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AN

8B DRECS S,

FROM THE GENTLEMAN'S MAGAZINE,
FOR NOVEMEER, 1802.

WITH ADDITIONAL NOTES.

Sambrook-boufe, O&. 30.

As many thoufands of the Gentleman’s Maga-
zine iffue monthly from the prefs, and as it is
one of thofe periodical publications not only
generally read, but likewife preferved as a re-
pofitory of information ; I am defirous of con-
veying to the publick, through this extenfive
medium, fome obfervations on the Small-pox,
and its increafing fatality : I fay increafing, be-
caufe from converfation with medical practi-
tioners, added to my own experience, I am of
opinion, that more patients have died of late
years of the Small-pox, than formerly, in pro-
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portion to the number attacked by it; as well
as by Inoculation in proportion to the number
inoculated. It has been calculated, that about
one in ten fell victims to this {fcourge of human
exiftence, and of late, about one in eight. The
calculation of deaths by Inoculation has been
one in 500, and is now at leaft one in 300 *.
Hence we may rationally and pioufly view the
recent difcovery of Vaccine Inoculation, or the
art of conveying the Cow-pock from one human
being to another, as truly opportune and pro-
vidential !

The whole number of deaths every year in
Britain by the Small-pox 1s abeut 36,000; in
London alone about 3000 ; and in all Europe,
in the fame ratio of population, about 470,000;

* From the Report of the Central Committee at Paris,
on the fubjett of the Vaccine or Cow-pock, made on the
24th of November, 1802, it appears, that nearly one half
~ of the deaths have been by the Small-pex. In four months
the total deaths were 5463. Of the Small-pox 1417. In
forne parts of the city, in 2681 deaths, 923 were by the
Small-pox ; and thefe, chiefly, the rifing generation, upon
whom depends the future population and fupport of every
country. Befides this immenfe number of lives annually
deftroyed in one quarter only of the world, it has been
calculated that as ' many more are ruined in their health,
by blindnefs, evil, and other maladies brought on by the
virulence of the Small-pox. '

the
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the lives of every one of whom might have been

faved - by the pratice of Vaccine Inocula-
tion. :

Parexts and Guarprawns of children! if
‘you allow them to take the Small-pox, and they
fhould die of it, are not you acceflary to their
deaths? As the Vaccine Inoculation is a cer-
tain fecurity againft the Small-pox; as it in-
troduces no conftitutional difeafe or blemith,
and never is fatal; what apology can you
offer for neglefting the means of prevention
and fecurity #?  Parents are placed, by the

¥ Since the infertion of this eflay in the Gentleman's
Magazine, 1 have feen a difcourfe by the refpeftable Dr.
Booker, minifter of the chapel of St. Edmund, in Dudley,
who obferves, on the mildne(s of the Cow-pock, that, * as
“* it comes like a friendly gueft that tarrieth but a day, un-
““ attended by danger ; it departs and leaves behind it no
““ ground for regret; but, on the contrary, much for fa-
“ tisfaction and joy at its vifit—imparting to every indi-
¢ yidual who has received it into his conftitution, the bleil-
“ ing of f{table [ecurity from one of the deadlieft foes of
¢¢ the human {pecies. As the blood of the Pafchal Lamb
“ averted the avenging {fword from the dwellings where it
““.was {een, fo a merciful God has, apparently, vouchfafed
“¢ this blethng, to preferve the rifing and every future gene-
“ ration of men from that defpoiler of lovelinefs, and be-
¢« reaver of life, whefe long and fatal reign it feems def-
“ tined to terminate.”

B 2 Almighty
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Almighty Giver of human life, as guardians
over both the body and mind of their chil-
dren; they nurture them in infancy, they
educate them, and dire€t the hbias of their
minds ; they clothe and proteét them from the
inclemency of the elements; and ought, as
much as in them lies, to keep their bodies free
from diftempers. They cannot now plead ig-
norance *. The evidence of 200,000 witnef-
fes, who have received the Cow-pock with
perfet fafety, conftitute a charge of negleét
wherever children have been {uffered to die by
the Small-pox. True it 1s, I continually hear
the pathetic exclamation af parents when it is
too late, ¢ Oh that my loft child had been ino-
culated with the Cow-pock !” We read, how-
ever, in the laft week’s report in the bill of
mortality, of 81 deaths by the Small-pox 4!

* That fome miftakes may have occurred from the in-
difcriminate praélice of perfons not experienced in the ap-
plication of the Cow-pock, may be admitted ; itis, how-
ever, rather a matter of {furprize, that more miftakes have
not been made, under the circumftances of a new dif-
covery ; but which will, in future, be guarded againft,

4+ Another Bill of Mortality for the fubfequent week has
appeared ; by this account 72 ouly have died by the Small-
pox within the week, or little more than 1o a day ; making
the whole number of victims by the Small-pox in 14 days
153, or about 11 each day,

Painful
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Painful to reflet, that in this enlightened
Metropolis eleven helplefs children fhould
be fuffered to expire daily under this fatal
fcourge! Such alarming inftances of mortality
thould roufe every one who withes well to his
country, and to the human race in general.—
Magiftrates, I call upon you who fuperintend
the government of the City; upon Paftors, you
who influence morality and confcience ; as well
as invoke the Legiflators of the Nation, to avert
thefe dreadful events.

MacisTRATES ! your office 1s more dignified
and important than that of conveying a conviét
to the place of execution. May you {pare fome
moments to the information of thofe untutored
individuals within your jurifdi¢tion ; who, poor
and ignorant as they may be, conftitute an in-
duftrious and ufeful part of the community ;
who, by your influence, might be directed to
{elf-prefervation! If you hear of a fingle mur-
der having been perpetrated by a hardened
villin, or of an infant deftroyed by an
abandoned mother, your endeavours are lauda-
bly exerted to difcover and punifh thefe de-
praved delinquents; and your moral feelings
are excited by the fentiment of blood for
blood. What emotions muft then be produced

B 3 by
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by the reports, in the Bills of Mortality, of fo
many perfons daily falling viétims to the Small-
pox in the Metropolis over which you prefide! In
a free country, you cannot legally compel your
fellow citizens to {ave the lives of their children,
though your exertions and example might in-
fluence the multitude; and a poruion of that
munificence, which you 1n your public and
private capacities difpenfe in the promotion of
great and charitable inftitutions, {o honourable
to the Corporation and to individuals, might
be directed to the extenfion of Vaccine Inocu-
lation, by which you would be the medium of
refcuing from the grave almoft as many lives
in one month as there are days in a whole
year ™ !

Pastors 4! ye, to whom thoufands daily
liften, remember the declaration of your Divine

Mas-

* The City of London has recently voted five hundred
pounds towards the fupport of the Royal Jennerian So-
ciety.

+ I have this moment feen “* An Addrefs from a Coun-
“ try Minifter to his Parifthioners, on the fubjeét of the
¢« Cow-pock, or Vaccine Inoculation, by Thomas Alfton
¢ Warren, B. D. Printed for Rivington. Price four
“ pence, or m-cnt}r-ﬁi."e for fix thillings.” This interefting
and perfuafive Addrefs cannot be perufed without convic-
tion iu the propriety of general Vaccine Inoculation, which

pro=
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Matfter, who ‘“ came to fave, not to deftroy
““ men’s lives.” Your brethren of Geneva }
have confidered the promulgation of Vaccine
Inoculation as a part of their facred office; for
what approximates man nearer to his God,
than {aving the lives of his fellow-creatures ?
Lecisnators! ye, who penetrate into all
the ramifications of Finance; and whofe at-
tention 1s exercifed in framing laws for the fe-
curity of property ; the extenfion of commerce;
and the accumulation of wealth ; recolleét, that
in proportion to the number of inhabitants, and
to their ufeful employment, is centered the
wealth of a Nation ; and thar, by your attention
to Vaccine Inoculation, you may in a century
double the population of this kingdom. You
offer premiums to encourage trade. A fmall

probably would fooner be effefted by the Clergy uniting
to promote-this great difcovery, than by any efiorts of the
profeflors of Medicine, whole attempts to ‘exterminate a
difeafe, which is one of the moft produive fources of their
pecuniary emolument, afford an example of patriotifm
and difinterefiednefs in a whole body, perhaps® without
parallel in hiftory ; an example {o unufual, as even to ex-
cite fufpicion in many that there muft exift with the
Faculty fome hidden finifter views, which they could not
attach to the Clergy.

1 Sce the annexed Recommendation,

B 4 - aud
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aid from Government, to promote this difco-
very, would enlarge the number of thofe who
conftitute the agency and means of trade.

Were individuals in power and wealth unit-
edly to extend the means of Vaccine Inocula-
tion among the lower clafles of people, its fuc-
cefs would foon induce them more univerfally
to adopt 1t as a providential boon.

Both high and low have ftill prejudices to
overcome. How often do we hear individuals
exclaim, ¢ that they would not have a beajtly
¢ difeafe for the world I”  But when they refleét
that they drink the milk of the cow, eat cheefe
made from milk, and the fleth of this healthy
animal, thefe prejudices muft undoubtedly
fubfide *. Sometimes they fay, ¢ they will truft
¢ to Providence, and not bring on a new difeafe.”
As to trufting to Providence, it behoves every
human being ; but this thould encourage us to
exert our endeavours ‘to promote providential
defigns. He gives us powers and inclinations
to clothe ourfelves, to defend us from the in-
clemency of the weather. Houfes are built to

# Jts fuccefs, indeed, has been fo obvious, whilft the
malignity of the Small-pox has been fo impreflive, that
very recently the prejudices againft the Cow-pock have
fubfided, and a partiality for Vaccine Inoculation has
happily become generally prevalent.

Pmte&
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protet us from rain and ftorms, cold and heat.
And if thefe endeavours are crowned with health
and comfort, thould we not, in a particular
manner, exert ourfelves to protect the lives of
our helplefs children, who, without our aid
in various ways, would be daily dying around
us? Itis, therefore, our duty to co-operate
with the goodnefs of Providence, who has af-
forded us the knowledge and the means of com-
municating to our children the Cow-pock,
which is no difeafe ; as a preventive againft the
Small-pox, the moft malignant of all difeafes *.

It

¥ The Preacher I have already mentioned remarks upon
the popular and prevailing opinion, the apparent prefump-
tion of preyenting one difeafe by introducing another,
< Almighty God,” fays the objeftor, “ beft knows when
“ and with what difeafes to vifit mankind ; therefore for us
“ to bring a difeafe, either upon ourfelves or upon our
«¢ children, prematurely, is wickedly to oppofe the will and
¢ wifdom of God.”

If this objetion have any weight, it is equally wicked
and prefumptuous to remove ficknefles and difeafes, as
being vifitations of God ; equally wicked and prefumptuous
to guard againft the effets of an hurricane, a thunder-
{torm, or an earthquake, where God thinks proper to fend
them. But it is no¢ prefumptuous to avail curfelves of the
dilcoveries of the wile, which “ God, that teacheth man
¢ knowledge, enables them to make for the benefit of
¢ fociety. On the contrary, it were prefumptuous to

ic ?’ifitﬁ
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Ir was the practice formerly to attempt leffen-
ing the danger of the Small-pox by inoculating
perfons with it; but this often proved fatal,
and it is always infectious ; by which property,
inftead of diminithing the Small-pox, 1t has
tended to {pread it, as appears by the induction
delivered 1into the Houfe of Commons by the
Committee on Dr. Jenner's petition, in confe-
quence of a table prefented to the Committee :

¢¢ As a comparifon between this new practice
and the inoculated Small-pox forms a principal
confideration in tl.e prefent enquiry, fome ficts
with regard to the latter engaged the attention
of your Committee ; and they have inferted in
the Appendix, No. 44, ftatements of the mor-
tality occafioned by the Small-pox in forty-two
years, from 1731 to 1772 ; the refult of which
appears to be an increafe of deaths amounting
to feventeen in every thoufand; the general
average giving f{eventy-two in every thoufand

“ refufe the adoption of thofe difcoveries, as it implies a
““ bold and vain confidence where none can rationally be
“ repofed. On this fubjec, Holy Scripture, the only in-
“ fallible directory of human conduct, is exprefs and plain,
““ To him that knoweth to do good, and doeth it not, to him
““itisfin. He is acceflary to the death of thofe who are
“¢ loft through Lis prejudice, obftinacy, and folly."”

during
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during the firft forty-two years, and eighty-nine
in the forty-two years ending with 1772; fo as
to make the whole excefs of deaths in the latter
period 1742.”

By this table, as it clearly appears that Ino-
culation fpreads the Small-pox, and by it the
number of deaths are increafed, it fhould not
be practifed any longer ; but be legally inter-
didted, or put under fuch reftrictions as thould
prevent its infectious influence from being
communicated to any other perfon. Several
medical practitioners have abfolutely refufed to
inoculate the Small-pox, from a confcientious
principle againft endangering the lives of others
from the infection which inoculation of the
Small-pox has unifﬂrm!y extended ; for, al-
though it may fave one perfon, it may be the
means of {preading it to the prejudice of many.

There are fevere laws againft any one fetting
his houfe on fire, becaufe he may deftroy his
neighbour’s life and property. And fo it iswith
Inoculation of the Small-pox : for no limits can
be afcertained of the extent of its infettious and
defiructive poifon : whilft the Cow-pock is not
catching or infectious, and, if it could be
caught, it is not dangerous ; for, indeed, it ex-

cites but little or no indifpofition. It produces
one
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one finall fpot, or pimple, where the lancet, or
thread, touched ; and ufually no more.

Under all thefe advantages, it 1s earneftly to
be wifhed, that Inoculation by the Cow-pock
might become immediately general ; not mere-
ly among the affluent, but that they may unite
in promoting the moft active and enlarged plans
for extending 1t among thofe who are unable to
pay for medical attendance. Plans fo intereft-
ing to the well-being of the Community and
profperity of the State will doubtlefs be fup-
ported by the liberality of Government, and
thereby ultimately eradicate the greateft fcourge
of human exiftence that ever defolated the Uni-
verle ¥,

J. C. LETTSOM.

#* There are, indeed, feveral inftitutions where the Poor
may receive the Cow-pock gratuitoufly, as at fome of the
Difpenfaries, and particularly at the Vaccine Inftitution,
Golden-fquare; but the number of deaths by the Small-
pox is a proof how inadequate they are to the total ex-
tinction of this fatal difeafe.

We are now enabled to add, that a Society upon the
moft extenfive bafis has been eftablithed, under Royal
Patronage, defignated, THE ROYAL JENNERIAN SOCIETY
FOR THE EXTERMINATION OF THE SMALL-POX; which
feems calculated to realize the title it has adopted, of exter-
minating the moft malignant difeafe that ever vifited
fuffering humanity,

POST-



13

PO:STSERIPT

THE Phyficians of Geneva have publithed
the following advertifement; which, in that
important moment when the children are chrif-
tened, 1s delivered by the Clergyman to the
godfathers, after the baptifm 1s over; in order
to make the people more inclined for the Cow-
pock, by prefenting to them the Vaccine Ino-
culation as a matter of confcience.

¢ The child that is juft chriftened is, among
different other dangers, expofed to become a
{acrifice to the Small-pox ; a difeafe that, fince
the 8th century, has fpread itfelf through Eu-
rope in fuch a manner, that it is morally im-
poflible to preferve the child from it except by
Inoculation. Luckily, and by a particular fa-
vour of Providence, a difcovery has been lately
made, confirmed by the teft of experience,
which 15 both harmlefs and {ecure, and may be
employed in all fealons, in weak, tender, and
new-born children; a remedy that is never at-
tended with any bad {ymptom, but of the
mildeft nature; wviz. the Vaccine difeafe, an

affeétion
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affetion that has hitherto proved {light and
very mild, and affords the ineftimable advan-
tage of not being contagious, fo that it may be
inoculated in a houfe without any danger to the
neighbours, though it at the fame time averts
for ever the misfortune of receiving the Small-

pox.
¢ If you, parents, with to defend this child
from that danger, we conjure you to get it
immediately inoculated with the Cow pock.
Haften to preferve it from that dangerous dif-
eafe, which fills your hearts with defolation;
and by which your children rifk every moment
to be infe@ed. Do not deliver them to the
nurfes before you have refcued them from this
danger. The expericnce and obfervation of the
phyficians and furgeons of this place, who
know, themfelves, the feelings of a father, and
who have ineculated their own children, ought
to encourage you to follow their example. In
the name of humanity, by all that 1s dear to
you, we requeft you to follow their example ;
if not, we juftify ourfelves when once you fhed
tears for the lofs of this child: you have not
been willing to avail yourfelves of this remedy
that was offered you, fimple and eafy as 1t is;
you have refufed 1t, you have unreafonably
doubted









