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vateful office of appreciating his merits, T hope I fhall not be the laflt in a
gocict}r whole leading principle is the promotion of medical fcience.

To give accurate delineations of living charalters is peculiarly difficult.
Few can bear the ftern truth of faithful biography; and where friendfhip
direfts the pen, a partiality, of which the writer is, perhaps, unconf¢ious,
flides into unmerited panegyric. There are, however, individuals whole
luftre acquires mo accellion from the glow of public gratitude or the ardouy
of private veneration,—~5uch is ﬂut'J]mntr, “ whom it can never be a de-
gradation to praife, whom it is a degradation to praife without enthu-
fiafm,” the youngeft fon of the Rev. Stephen Jenner, M. A, of the Uni-
verfity of Oxford, Reétor of Rockhampton, and Vicar of Berkeley, in
Gloucefterfhire ; at which place Dr, Jenner was born on the 17th day of
May 1749,

E?lcl'lscsg thele church preferments, the refpe&able parent poflefled con-
fiderable landed property in the [ame county.

His mother was the daughter of the Rev. Henry Head, of an ancient fa-
mily in Berkfhire ; who likewile once held the living of Berkeley, and was
at the {ame time a Prebendary of Briftol.

Young Jennerloft his father at a very early period of his life; a lofs in
fome mealure {upplied by the affetionate attentions of his elder brother,
the Rev, John Jenner, B. D, Fellow of Magdalen College, Oxford, united
with thole of another brother, the Rev. Henry Jenner, Domeftic Chaplain
to the Earl of Aylefbury, and Vicar of Great Bedwin, Wilts, father of the
Rev, George Jenner, and of Henry Jenner, Surgeon, at Berkeley,

QOur Jenner received his clafTical education at Cirencefter, and his medical
under Daniel Ludlow, of Sudbury, a Gentleman of profe (fonal eminence,

In 1770, he took up his refidence with the late John Hunter, Efg, of
London, with whoin he continued for about the {pace of two years. This
celebrated Anatomift purfued alfo the ftudy of natural hiftory, which he

explained by diffeétion, and publithed the refult in various eflays, in many

of which the name of Jenner is refpeétfully introduced ; and fo highly bad
he eftimated the acquirements of his pupil, as to propole to him a liberal
engagement to join him in delivering leftures upon natural hiftery, which
Hunter then had in contemplation. : :

At this period, the voyage of Captain Cook with Sirf[nl’cph Banks was
projefted. A Gentleman fkilled in the knowledge of comparative ana-
tomy was wanted for the purpofe of examining and defcribing the new
animals they might chance to find: Jenner was fixed upon as the beft cal-
culated for {uch an office, and lucrative conditions were propoled ; but
his affe€tion for his brother already mentioned induced him to decline an
offer fo feduétive to a lover of natural hiftory. :

- This fraternal attachment, which continued to the death of the latter,
annihilated every profpe&t of emolument from diftant {ources, and deter-
mined him to fettle in Berkeley, the place of his nativity, to cultivate the
pratice of furgery and the purfuits u?natu_ral hiftory in the country ; foon
after which the degree of Doftor of Phyfic was offered him by the Univer-
fity of Erlingen ; an honour he declined, as incompatible ‘with the profel-
fional dilcharge of {urgery. ; 2 '

- An incident afterwards occurred which appeared much more likely
to detach him from the immediate {ociety DF his beloved relative. . He
happened to dine with a large party at Bath: Something was introduced
at the table which required to be warmed by the application of the candle;
and doubts were exprefled by feveral perfons preflent, whether the more
fpeedy way would be, to keep the flame at a little diftance under, or to
immerfe the fubftance into it,* Jenner defired the candle to be placed near
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him, and immediately put his finger into the flame, fuffering it to remain
fome time; he then put his finger above it, but was obliged to Inatch ‘it
away immediately.—* This, Gentlemen,” faid ke, * is a fufficient teff.”—~The
next day he received a note from General Smith, who had been of the party
the preceding day, and who was hefore that time an utter firanger, offering
him an appointment in India, which would infure him, in the courle of
two or three years, an annual income of goool. The offer was referred to
his brother; and our Jenner, from his attachment to him, declined it.

Some may, perbaps, be ready to conclude that fraternal affefiion was
czrried to a degree of weaknefs—Bit who can avoid admiring the heart
that is {ufceptible of fuch tender affeftions? Some may pioully fuggelt,
that in confequence of the latent defigns of Heaven, he was happily pre-
vented from engaging in diftant purluits, to announce to the world fome
grand dilcovery, and to eftablifh a new =ra of medical [cience, events
which have fince taken place, :

In tracing a charafter thus rendered illuftrious, the mind dwells upon it
with increafed pleafure, in contemplating the combination of moral fenti-
ment and praftical virtue—where the generous pallions are fubfervient to
found realon, which direfts them to promote public good and private hap-
pinefs, as Fenelon well oblerves, ¢ La veriu, en reglant les paﬁam, n'eleint
point le fentiment.” ' ;

My relpettable auditory will permit me to illultrate this fentiment, by
exhibiting the beneficence of our amiable allociate.

' An ingemious but unfortunate member of this Society, after many inef-
fettual ftruggles to furmount pecuniary difhculties, fell a viétim to tﬁfea&,
leaving a widow and children pennylefs. From early friendlhipgs, I was
delirous of raifing by fubfeription a fmall fum to enable them to put on a
covering more defirable than fackcloth and afhes. 1 addreffed a letter ta
Dr. Jenner on the fubjet, and fpecified the amount of the donation I
wilhed him to beftow. Suffice it to fay, that he thanked me for affording
him an opportunity of amﬂ:ing objetts of diftrels, and fent me a fum ex-
ceeding my requeft.

A few days afterwards he intimated to me, that he feared that a refpec-
table perfon, whofe name on this fubjeét thall never pafs my lips, laboured
under pecuniary embarraffment ; I exprefled my willingnels to offer my
mite in conjunétion with his, We foon, however, turned the converfation
to fome other [ubjeft. Jenner has a heart not made of (tone or clay; and
1 venture to fay, that the obje& of our converfation was the companion of
his couch, for early in the morning I received a letter, which is too laconic
to fatigue you in hearing :— :

¢ I write this note juit to propofe an amendment with refpeét to the fum
for the ufe of our friend, Will you let it be 50 inftead of 33 g}linﬂaﬁ P

7 qa ' ' : .« JENNER.”
I may here obferve, that not any part of thefe: memoirs is immediately
derived from our diftinguifhed affociate. From his friends I have drawn
my principal: information. The laft to whom 1 applied, though kriown
to mé merely by correlpondence, favoured me with fome traits of his be-
neficence in the following words: ‘¢ As for his generofity, it is conftant
and unbounded. It is not like an intermitting {pring, which flows by
ftarts, and as it were by caprice; but it refembles a perennial fountain
which ever gladdens the verdant plains, and never gifhppuinl;_s them of
their expefted refrefhment. Yet, although his generofity neverintermits,
. its ftream is fometimes poured forth with an unufual flood; an inftance of
which is, his offer of 1000l. to equip a veflel for the purpole of intro-
ducing the vaccine inoculation into the Ealt Indies, when the parfimony
of Government negleéted to do it.” of il '
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“ My firft attempt was about the conclufion of the year 1799, by fend-
ing out my publications on the fubjeft of the cow-pox, and a large quans
tity of vaccine virus, on-board the Queen Ealt Indiaman. This fhip um-
fortunately was loft at fea, On hearing this difaltrous event, I went on
renewing my efforts to introduce vaccination among(t them, by fuch means
as had proved {uceefsful in tranfporting the virus to countries far diftant
from this; but it never reached the fhores of Hindoftan in perfeétion.

¢ 1 was fent for twice to the Secretary of State’s Qffice, (Lord Hobart’s,)
where preffing {olicitations had arrived for vaccine matter, on account of
the devaltations the fmall-pox was making, particularly in the 1fland of
Ceylon. 1 reprefented in the ftrongelt terms the necellity of employing
means more effeftual than fending out dried matter, and that I would en-
g4ge to point them out,

* The following was my propofition :—That on-board fome fhip going
to India, twenty recruits, or men of any defeription that had net Eaﬁ the
(mall-pox, fhould be felefted. That I fhould be allowed to appoint a fur-
geon to attend them, parfeltly converfant with vaccine inoculation.

“ Thus 1 engaged that the difeale thould be carried in its moft perfeft
ftate to any of our fettlements,

“ After fome deliberation, my propofals were, each time, rejetted, and
I was requefted to put up matter in a way the moft likely to fucceed.
This I complied with, and did my beft ; but, as I told the gentlemen at
the board, with only faint hopes of [uceels.

“ Ruminating on the calamities to which our countrymen and natives
of Hindoltan are expofed, and on the facility of {ubduing the fmall-pox,
were the cow-pox once eftablifhed amongf them, 1 was ftruck with the
idea, that that oblltacle was by no means invincible; nothing being re-
quired to remove it, but a fhip properl equipped. It was then that [
wrote to you on this fubjelt, and propofed the immediate railing by fub-<
feription a fum fufficient to defray the expenfes, at the fame time requelt-
ing youa to put my name down for a thoul[;nd guineas,

* Happily, {oon after, intelligence was received that vaccine matter
had reached India in perfeftion, through the perfevering induftry of my
friend Dr. de Carro of Vienna. If was by lE:?s means that it was firft
planted in Conftantinople, and from thence he contrived that it fhould .
move forward to Bombay. You need not be told with what exultation
it was received by all ranks of fociety ; the enlightened European and the
poor Hindoo, both hailing it alike as the deliverer from a dreadful
peltilence.”

The difcovery of vaccine inoculation, when firft announcéd by Jenner,
was {o wonderful and fo unexpefied, as rather to dazzle than convince
his contemporaries of its vaft ianrtance, Even to many fcientific men,
it appeared almoft incredible, whilft they wifhed to {re realized what they
had deemed fcarcely poilible. Profound truths, or the vivid rays of light,
on their firlt impulfe, may confound intelleét, or confule vifion: hence,
obferved the modelt Fontenelle, ¢ If both my hands were full of truths,
I would open one only at a time.’

At length, experience has enabled the world .to appreciate the impor-
tance of a difcovery, unequalled in hiftory, and gratisade has paid its
votive offerings to the genius of Jenmer, from the thrones of both the
Cafars, the Imperial Parliament of Great Britain, and the various f{ocieties
of literary charaters throughout the civilized world. Whillt in him
Britain claims a difcovery, which will be recorded to her glory as long as
a Newton or a Harvey fhall dignify the page of fcience. One weighed
the globe in the fcale of gravitation, the other explained to man the laws
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examined the arms of thofe he had inoculated the weck before, and then
inoculated others, firiftly enjoining the parents to bring them the next
appointed day, 1 felt a mixture of pain and entertainment in hearing fome
of the poor villagers exprefs their apprehenfions refpefting the benefit
which vaccine inoculation afforded them, and relate the prejudices of
their ruftic neighbours. But the Doétor very well underftands the art of
dealing with their prejudices; and it gave me great plealure to obferve the
gentle and effe@ual manner with which he endeavoured to footh their
minds. It is a pleafing refleftion, faid he, after they were gone out, that
thefe poor children are for ever {ecured from the drezdful evils which the
difeale I am ftriving to exterminate might have brought upon them: and
when T confider the multitudes of the human race who have already availed
them{elves of the benefit, which I had the felicity to announce to man-
kind, and thofe who will hereafter avail themfclves of it, my pleafure is
fo great, and my gratitude towards that Being whom I know to be the
author of every blefling is {o lively, that 1 can fcarcely exprels either
the one or the other. You have, {aid I, good reafon to feel f[o: and
with regard to your little temple here, reverting to the appellation which
he had given to his cottage, it i1s a fortunate thing for us, that the [yflem
of polytheilm has given place to the difates of truth, elfe Vaccina would
have been introduced as a new deity to the world, and men, if they re-
garded the advantages which fhe produced, would have done homage in
this rural manfion, with greater delight and veneration than in the molt
magnificent and {umptuous temples that ever attracted the admiration of
Greece and Rome,”

In contemplating the extent of this {plendid difcovery, and the facility
with which t|1::1¢ pu%:]ic good it promifes may be accomplifhed ; and com-
bining the various other difcoveries and improvements in {cience, which
we have witneffed, what a fublime profpeft is opened to the ardent genius
of alpiring and ingenuous youth! To inftance a Franklin; who, by means
of the medium of a {mall metalic wire, fubdued and governed the moft tre-
mendous agent in nature, and opened to us the arcana of eleftricity; a dil-
covery which Galvani and Aldini further extended ; and by which we are
now led to conclude, that from the Gymnotus eleétricus, that diffufes the
eleftric power in the ocean; from all animal and brute matter, up to the
clouds floating in the ambient air, an wtherial agency pervades all nature,
and influences her hidden operations; but, as Seneca obferves, Multa
elenim funt quee effe audivimus, qualia autem fint ignoremus ! Quamque multa
venieniis avt populus, ignota nobis, fcict.

Lo a particular manner, the difcovery which this fociety commemorates
this day, affords the ftrongeft encouragement to cultivate, with ardour,
the fcience of medicine, after the example of our illuftrious aflociate, to
whom has been unanimoufly voted this gold medal, for his difcovery of
vaccine inoculation ; and which, in his abfence, I depofit, agreeably to
his requeft, with the learned Prefident of this fociety; who has, upon
numerous occafions from this chair. which he has lo long and honourably
filled, inftrufted and improved a liftening and grateful auditory: to my
friend, Dr. Sims, therefore, do I, with the utmolt pleafure, commit this
medal, bearing the following inlcription, '

Don, Soc, Med. Lond. An. Salut. 1773.
Infit.
E. Jeaner, M. D,
Socio {uo eximio
ob
Vaccinationem
Exploratam;












