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IT HE
INTRODUCTION,

TO THE READER.

HEWING, from good authorities, and by
many well-attefted relations, that the foul’s
aCtive power and operations remain in exercife
after it hath quitted the body; and that the foul
of man, or other unembodied f{pirits, are fre=~
quently employed to alarm and warn us againft
death, or other threatened or approaching danger, -
either by real appearances, or by dreams or vifions, -
and fometimes by firong impreflions upon the mind.
and fpirits, &c.

As a proof of this laft fort, take the fo»llnwmg
relation,

A Remarkable Story, lately (April 1787) current at
Portsmouth, #s told upon the indisputable a?at)'m?‘cfy

of the Pe:rsmw themselves. |, =~

-

)OCTOR MEGGS, a phyfician of confiderable
ractice at Portfmouth, had occafion to attend
a tamlly in the Jfle of Wight. Being detained till a
late hour, he took a bed in the houfe; but after
tumbling about {or fome hours, he rofe, and rung
up the fervants, He told them, he had tried in
vain to fleep, but his imagination was haunted
with the idea that his wife and child were murdered.
A2 . No




v INTRODUCTION.

No perfuaficns could prevail on him to flay—He
fet off—It was a blowing night, and it was with
great difficulty that he :u'uld perfuade the boatman
to take him over, He however arrived fafe at his
own houfe, and knocked at his door. His wife
opened it—He eagerly enquired if all was well—if
the child was fafe—and why fhe had opened the
door herfelf? She {aid, the child was pmfeé’t]y
well ; and {fhe had opened the door becaufe the
fexvants would not come—they had behaved very
impertinently to her, He called one of them, and
queftioned her as to her conduct. She gave him
fome pert anfwers; but at length, falling on her
knees, fhe fuid, that he had come home pro-
wdentlally, for fhe and her fellew fervant had
refolved 2o murder their miftrets and the child,

that they might plunder the houfe. '"I'he other
fervant made the fame confeflion in the marnmg,
upon cath, before a magiftrate.

I would jult remurk that impret’ﬁans of this fort
vpon our minds and fpirits do fometimes happen
in our waki~g and much difturbed hours, (as well
as by dreams of the nighr, which indeed are
moft common) to alarm us of fome approaching
danger,

From hence we *may reafonably conclude
that the Almighty Governor of the univerfe
had a peculiar regurd for the well being of his
creature man,

And that fome of thofe unembedied fpirits,
inhabitants of the invifible world, (who ai{o have
concern about men’s affairs) are frequently em=
ployed, by Ged’s order or permiffion, e give
© us warnings :Jg'unft death, or other threatened

danger, as fhewn in the following pages.
~ Hiftories



INTRODUCTION. \ A

Hiftories are full of the fecret warnings and
notices given of threatened danger, either by the
appearance of thofe invifible agents, (whaevar
they are) or by dreams, &c. | .

Nuw if thefe invifible {pirits give a due alarm
to awaken our attention, they do their part to -
appr.ﬁ: as of fome danger being juft at the door,
as in the cafe of Dr. Megos,, juft mentioned, who
~ did not hefitate nor reft a moment, but haﬁemd
home, and fo prevented the intended horrid deed.
But fome are {low to believe, and give little or no
attention to the divine warning, but fleep on tll
the thing is done, and {o awake too late to pre-
vent it as in feveral other cafes in this collection:
fo hard are {ome people to believe concerning
apparitions or dreams, &c. though fufliciently
attefted by gentlemen of knowledge .and chas
ralter.

Mr. Flavel nbferves, with great propriety, that -
the many objetions againft, and difbelief of man-
kind, concerning apparitions and {pirits, yea, and
of angels roo, making their vibble appearances to
mankind, are chiefly to be found amongft the
weak, the fearful, and the profane, whp, were
their eyes not obfcured by this veil of fleth, would
fze great numbers of angels and dfembodied {piritg
traverfing this terreftial globe; moft of which are
commiflioned by the great Governor of the univerfe .
to perform the moft friendly and benevoleat offices
to mankind. How often did Chrift himfelf appear
to hig difconfolate difciples, after his refurreftion,
to w J.l'l'l, comfort, and teach them many things
which they were then ignorant of. Mr. Baxter
likewife confeffes that his having found fo much
evidence in fcripture, xhat angels and difembodied
{pirits hold converfe with the inhabigants of this

A3 lowey
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REMARKABLE WARNINGS
AGAIN‘ST_%I..IEQEI_\"LDEA-TH,

By wvifionary Dreams.

il il il il il il P il

f !

First.  Of the late Lord Lyttleton,

YT HE very extraordinary circumftances that
preceded the diffolution of the young, the
gay, the diffipated Lord Lyttleton, when they firft
appeared in print, foon after his death, were
generally confidered as the productions of fome
enthufialtic brain, ever ready to conftrue all
ftriking impreflions on the minds of men who
have led a life of vice and folly, into extraordinary
interpofitions of Providence, to promote the re-
formation of the hardened finner, and to alaim a -
volatile, unthinking, giddy race of people, - who,
following the tide of luxury and fenfuality, are
eafily feduced into a denial of the exiftence of a
{uperintending Providence; or, if not fo far ad-
vanced on the road of infidelity, at leaft forget
that there is a God, and a judgment to come,
The report concerning the previous warning. given

to




S y Life after Death.

to his lordfhip in a dream of his approaching end,
was received by the public as an idle tale, and
made the {ftanding jeft of all the polite affemblies
in town ; hoxever the impreflion on his lord«
thip’s mind, which from the time of communi-
cating his dre.zm, ull within an hour of his death,
certam]y was too ftrong to be fubdued either by
the firength of a fine natural genjgs, or the force
of reafon, improved by his liberal education, &ec.
to be quite forgot. The relation is as follows:

-9 Oun Thur[day morning, the 25th of November,
34995 his lordfhip mentioned at breakfaft to Mrs,

‘& Flood (a widow lady who lived with him as a
companion to the Mifs Ampbletts, his nieces)
that he had pafled a very reftlefs night; that he
thought he hnd heard a fluttering noife in the
room; and that 1mmedmtely after he fancied he
faw a hemt*ful lady, drefled in white, ‘with a bird
on her hand, whn defired he would fettle his
affairs, for that he had but a fhort time to hive.
On his enquiring how long, the vifion anfwered,
not three days. His lordfhip mentioned this dre.mr
frequently, but with an affeted air of carclefs in-
difference, which only fhewed that it had made a
ftronger impreflion on his mind than he chofe to
acknowledge, On the Saturday evening foilow-
ing, he pulled out his watch, obferved that it was
half paft ten, and that he had {till an hour and a
half longer to live, and jocofely chucking under
the chin one of the young ladies (his nieces) danced
alout the room, andafked her if fhe did not think
he fhouid get over it, and live beyond the time
predic¢ted for his death; but {oon afterwards, how-
ever, he went to bed, complained of an uneafinefs -
in his ftomach, and while his fervant was mixing
a cup of rhubarb and peppermint-water, a medicine -

which he frequently took, he expired, -0
, ~1 . ' 1 ]
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It was remarkable likewife, that his lordfhip
endeavoured to account for his having dreamed of
the bird, by faying, but a few days before, he had
taken fome pains to catch a robin, which had
been fhut in the green-houfe, and which he had fet
at liberty, |

The feveral remarks and critical animadverfions
given upon this occafion, in the London Magazine,
I'fhall pafs over as of little ufe to ferious minds,
who look upon thofe warnings of death as awful
prefsges.  Let it fuffice, that the vifion or dream
which his lerdfhip related, was a real motter of
fa&t, (as alfo attefled by many of his lordfhip’s
friends) and that he died at the very hour the
vifion had forewarned him of. It is faid that his
lordfhip eit a good fupper that evening hefore his
death ; but inftead of making any ferious, or due
preparations, fhould ‘it fo happen, (as did the

‘Liady Lee) he endeavoured, by ail the gawty and

forced efforts of his fpirits, to-evade, if poffibls,
the coming, awful hour, but in vain ; for he in-
ftantly launched into eternity, and was for ever
gﬁ“ﬂi ; ' '

5d, A wonderful relation of the apparition of
old Sir George Villars, father of the then Duke of
Buckingham, to one Mr. Parker, an intimate ac-
quaintance of the duke’s, to warn him againft fome-
tliing which, if not prevented, would end in his
“death ; which fo fell out, (he not regarding the
advice) and fooa after was ftabbed by one “Fobn
Felton, an officer.

Mr. Parker, to whom this apparition came, was
formerly an officer in th= king’s wardrobe at Wind-
for Caftle; a man of good reputation and diicre-
tion, then about the age of fifty, or more, and in
his youth was very intimgte with Sir George Villars,

being



-

| Pﬁ:ﬂif&d he would do it but argued thus, that he
knew

10 Life after Death.

heing brought up at fchool together. The firfk
time of the ghoft appearing (for he appeared three.
cdifferent times) it came into Mr. Parker’s bed-
chamber; it moved about the room without any
noife or fpeech; but the fecond night it broke out
to Mr. Parker in thefe words: ¢ Mr. Parker, L
know you formerly loved me very fincerely, and
my fon George alfo. - 1 would have you go, asfrom-
me (you know me very well to be his father, old
Sir George Villars ot Leiceflerfbive) and ta acquaint
him with thele, and fuch particulars, &c. and that.
he, above all, refrain the counfel and company of
fuch and fuch perfons, whom he then mentioned, or
elle he will furely come to a fudlen deftruétion.’

- Mv. Parker, though a very fober and difcreet
man, thought that he furely was’in a dream at that
time; and being unwilling to aét or'do any thing
of that kind, on fo flight a foundation, forbore
going to the duke on this errand; for he conceived
if he fhould acquaint the duke of thefe words of his
father, and the manner of his appearing to him
(fuch apparitions being not ufual) he ihould be
laughed at for an ideot. |

However, fome nights after, Sir George Villar's
ghoft appeared to him again, ‘walked quick, and
feemingly angry, into the room where Mr. Parker
lay, and at laft {aid, ¢ Mr. Parker, 1 thought you
had been my friend {fo much, and that you loved
my fon George {o well, that you would have ac-
quainted him with what I defired; but I know you
have not done it, By all the friendihip that ever
was betwixt you and me, and the great refpect you
bear my fon, I defire you to deliver to.him what [
at firft commanded you.” The old man feeing
himfelf thus fo earneftly folicited by his old friend,

the duke was not eafily to be fpoken with,
and
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and'that’he” would count’ hima vain filly man to
come to him with fuch a‘meflage’ from the dead;
nor did he conceive that 'thé duke would give any
credit to him, or to what he aﬁ'erted The gholt
then anfwered, ¢If he vlnll not ‘believe you havc
réceived this meﬂ"age from ‘me, tell him of fuch a
fecret (and named “it"'to Mr. Parker) which- he
knows none'in the world everknew but myfe fand
him, “Mr. Parker being now well fat:shed tha he
was not ‘afleep, as' he thought befnre, and that
this apparition of the duke was net a vain delufion,
{o fet about it immediately, He made a jﬂﬂfﬂﬁyﬁ
to London, and, with the affiftance of one Gesrge
Freeman, who hid married a ne‘zr relation to the
- duke, and introduced Mr. Parker to him, who re-
ceived him very ’caurteauﬁy when Mr. Parker
took an opportunity to relate his father's meflage’
to him, which when the duke heard, he hearmv
laughed atit; this at firft put Mr. Parker to-a
itand; but at laft he aﬂ'ude courage, and told the
duke as follows, in order tc remove his difbelief of-
the apparition, &c. ¢ But, my lord, continued he,
jfﬂurfdthﬂ bid me acqguaint you by this tc:ken,
(mentioning the {ecret) and told nve, that none in
the world knew it but yourfelves, Hereat the
duke was much amazed and' aflonifhed; his couna
tenance changed, and faid, he could come''to the
fecret only by the devil, as noae but he' and his
father knew it, Hﬂwever he took no warning by
it, but wenton as ufval, and kept the fame com-
pany, and did fuch allionsas his #ather had fore-
warned him againfl. “A fhort time after this, old
Sir George anpeared the' third time to' My, Parkery
in a calm, but forrowful manner, and faid, < Mr.
Parker, ILan you delivered my word ﬁght to
my fon; I'thank you for it; but he has {lighted my
<ounfel., 1 now beg that you avill'once ‘more go

to
4ery
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of a little woman between the curtain and hér
pillow, who told her fhe was her mother, and
that fhe was happy, and that by twelve o'clock
that day fhe would be with her. Whereupon fhe
knocked again for her maid, called for her cloaths
drefled herfelf, and went into her clofet, and
came not out again till nine o’clock; and then
brought out with her a letter dire¢ted to her fa=
ther, delivered it,to her aunt, the Lady Everard,
and told her all that had happened to her, and de-
fired, thatas foon as fhe was dead it might bz fent

to him. The lady thought that fhe {urely was mad;
and thereupon fent dire&ly to Chelmsford fora
phyfician and a furgeon alfo, who both came im -
mediately ; but the phyfician could difcern noin-
dication of what the faid, or any figns of death;
vet, notwithftanding, the lady would.needs have
her .blooded, which was done accordingly; and
when the young lady had patiently let them do
what they pleafed, fhe defired that her chaplain
inight be called to read prayers ;- and when'prayers
wereended, the called.for her guitar: and Plalin
book, and fat down upon archaig without armsy I
and played and fung moft admirahly, as was takew o
notice of by her mufic matter :. bue when it drews’' -
near to the {iroke of twelve, {herole up, andfes -
herfelfdown in another chair with arms, and pres <
fently fetching a ftrong breathing or two, imme-" 1/
diately expired, and was quickly cold, which wus
much wondered at by ‘all prefent, She died at
Waltham in Effex, three miles fromm Chelinsford ¢
and her letter was fent immediately to hey father, .
Sir Charles Lee, at his houde'in Warwickthire; bux
he was fo affected at the fudden death of his outy 7o
daughter, he came not till after fhe was buried ;
but when he came, he caufed her corpfe to be
tuken up, and to be buried by her mother, as fhe

B : defived



24 0 ALife after Death;

& fired him. ‘At Edminfter. 'This was in the
year 1062, and is exallly as related by the bithop;
.and alfo recorded by Mr. Beaumont, gentieman,
in his Treatife of Spirits, &c. printed in 1703,

-4th. Another relation, fimilar to the foregoing.
A ‘moft agreeable ard happy couple, a gentleman
and his wife, who refided near St James’s, and had
‘lived for many years together in great harmony
and love, and were never fo happy as in each
.others company, and feemed as one foul and one
body, they were fo clofely united in love to each
other; but as the moft near and deareft friends
muft part in this world, when God calls us hencg,
fo it happened ; the gentleman was taken f{ick and
died; whiclr fo affected his dear left companion,
-that {he {ickened alfo, and kept her bed, and had a
{ervant, or fome other, always toattend her. In
about tendays after he rhufband’s death, as fhe
was {itting upright in bed, a friend and near re-
Jation was then fitting by her, fhe looked fteadfaflly
toward the foot of the bed, and faid with achear-
ful voice, ¢My dear, I will be with youin two
hours,” The gentlewoman, her friend, that was
with her, (and who warmly attefted the {ame as
true) {aid to her, ¢Child, who did you{peak to?
(for fbe faw nobody). She anfwersd, <It is my
Auiband, who came to call me hence; and I am
going to himy which {urprifed her friend very
much: who thinking fhe was light-headed, called
in fomebody el{e, to whom the 1poke very chear-
fully and told the fame flory ; but before the two
hours were expired, the went off to her dear com-
panion, to be happy together for ever, to the
sreat furprife of all prefenr, who firmly atteited
the ftory to be a real foét. |

Sthi .l:!."
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sth. An account fimilar to the foregoing, as in-
{erted in our news-papers of Saturday Nov. 1, 1733.
Died fuddenly, in perfe&t healths Mifs Clancy,
daughter of Mr. W, Clancy, late a confiderablc
merchant in Dublin.  This lady was ﬂtmngl-?-
warned of her diffelution that very morning, in a
dream, by the ghoft of her own 'hifter, who had-
died a little before 3 and although this was but
very {hort warning, the voung lady feemed pe:-
fectly refigned; and fhe died the very moment of
time exprefled in her dream,

6th. A very remarkable dream of a lidy ne:r
Bath. The following extracrdinary account wss
lLately delivered from the pulpit by a very valuable
and laborious minitter of the gefpel.

A lady being upon a journey into the countrv,
called to fee a near relation, whom fhe found
very difconfolate, on account of a dream fhe h.d
had the preceeding night ; ‘which; faid {he, affect-
ed me very much at the time. I wlll endeavour
to relate it to you. I'dreamed that ]l was in pub-
lic cempany, when[ faw ata window a frightful
appearance, and looking at it, I bid it begone ; fuy-
ing alfetwice, Take it away! takeit away! The
fame perfon falling afleep a fecond time, dreamed
that fhe was in a very pleafant place, refemblinz
heaven as fhe thought, where fhe heard-a melodi-
ous and. delightful finging; while a voice faid to
her, ¢ What do you do here? youdo not under-~
* frand that kind of finging: you ‘have ‘never been
taught it,) Soon after - which -the fame frightful
appearance came to her again in the rooin, and .the
faid to it as before, ¢ Take it away ! take.it away!
hegone! begone ! And it anfwered her, ¢ will
be gone now; butinnine days I will come again,:
and then you muft go wgh me,” This, faid fhe, .

- Fag L0, s
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is my dream, and I fhould be glad if you can in-
terpictit for me.  The gther lady anfwered, ¢Ma.
dam, Ithink it is a meflage from God to you; but
I wili not venture tofay that you will die innine
days; however it is a warning given you to be pre-
pared, let what may befal vou: and thereupon fhe:
fpoke ferioufly. and earncfily to her concerning
death and eternity.

The lady feemed a little unealy atr hearing her
relation ditcourfing to heron this difagreeable fub-
1eét, 1ung the bel, and called her maid to bring
her the things that came from her milliner, which
ihe did in order to turn thedifcourfe. Her rela-
tion perceiving that her difcourfe was not pleaf-
ing to her, took lier leave at that tinre, and purfued
her journey to tlre place the was going to; from
whence fhe was to return-in about a fortnight.
As fhe was returning back, a pempous funeral ap-
peared i fight before her: on making enquiry who
it was, found it to be that of her relation whe had
the dream above, who died exaltly on the ninth
day as the fpirit or apparition had furewarned
her, _ -

This awful event, attended with fuch a peculiar
- circumftances, ftruck the furviving lady with the
utmoft confiernation; elpecially when refleting
on the {ituation of one who had made fo {light
account and ufe of fo awful a warning of her
everlalting {tate, which muft be dreadiul indeed
to every one who dieth without repentance and no
intereft ina Redeemer’s bleod, ¢ The foul that
dies in fin, for ever dies.’ | '

A remarkable Dream or Vifion of Hell,
jth. A gentleman, reported to bave lived in

iviee part of Yorkthire, who was a great liber-
' tine,
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tine, and ridiculed all true religion, had one night
the following dream or vifion: i
- He thought that he wascarried into a firange -
place, refembling a long gallery, where he ob-
ferved feveral gentlemen, who walked to and fro,
feeming in a quiet and compofed ftate: he looked’
on them for fome time, and at length accolted one
of them, ‘and faid, Sir, you feem to be very quiet
and Rappy in this place. Happy! replied he:
why this placeis hell; and opening his night gown,
fhewed him his heart, which was furrounded with
aburning flame of fire. - This, fays bhe, is there-
ward-“of'a bad fpent‘life; and you ‘yourfelf will
be Here' dmongft us before this time ‘twelvemonth.
- So faying, the'fcene changed into the moft hor-
rid dark and dieary place not to be defcribed, which
awoke him out of his fleep in great terror and
confufion of mind; but when he had: a little re-
eovered himfelf, and found that it was only a
dream, ‘unbelief foon got the better of his under-
ftanding, ' and his fears quickly vanithed away.
A fhort time after, ‘mecting one of his old compan~
jons it ‘iniquity, hetold him his dream, with all
the circumftances of it; and then laughed at the
conceit : but the ‘ftriking relation of it had fuch
an’ effe€t on his companion, that he immediately
became ferious, left off his vicious courfe of life,
and was from that hour changed into a different
man.  Buthis companion, making only a jeft of
the nfatter, 'kept on his wicked courfe ‘of life; and’
as he:lived, fo he digd, befare the year was expir-
ed; as the vifion-Bad foretold, and without the
leat fign of repentance, -
+ «Fhen whither this foul? let fuch relate,
Who fearch the {ecrets of a future ftate’

' He'that believes God’s word thalf faved-be ;
“ o But inbel.evers God’s face fhall never fee.

* B3 Sth. Relution.
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8th. Relation. A young gentleman of fortune,
in the beginning of the la& war with France, had
a great mind to fee the world as he called it;
therefore refolved to go into thearmy: his father.
being deadand had left him a good eftate. His
mother earneftly intreated him to defift from his
refolution of going into the army : and reprefented
to him the many calamities he would be expofed to,
befides the danger of lofing his life, as was too
often the cafe with foldiers. He made light of all
his mother’s arguments, and told her, t.hat if he
happened to be lﬁot be fhould die honorable; and
that then there would be anend of him: Accord-.
ingly he mortgaged part of his eflate, and p archaf=
ed a poft in the firft regiment of light hnrfe, then
going abroad. |

The night before he figned the agreement for
the company, being in bed, and faft afleep, he faw
in a dream his father coming to him in his gown,
and with a great fur cap on, fuch as he ufed to
wear, and callmg him by hisname ¢ What is the
reaﬁm, fays he, ¢ that you will not liften to the
intreaties of your mother not to goto the wars? I
do affure you, that if you refolve to take thls-
commiffion, you will not enjoy it three years, .

¢ 'Why,’ {fays he, (in his dream) ¢ what will
hinder me »’ being, it feems, defirous to know fomes
thing of his fortune,

¢ Afk me not the particularsy’ 1'1y5 the appariti-
on, ¢ buteither decline the-employ, or when . you
have enjoyed it two years and a half, fell out
again, as | did before yov, and you may thereby,
probably, prolong your life. - af

He feemed to flight the admonition, and f;ud. it
was too late to look back.

¢ Too late? too late!" fays the apparition, re-

pa:mng the words, ¢ then go on, and repeat too
.ate,’ He
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He was not much affeted withe this: apparition,
when he awaked, and found 1t was but a dream,
¢ Fordreams,’ {aid he, ¢ are notto' be heeded ; fa
he went on and bought the commiffion. = .

A few days. after ‘the commiffion was bought,
the father ﬂpp_ﬂ‘ired to ithe mother, in a dream
“and noticing how his fon had reje€ted her admo-
nition, he now added :— - .

.¢Young heads are wilful; Rebert will go into
the army ; hul; tell him fm:n me, he fhall never
come back.’

All thefe notices were of ‘no force with this
young gentleman; but as he had tefolved, fo hE
purfued his refolution, and went into the arm
and two battalions of that regiment gomng intothe
field that fummer, his company was one, and was
ordered: into Flanders.

-.He -wanted no occafion to fthew his bravery'; and
in feveral warm a&tions came off with applaufe;
fo that he was far from being fufpected of coward-
ice; but one day, and in the third year of his
fervu:e, the army was drawn out in order to bat-
tle, the general having received certain advice that
theenemy would come andattack them. As he
{ftood at the head of his company, he was feized
fuddenly with a cold fhivering fit, and it was fo
violenty that {ome ofhcers who were near. him,
plainly perceived it.

It continued about a quarter of an hour, and
the enemy  came on- as was expeéled;. but the:
fight began upon the left, ata guud dlﬁance from
them, fo that the whole left wing was engaged,
before they had began. .

While this lafted, an officer called to the gen-
tleman 3, ¢ Captain,” {ays bir, . ¢ how do )ruu do? T
hape your fhwermg fit isover) ©

VRl in _:..'.Nn,
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- ¢No,’ fays the captain, * it is not ‘over; but it
is a little better.)” . |
¢ It.will be all over prefently,” fays the nﬂicer.'_
¢ Ay, fo it will, fays-the captain; I am very
eafy ; I 'know what it is now ' and" with’ that ‘he
called the other.te come 1o him for a moment. '~
- When' he came, fays he,' ¢ ] know now ‘what
m]ed me; I ain very eafy; 1 have feen my father;
1 thall be killed ‘the firft voll&y, let"'my mﬂther
know I told you this. Adieu’ ‘
In a few minutes after this, a body of the ene-
my advanced, and ‘the firft volley the regiment
received, was the fire of five platoons of grena-
diers, hyn which the captain and feveraf, other.
officers, ‘befides private men, -were killed, and
the whole brigade was foon after put in confufiony
though being fupported by fome regiments of the
fecond line, thay rallied again foon after;  the
young captain’s body was prefently recovered; but
he was irrecoverably dead, for be received a fhot
through the head, which: klﬂﬂd bim immediately,
gl have obferved befote, how rarely do we
ﬁnd that any ofithefe fore warnings are regarded,
let.them come either’ from a bad or a good fpirit,
efpecially amﬂng the gny and unhehevmg world
oth.: A true account ﬂi the manner of -the ' con-
ver{ation of Col. Gurdiner, afew years before he
fell in battle; taken down in writing from his own
mouth, by two intimate friends of his, viz. the
Revi'Lr. Doddridge, and the Rev. Mr, Spears,
minifter of Brent lfland: -alfo a warning | of his
death.
¢ This remarkable event (fa}ts Dr. Daddru} ge)
happened about the middle of Julyy 17195+ rhe_
thinks it was on a “Sunday evening. T'he colo-
nel had fpent the E'.'tnmg with fome gay companyd
an
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and had made an unhappy appointment with a
married woman, whom he was to meet exactly at
twelve o'clock. The company broke up about
eleven; and not judging it convenient te antici-
pate the time :lppﬂlﬂlﬂd he went into his own
chamber, to kill (as he faid) the tedious hour,
with fome book, or other amufement; but it very
providentially happened that he took up a religi-
ous book which either his mother or his aunt had
ﬂipt into his portmantua. The book was intituled,
¢ The Chriftian Soldier, or Heaven taken by
ftorm, written by Mr. Watfﬁn, and gueffing, by
the title ofit, he ﬂmuld find fome. phrafes of his
own pruf}:ﬂiun {piritualized in fu¢h a manner' as
might atford him {oine diverfion (as he faid) he re-
{ulved to dip into it for a few minutes, but yet he
took no particular notice of any thing he read in
it ; but on a fudden, while the book was opened
in his hand (as he related to- me feveral times)
there was prefented to his fight, in a very lively
manner, not to’his-imagination only, but to his
hodily eves, the Lord Jefus Chriit upon the crofs,
furroundzd with a refulgent light and glory and that
avu:ce, or fumethmg -equivalent to a voice, was
impreflfed upon him, in words to this effe&, ¢O
flml"T'_dld I {uffer all this for thee? And arethefe
the returns:’ But whether this was an audible
. voice, or a ftrong impreflion upon his fenfes, he
did not prefume to affirm; but looked upon it 4s a

vifion of an :ﬂ»:t;r:m:srn:il|=r'r.'u'=_t,|F natitre, as from '‘God ;
and ftiuck with fo amazing a phienomenen (f:ml
he) ¢ there remained hardly any life in me; Tfunk
down into the chair, on which I fat, and {o con-
ginued (I know not how long) quite infenfible,’
. whether in a fleep or not, he could not fay ; but
after a while he opened his eyes, and faw nothing
more than ufual jnor did he, (as he declared to me)
| during
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during the remainder of the night, once recelleCt
that criminal and deteftable aflignation which be-
fore had engroffed all his thoughts. Ha then rofe
from the chair, in a tumult of paflion not to be
conceived, ard walked to and fro in his chamber,
till he was ready to drop down in unutterable aflo-
nifhment and agony of foul; _now appearing to
him{elf as the vileft moniter in the creation of God,
who had all his life-time been crucifying the Lord
Chrift by- his fins, and difobedience to his pre-
cepts; and now faw (as he affuredly believed by fo
wonderful a vifion) all the horrors of what he had
done and aéted: and yet, at the fame time, he faw,
(as he faid) both the majefty and goodnefs of God
in fparing fuch a vebel, and the chief of finners,
that he ever after abhorred himfelf, as deferving
nothing at GGed’s hand but wrath and eternal dam-
- nation. And that from this moment, he. became
- the greateil penitent before God and man, and o
- continued to the day ot his death, attributing -all
. to the free unmerited grace of Chrift to one of the
. vileft of finners, and never mentioned the name of
- God or Chrift but with great reverence; and yet
the Lord fo lifted up the light of his countenance
upon him, at different timmes, and ftrengthened his
faith to bim, that he never after doubted of his
{alvation, through the alone merits of his Redeem-
er.—He had alfo a forefight of his death ina dream,
ashe related himfelf. <1 thought (fays he) 1 faw
mg Saviour. walking before me over a large feld
(the very field of battle where he fell) and the
Lord turned round and fmiled upon me,fo that I
never after doubted of his aid and protection, nor
of any intereft in his precious blood.’—He died of
his wound received at the battle of Preflon Pans.-
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10th. A remarkable account of a dream, or vifion
as faid ta have been found among the papers and
memhorandums of the learned Dr. Scott, after his
deceafe; but we are not told whether the fame
was related of himfelf or fome other' gentleman.

¢.Ihad been much difturbed in my fleep (fays
the relator) by the following dream: I thought =
that I was brought to a gentleman’s houfe in the -
country, fome miles diftance from myown, where
the gentleman and all his family feemed to be in
great trouble and concern. I thought 1 was con-
ducted through feveral apartments in the houfe, till
I came into an upper room, when my condudtor
{aid to me, pointing to an old trunk which ftood
among other lumber, in that cafe is concealed fome-
thing which is the occafion of all their troubleand
concern. And thisdream or vifion was repeatedly
prefented to me, and was fo ftrongly imprefled on
my mind, that it gave me great uneafine(s. How-
ever, being willing to do all the good in my power
to every one, I determined to make a journey in
queft of this gentleman. The houfel knew per-
fectly well, as thewn me in my dream, but not
the gentleman. I fet out accordingly, and reach-
ed the place towardsevening. I called there, and
making an apology for fo doing, 1 was -welcomed
in by the gentlemanand family; and, after fome
- little converfation, the gentleman importuned me
to {tay all night, to which, as it grew pretty late, © -
I confented. : - o

Having entered into fome familiar difcourfe
with the gentleman, hetold me the fituation of his
affairs, and that he was in danger of lofing his
houfe and eftate, a claim being laid to it by ano=-
ther relation, although he knew it to be his juft
right, yet tney could no where find the writing to
~proveit, I liflened - very attentively to all they .
: faid,

.
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faid, and alfo feemed very forry for them; but I
afked, Have you no lumber-room, where there
may be feme old chefis or trunks? They replied
they had, and that they had fearched every cheft
and drawer in the houfe. Ireplied, Suppofe we go
up again, and make another fearch ? and 1 will af-
{ift you. Theyagreed; and we went up flairs
intothis lumber-room, fullof old boxes, &c. I
immediately fixed my eye upon anold trunk, the
fame] had feen in my dream, 1 drew it out, and
{aid, Have you looked into this old trunk? They
faid, they had. 1 alfo opened it, but found no- -
thing: howewer, I {till. continued knocking it
about, and faid, it founded hollow, and defired
them to-give mea hammer, er fowething to break
it, which I quickly did, and found it had a dou-
ble or artificial bottom, between which were con-
cealed thofe writings which they had in: vain been
feeking for, all fafe and found, - te their great fur-
prife and mugh greater joy, as it removedall their
trouble, 1his dream has been repeatedly-told to
{everal of the do&tor’s friends, as a matter of fa&t.

11th. A remarkable dream, which was the
means,.in the hand of God, of faving a young gen.
tleman’s lifej taken from Mr, Aubury’s miicella-

nies. 8 . _‘
Dr. Hervey, who was afterwards fel'ow of the
College of :Phyficians in London, heing then.a
voung man, and was {itting out upon his travels,
and Geming’ ta. Dover with feveral others, and
there fhewed his pafs to the governors, as the 1eft
did; but thegovernor told him he muft not go,
for he had a commifhion toftop him. The dector
was furprifed; and defired to know what he had
done that he fhould detain him ¢ The governor told
him it was his will te hare it fo, the reafon = he
fhould
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fhould know hereafter. The pacquet bhoat hoifted
fail in the evening, and fet off, it being then very
fair, with all the do&tors. companions in it} but
ere long, a fudden ftorm arofe, the pacquet boat
overfet, and all the paflengers drowned. The fad:
news of which was the next day breught to Dover,
then the governor told the doctor, the reafon of
his ftopping him, though he had no real knowledge
of him, ondy by name; but that the night before
he came there, he had a perfeét vifion in a dream
of Dr. Hervey’s coming to pafsover to Calis, and
fo warned to ftop him ¥rom going., This the go-
- vernor affirmed to the deétor; and he‘blefled  his.
good angel for his care of him., This ftory the
do&tor often related to many of his friends- in
London.

12th. Tworemarkable relations of the appariti-
ons of deceafed perfonsto their companions after_
death, by agreement.

1ft. Of Major George Sydenham and Captain
William Dyke, and attefted by Dr. Thomas
Dyke, a near relation ofthe Captain, which is as
follows: -
¢ The Major and the Captain had had many
warm difputes and reafumngs about the being of a
Godand the immertality of the foul, in which
points they coulgl not be refolved by natural rea-
fon, though they laboured much about it. - It was

at laft agreed hetween them, that which ever of
them fhould happen to die firfy, fhould, the thir®@ -
night after their funeral, appear to hlm, the fur-
vivor, between the hours of twelve and one in a
little fummer houfe at the bottom of the garden
adjoining to the Major’s houfe at Delverion,
where they had often fat ig their difputes. It
| cr chanced



26 Life after Death.

chanced the Major died firlt; and the Captain
happened tolie that very night, which was ap-
pointed, in the fame chamber and bed with Dr.
Dyke. “T'heCaptain acquainted the doftor with
the appointmeint they had made, and his full reio-
lution to attend at the place at the hour appointed,
that night, for which purpofe he had got th: key
of the garden door. The dofor tiied ali i.e could
to diffuade him from his idle purpofe; but when
the hour of twelve came, he was ready upon the
place to fee the ifflue. He waited two hours and a
half, but he neither faw nor heaid any thing of
the Major. About {ix weeks after this, the Cap-
tain and the doltor went to Eaton, and lay in the
{fame inn, but not in the fame chamber. |
¢ The morning betore they went from Eaton,
the Captain flaid longer then ufual in his room,
and at lafl came into the Dotor’'s chamber, but
with a vifage and form much altered from himflelf
at other times: his hawr ftanding up, his eyes
ftaring, and his body all in a tremble, at which
the Dollor was much amazed and afked him the
reafon, faying, ¢ Pray what is the matter that you
look fo diforaered, Captain?’ To which he replied,
‘ L have feen my Major,” At ‘which, the Do&tor
at firft feemed to imile, The Captain then replied
apain, ¢ If ever [ faw him in my life, I faw him
juft now :* adding, ¢ This morning, after it was
light, fome one came to my bed-fide, drew back
the curtains, and called, Cap. Cap. (which was
a word fumiliar to him when he called the Cap-
tain) to which 1l replied, ¢ What, my Major? He
returned, ¢ 1 could not coine tothe tune we aps
pointed; but now 1am‘come time enough to tell
you that there is a Ged, d juft, a terrible one tco !
and if you do not turn over a new leaf of your
life,
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life, you will too foon find it fo;” and then vanifle
ed away. |
The thoughts of this ftuck foclofe to him, that
the words of the Major were continually found-
ing inWis ears during the reminder of his life.
They were both men of brilk huinour and chear-
fulnefs in converiation, being both bred up at  the
Univerfitys This ftory is related by Mr. Fla-~
vel and others; but whether it wrought any real
converfion in the Captain, is not mentioned,

13th, Another relation of the fame kind.—Two
gentlemen, great libertines and ridiculers of all true
religion and truths of God’s word, &c. in one
of their gay humours, made an agrerment, thut
which ever of them fhould die firft, fhould come
:and acquaint the other what ftate he was in. Ac-
cording'y one of them died foon, and a few nizhts
after, he appeared to his friend, and, in much
horror, faid, *1 am come to let you know there
is a hell, and I experience ity and vanithed away,
T his ftory was related by the Rev. Mr. M ton
in a fermon preached at Black Iriars church, and
was brought in as 3 confirmation to the docltrine
in the difcourfe he was then upon; namely on the
rich man and Lazarus, Luke xxi. 30, 31. And
he (the ri}ch man) faid, Nay, father Abraham, but
if one went unto them from the dead, they would
repent. And he {aid unto im, If they hear not.
Mofes and the prophets, for their {alvation, neither
will they be perfuaded though one rofe from the
dead.” This was'verified in the furviving gentle-
man above mentioned ; although he was at firft a
little fhocked at the words of his friend, yet it
made no alteration or amendment in his life; for
as he had lived a deipifer of all true religion, fo he
died : and MT. M—d—-—é{:n faid be knew them

i 72 both




28 Life afier Death.

both well, one of them being a near neighbour to
hiﬂ‘h

1ath. A remarkable narrative related of Pr.
Donne, by Mr. Haas Walton, as folowss
The Do&or and his wife, then living with Sir
Robert Drury, who gave him a free entertains
ment at his houfe in Drury Lane, It happened,
fays my author, thatthe Lord Hay was, by the
order of King James, fent on an embaffy to the
French King, whom Sir Robert was to accompas
ny thither, and had engaged Dr. Donne alfo to
o with them, whole wife was then big with
ohild in Sir Robert’s houfe. Two days after
they had arrived at Paris, Dr. Donue happened 10
be left alone in the rcom where they had all
dined; but in abou: half an hour, Sir Rebert ree
turned again; and as he left, fo found the Doltor
alone, hat with {uch a {ad countenance as much
amazed him, infomuch that he earneitly defired the
lo@or to declare to him what had befallen him.
The do&tor was not prefently able to make any
anfwer, but at laft replied, ¢ Since you le=ft me, [
have feen a frightful vifion ; for 1 have feen my
dear wife pafs by the room, with her hair difhev=-
eled, and a young child in her “arms. .
To which Sir Robert replied, ¢ Surcly, fir, you
have flept fincel left you, and this is the refult - of
fomme melancholy dream, ‘which I would have you
to forget, for you m1e nOwW awake. To which Dr.
Donne replied, ¢ Icannot be (urer that I now live
than that I have not flept, and alfo that 1 have
feen my wife, and that {he ftopped fhort, looked
me in the face, and then vanifhed away. This
he affirmed the next day with more confidence,.
which inelined ‘Sir Robert to a faint belief that

there might be fome truth in it. Sir Robert then
immediately
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immediately difpatched a fervant home to Drury
Houfe, with a charge alfo to haften- back as foon
as poffible, and to bring word whether Mrs. Donne
was alive or dead, and in what condition as to her
health, &c. On the twelfth day the meflenger re-
turned with this account of Mrs. Donne, viz.
that he- both found and left her very bad and fick
in bed; and that, after a long and painful labour,
fhe had been delivered - of a dead child.. Upon ex-
amination, it proved that the delivery had been on
_that very day Mr. Donne faw her epparitionin his
chamber. Mr. Walton adds, ¢ This is a relation:
that will doubtlefs beget wonder in the minds of.
many in the world, yet with myfelf and many:
others, it has appeared as matter of fa&, And [
am fully perfuaded that many fuch. aﬁpgnruﬂé&éﬁ
have happened, and that before death :- As in the.
fo'lowing fimilar ftory, related by: Mr, Baxter—

The wife of John Gough, of Rochefter, being
fick inbed, and had a great defire to fee her two
children then at nurfe nine miles- off,” and faid {hg.
mult fee them. She fell into: a  trance, and was.
thought by. her nurle to be really dead. But
while fha lay {o, her foul or {pirit was conveved . zo
. the houfe and chamber where her childien iav:
the ftood by the bedfide, and looked on them rgt;ﬁ.-;;,
time, but (aid nothing: the nurfe being in bed,  {aw-
her, as fhe thought, very plain.. At laft fhe took
courage and {poke to her, but fhe vanithed out of
theroomr, All which fhe afirmed to My, (Gough
and ﬂ[hETE; ﬂnd Mrs. Gﬂugh, ‘ﬁ'henfhﬂ Cﬂll]ﬂhtf]1
herfelf, gonfirmed the {ame, by. Lieclqi‘iftgjhﬁ had .
icen her children. |

C3 tsthy A DI--
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i5th. A DIVINE VISION OF MOSES:

SHEWING ¢OD’S REVENGE AGAINST MURDER.

¢ There is _.natbfﬁg hid that fhall not be difcovered.

CONTEMPLATING the other day upon the
—/ divine wifdom, in the order and government
of the world, ard the fecret and amazing fteps of
Prnvidé;:ﬁf:e, which we every day behold, and yet
fce not the hand and wifdom of God in it, T was led
to remark how fome men flourifh and are raifed to
high degrees and preferinents, while others, though
l'?iéy may take the fame pains, often fall into poverty
or difgrace. ~ Again, how many bafe and wicked
defigned plots do we fee daily laid againft the in-
nocent to deprive them of their property, yea, and
their lives too, in the moft cruel, treacherous, and
fecret way; and the affaflins often efcape undif-
covered. But by the divine Providence, and care
of Ged, who feeth and knoweth all things, and
will not let the innocent fo bafely to fall, and the
aggreflors totally to efcape unpunithed, but by
ome means or other their wicked doings are brought
to light, and themf{elves to due punithment. Some-_
times God permits the fpirit of the murdered perfon
to appear to their friends or relations, in dreams
and vifions of the night, in order to a difcovery,
and to bring the offenders to juftice; asin the pre-
ceding {tory of Mr, Stockden. And fometimes God
takes the caufe into his own hand, to punifh the
offender, without the help or knowledge of man;
as in the following ftory which was brought to my
inind, and which I remembered to have read fome

years ago; namely, ahe vifion of Mofes, which,
though
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though a fabulous fort of a 'ftory, will help to il~
luf’rrat& this my prefent inquiry. : st
The ftory is faid to be found among the Wr:tmgs
of the Jewifh rabbies, who tell us, that Mofes,
their great prophet and law: giver, was called up
to the top of a high mountain, where, in deep
conference with the Supreme Being, he was per=-
mitted to propofe to him certain queftions con-
cerning the order of Providence, and diltribution
of jultice, &c. to mankind; things which feem to
him the moft unaccnuntable.
In the midft of this divine colloquy, he was bid’ -
to look down to the plain below, where, at the
foot of the mountain, there iffued ont a clear {pring.
of water, at which a foldier had juft alighted from
his horfe to drink, As foon as he was gone, tliere
came to the fame place a little boy, who finding a.
purfe of gold which the foldier had careleflly drop-
ped, took it up, and went his way. - Soon afier
this, came zn wfirm old man, weary with travel-
ling, and fecble with age, who, having likewife
quenched his thirft at the {pring, {at down to reft
himfelf. By this time the foldier mifled his purfey
and haftencd back in queit of it, and, feecing the
old man fitting there alone, he deman: h:zd the porfe
of hLim. The poor old man affirmed he had not
feen it, and called Heaven to witnefs to his in-
nocence. 1 he foldier,. not fatished with bis pro=
teftations, drew his {fword and killed him, Mofes
fell on his face with terror and amazement at the
barbarous ation, when the divine voice thus pre=
vented his further expoftulations: ¢ Be not furs:
prifed, Mofes, nor alk why the Judge of all the
earth has fuffered this thing to come to pafs,
firange as it may appear to thee. Know then, the
child s indeed the caufe that the blcod of the old
anan is fpilt; but know alfo, that the old man,
| whom
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whom thou {awelt fall by the foldier’s {fword, was
the murderer of that child’s father; and now divine
juftice has overtaken him,

16th, A fecond wonderful difcovery of the
robbers and murderers of Ivir. Stockden, viftualler,
in Grub Street, near Cripplegate, by o vifionary
_appearance of Mr. Stockden to one Mrs Greenwood,
in a dream, in which the hand of God appeared
very plain. |

611 the 3d of December, 1695, about midnight,
Mr. Stockden was murdered and robbed by four
men then unknown ; one Maynard was {ufpected,
but he got ofl. Soon after Mr. Stockden appeared
to Mrs. Greenwood in a dream, and thewcd her a
houfe in Thames Street, near the George, and faid
that ene of the murderers wis there. She was
fomewhat ivtimidated at the thinz, yet fhe went
the next merning, and took” with her one Mary
Buggs, a difcreet woman, to the houfe the vifion
had dire€ed her to, and afked for Maynard, but
was told he was gone abroad. Mr. Stockden ap-,
peared to her again, and then prefented Maynard’s
face before her, with a flat mole on the fide of his
nofe, (whom [he had never {een) and more parti-;
cularly .informed her, that a wire drawer fhould
take -him, and that he fhould bé carried to New-
gate ina coach. Upon enquiry, they found oneof
that trade, who was his great intimate, and who,
for a reward of ten pounds, promifed to take him,
. which he effeCted as follows: he fent for Maynard
to a public-houfe, near Hockley in the Hole, where
he played at cards with him till a conitable was
piocured, who apprehended him, and carried him
betore a magiftrate, by whom he. was properly
committed to Newgate, and he was carried thither

in a coach, %
Maynard
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Maynard being in prifon, confefled the fat, and
impeached his accomplices, who were Marfh,
Bevel, and Mercer, and faid that Marfh was the
feft::r on, knowing that Mr. Stockden hid plenty
of money and pmte, but was not prefent at the
murder, yet he had his fhare of the booty; but
Marfh, baving a fufpicion that Maynard had made.
{fome difcovery, left his habitation: foon aft-r this,
Mr. Stockden appeared agiin to Mrs, Greenwood,
and fhewed her a houfe in Old Street (where he
had not been before) and faid that Marfh lodged
there: next morning fhe took Mary Buggs with
her as before, went tothe houfe, and enqulreJ for
Marth, but he was notthere; but was foon after
taken at another place and fecured.

In aihort time after, Mrs. Greenwood dreamed
again that Mr. Stockden carried her into the Bos
rough prifon yard, and (hewed her Bevel, the third
criminat, (whom {he had never feen lmfore) thither
fhe went, takmg with her Mrs, Footiman, who
was Mr. Stockden’s kinfwoman and houfe keeper :
they went together to the Maifhalfea, and en-
quired for B,&vcl,’ being inforined that he was lately
brought thither for coining. They defired to fee
him; and when he came down, both declared he
was the man. They then applied to a peace of-
ficer, who procured his removal to INewgate,
where he prefently confefled the horrid murder ;
and thus the three principal criminals were tried,
condemned, and hanged.

This account is teftified by the Bifhop of York,
and alfoby the curate nanpplegate, Whﬂ pub-
lifhed the accouat,

17th, Warning of a murder by a dream.
A young gentleman in the city of Dublin, in

Lreland dreamed one night that hls filter (who
was
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wnslate!y married, and lived at fome fmall dif-
tance) had been murdered and waking it gave
him fome uneaGnefs; but finding it was only a
dream, he went tofleep again, when he dreamed
the {ime thing, Then he got up, put on his
n'ght gown, wentto the apartment of an old lady,
and told her his dream with great agitation of
mind: fhe fmiled at him, and fail, the wondered.
that a gentleman of his unde Bdid: ng fhould be
fo treubled atout a dream, and bid him go to bed
again: he did fo, fell uflecp, and dreamed the third
tisme that his fifter was murdered. He then got
~up and dreffed him/lelf with all {peed, haftened to
his fifter’s houfe, where he found her cut and man-
gled ina barbarous manner, by her moft cruel
hufband, a rank Papift: it feemed they had been
difputing about religion. She jult lived to fpeak a
few words to her brother, and then expired of her
wovrnds; and the bafe villain was quickly appre-
hended, tried, and harged for the fane.

Now if this gentleman had not been {o flow to
believe the Divine warning, and had haftened to
his fifter’s relief at the irt dream, in all proba-
bility he had prevented the cruel murder, and
faved two lives.

18th. The well known flory of Mrs, Veal’s
appearance to Mrs, Bargrave’s will juftify the ar-
gument that unembodied {pirits are allnwel by a
fupernateral power, to afflume to themfelves the
fhape, air, drefs, &c. of a friend.

Mrs. Margaret Veal, and Mrs. Mary Bar-
grave before her marriage called Lodowick) had -
contradted a great intimacy in their younger years,

This friendthip, asit ferved the true ends, was
of ufe te Mrs. Veal inone particular, for when
her father by his extravagance had raduced his’

family
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family, fhe found a feafonable relief from it in her
necefit

Belides this, Mrs, Bargrave was inftrumental
to her better fortunie; for by her intereft with a
gentleman, one Mr. Boyce, her relation. Mrs.
Veal's btother was recommended to Archbithop
Tillotfon, by whom he was introduced to Queen
Mary ; and her majeity for his relation by the mo-
ther to the Hyde fumily, gave him the poit of
comptroller of the cultoms ot Dover, which he en-
joyed to his death,

Thisis a part into which Mrs, Bargrave tis
loth to enter, being reduced to it by the treatment
fhe met with from Mr. Veal, who, to invalidats
the {tory of hisfilter’s appearance, would make the
world believe the had little or nothing of her ac-
qualntance. ;

Time and alteration of circumiftances on either
~ fide had interrupted their friendfhip for fome
years, and Mrs. Bargrave, by being halt a year
in London, and afterwards fettling at Canterbury,
had neither feen nor heard from her a year and a
half.

Mrs Veal fometime before her death had the
addrefles of a gentleman of the army, [Major (e-
neral Sibourge (a natural {on of the Duke Hclmrn-
berg) fince kllled in the battle of Mons, and was
engnged {o far, that her brother’s not confenting
toit, is believed to have brought on thofec fits,
which were the caufe of her dcath She died at
Dover, on Iriday, in the month of September,
1093.

On Saturday, alittle before 12 in the morning, |
Mirs. Bargrave being by herfelt in ‘her own houle
at Canterbury, at which time fhe had been re-
fleCting on her misfortunes, and comforting  her=
telf with better hopes, -us fhe was taking her

work
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work in her hand, heard fomebody knock at the
_door; and going out, to her aftenifhment, found it
to be herold friend Mrs, Veal.

After exprefling her furprife to fee fo great a
ftranger; fhe offered to falute her, whmh the
other declined, as it were by hanging down her
head, and fa‘ying fhe was not well; on which Mrs.
Bargrave defired her to walk in and fit down,
which the did.

She was dreffed in a filk dove coloured r:dmg
gown, with French night cloths : fhe appeared ex-
preflly the fame without altération; and Mrs,
Bargrave remembers to have heard her fteps dif-
tinctly as the walked in.

Mrs. Bargrave began by aﬂnng, where fhe was
going inthat drels? fhe anfwered fhe was going her
journey, which the other took to be T unbridge,
where fhe went every year for the benefit of her
health, and faid, you are going to the old place.

Mrs. Veal being never trufled abroad without
attendance upon account of her fits, fhe afked how
fhe came alone from her uncie’s? (meaning one
Capt. Watfon, in Canterbury, with whom fhe
always lodged.) She replied, fhe had given them
the {lip to tee her. She then alked how fhe came
to find her out in fuch a houfe? being reduced by
her hufband’s extravagance to take up with a much
fma]ler one than fhe had been wont to have done;
to which the other made anfwer, fhe fhould find
her out any where,

Mis. Bargrave’s hufband was a barrilter at Iaw,
a man who fpent all 1n excefles, and as he was the
worft of huibands, his wife had gone througha long
courfe of ill ufage, which wasin a great meafure:.
unknown to the world, The ufe of (his is tothew'

one end of Mrs, Veal’s vifit, which feems to be to
give:

i
gy
T
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give her the relief they had often commiinicated to
each other in the courfe of their friendfhip.

Mrs. Veal then began with Mrs. Bargrave, by
afking her what was the matter with her, fhe look=
ed fo ill? She replied flie had been thinking on her
misfortunes. I mult now act the part you did to _
me under my misfortunes, (fays Mrs. Veal) | muft
camfort you as you uled to do me. {would have
you by no means think that God Almighty.is dif
pleafed with you: for God doesnot affli& willingly,
nor grieve the children of men., Befides, one mo-
ment’s happinefs of the oiher world will be more
than a reward for all your fufferings, when upon a
hill you fhall be above all the ftorms-and danger of .
a troublefome world. We are new in the dark as
to a gr&,it many D_F God’s difpenﬂttions; but wa
fhall then fee a perfect harmony in them all, © She
went on a great way in this manner with unufaal
vehemence, and ftriking her bind offen on her
knee, fhe cried, you malt believe.it, -~

Mrs. Bargrave being {o earveltly preffed, afkel
if fhe did not think fhe believed? To wiich the
replied, No doubt but you doj but you muit be-
lieve it thoroughly.

Mrs. Bargrave moved with the difcourfe, chanced -
by a turn of her chair, to thrown down from a-
{helf, Drelincourt’s Treatile of the Ciriftian Dee
fence againit the fears of deathi, which guve the firft
hint to tell her, there was Drcelincourt they had fe
often read together. 1 fee, fiys Mrs. Veal, you
keep on your eld way of reading; which it you
continue to do, will not fail to bring you to'the
happy condition he fpeaks of.  The other men-
_ tioned Dr. Sherlock. and fome others on' that {ub-
jEé-t ; ﬂlE faid, Dl’é“ﬂﬂﬂ‘urt l]ild ther{:!ﬂ‘lrﬂﬂ notion
of death; and that veither Dr. Sherlock, nor any
other on that {ubjeét, were comparable to him (s

{he
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fhe exprefled it) to her underftanding. Dear Mrs.
Bargrave, fays fhe, if the eyes of cur faith were
but as open as the eyes of our bodily fenfes, we
fhould fee innumerable Angels about us for our
guard: but our notions of heaven are nothing like
‘avhat it is, as Drelincourt fays. Believe me, my
dear friend, one moment of future hzppinefs will
be more than amends for all your fufferings; nor
yet can 1 believe that God will fuffer you to fpend
all your days in this afflited condition; but be af-
{ured your fufferings will leave you, or you them
I a {thnrt time; therefore be comforted under
them—and ‘be »flured, thit God Almighty has a
particular regard for you; that they are marks of
his favour; and when they have done the bufine(s
they were fent for, will be removed, Mrs. Bar-
grave [peaking how dark fuch conditions as her’s
“was, that h-d no alloy at prefent; fhe {aid at the
worfl, thefe ftorms would be recompenfed by the
reception fhe fhould meet with in her father’s houfe;
and f om the gth of faiah, that God would not
contend for ever, nor be always wrathy for the {pirit
wculd tall before him, and the fouls which he had

made, Mis. Bargrave’s hufband dying ahout two

years after, that event has made her reflet on this
part of her difcourfe, as pointing to her deliver-
" ance,

In the courfe of her converfation, Mrs. Veal
entered upon the fubjeét of friendfhip; and faying
there was now liitle friendfhip in the world; the

other replied, fhe hoped fhe herfelf had no reafon”
to complam, every one being a friend to the rich.
Rut fays Mrs. Veal, fuch a fuendthip as youand T

had to improve one another in what'is ufeful. Mrs,

Bargrave mentioning Dr. Horneck’s Treatife, where -

he treats of the lives of theprimitive chriftians, Mrs.

V.eal went onito recommend théirexample, faying,
' that
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that their conver{ation®was different from that of
the prefent age, "which is made up of nothing but -
vain frothy difcourfe; their’s wis to edincatmn; t@
build up one anotber in faith; their’s was a hearty
friend{hip; but where is it now to be found ? It
is hardinde:d, fuys Mrs. Bargrave, to find a friend
in thefe days. What hid you think of my triend-
fhip, fays Mrs. Veal, which I am {ure has not.at
all anfwered what | owz you? If you cah forgive
me, you are the bett naturcd creature in the world.
Says Mrs. Bargrave do not mention fuch a thing; 1
hive not h d an uneafy thought about it, [ can ealily
forgive vou. But what did yqu think by , fays
Mrs, Veal? I thought of you, fays Mrs. Bargrave,
that like the reit of the world, profperity had alter d
you. I havsbeen, fays Mrs. Veal, th: moft un-
“gratefu! wretch in the world ;. and shen re-encotnted
many of the kindnefles fhe had receivad from her in
her adverfity, faying, fhe withed her brother knew
how fhe was troubled aboat it. Being atked why
fhe did not acquaint her brother of it; if it was{uch
a trouble to her, the fad, fhe did not think of it
till her coming away. -

To divert the difcourfe, Mrs. Bargrave afked her
if fhe had feen a copy of verles of Mir. Norris’s, om
friendfhip, in a dialogue between Damon and Pi-
thias. She faid the had feen other parts of his works,
but not that. Savs Mrs. Bargrave, 1 have them of
my own writing : and theother defiring to fee them,
fhe went up ftairs and brought them to her te read ;
but Mrs. Veal faid, it is your own fcrawl; pray
read it yourfelf; holding down my head will make
it ach; fo Mrs, Bargrave read them, 'l here was a
paflage that friendfhip furvive after death, which
the other defired to have repeated; and faid, Mrs.
Bargrave, thefe poets call Heaven by a ﬂ:range:
name, that is El}r ium; and added, with a pamcular

2 | epmhafis,
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emphafis, that their friendfhip fhould have ne end
in a future world. There are fome, fays fhe,-
who are apt to deny women to have any foul,
and make it a thing indifferent whether they are
of any religion or no; but'we fhall be found to
khave fouls as well as the men, and arenot a little
obliged to a_certain divine, who is of opinion that
they fhall make the greater number #f the hap-
P

ybume di ﬁ:ourfes they had upon charity, with
refpet to cur differences in religion; as to which
fhe faid, pecple had but little religion while they
talked fo much about it, and were fo little intlu-
enced by itin their temper and pradlice; and when
they were all going to heaven, were to blame to
fall out by the way. This part of their difcourfe
lafted near an hour and a half, which at- this dif.
‘tance of time, it isnot to be expected that it thould
be intire and perfect. _

As the converfation was upon the ufual fubjeét,
fo itwas in the ufual manner, part in French ‘and
part in Englifh ; all which time, Mrs. Bargrave
obferved nothing particular of her, buther vehe-
men<e of her difcourie; when fhe looked earneftl
at her, fhe rubbed her eyes, and afked if her fits
had not quite altered her fenfes; to which Mrs,
Bargrave rephed, that fhe thought fhe never faw
her lock betterin all her life.

Mrs. Veal then afked her what was becnmenf
her hufbsrd? and being told he ‘was sbroad, faidy
fh. withed he might not come home while fhe was
there. . for though lie had always treated her with
refpeCt, yet fhe had fometines been frighted with
his fiolicks.. Mrs. Bargrave then afked if _fhe
would drink tea? 1l wairant you, {uys fhe, this mad-
man haa broke all your trinkets: but the other

faid
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faid fhe would get fomething to drinkin for all
that, I wills {a S’fht‘, if Twant it,

At lafi, :[he faid, the had great upprehenﬁons of
- her fits, and that in cafe that fhe fthould die of
them, defired Mrs Burgrave to writeto her bro-
ther, and tell him the would have him do fuch and
fuch things, viz. give her beft cloaths tohir un-
cle Watfon’s daughter, as alfo two {mall pieces
of gold laid up ina cabinet in a- purfe; fo many
pieces to another perfon; two ringsto Mr. Breton,
commiffioner of the cuftomns; a ring to Major (ien-
eral’ Sibourg, of which Mrs. Bargrave fent him
a letter; and further defired to charge her
~brother not to take any intereft of fuch a perfon
fhe had a kinduefs for, whole: plate fhe hadin fe-
curify,
As fhe often preffed this mellage, the otler as.
_often declined it ; faying, it would be dJifagreeable
“to trouble fuch a young gentleman as her brother
was, with herconverfation; that he would won-
der-at her impertinence, and that fhe had better do
it herfelf. To wlich fhe replied, that thouph it
- might feem impertinent now, fhe would feg the
- reafon of it hereafter; that her brother though. a
fober man and free from othe# vices, was yet vaing
- which fhe defired her to tell him; as alfp- of her
~difcourfe: and to give her redit, told her fome
fecret of. confequence between him apd  herfelf.
Seeing her foimportune, Mrs, Bargrave fetched
pen and ink, vpon which the other faid, let it
aloue till I am gone, but be fure that you doit.
© This kind of difcourfe gave Mrs. Bargrave ap-
‘prehenfions of her fits, fo that fhe drew her chaic
clofe: to her to'prevent her from falfing, during
-which fhe feveral times took hold of the fleeve of
her gown, which Mrs. Veal tald her was feoured *
e fewnd time; and Mrs, Bargraws commended it

| g for
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for'a pretty filk, Mrs. Veal fuid fhe had better
take it ﬂ:lr herfelf ths other anfwered, you are
going a journey; how will you do without it
yourfelf; fhe faid, as well as you have often taken -
off your gown from your back for me,

Towards the latter end of this dilcourfe, fhe
told Mrs, Bargrave, that fhe had received a pen-
fion of ten pounds a year from Mr, Bretton, com-
miflioner of-the cuitoms, who fhe faid had been
her great friend and benefactor.

She afked Mrs, Bargrave if the knew her fifter,
Mrs. Hoflewood, who, fhe faid, was coming to
fee her as fhe was taking her journey? The other
afked again how fhe came to order matters fo
firangely ; fhe faid, the houfe wasready for them;
and it proved that Mrs. Haflewood and- her huf-
band came to her houfe juft as fhe was dying.

But this time fhe hegun to look dlfnrdered and
forgetful of what {he had faid, as if the fits were
coming upon her, which was like the alting a part
to take away the fufpicion of death. As this vifit
feems in a great Fﬂlfure defigned out of gratitude
to a friend, without giving any apprehenfions, fo
* the feveral parts of her difeourfe, that relating to
Mr. Bretton’s penfion—her filter Haflewood—the
fcowering her gown—the quantity of gold in heg
purfe—the rings and platein pawn, are defigned as
credentials to her brother and the world.

At laft (he afked Mrs. Bargrave, where is Mol«
1y ? "meaning Her daughter ; {fhe replied, fheis at
* {chool; but if you havea mind to fee her, 1 will
- fend for her, "to whieh the other agreeing, fhe
went to a neighbour’s houfe to fend for her, and
at brer return found Mrs, Veal without the door of

the houfe, in reidinefs to.go home, = .

" Mrs: Veal afked if the wouldnot ‘go with her?
“whiclr the other took to:ber to. Capgt. Watlon's in
Canterbury,



Life after Death. - 43

Canterbury, and faid you know it is much as
my lifeis worth; butl will fee you to-morrow in
the afternoon, after fermon, But why are you in
fuch a hafte? Mrs. Veal then faid, in cafe you
fhould not come, or fhould not fee me, you will
remember what 1 have {aid to you. She fee her
walk eff till {he came to the turning of a corner,
and then loft fight of her, it was market day, and
immediately after the clock ftruck two.,

‘Mrs. Bargrave at that inftant told a neighbour
of Mrs. Veal’s vifit, and the matter of their con-
verfation; and a neighbour’s fervant, from a yard
near her window, heard fome of their difcourfe,
and being afked by her miltrefs, if Mr. Bargrave
was talking with his wife? made an{wer that they
never talked of any thing fo good.

At night her hufband came homein a frolic-
fome humour and taking her by the hand, faid,
Molly you are hot; you want to he cooled, and
fo opening the door to the garden, put her out
there, where fhe continued all night; at which
time the thinks it a mercy {he had no apprehenfi-
ons of Mrs. Veal’s apparition, which if (he had, it
might probably have coit her herlife.

All Sunday fhe kept her bed, in a downright
fever, and on Monday morning fent to Mrs,
- Watfon’s to enquire after Mrs. Veal; and as fhe
- could have no fatisfa@ion, went herfelf, and had
as littles They were furprifed at her enquiring for
Mrs. Veal, and faid, they were {ure by their not
fecing her, that fhe could not have beenat Cunter-
bury; but when Mrs. Bargrave perfifted that {he-
was, and defcribed her drefs, faying, the had on a
coured filk of fuch a colour, Mrs. Wation’s
daughter faid, that fhe had indeed feen her, for
none knew of the gown’s being {cowered but them-
felves, and that her mother helped to make it up.

s i worin
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In the mean time Capt. Watfon came in, ahd
told them that preparations was meking in_town
for the funeral of fome perfon of note in Dover.
This quickly raifed apprehenfions in Mrs. Bar-
grave, who went away direfily to the undertaker’s
and was no fooner m%'ormed it was for Mrs, Veal,
but fhe fainted away in the fireet. :

For a long time fhe was hurried with crnwdsaf
all kinds of people, who came far and near to gra-_
tify their curiofity, the more {ceptical on one
'hand and the moft {uperfticious on the other, and
during her hufband’s liferime fhe - was moft un-
mercifully expofed to his railiery,

Mr. Veal, to fave the legacies, or out of an im-
maginary regard to his fifter’s character, would
have hantered oft the matter, by faying, that Mrs.
Bargrave had buot lLittle of his filter's acquaint-
ance, and that the gold faid to be in his filter’s
cabinet, was in another place. This obliged-Mrs.
Ba rgr.we- tofend him a letter by a gentleman fhe
could truft, to be delivered before witnefles, and
with the exadtuefs to write in what manner it was
- fealed. In this, among other things, was commu-
nicated the fecret delivered by Mrs, Veal, which
though at prefent it put him into a great paffion,
}rETG’IﬂLgEd him to piy the legacies. From that
time, whether from a fright he had one night (as
fhe was informed by his fervants ) or however elle,
he would not lie without {fervants in his room;
ond though he had declired before againft marry-
ing, yet maried in fix weeks.

His evafions were to frivolous to Dr. Stanhnpe,
Dean of Canterbury, that when he endeavoured
to ‘make thedoctor difbelieve the ftory, and. the
do&or prefled how he fhould come to kaow lo
much af her fecret affairs? to divert the argument
of her appaarmg ﬂfter l‘JEr death, he ﬂwnfi ﬂi:ls

| t
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fiiter could conceal nothmg from her, intimating
fhe might have told her in her lifetime. He was
fo pn:qued at the doltor, that when he came to
~ Canterbury to be murried by him, that he was
mar¥ied by another; nor was heever able to en-
counter Mrs. Bargrave, butinduitrioufly avmded
h‘&ri
* {Mrs. Bargrave isa perfon who had the educati-
.g' ofa gentleworhan, of a great fhare of mudeﬂy
< 3#nd good fenfe, and a temper fo little given to
dancies, tha* none can have more contempt for
the common weaknefles of this kind. She favs,
fhe fhould have laid this to imagination, if it
had not been by day, attended with fo long and
p irticular converfation, at a time when fhe knew
no other than that the perfon was living, and was
under no fort of - apprehenfions ; bat as 1t is, fhe’
cannot give up her realon and her {énfes in compli-
ance with iucih as would bave it fhe was in a
dl’Eﬂrmt
Such as have known her many years, and can
be trutted as to her charaller, fays, fhe isa perfon
who has atl the: r*ahq ufreligmn. with the eafi-
nefs that becomes it, of which fhe has given fub-
ftantial proofs in her life; fo that her filelity will
take of any fufpicion of her inventing fucha flory,
. whatever end or advintage might be projoled by itj
when, as tue caf- is therecan be none.
> "1t is'true, things of this kind are belet wEth_
difficuliies of a very hard folution; bur if we
_confider how many things there are abroad 1n na-
ture, and even inourfelves, the manner of which
is no lefs hard to be ex;luned, and yet no one is
fo fceptical a: to deny their being; upon the evi- .
dence of a tactfe fuirly attelted, a man may be
induced to believe it without anv rifque of his
underftanding ; nor is any cenfequence to be raif«

ed
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ed againft things of this nature, from the number-
lefs weak and tanciful flories of apparitions. .

It may befafely'faid, that the one is more affet-
edh{ the other, then true miracles are by what
the holy feriprure call lying won: lers, I. e, forcery
or legerdemain, the figh of magic, or the impol-
tures of Rome.

One thing has much contributed to fink the
eredic ot the {tory, which many who have Known
it no oth rwife, and that is, itsbeing publithed ia
anew editon of [Drelincourt’s Treatife of the
Chiiftian's . efence agrinll the fears of Death, by
the aceident mentioned ot thar book’s falling into
the fubjeét of converlation, and being prefered by
Mrs, Veal.  The bookfeiler, to promoete the fale
of his book, printed it with fuch an account of
the flory as he had picked up, which is not only
moftavretchedly e niuf d and imp=ife& but fails
in molt particul:irs, and this mates the thing itfelf
in a great neafure pafs for a trading ftory.

Mrs. Buargrave, who was not forward to propae
gate a thing by which {he never got any thing but
trouble, was fo olfended at the bookieller's pub-
Iithing it as he did, that fhe ceuld not forbear ral-
lying him on that fubject; but the. thing has a
berter authority than tl‘m of the h.}uklal!er, by
‘whom it was never reccived, fo it can never lofe
credit with fuch as have a hE[tﬁT information,

Nor does the matter {o altogether reft on Mrs.
Bargrave's teftimony, but it inay f{peak for itfelf!
for befides that the flory was communicated while
Mrs. Veal was fuppoled to be living, it is impof=
fible that fuch an invention could be mide fo con-
filtent with itlelf, «nd the circumitances attending
it asnot to be deteCted in time, either through
{ome {lip of the contriver, or the appearancy of
inconfiftence in facts; whercas# Mrs. Bargrave

never
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never deviated from her "account, nor has time,
and the general curmﬁty which fiories of {fuch con-

. fequence muft raife, ever produced any thing to
difcredit ity only Mr. Veal would haveit, that the
gold faid to be in his fifter’s cabinet, was in ano-
ther place; but as ill-humour had fo much the
better of him'in another inftance, it may be hable
to {ufpicion in this cafe,

1g9th. The appearance of the ghoft of Mrs. Bret-
ton, for the recovery of fome lands to the Poor;
in a narrative fent to Dr: Moore, from Edward
Fowle, Prebendery of Gloucefter, and afterwards
Bifhop of that Diocefe,

- Dr. Bietion, late Le&or of Ludgateand Dept-
ford, hving torme ly in Hertfordfhire, and was
marrie d tothe daughter of Dr. S ———This gen-
tlewoman was 4 perfun of extraordinary piety, as
flie exprefled, as in her life, fo at her desth. " She
had a maid for whom (he had great kinluefs, who
was married to a near peighbour, whofe nume was
Alice. Not long after her death, as Alice was
rocking her inf.nt in the night, the was called from
her cradle by a knocking a' the door, which open-
ing, fhe was {urprifcd at the fight of a gentlewo-
man, not to be diftinguifhed from her late mif-
trefs, neither in perfen nor habit: fhe was in a
morning gown, the {famein her appearance with
that {hehad often feen her miftrefs wear: at firlk
fight fhe expreflcd a very great amazement, and
f. ul were not my miftrefs dead, 1 fheuld not

ueﬁmn but that you are fhe,

She replied, T am the fame that was your mif-
trefs, and took her by the h-nd, which Alice de- -
clared was as cold as a clod: fthe added, that fhe
- had bufinels of great importance to employ her in,
I and that flre mufl 111:ned;.att.!y go a little way with
‘ \ her
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- fhe proceeded to give hier good advice, and enter-
tained her all the reft of the night with heavenl
and divine difcourfe. . When twilight :appm:nrecir
they heard the whiftling of carters, and the noife of
horfe-bells, whereupon the fpetre fuaid, Alice, [
muft be feen by nene but yourfelf, and then dilap-
peared, _

Immediately Alice makes all hafte hmne hemgﬂ'
thoughtful of her child, bat found it as thp {petre
had faid, a{leep as fhe Ieft its - When fhe had drefled
it, and cmmmtted it to the care of a néighbour,
away fhe went to her mafter the dodtor, whu,
a_t.naz\?d at the account.fhe gave him, fent her to
his brother-in-law; he at firit hearing Alice’s ﬁo:y
and meflage, hugl:ed at it hEaltll}F, but fhe had no
fooner told him the fecret, but hf: c‘mngul his
countenance, told her he would aive the poor their
own, and atcnrdmgly did {b, :md they H{JW EI‘UC:-}F
3. :
~ This with more ¢ircumftances, had been fev Eral
times related by Dr. Bretton himfelf, who was well
known to be a perfon of great gﬂﬁdnefs and fincerity;
he gave a large narrative of this appantmu of his
{ifter to my two friends, firlt to one Mr. Needham,
and afterwards (a little before his death) to Dr.
Whichcot. About four years afterwards I received
the foregoing narrative, . 1 fell into company with
three {ober perfons of gand -rank, who all lived in
the City of Hereford, and 1 travel]eu in a ftage
coach three days wnh them: 1 related this 'ﬂiurjr
- but told it was done at Deptford, for fo 1 prefumed
it was, becaufe 1 knew that there Dr. Bietton lived.
They told me as foon as I had concluded it, that
the ftory was very true in the main, but only Twis
out as to the place; for it was not at Deptford; but
as I remember they told me at Pembrulge, neax
Hereford, where the do&or was minifter, be . re

E ~1he
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pleafed if he had courted her for marriage. So

thatin a word the cafe ftood thus: the younger

brother loved the lady, but the lady loved the

‘fquire.

T'he gentlemen carried on their affairs {eparate .

Iy, and each m hisown way, but neither of them
..fo clofe as to conceal from each other their -:It:ﬁgns
though they did not fully dilcover what their pre-
tenhions were.

T he elder brother began one evening to be a
litttle rough with his brother Jack upon the fub-
ject. Jack, fays the eldeft, you and | often meét
here; 1 don’t underitand it; pray what do you
imtend to do? “tis a little odd, that two brothers
fhould have but one milftrefs: pr&hee Jack, don'’t
let us turn Italians.

Nay, fays Jack, what do you pretend to? If

either of us are n the wrong, I believe it is al-
ways on your f{ide.
" “No, fays Tom, 1 don’t allow that neither; I
‘am right, 1 am right, L am {ure of it, I am al-
ways right, and 1 will be right, take notice of
that.

1 take notice of nothing about 1t, not I, fays
Jack ; all the world knows that I am right. and
they fhall know it, and ycu {hall know 1t too,
Tﬂm.

Well, prithee, Jack, fays Tom, alter one piece
of your conduét, [ defire that of you. - -

V-fhat conduét ¢ Idon’t underﬂand you ; but if
Idid, Iknow no cﬂndu& of mine that is armfs
and [ fhall not alter it I aflure you.

You are very pert, Mr. Jack, to your elder bro-
ther ; 1 think I muft handle you a little,

Why, good Mr. elder bruthE:r, ’bqu:re Thcm'is,
fays Jack, when you are baronet, you may take
upon. you 2 little; but till then, the, cap and the

Etar knee o
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I fhall anfwer it with the fame queltion, fﬂys
Jack Pray what do you vifit her for?

Wiy,that's as rude as you can anfwer an elder
bro her, fays the ’[quire, and as fpiteful; but few
words are befl Jack; 1 vifit her for that which
bears no rival : I hope you underftand me now.

Why, fuppofethen I court the fame lady for a
wife, 1 hop eI have the better on you there,

Very well]ack [ays the’{quire, then I know
what 1 have to truft to.

Itis very true, fays Jack, ’tis the old rnad to
knight erantry, fir, winher and wear her is the
word.

He then left his brother very much trritated, and
in the evening he received a challenge from the
’[quire, appmntmg a placeto meet at, the next
morning at five o'clock. .

The father, the good old knight, who was then
living, could know nothing of what had paffed
between his fons, for he was at that very time
down at his country feat in Wlltﬂure, at leaft fix-
ty miles from London.

On the morrow early, according to agreement,
the brothers prepared themfelves for the bufinefs,
the younger prother, whofe blood it feems was
warmeft, was firft out, and it was fcarce day,
when be came within fight of the place appointed,
there he faw his brother, as he {uppofed him to
be, walking haftily to and fro, as if he waited
with impatience for his coming, But how washe
furprifed, when he came up to him and found it
was his father, and that, inftead of a{word in his
hand, he had nothing but a fuall cane, fuch- as the
vld kright generally walked with, |

He was the more at a {tand, becaufe he fuppof-
ed his father was as is above faid, at hisfeat in

the
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the country, above f 1xty ‘miles off; however, he
was out of doubt, when he not only faw him’

nearer hand, but that his fither fpoke to him.
- Why hc}w now, Jack, fays thﬂ old gentleman,
what draw upon your father?

You may be fure, fir, fayshe, I did not fuppofe
it was you. I make ng daubt but you know whom
I expected here,

*Tisno time to talk now, fays the father;I
have your challenge here, and [ am come to ﬁght
you; therefore draw, and, advancing with a furi-
ous countenance, fack p WITE Gt Bis {word, and
throwing it on the gmund, cr}"d out, thure, fir,
take it, kill me with it. - .

But his father, runmng upon him, Jack turns
from him, and giving afpring, ran from him, at
which his father ftops, takes wp his {word, and
ftood thill.”

The gentleman furprized and amazed at the
rencounter, wasall in confufion, and knew not
what to do; but going back a mﬂﬁderah{e way,
and obferving his father was gone, as he thought,
he refolved, though he had no fword, he would go
to the place appointed, and fee if his brother was
come.

Accordingly he went back to the place, anrl fat
himfelf down on the ground, waiting near two
hours there, but heard nothing of his brother,
‘therefore returned home,

He had not been long there, before his brother’s
fervant came to his lodgings with a’ meffage from
the 'fquire, to know how he did.

'Iha oddnefs of the meffage added to the fur-
furprife he was in before: upon which he called
the meflenger up (tairs, and talked with him thus:

What’s the mattes Will? how does my brother
do?

- Will,


















