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OF THE

LONDON BURIAL GROUNI

The following diabelical transactions was committed in th!
of St. Clement’s Danes, in the burial ground of Pertugal St
coln’s-Inn Fields, where the remains of the immortal Joe Mi
interred, but which have, no doubt, long since shared the:
fate. The detestible doings of which we shall speak are as
have been committed with the knowledge and under the urde;
Fitch, the Sexton for sixteen years, and his man Watkins.
ment is put forth by William Chamberlain, the second grav
who resides at No. 1, Wild Street, Lincoln’s-Inn, and whe!
recently published document ;—

¢ The man, Watkins, helped me to lift up pieces of bodil
tered) on the pickaxe. On a Sunday morning, Watkins a
in the Portugal Street, Burial-ground, have made the neig
ring again with the noise of the breakiug up of the sound ¢
have had as many as twenty or thirty people round the raili
Edwards, the bell.ringer, burnt nothing but coffiu-wood su
winter. 1 can name the man whe has had coffin-wood bro
from the vaults of St, Clements, ta burn in his own house

-
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ap who has carried it to that person’s ewn house. The people
i1 the houses in Clements-lane, looking over the burial-ground,
jmdreds of times cried shame on our deings. I also know that

thas been made, with an oath, to ritn up a wall to prevent the

geing the chopping up. I have seen a cart load of coffin-wood
1¢ lying on the ground. I have often said that 1 could not get
nd have been told somebody else must. I commenced work-
r in the year 1831, and continued till the year 1836. 1 had
ge a vaultin the green ground, Portugal Street, te bury ano-
d I had one feot in the coffin in the vﬂ.ﬁlt, and the other on
raca; a gush like a puff of wind came from the coffin under
t I felt my power leave me ; and ome of the mourners gave me
n to get some drink, From that time I have never been well,
mmow a cripple, as I have stated in my evidence befere the
tte of the House of Commons.’

owever, shuddering humanity should doubt this statement,
jar an extract frem this evidence, as SWORN to in the House
S,

osed between five and six years before I was taken ill; I was
ko ; I got up one Sunday morning and went into the ground
al Street; we had a grave to open ; I believe it was ten feet;
rand completed the work, and I cut four or five ceffins through
:ce of ground, and the bodies of some ; I placed the flesh
ad I went home to my breakfast: it was our church time ;
t dare do any more till the people were in church, for the
utting away the wood was so terrible that mobs used to be
¢railings and looking ! we counld not throw a piece 'of wood or
a body up without being seen; the people actually cried,
'out of the windows at the backs of the houses on account of
not you find it hard'work te cut through a solid coffin?®
rd : | have Leen an hour and a half or two hours over them,
he lead and taking the 'sides of the coffins up, and I have



‘spoken to ‘the head Ur'ﬁfe-digb'er about ' it, and ‘said, We shaﬁ
‘et Jith‘ls grava done ‘on accﬁunt u[ this wood ; the Wﬁt}d is sufﬂ
‘that” }fou cannot Himb it': ot even the cloth hardl;,r soiled, m‘ t]h
‘rusted.t o How miny cuﬂ’ms havé ‘you ‘dug ‘throngh,’ and hﬂdi
E*r'hn:mtlgh o get'a dep h'of ten feay 2" Fﬂ cotten feet 'of ‘gron
must cut 1hron0h at Jeast five: or si¥, ifi the alméhbhses 1 cﬂl{
crjver d.t Iea#l; and expnse a dﬂzen trf cﬂﬂins w:thm bne huu’r. .
“through those had:es which had just been interred ¥ Yes s I ﬁ!tl
‘timid and'a great dread of doing so; but having nothing else t
did not know what to do. ¢ Under whose orders did you'do it ¥
‘Fitch and Mr. Watkins’s orders, ' Mr. Fiteh is the’ sexfﬂn;”aﬂE:
‘Watkins is the man that employed me first ; 1 have heard M
kins say to Mi- Fitch, ¢ Sir,” says he, * What shall we do withi]
I have heard him swear, and say, ¢ Yon must do it 5 you must 3
“this weod away I’ ¢ Do you repeat the statement, that it is imp:
for you tomake a grave in that grave-yard now witheut cutting s
the bodies 7 Witheur cutting through the bodies, and many ¢f
perfectly fresh, you cannot get even three feet of grave, nor ye
“© How near is' the wood of the coffins to the surface™ " Thore are%
‘now within a foot of the surface. ¢ What do you mean by doing
‘with them’.” Breaking the coffins up, and cutting the flesl in by
‘burying it, ¢ This is done'with the perfect cﬂgnifanc'e”&ﬂdgﬁﬂ
i tion of the sexton® “Yes! ' ¢In fact, by his order and imstrud
“¥es; I have heard him order it—there are ihs‘fruﬂients ke;p%“ |
fpurpnsa of cutttnﬂ* away’ coffing; a Ehﬂpp'&l and 4 ‘sawsy “there s
for theni”in résard 'of digging a grave in the middle 'of t!ié"
‘& Do yowsuppose that theré is no place in'that burialigrotund’ in
it would be possible to'find aplace where three feet of depth ¢o
given to a bady dbeut to'be interred, withont interfefring with ¢
“There is not, exceﬁt it is'in family gravé's. 'H'ﬁ'j*oﬂ date }fni]r;‘i
from 1836 ¥ 'From 18865 T have never been free {rom pain |
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tine. ¢ After you were first taken il and sent to the hospital,
o1, Upon your recovery, return to this occupation? No ! I was
fcits they would have been glad for me te have come, because
ail there was not a better grave-digger in Londow than I was, for
tion and getting the things according to order. ¢ But with all
tky said to you, you still refused, beeause you felt that your ill-
ws the consequence of your occupation, and that if you returned
ou oecupation you would be probably ill again? 1 may say it
ld ave caused my death if I had kept on with it. ¢ After you
m positively ill, so ill as not to be able to work, had you any
ptms gradually coming on? It first came on in my feet.—
hacame on ?’ Violent pain through the dampness of the ground,
mny knezs from kneeling on the wet coffins ; open coffins, which
ten full of water and pieces of flesh ; and we have had to bucket |
witer and pieces of flesh, and we made holes in the ground and!

reit out. Do you not think the illness in your knees might
eaent upon the wet of the damp coffins and not the effluvia ¥
, lat is partly the occasion of it, Your wife is now afflicted with
sale complaint that you have? Yes; the doctors told one ano--
tit they termed this complaint to be catching. ¢ Dees the sexto
vany emolument from the interment? Yes. ° Do you kne
t 10se emoluments are? In the first place he received his ow
pn each interment; then again he stops 6d. out of the first di
and then he stops 6d. out of each foot after the first digging
reular money is 18d. a foot, and he gives 6d., and that allow
had gravedigger 1s., and I never received myself more than 4
after the first digging, ° You were second gravedigger? Y
cthat was why you received 4d. P’ That is why I only receiv
ht it was ordered by the churchwardens. ¢ It is, then, a f:
1e sexton is interested in the burying of as mamy bodies as

n the churchyard?’ Yes, he isi the more bodies he can bu

ore itis to his profit; ¢ Is il or is it not the duty of the sext



- burjal-ground ¥ Yes, it is his duty to do se. ‘Do you believ

. grave at times, and then a few weeks afferwards they will go ¢
There wasene occasion when my wife noticed it more than any
* time ; there was a corpse buried on a Sunday, from the hospita
- were two females follewing it; what made us take particular
. it was, that they came from the hospital, and 'went out at tl

" {othe hospiiali In whe course of a month afterwards they
' his grave again, arnd when they opened it they brought the ¢
. in pieces, not split, but the sides were taken from the head a
* board ; they brought it up without splitting, just as you migh
- case to pisces, or the lid off a bhox. After they had biought

7
to communieate to the churchwardens as to what is the stateo

sexon was in the habit of doing so* 1 cannot say that he wa: j
habit of deing so ; [know that there have been many still-bor
that like, which has never been entered upon the books, and wii
has buried, and received the money for them. *‘ Have th:
buried with the Church service performed over them ' §
still-borns have not; they have been put in after the mournes
gone, in ether funeralss they have been put in on the tops of
coffiins, and at the heads and feet.

What man who has lost a pure sister, a spotless daughter, or 1
wife would like to see her thus torn, as if by a Persian Ghon,
the sanetuary of the grave, her limbs exposed to an execratiny
and then, having been hewed imto pits poured from a bucle
water inte a hole! It is degrading alike to religion and all f
and we might suspect the testimony to be kighly coloured. Bi
it is supperted by the evidence of indifferent persons, resident
immediate neighbourheod of the burial ground, it loeks som
like corroborative proof. Mr, J. M, Lane, cane.worker, sapjl
following == !

* What is the mode of interment practised !=Digging a |

across the ground {owards Clare Market, and then came bac:



uid laid it on the ground, they brought up the bones with the
haiging in tatters upon it, then about four shovels of soft sub-
. ame up, and my wife called to the person  in: the next room-
&s the thing; they called out'to the men : the men made them '
awir, but turned their backs tewards: the houses toitry tn avoid
pyle seeing it but the window being high. -we could see every-
that came out of the grave; they,were ot far off: Ait-another
a lody was brought out; of King's College Hespital) andif was k|
wwh without any service over it. | 1.do net know rwhat was the
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o that.—Chairman : have you in the-early parfiof the mornifigy ,!!
a knocking ia:the: church-yard.2.; Yes,>=What did- you-attribute I
oite to ¢ T know what it was,. What was:it ¢ They. wiére! destray=~
Emihns ~—In: the | monning they destroy; tho!)cefiinst i JBefore
5»1. 1 haveslookedy and I have seensthemyd’ wiords: fwith hands
| tied evqr their noses and; muuths*wﬁreaking in)dofhasd
lﬁLHaPI L -?ll]*-. umfdmrr 15 s1tud£e:<i atmut :hldﬂwqun the:
wside. of Clement’s Lang, Strand;-+Mr. Samuel Pittis Byience.
lyou state to. the Comniittee generally the steite-of ' the interd
it the cémetry of that chapel? At the time I attended it}
ps from the year:1828. for six or seven -years, there were in-
and the place wasin a very filthy state’; the smell was mosti |

r

L;.ble and very injuriouss - "
it number ; of dead bodies are there/in this place.” I shoul
ten ‘o1 Awelve thousand! ~Ina space of 80 or 60 feet by 40t
Your statement is, that in the space of 59 feef by 29, the
jed as many as 12,000 bodies®  Fromwhat I have unde
many have been removcd, to Jike room for othersy1-

it came through a woman who used to wash far Mrs. Howse,

}' used to burn the coffins under the copper, and { mqueml}r mj.;

n ﬂro-pkme. _
RT, Prmler, 3“# ﬂrtal St Andrew Strtet Seven Dlals, g
|




