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THE Author, having been solicited to Jpublish the
Sfollowing Sermon, bas, in complying with the requesty
taken the liberty to fill ujr some chasms, and add a litile
more light and shade, where he thought necessary. He
has also interspersed a jfew Notes at the foot of some of the
[feages, illustrative of important joints in Christian theology.

. The Elogy ke proclaims over the deceased is, that he is num-=
bered among those, who shall be had in everlasting
vemembrance. 45 to the Sermon, he has only to say,
that he has endeavoured to speak and writey with soberness.
and truthy, aud hopes it will be read with attention and-

candour. dAnd ke feels himself gratified, that the several
hundreds of people, who, stimulated by sincere resfielt to the

deceased, came to hear the Sermony but could not get within

the walls of the Chafiel, will now have the opjrortunity of
reading it at their own habitations.
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A SERMON, &..

1 Thejfalonians, 1v. 13.

# ; woULD NOT HAVE YOU TO BE IGNORANT, BRETHREN,
¢ CONCERNING THEM THAT ARE ASLEEP, THAT'YE
¢ sorRROW NOT, EVEN AS OTHERS, WHICH HAVE NO

 HoprE."

Mf’xN is formed, by the great Author of nature, pro-
pitious to the focial life: he gives ample proof of this,
in his domeftic, civil, commercial, and religious in-
tercourfe. Yet, the Chriftian religion, is wifely de-
figned, and commodioufly adapted, to improve his
focial powers, by impregnating them with principles
of more catholic, mere permanent, and more exalted
benevolence.

The apoftle Paul having heard, that {fome of the
members of the Chriftian church, at Theflalonica, had
departed this life ; and that furviving friends and re-
latives were much affe@ed thereby---having loft their
{ociety, their counfel, and friendfhip ; he, willung to
leffen their immoderate grief, and adminiiter conlola-
tion to their forrow ful hearts, affures them, upon the
foundation of revealed religion, that they fhould meet
them again, in a better world, embrace each other,
and part no more. In our text he fays, 1 wwould not
have yau to be ignorant, brethren, concerning them awhich
are aflecp, that ye forrow noty, even as others which have

A 3 uo
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no hope : And in verfe 14, we learn what he means by
the term czﬂgep, namely,ﬂqumg, or dying, in 7efus.

Our deceafed, and much valued friend, being
fully perfeaded in_ himfelf, that his afflition would
baflle the fkill of the ableft phyficians, and foon ter-
mirate ir ghaflly death, frequently made ufe of thefe
words, to confole his relatives on the expeéted event:
and, lcoking forward, he realized death with pleafure,
felt unfhaken at its approach, and rejoiced in certain
hope of felicitating joys beyond the grave.

" That the text may be rendered ufeful to us, who
are affembled together on the prefent mournful occa-
fien, I fhall endeavour to confider,

First, what feeping in Fefus fuppofes;

SEcoNDLY, what it implies ; and

TrirpLY, view the words, as defigned to com-
fort furviving relatives on the death of - their friends,
that they forrow nor, even as others whick have no hope.

And First, this feeping in Fefus, {uppoles the
{peculative knowledge of the doétrines of the Chrif-
tian religion, when alive in the body. The ferip-
tures fuppofe man to be a fallen, guilty, miferable,
helplefs, and loft creature, under the curfe of the law
of God, and liable to everlafting punifhment: They
affirmatively declare this to be ouar cafe. = By one man,
(viz. Adam, fays St. Paul) fin entered into the aworld, and
deaih by fin; and fo death faffed upon all men, for that (or
rather, in whm, 1. e. in Adam) all have fiuned ; finned,
and come fort ¢f obtaming the glovy of God, or eternal
life, by the firft covenant of God with-man (a).

Adam,

{a/ Rom, v, 2. Rom. ili, 23,
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Adam, the federal head of mankind, having fin-
ned himfelf, and introduced fin into the ‘world, all
his pofterity, are conceived in Siny and jhapen in . inie
quity (6). The wicked are ¢firanged from the womb, they
&0 aftray as foon as they be born, Jfceaking lie; (c). Mofes,
fpeaking of the antediluvians, fays, 4ud God faw that
the wickednefs of man was great in the earth, and that
every, or, the whole, imagination of the theughts, and the
purpoles and defires, of 4is heart was only evil continually,
or every day (4). David, defcribing the corruption
of a natural man, fays, Tle fool hath faid in his heart,
There is no God, + they are corrupt, they have done aboming-
ble wworks, there is none that deeth good. The Lord looked
down from heaven upon the children of men, tofee if there
were any that did underfiand, and feeh God, T, liey are all gone
afidey they are altogether became filthy : there is none that doeth
good, no not one (¢). Jeremiah’s teftimony, to the truth
of this, is, The heart is deceitful above all things, and
defierately wicked (). And our Lord confirms the
whole, where he fays, From withing out of the heart of
many  firoceed evil thoughts, adulteries, ﬁmimﬁinm, MY -
dersy thefts, covetoufnefs, wickednefs, deceit, lafcivioufuefs,
an evil eyey blafhhemy, firide, Soolifhnefs (g). We have
one uniform teftimony, of the great degeneracy of
man, from the beginning of the bible to the end of
it; and the truth of thefe records s confirmed by the
experience of all ages, and generations of men, from
the beginning of the world, to this prefent time : the
neceflary confequence of which is, #as every mouth is
Seopfed, mone innocent, and all the world is become guilty
before God (h). |
s | As
(BP0t 5. () Pa. ik 3 (d) Gen. vi. 8. fe) Pla xiv 7
2===3. (f) Jer. xvii. g. (&) Mark vii, 21, 22, (1) Rom, iii, 19,
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As the Chriftian religion fuppofes man to be in
this wretched, miferable ftate, by nature and prac-
tice ; fo it allo brings him good tidings of great joy, which
Jhall be to all fiesple, namely, a Saviour, which is Chrif

the Lord (7). The name of the Saviour is * F¢/us, (£)
a name that is big with falvation, and imports no-
thing lefs than complete deliverance; deliverance.
from Sin, its guilt, dominion, pollution, and curfe j
from Satan, his power, fervice, malice, and govern-
ment ; from the World, its {pirit, maxims, and {nares :
and alfo, it gives the certain enjoyment of grace
here, of pardon, peace, and holinels; and the full
pofleflion of glory hereafter, of the vifion of God,
the fociety of angels and faints, and pleafures, infi-
nitely great, and eternally new.

This Saviour, Jefus Chrift, is God and man, in
ane perfon. As God, he is the fecond Perfon in the

EVEL
(i) Luke ii. 10, 11. (%) Matt. i. 21,

* Jefus is our Lord’s perfonal name; not a name merely of
office, as the names Chrift, Meffiah, Mediator, &c. are. It was
not given him by private fancy, as parents give names to their
children; not by Mary his mother, nor by Jofeph his reputed
father; but by God himfelf, by the mnifiration of an angel, be-
fore his conception and birth, communicated firft to Mary, and
then to Jofeph. Jolhua in the Hebrew, and Jefus in the Greek,
are of the fame fignification, ‘both meaning a Saviour. There
were two Jolhuas, under the Old Teftament, who were illuftrious
types of our Jefus; Jothua the fon of Nun, Ifrael’s captain at their
fult fettlement in Canaan; and Jofhua the fon of Jofedech, that
was their high-prieft at their return from the Babylonian captivity.
The former of thefe [Jofhuas, is twice, in the New Teftamerit,
called  Jelus. Ads vii. 45. and Heb. iv. 8. . Jofhua, the fuc-
ceffor of Mofes, was firft called Heflea; but Mofes upon the
borders of Jordan, to confirm the faith of the Ifraelites of God’s
giving them viftory over the Canaanites, under the command of
Jothua, prefixed the firft fyllable of 'his” own name, the name -
Jehovah, to Jothua’s, making it Jebofhua; which fignifies, Jehovah
fhall fave by Jothua; or, Jehovah fhall be with Jothua, to fave

you. Numb. xiii. 16. Jebothua, by contration Joihua, and
with the Greek termination, Jefus, ]
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ever bleffed and glorious Trinity. This is a do@rine
unknown to the religion of nature; but it is moft
clearly revealed in the holy feriptures. We read
there of three glorious Perfuns, under the names 6f
Father, Son, and Hely Ghoft. We find that each
of thefe is diftin@ from each other ; diftiné perfonal
properties and aions are afcribed to them ; and the
divine effence belongs to all three. Zhere are THREE
that bear record in heaven ; the F ATHER, the WoRrnp,
and the Hory Grost: and thefe THREE are oNE(1):
This is a plain revelation of the Trinity. Here are
three perfons, or perfonal fubftances, manifeftly dif-
tinguithed from one another ; fince otherwife there
could not be this threefold witnefs; and yet their
unity is exprefsly afferted. This prime article of
Revealed religion, is indeed myfterious; and fo muf}
every thing, that concerns the nature of God, be to
8s. We do not pretend to explain the mode of it,
becaufe that is not revealed, and confequently is in-
explicable, covered with impenetrable darknefs.
We believe the fa&, but how it is fo, we know not,
and therefore do not believe any thing about it,

~4As God, he 15 alflo an eternal, n&ceﬂ'arfy, felf-
exiflent, and independent Being. The holy fcrip-
tures alcribe to him the proper names of the fupreme
God; all the effential properties, perfelions, or at-
tributes, of God ; the works which, on all fides, are
acknowledged God only can perform, fuch as the
works of creation, providence, and grace, the refur-
re€tion of the dead, Judging the world, and divine
religious

(!} ¥ John v, =,
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religious worfhip.in the: feveral parts: of it.*—He is
alfo man ; the eternal Word was made fle/k, 1. €. he af-
fumed human nature (»). God was manifeft in the,
S/t (n)y he took part of fie/h and blood (o). He.1s both
God and man in one Perfon : He was a divine per-
fon from eternity; and in the fulnefs of time he took,
the human nature inte union with the divine, as fub-
fiting in his Perfon: And therefore, he is fliled
 Immanuél, God with us (f), which is a charaéler and
name inclufive of his two natures, divine and human,
The union of thefe two natures in the perfon of
Chrift, is clofe and infeparable ; yet without mixture
and confufion, or tranfmutation, and without real and
perfonal diftintion, This is the wonderful, myfte-
rious conflitution of his Perfon ;.and it is fingular and
j@écﬁliar to himfelf; and in which he differs from all
others. He is the mighty God.(g)s, the great God (),
the true God ([ )y Godover ally, and bleffed for ever (t)s
And yet, the fame. Perfon is man, the feed of David (#)y

. | caty
{m) Tobm i 14, () 1 Tim. iii. 16, fo) Heb. i. 14.

() Ia. vii, 14. Matt. i. 23. (g) 1fa. ix, % (r) Titusii. 313«
(/) t John v, z0. (r) Rom. ix. 5. («) Rom., 1. 3.

% ¢ The divinity-of Jefus,” fays an able author, “ I conceive
to be the chief corner-ftone in the edifice of Chriftianity. Re-
move this from the building, and the whole. fabric immediately
rotters, the foundation is fhaken to the very centre. There ap-
pears at once, an evident difproportion between the end and the
means, the importance of the abject propofed, and the perfon by
whom it was accomplifhed. And then the great doftrine of atone=
ment and expiation, by the bloed of its Author, falls to the ground,
and zll the rich promifes of the gofpel are dgne away.”---ﬁ%ain,
¢ The divinity of Jelus is fo conf{picuous a feature in the golpel,
and is fupported by evidences which prefs, upon us fo clofely on
every fide, that I flatter myfelf, there is not any one point of
Chrift’s religion more capable of being clearly proved and afcer-
tained, than his claim to a divine nature.”

Hawhker's Sermonsy pag. 8, 40.
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eat, drank (x), encreafed in wifdom (), Slefit (%),
grieved (a), rejoiced (b), was crucified, and died (c)
And this myfterious conftitution of his Perfon, quali-
‘fied him for the work of our Redemption and Salva-
tion. His humanity rendered him capable of obey-
ing and fuffering for us; and his divinity fupported
his humanity under all its requifite, proper work ;
and ftampt upon his obedience and fufferings, a va-
Tue, dignity, and efficacy, fufficient to the great ends
intended thereby, namely, the fatisfaétion of God’s
juftice, and the purchafe of our falvation.

Our Saviour redeemed us, and brought about
our falvation, not only by his aétive obedience Lo the
precepts of the law, given to Adam in a ftate of per-
feét innocence, but alfo, by fuffering its penalties,
efpecially in his death. Death was threatened, as
the penalty of the tranfgreffion of the law (4). Chrift
fubftituted himfelf in our place, and bore the penalfy
-of the law for us, that curfe and death it threatened.
He fuffered for us through his whole life; hence is
he called, aman of forrows (e) ; but eminently on the
crofs, to which he was nailed, and on which he died,
“His entire human nature was the fubje@ of his fuf-

“ferings : he fuffered in both foul and body, as is
~plain from the gofpel hiftory. < His fofferings, finithed
“in his death, were a proper and full fatisfaction to
the demands of juftice for all the fins of mankind.
Their fatisfatory, meritorious virtue, wazs derived
" from the dignity of his Perfon. e were reconciled 1o
'God by his DEATR ‘(f)y ke made freace, “through the
' BLOOD

fx) Johniv. 7,-31. y) Lukeii, §2.  ¥¥) Matt. viii. 24.
“fa) Mark iii. 5. "(8) Lukex. 2r. fc) Matt. xxvii. 35, 50.
{4) Gen.ii. 17. (¢ 1 Lk 3. (/) Rom. v. 10.
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BLOOD of his crofs (g), hath redeemed us to-God by kis
BLOOD (%), purchafed u; with his suwn BLOOD (i),
4is BLOOD was fled Jor the remiffion of fins (}), Sor withe
out jﬁedd:’ng o/ BLOOD 9 vemiffion (1), we are
J#fified by his BrooD (m)y in twhom we have redeni-
tion through his BLooD, the Jorgivenefs of fous (n).—
Thefe, and a multitude of other portions of the
word of God, fiew, that Chrifi’s death was a ple-
nary fatisfaclion, to the demands of infinitely incenfed
juftice, for the fins of mankind *. :
That cur Saviour might apply the purchafed fal-
vation, he rofe from the dead, alcended into heaven,
triumphing over death and hell, and there makes in-
terceffion for thofe he had redeemed ; and, by his Spi-
rit fent down from thence for that purpofe, as the
confequence of his alcenfion, exaltation, and inter-
ceflion, he makes obedjent fouls partakers of that
branch of [alvation, which confifts in an internal
work of grace on their hearts, whereby they are
guickened (o), renewed (f2); forgiven (¢) SaniFified L rd
comforied ( /), made meet Jor (t), and afterward recerved
into glory (u). ' o
oSme
O BN M, () Ma,
(¢) Eph.ii. 1." (#) Rom. xii. 2. (¢) Col. ii. 13. () 1 Cor. i. 3o0. -

™ M. (f) AQs Gx, 31, (7) Col. i 1z («) 1 Tim. iii, 16,
John xvii, 24, : t

* The celebrated Dr. Blair, of Edinburgh, when fpeaking ‘of
our Saviour’s dying-hour, fays, “ This was the hour in which
Chrift atoned for the fins of mankind, and accomplitfhed our eternal
redemption. It was the  hour, when that. great. Sacrifice Wi S
offered up, the efficrey of which' feaches back to the firft tran(-
greffion of man, and extends forward to the end of time ; the hour
when, fiom the crols, as from an high altar, the blood was fowing, .
which walhed away the guilt of the LT e SHRECPR b

£ L Sermonsy vl 1, 4, 1\5;\1. ;
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Some may afk, Could not God have faved us,
without his Son’s incarnation, obedience, and fuffer-
ings, in our nature and place, or without a {atisfac-
tion ? - I anfwer, it does not appear to me, that he
could, in a confittency with the honour of his juﬂice, ;
truth, and holinels. There - was, indeed, infinile
power in him, before he made the world; and fﬂ,t
likewile, there was vindictive juflice in his nature,
before ever there was any fin to punifh. This
cannot, I think, be denied, without allowing of on
abfurdity, namely, that he 1s capable of changing,
And his effential jufiice made it neceffary, that if
ever finners be faved, full fatisfaétion be made for
their fins : otherwife, while he glorified his mercy,
he would have injured his juftice. God had engaged
his truth, in denouncing the threatening (x) : and it
cannot reafonably be fuppofed, that he fhould adt’
“contrary (o his own folemn declaration and {entence:
this would not have Leen confifient with the per-
fe€iion of his nature, and the honour of his govern-
ment. Should he have gloiified his mercy, in par-
doning and faving finners, without a fatisfaction for
their fin<, after fuch a fentence, as that juft referred
to, he would have rendered himfelf unfit (to fpeak
with reverence) to be trufted or regarded. But'in
the way of our falvation, devifed by his infinite wil-
dom, all the divine attributes are fecured from injury
and reproach.  His holinels, juftice, and truth, are
glorified 1n Chrifi’s fatisfa@ion ; and his mrsr}::y n our
{alvation. Mercy and Tuth are met togethery Rightevu/-

P S L

() Gen, ii."l;:'.;
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ne/s and Peace have kiffed each other (#); in this method of
divine contrivance. Mercy reigns in righteuufnefs,f
in the believer’s Juftification and falvation, on the
ground of Chrift’s latistaction (z). O s depith, of the
rickes both of the wifdom and knowledge of God ! (a). :
2. This fleching in Fefus, [uppofes a convi@ion,
and evidence to fupport that convi€tion, that Chrif-
tiéni;y 1s not a cunningly devifed fable, but the only
certain fcheme of divine mercy, eftablifhed in the
p:erl"un of Chrift, whereby fallen guilty man may be
p'ardﬂned,.reﬂqred, and faved. In the feriptures we,
fee, that Jefus Chrift is (he only channel.in which
falvation flows ; the centre where all the lines of {a]-
vation meet 5 the ladder by which we may climb to
heaven ; the plank on which we mav efcape to fhore.
If the Chriftian religion be defenfible, there is mone
oiher name (but JESUS) under heaven Liven among men,
whereby wwe be faved (8). And that it is defenfi-.
ble, has often been proved, and might again, to the
fatisfa@ion of ferious, thinking, unpf&juced perfons,
Its evidence js clear, powerful, and permanent as the.
throne of God. The Chriftian religion takes in all
the doéirines and daties, principles and rules, of na-
tural religion. Whatever js agreeable to right rea-
fon, and that reafon could difcover as matter of duty,
- towards God, our neighbours, and ourfelves ; this the
New Teflament takes in, and eftablifies. In a word,,
it contains the moft excellent fyftem of morals in the
world. There is nothing valuable in all the writings
- of

() P, ixxxv, 10, (=) Rom, iii, 2, (4) Rom. xi, 33,
©) Asiv, 3.,
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of the Heathen philofophers, but what is to be found
in the Chriftian religion. All the laws of juftice, cha-
rity, meeknefs, gratitude, patience, and all the reft,
that they have recommended in their books, are re-
commended by Chrift and his Apoltles, in a better
light, delivered with greater authority, and enforced
with higher motives and arguments, than the moft
‘admired and famous fages among the Heathens poffi-
bly could do. Tt happily fupplies all the defes of
natural religion, or the light of nature. Indeed, had
nen preferved their integrity and purity, the light of-
nature would have taught them their duty, in the
“whole compafs and latitude of it, without any ‘fuper-
natural revelation : But mankind being fallen, human
nature is fo much depraved, and human reﬁfpn fo
much impaired, that it is very defeive, and infuffi-
cient to dire@ us in all the concerns of religion.
There are two points, in which it leaves us hopelefs
and helplefs, and at an utter lofs ; namely, the right
manner of worfhipping God, and the terms on which
Afinners may affuredly expeét and find acceptance
with him. But the Chriflian religion fupplies thefe,
‘and all the other defeéls of natural religion.

In the New Teliament, we have the hiftory of the
completion of many ancient prophecies, the verifica-
tion of many dark types and figures, and a moft exaét
and remarkable correfpondence with the whole fy-
ftem and defign of the Jewilh inftitution ; in which
there is a perpetual reference to the Meffiah to come =
at whom almoft all its rites and ceremonies, and molft
of its predi€tions, do manifeftly point. The writings -

‘of the New Teltament aflure us, that Jefus Chriit
B2 came
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came into the world, and that all the prophecies
were fulfilled in and by him, that did exprefsly refer
to his life and paflion, according to the clear fenfe of
the Jewith dofors. They affure us, that he came
into the world at the time and period fixed bj,r
Daniel’s prophecy ; in the manner foretold by Ifaiah
and Jeremiah, being conceived and born of a virgin
and that, by a wonderful interpofition of providence,
he was born at Bethlehem, the place from whence
was to come forth, He who was to be ruler in Ifrael.
Thele writings aflure us, that he came of the nalimﬁ,
tribe, and particular family, from which it w_as_prn_;-
phefied he fhould defcend, being of the feed of Abra-
ham, the father of the Jewifh nation, the tribe of Ju-
dab, and family of David. His circumitances ufﬁﬁé,
doftrine, miracles, fufferings, death, burial, and re-
furrection, exaélly anfwered the prophecies concern-
ing them : In fhort, he anfwered all thofe charaers,
which the prophets of former ages had given of the
Mefliah. The Old and New Teftament, have a mu-
tual dependence upon, and give mutual teflimony te,
the truth of each other *.

The

* ¢ The {cheme of Prophecy, confide ed in its firfi opening, its
.gradual advance, and its final and tull completion 1n the advent,
the minitiry, the death, and refurreétion of the Mefliah, and the
extenfive progrefs of the goipel among the Gentiles, together with
its bleffed inHuence on individuals, focieties, countries, and the
whole race of mankind: is an objeét the greateft, and moft {ublime,
that imagination can conceive; and the mott pleafing and 1mpor-
tant that the human mind can conteimplate.” :
Rev. Dr. White’s Sermons, at Brampton Lellure, f. 307.
For a view of the accomplithment of feripture Prophecies, the
-reader may conful, with great advantage, bithop Newtun’s Differ-
tations, Brown’s Haimony of the Seripture Prophecies, and Hiftorg
of thewr Fullilment ; and Simplon’s Key ta the Propheciess
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The miracles which our Saviour wrought, were
inconteflible proofs of his divine commiflion, and a
confirmation of the truth of his doérine. When he
entered on his public miniftry, he declared, that he
was come with a commiffion from God, to accom-
plilh the work of man’s redemption and falvation :
and for a proof of his commiffion, and confirmation
of the do@rine he preached in purfuance of it, he
wrought many miracles; i.e. he performed many
amazing works, evidently, and confeffedly, above
all human power and fkill to eflect *. Thefe he
wrought in an inftant, and ufually by {peaking a
word 3 in places of the moft public refort, in cities,
and (ynagogues, and open fields; in the preflence of
multitudes of his enemies, as well as friends. And
in all his moft public miracles, there was always
fome circumftance or other which plainly fhewed,
that they were intended for the conviction of thole
who faw them. Further, his refurreétion, or rail-
ing himfelf from the deud, was the greatelt mira-
cle he wrought; and whatever arguments are
brought for the certainty of it, are fo :11rz'1-ny reafons

B3 _ for

E
a b

-

. % Quar Saviour raifed the dead, Jairus’ dauchter---the widow of
Waim’s {on, as they were carrying him tohis burial---and Lazarus,
after he had been dead four days. Thele are proper miracles :
raifing the dead is above #ll the narural powers and capacities even
of the angels themfelves, though they excel in ftrength; it is the
perogative of God ai.:m/{; Rom. iv. r7. If 2 mamn, or an angel, cany
raife the dead, he may as eafily maxe men, for it requires the fame. .
power to reftore lile, as to give it : if he can turn water into wine,
he can create the wvine; and if he can cleate any vegetable or ani~/
mal, he may by the fame power, form whole worlds; if he can
do all this, he muft be omnipotent, and fu, be God. On this’
ground we ought to reafon, as Nicodemus juitly did, Rabbi, we
fnow thou art a teacher come from God : for no man can ds thefe mi=
racles that thou docfty except God be with hiw. John il 2.
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for our belief of his dodirine : for if he was declared
to be the Son of God with power, by his refurre&iion
from the dead, as the Apofile afferts he was (¢}, there
can be no room left for any rational men to doubt of
the truth of whatever he came fo teach. Thefe mi-
racles wrought by Chrift, were fuch atteftations from
God, as plainly confirmed the dofirine he preached.
For it is impoffible for the God of truth, to atteft a
falfehood, or to fuppot a forgery by his almighty
p:n:.uwer. Would he concur, by the power of mirg-
(:'Ien, with an impofture, and own a perfon who only
abufed him, and deceived mankind ? We cannot fup-
pofe fo great an abfurdity, and what is evidently in-
confiftent with the perfe&ions of God’s nature, and
with his moral government of the world. :

" The illuftrious trinmph God gave the gofpel at
its Girft publication, is worthy of our attention and
faith. The Apofiles were honoured with amazing
fuccefs, though they had no fecular terrors to affright
them, no fecular rewards to bribe them, no dazzling
eloquence to enchant them: On the contrary, the
want of thefe were pleaded againft them. Yet their
teﬁimnn}r was received, and their converts were o
fully fatisfied with the 'evidence, which the Apofiles
gave them of their divine mifion, that they encoyn-"
tered great perfecution, and cheerfully ventured:
eliate, liberty, and life itfelf, on their perfuafion of,
the truth of the fa@s they afferted. - And their con-'
verts were not a few ; James fpeaks of the myriads
of believing Jews (4). And we read of Chrifijan

' | 'drurches;
(Rom.i. 4. (d) A& xxivz0,
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r}ﬁurches in Rome, Corinth, Ephefus, Coloffe, Thef-
falonica, Philippi, Laodicea, Smyrna, Philadelphia,
Sardis, Thyatira, Phrygia, Crete, Pontus, Galatia,
Cappadocia, Afia, and Bithynia, and in many other
places; infomuch that one of the Apoftles could fay,
that Chrift had fo wrought by him, as to make the
Gentiles obedient, not only in word and profefiion,
but in deed too, and that from Jerufalem round about
unto Illyricum (e). The fuccels was amazing, and
will appear fo, if we confider the low education of
the Apoftles, and that all the learning and wit of the
Greeks and Romans were employed to ridicule the
gofpel they preached, and run it down ; and that the
princes and potentates of the earth drew their fwords
againft it, and armed their legions for the defiruéion
of the profeflors of it. Had the infidel wits of out
age feen the Apoftles, and a few other plain men,
who had been educated among the loweft of the pec-
ple, going out, armed with nothing but faith, truth,
and goodnefs, to encounter the power of princes, the
bigotry of priefts, the learning of philﬂﬂ)pﬁers; the
rage of the populace, and the prejudices of all ; they
would have derided the attempt, and faid, as San-
1 ballat did long before, What will thefe feelle Fews.
@ 2(f) But bad they feen the event, furely they’
muft have owned, with the Egyptian Magi, in a lefs
Hlultrious miracle, That it was the finger of God (g).
This illufirious triumph, this amazing fuccefs of the
gofpel, at its firft publication, evidently argues an ex-
traordinary interpofition of 'God in'its favour, or as

L §
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Luke, the hiftorian, exprefles it, that the hand of the
Lord was with the afioftles, and (o a great number belicved,
and turned to the Lord ().

And /e that believeth on the Son of Gody hath the witnefs
in himfelf () ; hath an internal, experimental evi-
dence of the truth, excellency, and efficacy of the
Chriftian religion, in his own foul. The gracious
change of his nature, prevailing purity of his heart,
inward peace and confolation, and ardent breathings
of his foul, after the full image of God on earth, and
the complete enjoyment of God in heaven, is, to
himfelf, a witnefs of the truth of Chriftianity. He
has the knowledge of falvation, by the remiffion of his fins(k):
the freace of God, which paffeth all' underflanding (1), in
his confcience; and #e love of God fhed abroad in his
hearty by the Holy Ghoff, which is given unto him {.m]..
Hence he has fuch an affurance of God’s love to him,
in Jefus Chrift, that he, in the confidence of faiih,'
aided by the Spirit of God, cries, 4éba Father * ; the

Sﬂnrf

(5) AQsxi. 21, (/) 1 Johv.1o. (&) Lukei. 77.
(/) Rom. v,1. (=) Rom.v. 5.

¥ The Apoftle fays, Ye are all the children of God, by faith in
€hrififefus, Gal. iii. 26 ; admitted into this honourable and hap }t
relationfhip to the bleffed God, by believing in Chrift. And
caufe ye are fons, God hath [ent fprr& the Spirit of his Sow into }aur
hearts 5 crying, Abba, Father, Gal. iv. 6: that is, difpofing and
e-nahlmg the fons of God, to pray with filial confidence, and
,hu ardour. Both-thefe are implied:: - filial confidence in the
Father ; hul}r ardour, or vehemency of defire, in the doubling
Qf the word Aaéa, Father; thatis, Father, Fatkher : for the word
Abba, fignifies Father, The word is ufed in two different lan-
guages ; Abba, aSyriac word, the common language of the Jews,
at that time; Father, Pater in the original text, ufed among the
Greeks, or Gemlles to fhew, that this is the common privilege of
all the fons of God, in all nations and tongues ; who approach before
God, with holy cunﬁdence, and yet with becoming reverence, as
chddreu do Lulh':lt,eatthl}' father:a. R

L hd . RS e D et £ L WK ".-]l.
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Spirit itfelf beareth witnefs with his fhirit, that ke is a
child of God (n); he has fellow/iip with the Fatler, and
avith his Son Fefus Chrift (o) : And thus is he introduced
into the (piritual world, and has an intercourfe with
eternity. The foul has fpiritual fenfes, as well as
the body has natural ones : hence, we read of /fear-
mg Chrift’s voice ( p), feeing his glory(q), tafing his
goodnefls (r), and fmelling his ointments i:f) s and
thefe fenfes are the only medium, by which an inter-
courfe between Chrift and our fouls can be opened
and maintained ; faving fith cannot fubfift and acl
without them. If material objefls cannot be per-
ceived by man in his prefent ftate, butthrough the
medium of one or other of his bodily fenfes, by parity
of reafon, fpiritual obje&s cannot be difcovered, but .
through one or other of the fenfes which belong to the
inward man. God being a Spirit, cannot be wor-
fhipped in truth, unlefs he is known in fpirit. You
may as foon imagine, how a blind man, by reafoning
on what he feels or taftes, can get true ideas of light
and colours, as how one who has no fpiritual (enfes
opened, can, by all his reafoning and guefling, attain
an experimental knowledge of the invifible God.
Till profeflors fee the neceflity of believing, in this
manner, they reft in a refined form of godlinefs. To
the confidence of the Antinomiang, they may, indeed,
join the high profeflion of the foolifh virgins. They
may even crown their partial affent to the truths of
the gofpel, with the zeal of the pharifees, and theﬁre-

gularity

+ " (») Rom. viil. 16, (o) 1 John, i. 3. () John, x. 3.
(¢) Johm xi. go.  (r) 1 Peten, ii, 2, (/) Song iv. 10,
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gularity of moralifts : but fill they fiop fhort of the
W Creation, the new birth, ‘the life of God, in the foul of
man.  Nay more, they flumble at fome of the moft
important ‘trutlis of Chriftianity, and think the difco-
Veries, ‘that found believers have of Chrift, and the
fpiritaal world, are enthufiaftical delufions, or, at
"‘leaﬁ,ez'traurdin-ary favours, which they can very well
do without, Thus,’even while they allow the power
of godlinefs in others, they reft fatisfied without ex-
a:;r,u*.';«ri:'ei'm'::i‘ﬂg it in themfelves *,
: 3. This

* See the Rev, John Fletchar’s vers valuable Tistors 4 the
Spiritual Manifefiation of the SoN of Gop,-=-Letter Iit.

To confirm the truth, that a regeneiate foul has his fpirj-
tual fenfes opened, and made capable of difcerning what belongs
%o the fpiritual world, as a new-born infant has its fenfes un-
locked, and begins to fee, hear, and tafte, what belongs to the
material world into which it enters, the fame late pious authop
fays, in the fame letter T fhall add the teitimony of our own
excellent chuich, As fhe ftrictly agrees with the feripture, fhe
maices allo frequent mention of {piritual fenfations, and you know,
that fenfations meceflarily fuppole fenfes. She prays, that God would
 give us a due fenfe of his inettimable love in the redemption of
the world by sur Lord Jefus Chrift’ (2). She bags, that he would,
¢ make us know and fz/ there is no other name than that of Jefus,
wheieby we muft be faved’ (4). She affirms, that true penitents
feel “the burden of their fins mtolerabie;’ (¢) that godly perfons
‘ feel in themflelves the workings of Chrift’s Spirit ;* (d) that ¢the
Lod prefently fpeaks to us in the feriptures, 1o the great and end-
lefs comfort of all who have any feeling of God in therh at all;* that
¢ godly men fely, inwardly, the Holy Ghoft inflanying their hearis
with the fear and love of God, and‘that they are miferable wretches,
who have no feeling of God within them at all: (e) and, that ¢if
we feel the heavy burden of our fins prefling our fouls, and to:ment-
Ing us with the fear of death, hell, and damnation, we muft Sled-
fajily behold Chrift crucified, with the eyes of our heart.” (/) Our
charch farther declares, that ¢ true faith is not in the mouth and
outward profeffion only, but liveth and Sirreth inwardly in the

heart,

{a) T.&anﬁfgr‘m}zg. (&)  Offce Jor the Sick, (c) Communion.
d) 17tk Ariicle, (e) Hom, om certain Hlaces of  foripiture.
2 Hom., on the Paffion. - b,

-
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3. This Jfleeping in Fefus, fuppofes alfo a_compli=
ance with the terms of the gofpel, the terms upon,
which falvation is offered That there are certain
terms, or conditions, in the gofpel, to be complied.
with, in order to enjoy falvation by Jefus Chrift, is.
evident from the whole tenor of Revelation. John.
the Bapuft, the forerunner of our blefled Saviour,.
came preaching in the wildernefs of Judea, faying;
Repient ye i for the kingdom of heaven is at hand : and-he
infilted on thofe, who came to his baptifm, to briny fortk
Jruits meet for refientance (t). Our Saviour f ays of him-
lelf, I am come 10 call finners to repientance (#). And, after
his refurreétion, he left this in charge with his,
Apoliles, teaching them to obferve all things wwhatfaever ke
" had commanded them, that vefentance, and remifion. of fusy
Siould be preached in his name, among all narions : and,

for,

(#) Matt. iii, 1, 22--7, 8. () Matt,ix. 13,

Leart, and that if we feel and perceive fuch a faith in us we muft
rejoice i’ (g) that ¢ corredtion, though painfuly bringeth with it a
“taffe of God’s goodnefs : (&) that, if alter contiliion, we feel our,
confciences at peace with God, through the rem ffion of ou, fin, it
15, God, who worketh that great miracle in. us;” and fhe prays,
that, ‘as this knowledge anc Jeeling is not in ourfelves, and, ag
by ourfelves, it is not poffible; to ecome by ity the Lord would
give us grace. to know thele things, and fee/ them in our
hearts.” (1) She begs that “God would afGft us with his Hgl
Spiiity that we may kearken to the voice of the good Shepherd.” (#)
She fets upon atking continually that the Lord would, ¢ tighten oun
darknefs,” and deliver us from the two heaviett plagues of P aroah,
blindnefsy and hardnefs of heart.’ (I) And, fhe affiims, that, “ifi
we will b¢ profitable hearers of the fcriptures, we muft keep under
our carnal fenfos, taken by the outward wordsy fearch the inward)
meaning, and give place to the Holy Ghoft,” who/e peculiar office.
3 is to open our {pi.itual fenfes, as he opened Lydia’s heart,”” (m)

(2) Hom. on Faith, 1/ and 3d part. (h) Hom. on the fiar of
Jeathy 2d frart. (i) Hom. gr Rogation week, 34 pare, (£) Hom,

on Refrent. 2d prare.” (1) Ewen, i’b_}w and Litgny; - (m). Hors
o7 eértain Places of Serip, T A

*
o



, o |
for their encouragement, he fays, And %o, I am with
Jyou, and your fucceflors in office, faith, and pradice,
alway, even unto the end of the world ; confirmed with,
an, Amen (x). In confequence, and by virtue of
which, the Apoftles went forth, after the day of Pen-
tecolt, and preached every wwhere, that men fhould refient
and turn 10 Gody, and do works meet for repentance, the
Lord working with them, and bearing them witnef , and
confirming the word, both with fions and wonders, and
with divers miracles, and gifts of the Holy Ghoff (y).
Man having revolted from his Maker, broken his
laws, defpifed his authority, abufedhismercies, and in-
curred his heavy difpleafure, he muft, upon the gofpel
fcheme, be fenfible of his immoral condu, forry for
_his numerous offences, renounce the evil of his ways,
and return unto God by true repentance, or he can-
not be pardoned and faved. Repentance, according
to the late:excellent Bifliop Horne, implies) light in

head, foriow in the heart, confcflion in the mouth, .

and reformation in the life  The Holy Spirit con-

vinceth the world of fin (z); produces godly forrow |

in the heart (a) ; leads to confeffion in the mouth,
and reformation in the life (4).

Faith toward our Lord Fefus, is as requifite unto
’;ﬂh‘ﬂﬁﬂn, as repentance toward God (¢). Our Saviour
faid unto his Apofiles, a little before his afcenfion
into heaven, Go ye into all the world, and preach the
gg{(‘sz to every creature » He that believerh, and is baptized,

all be fawd’ but ke f.fmf believeth noty fhall be dammed (d).
. Repenlance,

(+) Matt, xxviii. 20. Luke xxiv. 47. J Mark xvi. 20 Adts
xxvi. 20. Heb. ii. 4. ) _'[ohn xvi, (@) 2 Cor. vii. 1Q,
(8) Prov. xsviil. 13. () Ads %, 21.° {J} Mark xvi. 16.

=
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Repentance, however genuine, and future obe-
dience, however perfeé, cannot atone for the crimes
we have already committed. Natural religion can-
not furnith a remedy for guilt. Man has finned, is
guilty, and has a fearful looking for of judgment. The.
Chriftian religion alone provides us a Saviour, to
fave us from our fins, and all obligation to punifh-
ment, This Saviour is received by faith. True
faith accepts of Chrift, as a prophet and king, for
inftru@ion and government; as well as a prieft, for
juftification, and falvation; but, as it juftifies the fin-
ner, it fixes folely on him as a prieft. As it was in
the prieftly office of Chrift only, that the juftice of
God found complete fatisfaétion for fin; foitis in
that only that God propof.s him to our faith, in order
to our juftification by his righteoufnefs: #iom God
hath fet forth to be a firopitiation *, through faith in his
blood (e). Faith views him as atoning God, fatisfying
juftice, and expiating fin, by the facrifice of himfelf.
By grace, procured l:n Chrift of the Father, are ye
Javed, through ¥ AT : not of works, leff any man Jflould
| C boaf.

(¢} Rom. iii. z5.

* The word frrofiitiation, propeily fignifies the merey-fzat. The
A pofile alludes to the mercy-feat under the Jewifh difpenfation,
which was a fignal type of Chrift The mercy-leat wag in the
holy of holies, and placed betweey the thechina, the fymbol of the
divine prefence, and the ark, wherein was the law ; the one was
above, and the other below ihe mercy-feat, whlch as it were,
covered the broken law from the eye of God. It was from above
the mercy-feat, that God (hewed “himfelf propitious to his peo-
ple, as being appealed by the great propitiatory facrifice, of-
fered on the day of atonement, with the blood of which the mercy-
fea‘t wads fprinkled once a year. Heb. X, TE-=- 4.
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boaft* (f). Being juflified by varTu, we have Jeeace

with Gody through eur Lord Fefus Clrift ( o). luthe Lord

Shall all the feed of Ifrael be jufiified, and fiall glory (k) in
him, by whofe righteoufnefs they are faved. Tiere-

Jorey falvation is of ¥ arTH, that it might be by grace (i).
And, as ke that believeth on Jelus, is not condemned, but

has pardon, peace, and everlafting life; fo, on the

other

(f/ Eph. ii. 8. 9. ) Rom.v. 1. (k) Ifa. xlv, 238,

A& ;
{i) Rom. iv, 16.

* Some may obje& here, and fay, Though the Apoftle Paul fays
we are juflified by faith, yet the Apoftle James fays, that by works
a mapn is juflificd, and not by faith only, James ii. 24. To this I an-
fwer, The two Apoftles had to do with different forts of peifons,
fpeak of different forts of faithy, and of different forts of juftifi=
cation,

St. Paul had to do with felf-jufticiaries, Pharifees, who trufted
to the works of the law, done without faith in Chrift, as meritorious
of juftification in the fight of God, and {ubftituted their own works
m the place of Chrift’s meiits; thefe the Apoftie Paul told, that
finneis are juftified before God, by faith alone in Chrift, The
Apoftie James had to do with licentious libertines, who contented
themfelves with a bave {peculation, cor mere outward profeflion, of
the Chriftian religion, withcut holinefs of life; on thofe he preffed
the neceflity of goud works.

The faith St. Paul (peaks of, is a living faith, a vital operative
principle, produétive of gofpel holinefs and obedience : The faitk
James fpeaks of, is a dead faith, a dead empty notion in the head,
that produceth no good works in the life.

The jufiification St. Paul fpeaks of, is juftification before God, by
which a man has his fins forgiven him, is conftituted righteous in
his fight, and entitled to eternal lite : The juflification St. James
fpeaks of, is a declarative juftification belore men, or the declaring
and evidencing to the world, by our works, that we are juftified
befure God.  The former, is by a vital faith ; the latter, by good
works : that is, the holinels of our lives is declarative of the truth
and reality of our faith, and of our juftification before God by it.

If we read with attention St. Paul’s Epiftles to the Romans and
Galatians, and St. James’s General Epiftle, we fhall fee that St.
Pau! afferts, thar all works of ours, both in whole and in part, are
exciuded from being vur juftifying righteoufnefs before God ; and
that St. James afferts, that good works are neceffary to evidence to
ouifelves and other:, that we are of the number of God’s juftified
ones. Good works do this, as they declare our faith to be un-
feigned, a faith of the right kind, an.i as they fhew our union to
Chrift to be real, that we are one fpirit with the Lord.,
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other hand, ke that believeth not, is condemned already,
becaufe e hath not believed in the name of the only begotten
Son of God ; and Tue wWRATH oF (GOD ABIDETH
ON HiM (k). He that believeth not, while his {tate of
probation in this world lafts, /fall be damned, in the
world to come : be jiunified with EVERLASTING DE=
STRUCTION *, from the prefence of the Lord, and from
the glory of his power (1).

4. And, laftly, this fleeping in Fefus, fuppofes, con-
flancy in the faith and profeflion of the gofpel, pro-
grefs in holinefs, and perfeverance to the end.
Many things confpired, to fhake the confidence, and
overthrow the faith, of thofe that now reft in Jefus,
after they firft believed : fuch as, the number of bad
examples, the prevalency of error, the corruption of
their own nature, the blandifhments of fenfe, the in-
finuations of company and acquaintance, the fophifiry
of pretenders to reafon, in oppofition to revelation,

and

(%) John iii. 18---26, (/) 2 Thefl.i. g.

Here, fome perfons may atk, How can it be confiftent with
the juftice of God, to punifh the tranfient ads of fin with eternal
mifery? To this [ an{wer, 1. The evil and demerit.of fin is not
to be meafured by the time in which it is committed. - 2. The evil
of fin is inconceivably aggravated by the majefty of Heaven,
againft whom it is committed. 3. There are none fent to hell,
but who, could they have lived for ever on earth, would have finned
for ever. 4. The finally impenitent, carry all the malignity of fin
along with them into hell, and there they continually fin againtt
God. 5. Hell was the finner’s own choice; not formally or inten-
tionally, but virtually and interpretatively ; for they may be faid to
chufe the end, who chule the means that are neceffarily con-
nefted with it. 6. Since a God of unexceptionable juftice and
equity has threatened the wicked with eternal mifery ; there muft
furely be fuch a malignity in fin, as bearsa due proportion to
fo dreadful a punifhment. 7. And as God hath threatened the
wicked with this punifhment, it muft be owned, he can infli¢t it,
confiftent with the peifections of his own pature, -
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and the confidence, wit, and banter, of athieftical
fceffers, at a fature flate of recompences :—All thofe
worldly objeéls, that are moft apt (o affe@ us, through -
the medium of carnal fenfe, or weak puffion ; fuch as,
riches, and pleafures, and honours, on the one hand ; :
and affliction, pain, poverty, difgrace, and perfecu-
tion, on the other :—And the mighty forces, of the
princes of all the infernal legions, who throng the
air, and darken heaven, and croud this lower world ;
formidable, becaufe numerous, invifible, politie,
powerful, malicious, and of unwearied application,
to defiroy the fouls of men. Now faith, which is the
JSubflance of things hopred for, the evidence, or conviétion,
of ihings mot feen (m); which fubftantiates things not
[een, brings diftant objes near, and makes them ftand
frae in the mind, juft as the object we look at is in the
eye, the form we love ever in the memory, where
recolleétion clothes it, and fancy gives it a thoufand
charms () ; now faith, I fay, gave them the victory.
By this, they faw the emptinefs, uncertainty, fhort-
nefs, and difappointing nature of all worldly good
things; and the hort continuance of the trials, trou-
bles, and fufferings of the prefent life; and looking
forward, they had a clear and affeéting view of
eternal happinels and milery : and fo were flimu-
lated with motives much more forcible to induce
them to keep on in the way of duty, than-any worldly
confideration ¢ould be to draw them from it. And
alfo, by this faith, there were afTured of fuch divine

aid and fuccour, as would be fufficient to-enable them
to

(=) Heb. xi. 1. (n/ Robinfon’s Village Sermons, p. 321
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to overcome the greateft difficulties, and triumph over
the mofi formidable enemies, in the road to eternal
life. By faith, therefore, they who now /flee: in Jefus,
not only profeffed godlinefs, and endured for a lea-
{on, but perfevered 1n well-doing ; and as they firlt
lived to God by faith, and walked in his way through
life by it, lo they died in it, looking for the mercy of our
Lord Jefus Chrift unto eternal life (u).

Having confidered what fleeping in Fefus fuppoles,
I now come, in the SEconD place, to hew what 1t

1m plics.

And we are not to fuppofe, when the body dies,
that there is a ceffation of progreliive motion in the
whole man. The Apolile’s delcription of the death
of the righteous, or faithful fervants of God, is, that
they fleep in jefus. By this metaphor, the happy death
of good and holy perfons is often expreffed in ferip?
ture. So David, Solomon, Jchofhaphat, and Heze-
kiah, in the Old Teftament; are f(aid to nave Ffallen
afleefr. And our Lord ufes it of Lazarus, 1n the New
Tetiament, Our friend Laxarits SLEEPETH (0) 5 that
is, he is dead. And the Apvfile Paul, when fpeak= -
ing of the cofurre@tion, fays, e fiall not all SLEEY,
that is, we fhall not all dies but we /hall all be
changed (1) 1t :s meant of thofe who {hal! be alive at
Chrift’s fecond coming. It 1s afual with the infpired

writers to exprefls the death of the faints by the term

fleep.  But here we muft confider, that this Sleep ves

lates only to the body, and not at all to the foul. |
' C3 There

() Jude 21. (o) John xi, 11, (f#) 1 Cor. xv. 31.
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There is a foul in man, diftin@ from the body:.
And the foul is the principal part of man, according
to that of Hierocles, Thy foul is Thee, thy body Thine, and
thy outward goods thy Body's. The body is the habita-
tion of the foul, and the only inftrument by which it
afts. The body is folid, extended, inert, and divifi-
ble; the foul is poffefled of the powers of fenfation,
perception, retention, confcioufnefs, reflection, rea-
fon and will *. Thefe powers are {o great, that we
¢an explore nature, fpan the furface of the earth,
dive into its capacious feas, and there difcover the
‘humerous progeny of the watry tribe :—We can
travel through our own fpherical fyftem, from planet
to planet, tell their dimenfions, meafure their dif-
tances, and follow them through their various revolu-
tions :—We can pafs the boundaries of our own, and
climb into other fyftems; and from thence into eter-
;:it_y itfelf: afcend from caufe to caufe, from the crea-
“ture to the great Creator, who is the Firfi Caufe of
all things, and, with eyes of faith, gaze upon that
glorious luminary of the moral world, and plunge,
amazed, overpowered, and delighted, into the infi-

nite abyfs of his divine perfe@ions.
The

* The powers of the foul take in objecs of all fizes; yet they
are not in the foul, as bodies ia a material place, where the greater
take up more fpace than the lefs: for the thought of a mile, or ten
thoufand miles, doth no more fll or firetch the foul, than that of a
foot, or an inch, or a mathematical point. And whereas all matter
has its parts, and thofe extended, one without another, into length,
and breadth, and thicknefs, and fo is meafurable by inches; yards,
or folid mealures ; there is nothing of meafurable extenfion in any
thing belonging to the foul, neither length, nor breadth, nor thick-
nefs ; nov is it pofiible to form an idea of a foot of thought, a yard
of reafon, a pound of wildom, or a quart of virtue.

Sce Scott’s Chrifiian Life, 2d edit, vol, v. Lo 14a
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The foul is immortal in its own nature: it once
began to be, but will never ceafe to exift. When
the whole length of time is elapfed, it will live in im-
mortal vigour, and its exifience run parallel with the
duration of eternity. It is of the fame nature with
angelic beings ; a pure, unmixed, fimple fubftance,
altogether fpiritual and immaterial, not compounded
of corruptible principles, or confifting of diffimilar,
jarring, {eparate parts; and fo has nothing in its na-
ture that tends to a diffolution. The death of the
foul cannot be effe@ted by fecond caufes * ; and God,
the Firft Caufe, the Father or Creator of the foul,
hath affured us, he will never deprive it of its exift-
ence. Some of the Heathen philofophers attribute a
proper eternity to the foul; but fay that it was torn
off in time, from the fubftance of God, ‘and would in
time be again reflolved into that fubftance. This they
explained, by a veffel filled with fea-water ; which,
fwimming awhile upon the ocean, does, on the vef-
fel’s breaking, flow in again, and mingle with the
common mafs. We are greatly indebted to God for
Revelation, which affures us of the future, diftinét,

and perfonal exiftence of the foul. '
Now it is quite oppofite to the nature of the foul,
and its effential properties, to flees in the grave with
the

¥ The following lines of the celebrated My, Addifon, are ftrongly
and beautifully defcriptive of the immortality of the {ouls-=

The foul, fecur’d in her exiftence, {miles

At diffulution, and defies its power.

The ftars fhall fade away, the fun himfelf
Grow dim with age, and nature fink in years ;
But thou fhalt flourith in immortal youth--=
Unhurt, amidft the war of elements,

The wreck of matter, and the crath of worlds.
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the body. It is not capable of fleeping, it is effen-
tially vital and aclive; it always aéts, and cannot but
a@. The foul is athinking being; and thought is as
eflential to-it, as extenfion is to the body *, Our
fouls are awake, when our bodies are alleep, as ap-
pears from our dreams and vifions in the night; they
are 1 action, when our bodies are at reft.  Conlcioul-
nefs enters into the very effence of the foul, and
is inleparable from its being; and therefore, it is
impoflible it fhould fall afleep.

~That the foul, at the death of the body, does not
fall afleep, appears evident from [cripture teftimonies:
Sclomon, fpeaking of death, fays, Then fiall the dujt
return.to the earth as it was, and the jhirity or foul, Jiall
return unto God who gave it (¢;: thatis, at death, the ma-
terial body goes downward into the grave, and the
foul, the {piritual part, returns immediately to God,
to be judged and difpofed of by him. The words of
our Saviour are decifive in this cafe: he fays, Fear
not them which kill the body, but are not able to kill the
souL : but rather fear him, which is able to deffroy bath
foul and body in-hell\r). From which we learn, that the
one may be killed, while the other 1s alive ; and from
which we are to conclude, that the foul is out of the

reach of perlecutors, that fecond caufes cannot kill
: | it

(q) Eccl. viii. 7. . (r) Matt. x. 28.

% In the fourth volume of the Memoirs of the Literary and
Philofophical Society, of Manchefter, the reader wiil find a very
valuable paper, by Dr. Farrier, proving, by evidence apparently
complete,; that every part of the brain has becn injured, without
affecting the aét of thought; the reafoning of which memotr, being
built on matters of faét and experience, appears to have fhaken the
modern theory of the Materialifts from its very loungation,
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it, that it cannot die, and that it exifts, after the
death of the body, in a feparate ftate, either of hap=
pinefs, or mifery, according to its behaviour in the
body.

Befides, it is clearto a demonftration, that this
was the fettled perfuafion of the primitive Chriftians:
The Apoftle Paul tells the Corinthians, Whilj we
are at lome in the body, we are abfent from the Lord.
Here the Apofile reprefents himfelf and companions,
and all holy Chriftians, as belonging, in different re-
fpe@s, to two feveral countries. By their natural
birth, and while they live in the mortal body, they
belong to this world. Here they came into being,
and this is at prefent their refidence. So that it may,
on thefe accounts, be called their kome in the body.
But then, as they are new-born, born of Geod, they
belong to another and better country, where Chrifty
their Lord, dwells; this, as faints, is their more pro-
per home. Now, while in the bedy, in this worldy
they are abfent from the Lord, in the other. The
Apofile thews, how they were abfent from the Lord:
For we walk by faith not by fight + i. e. in the prefent
fiate and world, we have not an immediate fight of
Chrift our Lord, as we fhall have, when in heaven ;
but walk by faith, which is the evidence of things not
feen. God hath revealed the future ftate of happinefs,
and hath promifed it to his people, and upon his tefti-
mony they believe it, and on the foundation of his
promife, hope for it; and fo walk by this faith, and
are faved by this hope. Faith is the great leading,
influencing principle of the Chriftian’s life and walk..

Upon:
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Upon this principle, he is able to fay, Though
the heavenly flate is invifible to me, while in
this world, yet I am fully perfuaded of the truth
of it, and of happinefs after death ; and that when
abfent from the body, I fhall be prefent with the
Lord ; hall certainly enter into his glory, and be ad-
mitted into a ftate of immediate vifion and enjoyment,
upon the diffolution of my prefent frame, The cale
being thus, the Apoftle declares which of thefe he,.
and his faithful brethren, would choofe, if they had
their defire : #% are confident, Ifay, and willing rather
te be abfert from the body, and to be frrefent with the
Lord (/) ; i.e. We thould be much better pleafed,
to leave the bedy, and g0 bome to the Lord;
we are willing to die, for the fake of being with
the Lord ; this is what we approve of, in our moft
deliberate judgment of things. This arofe to fuch a
Pitch in this Apofile, that he was reduced to a ftrait,
He fays, 7 am in a firait beswies two, having a defire o
defiart, and to be with Chrift; which is far better (#); i.e
His willingnefs of further fervice to the church, on
one fide ; and his defire of being with Chrift, on the
other, prefled himhard. His own defire, was to de-
part, and be with Chrift : this he accounted: far better
for himfelf: This indeed was, of all other things,
the moft delightful to his foul, and the proper fatis-
faction of his higheft hopes.

Qur Lord promifed the penitent thief, on the
crofs, that he thould be with jin in paradife that very
#ay (z). While the Jews were ftoning Stephen, he

recommended
(/) 2Cor. v. 6--8. (#) Phil. ii. 3.
(#) Luke xxiii. 43..
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recommended- his foul into the hands of Chrift, in
thele words, Lord Fefus, receive my fririt; and havs

ing faid ‘this, ke fell afleesi; i. e. he died (x). And
- when Lazarus died, he was carried by angels into
Abraham’s bofom immediately; thatis, into heaven,
the palace of God, and the habitation of angels and
glorified faints. Saints are the charge of angels in
this world, and their delightful affociates in heaven,
for ever., Aéraham’s bofom, is an expreflion that de-
notes the eale and reft that holy fouls there enjoy, as
a child’'in the bofom, or a fhip in the haven; and alfo,
the dear affection that glorified fpirits bear to one
another.

Now, that /feet is a very proper and juft reprefen-
tation of death, will appear, if we confider the agree- .
ment between the two ideas, between fleep and
death. And firft, they that are afleep, are infenfible
of every thing that paffes without them ; they neither
fee nor hear any thing, their fenfes are fo clofely
bound up, that the foul can have no communion with
external objeéts : In like manner, they that are dead,
and fhut up in the grave, have no farther any thing to
do with the world. - This is reprefented in the book
of Job, in an elegant manuer : Thou changeft his counte-
nance, and Jendeff him away. His fons come to honour, and
he knoweth it not 5 and they are brought low, but ke per-
coiveth it not of them (y). They know not any thing that is
done under the fun (). When their breath goeth forth, they
veturn to the earth: and in that very day their thoughts
ferih (a) ; 1. e. their purpofes and defigns for this

world,

(x) A&svii. 59--60. (») Job. xiv. 20, 21. (z) Ecc. ix. 5, 6.
(s) Plal. cxlvi. 4.
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world; asit is explained in Job, My J:rtj.rrar:ﬁz:ﬁ, my
[Jinrfiofes are broken offy even the thonughts of my ﬁ‘i{*arf (6).

Again, they that are eflecy are at reft,. While we
are awake, we are in motion and bufinefs, but at
night we retire, and go to reft: So the dead are at
reft in the grave. Hence the grave is compared toa
bed,- they /hall reff in their beds (¢). ‘The grave is the
refiing-place of all ; their bodies there reft from all
manner of labour, there is no work nor device, nor knoto-
ledge, nor wifdom, in the grave (d).  The good Chrif-
tian refts at death from every thing, that was
unealy to him here ; from all the difappointments of
life, from all ficknefs and pains of the body, from all
oppreflions and perfecutions of wicked men ; there,
namely, in the grave, the wicked ceafe from troubling,
and there the weary are at reff (¢). And as to their
fouls, in the future flate, there is nnthing'to difturb
their repofe, or interrupt their happinefs and joy:
they veft from their labours, there is no more forrow, nor cry-
ing, neither fhall there be any more frain, for the former things
@re paffed away (f).

And alfo the fleep of the body is not perpetual ;
we fleep, and wake again. Thus, though the bodies
of the righteous fleep for many ages in the grave, as
Abel’s has done, yet they fhall awake again, in the
morning of the refurre€ion. The laff enemy that frall
be defiroyed is Death (o) ; as it is written, I will ranfom
them from the fiowwer of the grave : Iwill redeem them from
death : O deathy I will be thy plagues; O gravey I will

be.

(&) Job. xvii. r1. (¢) Ia. lvii: 2. (d) Ect. ix. 10. (€)*Job. iii. 17.
(f) Rt??- Xiv. 13, and xxi. 4. (g/ 1 Cor. xv. 26,
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be thy dejiruction (k). Though after my fein, fays Job,
worms defiroy this body, yet in my flefh flall I fee God :
Wihom 1 Jfhall fee for myfelf, and mine eyes fiall behold, and
not for another 5 though my reins be confiumed within me (i ).
I flall be fatisfed, fays the Plalmifly, when / awake
with thy likenefs (k). The Prophet fays, Thy dead men
shall live, together with my dead bedy fhall they arife :
awake, and fing, ye that dwell in the duff (). And as
we awake and rife, after a found fleep, much re-
frethed ; fo the dead in Chrift fhall rife with new
vigour of nature, and with capacities much enlarged
and improved. This is reprefented by the Apofile,
in one general view, Wlio fiall change our wile body,
 that it may be fa/hioned like unto kis glorious body, ascord-
ing to the working whereby ke is able even o Subdue all
things to himfelf (m). And he fpecifies the qualities of
the raifed bodies of the faints, in four particulars,
namely, I, i. e. the body, is_fown in corrufition, it is vaifed
in incorvufition : It is fown in diffonour, itis raifed inglory :
1t is fown in weakne/s, it is raifed in frower : It is fown o

natural body, it is raifed @ fiiritual body (n).

~ Chrift's refurretion is the firft-fruits of them that
fileep *. In this, we have a demonfiration that God
D Is

(%) Hof. xiii. 14. (i) Job xix. 26, 27. (&) Pla. xvii. 138,

(! Ha. xxvi. 19. (m) Phil. iii. 21, ) 1 Car: XV. 42=mmdud.

* Chrit’s refurreftion is the pledge and pattern of the faints?
refurretion : and as he is the head, and they the members, will
nfallibly infer it. Therefore, to prove Chrifi’s refurrection, is ta
prove the refurrection of the faints. And the refurre@ion of Chritt
‘15 confirmed,, not only by his fiiends, but alfo by his enemies. Pj-
late gave an account of the refurre&tion of Jefus, and the miracles
which attended it, to the emperor Tiberias, and the Roman fenate,
in whofe records the account was entered ; to which records, both
Tertullian, Eufebius, and others, appealed, in their apologies for

1o
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is able 1o raife the dead : : 'mc[ he will moft certainly
do it. Chrift, as rifen, and appeinted to be the Judge
of all mankind, will, by his power, bring up the bo-
dies of all the wicked, his enemies, from the grave,
to receive their doom from his mouth: but the faints
fhall be raifed by him, as their Redeemer and Sa-
viour, in the way of favour, in order to their full feli-
city, and to his own honour. The former fhall be
conftrained, againft their will, to appear, being
brought forth as malefaflors to be punifhed: the
~other fhall chearfully awake, and at the opening of
their eyes, break forth into finging, O, death, where is
thy fiing ! O, grave, where is thy victory ! Where is now
thy power, by which thou didft deprive our bodies
of life when on earth? O grave, where is now thy
dominion, by which thou didft fo long detain us, thy
prifoners? O death and the grave, fo cruel as to
fpare none, and fo firong as to conquer all; from the

~ infant

the Chrifiians. And it is faid, that the emperor Tiberias fo far
believed the report, as to put forth an ediét,, for burning fuch-alive,
as perfecuted the Chriftians, if they cvuld prove nothing againft
them, but their profeflion of Chriftianity. We have fomething
every year like the raifing of a dead body. The grain, that 1s fown.
in the earth, rots and dies; yet it fprings up again frefh and
green ; its rotting in the earth, is {o far from being an hinderance,
that it1s a proper and ne{eﬁary pr E:pzl.iuvr, to s 11fng again. And
corn doth not rife in the {ame bgure 1 which it was fown, but it
rifes in the fame nature, That which was: fown wheat, oats, or
barley, or other grain, rifes the fame ; but all thefe rife wuh italk,
blade, and ear, wuhcut which they were fown; the fame in iuh-
ftance, but not in condition : So will the bodies of men do; they
will be the fame in fubftance, but they will have different qualities
from what they had before. And though the fame in fubftance,
yet not as to all the fame individual numerical pasticles, of which
they confifted before they died. Theie is no man now living,
that is the fame, as to the numerical parts of his body, that he was
feven years ago; nay, fome particles of our bodies are ftill flying
off by perfpiration, and new ones added by our daily aliment.
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infant to the aged, from the'pwﬂmi to the king on
the throne; ye are now both of you fo perfeély con-
quered, as never more to be! And #thanks Le 1o Gad,
which giveth us the viélory, through our Loid Fefus Clrifl,

I come now, in the THirDp and Last place, to
confider the text, as defigned to comfort larviving re-
latives, on the death of their friends, that they forrew not,

even as others which have no r‘}rfrf*l't.*.

The Apoftle here-has an eye to the Heathens,
who looked upon the doélrine of the refurreétion of
the dead, as abfurd and impoflible. Hence, that
queftion of the Apoftle, to king Agrippa, Fhy fhould
it be thought a thing incredible with you, that God fould
raife the dead (o) 2 Tertullian obferves, that it was de-
nied by every fe@ of the Heathen philofophers : with
them it was the f{abje@ of ridicule and contempt.
The Athenian philofophers, of the Epicurean and
Stoic fe€ls, mocked the Apoltle Paul, when he
preached to them [efus and the refurreion : they
were fo ignorant of this do€irine, that they took Jefus
and the refurreélion, te be the names of fome ftrange
deities they had never heard of before. Confequent-
ly, when they loft their friends and relatives, they
forrowed without hope, laving no certain hope of a
future flate of happinefs for good men, nor of the re-
{urrection of their bodies to eternal life at the laft day,
But if we have ground to believe, that our relations
died in the faith, and fleesr in Fefus, and that in the
morning of the refurretion, they fhall awake to a

' D2 bleffed

(o) Adts xxvi, 8.
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bleffed immortality, we fhould keep our forrow for
them within due bounds.

Let us obferve, that the Apofile doth not forbid
Chriftians a moderate forrow for the death of their
relations : the Chriftian religion has no tendency to
eradicate our paflions, but only to corre& and govern
them. Moderate forrow for the death of our beloved
relatives is very c onfiftent with, nay very becoming
our Chriflian profeffien, and is due to their memory,
efpecially if they were pious. Our bleffed Saviour
himlelf, who was never guilty of the leaft excefs,
wept over the grave of Lazarus, his familiar acquain-
tance and friend, infomuch, that the Jews faid, Besols,
how e loved kim ! To remain unmoved, when we fee
a father or mother, an hufband or wife, a brother or
filter, an intimate acquaintance or friend, die, has
fomething in it very unnatural ; efpecially, when per-
fons of eminent piety and ufefulnefls are removed by
death: not to be moved, is floical apathy, which is
oppofite to the feelings of Chriftianity., It is only
immoderate, exceflive forrow for the death of our re-
lations or others, that the Apofile, in the text, dif-
fuades from.

Indeed, the lofs of relatives and friends, and the
appearance of their lifelefs bodies, is very affe@ing.
To [ee a face, which a little before bleflfed us with
fmiles, now covered with palenefs, all ghaftly and
korrid; the fparkling eye funk and fightlefs; the
mouth, which a few days before opened with wif-
dom and authority, now clofed in filence; the light
of life extinguiflied, and all its enjoyments and com-

forts
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forts al an end; our deareflt relatives and {riends
forn away from our embraces, and confined to the
dark and folitary prifon of the grave ;—is gloomy
and forrowful fcene! yet, aided by revelation, we
can follow the fouls of our pious departed relatives
and friends, to a clime of happinefs, large as their de-
fires, and lafting as their duration. Death is to them
‘their paffage to God: asitis the conclufion of their
natural, fo it is the beginning of an eternal life: it is
their happy releafe from all the miferies and troubles
of this prefent evil world, and their introduction to
all the pure joys and anmixed pleafures of the hea-
_venly flate: itis a dark vale, which when once pafi,
opens to the Chriftian, the bright, gloricus, and per-
‘manent fcenes of a world of perfecl light and confi-
mate felicity. Oh! what a happy change does the
‘believer in Chrift make when he changes worlds:
-His death is the period to all his " toils, and the ac-
complifhment of his beft withes : he then receives the
" end of his faith and hope, the compleat falvation of
"his {oul, and the laft day of his life is the firft ot his

~glory. ' ; |
Though pious departed relatives and friends can-
not retarn, to live with us on earth again, and bles
us with their company, example, prayers, and ad-
vice; yet, the way is open, and we can go to them.
If we are now living in the fear and love of God, by
faith in Jefus Chrift, we are on our way to them, and
the time of feparation fhall not be long. 'The whole
c(}mpuﬁ-‘. of life in this world, is but a fhort {pace.
We are daily making the journey lefs. The profpeét
| ENIOS o0 g R brightens



42

brightens as we advance. The New Jerufalen will
foon appear, by faith we fee the c:it_v.- Its inhabi-
tants view us with wifhful eyes, and wait our arri-
val. They mark our weary fteps, behold our pain-
ful conflicts, and rejoice when we are viforious.
And when the hour of our departure arrives, we
hall embrace each other, meet together above, and
part no more for ever.
I mall now come to fpeak a little of our deceafed
and much refpeéled friend, Mr. Afpden was born at
"Harwood, in this neighbourhood. He was edu-
~ cated at Clithero, under the tuition of the Rev. Mr.
‘Willon. When his education was finifhed, his father
‘bound him apprentice to the prefent Dr, St. Clare
of Preflon, who then refided in this town: and a
letter from the Doétor to' him, teftifies, that during
his apprenticefhip, he was afliduous in bufinefs, and
~moral in his behaviour. When he was at liberty to
act for himfelf, he went to London, where he ftayed
but alittle while: from thence he went to Rif:hmohd,
i Surry, and was with a Mr. Charlton, a perfon in
great praclice ; and who made Mr, Afpden confider-
able offers to continue with him. But after being about
twelve monthsdn the fervice of Mr. Charlton, there
being a vacancy at Coln, his father wrote to him, and
firongly urged him to embrace it; and, though at
that time he preferred the fituation where he was,
yet, prompted by filial affeétion, and parental autho-
rity, he gave it up, and gratified his father’s wifhes.
He went to Coln; where he was fuccefsful in bufi-
nels, and much refpeéed by a numerous acquaint-

ance
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ance. But what endeared that place and pedpie io
‘him, more than every other confideration, was his
being brought to the faving knowledge of God while
he was there. Ina letter to a friend at Coln, which
he wrote a little before his death, after {peaking of
‘his ficknefs, and of the confidence he had in God,
that if he were to die in that ficknefs, that he fhould
£0 to heaven; he fays, ¢ I now remember with gra-
‘titude more than ufual, the mercies which God be-
ftowed on me and my dear wife, when at Coln, and
I fear not but our fmall beginnings there will end in
glory. D’ll praife him while he lends me breath.”
And headds, ¢ Forget not to remember me to all my
“dear Chriftian friends and brethren at Coln; when
1 get to heaven, I fhall praife God for fending me
thither.”

He joined the Methodifls there, in the year 1790,
believing that a union with them would be of great
advantage to him in*a fpiritual fenfe; which he
found to be true. He fought the favour of God, in
Chrift, with all his heart, and found it, which enabled
him torejoice in God his Saviour, and praife him with
joyful lips. This experience is agreeable tothe word of
God; and the excellent liturgy of the church of Eng-
“land afferts, that God pardoneth and abfolveth ail
* thofe that truly repent, and unfeignedly believe his
holy gofpel.

Though our worthy friend was peculiarly happy
in his conne€lions at Coln; yet, when he had been
" there about feven years, bodily indifpofition caufed a
local feparation between him, and his friends and ac-

quaintances;
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quaintances ; being affli€ted in body, and thinking
Blackburn a more favourable fituation, he came to
live in this town. He foon became a very confiden-
tial member of this fociety ; and, confequently, was
chofen a Leader of a clafs, and was much refpecied
by its members; was ele€led a Truflee of this Cha-
pel, and made a Steward of the whole Circuit, which
takes in feveral leffer focieties conneéted with the
Society in this town. His genuine and fieady piety,
and his inceffant efforts to do good, endeared him to
all his Chriftian brethren.

In the line of his profeflion, his conneflions were
Jarge, and his conduct almolt urexampled. When
called out, particularly on the midwifery bulinefs, it
was ufual with him, either before or after delivery,
to acknowledge God, and, call upon him for help, or
return him thanks for mercies received ; and fo di-
reéted all around him to God, in Chrift, as the great
Author and Giver of all good.

He was a Member of the Gentlemen Cavalry of
this town: believing, that in the bible, which he
made the rule of his faith and praéiice, religion and
loyalty were joined together; and being fenfible of
the many privileges, both civil and facred, we enjoy,
under the reign of his moft gracious Majefty ; and
hearing and feeing gentlemen come forward, and
volantarily enrolling and embodying themfelves, to
ftand by, and defend, our rights and privileges, as
‘men and Britons ; he thought it his duty to join them,
‘which he did, and never deviated from this fenti-

ment to the laft. : ,
I come
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I come now to the concluding fcene of his life.
About three months ago, he was attacked with vio-
lent and threatening fymptoms of the diforder which
iflued in his diffolation. He afterwards defcribed i,
in the letter already mentioned, as follows: “ [ am
at prefent a little better, but fuch are the flattering
appearances which my complaint puts on, that I
cannot yet have any great expeflation of a perfeét
recovery, I have had a fever, which has attacked
me very irregularly, in the afternoon and night, and
fometimes very feverely. The medical gentlemen
whom I have confulted, are now, I think, unanimoufly
of opinion, that it is of an he@ic kind, which kind
accompanies always a confumption of the lungs. A
little time, however, will fhew how it will be with
me; until when, I intend ufing every means which
men in repute can recommend unto me, and after-
ward leave the event.” And refpeling the flate of
his minc, and his views of futurity, he adds, * Since
my attack, I have in general found an abundance
of peace. I am furrounded with mercies; I lack
no manner of thing that is good: I fee no ‘caufe
for complaining. I have not a doubt, but, if I am to
go in this ficknefls, that the Lord will perfe what is

lacking in my foul, and fit me for himfelf.”
In this ftate of refignation-and confidence in God,
on Monday the 3oth of September, he fet out for Li-
verpooi, intending to make a voyage to the Ifle of
Mann, whicha gentleman, of great medical tkill, had
warmly recommended to him, as the laft expedient
in his cafe. Bat, alas ! when he got to Liverpool, his
weaknels
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weaknels was fo great, and his complaint fo rapid,
that it was judged, by gentlemen of the faculty there,
very improper for him to proceed, and who urged
him to return home immediately, which he accord-
ingly did, with very great difficulty, on Tharfday
the 13th.

His relations and friends now ‘began to give up
every hope of his recovery, and to view him as fhortly
to leave them, and become an inhabitant of another
world. He was refigned to his fate; his placid looks
were exprellive of the confidence and ferenity of his
foul. He knew that death could not hurt him, that it
had loft its fting, and was difarmed of its tercors ; nay,
that in drawing afide the curtain of mortality, it
would unvail eiernity to his view, and open a free
paflage for his foul, to travel to his redeeming God,
the fociety of the glorified, and the full fruition of his
higheft wifhes,

On the Tuefday morning following, he had a
very glorious manifefiation of divine love to his foul,
and was fo unfpeakably happy as to praife God
aloud. He faid, *“ The Lord pafles by indeed, and
bleffes my foul. What an amazing fupport is it (o
the body, as well as the mind ! what thould I do now
without religion? O! blefs theLord!” O i‘cligiun !
thou defpifed name, what art thou worth Thy lov-
ers are comfortable in life, happy in death, and tri-
umph for evermore. He was continually lifting up
his heart to God : and faid to one of the members of
his clafs, “ Thofe are bleffed words of our Lord,
Feace I leave wwith Jouy my freace I give unto you ; ot as

thea
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the world giveth, give I unto yon.” And of himfelf he
faid, ¢ Having nothing, yet poffefing all things. What a
mercy I ever knew any thing of God.”

He was in the fame fpirit all the fucceeding days
of his life. He often faid to me when I called upon
him, My foul doth magnify the Lord, and my Jpirit doif:
rejoice in God my Saviour. On Saturday morning he
wifhed a hymn fung, and joined in it with great de-
light: and at prayer repeatedly exclaimed, ¢ Glory
be to God.” It was a profitable feafon to thofe pre-
fent. On Sunday night he faid, ¢ My heart is fixed, O
God my heart is fixed; Iwill fing and give praife.

About eight o’clock on Monday night, at which
hour he allered much for the worfe, he faid to Mrs.:
Afpden, in the prefence of many of his relatives and
friends who ftood rovnd his bed, ¢ I know I muft die:
and [ know I Jove God: and I know Ilove Jefus
Chrift: and I know I am going to glory.” And he
contimued talking of Jefus, and praifing him {or his
goodnelfs, till his tongue fo faultered that he could
not articulate words. He made one remarkable ef-
fort, in fhewing the neceflity of having our robes
wafhed and made white in the blood of the Lamb 3
that thofe fo wafhed, would be admitted through the
gales into the city of the New Jerufalem; and that
-the final negleét of this, would be attended with ine~
vitable damnation. :

After this he died apace, breathing fhorter and
fliorter, till, at half paft eleven o’clock, he fell a/ecp
in Jefus, without either figh or groan, and his happy

foul afcended to heaven, to be for ever with the Lord;;
for
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for if there be a heaven, he is in it (+). His death is
an irretrievable lofs to his worthy partner, is much re-
gretted by his friends, and is fincerely lamented by
the public at large, of the truth of which, this large
and very refpectable audience is one proof. May hea-
ven {upport thelurviving relatives, efpecially the Re-
li& of the deceafed, and aflift them to look forward to
the heavenly country, where he now is, and daily
prepare forit: and may we all be followers of him,
as he was of Chrift ; that when our days on earth are
gone, our reciprocal attachment to each other in time,
may be confummated in eternal glory ; that when it
fhall be faid of us, as in a little time it fhall be, they
are dead, it may alfo be faid, they are happy.

+ Think’ft thou the theme intoxicates my fong ?
And I too warm *---Too warm I cannot be.
I lov’d him much; But now I leve him more,
=--How blefings brighten as they take their flight!
His fiight PriLANDER took ; his upward Hight,
Ii ever foul alcended.

YOUNG, iy
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