoffible to difprove

I believe ¢he thinking part of the world
will join with me in opinion, that he would
have fhewn more wifdom if he had re-
mained filent. A bad defence does harm
to any caufe—and the more able the defen-
der appears in his ftile and language, the
worle it is for his caufe when he convinces
his readers, that even Ass abilities cannot do
it fervice. The more this {fubjet 15 in=-
veftigated, the more prejudicial 1t will be
to his profeflion.* A practice, adopted, and
continued through a jumblement of 16No-
rANCE and VICE, can only be favoured by
{uffering an impenetrable{hade fo ver/aGions

¢ only for darknefi.
4 Old

* | take for granted, Old Chiron is 2 Man-midwife.

|
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Old Chiron has been drove {fo hard as
to have been forced to affert that the fe-
male Midwives always ¢ cram their patients
keeping them intoxicated
“ during the time they are in labour”—and
that they act like infernal fiends, ¢ driving
<« poor women up and down flairs, notwirh-
< flanding their sHR1EKS, and fhaking them
< fo viglently as often to bring on convul-

¢« with cordials

< fion fits, on pretence of haftening their
¢¢ Jabours-——laughing at their crics

¢« and breaking wretched jefts upon the
¢ contorfions of the women, whofe tor-
¢« ments would make a feeling man fhud-
¢¢.der at the fight.” I believe that
itis not poffible any one can be /o fillily cre-
dulous as to have faith in thefe moft Shock-
ing, unnatural, improbable, horrid recitals
Is it pofiible even if fucb a brute in an hu-~
man {hase found an entry into an houfe,
that the poor lying-in woman could be able

to be forced ¢ up and down flairs 2 ——and
allow herfelf to be fhook 2 If fhewas ignorant
enough, and foolifh enough to confent,

would ber relations ber friends-——anxi~

oufly
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oufly attending her, likewtfé be Jo ignorant
as not to know fuch treatment was high-
Iy improper, as well as cruel beyond canni-
bal brutality? And this too in England!
where bearing of children is not fo verjr un-
common, {o very extraordinary a circum-
ftance, as that aMidwife could find means
to perfuade people into fuch dreadful ab-
furdities '—The idea 7s z00 ridiculous ! T have
fcen among my near relations, many wo-
men in labour, as long as it was decent for
a man to be prefent ; and declare I have
always {een their Midwives treat them with
the utmoft tendernefs. I have enquired
of {everal ladies of my acquaintance, each
of whom has bore many children, and al--
ways cmployed women, and they have all
declared they never even feard of any thing
in the moff diffant manner refembling fuch
treatment, as this znferefled author has a-
~ bufed his talents by relating. To vouch
falichoods, and for tbe moft malignant pur-
pofes, needs no comment. Perhaps fome
diabolical wretch may have behaved in this
but 1s that ground enough to

erect

manner
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ere& defamations on, againft the whole
fex? If fuch proof was to be admitted de-
cifive, I could feverely retaliate on him
Juch proceedings of men, as would melt
an heart of adamant! and I could bring
demonfitrable evidence to confirm the au-
thenticity of my relations—but I have al-
ready been called ¢ indelicate”— and if 1
was to write the horrors my pen could un-
fold—delineate facts, painting tbe indecen-
cies, and barbarities of men whom I could
name, 1 thould tndeed be indelicare. What
muft then the acts bave been, which no
LANGUAGE can convey a defiription of,
without offending the virtuous, and fhocking
the bumane ! yet I fhould look on myfelf
as very culpable if I had inftanced thefe
men as flandards for the whole profefiion
to be judged by. I gave the preference 70
aomen, NOT becaufe all men WERE BRUTES,
but becaufe tbe greateft Saint on earth, 1r a
MAN iz health, could not anfwer for his
principles being proof againit the zrref)i:-
ble temptations arifing from being freely in-
dulged in the moft luxurious liberties with all

the
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the feminine beauties of lovely women,—
and becaufe their knowledge of anatomy,
and their INSTRUMENTS being ready at
band, too often fempt them to ufe force,
and do mifchief in parts of the moft ex-
guifite fenfibility, which #o art, o care, no
remedy, can ever after repair; where, if
nature had been allowed to do her office,
fthe would have been « fafe operator, and
all would have ended happily ; and let any
impartial perfon decide whetber a man, who
knows every method of forcing the birth,
or a woman, whois confcious of being wun-
acquainted with THAT DANGEROUS KNOW -
LEDGE, drée MOST LIKELY Zfo alter the
COURSE OF NATURE, by interfering, where
It
is an indifputable fa&, that women have
fuch a peculiar {ympathy for females big
with young, that ninety-nine out of an

the ought to be THE soLEe altor?

hundred carry it to {fuch an excefs as to be
anxious about brutes in that fituation. I
have often heard ladies uneafyabout mares
they have feen with foal, and bitches with .
whelp. It is an I'?é’ﬂfﬂﬂ implanted, and

mterwoven
|
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interwoven with their natures by the Great
Source of all things, for the wifeft pur-
pofes. Thofe who have felt the agonies of
child birth, furely muft be able to {fympa-
thize more feclingly than men who can only

form an idea of them by theory. Women
muft be allowed to have more tendernef(s
{o that
every view we cannot conteft the point of
{fenfibility with them. Yet this author af-
ferts women are improper for Midwives
becaufe they are moff inhuman---becaufe

in their natures than men

they drive their fellow-creatures up and
down ftairs---and fhake them into con-
vulfion fits! did old Chiron write ironical-
ly? or did he mean to betray the caufe of
the male-practitioners, by afferting ficti-
tious nonfenfe, which carries falfehood on
Let any one view the forceps,
and then judge wherher it 1s @ GENTLE IN=
STRUMENT ? £ [peaksit’s office |---Let any
one view the crotchet, crooked {ciffars, &c.
ﬁ;arp knives to be fure are inftruments fit

it’s face ?

to be trufted in every hand! they purfue
K bealing
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bealing meafures! they never con.mit #ur=
der !

" The writer was pleafed to confine hime
{eif to what I faid- of the Hottentot wo=
men, becaufe the heat of their cimate was
adapted to his purpoie. I mentioned like-
wife < the wilds of America,” and the
kingdoms of Scotland and Ireland. I
fancy thofe countries are cold enough in
winter,

He has quoted the pradice of the Athe-
nians as an example for our women,
Though Heathen wirtues are great re-
proaches o Chriftian wices (1 fhould have
{aid, on the vices of people who are only
Chriftians in name, by outwardly profefiing
what their lives are daily contradicting) yet
I {hould imagine 79 Heatben impurities ought
to be admitted patterns againft Chriftian
virtues.—Our furgeons are better anato-
mifls than the Athenians were ; but I am
afraid the Athenian men were better Chrif-
tians, though they lived before the birth
of our Saviour,

¢ But i
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t« But the women of quality do f6o fall #
¢ Jpve with their Docors.”—I beg he will
excufe me,~—I #ever fuppofed they rELL
IN LOVE With THEIR MALE INSPECTOR.
The fenfations which Men-midwives give rife
to, deferve mot the name which diftin-
guithes zbat NOBLE paffion 0F THE SOUL.—-
Love,allies usto our Divine Original, elevates
our ideas to Heaven, and make us emulous ¢f
worthy actions ! It’s fignification is fcanda-
loufly perverted, when ufed to delcribe z4¢
zmpure gratifications of fenfe, which de-
grade us below the brutes |—Love, and Vir=
tue, are infeparable. Love never infpires
the human heart, but when #haf beart is
in purfuit of virtue ; when vicious purpofes
pollute tie mind, 2’s end 1s Jufl.

¢ Has there eéver beén related an in-
ftance of fo unnatural 4 connexion 2 Many
where £ bas been attempted—feveral where
it has ficceeded.  Any perfon may buy the
trial of Doctor Morley, where they will
fee that he was conviéted, and fined a thou-
fand pounds, for feducing Mrs. Biker. The
poor woman accufed the Doctor on her
) e death-
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death-bed, and told the whole tranfaéion.
The Doctor pleaded to his friends the
“ firength of the temptation, the frailty of
“¢ nature; andthe impofiibility of any man’s
<¢ refifting fuch powerful charms.” He quitted
his bufinefs ; zhe Jadies, however, approved
his conduct,—it RECOMMENDED bim TO
THEIR FAVOUR, and be was more employ=
ed than ever! Doctor was forced to
feign madnefs to efcape the rage of an in-

jured hufband, for having frightened his
wife to death ! She happened to be a vir-
tuous, though NoT 4 MODEST, woman l—
Count STRUENZY too was a Man-mid-
wife.—Would he ever have dared to lift
his eye, or breathe his infamous paflion
to a * % % # % if he had not been encous
raged and familiarized by the freedoms ad-
mitted by the profefiion of a Man-~midwife?
Certainly no. Whoever reads the news-
papers of three years back, will find many
paragraphs informing us of profecutions
of Men-midwives for crim. con.

¢ A man
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«« A man #zever {cen by them dbur in
<« their diftrefs, is fure moft unlikely to
¢ become an objeCt of rheir defire ; nor
¢¢ can the ladies, however lovely in the
¢ bloom of health, be fupofed capable of
retaining their attractions i the hour of

-

L ]

-
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agony.”—The writer knows that neither
of thefe aflertions are matters of fact. In
regard to the firft, many women f{ee their
Men-midwives iz perfect bealth, to be in-
formed if they are with child? How far
gone? ¢ Whether the child lies right?”
and on many other PRETENCEs.—Men and
women, on fuch fr_ju'ﬂg occalions, muft
give way to NATURE—tbere 15 no poffibility
of withflanding 1t.—As to women’s ot
being ¢ attractingly lovely when in labour,”
—there he likewife muft have been fen-
{ible that he erred from truth. Thofe
pains rather add to beauty; and though,
during the continuance of racking tortures,
neither party can attend to any thing but
the pains felt on one fide, and the com-
paflion which a good man muf¥ fympa-
thize in on the other; yet iz the intervals

(many
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(many there a/ways are, and generally they

are long intervals) no uneafiucfs on cither

fide leaves the minds of borh at liberty to
entertain ozber IDEAS.

«« And if he” (the Man-midwife) < is at
¢ all to anfwer for their conduét, is, I
¢¢ think, only to be reckoned with ror
‘¢ RECOVERING THEM [0 early, and so
¢ PUTTING IT IN THEIR POWER TO g0
“ gbroad and coquET IT the fooner.—
The author is pleafed to be facetious with
the ladies!' 1 do not at all wonder that
thofe men who have fuch jfoundation for
cenfuring their condu&, prefume thus to
ridicule them for their eagernefs to vifit,
in order to receive the bomage of their cri-
minal admirers! 1 {hould have thought,
however, that the fubje¢t was not of a
nature which could authorize fuch inde-
cent raillery. It verifies the old proverb,
““ too much familiarity breeds contempt.”’

As to the aflertion, that ¢ the faculty
« employ mentotheir own wives”—Iknow

very
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very many inftances to the contrary—and
even if this was otherwife, it would be by
no means conclufive. Men who have
Such choice of fine women g take the moft
Vcentious liberties with, moft probably
cannot remain long faithful to their own
wiv‘cé—they may therefore eafily be fup-
pofed {foon to become fo indifferent about
them, as to be very ready to fuffer their
own brethren to lay them, by way of
KEEPING UP THE FARCE, and d/inding the
world. I take for granted however they
permit no private examinations. They are
too much in the fecret,

The gentleman concludes with telling
us a ftory of Dr. Ford’s having attended
a poor woman for three days and nights,
who had been ill ufed by a woman.——
What then ?—It only proves that Dr,
Ford is not deftitute of humanity, and thas
there is ONE woman who interfered with
nature, and ¢f courfe did mifchief-—1 know
he ¢ is a favourite with many women of
ft diﬁiﬁ&ion”——but thofe ladies BEST Anow

1.QW
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dow he’ bas recommended bimfelf to their
Javour. Neither Dr. Ford, mnor Dr.
Hunter, can prefume to affirm, that they
never take the moft intimate freedoms with
ladies, when there 1s no chance for la-
bour. Indeed, the ladies make no fe-
cret of it—they now can {ubmit to thofe

examinations on the morning of an af-
fembly, tell their company of it at dinner,
and go to a tavern to fupper! |

‘And now, Mr. Printer, allow me 7o
take my leave of you, and the public on
this theme.~The unprejudiced will be
convinced—at leaft it was this flattering,
this moft pleafing hope, that ftimulated
me to write on this fubjet.—I can have no
finifter views—the conduct of the world
will not interfere with my happinefs —for
I never will marry any woman, unlefs I
know herf{entiments correfpond with mine.
The public arc now in' pofiefiion of all
I can think on the fubjeé ---The good
fenfe of the people of England will decide
how far my hints may conduce to their do-

meftic

- -



I

meftic happinefs.—I leave fo other peng to
proceed on it, in anfwer to any writer whe
may enter the lifts againft me. Whoever
wifhes to know my fentiments may re-
view thefe three letters. I fhould be an
hypocrite, if I attempted to conceal, that,
as I took up my pen for the benefit of the
community, fo 1 fhall be moft bighly grati-
fied, if 1 hereafter find my time has been
been employed to purpofe, in cpening the
eyes of the thoughtlefs, inforuung the igno-
rant, and warning the virtuous. 1 defpair
of thaming the immodeft !

While I live, I fhall think xo woMAN
MmopesT who employs

A MAN-MIDWIFE.

f o G APPE N-
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APPENDIX

. S I do not with to bewilder the

Judgments of my Readers, but to
convince theiwr Underftandings,---and 3s
I have, throughout my Letters, laid fo
much Weight on the Dangers which at-
tend hurrying the Labours of Women, I
cannot difmifs this Pamphlet into the
World without endeavouring clearly ro de-
monfirate the Utility of allowing Naturc
to adbere [triélly to ber own Period for ac-
complifhing the Birth.

‘Men, who have nof been accufiomed to
thinking ;---but whofe Lives have been
fpent In the various Occupations, or dif-
fipated Pleafures of the World, by having
been habituated daily to view the com-
mon round which Providence takes 1n the
natural Events of Life, never felt their
Wonder and Admiration excited by con-
fidering them in the Manner which 1s in-
cumbent on reafonable, intelligent Beings.

Thofe,
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Thofe, on the other Hand, whofe oh‘ll'y*-
real Enjoyments proceed from a delight-
ful Indulgement of the Soul in Contem-
plations on the aftonithing Works of Ged,
diveft themfelves of that Familiarity to
them which the hourly Evidence of their
Senfes would otherwife have obfcured---« -

and render’d Matter for no rational Re-
- ‘.
flection.

Thus we are blind to the furprizing
progreffive Change, which enlarges a new
born Infant, to the fize of Manhood ! or
a fmall Seed, to a large Tree !---If an In-
fant, zhe day after its Birth, was to walk
round the Town, in compleat fymmetry
of Perfon, and fix Feet high, would not
the Miracle forcibly firike the Minds of
the moft thoughtlefs of our Species ?---
The difference is made only 4y Cuftom.
Twenty Hours, and Twenty Years, are -
exactly the fame in the Sight of God !..-
My Amazement is excited by feeing the
Change wrought iz twenty Years, to the
full in a5 bigh a degree, as the fame Stght,
1 twenty Hours, would raife the Aftonifh-

G2 ment
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meént of an embroidered Maccaroni at
Carlifle Houfe, or, of an infinitely more
rational, efteemable Being; a poor, igno-
rant Labourer 1n the Fields!

The Work of Nature, 71z Labour, 1s one
of it’s moft extraordinary Acts!---Untilt
the Parts are iz fome degree prepared by the
miraculous Change effected in them &y zbe
Labour Pains, the Child could no imore
enter the World than it could fly into the
Clouds !---Untill the Parts are properly
prepared, the Child cannot appear with-
out rhe moft obvious Danger.

Every Pain has it’s Office,---it lubri-
cates---it dilates. Where thefe Pains are
not violent---are nof quick 1n their Re-
turn---but are lingering, and tedious, they
plainly indicate that zhe Woman requires
great Preparation---Nature is gradually, and
by the moft gentle Means, forwarding zhe
Diftenfion---and if left 20 berfelf, will not
bring on the Birth till every thing i5s ac-
commodaied to ber Purpofe.

Men
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Men Midwives, feldom wait for Nature’s
Moment. Women are obje&ed to, be-
caufe they are tedious---Men are extol-
led for their quicknefs. If Doctor — has
two or three pregnant Ladies waiting,
from whom he expeéts handfome Pay-
ments, he will zake Merit from haftening
the Birth---and if any Accident happens
from his Impatience, his Reputation-is
too well eftablifh’d to fuffer in the Eyes of
Mankind---and the Misfortune is attribu-
ted to fome of the common Cafualties at-
tending Labour, when it derived it’s
Source folely from the Doctor’s having
brought the Child forward, wrraturally,
before the Parts were pre-difpofed, by a
proper diftenfion, for it’s Reception, and
Paflage. I fear two Ladies died lately
owing to this very Practice. The Parts
inflamed---the Inflammation f{pread by
Sympathy---the Bowels mortified. If
thefe Ladies had lain-in in the Country,
and had employ'd common, plain Wo-
men, who pretended to no Knowledge
but what they derived from Experience,
it 1s 2 Million to one that the Ladies would
now have been alive and well. .

The
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"The Men-midwives not only give rife
to Inflammations by bringing the Child
before the Woman has felt balf the num-
ber of Pains which Nature intended 70 pre-
difpefe the Parts---but likewile by their
abominable Dilataticns. Can any Praétice
be more repugnant to common Senfe, than
that of irritating the exquifitely fenfitive
nervous Fibres of thofe Parts, by way of
preparing them for Diftenfion ? The Men
abfolutely counteralt the very end they pre-
tend to have in view, by Dilatation !---
Fri¢tion muit 1rritate---irritation muft in-
flame---Inflammation muft consrad. It
153 no Wonder if Parts {o nicely conftruét-
ed---highly irritated for (perhaps) Hours,
thould inflame after the Birth, and be pm-‘
ductive of the moft dreadful Confe-
quences !---Yet their Officioufnefs recom-
mends them fo the Ladies !---1 really can-
not find Words to inform my Readers
of every Circumftance I with to relate. I
ftart Hints---and leave them to purfue

the Subject by an exertion of their own
Reafon. '

I have
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I have now entirely done with all which
relates to the Danger Women and Chil-
dren run through officzous, thameful Im-
patience. 1 have only to recommend one
{erious RefleCtion to thofe Hufbands who
think their Happinefs would be inter-
rupted by detecting any Infidelity in their
Wives. I beg they will confider zbe Ad-
vantages they give Men-midwives, in al-
lowing them fo many favourable Oppor-
tunitics of extolling the perfonal Charms of
the Ladies, whofé Beauties lie open to theu‘
moft curious Refearches. No Men can
poffibly have fuch critical Opportunities for
engl'atiating themfelves with the Fair.
Flattery, cRITICALLY applied to Women,
has ftrange Effects. They can accompany
their Flattery with Zrrefiftible Perfuafives.
‘The facred Names of Religion and Ho-
nour may be made Subfervient to their Pur-
pofes. The more theyare pretended to be
prized in their Eftimation, the more ey
may be urged in proof of the bewitching Al-
lurements, and forcidle Power of thofe
hidden Beauties, which have obliterated
every Remonftrance of Virtue, and ftifled
every
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every Check of Confcience. The poor
‘Woman’s Pify is excited, when fhe views
the ftrongeft Principles of her < dear
Man” overcome by A¢r Charms---fhe can
only blame berfelf for poflefling fuch pro-
voking Temptations---fhe is blinded by the
Affiftance of Nature---ber own Vanityturns
Advocate for the Doctor, and acquits him
of Villainy during the Empire of Paffion ;
though the refurn of Reafon, when too
late ! difcovers the Artifices which have”
accomplifh’d her Ruin!

THE AUTHOR.

I hope Doctor Hunter will pardon zbe
latter part of the Reference, at the bot-
tom of my fecond Letter. I fear I mifre-
prefented him in attributing Infirmities to
his fhare which I am inform’d he never
yet has experienced. His Abilities are
great---and if a Man muft be employ’d,
T think he may be called in with as much
{afety as any Man of his Profeffion.

& As



85" As this Pamphlet recommends the
employing of Women, the Publifbers bave
taken fome Pains to procure a Liff of thofe
who are eminent in their Profeffion---and on
the beft information recommend the follow-
ing Midwives to thofe Ladies who bave too
much Modefty to employ Men---and who are

_convinced by the preceding Pages that the
Men are not fo [afe as Women.

Mrs. Nihell Hay Market

Mrs. Brooke :

e Hbodn } C’?? }K:qy Court, Little

M e ritain

NEr L Mould .E.'k{;zéﬁrs Row, St.
Martin’s Le Grand

Mrs. Reynard

Mes. Forreft } Bartholomey Clofe

Mrs. Smith } Gt Lo s bl

Mrs. Page

Mrs. Phallips Garlick Hill

Mrs. Andrews  Bufb Lane,Cannon Street

Mrs. Longbottom Near Guy’s Hofpital

Mrs. Richardfon Weftmingfter

Mrs. Souden Rateliff Row, Old Street

Mrs. Hall Bunhill Row, Ditto

Mrs. Barnet Somerfet Street, White-

Mrs. Larkin Chapel

Mrs. Blunt Swallow Str. Golden Sg.

Btite L uelton, Amen-Corner, Paternofler

Row

e L ow L. B












