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INSTITUTION, &.

ANY and indubitable are the inftances cf

the poffibility of reftoring to life perfons
apparently ftruck with fudden death, whether the
evil proceeded from a ftroke ot apoplexy, con-
- wulfive fits, fuffocation by noxious vapours, ftran-
gulation by the cord, ot drewning ; although the
party had remained fenfelefs, and without any the
leaft figns of life, for a confiderable time *. Cafes
of this nature have occafionally prefented themfelves
in every country; and although they could not
fail to furprife for a feafon, yet they were confidered
and negleifed as very fingular and extraordinary
pheenomena, from which no falutary confequences

could be drawn.

* The memoirs of the fociety, inftituted at Amferdam,

mention feveral cafles, well atteited, where the patient couti-

ved spwards of an hour, without any figns oflife, after they
ere taken out of the water, and were yet reftored
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Thefe repeated inftances at length attradted
the attention of fome benevolent Gentlemen in
Holland 3 where, from the great abundance of
canals and inland feas, the inhabitants are particu-
larly expofed to accidents by water. They per-
ceived with deep regret, that numbers, and thofe
principally amongft the moit laboricus and de-
ferving part of the community, were annually
drowned : and they juftly conjeCtured that fome at
leaft might have been faved, had they not been
entirely abandoned for dead, cr very fuperficially
treated. They carefully collected the hints that
were difperfed through various publications, con-
cerning the method of treating perfons in this cri=
tical ftate. Thefe they made public, and propofed
rewards to thofe who fhould put them into exe-
cution. Their humane attempts far exceeded cheir
moft fanguine expectations. They became inftru-
mental in the reftoration of feveral, who muft
otherways have perifhed inevitably, This furpriling
fuccefs engaged the general notice, and was fo
univerfally countenanced, that they were at length
enabled to form themfelves into a refpeétable fo-
ciety, and extend their plan overthe feven provinces.
And it muflt afford real pleafure to every friend of
the uofortunate to be informed, thac about 150
perfons, of whom the lives of many were very im-
portant to their families, and to the community,
have been redeemed from death in the fpace ofifd
a few years.

The authentic teftimonies produced of thei
remarkable fuccefs, infligated other countries alft
to imitate their example. In the year 1768, th
magiftrates of health at Milan and Venice iffued ou
orders for the treatment of drowned perfons
The city of Hamburgh appointed a fimilar ordinance
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to be read in all their churches, extending their
fuccour not only to the drowned, but to the {frangled,
to thefe fuffocated by noxious vapours, and to the
frozen *. 1In the year 1769, the Emprefs of Ger-
many publifhed an ediét, extending its direCtions
and encouragement to every cale of accidental
death that afforded a poffibility of reliet. In the
year 1771, the magiltrates of the city of Paris
founded an inititution alfo in favour of the drowned.
And the repeated inftances of fuccels in each coun-
try has abundantly confirmed the truch of the faéts
related in the Amiterdam Memoirs,

Every man, who feels for the diftrefles of his
fellow crearures, muft both wonder and lament,
that this nation, fo forward in every otber caufe of
humanity, fhould have been fo dackward in this;
that we, who have fet an example of charity to the
reft of the world in moft other cafes, have hitherto
been fo reluctant to imitate cheirs in the cale before
us. This remiflnels can, we believe, be attributed
to no other caufe than to the multitude of charitable
in{litutions Cﬂnﬁ:d‘?tlf foliciting the aids of the com-
munity, which renders it difficult for any new plan,
however ufeful, to fhare their regard.  We pleafe
ourfelves with the thoughts that this difficulty is
now removing ; that the attention of the public
begins to turn towards this 1mportanc fubjeét 3 nor
can we doubt but that the more it is conlidered and
canvafled, the more interefting it will appear,

The ubje&*; thofe humane inftitutions attempt to
relieve, are the molt pitiable of any that can be
imagined, Their view is, to reftore fuch as have

% The firft part of the Dutch memoirs was prefented to the
Imperial academy at Peterfburgh, and was tranflated into the
Kufian language, by command of the Empref,
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i an inftant been numbered amongft the dead, by
fome dreadful difafter, or by fome fudden impulfe
of phrenfy.

With refpect to the latter clafs, although it is
mijery in one fhape or other that drives any one to
commit the horrid crime of fuicide, yet every ferious
and confiderate mind muft earneftly with to fhatch
them from fuch a ceftruction ; that their fouls may
not ruth into the prefence of their Creatbr, fained
awith the guilt of murdery and that their relations
may alfo be refcued from the fbame as well as Jofs
to which fuch rathnefs expofes them. In fome
cales, perhaps, they may repeat their attempts, and
elude all endeavours to fave them; yet as their
horrid defigns are moftly the effect of a temporary
phrenly, there is greater realon to expect, that
when returned to their fenfes, they will rejoice in
their cfcape, and cordially thank their deliverers.

Another clafs whom thefe inftitutions mean to
befriend, are the indultrious Poor. Thefe, from
working upon the water, and in mines, &c. are
neceflarily expofed to the difafters mentioned above ;
and furely they have a kind of demand upon us,
to ftep in, and avert, if poflible, the fatal confe-
quences to which they ake expofed, by ferving the
community wich ‘their labours, and gaining honeft
bread for themfelves and families.

But thefe eftablifhments intend a general benefit,
They provide a poffibility of reftoration, which
may affect individuals in any fphere of life, either
in their own perfons or in their conneftions. There
is {carcely any one but what is expofed to accidents
hy water, where bufinefs or pleafure may call them,
And how many a parent is hourly fubject to the
danger of feeing a iprightly and adventurous fon

brought home to him a breathies corpfe! What
would
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would they not give ar that inftant for the moft
diftant hopes of a recovery !

Thefe few hints may convince every thinking
man of the great importance, and peculiar huma-
nity of fuch eftablilhments; nor can we harbour a
doubt, but that (as foon as the general attention
fhall be properly fixed upon this object) the fame
benevolent ipirit that has made provifion for every
other cafe of diftrefs, will be eager to reftore @
father to the fatherlefs, a bufbad to the widow, and
a living child to the bofom of its mournful parents.

Infpired by thefe hopes, we are induced to lay
before the public a plan, for the introduétion of a
fimilar inftitution into this nation, which although
we have attempted to commence, cannot be contis
nued with any profpect of extenfive fuccefs, withous
their concurrence.

Our Plan is as follows.

# 1. We have undertaken to publifh, in as exten~
five a manner as poffible, the proper method of
treating perfons in thofe unfortunate circumflances.

II. To diftribute a premiom of fwe Guineas
amongft the firft perfons, not exceeding four in
number, who will attempt to recover man, woman,
or child, taken out of the water for dead, in any
part within the bills of mortality, provided there
be no figns of putrefallion upon the body ; and
provided they perfevere in the ufe of the means
recommended, and no others, for the fpace of two
hours : "T'his reward to be given though they may
not prove fuccefsful.

II. To diftribute in like manner four Guineas
wherever the patient has been reftored o life,

IV. Togive to any publican or other, who fhall
admit the body into his houfe without delay, and

furnifh
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furnith the neceflary accommodations, the fum of

one Guinea ; and alfo to fecure them from the charge
of burial, in unfuccefsful cales.

V. Itis propofed, that a certain number of me-
dical gentlemen, ftationed near to the places where
difafters by water are moft frequent, be engaged to
give their afliltance gratis ; thele gentlemen to have
a fumigator, and other neceflaries, always in readi-
nefs *,

We fatter ourfelves, that by thefe regulations
many individuals, in and about this metropolis,
will be fecure of the beft and moft immediate af-
fiftance in this critical ftate : And, where it thould
not prove fuccefsful, their relations will always
have the fatisfaction of refleting, that the laft ef-
forts have not been neglected. '

The general advantages arifing from this plan are
many, and muit be obvious to every one. Although

_accidents by water may not be fo frequent in or

about this city as in fome parts of Holland, yet
they are fufficiently numerous to awaken the con-
cern of every compafflionate breaft. The bills of
mortality inform us, that no lefs than one bundred
and twenly three perfons were drowned within theit
limits in the courfe of the laft year, It is true fome
few of them, being carried off by the tide, were
not found for fome days, and their recovery became

* Although the fociety deems it neceffary, at prefent, to
confine their premiums to the cafes of drowned perfons only,
as thefe inftances moft frequently occur in and about this me-
tropolis, and feem moft entitled to their humane afliftance ;
yet it is their defire to be extenfively ufeful, h{ informing the
public, that the means of reftoration are equally applicable to
fuppofed deaths from various other caufes, fuch as ftrangula-
tion by the cord, fuffocation by damps and noxious vapours,
to thole feized with convulfive and apoplettic fits, and to the
frozen,

totally
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totally impoffible. But the majority were in more
favourable circumftances, and feveral of them
might, in all probability, have been reftored by a
fpeedy and judicious treatment. Were but oze in
ten reftored, what man would rthink the defigns of
this fociety umimportant, was himfelf, his relation,
or his friend that one ?

But farther, The public in general will be in-
ftrufted in what manner to proceed, in zb¢fe and
other cales of apparent deaths, wherever they may
happen ; and they will be excited to exert their
utmoft endeavours, when they are affured upon the
deft authority, that of repeated and inconteftible
facts, that perfons have been recovered, after there
was not one fign of life remaining, and after the
means have been employed for upwards of an bear,
without any vifible fuecefs, It isnot to be imagined
that they will any longer fatisfy their own minds,
with'the fame {fuperficial attention they would be-
ftow upon a favourite animal in the like circum-
ftances. There is every reafon to hope, that 2
general {pirit of trying thefe falutary experiments,
with vigour and perfeverance, will be diffufed over
the whole kingdom; productive of the moft happy
confequences to multitudes,

May we not expect alfo, that other parts of the
nation will imitate the example fet them in this
metropolis, and form fimilar infticutions, to avert
the evils to which the inhabitants may be peculiarly
liable, by their fituation or employ? How benefi-
cial they might prove in fea ports, in any large town
- by the fide of a river, and particularly in countrics
abounding with mines, where numbers have been,
in an inftanr, fuffocated by fudden damps; we
muft leave to the confideration of the powerful and
opulent in thefe refpective counties.
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t plainly appears alfo, from the abowe plan,
that when the firft and extraordinary charges are
defrayed, the current expences will only bear an
exa(k proportion to the good immediately intended.
So that, if the accidents are few, the demands will
be trivial. Yer, notwithftanding thefe advantages,
the fociety is obliged to folicit the affiftance of the
generous, The very moderate fum of thirly
guireas would not have heen propolfed as fufficient
for the commencement of our defign, were it not from,
a juftifiable prefumption, that it was formed to en-
gage the atcntion, and fecure the patronage of
every humane heart. The fum already in hand
will enable us to affift but a very few of thofe nu-
merous cafes, which are likely to prefent themfelves
in the courle of the year,—perhaps not enough to
give the methods recommended a juf trial. For
although we are not fo fanguine as to imagine all
would recover with every advantage of treatment ;
yet we might naturally expect that fome of the firft
eilays will fail, through the inexpertnefs of the
attendants : And how deeply muft it be regretted,
thould fo good a defign prove abortive, through
want of the timely aid of the benevolent !

Thofe who are willing to encourage this humane

defign, are informed that fubfcriptions are taken in
2+ the following places,
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