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PSALM xli ver. 1.

Bleffed be the man that confidereth
the poor, the Lord [ball deliver him
in the time of trouble.

Or, as it is in another tranflation ;

Bleffed is the man that provideth for

the fick and needy, the Lord [ball
deliver bim in the time of trouble.

HIS Pfalm, which contains many pa-

I thetic arguments for compaflion and
liberality to the fick and mifera-

ble, feems to have been compofed when Da-
vid himfelf had felt the tortures of {fome pain-
ful difeafe ; and felt them too with an addi-
tional vexation, not_unlike that which po-

B verty
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verty often fuffers from negle& and contemp-
tuous ufage. Mineenemics,layshe, ver. 5. [peak
evil of me, when fball be die and bisname perifb.
Such fuflerings in his own perfon naturally
excited a quicker fenfe, a ftronger fympathy
of the mistortunes endured by thofe unhappy
people, who laboured under any fimilar dif-
trefs.

Frowm the greatnefs of this diftrefs, this
double diftrefs of ficknefs and poverty, men-
tioned in our text, the afliftance adminiftered
in {uch calamitous cafes, becomes at once
more beneficial to the poor fufferer, a fund
of greater joy to the liberal benefactor,
and a realonable ground for better hopes
" of the Divine acceptance and blefling.
Blefled is he that confidereth the fick and
needy, the Lord [ball deliver him in the time of
trouble 5 the Lord will preferve bim and keep
bim alive, and be fball be bleffed upon eartb,
and thow wilt not deliver him into the band of
his enemies, ver. 1, 2.

A {fubje¢t that {o particularly tends to the
honour of our great Creator, to the comfort
and benefit of our {uffering fellow-creatures ;
to the eafe and delight of every rational mind,
well deferves the moft attentive regard,
while we enquire into the nature, obligation,

and
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and recompence of a duty fo amiable and ex-
cellent.

BLESSED 75 the man that cONSIDERETH the
Jick and needy ; the original expreflion, confi-
dereth the fick and needy, imports a prudent
care in the application of our bounty ; a wife
and deliberate diftribution, entirely different
from a rath and thoughtlefs, though perhaps
well-intended, profufion.

Tue more difhicult it is to diftinguifh real
from pretended objects of charity ; and the
greater inconveniencies arife from encourag-
ing lazinefs and debauchery, under the ap-
pearance of diftrefs, the more requifite it is
to employ the ftricteft caution, that the cla-
morous and unworthy may not eat the
bread of the poor; nor idlenefs and impof-
ture riot in that relief, which is juitly due
to actual want and ficknefs.

BLEsSED 7s the man, fays the wife fon of
Sirach, thatr meditates good things in wif-
dom, Ecclus. xiv. 20.  And the facred pen-
man of the text juftly obferves, zhat & good
man is merciful and lendeth 5 be bath dif-
perfed abroad, he hath given to ;/}.g poor. But
however extenﬁve his beneficence may be,
be will guide his affairs with difcretion.

B 2 | Har-
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Harry would it be for the race of
man, born to trouble as the [parks fly wup-
ward, if every kind and every cafe of mife-
ry could receive a fuitable and full relief !
The moft fanguine expe&ation reaches not {o
far. And therefore the firft, though not the
only inftance of care fhould be employed
to remove thofe misfortunes, which are the
moft immediate and moft prefling ; where
the greateft benefit arifes to each miferable
objet ; and where the fame degree of aflif-
tance, the fame kind contribution will reach
the greateft number of poor fufferers. Cha-
rity, the moft diffufive, muft have its bounds:
no liberality can reach every obje&. Pru-
dence and cconomy therefore will examine
and confider the cafe of the poor, that as few
as poflible be left deftitute, or fent empty away.

Tuese general principles fo naturally lead
your thoughts to the good work, which occa-
{ions the prefent folemnity, that it is needlefs
to mention the application.

We are now affembled in fupport of an
INFIRMARY, in that part of this trading and
populous city, where fo beneficent a provifion
is greatly wanted. This INFIRMARY Is a
charitable foundation, for the relief of fea-
men in merchant-fervice, and poor artificers,

whom
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whom providence is pleafed to vifit with di-
vers difeafes ; and being thus incapacitated
for that honeft labour, which was their only
{fubfiftance, they are no longer able to furnifh
to themfelves either food or phyfic.

Tue mere naming this good defign pleads
powerfully in its favour, awakens every ten-
der fentiment of pity and compaflion, and
{fuggefls every argument of humanity, reafon,
and religion.

For this charitable work we are met to-
gether in the houfe of Gop, to acknow-
ledge the Divine goodnefs in that {uccefs
which has already appeared ; and to implore
his blefling, from whom cometh every good
and perfel? gift, for further affiftance and
encouragement, for which there are fo many
importunate demands.

Sucw inftitutions in general, hofpitals and
infirmaries, have for many reafons been ap-
proved and fupported by the beft and wifeft
men.

I forbear to mention, among thefe reafons,
the valuable improvements that are hereby
made in medicinal knowledge, for the gene-
ral good of mankind ; or the moft proper in- -
ftruction of fucceeding gencrations by juft
obfervations founded upon real facts ; and the

beft
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beft fupply of fkill and experience, which
thefe feminaries afford to ftudents in this be-
neficial {cience. Upon feveral other accounts
thefe publick receptacles for the fick and dif-
cafed ftand recommended for their great uti-
lity.

INpiceENT ficknefs, which at home would
probably have no advice, or fuch as frequent-
ly proves worfe than none, receives in thefe
humane and beneficial foundations all the ad-
vantages, which can arife from the knowledge
and experience of the moft eminent in the
honourable and ufeful profeflions of phyfick
and furgery.

By this wife and generous afliftance, #be
poor and the rich meet together; and the fame
diforders in both find equal relief from the
fame fkilful hands.

TuE art of medicine extends to many con-
fiderations, it is by no means therefore depre-
tiating that valuable fcience to obferve, that
few cures are effe¢ted by ph}'ﬁc_k by drugs
only: proper food, due regimen, neceflary
attendance, and above all, eafe and tranquility
of mind have a large :Ihare in every recovery.
But how can a neceflitous fick creature enjoy
this eafe of mind, when, could he obtain a pro-
per prefcription, he has neither money nor

credit
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credit to procure the diet or the phyfick pre-
fcribed to him: or, if he could find credit, muft
dread the fad confequences of incurring debts,
that no future induftry: may fatisfy ?

ExperiznNcE has thewed, with melancholy
conviction, that the provifion made by parti-
cular parifhes, however burdenfome to the
inhabitants, is far from affording competent
relief to thofe poor, who labour under fick-
nefs and difeafes.

IN many inftances how flow and imperfe&t
is the cure of thefe working people, to the’
detriment of the publick, as well as the incon-
venience of private Families? And who can
calculate what numbers totally perith, or are
difabled for life by the ignorance of unikilful
practitioners, or the hardinefs of adventurous
empiricks; or fometimes {uffer from the mifta-
ken kindnefs of well difpofed neighbours,
whofe intentions are much better than their
{kill and knowledge?

But befides thefe inconveniencies, ’tis im-
poflible to fay how large the catalogue may
be of deftitute, helplefs wretches, who hav-
ing languifthed a confiderable time, after
many reftlefs nights and mournful days,
half famifthed, unpitied and unrelieved, fuffer
the mileries of a lingering death ; and thereby

prove



'ed
prove an annual difgrace, as well as lofs to
their native country !

ParocHIAL provifions,as was obferved, be-
ing thus infufficient and inadequate, feveral
publick endowments have interpofed to fupply
the defe&.

In thefe places, pretended complaints and
impofture, which deceive the good nature and
inexperience of private perfons, far from find-
ing encouragement, are fure to be detected ;
and whatever is charitably given, muft by this
means be effeCtually and totally apply’d.

Nor is it poflible, that any donation thould
be here perverted to the purpofes of idlenefs,
vice and debauchery, where the general re-
lief is adminiftered in no other form, than
wholefome food, or well prepared medicines.
And when once the cure is effected, the patient
is immediately difcharged and never allowed
to continye an unneceffary incumbrance upon
charity.

Truis rule, however, is not {o rigidly obferved,
but that in cafes of real neceffity, and in fuch
only, perfons of known induftry and intirely
deftitute, receive fome {mall affiftance, after
their recovery, for immediate fupport, that they
may not perifh for want of food and raiment,
before they can earn them by their ufual labour.

AxD
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Axp during their abode in this infirmary
juft care is taken, at proper {eafons, to im-
prefs their minds, with a fenfe of religion ;
and improve their vacant hours to thofe beft
of purpofes, which tend to the greateft ad-
vantage thro' the whole extent of their pre-
{ent and future exiftence.

But befides the care that is here employed,
both for the bodies and fouls of men, ’tis a
confideration of much weight, that any ai-
fiftance thus adminiftered is happily managed
as an united fund; and thereby rendered be-
neficial to thegreateft extent. Were every be-
nefattor to employ the fame fum, in a fepa-
rate way, which he now beftows in common,
how very few in comparifon could be relieved
by thefe divided pittances ?

ScarceLy credible it is how vaft the ad-
vantages are, which arife from this united
application of charity and benevolence. I
{peak now only as to the larger extent of
charitable gifts thus colleted together, and
the much greater number of objects that can
be releived in this method of joint contribu-
tion ; without confidering the better advice,
the more regular attendance, and other ad-
vantages the diftrefled receive in this InrFir-
M AR Y, which cannot attend any private help.

C So
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So that charities thus united, like feeble twigs
when bound together, gain new ftrength, and
become not only more certain in the applica-
tion, but much more beneficial by an exten-
five influence and operation : every individual
is likely to obtain better afliftance, and much
larger numbers are certainly relieved.

Nor can this confideration appear with
greater force than in the happy condu&
of that well contrived inftitution, which is now
imploring your affiftance ; and the bare men-
tion of fuch management is {fufhicient applaufe.

Tris good defign takes its date from the
third of November 1740, not quite two years
and a half ago; fince which time more than
five thoufand objeéts have been relieved ; and
very near that number of fick and lame and
difeafed perfons have, by the bleffing of God
been actually reftored to their health and
limbs.. The whole expence of thefe numerous
cures, including fome accidental charges that
don’t return, amounts to little more than
fourteen hundred pounds.

In a cafe of this impertance it will not, I
prefume, be thought too minute to enter in-
to a calculation, whereby it appears, that
thefe poor obje@s, one with another, have
received the benefit of a cure, for many grie-
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vous complaints, at {o fmall coft as five fhil-
lings and feven pence each patient; and in
this eftimate is included more than three hun-
dred and feventy poor difeafed people, who have,
as in-patients, been received into the houfe, and,
during their continuance, entirely maintained.
Upon another calculation (fuch is the frugalad-
miniftration of this charity!) no more than two
fhillings appears to be the charge of curing the
out-patients one with another. What would
fuch fcanty fums avail, were there an equal
certainty, which cannot be the cafe, that the
whole would be duly employed in fepmate gifts!

I dwell the longer upon this confideration,
becaufe it carries fuch ftrength of pﬂrfuaﬁnn
to encourage a defign, made fo extenfively
ufeful by the moft frugal application. Such
diffufive ceconomy has a double advantage ;
one, as benefactions are thereby rendered fer-
viceable to a greater number of afflicted peo-
ple; and another, asit is {o powerful an ar-
gument for liberality, when it is thus ma-
nifeftly well employed.

Many of thefe circumftances are com-
mon to all inftitutions of this kind, the {e-
veral Infirmaries and Hofpitals, which are an
honour and bleﬂing to this metropolis and

kingdom ; but in the plan now before us,
G2 there
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there appear, in fome refpe@s, peculiar gene-
rofity and gratitude. This is a {cheme that
ftands diftinguifhed, both in the manner of
its execution and the objects that are here
relieved ; objeéts that eminently deferve a
tender pity and liberal affiftance : laborious,
ufeful Mecu an1cks,who with clofe confine-
ment and conftant toil, frequently the occa-
{ion of their diforders, furnifh the various
materials of your fafety, eafe and pleafure : and
MarRINERS In MERCHANT-SERVICE, the
inftruments of our commerce, and the {fource
of our wealth, who at the expence of their
health, very often at the hazard of their li-
berty and lives, carry into foreign countries,
to the immenfe profit of their own, all the -
{fuperfluous and uneémployed produéions of
the foil and labour of this kingdom: and
inftead thereof import the different produce,
both ufeful and ornamental, of diftant cli-
mates, for your accommodation and delight,
while you remain at home in fecurity and
peace.

How entirely is the nation indebted for
its riches, glory, ftrength, and power, to
both thefe clafles of ufeful men; and how
juftly are their misfortunes intitled to all the
relief, which compaflion, gratitude, or pru-

dence
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dence can recommend ; prudence, I fay, be-
caufe the lofs of this rank of people, though
by negligence and difregard, like a decay in
the very vitals, certainly weakens and deftroys
the body politic.

A~p in thofe inftances, where a clofer con-
nection and intercourfe appear, where the {fub-
filtence and wealth of "any perfon entirely
depend upon the advantages he receives from
the labour thefe people undergo, or the dangers
they run; a peculiar obligation arifes to pity
their misfortunes, and alleviate their mifery
in want and ficknefs, by adminiftring to
their neceflities out of that plenty, which is
derived from the {weat of their brows,and the
hazard of their lives.

"T1s truly worthy of the wifdom and ge-
nerofity of a Brizifb government, to fecure
an honourable retreat, a comfortable fubfift-
ence for thofe brave and gallant men, who,
in defence of the rights and commerce of
their country, have not only expofed their
lives to the perils of the ocean, to ftorms,
and rocks, and unhealthy climates; but to all
the rage of war |

Hicuvry reafonable it is, that when failors
have endured the pain of grievous wounds,
the lofs of limbs; or by long fatigue, and

many
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many dangers, have haftened the infirmities
of old age; highly reafonable it is that the
remains of a life, {o bravely and ufefully em-
ployed, fhould be rendered as eafy as poflible,
and find a decent provifion without anxiety or
care.

Burt the difabled merchant-feaman and
fickly manufacturer, however beneficial their
employments are to the publick, fhare not
this publick relief : that is devolvéd upon your
more private and neceflary charity : and un-
der this benevolent inftitution they feel its in-
fluence in full extent.

TrEsE charitable doors are always open ;
open at every hour of every day ; and open
to every f{ufferer, how low {oever reduced.
None can be too poor and friendlefs to be re-
lieved within thefe hofpitable walls; no ex-
pence, no charge at their admiffion; nor any
fecurity required againft future contingencies.

Turs diftin&ion is not meant to fuggeft a
mifconduét in any other charitable foundations;
where long experience has convinced the
world of an affe¢tionate and fuccefsful concern
for miferable obje@s.

But yet, ’tis impoflible for buman nature
not to wifh, that, upon re-confidering this
matter, fome harmlefs expedient may be found,

that
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that the moft extreme poverty may mo more
be an argument againit relief under fevere
difeafes; nor the doors of an hofpital any
longer {hut againft a perithing wretch, becaufe
he is entirely deftitute of friends and money.

However fmall a demand may be, if it
exceeds the power of him that is obliged to fa-
tisfy that demand, no doubt it becomes too
heavy and therefore confiderable.  Though
the number of {uch refufals may not be very
great ; yet the fettled condition of admittance
being well known, may difcourage many dt-
tempts, that don’t appear : poor, fickly peo-
ple will hardly undergo the fatigue of crawl-
ing to the gate of an hofpital, only to be re-
fufed entrance. And very unhappy it is, that
this refufal is grounded fingly upon friendlefs
poverty, upon that extreme diftrefs, which
{eems the ftrongeft reafon for an unconditional
reception.

Bur to return; if in the prefent condu&
of this well-intended undertaking any defeéts
appear ; or if, in any inftance, it is capable of
improvement ; gentlemen of knowledge, re-
putation and f{ubftance, who, to their own
honour and the bEﬂEﬁt of their fellow-crea-
tures, make a daily infpection into the con-
cerns of this eftablifhment, are extremely de-

{irous



(16 )
firous of rendering the good defign beneficial
to the utmoft extent, that human affairs will
admit.

Witu gratitude they receive all informa-
tion and advice; and will execute, with care
and fidelity, whatever is found practicable and
advantagious.

"T'1s now almoft univerfally admitted,
nutwithﬁandin&, the impious efforts of a {lavith
philofophy in the laft age, that Ma~, by the
circumitances of his own being, and the con-
ftitution of things about him, as well as the
exprefs inftrudtions of Divine revelation, was
defigned and required by providence, to a&t
under the agreeable character of a focial crea-
ture: and that all the {ons of 4dam (hould
confider themfelves as branches of the fame fa-
mily ; as parts of the fame general body, and
members one of another. |

WiTH no view can men be better conne&-
ed together; for no purpofe can a {ociety be
more ufefully framed ; or more agreeably to
the intentions of the great Creator, our com-
mon Father, than to alleviate the diftrefs and
leffen the calamities to which fellow-creatures
are {ubjeét: and the more fevere and heavy
thefe calamities are, and the lefs ability the

ﬁﬂerers
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{ufferers have to refcue themfelves ; the united
endeavours of perfons in a happier condition
become ftill more laudable and beneficial -
and every condefcenfion, from a higher exal-
tation to the loweft degrees of mifery, is juftly
intitled to a diftinguithed applaufe.

THERE is, moreover, another very agree-
able circumftance that attends thefe focial com-
binations. The various apprehenfions ot man-
kind, the different opinions entertained upon
points of government and policy, as well as
upon f{ubjets of a higher nature, are too of-
ten apt to inflame the paflions, create animo-
fities, and produce, at beft, a cold difregard;
fometimes, it is to be feared, much rage and
fiercenefs :  but this mutual intercourfe in
works of charity, {mooths and rubs off thefe
afperities. A joint labour of love, by unit-
ing in fome meafure the views of different
perfons, forms a kind of friendly cement
{oftens the angry paﬂions and abates that i'e—
vere and harfh opinion, which men of difa-
greecing fentiments and views are too ready
to entertain and propagate upon the whole
chara&er of one another : while the fame ear-
neft concurrence in fuch charitable works, an
equal zeal to profecute the fame good defigns,
naturally create a better opinion of each other,

D and
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and afford juft reafon mutually to believe,
that differences upon other matters do not
take their rife from fuch bad principles, as are
too often imputed by angry opponents : fuch
united acts of charity and compaflion publick-
ly confute the narrow and fufpicious query,
Can any good thing come out of Nazareth ?

Nor fhould it be omitted, that the better
to anfwer the benevolent purpofe of this {oci-
cty, and conciliate more friendfthip among its
members, no other diftin&ion is obferved in
the reception and treatment of patients, than
the reality and greatnefs of their diftrefs.

Sucu is the conftitution, and fuch the
management of this excellent foundation | And
are arguments requifite to gain a favourable
reception to a work {o truly beneficent | Can
human nature need perfuafion to encourage
fuch a defign ; or can a Chriftian require any
importunity thus to obey and imitate his blefl-
ed Saviour, who went about continually doing
good, and bealing all manner of ﬁcﬁﬁgﬁ‘ zmcf
d _/é'ﬂﬁ; among the pfﬂp!g 2 With what enga-
ging force do religion and humarity, our rea-
fon and afietions, generofity and juftice, love
to our fellow-creatures, love to our country,
and love to ourfelves; the pleafure, the ho-

nour,
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nour, the reward of fuch beneficence, all,
plead the moving caufe of fo much innocent
diftrefs |

Canx the leaft doubt remain in any breaft
whether this pious and ufeful defign, underta-
ken with difinterefted compaflion and con-
du@ed with great prudence, deferves appro-
bation, or cenfure ? whether an eftablithment,
{o helpful to the fore calamities of our fel-
low-creatures, thould be generoufly encouraged,
or totally deftroyed ? I fpeak it diftinétly,
totally deftroyed——For thofe, who refufe a
proper affiftance, when it is in the power of
their hand to grant it, declare aloud by fuch
refufal —Let this defign perifh and come to
nought.

Nor to fupport fo humane an undertaking,
is, to the extent of our power, to fubvert it as
effeGtually, as the Witi—holding food muft
prove fatal to an helplefs infant.

InprrrErRENCE and difregard, or the
fmoother language of an empty applaufe, with
kind wifhes and good hopes, that encourage-
ment may arife elfewhere to fupport the ufe-
ful project ; what is all this, but aggravating
the guilt of an avaricious and uncharitable
mind ? What is it, but publickly owning, we

D 2 ought
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ought to give, when we cruelly determine to
grant no help ?

Very unwilling I am to fuppofe, that there
can be an individual perfon {o infenfible of the
mifery of mankind; fo regardlefs of a duty of
the higheft obligation : God forbid, that there
fhould be one heart {o wickedly obdurate ; fo
void of all the affections of a man, all fenfe
of religion as a Chriftian !

Are the {orrows of thefe unhqppy crea-
tures lels genuine, s their mifery lefs grievous,
becaufe providence has kindly placed you in
circumitances not converfant wirh fuch dread-
tul {cenes of woe?

ArTeND thefe Hofpitals; examine the
mournful cafes that offer ; fee what pitiable
objects appear; fuch difmal fpe&acles as
would pierce the hardeft heart: 'tis not in
human nature to be infenfible of fo much
human mifery..

Bur if your apprehenfion of the relief
to be adminiftered alleviates the horror of
fuch fights in the Hofpitals themfelves, enter
the wretched abodes, the difmal cellars and
garrets, where both poverty and ficknefs
dwell ! Can you behold poor helplefs children
with their afflicted mother, fhedding their un-

availing
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availing tears around a meagre fpedtacle of
pain and difeafes ; crying for bread for them-
felves, and health to the once fupport of
the family ! all their hearts fainting with-
in them !

Dip you behold but one fuch fcene of
mifery (and God only knows how many fuch
there are! ) what tender emotions muft it raife
in your breafts ? would it not melt you into
{forrow ? your heart, perhaps, would be {ftill
more fenfibly touched, fhould you happen to
refle®, that this mifery, great as it is, might
pofiibly proceed from laborious endeavours to
gain a bare, a hard fubfiftence, by furnithing
you with the accommodations of a plentiful and
cafy life ? If fuch concern fhould arife from
a fingle inftance ; how muft this fympathy
encreafe from numbers? how little able
would you be to bear the fight of colle&ted
pain and anguifh ; the hundreds, the thou-
{fands of thefe poor miferable beings tor-
tured in their limbs, their bodies, with great
variety of grievous and painful diftempers ;
however different in other fad complaints, all
ftruggling with the heavy preflures of ex-
treme want, utterly incapable to provide for
their own relief, or even fubfiftence! Sick and
needy too; deflitute, afflicted, tormented !

- CouLbp
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CovuLrp you hear the melancholy found
of bitter cries, the piercing groans of real dif-
trefs ; could you fee at once, all this deplo-
rable colleGtion of pain and torture, aggra-
vated by the cutting anxieties of deftitute
poverty ; good God! what a moving f{cene
would this fad aflemblage prove! whofe heart
could bear the miferable fight ? what bowels
would not melt? whofe eyes would not dif-
{olve in tears?

WaaT have you felt your {clves? what
have you {feen your friends, your children,
endure under the fevere anguifh of an acute
diftemper; or the languithing pains of a
chronical and lafting diforder? how affliGtive,
how tormenting have thefe fenfations proved,
though free from the difmal fears of perifh-
ing for want of neceflaries !

Recorrect what you yourfelves have
{fuffered, even without the difadvantages of
poverty; when your forrow was not like
unto their {forrow : you will then much bet-
ter remember thefe that [uffer adverfity, as
being yourfelves alfo in the body. And being
in the body, {ubje& to the accidents and cala-
mitics of this changeable world, fuppofe your-
{elf, or neareft relations, groaning at once under
the united weight of ficknefs and indigence ;

and
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and in the revolutions of providence how
{oon may that unhappy time appear? cer
long it will be the cale; when you muft
want deliverance in time of trouble ; what
would you then wifh fhould be done unto
you? would you not then defire comfort
and confolation ?

Sucu adls of charity will yield the only
coniolation in feafons of ficknefs and diftrefs;
in all time of your tribulation. Bleffed is
the man that confidereth the fick and needy,
the Lord fball deliver bim in the time of
trouble 5 the Lord comfort bim when be lieth
Sfick upon his bed : make thou all his bed in bis
fickne/s!

THE prefent is, perhaps, the cmly oppor-
tunity we may ever enjoy of giving a public
and generous teftimony to a work {o truly ufe-
ful, fo humane and chriftian.

Go to the houfe of mourning; or carry
even your thoughts into the difmal chamber
but of one dying man; dying for want of
that kind afliftance which you may now, and
perhaps only now, adminifter! could you fee
the departing wretch, with eager wifhful looks,
praying for fome friendly relief, but finding
none ; could you look upon the honeft, poor,
neglected creature, ftruggling with the agonies

of
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of death; in anguith inexpreflible, for want
of timely help, breathing the laft gafp of a
miferable life ; with what paffion would you
with to have contributed, as you now may, to
his health and prefervation |

I can go no farther; Gop Almighty fpeak
the reft to every chriftian heart
THEsE poor people cannot recompence

you ; but you will be recompenced at the refur-
reétion of the jufl,

AN
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A N
xC GO U N
OF ' THE
RISE, PROGRESS, and STATE
OF THE-
LONDON INFIRMARY;
Supported by |

CuarrTasLe and VoOLUNTARY SuBSCRIPTION,

for the Relief of Sick and Difeafed Ma-
NUFACTURERS, SEAMEN In MERCHANT-SER-
vice, and their Wives and CHILDREN;
from the Firft InsTiTUTION On the 3d of
WNovember, 1740, to the 25th of March,

1743, inclufive.

OF all Circumftances that affect the Mind of Man Reafons for
the Inflitution,

with Compaffion, no one feems to touch it {o nearly,
as the feeing our Fellow-Creatures labouring with,
Difeafes, and even perithing under them for want of proper
and timely Afliftance ; for who, that is not favage in nature,
can paﬁ regardlefs by thofe Numbers of miferable Objects,

who daily prefent themfelves to us, and whofe various Difeafes
E (were
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(were all other Motives filent) would be as fo many Tongues,
which at once fpeak their own Anguifh and excite our Pity.
As the Characteriftick of the Engli/b is to be humane and be-
neficent, fo nothing fhews it more than Inftitutions of a pub-
lick Nature, fuch as Hofpitalsand Infirmaries, which are here
better regulated and fupplied with Neceffaries, than in any
other Country whatfoever. Some there are of Royal Endow-
ment, and eitablithed Revenue; and others of more modern
[nftitution, erected and fupported by the generous and volun-
tary Contributions of good and well-difpofed Perfons; but all
thefe are by Experience known to be no ways adequate to the
Numbers that feeck Afliftance from them ;. for as they can take
in no more Patients than they have Beds, or give Medicine to
more than what their Income will allow, many poor unhappy
Creatures muft be unavoidably loft. For ’tis a Truth well
known, that tho’ the City of London is more populous, and'
by its Trade and Navigation, the labouring Part thereof are
more fubject to Accidents and Difeafes than the common Peo-
ple of Paris; yetit appears fromy the annual printed Accounts,
that the Hotel Dieu alone contains more Patients at one time
than all our Hofpitals and Infirmaries together. If fuch Pro-
vifion is made for the difeafed Inhabitants of Paris, thofe of
London more immediately require our Regard; particularly,
the Britifb Manufacturers and Seamen, as they are the chief
Support of both our foreign and domeftick Trade.

The Strength and Security of Great Britain depending
chiefly on its Naval Power, the Wifdom of the Legiflature has
thewed a peculiar Concern for the Comfort and Happinefs of
fuch infirm and difabled Seamen, as have been engaged in the
Service of the Royal Navy: But for Seamen employed only
in the Service of the Merchant, and trading Part of the King-
dom, or the Wives and Families of fuch, in Diftrefs by Sick-
nefs, no defirable Publick Provifion has yet been made, or
particularly inftituted for their Relief. Norare our numerous,
poor, induftrious Manufatturers, and Artificers, or their
Wives and Children, by any particular Donations or Eftablifh-

ment, fufficiently provided for, under the Calamity of bO%!lljf
l S
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Difeafes and Cafualties; tho’ in fuch affliting and melancholy
Circumitances, they are incapable of providing for themielves
or Families by their ufual Labour and Induftry.

Thefe Confiderations have induced many benevolent and
publick-fpirited Noblemen, Gentlemen, Merchants, and others,
to turn their Thoughts upon raifing by publick Subfcription,
aLonpon INFIrRMARY, where Britifh Sailors in the Mer-
chant-Service, their Wives and Children; and poor Britifs
Manufacturers, their Wivesand Children ; are daily admitted,
and find Relief, in Diftrefs by Sicknefs or Cafualties: And
this without any Difficulty or Expence of Admittance,

In order to anfwer the Ends propofed, a large Houfe was Situation.
taken in Prefcot-ftreet, Goodman’'s-Fields, which Situation was
judged the moft convenient, as being near the ufual Abodes
of Manufacturers and Seafaring Men in the Merchant-Ser-
vice, and at a conliderable Diftance from any Hofpital.

The Houfe is fpacious and convenient, contains about forty Regaulation of
Beds, properly and airily difpofed, is furnifhed with Linnen, ¢ Houf.
and all neceflary Conveniencies. The Matron, a fober and
difcreet Woman, has the Charge of the Houfe and Furniture ;
the Direction of the Nurfes, and ether Servants; and fees the
Diet and Medicines adminiftered according to Order. Under
her, are Nurfes, and Watchers, in proportion to the Number
of Patients, of experienced Honefty and Tendernefs, who
are guided by written Orders to prevent Mifconduct of any
kind. Proper Diet for the Patients has been fettled by the
Gentlemen of the Faculty engaged in this Charity, and is
fixed up in the Wards for the Sassfaction of the Paticnts and
their Friends.

A Phyfician and Surgeon of Reputation are appointed, and Phyficiars and
attend daily, from Eleven to One, without any Fee crSurgeons
Reward, and give their Advice to all fuch poor difeafed
Objecls, as think proper to come in thofe Hours, whether re-
commended or not; and cther Phyficians and: Surgr:cms! of

¥ 2 Cha-
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Syalification
of @ Governor.

Bufinefi of'G o-
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( 28 )

Charater attend and advife in all dangerous or extraordi-
nary Cafes.

The Difpenfary is furnithed with Drugs, which being fr(k
viewed and reported Good by a Commiittee for that Purpofe,
are bought at the beft hand, and compounded at the Fnfirme-
7y, where an Apothecary refides, who-conftantly and folely.
attends the Bufinels thercof,

No Officers or Servants are permitted upon pain of expul-
fion to take of any Tradefmen, Patients, or other Perfons;-
any Fee, Reward, or Gratification of any kind, direély or
indireCtly, for any Service done, or tobe done, on Account
of this Infirmary..

And as the Governors of this Charity are defirous that the
utmoft Regard may be had to the Souls of the Patients, as
well as their Bodies, a Clergyman of the Church of England
has - generoufly undertaken, without any Gratuity, to read
Prayers, and perform the other Duties of his Function, at the

Infirmary.

Every Subfcriber of five Guineas Yearly is a Governor of
this Charity, and is intitled to fend in as many Patients as
there are Vacancies of Beds ; but if they can’t be received as
In-Patients, they are relieved as Out-Patients. Every Gen-
tleman giving a Benefation of thirty Guineas at once, will be
a Governor tor Life. All Subferiptions are during Pleafure,
and fmaller Sums, from well-difpofed Perfons, will be thank-
fully received and acknowledged.

Four Governors in Rotation every Month, with any others
that are pleafed, attend weckly, in order to receive and dif-
mifs Patients, fupervife the Proceedings of the Houfe, and do
fuch Bufinefs as is ufually done by Committees at other Hof-
ﬁa]s, and report the fame at the next Quarterly or General

geting. 'There is a General Meeting of the Governors

cvery
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every Quarter, before whom a Report is made from the Weck-
ly Committees, all By-Laws are then confirmed, all Vacancies
fI’d up,-and Accounts Audited. Alfo an Annual General
Meeting of all Subfcribers to Revife and Confirm the General
Accourt of Proceedings, which is immediately after pub-
lifhed for the Satisfacton of the Publick.

The Accounts are kept in a regular mercantile Manner,
and the Names of the Patients, their Employment, Place of
Abode, Diforder, the Iffue of the Cafe, and the Name of the
Subfcriber who fent them, are inferted in {feveral Columns in
a Book for that Purpofe ; and are always ready for the In-
fpection of Subfcribers, as alfo the Statutes and By-Laws for
the particular Regulation of this Infirmary.

All poor,. fick, and lame, who are recommended, or ap- p,,,, op.
pear to the Committee to be truly neceflitous, are received jess.
from the Hours of Eleven to One, who are fupply’d with
Advice, Medicine, Diet,, Wathing, Lodging, and every
" comfortable Affiftance during their Cure. No Perfons with
incurable or infectious Diftempers, or of known Ability to
pay for their Cures, are admitted to partake of this Charity 5
but all Accidents are received at any Hour of the Day or

Night.

This is the Plan of our Proceedings, and tho’ this Work
is but in its Infancy, yet fuch has been the extraordinary En-
couragement given to it, by Numbers of Diftinguithed Hu-
manity, that we have the Satisfattion to affure the Publick,.
that fince the 3d of Nowember, 1740, it has pleafed God to
blefs us with fuch Succefs, that upwards of 5000 diftreffed
Objects have been Relieved at the London Infirmary, and.
from Labouring under the Oppreflion of fome of the moft
malignant Difeafes, gnd unhappy Accidents, have been re-
inftated in their Honeft and Indultrious Capacities of Work--
ing ; whereby the Publick again enjoy the Benefit of their La-
bour; they, and their poor Families preferved from perithing,,.
and prevented from being a conftant Incumbrance to the Com-
munity, The
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The Subfcribers are defired to take Notice, that if any Pa-
tients fhall not conform to the Rules of the Houfe, or are
guilty of any mifbehaviour, they will be difcharged for fuch
Irregularity, and never more relieved by this Charity.

Such Perfons therefore as are inclined to encourage and
promote fo landable a work, are defired to fend their
Subfcriptions or Benefaltions to Mr. Thomas Minors,
Banker, in Lombard-ftreet, who will give proper Re-
ceipts for the fame: And any Perfon inclined by bis
laft Will to bequeath a Legacy to this Charity, is defired
todirelt it to be paid to the Treafurer for the Time
being, of the Lonpon INFIRMARY i# Goodman’s
Vields, and that bis Receipt fball be a good difcharge
Jor the fame,




Money Received.

(31)
An Account of Receipts and Payments of Foruirrey Baker, Efg;
Treafurer of the Lonpon-InFrrMARY, from the 3d of Nov. 1740,

(the Commencement of the faid Infirmary) to the 1t of Fen. 1741,

To Cath received by Go- 5
vernors Subfcrip::ions } 267 15 ©
To other Subfcriptinns — g I5 0
TO P’U-DI"’S Box — = 27 4 6
298 14 6

Money Expended.
By Houfhold Furniture — 29 5 4
By Firing — — — 411 8
By Candles — — -— -
By Turnery Ware — — X 3 &
y Repairs == == = 15 3 0
By Houfe-Rent and Taxes 19 10 0
By Salaries, Wages, and
Gratuities  — _— A7 I5vy
By Boarding In-Patients — 27 11 6
By the Difpenfary — — 63 3 1
By Soap == — - 2 1" ®
By Stationary Ware and )
Printing — == ==§ 915 IZ
By petty Expences — —~ ¢ 1 4
%
By Balance — g2 g o
208 14 6

An Account of Receipts and Payments of Tnom as Boeam, E

2

.fEI; Trea-

furer of the Lonpon-INFirMaRY, from the 1t of Fanuary, 1741,

to the 25th of March, 1543.

Money Received.

To Cath received of F%-
therley Baker, Efq; the

Money Expended,
By Houfe-keeping for Fro
vifions, wiz. Butchers

late Treafurer, the Ba- 0% 1910 Meat, Bread,Beer, But- 314 4 42
lance of his Account ter, Oil, Soap, Firing,
To Governors Subfcriptions 35 © ¢| Candles, &fe. — —
To other Subferiptions — 23 16 2| By Houthold Furniture 3c7 2 21
To Benefattions — — 339 7 - 6|By Houfe-Rent and Taxes 41 15 o
To the Poor’s Box — — 41 1 o| By Salaries and Wages — 150 3 g
IE}I 13 8 |By Stationary Ware and
' Printing RS e
By petty Expences — 55 19
By the Difpenfary — 174 15 15;
By Burials — — — Pl
: By Fitting up the Houfe %3 18 10
1146 6 g4
By Balance — 85 7 4
‘ 1331 13 §

Received from the Commencement of this Charity, oiz.

By Fotherley Bater, Efq; —
By Thomas Beebm, Efq;

— 208 14 6
== 2139« 4. B

T ——

_—
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An Account of Patients under the Care of the INFIRMARY fo the
12th of May, 1742.

Patients in the Houfe
Out-Patients

127
2188

2315

N. B, Out of this Number, 29 were
Cafualities received into the Houfe
without Recommendation.

L

Patients then in the Houfe — 2q
Qut-Patients on the Books — 311

340

In-Patients difcharged, cured—ro5
Dead —

10
Difcharged, incurable ¥2
5 e |
Out-Patients, cured — Sz
Dead — — a3
Difcharged, who did not
return Thanks, i}ut} 8-6
moft of them known /
to be cured
Incurable — 15
Difcharged for Mifbeha- }
viour, or by Defire #9
—~——1848
2315

Pt

An Account of Patients from the 12th of May 1742, to the 25th
of March 1743.

Patients received in the Houfe — 195
@ut-Patients 2507
2702

_—

N. B. Out of thefe, 56 were Cafual-
ties received without any Recommen-
dation,

Patients now in the Houfe — 30
Out-Patients now on the Books 294

: . 324
In-Patients difcharged, cured 143

Incurable

Dead — lg
——— 165
Out-Patients cured, who re- }
turned Thanks TI13
Dead — 2
Incurable — 25

Difcharged for Mifbehaviour, 53
Relieved by Advice 264
Difcharged, who did not

686

——

return Thanks, though
moit of them known
to be cured
——2213

2702 -

=5

Under the Care of this Infirmary,

From 3 Nov. 1740, to 12 May 1742

From i2

o A

May 17425 t025 March 1743 == == — 2702
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GovERNORS and CONTRIBUTOR §

1.5 "T'H

LONDON INFIRMARY.

His Grace CHA R L E S Duke of Richmond, Lenox,
and Aubigny, Prefident.

**ForHERLEY BAkER, Efq; Vice-Prefident,
Ricu ArRD CHIswELL Junior, Efg; Treafurer,

Thofe marked thus * are Anmual G OVE RN OR S.
Thofe markd with * * are GOVERNORS for Life.

A
*® Ifaac Lord Bifhop
of St. Afaph
* Mr.Alderman Arnold
* The Rev. Mr.Audley
* Thomas Alfton, Efq;
* Geo.Armitrong, Efg;
* John Awwood, Efg;
* Mr. Shute Adams,
Merchant
* John Andree, M.D.
: *Ml‘ Claude Aubert,
Merchant

* Mr. Robert Avis, jun.

B
¥ Jofeph L.ord Bifhop
of Briftol

* Right Hon. Charles
Lord Baltimore
* Sir John Barpard, Kt,
and Alderman
** Tho. Boehm, Efg;
Merchant.

** Mr. Peter Biggot,

~ Merchant
F

** Mr. Chrift, Barton

* Mr. J.Buxton, fen.

** Mr. J. Buxton, jun,

* Matc. Bateman, Efq;

* Solomon Baker, Efqg;
Merchant

* Mr. Taylor Bates

* Mr. Will, Birkin

* Mr. J. Burrows,

* Mr. Jofeph Bird

Mr. Noah Blififon

Mr. Bowen

Mr. Jof. Biddlecomb

C
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“* FlisGrace John Lord
Archbifh. of Can-
terbury
* Matthias Ld Bifhop
of Chichefter
*ord James Cavendi(h
* Sir Geo, €hampion,
Knt. and Alderman
* Rev. Mr. Calamy
* Samuel Cox, Efg;
* Daniel Collyer, Efg;
* J. Coningham, M. D.
* Capt. Richard Crabb
* Capt. John Chapman
* Mr. Robert Carter
* Mr. Tho. Cecil
* Mr., Sam, Cowling
* Mr. Tho. Cogan
* Mr. John Collet
* Mr. Cook
Mr. Cooley
Mr. Crank
Mr. James Crafts.
Mrs. Sarah Calamy
Mrs. Mary Calamy

D

*% Peter Ducane, Efqs
*Sir John Delange, Kt.

Merchant
* Liebert Dorrien, Efg;
* Thomas Day, Elq;
* Mr. John Duvall,
* Mr. Henry Dodfon

* Mr.Dav.Dumouchel,

Merchant
Mr. Duprie, Merchant
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E,

*Nicholas LordBifhop

of FExeter
* Robert Liord Bifthop

of Ely
* Capt. Andrew Elton
* Mr. John Eede
* Mr. Jonathan Eades

F.

** Jof.Fawthrope,Elq;

* Jon. Forward, Elqg;
M erchant

* Mr. Aaron Franks,
Merchapt

* Mr. Napth. Franks,
Merchant

* Mr. H.
Merchant

* Mr. Edw. Forreft

* Mr. John Faber

Mr. Tho. Fafbrooke:

* Mrs. Anne Fonnereau

J. Franks,

* CalebGrantham,E(q;.

* Geo. Garratt, Efqgs
* Mr. Henry Giffard
* Mr. John Goodwin
* Mr. Edw. Gregg

* Mr. John Gigneau
Mr, Francis Grubert

12§
* 8ir Jof. Hankey, Kt.
and Alderman
#* John Hopkins, Efq;
* Mo, ] Harrifon

* The Rev. Mr. Leon-
Haoward

* ['ran.Hopegodd, Efq,

* Mr. R. Harrifon

* Mr, Edw, Harding

* Mr. Samuel Horne

* Mr. Will. Homer

* Mr. Will. Hodgfon,
Merchant

* Mr. Hufley

*Mr. J.Hutchinfon,jun.

My, Hinton

Mr. Francis Hill'

*%* Mrs. Jane Holden

** Mifs Prifc. Holden:

** Mifs. Mary Holden

T

His Grace Hugh late
Lord Primate of Ire-
land 1

** John Jefle, Efq;

* John Julian, Efq;
Merchant

. * Tho. Jeffreys, Efq;

Merchant -

* Mr. John Jaques

* Mr. Rich. Janeway,.
Merchant

K
¥ The Rev. Mr. John:
Kippax
Mrs. Kellaway

L
* EdmundLord Bithop
of Londen
* Mr. W. Londibourg
Mr. Pet. Abr, Luard,
Merchane
M



* Robert Myre, Efq;

* Ebenez. Muffell, Efqg;

* William Myre, Efg;

* Adam Martyn, Elq;

* Nichol. Magens Efq;

* ThomasMinors,Efq;

* Mr. Will. Martin

* Mr. Tho. Meadows

* Mr. Geo. Mafon

* Mr. John Malcat

* Mr. Bowler Miller

Mr. Edmund Munday

Mr. Mayo

* Mifs May

* Mrs.MendesdeCofta

Mr. David - Gregory
Mounckfield

N
* Thotnas Lord Bifhop
of Norwich
*Sir Roger Newdigate,
Barr,

**% Mr, Rich. Newman.

0.
* Thomas Ld Bifhop
of Oxford

P
* Earl of Pembroke
** John Peck, Efq;
* Mr. William Pecty
* Mr. Hen. Pomeroy,.
Merchant

* Mr, Price
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* Mr. Sam. Penford,
Merchant

Mr, William Pearce

Mr. Peirman

Q_
* Mr. Tho. Quarrell

R

#* Her Grace the Dut-

chefs of Richmond
** John Rufiell, Efqg;
* Rich. Ricards, Elqg;
* Stephen Riou, Efqg;
* Mr. Will. Richold
* Mr. Hen. Robinfon
* Mr. Stephen Rogers
* Mr. Richard Rufiell
Captain Ratry,

S
* Thomas Lord Bifhop
of Sarum '
* Sir Cha. Sedley, Bart.
* The Hon. Edward
Southwell, Efg;

** Mr. Deputy Sclater,,

Merchant

* John Snee, fen. Efg;
Merchant

** John Snee, jun. Elqg;
Merchant

* Richard Stacey, Efq;.

* Allen Smith, Eig;
* Geo. Shelvocke, Efq;
* Mr. Rich.Symonds
* Mr. Will. Scaman

* Mr. John Simpfon:
* Mr. John Saint

* Mr. Tho. Shewell:

* Mr. Edw. Stepliens
The Rev, Mr. Stirling
Mr. Andrew Smith
Mr. Henry Swan
Mr. Thomas Stibbs
Mr. John Savage

T
* Sir John Thompfon,
Knt, and Alderman
* The Rev.Mr. Tanner
* Geo. Thornborrow,
Efq; ;
* George Taylor, Efg;
* Mr. James Taylor
* Mr. John Thruckfton
* Mr. Will. Tennant,
Merchant
* Mr. Rob, ‘Turlington
Mr. Geo. Jerv. Tapp:
Mr. Samuel Torin,
Merchant
Mr. James. Torin.

Vv
*TheHon.Vice Admi-
ral Vernon .
* Mr. Thomas Vigne,,
Merchant
*Mr. Henry Unwin.
Mr. Samuel Vernon

w

# Benjamin Ld Bifhop:

of Winchefter
** Hon,.



#% FTon. Major-General
'Williamfon

* Right Hon. Robert
Willimot, Efq; Lord

- Mayor

* Rev. Mr. J. Welley

* Rich, Warner, Eiqg;

* Mr. Anthony Wall

* Mr. Amos Wenman

* Mr. Thomas Weft

*Mr. John Waters
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¥ Mr. Rich. Windfor
* Mr. Sherman Wall

Henry Woodfall, jun.

i
* His Grace Thomas
Lord Archbifhop

of York.

*% The Executors of Mrs. Sarah Morgan

A Perfon unknown, by Mr. Robert Harrifon,
by Tho. Boehm, Efq;

Ditto e
Ditto e

Ditto, in Suffolk,

by Ditto

b}l’ William Myre, Efq,

®* His Grace Lancelot
late Lord Arch-
bithop of York

* Mr. John Young
i
* Mr. John Zachary,
Merchant
P AR
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Dr. John Andree, Phyfician
Mr, John Harrifon, Surgeon
in Ordinary.

Dr. John Coningham, Phyfician
Mr. William Perty, Surgeon
Extraordinary.

Rev.Mr. Matthew Audley, Chaplain
Mr. Godfrey Webb, Apothecary

Mr. Richard Neale, Secretary.
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