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4 The InTRODUCTION.

if there be any in the Place, or Manner of
Burial, muft be to the Living ; either b
the external ‘Pomp, to allay (b) their Grief,
or chiefly, by a decent Inhumation, to pre-
vent thofe Mifthievons Confequences, which
the Neglect would otherwifé produce ; and
there ﬁ! Nations, by the innate Law o
Nature, have ever been careful to bury the
Dead in Decent Places, and in a Decent
Manner, $ |
Some few Nations, indeed, have diftoverd
great Inhumanity, by negletting their ‘Dead ;
or, cafting them into the Sea, or Rivers, to
be devourd by Fifbes': And Others, - more
brutifh, have exposd their Dead to be de- -
vour'd by wild Beafts; as Si. Hierom (c)
tells us  But all the Civiiz’d Part .of the
World bhave fhewn their Refpeit and Love
to their ‘Deceafed Friends and Relations,
by Handfome Funerals. dnd many Nations
were [fuperftitioufly curions in the Funeral-
Rites ; for, the Heathens, iz general, call’d
Iuterrment (d) a Divine Inflitution, and (e¢)
a Law of the Immortal Gods : And the Ro-
mans (f) bad a Peculrar Deity prefiding
over thofe Rites. And as they [bew'd theiwr
Love to the ‘Departed; by thofe Ceremonies,
[0 they alfo  fhewd their Charity and Care

(b) Statius Thebaid. L. 6.

(¢) Hieronym. contra Foviniam Cap, 36.
(d?) Ifocrat. Panathem.

(e) Euripid. in Supplic.

() Plytarch. Vit. Numa.
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for themfélves and others Living, by fuch
Means of Burial as might prevent all Mif~
chief. '

The Nanners of Men, in this Particular,
bave been as varsous, as Nations and Cir-
cumffances have been different 5 the moft
common Methed of Burial has been Ly In-
humation, or &y Burning. And the [everal
People, by Pompous Funerals, and Coftly
Burnings, might have feveral Euds, either
to fhew their Refpeit for the ‘Deceafed, or
to perpetuate thetr Memories to future Ages
by Lofty Pyramids and Rich Monuments,
or by Coftly Embalmings, to preferve their
Bodies 5 or by more Coftly Incremations, to
colle¢t their ‘Duft into Urns, and tranfinit
their Relicques to ‘Pofterity : Tet, I doubt
wot, but by both Burning and Burying, they
bad Regard to the Health and Welfare of
the Living, and endeavour'd to prevent that
Fatality, which they might otherwife have
been expos’d to.

And further, I think, I may venture to
Jwy, that all Nations in the World have
moft- religionfly prefervid.the Sanituary, the
Place of ‘Divine Worfbip, from the Pollu-
tions of the ‘Dead : None would allow a
‘Dead Body to be brought, or to comtinue
there, much lefs make the Temples of their
Gods, Burial-Places for the Dead. No,
that’s the Folly and Madnefs of the Chri-
ftians only ; who, through a falfe Conceit of
Charity to the ‘Dead, have forgor the Ve-

nera-
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neration due to God’s Houfe ;s have forgot
the Charity dne to the Living, and have
made their Churches Charnel-Houfes and Re-
ceptacles of the Dead. |

But whether the Burying of the Dead in
Churches and Church-Yards, be an At of
Charity, s s pretended, and not rather an
Aét of ‘Pr?ani{y, Indecency, and of moft
Pernicions Confequences to the Living, will
be the Subject of this Prefent Enquiry.

And in Order to this, I will demonftrate,

First, That no Nation, or People, ever
Buried in Towns, much lefs in Temples,
or ‘Places dedicated to ‘Divine Service.

SeconNDLY, LU trace the Original of
ithis ‘Praitice, and prove, that it was
begun thrd Pride, improvd by Super-
[tition, and encourag'd for Lucre.

TuirpLy, 'l prove the Indecency, in

- Refpect to God, and 'the Incomveniency
of this Cuftom, in Refpect to Men, from
Experience and natural Reafons.
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Of the Burial-Places of the -Antient.

i H AT Interrment, or clofing the
Bodies of the Dead in a Grave,
is the moft Antient Way of Bu-
#l rial, is without all Deubt. The
e A yptians, and People of .4/,
: @l have us'd it from the firlt Be-
P Saaiaded= 1] ginnings of Time.

What Cuftom prevail’d before the Deluge we know
nothing of ; the Scriptures- are filent : Thofe Sacred
Writings fpeak of the Death of the Antediluvian Fa-
thers, but not 2 Word of their ‘Burial.  What Lighe
we have therefore from the Holy Scriptures, relates
only to the Patriarchs, and later Nations; and the moft
prevailing Cuftom with them was Tnbumaticn.

in
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In fucceeding Aie's, an other Fafhion arofe among’
fome People, of burning the Bodies of the Dead.
Whether this Cuftom was owing to Fear, left their
Enemies might offer Injury to thehDﬂhad when interr’d,
by digging it up again; or, whether it was begun
ugmflﬁug:lgodiespnfa%ﬂnces, or Perfons of prime Dig-
nity, fancying, that their (4) Souls were carried up
in thofe Flames to confort among the Gods: Or,
whether other Perfons of inferior Rank thought to
get to Heaven that Way, is a Matter uncertain : But
it is certain, that the Greeks us'd Burming very anti~
emtly, as early as the Times of the Trojan War; ds
appears by Homer's- (b) Defcription of the Funeral of
Patvoclus. Not but the Grecians us'd Interrment like~
wife; for their Antient Hiftorians give Account of the
Way of placing the Body in the Grave; for, Plutarch
(¢) fays, that 1 fome Places they were laid with the
Face towards the Faft; and at (4) other Places to the
contrary, namely, towards the Weft. Nay, the com=~
mon People, who could not be at the Charge of a
Tuneral-Pile, and the Coftly Sacrificial Rites, which
aweended that Way of Funeration by Burning, generally
were buried by Way of Interrment. And Gicerd (e)
informs us, that i fuch early Times, as thofe of Ce-
¢rops, Interrment was almgerﬁcr made Ufe of by the
Grecians. :

The Romans took the Cuftom of burning their Dead:
fiom the Greeks; and for the moft Part us'd it, ’till
Chriftianity prevail'd in that Empire. But yet Pliny
(f) fays exprefly, < That Burning among the Ro-
< mans was not the Antient Cuftom, they were for-

() Plin, Nat. Hig. Lib. 4. cap. 54.
(b) meingay & wuedy cvoruund , &C
Hom. Iliad. xxiii. v. 165, &%,
(¢) Plut. in Solon. Euftath, on Hom. Il. 'T. Allian.
X Lib. 5. e, 14.
(d) /EL Var. Hiff. Lib. 7.
(e) Cic. de Leg. Lib. 2.
(f ) Plin, Nat. Hig. Lib. 7. v. 54

“ merly
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¢« merly interr’d ; but after being engag’d in long Wars
¢t ‘they found that the Dead were dug up again, they
« brought in this Cuftom; “tho’ many Families con-
¢ tinued the Antient Way of Burial: For, in the
<« Cornelian Family, Sylla the Difator is faid to be the
<« firft Perfon bumet{-; and, he was” willing to be fo
« buried, fearing that e fhould be f'erv’clg as he had
« ferv’d Caines Marins his Enemy before, whofe Body
« he caus'd to be dug up, and thrown into the Ri-
<« ver Aniene . But whethet they buried by Incre~
mation or Inhumaticn; none ever made Chcice of the
Place of Divine Worthip, either to bury, or depofite
the Afhes. None, I fay, neither Fews, nor Gemtilesy
nor Chriffians neither, for fome Hundred Years after
Chriftianity began; none éver prefum’d to make God’s
Temple the Carnicle of dead _Cﬂrpfes, as 'will further”
“appear m the Sequel of this Enquiry. " -

. Of the Patriarchal Hges:.

RERFE HE N the Worfhip of God was not fixed
“LJ%‘ to any 'flated Place, but performed occafi~

o onally, as God was pleafed-to appear; {fome-

WEWTYR times inh one Place, and fometimies at ano-
ther, to make himfelf known ro the Antient Fathers:
Thofe Places where God: appear’d ‘were' efteem’d holy,
and more vencrable than others, as confecrated by the
Divine Shechinah ; there they ereCted Altats, there
they u-'orﬂlipjbn’d God; but we do not find that they
prefum’d to bury the Dead there. God appear’d to
Abrabam after he was departed from Haran, at feveral
Times, and in feveral Places, a5 in the Plain of A~
#ab, Gen. xii. 6. in the Plains of AMamre, Chap.xviil. 1.
in the Land of Adoriah, Chap. xxii. 12. But in none
of thefe did he look for a Grave for his beloved Sa-
R B vaby
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rab, but purchafed the Field of Ephron which was in
Machphela before Mamre, that is in Hebron in the
Land of Canaan; and there be buried ber in a Cave,
Gen. xxiii. 17, 19. And Abrabam himfelf was after-
wards buried there, Chap. xxv. 9. And in that fame
Grave, remote from any Town, or Number of People,
and diftant from any Holy Place of Divine Worfhip,
Ifaac and Facob, Rebecca and Leah were al{o buried
Gen. xlix. 30, 31. And tho’ Beth-e/ was undoubtedly
the moft noted Place, and moft honoured by the re-
peated Appearances of God ; God having, as it were
took his Abode there, whence it was by Way of E-
minence, call'd God’s Houfe by Facob : Yet I cannot
learn that that Patriarch ever defired to be buried
there; but on the contrary, that he carneftly pray’d,
that he might be carried to Canaan, and be %uried in
the Grave of his Anceftors, Chap. xlix. 29. :
- When ofeph found himfelf d[;'ing, he bound his
Brethren with an Oath, not to bury him in Egyr;
but having by a prophetick Spirit affured them, that
God would deliver them, and fettle them in Canaan,
they embalm’d him, and kept his Body ’till the Chil-
dren of Jfrael came into Canaan, and then buried him
in Schec in a Parcel of Ground which Facob
bought of the Sons of Hamor the Father of Schechem,
Fof- xxiv. 32. And St. Hierom (a) fays, that his
onument was remaining even to his Time. How
this Body was kept, and where, by the Fews in their
Pilgrimage in the Wildernefs, we fee prefently.

(4) Hieron. Ep. in Gen.

B
o™

of
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Of the ISRAELITES 2 the Wildernefs.

NEUENSE Come now to the Zfraclites in the Wildernefs.
2119 When God, by the Hand of Aofes, had
NP5y brought out the Jfraclites from Egypr, and

=€ had adopted them for his peculiar People, he
foon fettled a Government among them, inftituted a
Worthip, built himfelf a Church, ordain’d Ceremonies,
appointed Laws, and {fan&atied them by Penalties. Now
here was a Church, a Tabernacle, a travelling Temple,
remov’d to feveral Places, and had {everal Stations.
There is do doubt but the Ground where-ever this
Tabernacle ftood was confecrated by Prayer before it
was fet down; the Form of which Confecration-Prayer
Mofes gives us, Numbers x. 35. When the Ark_ fer for-
wardy, Mofes faid, Rife up, Lord, and let thine Enemics
be fiattered; and let them that hate thee flee before thee.
And when it refted he faid, Retwrn, O Lord, unto the
many T houfands of Ifrael. Ver. 36. Now I am apt
to believe, there was not a Few of all the Tribes that
ever thoughe of a Burial-Place at, or near the Sanctu-
ary, nor the Court-Yard about it.

And this will appear beyond Contradiction, from
the Charge God gave to Ifrael at that Time.

When the Tabernacle was finifh’d, God confidering
the Uncleannefs of thofe that wrought in the rearing
of ity and of all /frael among whom it ftood, and of
the Sons of Aaron that were to minifter in 1t; he
commanded, that an Offering fhould be made for an
Asronement for the Holy Place, becanfe of the Uncleannefs
of the Children of Iracl. Lev. xvi. 16, And God ap-..
pointed, that there fhould ]I;e gyearly a grear Expiation,

2 an
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an Attonement for the Holy Savitnary, for the Tabernacle
pf the C'Eiﬂ‘gwg&hp?z, for the Altars” for the Priefts, and
ﬂﬂr&f People. Ver. 335 34. And then added this
, J’?:dei rgwrmemy&’du&ﬁmy Lev. xix. 30.
And that the Santuary might be reverenc’d indeed,
God enjoin’d, that thﬂfe that were under any l(md of
Follution fhould be expelld from it.

'Ihl

Firf}, Thofe ::ha.t were unclean by Ifflue of BLOOD.
The XV,th Cha pter of wanﬁﬁ tells us, that not

-on]y the Perfons themfdve&, wl:ether Man-or Woman

that had the Iffue of Blood were unclean, and forbid
10 come mtc the Cﬂnnregauon, but even thofe Per-

Afons alfo whom thﬁﬁf had but touched, or fpit upon,
~were pollured by, t
: Saddles, and ‘Pots were unclean, and muft be pyrified :

em; even their Garments, their

Nay, even thofe Perfons after they were cleanfed from
their Iffue, were not admitted to appear before the 8th
Day, and then nor until an Offering had becn made

far ar Armmm before the Lord. Ver I§.

Sccorndly, The fame Law, tho’ not of the ﬁmﬁ E:'-.:-
%une fer Conjugal Poltution, Chap. xv. 1
18. and of greater, for the Purification pf C ._ d—Bu‘t

Imr X1, _ g1
Th:rd! , Thofe that were HJ;K!EEH by LEPROSY

The Law concerning LLP]ZRS wWas very ﬂn&,
Lev. xiil. 45-. For the Lzé'r in whom the Plague is, his
Clothes fhall be renty and bis Head bare, and he fball pret
a Covering HPEH bis upper Lip, and [hall cry, wncleany un-
cleap; Ver. 46. He: fhall wsff alone, withont the Camp

[hall bis Habitavion be.  Their Garments were to be

‘burned, and even the Houfes, whole or in Part, were
to be crazed, and the very Stones to be caft omr of the
City in an wnclean Place, Lev. Xiv, 40, 45-

Fourthly



Cuaar. L. of the Jews in the Wildernefs, 13

Fourthly, Thofe tI{'at were unclean bjr Reafon of the
DEAD. ¥ . %) j .

" In the Fifth Chapter of Numbers we find this Law,
-Command the Children of Hrael, that they put ot of the
Camp = =~ - = whofoever is defiled by the Dead, - - - -
that they defile not their Camps in the midft ‘whereof I
dwell. Ver. 2, 3. A Nazarite, whether Man or Woman,
all the Days of bis Separation. [ball not come nigh to a dead
Body, ke [ball not make himfelf unclean. for his Father or
for "his Mother - - = svhen they die, becanfe the Confécra-
‘tion of his God is sapon his Head. Ver. 2. 7. of Chap. vi.
And if any Man die [nddenly by bimy and ‘be bah de-
filed the Head of bis Confécration, Ver. 9. by touching of
the Deady be [ball have his Head [bhaved ; and on the
“eighth Day be [ball bring an Offering to make Artonement
for that e fnned by the Dead. Ver. 10, 11,
Whoever was defiled by a dead Body was not ad-
mitted to eat the Paflover, Seven Days was be unclean,
Numb. xix. 11. And 1if he did not" purifie bimfelf o
the third Day be was not clean on the feventh, and who-
foever touched the Body of a dead Man and purified not
“bimfelfy  be defiled the Tabernacle of the Lordy and that
Sorl was to be be cut off from Urael, Per. 13. This is
the I AW, when' a Man dies in a Tents all that come
into the Tent, and all that is in the Tenty [ball be un-
clean feven Days ;- and whoever touches one that is [lajn
with 'a Sword in the open Field, or a dead Body, or a
Bone of a Many or a Graves fball be unclean féven Days.
Ver. 14, 16. TG

Qf the PRIESTS,

N D for the Priefts the Sons of Aaron, there fhall

L X wone of them be defiled for the Dead among bis Peo-

ples except the neareft of Kin, @s Father, Mother, Son,

‘Danghter, Brother and Sifter that is a Virgin, Lev. xxi. 1.
but for none elfe, no, not a Prince.

But
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But the High-Prieft #pon whofe Head the Aminting

il 228 poured, he (hall not go in to any dead Body, nor
defile himfelf for bis Father or Mother, that he may ot
profane the Santtuary of his God. Ver. 10, 11, 12.
- Thus ftood the Cafe with the Fews, they might
mot touch a dead Body, and come i the Sanétuary :
And hence we fee what Difficulties they were put to,
by the Body of Fofeph for forty Years, which muft
have been kept at a Diftance from the Camp, becaufe
of thefe ftri¢t Injunctions. .

What God defign’d by thefe fevere Precepts, we
fhall fee in another Place; depend upon it, it was
more than meer Ceremony ; there was fome great End
i it, for his own Honour, and fome End in 1t
for the Prefervation of the Health Lives of his
People :  Burt of this bereafter.

However we find, how clean, how pure, how un-

lluted, God would have his People, his Houfe, his

abernacle, that Place, where his Honour dwelt; and
accordingly we find that when 4aron dyed on Mount
Hor, that he was not buried in the High Chancel or
~Holy of Holies near the Alear, but elfewhere ; and
probably on the fame Mount where he died : For it
15 faid, Dest. x. 6. that the Children of Jfrael came
to Moféra theve Aaron died, and there be was buried,
And Eleazar the High-Prieft, Aaren’s Son and Suc-
ceffor, who died in Canaaz when the Tabernacle was
“fet up in Shiloh, and they had obtained Reft, was bu-
vied in a Hill that pertained to Phinehas his Son awhich

was given bim in Mount Ephraim. Fofb. xxiv. 33. And .

even Fofbua the Prince and Ruler of the People was
buried in the Border of bis Inberitance in Timnach Sera,
which is in Mownt Ephram. Ver. 30.

< 0Q0.x
o SRR
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Of the TEW S 7z Canaan.

Paas Come now to look upon the Fews, asa
1 Iy fettled Nation fix’d in Canasn, and to en-
O quire after the Places of Burial among them
F therc.

d here I prefume, we may conclude for the whole
Nation from the Pratice of the chief City Fernfalens;
tho’ Cunens (a) is of Opinion, that it was not forbid in
other Towns, to bury the Dead within the Towns,
{o they could obrain IZE Confent of Sever of the chief .
Men ; but if a Corpfe was once carried out of the
City, it might in no wife be brought back again to
be buried there, though all the Inhabitants {hould de-
{ire it.
~ However that be, for the City of Fermfalem, the
Fews never us'd to bury there, all the Burial-Places
were without the City, without the Gates and Sub-
wbs of the City; they calld Fernfalem the Holy
City, and look’d upon it as facred, becaufe of the
Holy Temple, and the Divine Prefence there: And
God having made 1t his peculiar Dwelling-Place, th
would in no wife allow it to be polluted by any Dca?;
and that by Virtue of the Divine Command, which
was of the fame Force in Camaan as it had been in the
‘Wildernefs.

And indeed it is a Maxim, not with the Fews on-
ly, but with all Nations in the World (4) that Holy
Places are polluted by dead Carcafles or dead Men's
Bones. Hence we find, when Fofis would prophane

(a) Cunzus Rep. Helr. Lib. 1. cap. 7.
(b) Jofephus Antig. Lib. 18, cap. 3,

the
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the Altars confecrated to Idols. he burned dead Men’s
Bones upon them, which he tock out of the Sepul<
chires that were upon the Mount. 2 Kings xxiil. 162
And when God threatned to punith Zfrael, by Ezekiely
he tells them, that their Altars [hall be defolate. - - - -
And I will lay the dead Carcafes of the Children of I~
rael before their Idols, and I will [Carter your Bones round
about your . Altars. Chap. vi. 5. And therefore the

ews were mightily concerned about Pollution by the

ead, - and were {o very ftri& in this Particular,’ that
they would not fuffer a dead Body to lye in Fernfa-
lem, no, ot for one Night; neither would they per-
mit fo much as dead Men's Bones to be canig tﬁro'
the City. (4) And as the Fews by the Divine Law
had Ablutions, Wathings, and Purifications, for Defile~
ments by the Dead, which is called Bammouds 220 ver-
paiy Ecclefs xxxiv. 25. a wafhing from the Pollution
contra&ed by the Touch of a dead Body. So the
Gentiles alfo from them, had the Rite of Purification
for Defilements contracted by the Dead; for the Fla-
mens or Funera Marer dimifling the People ffom 2
Funeral, {j::rinkled them with Water to Eur ¢ them of
the Pollution receiv’d by the Sight of the Funeral; as
Nardins (b) tellsus, And whenever they entred into
a Temple they were firft fprinkled with Holy Water,
the geccavmeias {0 often mention’d by Heathen Writersy

left they  fhould appear polluted before the Gods. (c)
. .Exﬁfpffﬂm fb‘cfbl‘.‘ _Kﬂj!g_f ﬂf ?ZJ.DA: I- '._. #

Owever, altho’ there were no Graves in Fernfa~
lem, it muft be acknowledg’d, that there was an'
Exception, 1n Regard-tﬂ the Kings of Fwudah ; for they

(a) Cunaus Refp. Hebr. Lib. 1. cap. 7. ek
Lightfoot' Hor. Hebr. Cent. Chorogr. Cap. 21. P. 44+

(b) Nardius of the Funeral-Rites of the Athenians,

(¢) Vide Natal. Comit, Lib, 1. cap, i4. pag. 48.

were
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were buried even within the Walls of the City, on
Mount Zion, which is call'd the City of David, where
that Prince built the Royal Palace, and the Burying-
Place for the Royal Family.

This Place no doubt was very fumptuous, according
to the Wealth and Dignity of that Prince: And it
appears from s il. 29. that that Sepulchre or Mo~
nument was remaining, even in the Days of the A=
Ei?fﬂts. . Fofephus (a) fays, That Solomon hid immenfe

reafures in this Monument ; how great may partly
be computed from that valt Wealth Hircamns took a-
way from it when he was befieged by Antiochus Pius, af-
ter it had been erected Thirteen Hundred Years ; namelys
Three Thoufand Talents : And he left very confide-
rable, which was, not long after, taken away by Herod.

In this Place feveral o thed‘}mg,(b Kings were in-
terr’d’; but notwithftanding this Burial-Ground was
within the Walls of the City, upon {tri¢t Examinz-
tion it ' will appear, that even thofe Kings were buried in
an open Field ; for fo it is faidy 2 Chron. xxvi. 23. Sp
Uzziah flept with his Fathers, and they buried bim with
bis Fathers in the Ficld of the Burial which beloaged to
the Kings 5 for they [aid, He is.a Leper : So this Prince
was not interr’d in the fame Grave, thoush in the fame
Field.

This Mount Sion was a grezt Heighth above the
other of the City; and thence called (4) i 4o
TN mthe Higher Civy. Fohannes Heydenns (c)

(b) Jofephus Artig. Lib. 7. cap. 12. A Talent of Silver
among the Hebrews was 3751, of Englith Movey ; but .a
Talent of Gaid avas Tavelve Times as much, 4500 1. Ged-
win, Mofes, &, Lib. 6. cap. yo. pag. 296, So the Three
Thoufand Talents of Silver amonnted to, Orve Milliony Owe
Hundred and Twenty five Thoufand Pounds ; ard if Gold,
to Thirteen Millions, Five Hundred Thoufand Pounds. Cee
Cunzus Refp. Hebr, Lib. 2, cap. 23.

(b) Spanheim Geograph. Sacra, pag. 53 Lightfoot Cext.
Chorogr. Cap. 22.

(¢) Bunding ltinerar, Sacr. Script.

B fays,
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fays, That it was Seven Hundred Eighty Foot high,
and very fteep, acceflible but-on one Side onlys- at thé
Dale of Tjropean, where a -Way 'was madé to it with
Steps cut out in the Rock's and this Way was enclofed
by a very great Gate, called the Gate of Siwn: ‘And’ on
the Top, the Surface 6f this Mount within'the Walls
was of an Extent of more ‘than half a’-JGM:EmiMﬂe;
which 15 full Two Englifh Miles. . MO 2R3GAR
- This Mount 1s now without the Walls of the pre-
fent Ferufalem : And' (a) Pasulus Orofigs;  and other
Hiftorians tell us, That inthe Reign of _4dvian the
‘Emperor this: Mount Siez was fadly btoiie"b?"ﬁ”viﬂ-
lent Farthquake, and David’s Sepu[chre totally demo-
Aifl’d 5 ‘though the Turks, the ' prefent ’berr:dgfs",-‘pré;
‘tend to fhew exaltly both ‘the Palace and the Gravel
Bufy excepting the Kings of Fudab,  the Scriptures
tell us only of Fehoida the High-Prieft,; who, for the
great Goed he done to the Kingdom, wasiﬂu:ied
m the Sepulchre of the ‘Kings, 2 Chrom. xxiv. 16. -
But thefe few make no Rule, the Fews buried ' with-
out the City ; for we find, ‘the Sepulchre of Foféph
“of Arimaheas wiliereitour Biefled Saviotr Bl S8 ot
“of the City, though'not very diftant : ‘And Eazdras
his Grave, mention'd by 'St. Fobn, was not in' Bethany:
(b) There he dwelt indeed in that Village, diftant
from Fernfalem about fifteen Furlongs, which 1s two
- Englif Miles.  But st appears, Fer. 38. that he was

buried withoue the Villaoe in a Cave': Agd we find,
that the Inhabitants of Naim carried th d Man -

(whom Chrift raifed from the dead) out of the City
“to be interr’d, Lauke vii. 12. which City of Naim (c)
~was Northward from  Vernfalem Twelve German, or
-more than Thirty fix Englifb Miles., And haftly, thofe

Dead which were raifed at, and by the Vertue of the

(a) Bun.ting Itiner, 8. Script, pag. 43. "y
{by John Chap, 11. Ver. 18, compare with Ver. 31.
() Bunding ltiner. N. T, pag. 29. ‘

45 Refur-
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Refurreétion of Jefus Chrift; came out of the Graves,
and went into the holy City. Marth. xxvii. §3.

“ Nay, the Levites had not fo much Privilege al-
¢"Jow?d" them, they might not bury in the Country
¢ about the Citics where they dwelt, but were oblig’d
¢¢-to «ariyl their Dead, away to the Limits of their,
¢ \own Partien, and Cities alotted them in eyvery Tribe;
< and-; by -Divine Cﬂmmand,wthey had Burial-Places
¢« given them about the Suburbs of their. Cities in e-
« very: Trbe. '(a) - | ;

- In a-Word, there were but two Burial-Places in the

City (b) of Fernfalems, that of David for the Royal
Famj}}{,_laﬂd that of Oldas or Hulda the Prophetefs,
which- the gmys fay, was buile by the Antient Pro-
phets..-:And (¢c) Fofépbus Ben Gorion {peaking of A4-
lexandra flying from Tger Enemies, fays, She hid her-
felf in-a Grave out .of , the City, where they were
wont to bury the Dead. And Rabbi Benjamin, a later
Whiter () ‘fays, That 4mo 1170, he faw three Bu~
rial-Places, even then remaining, which were. the an-
tient” Graves. of ‘the Fews.

| B s
L -

(&) Cuneevs Rep. Hebr. Lib. 1. cap. 7.
(b) Cunzus Ibid, - |

(c) Jofeph Ben Gorion, Lib. 5. cap. 16.
(d) Rabp. Benj. [rer. pag. 44.
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20 Of the Burial-Places  Cnae. L

Of the Burial-Places of the Kings of Iffacl.

e FTER the Feors were divided into two
et Wil Kingdoms, that of $wdab, and that of Jf+
)" & rael; the Kipgdom of Ifrael could not be
DEBZ' call'd truly Fewifh, having forfaken God
and the Kaw, and the Religion of their
Fathers : They ador'd Idols, and made to themfelves
new Gods; neither were they Gemtiles, becaufe of Few-
#fr Original, and tenacious of fome, nay, of many of
the Fewiflh Ceremontes and Traditions ; fo that they
may be look’d upon as neither , nor Gentiless but
a Compofition made up of ifm and Gentilifim :
But our Bufinefs with them 15, to confider where they
buried their Dead ; and herein, no doubt, they fol-
low’d the Cuftom of their Forefathers, and other Gen-
tile Nations, who all buried away from Cities and Com-
munities, though in Imitation of the Kings of Fuda,
their Kings alfo were buried in Samaria; for the Scrip-
ture tells us, (4) That Omri the fifth King of Ifrael,
about .4nme 3020, according to Perkins, (b) built this
noble City of Samaria, about Twenty four Englifb
Miles, or more, diftant from Fersfalem ; and accord-
ing to “}fq@fm;, about Three Miles in Circumference,
This City became the Capital of the Kingdom of 7~
vael, and Omsri himfelf was buried there, Zer. 28. And
although we have not a particular Account of the
Royal Burial-Place there; yer we find, that feveral of
the Kings of Jfrael were buried there, 2 Kings xiv. 16.
And (¢) St. Hierom fays, That the Prophets Elifba and
Obadiah, and Fobn the Baptiff were buried here,

(#) 1 Kings xvi. 24,
(b) Perkins Harmony.
(¢) Hieronym, in Epitaphio Paul.

of
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Of the Burial-Places of the GENTILES.

BeWa7e UR next Enquiry is, concerning the Ges-

[ lia: tiles; and the Manners, and Funeral Rites
5 among them are as various as the feveral Na-
REWF L tions. (4) St. Hierome gives us a Ac-
count of the different Cuftoms : And Phny (b) alfo,
but thefe are nothing to our Purpofe ; it is not
the Manner how, but the Place where they buried,
which is the Subject of our Enquiry : And here we
may obferve, that no Nation mentioned by either of
thefe Authors, ever buried their Dead in Cities, Towns,
or inhabited Places, much lefs in, or near any Confe~
crated Temples, and Places fet apart for Divine Wors
fhip.

(a) Hieronym. contra Fovinian. Cap. 36.
(¥) Plin. Nas. Hift, Lib. 35. cap. 2. ~
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the Twelye Tables of thﬁr La*l;, That
Do Man, beﬁdes the Emperor, ;md ‘Yﬂﬂml ﬁwﬁ
WEES fhould be buried within the City of Rome.,
Arid Dis ( a) fa}fs, “That it Was 2. fin Favﬂur
ted to Fulins, Cafar, to be ‘buried - with tbéd
Cicero ( é) fi B i.1'
flowed on Eﬂ&&m Tém 5 and C Fabritins,. and
fmﬁe others (c o e "
Lately, the R Ms burnt the Boche.s of the Dea
hut 111 férmer s, their Funerals were. by In}m
% roved before ( pag. 16.) And the:rﬁnﬁ’
within therr Cifics, ‘(dy and é*.fei'jf
one was allow d to bury in his own Houfe, or Gar-'
den, or Yard belcmbmg to_his Houfe : Whence the
Antient took their’ Lares (¢) or Hnu&nld—Gogf, and
paid their Dew}tmns to them. Bur this Cuftom being
loathfome, and of moft pernicious Confequence, was
foon forbid; and it was a ﬂaudmg Law w;th the Ro-
ILATLS |

In Urbe ne ﬁpeﬂ;}ﬂ aere Qf’ifﬂ; ff *). :

(a) Dio Caffi. Lib. 44 A:;ﬁ%_ \
(&) Cie, :feL.:g Lib.2 Sl o Ly

(¢) Godwin Rons. Ant:g Lib, oy Se& gycap, 21. p- 79
(d) Godwin Ibid.

(e) Mortuos domii conditos mﬁembanfur olint ut Deos quos de-
inde Laves appellarunt. Arnobius Lib. 5. Ex Varro. Pomey
Pantheon, Adyth. 1ib. 5. pag, 23z.

(f) Cic. de Leg. Lib. 2. cap. 23. p. 251, initii.

That

hat tHe fame Favour wai, f:e:j
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That they fhould neither bury, nor burn dead Bodies
in the City. And TUlpian the Lawyer fays,' That in
fter-Ages, the Emperon ddriansus, about Ame Chrifks
130y Enaéted a Penalty of feveral durei, or Marks,
for any that fhould prefume to bury in the City ;
and the fame Penalty on every Magiftrate that thould
confent to it, or conmive at it.’ - '
" The Romans generally buried near the High-Ways,
in*Fields near the Roads ap ropriated  to that Purs
ofey . that the Paffengers rl;l]gfi‘ltf {ee’ the ‘Graves, and
~reminded of their own Mortdlity 5 ds Parra. ()
zells s ; thence the Inforiptions: on: the “Monuments,
Fis s STl £ ; L D20 * "”
oy3i bl ST PIATe Racizlai dods »

4 yan 9

ofnd thus was alfo -practifed long %}e the F“%”r
_ 63 in che Wy
néar, or by ‘thes Way) to Epbrarhj “Which is' Besh
bemy Gen. xxxvi 19< - This Grave s five Miles' fiorm
erafale s and St. Hierom fays,"That chie Septiletrie

was remaining’ in his Time, on the ‘Left-Sidé of thé
Road gﬂmg 't0  Bethlebéms. (by; D ciswani 1 513
ol bed ssub «orhicos atsvng Bos ¢y
: 83T et uildug nt. b'vsint jon
-2 ' : ::;.._-E

(10 D018

(b, 'St. Hieron. Eplad Euflob. ¢ 6.1.'$%.
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Of the GRECIANS.

S\ ULLY (a) tells us for the Ahenians. « I
{l2eg BBl < proteft, (fays he) I could never obtain
2f| « of the Arhenians, that they would allow
=== < of a Burying-Place within the City; and
¢ they pretended, That they were hindred, even by
« their Religion; and they have never allowed it to
« any Perfon whatever.”

Bur tho’ Tully be fo pofitive, yet other Authors,
as Paufaniasy (b) Thucidides, (¢) Arnobins (d) and o-
thers, fay, That the Greeks did bury their moft E-
minent Men in the mid{t of the City, even in the
Forum 3 but this was not common: For moft of
the Illuftrious Men had their own Sepulchres near
the Highways and publick Roads that lead to the
City ; and private Families that had Vaults, and were
not interr’d in publick Burial-Places, had them at a
Diftance from Cities and Towns in their own Land,
and on the utmoft Borders of it ; as Nardius (e)
[EHS 115. 4

And indeed, it was forbid to bury in Towns,
by a moft exprefs Law of Solon; as Plurarch wit-
nefleth. (f) . And the fame Plutarch fays, That at
Sicyon a City of Peloponeffus the fame Law was in
Force; That no one fhould be buried in the City.

(a) Cicero Lib. 4. Ep. 12. ad Famil. pag. 32.
(b) Paufanias in Attici

(¢) Thucydides Lib. 5.

(d) Arnobius L:b. 6. adverfus Gentes.

(e) Nardius of the Funeral-Rites of the Athenjans,
(f) Plutarch in Lacon,
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And therefore (a)d Aratns their Prince and I.l)jliverer
being dead, they doubting whether they might b
lumngm the Cltc}}:; fent mgﬂe{vim to m}llfhltg,the'uéj:
racled s 26 o 1 ] ; et ¥ o
Strabo alfo fays, That no one was ever buried,
or buint at Delos; Apollo would not fuffer any onz2
to be born, or buried there, but the Women wee o-
bliged to go dnd be d&fivered of their Children at
Rheneia; as they were alfo obliged to bury their Dead
there,: {This:gave Occafion for J;h:ﬂake of -Cleombro-
tus Son of Paufanias, who asked the Men of Delos;
« How is Delos your Country,. whcn not one of you
¢ js born or buried there.” (£) Nay, Plate was {o
from fuffering the Dead to be buried in Cities or
‘owns, that he wou'd not, allow them Interrment in
fruitful Ground; that the Dead might not be an Hin-
drance to. the Living : Nay mores the Grecians allow-
ed no Man to go to Sepulchresy except when, they
avtended Funerals. (¢) . < ur gi e

1

MRS R R e

( @) Plutarch. Vita Arati. e Ty _ .
(b)) Rheneia [nfids eft .éi*:?g:‘ékhﬂ’? diforta = - == Ui
Monumenta [unt . Déliorumy. nam Movtuum in Delo. fepeliri non'
eft fas megue Cremare. Strabo Lib. 10, pag. 486,

(¢) Nardius of Fumerals of the Athenians.,  *
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Of the TERSMN&

E¥SE HE Antient Perfrans never buried in Ci-
ool B ties or Towns, but in ‘Fields, at
BUA] Bk, fome Diftance from  inhabited Places :
a7 B~ And the Kings of Perfia (a) were wont
t¥ to be buried on the Top of a Hill, near
~ to, and on the Eaft Side of the Caftle
of Perfipolis, called the Royal Mount. And T have-
mot (b) aflures us, That there is no Burymg-Place in
Ifpaban, but they are all without the City; as they
be all over Perfia and the Levant.

(2) Hofpinian de Templis.
(b) Thayenot’s Travels, Part 2. . 4. p- 83,
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Of the TURKS. "

2505, F ,thﬁ T#?"kf lt 1s obferved in gﬁ:neml, that
silt=iEs they bury not in Towns and Villages :
' o And Corovicus (a) aflures us, 'I}bat that

" &

7 somnit  Favour of being buried in a City, is
LY granted only to great Perfons, to the Sas-
toni, and other Princes. And Thavenot
(b) fays, That the Burial-Place at Grand Cairo in e/E-
% is very large on the River-fide, not far from O/
7. . And concerning Conflantineple, he has thefe
Words ;. < Their Burying-Places are always with-
« out the Town, that the Air might nct be infe&-
“ ed by the corrupt Vapours that rife out of the
« Graves: And that was always obferved by the
¢ Antients, = === ===~ The Turkifh Burial-Places
¢« are commonly by the Highway-fides, that Travel-
¢ lers may remember to pray to Gop for them.

(a) Cotovicus Itin. pag. 156.
(b) Thavenot’s Travels, P. 1. Lih. 2. cap. 12. p. 145.
(¢) Idem P. 1, cap. 43 P+ 58.
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SEREN AAETERE T Ees
seDEZEILIEEELEs

Of tbe PRIMITIVE C{%}EES TIANS.

Zevaseas AVIN G thus far feen the Practice of
IR @ s-and Gentiles 5 our next Enquiry
S s, concerning the Primitive Chriftians.

5P And here we fhall find, that the Con-
i verts, both of Fews and Gentiles to
1381 Chriftianity, ufed no other Places of
g‘:temnmt than what were common, and in Ufe be-

re.

They changed the Ceremonies, and rejected the Su-
perftitious ::g Tdolatrous Pomp ; but they kept fhill
to the fame Places, the common k orwiifiei, Cemeteries
without the Cities and Towns. And indeed, for a
confiderable Time they could not have done other-
wife; becaufe the Laws were ftill in Force againft bu-

rying in Towns, and becaufe they were perfecuted both
by Fews and Pagans. SERTen |
After the Chriftians grew numerous, they fer afide
particular Places for the burying of their Dead, diftin&
and feparate from the Funerai-Places of the Gentiles ;
but ftill out of Towns in open Ficlds : And becaufe
they would avoid the Infults and Injuzies which might
be “oiven to the Bodies of the Perfons buried there,
by the Heathens, they ufually made them after this
Manner; they contrived them to be great Vaults un-
der-gmund," (4) with various Ways, and divers Wind-
ings, in the Sides or Walls whereot were Niches, where~

(2) Gretfer de Eun Chriffs Lib. 2. c. 8. p. 105.

in
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in the Coffins of the Dead were placed. St. ierom
() gives us 2 moft geographical Defeription of them.
€ When I, (fays he) was a Boy at Rome, learning
¢ the liberal Sciences, I, with fome of my School-
¢ fellows, would go on Sundays-among the Sepul-
¢ chres of the Apoftles and Martyrs; arﬁ often went
“ down in the Vaults, which were very deep in the
¢ Farth : And as you enter in, the Bodies of the
¢ Dead were ‘Phrcd on both Sidss in the Walls: All
“ about was fo very dark, as if that prophetical Place
¢« of the Plaimift’ was litterally fulRled; Ler them gb
€ down qick_ imo HVll. A very lirtle Light was let
< 'down through a Hole from above, . which did tem-
« per the Homor of ‘the Darknefs. As you move,
« you muft tread” cautioufly, Siep by Step, having
¢« nothing but' Darknefs’ about you ; which made me
“[hlﬂkﬁf.tl‘r&toff’“@f. e A3 doadal

Hlorvor ubiqse Animos, fomal ifi flentia rerrent. |
I Englifh - o
" Horvor and Silence do affvight one's Mind.

¢ And Baronius () long {ince acknowledges, that he
had the Curiofity to go into one of them, which
was called the Cemetery of Priffilla, and was then
fately difcovergds which, he fays, for the Largenefs of
it, and its divers 'Windings; might be called a fubter-
rancous City + And he owns, that it was three Miles
from the City of  Rowmse. ol

Enfehins (¢) fays,  That when the Chriftians, by
Favour of Confbantine, buile Churches in the Cities,
yet they had their Butial-Places alotted ' them out of

'I(-'ﬂ'Hi{:ron. i’ Ezech. €. 4ou
() Barontus Anpal. Tom. 2. ad Annum 130.

(¢) Eufebius Ecelefs Hifty Libsa0s o1



Cuar. I.  of the Primitive Chriftians. IT
the Cities and Towns. Nay, and though they buil
Chapels and Oratories on the Plat-Ground of the Ca-
meteries, or Burying-Places, they were at a fufficient
Diltance from the Graves. |

Bronins tells us, (4) That Borachas being perfecu-
ted by the Gemtiles at Gaza, and being left for dead,
the Chriftians took him up, and carried him into the
Church, finding Life in him : But the Gemtiles, and
even fome of the Magiftrates, came and made Enquiry
about him, faying, That the Chriftians had broken
the ‘Li the City, and wrefpaffed; againft their
Law; b%;?r that they h};d brought. a:é@daggﬂd}' mee
the Ciry, which ought in no wife to be doné:" For
they fuppofeds, that Borachas was dead. Ape
 Emperor Lea brake Emperor Adriar’s Law, {men-
tioned fﬁ-_;zq.aﬂd gave Permiflion to bury: within
Cities and Towns, as well as without. | gl 33
- Gregory Twronenfis (b) fays, That it was in the lat-
ter Part of the Sixth Century, 4w 590, before the
Funeral-Places were <confecrated ;. but then that Cere-
mony was introduced, and all the Cemeteries without
the '{'uwns were confecrated by Prayer, and the Blef

(a) Baron. Nos antem cuem multam Vidiffemus Confufionesn,
portantes Pium Boracham, difceffimus in Sanitam Feclefiam.
Poftguam vero vidimius eum-adbuc Spivantem - - - - - Cier intu-
liftis, Mortuum in Civitatem ? Cum Patrie Leges boc prohibeant.

om. 5. Anno 389. |

‘b Sepulcrorsm loca Sacerdotali Benediffione Confecrata fuif-
fent. Greg. Tur. de Glor. Confeff. c.106.

eSS
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Iﬁperial Laws cggé:.{ﬂjf Bﬁ{}*fng in Towns and
Churches. ' 1572

e HEN the (4) Antient Funeral- Places
%*‘”Si; n to be neglected, and Superftition
SR W o had’ made Rodm for them” i Cities :
QA AES the Empetor s greatly oppofed it : For wé
SR éndataw (b) igi:hgpoﬂmdoﬁm Code,
in thefe Words, <« Let no one imagine, That the
<« Churches of the Apoftles and Martyrs were defign
« for Burial-Places of the Dead.” ~ And Emperor (c)
Charles the Grear has this Injun&tion, “ Let no one
« bury any Dead in the Church.” And after him, (d)
Ludovicus Pins moft {trenuoufly oppofed it, requiring,
¢« That the Conftitutions ufed and fettled by the An<
« tient Fathers, fhould be obferved in the Burial of
¢« the Dead.

(a) Paulus Ricius de Mofaic. Leg. N. 235. ke

'b) Nemo Apoftolorum vel Martyrum Sedem bumandis Corpo="
vibus exiftimet effe conceflam. 1 Cod. Tit. 1. Inftit, Lib, 1.-
ol & £ f 4 E

(¢ De Sacv. Eccl. Lib. 11. Anno 815. Capit. Lib. 1.

(d; Capitul. cap. 159. 47. Anno 8s50.

oF
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Councils znd Canons Ecclefiaftical ﬂgﬁénﬁ
Burying in Chiirches.

WL S the Imperlsﬂ Laws; fo the Councils of the
A _‘f'f‘- Bifhops of the Church oppos’d this Praétice
- saede alfo 5 for Hofpinian (a) tells us, That, the

=9 Antient fhew’d themfelves greatly d:fpleasd
at that New Invention of Burying in Towns and
‘Churches ; and therefore made feveral Canons ary:i De-
crees againk it.

Anno 5635 in the firlt (6) Siwuﬁ Council Gf Em—

tara, it was Ordain’d, That the Bodies of the Dead
thould fhould not bury’d in the Charches, but that all
Interrments fhould be without the Cities, or in Church-
Yards. '
* For, after Bur}rmg—Places were allowed in Cmes, the
Dead were kept out of the Churches for many Years;
and were only allow’d to be interr’d in the Ante-Temple, /
the Arrinm; or Porch of the Church. (¢)

The Council of Name,r, (d) Anno 65 8, Canon 6.
Decreed, ¢ That in the Churches no one fhall be

(a) Hofpinian de Templis. 5
b Concil: Brac: Canm. 18. Ne Corpora Defunitorum intra
Bafilicas Sanfforum tumulenturs  Sed Ji}mt omnes Sepultire

extra Civitatem, vel etiam [i #errﬂ"s fit civca murum Bafilica.
Vide Can. 36.

(c) Bingham Orig. Eccl. Vol. 5. Lib. 8. Cap. 3. Seét. S.

(d) Concil. Nannetenb. Can. 6. in Ecclefia nullatenns fepeli-
antwry fed in Atrioy ant Porticny aunt in Exedris Ecclefic.

E |  allow’a
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« allow’d to be buried, but in the Porch, or Court,
« or the Out-Buildings of the Church.” And 4w
895, the Council of 7¥ibnr (a) in Germany made a
Decree againft burying in Churches. It appears by this
Council, that there had been Difputes concerning. that _
Matter ; and that fome few Dead had been bury’d in the
Church, which had&made fome Perfons fo uneafy, that
they openly propos’d to dig them u m, and throw
th?CaFcaﬂ{S l;utpff the Hgl}f Placel? a]%ilzt the Council
chofe an eafier Way, and Decreed, That the Monu-
ments fhould be removed, the Tombs levell’d, and the
Graves coverd with an even Pavemement, that no
Sign of any Grave might appear; and that great Care
thould be taken for the future, not to prophane the
Holy Place, which was feparated from common Ufe,
and dedicated to the Service of God. And Theodorses
Balfimon, (b) Patriarch of Antioch, Apno 1180, De-
creed, That it be the conftant Law of the Church,
that no Dead fhould be buried in Churches, according
to the Civil Law of the Grecian Empire.

(a) Concil. Tribur. C. 17, Bia ot

(b) Theod. Balf. in Refp. Lib. 1. c. 11. Bafilicorum : Idem
Furis Graco Rom. Lib. 5. 38. p. 382.  Idem in Encholog. fes
Rituali Gracor. p. 523.
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BURIAL S in Churches, when intreduced
i BRITAIN.

D)l thf: Thlrteenth King of the %ﬂ—gﬂﬂﬂj In
Rewy v the Seventh C Entur}r, was the firft in Eng-
Idnd who permitted the Bodies of the Dead to be bu-
ried within the Walls of the Cities, which were bu-
ried in open Fields before.

And _Aylet Sammes (b) further teHs us, That Cut-
bert the Tenth Archbithop of Canrerbury, from St. Au-
Jtin, Anno 798, procured the Privilege from the Pope,
to have Church-Yards for Intemnent And Dr. Inert
(c) acknnwledges, That the Antient Cuftom of the
Englifb Church, which never fuffer’d the Bodies of
Chriftians to be buried in Churches was chang’d, and
the Burial in Churches introduced in the latter End of
the Eighth Century, about the Year 794. And even
{o late as Amo 1076, in the Reign of William the
Conguerors the Council held at Winchefter under Lan-
frank_ Archbithop of Camerbury, forbid the Burial in
Churches by the gth Canon. ()

(a) Bal. Hif. p-3. Sir Richard Baker.

(b) Sammes Brit. Antig. p. 214. Godwin Vit. Cutbert,
(¢! Dr. Inett Hif. Eccl. Lib. 1. cap. 13. p. 225.

(d) Itid. Vol. 2. ¢, 2. s 39.
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The Conclufion of the Firt Part.

e s, ROM what has been faid it appears,
W2 G0 @ @&: that by univerfal Confent of all Nati-
(9 %3 ons, and at all Times, and in all Places,
& 2¢”: however different in Religion and other
Wilace Al Cuftoms, yet all agreed in this Parti-
Famesss® ilar, that the Dead ought not to be
buried in Cities, Towns, or any inhabited Places, much
Jefs in Temples, Churches, and Places of Holy Wonthip.
It appears alfo, that the Cuftom of burying in Ci-
ties and Churches now in Ufe, is new, and unknown
to the firft Ages; and that it may be truly faid, from
the Beginning it was not {fo. And it appears further,
that the Saying of St. Gyril (4) to the Genriles may be
retorted upon us Chriftians; namely, that the Temples
of the Gentiles were only beautiful Monuments of dead
Men, but how truly may it be faid of the Chriftian
Churches, the Temples of the living God, that they
are common Graves and loathfome Receptacles of cor-
rupted Corpfes : It may be worth our while, there-
fore, to trace whence this Cuftom fo contrary to the
Pra&ice of all Mankind arofe, and what might be the
Caufes of fo indecent a Cuftom ; and this will be the
Subject of the next Chapter. - i

(&) Cyril Lib. 1o. comtra Fulian.
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Undefiled, &

Cuapr 1L |

Of the Origimal Caufcs of Burying in

Churches.

N fearching for the Caufes and Rea-
fons of this Cuftom of bur mg in
Churches, {o contrary to the uni-
‘Il verfal Cuftom of Mankind, T would
> not feem to refle&t ecither on the
2A" the Prudence or Piety of our Fore-
* fathers, but only endeavour to find

out the Truth,
And for what appears to me the true Caufes and Rea-
fons of this Cuftom of burying i Churches were,

Firfh,
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48" " Primitive Chiiftians  CHap,

: M_'Eirﬁ, Pride and Ambition. | 5
.Sccondly, Superftition and Ervor.
Thirdly,” Gasn and- Lucre. -~ - =3

And T hope, I fhall make this appear beyond Con-
tradi€tion to others alfo. '

Lo e o
3 : r k=1
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Primitive Chriftians meet in the Graves.

“'ﬁﬂ'(r
X =

pp®: UT before I come to thefe Particulars, I
28 muft obferve, that the primitive Chriftians
) when they were perfecuted by the Gentiles,
and not allowed to meet in any Place to
worfhip their God and SAVIOUR, they
would affemble themfelves together in the Night as
private as poflible; but thofe Nightly Mee,l:inlgs bei

difcovered, and mifreprefented by the Accufers, a?ﬁ
mifconftruéted by the Magiftrates, as tending to Re-

bellion ; the pious Chriftians, rather than negle&t

their Duty to God, and their Redeemer, would fteal
into thofe valt (#) Vaults and Cemeteries under
Ground, and there meet together, and perform all the
Duties of Holy Worihip, pray, preach, adminifter the
Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper, and keep Councils
too. |
This was of Neceflity, the Rage of their Enemies
would not fuffer them above Ground,: and therefbfe

{a) Bingham Orig. Eccl. Vol. 5. Lib. 8. cap. I: Seft. 9.

. they

it e ol e
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they took their Refuge under Ground, and fled for
Sagty among (4) the Dead : Nay, {o great was the
Rage of Perfecution, that the Heathen Emperors drove
the Chriftians away from their Burial-Places, took them
away from them to prevent their meeting there, and
whenever the Perfecution {lacked their Cemeteries were
reftored to them. ()

But in the Time of Conffantine (¢) the Greaty, Anno
312, there was a perfe€t Change of Affairs, and they
who were forced lately to lurk in fubterrancous Ca-
verns to perform their Worfhip, had now the Favour
granted tﬁem of building ftately Churches both upon
the Area of their Cemeteries, and within the Cities,
and had Burial-Places alotted them without the Walls

#at a convenient Diftance from the Churches; and we
‘do not find that they ever returned to thofe Charnel-
Houfes again. And many Years pafs’d before fuch
Thoughts ever entred in their Hearts, as to bury in
their Churches :  But when Pgpery brought in Super-
fhtion the remote Caemeteries were forfaken, and Per-
fons of all Degrees would be buried in the Churches.
So that for thefe many Ages the Places of Chriftian
Wﬂrﬂ‘aig‘ have been a Charnel-Houfe again ; not out
~of neceflity, as was the Cafe of the 3grﬂ: Chriftians,
but out of a foolifh Superftition which Popery firft
began, and which Proteftantifin in fo confiderable a
Succeflion of Time has not been able to root out of
the Minds of Men. ()

(a) Cﬂﬁ{{l‘éf, Apoft. Lib. 1. cap. 29. Apol. Athanas.

(b) Euicbius Ecclef, Hift. Lib. 6. “cap. 13. Lib. 7. cap. 11.
(c) Iwd. Lib. 10.

(d) Dr. Nichols o the Burial-Office.
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PRIDE one Reafon of Burying in Churches.

—ri-2 ND now more particular, the firft Caufe
et~ | of burying in Churches, T humbly con<
Witk A 1°%yl ceive to have been PRIDE and AM-
%ﬁ% BITION: And I hope I fiil not
ePARRSET of due Charity to affert, that Pride was
the firft Reafon of burying it Churches®
for thofe Emperors who firft gave Liberty to Chrifti-
ans to build Churches; and wﬁg themfelves built mag-~
nificent Temples, they alfo raifed thofe Churches as
Monuments to their own Pride; in fome Meafure, I
fay, to their own Pride, as well as to Divine Service.
The firft Chriftian Emperor Confantine (a) though
he could not defire to be buried in the Church (which
was then a Thing unheard of ) yet he was refolved -
to lye as near to the Church as poffible, and was ac~
cordingly buried in the Porch of the great Church at
Conftantinople, which he had moft magnificently built,
Amo 337, to the Honour of the Twelve AI ftesy
not excluding his own. And St. Chryfoffom (b) per-
haps, with as great, or greater Pride, mnfults the Em-
peror, when he fays, that it was a great Honour done
to Conflantine, that he was permitted to be buried at
the Door of the Temple, and to be Porter to the Fifh-
ermen. For (4) that the Apoftles in their Deaths were
more honourable than all the Princes of the Earthy

() Eufeb. Vit. Conft.
(b) Chryfoft. Hom. 66. ad pap. Antioche
(¢) Idem Tom. 5. pag. 839.
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becaufe even at Rome, the Royal City, Emperors, Con-
fuls, and Generals, fhewed their Refpect, and paid
their Veneration at the Sepulchres of Fithermen and
Tent-makers: And at Conflamtinople, it was thought
Honour {fufficient for an Emperor to be buried not in
the Place where the Apoftles lay, but in the Porch of
the Temples buile to their Names and Honour.

Conftantine having led the Way, other Emperors focn
followed that great Example. And fo we find, that
Emperor Theodofises the Great, Anno 395, was alfo bu-
ried in the fame Porch of the Church at Conffantinople ;
and his Son, Emperor 4rcadins, not many Years atter,
Armo 407. in the fame Place.

It is but natural to think, that when the Emperors
were defirous to be buried in the Church-Porch, other
Perfons of the next Quality would ftrive to lye as near
the Church as poffible, for Men of Quality and Wealth
are always emulous to imitate their Princes; and as they
had the Honour of the Royal Prefence when living,
they efteem’d it their Honour to lye near them when
dead; and this was the firft Reafon of having large
Courts and Yards about Churches.

When Princes and Nobles had claim’d this Privilege,
the Clergy, the Men of Holy Orders, the immediate
Servants of the Temple laid in their Claim alfo, and
imitated the Princes who were buried in the Church-
Porch : For in our own Hiftory (4) we find, that
an Archbifhop of Canrerbury had not been buried within
the Church, but that the Porch was full with fix of
his Predeceflors that were buried there before, and thet
even in the End of the Seventh Century.

Burt in other Countries, long before that Time, the
Clergy ventured one Step further, and would lye with-
in the Walls of that Church when dead, where they
had officiated when living. The Bifhops, Priefts, and
Monks pretended a Right to the Churcies {uperiour to

(4) Bp. Godwin's Life of Theodsre Arckbifbop of Canterburye

i that
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that of Princes, and chofe the principal Places for them«
fclves there, and excluded all others from being  buried
‘there; and kept the Power of difpenfing fuch a Fa-
vour in their own Hands, and foon made their Claim
a Law; for fo the (4) Cannon-Law fays, That only
Bithops, Abbots and Presbyters fhouid be buried in
the Churchss, and fuch Laymen only as they fhould
approve of. _ i >
Such was the Emulation of the Clergy at that Time,

I prefume to call it Emulation;' and T believe I'do -

not hit much befide the Mark :  For, if we do but
confider how foon the Clergy * (after God gave the
Churches Reft from Perfecution, and: they enjoyed
-Peace; when Kings were become the nurfing Fathers,
and the Crown {ubmitted to the Crofs, and Princes
ador'd the Crucify’d Saviour, and fmil'd upon, and
encourag’d his  Minifters: How foon, I fay, the
Clergy ) abus’d thofe Favours, and valu'd themfelves;
for the Priefthood magnifying that Henour to the
and that the Power of the Priefthood, if not exceed-
ing, was equal to the Power of Princss. "
That fu::]h was the Pride and Ambition of the Ro-
maz Clergy in the fifth, fixth, and following Centu~
ries, every one knows that knows any thing of Church-
Hiftory, (&) and is too well known to {tand in Need
of further Confismation.
" The Ambitious Prelates, therefore, could not long
fee Trinces enromb’d in Churches, and themfelves and
their Brechren fhut out, and carried out of the Walls
of the Cities, in no wife; but if Princes would ven-
ture to lye in the Porch, they would (and without
Prefumption too) venture into the Body of the Church,
and make their Graves at the very Alear, -~

Heavens, and extalling} themfelves above all Mankind;

- (a) Nullus mortuus intra Ecclefiam: fepeliatur, nifi Epifeopi
. gt Abbati, aut digne Presbyteri, vel fidelis Laici. ,Q 2. G Igg:
(b) Binnius.
*  Inet’s Hiffory of the Englifb Church.
Howel.
That
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- "That the Clergy clam’d a Right to be buriéd mn
the Churches themfelves, and difpofe of thit Privilege
to others for fuch Reafons as fhould move them there!
‘unto, appears from that very Council before cited of
Triburs Anno 895 5 for that Council was not altoge=
ther again{t burying in Churches, but they were res
folved to keep the Laity out, alledging; as a Reafon
of that Decreey (2) that the Ground being confecrated
-Was not to be polluted by Laymen.” y190h

PRINCES and ECCLESIASTICKS
having thus got into the Churches; the LAITY
thought themftlves hardly us’d, if they thould: be: ex=
cluded, they faw no Reafen why they mighe not
obtain the fame Favour, they thought that all Men
were equal in the Grave, that Deach was the mighry
Leveller; and if they were allowed 'to be Partakers of
the Benefir of the Church when living, they knew
no Reafon why they fhould be excluded when dead ¢
They look’d upon themfelves as God’s People; as well
as Princes and Clergy; and that for the Sake of the
People both Princes and Clergy were appointed; and
their Offices inftituted by Almighty God; they
thought the Priefts took too much uﬂﬁn them; = that
all the Congregation was holy, and therefore pleaded
for the fame Liberty and Privileges of Burial=Places
in Churches and Church=Yards as others had.

The greateft and wealthieft began firft, and were
admitted accordingly ; and if Friendfhip could not
purchafe that Favour, there was a Something elfe wouldy
namely, fome courteous Obligation which never meets
with a Denyal ; for Gratitude is a juft Debt, and but,
a reafomable Return ¢ And therefore the Council of
Voifon prudently provided, 4mw 442, that no Graves
thould be fold (4) in Churches; and that nothing

L]
(@) Nullus Laicus in Ecclefiz fepeliatur, Can. 17.
() De fepulturis € hominibus fepeliendis nibil wuneris exi-
gant ; nifi forte qui fepeliatur, vivens, jufferit Ecclefie, in cie=
jus atrio fepelitur, Can 3.

3 F z fhould
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fhould be demanded for burying in Churches, but that
that fhould be kindly received, which any Perfon thould
bequeath to the Clergy by laft Will, as a Legacy for
being buried in the Church or Church-Yard. They
would not be fufpected of felling Graves, they fcomn’d
to be brib’d for the Permiflion, but to be gﬁﬁg’d by
the irrefiftible Charm and Influence of a Legacy, that
went down well enough. And therefore our (4) Laws
decreed, that no Layman fhould be permitted to be
buried in Churches but fuch as had merited by good
Life, whereof the Clergy were to be Judges; and
what that good Life {ignify’d is eafily interpreted.

(a) Spelman V. 1. g451. C. 29. Docemus etiam ut nento
uempiam in Ecclefia fepeliat, quem non rc?ﬂmt ex vite probitate
eo placuiffe ut ex eo judicetur bujufmodi fepultura dignus.

And Tbid. 591. Né’mo in Ecclefia fepeliatur, nifi fonte talis

fit perfona facerdotis aut cujuflibet _i‘?ﬁ bominis qui per Vite
wmeritum, talem vivendo [uo corpori defunéto locum adguifivit,

A Second
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A Second Caufé of Eurying in Churches was
SUPERSTITION and ERROR,

T is certain, that the Devil, the E-
= | nemy to all Righteoufnefs, always op-
| pos’d the Gofpel of Chrift, and en-
deavour’d to deter Men from the
Profeffion of that Holy Religion by
Perfecutions, or betray Men mto Er-
rors contrary to the Truth of that
Religion, by Herefies : The for-
mer, namely Perfecution, proved vain, for the Blood
of the Martyrs was the Seed of the Church; but the
latter, Herefies, and Schifms, were the furer Bait, eafier
{fwallowed, and of more fatal Confequence; falfe Doc-
trines crept apace into the Church, and many of the
greateft Saints were tainted with them. And fuch' was
even the Depth of Satan’s Cunning, that he caus’d
Men to err, and be betray’d by the very Gifts of
Grace defign’d by Providence for Edification, and not
for Deftruction, namely, the Miracles and Wonders
that were done atr the Sepulchres of the Martyrs in
the primitive Times. |
For that many Miracles were perform’d, even by
the dead Bodies and Relicks of Chriftian Martyrs s
moft certain, and I might produce feveral Inftances
from the firft and Antiquity beyond Excep-
tion; but, to be brief, I fhall fumm up all the argu-
mentative Part, in the Words of St. Cyrif of _‘jffr;:fd-
ety




46  Superftition another Reafon of Cuavr. 11,

lem, (a) Amo 350, “ The Dead Man who was
<« thrown into the Tomb of Elifba, when he touch’d
¢ the Dead Body of the Prophet reviv’d; and the
¢ Dead Body of the Prophet did the Office of a
< living Soul; and thar which had no Life, gave Life
“ to hum that was departed, itfelf yet continuing a-
« mong the Dead : And why fo? Left if Elifba
¢¢ fhould have rifen, it might have been attributed on-
¢ ly to his Soul ; and to demonftrate, that in the Ab-
¢ {ence of the Soul, there is grear Virtue in the Bo-
¢ dies of the Saints, becaufe of thofe Souls that fo
¢ Jong inhabited and atuated thofe Bodies. Nor let
“ us-fondly diftruft the Truth, as if this could not
¢ be; for if Handkerchiefs and Aprons being with«
 out the Body when touch’d by the Sick,  freed
¢ them from their Infirmities, how much more might
¢ the Relicks of the Prophet raife the Dead 2 *

And as for Matter of Fa&t, St. Auflin gives us fe-
veral Inftances of thofe ftupenduous Productions. And
the Hiftory of St. Babylas, Bifthop of dutiech, who
was martyr'd, Ammo 252, and buried in the Daphnean
Suburb of that City, his Bones filencing the Oracle
of Apollo an Hundred Years after, mentioned by (¢)
Ruffinusy (d) Theodoret, (e) Sozomen, (f) Socratesy
and. other Chriftians; and alfo by (g) Libanius and
(h) Marcellinnus, Heathen Writers, and by (i) Fu-
lian the Apoftate himfelfy is moft worthy of Obfer

vatlon.

(#) Catech, C. 18, -

(5) Auftin Civitate Deiy Lib. 23. cap. 18,

(¢) Ruffin. Hiff. Lib. 10. cap. 35 -

(d) Theod. Lib. 3. cap. 9, 1o.

(e) Sozom. Leb. 5. cap. 18, 19.

(f) Socrat. Lib. 3. cap. 16. [

(g) Liban. Orat. de Templ. p. 155, Anno 360.

() Marcell. Hif. Lib. 22." Amiq 380, " "+ ' -

(i) Julian. Imp. Mifopog. p. 96, Anno' 360.° 1"
See Dr. Cave Apoft. Vit, Babyl. pag. 247+

K
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It would fwell thefe Pages beyond my Defign to
enlarge on this Subjeét. I fhall clofe this, therefore,
with the Words of (a) Jfidore the Pelufior, in Anfwer
to the Gemile Detractators. < If any Man be offend-
# ed that we honour the Duft of the Bodies of the
¢« Martyrs, for their ireat Love to Ged, and admi-
¢ rable Conftancy in the Faith, let him ask thofe that
« have been cured thereby, and underftand to how
< many Difcafes it has brought Remedy; fo fhale thou
¢ not only not deride what we do, but be encouraged
¢ to imitate us.”” : 2505

I muft add, that this great Truth is acknowledged
by that learned and modeft Writer among Proreffants,
(b) Hierome Zanchy, who fays, < That the primi=
¢ tive Votaries ufed to meet at the Tombs of the
« Martyrs on the Anniverfaries of their Sufferings,
“ where God wrought many Miracles, to teﬂjln?,
¢ that thofe his Servants were in Heaven, and to en-
« gage others to the like Refolution; and the Chrifs
¢ tians paid a Veneration to their Relicks.”

Now, though I freely confefs myfelf to believe
this, yet I as freely acknowledge, that I cannot be«
lieve all thofe Scandalous Lies and Impofitions which
the Roman Legends have impofed upon the World,
whereby they have deluded the poor People, and drawn
them into Admiration firft, and next into Adoration
of the Relicks, and pretended Relicks of the Saints.

* In the primitive Times, thefe Miracles, as Acts of
Divine Grace, were intended only for the Living, for
the healing of Difeafes of the Body, and curing In-
fidelity of the Mind : But afterwards, when Swper-

-

(«) Ifidor. Peluf. Lib. 1. Ep. 55. Anno 412.

Magna EF in exiguo Santtorum Puluvere Virtus. _
Paul. Natal. 9. S. Felic. p. 665.

(b) Zanch. de Redempt. Lib. 1. cap. 13, Th. 1. pag. 304.
Edit, Neoftad, Anno 1597,

f

Shition
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fition prevaild, and had inverted the Defign of thefe
Aés of Grace, the Deluding Priefts were refolved to
make the moft of them, and perfwaded the Peoples
that thefe Relicks had Influence on Body and Soul,
both of the Living and of the Dead; of the Living,
to ftrengthen their Faith, and cure them of their In-
fumities; and of the Dead, to felicitate the Souls de-
parted; and to prepare - the Body for a more glorious
and happy Refurrection : And therefore thele Relicks
were, by Command of (4) Gregory the Great Bifhop
of Rome, Anno 590, brought into the Churches, and
fet up in the moft Solemn Manner, enfhrined in Cafes
of Gold, fometimes fet up upon the Altar, or over
the Altar, and generally under the Altar, which made
living Men flock towards the Altars, and bury their
Dead there, in Hapes both might receive fome Benefit
from them. bot) .

Nay, the Bifhops themfelves carried on this Im-
pofhire to the greatelt Degree, and. promoted the Su-
perftition for the Sake of Lucre; for fome Spanifh
Bifhops in their Proceffions caufed the Relicks of Saints
to be hung about their own Necks, and being thus
adorned, were carried in Chairs by their Deacons to
be' fhewn to the People :  And the Bifhops, after the
Manner of Mountebanks, expofed the Relicks for
Cure of all Difeafes of Body and Mind, and made no
fmall Gain by them; for a Touch, or a Kifs of them,
could not be obtained without a valuable Confidera-
tion by the common People. This Pratice was for-
bid as {candalous, by the Council of Bracar, Anne
675 Can. 6.

The fecond (&) Council of Nice Decreed,i That
fuch Churches as had been confecrated without Re-
licks, fhould have Relicks depofited there, with So-
lemnity ‘of publick Prayer: But further, that no

(a) Greg. Ep. Lib. 9. Ep. 71,
(b) Szc. Concil, Nic, Cun 4. Amno 787,

Churches
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Churches for the future fhould be confecrated with-
out Relicks; and that Bifhops prefuming to confe-
crate without Relicks fhould be depofed. A Docs
tring, that in Time ler ¢ Thoufand Superftitions into
the Church, and dpen’d the Way to’ infinite Frauds
and Impoftures ; and fuch as the Blefled Saints themi-
felves, if they have any Khowledge of the State of
Things below, could not bat look upon witht the
utmoft Deteftation and Abliorrence. (4) = -
Bur that thefe Relicks might be ruade beneficial to'
the Deatt*as well a5 the Living ; the Do&rines of
Merits, Works of Supererogation, Purgatory, Inter-
ceflion of Saints, and the Invocation of Saints there~
on were invénted, and introduced at, and about that
very Time;' for, thefe Dottrines Weré neceflary to
obtain thofe Ends, namely, to gull the People of their
Maney. Ty , b
le People,  therefore, being perfivaded by the Cler<"
gy, and being willing to believe, that the Saints de-
parted had a Love for the Saints here below, and that
they pray’d for the Converfion of Simhers, and inter-
ceeded for them in Heaveri; and that their Remains,
their Bones and Afhes had Virtue to do as much Good
to the dead Bodies of Men, as their Spirits could to
the Souls of Men; the Sacred Relicks were as gree-
dily fought for, for the Good of the Dead, as ever
they had been for the Living before; and thereupon’
the neareft Grave to the Altar was eftézmed the moft
{ertuous, and confequently, to be purchafed at any
Rate. . 5
Add to this, that the Dofrine of the MASS was
invented much about the fame Time, (4) or followed
foon after, to compleat’ the Chear,” that is, to bring

(4) Dr. Inett’s H.Eﬂ&ry' of the Chiirch 5 Eng&ﬂa’,'ﬂfb;' e’
cap. 13. pag. 218.

(k) By the Council of Nice, Anno 787. Pafib.’ Rathhere,
Anro 844.

& SUPERS
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SUPLERSTITION to its Zenith, and perfet the
Defign of enriching the Coffers of the POPE and |
CLERGY. And this MASS (#) being exprelly
defin’d 1o be a Propitiatory Sacrifice for the Dead as
well as the Living ; the Souls of the departed were
not only the better for them, but the Bodies alfo, be-
ing thereby the better prepared for a glorious Refur-.
rection : And therefore, thofe Places where, or near
to which the Mafs was celebrated, were preferable to
all other, and no Colt was to be fpared for the ob-
taining fo great a Benefit. 5

(a) Amno 80, Gregory’s Mafs was introduced in the Stead
of Ambrofe, Concil. Trid. Sefl. 22, de Sacr. Miff. '
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GAIN and LUCRE.

s
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<O R Intereft is a prevailing Charm,
B 1,, what does it not tempt Men to? 1
@20 fhall not need to infift much on this
d b Bo7, || Point, becaufe this very Particular has
paesool in fome Degree, been touch’d at be-
el fore : I fhall only obferve, that the
=} Council of Psifor fhew'd a great deal
:- 35 o Wi].lianefs'”rq'maké' a Penny of
the People’s Credulty, although they would not be -
fecn in 1t; they liked the LUCRE, but difliked
the Name ; and therefore Graves fhall not be fold,
but a Handfome Legacy fhall not be refufed neither.
And fo what firft was a Dondtion, afterwards became
a Price; (a) what was firft 2 Gift, was then a De-
mand ; and a Rate was afterwards made ‘according
to. the Dignity of the Perfons, or'the Site of the
Ground, with Laws and Injunctions to enforce the
Demands.: . o . - "

In Charles the Grea’s Time, Ao 771, the (b)
Monks, who were ever forward in-all the Grimaces
and Appearances of Holincfs, which were likely to charm
the People, and to acquire Wealth, ran up and down
with the Bones, and other Relicks of the Saints; and
under that, Umbrage of this Kind of Zeal, ufing all
indirect Means to gain Wealth to themfclves, infomuch

(a) Dr. Comber, Part 4. on the Buvial of the Dead.
. (&) Dr. Inett, Part 1. Chap. 13, Engl. Hifl, pag. 219.

G2 that
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, that the Emperor tcok Notice of it, and forbid it :
(a) And this they did, in Order to get the Burial
of the Dead within their Cloifters, that they might
have the Benefit of the Oblations. (4) Thence we
hear in the middle Ages, both here in England, and
Abroad, fo much of Mortuarics, Oblations, Corfe-
Prefents, Gifts, Symbola Anime, and Pecunia Sepulchra-
lis, all which were firlt voluntary, but were after-
wards enforced ; for we have a Decree of Simon Afe-
pham, (c) Archbifhop of Camerbury, Anmo 1328. in
the Third Year of the Reign of King Edward the
Third, ¢ That they who endeavour to reduce Ob-
s¢ lations ro a certain fmall Sum, are denounced Ex-
¢ communicate by the grearer Excommunication ’till
< they make Sgtistaction.” And what heavy Burdens
the Clergy laid on the People in this Land for Obla-
tions, Mortuaries, and Fees for Burials, even to the
impoverifhing of them, may be feen in the Bifhop of
Linoln’s (d) Codex. '

I fhall end this Chapter, with the Obfervation of
Plazina, if his Authority may be relied upon, That
after Charics the Grear, and the fucceedin Emperors
had confer’d Wealth and Authority upon the Bifhops
of Rome, and had raifed Prelates to the Grandeur and
‘State of Princes, that the Bifhops and Clergy became
the moft ambitious and avaritious of all Men: And
from the Year 885, the Papacy fell into the Hands of
Men {o predigioufly wicked, as are no-where elfe to  +
be found in any Hiﬁcr;y of the World; and that the |
Condu¢t and Maxims of the Clergy were only to com=
mand Wealth, and make themfelves Mafters of the

Treafures of all the Princes in Enrope.

(x) Capit, Carol. M, Concil. Tem. 7. Col. 1186,
(b) Gibfon's Codexy Tit. 254 ¢ 24 o 543, -
(¢} Ibid. Tit. 30. c. 10. pe 739»

(d) Ibid. Tit. 3¢ co 124

e
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“This made Conrade, Abbot of Urfperg, Ammo 1215,
cry out, (4) < Rejoyce, Mother Romse, becaufe the
« Cataralts of Wealth are opened on the Earth, that
<« Rivers of Money may flow in great Plenty upon
<« thee ; Rejoyce over the Iniquities of the Sons of
¢ Men, which bring in fo much Profit to thee; Re-
s¢ joyce over the Difcords broke out of Hell to heap
¢« Money upon thee : Now thou haft what thou
¢« wert ever greedy of ;5 Now triumph, becaufe thou
¢« haft conquered the World, not by thy Religion,
« but by the Wickednefs of Men; for it is’ pot
¢« Confcience or Devotion, but Strife and Wickedunefs
¢« which bring Men to Rome.

(a) Gaude Mater noftra Roma, quoniam aperiuptur Cata-
yaite Thefaurorum in terva, ut ad te confluant vivi & aggeres
Nummorum in magna copia : Latare [uper iniquitate filiorunt
bominum, quoniam in vecompenfationem tantorum Malovum da-
tur tibi precaem : Focundave [uper Adjutrice tua Difcordia, quia
erupit de puteo Infernalis Aby[iy ut accumulentur 1ibi multa pe-
cuniarum premia. Hases quod [emper (itifti ; decanta Canti-
cum ; quia per malitiam bominum, non per twam Religionem
Ovbem wicifti 5 ad te trabit bomines non ipforum Devotio, ant
pura Confcientia, fed feelevum multiplicium perpetratio, & li-
tuunt decjﬁu pretio comparata.  Uriperg. Chron. pag. 307,
Edit. Bafil, Anno 1569,
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HHCOME now to the Third 1'-‘:11'-
tlmlar, to prove the Indec&n?r

Bugé in Churches, in"Re
: and the Incanvemence,
“in Refpect to Men.
The Indecency 15, in Refpet
to God ; the Church is his Houfe,
> and is not to be prophaned, nor
pcrllutf:d the Light of N.hure, as well as Revelation,
tear:hes us, to keep the Place of Divine Worfhip pure

and
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and undefiled, and by God’s own Precepts they have
been deem’d to be prophaned, by having the Car-

caffes of the Dead brought there; except we can be-

lieve, that the Carcafles of the Dead which polluted

the Temples before, can give them Confecration now,

which is inverting the Nature of Things ; and yer
fuch was the Superftition of Poperyy that they ferbid
any Churches to be confecrated, but what had Relicks
of Saints, or pretended Relicks of Saints in them. Bug

of this we have {poke before in Pages 15. and 48..
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 Health and Life endangerd by Burying in

Churches.

ACAASE HE bad Confequences of this Practice are

= Eae in R to the Living ; for it is an
¥ P& undoubted Truth, that the Corruption of

A BYS Dead Bodies interr’d in Churches may be
W communicated to the Living ; and that

many dangerous and fatal Diftempers may
be received from the Efffluvia of the Dead by fecrer
Communication, although the Stench be not perceived
by the Noftrils.

This Reafon the Gentiles gave why the Dead were
to be buried away from the Community of the Liv=
ing, namely, that the Cities and inhabited Places might
fot be infected by them. (4) And Pliny (b) {peak~’
ing of the Antient Way of burning the Dead, fays,
That they conceived, tﬁ’at by burning the Dead Bo-’
dies they avoided the Imfection that might be caufed
in' the Air by the Putrefaction of buried Carcafles.

And truly this was the Reafon of God’s Care, this
the End of thofe feveral Laws relating to Purity, cited
Page 12. It was not a meer Ceremonial Purity which
God aimed at by thofe Injunctions, no, God in his
great Wifdom and Goodnefs bad an Eye to the Lifey

(a) See Page 20.
(b) Plin, Lib. 7. cap- 54

and'
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and Regard to the Health of his People ; and thofe
Laws f}gthGod were grounded on the Foundation of
Nature, which we are now to confider., _

It cannot be denied that human Nature has a very

cat Power and Influence over its own Species, from
the Identity of Nature, being all of the fame Blood,
nay, this Power of Nature is {0 great, that a more
healthy and ftrong Conftitution may communicate Health
and Strength to another that is feeblé (4) and weak ; and.
daily Experience convinces us of this Operation of Nature:
Nerther is this a new Difcovery, for certainly this was
the Cale of David, who being decrepid and teeble, was
cherifhed by a“Eﬁr%in that lay in his Bofom. () .And
of what Benehit a hail young wet Nurfe has been to
4 confumptive lindgaﬁﬁling Conftitution many have
happily experienced. i i1 S 15
..So in like Manner, every Perfon has' the Law of
‘Death and Power of Corruption in his Body alfos
Whence we find, ‘that Perfons in a languifhing cons
fumptive Condition, may, and do communicate that
Corruption to others alfo with whom they converfes
if their Natures be not {trong. enough to swithftand
and overcome the Infection.  Thence we fee alfo, that
young Chidren lying with Aged People look pale
and wan, are fickly and pine, becaufe the Aged draw
from them. their Hear and Vigour, and transfufe into
them the Decays of their Nature, and therefore that
Cuftom ought to be avoided as moft pernicious to
.Children. e R _ phi .

The Power; and Influence of humane Bodies are
great, not only on their own Species, but on other.
Bodies alfo; for daily Experience tells us, that Coral
or Amber wore on a Woman’s Breaft, looks more
bright or dull, more vivid or languid, according to the
diﬂ‘g:renf Degrees of her Health.

B -F

(@ Sydénham Chap. 4. pag. 27, Edition of P-Ef%'p’,
Anno 1717, :
(b) 1 Kings 1 2.

H The



so  Superftition another Reafon of Cuap. 111,
- The Efluvia or Steams from our Bodies are conti-
nually flowing, and hang in the Air about us, and
are communicated to others that are near us; and ac-
cording as the Body is healthy or unhealthy, they are
noxious or innoxious. And this is the Foundation of
all Contagious Diftempers, fuch as Plague, Small-Pox,
Bloody-Flux, Tech, Spotted-Fever, and the like ; and
the Effluvia from Perfons thus aflicted may be re-
ceived by Healthy Perfons by the Noftrils, by the
Mouth, or the very Pores of the Body, and the
very Diftemper communicated by them. ¢ For [fays
(4) Dr. Quincy, |« When a Perfon is ill of a ma-
« lignant- Fever, as far as any Effluvia do exhale from
« that Perfon, fo far he may be faid to have round
¢ him a contagious and poifonous Atmofphere, be-
¢ caufe there tranfpire from him fuch Particles, as
<« will excite in other Animals, of like Conftitution,
¢ the fame fermentative Motion, as thofe to which
« they owe their Original. ”  And this 1s what 1s
called CONTAGION; For according to
Phyficians (¢) Contagion is a Defilement g_oing'%orth
from a fick Body, whereby a like Sicknefs 1s com-
municated to another Body that 1s qualified to receive
the fame.

Whatever the Nasure of that Defilement be, the
Steam, the Effluvia, the (¢) warvan, as  Hj
“erates calls them; the Scent, the Exhalations which
tproceed from infeted Bodies, they are the Caufe of

the fame Malady in other Bodies; for they are of the !

" Nature of Ferment, and when received mto the Blood
{er it in a Fermentation, and produce the fame Dif-
temper. e At

ta) Quincy’s Caufe and Cure of Pe®ilential Difeafes, p 51.
Aune 1921 : .
b+ Diemerb. de Pefilen. Lib. 1. Cap. 10, Seff. 1. Con-
tagiwm eft inguinamentum ab Agroto Corpore exiens, guo fi-
milis qﬁﬁ;:; aiteri Cordori Analogo communicatur.
(c) Hippocrates Lib. de Flat.

And}
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And: this Corruption, thefe Effluvia come forth frem
Bodies afflicted by infenfible Perfpiration through the
Pores of the Skin; and by Sweat, by Breath, Spittle,
Excrements, Pus from Ulcers, and the like :  And in
like Manner are reccived by the Noftrils, the Breath,
and the Pores of the Bedy. < For, [ fays Dr. (a)
« Hodges | the Peftilential Miafmata not only enter at
¢ the largeﬂ: Paffages, but alfo through the Pores of
¢ the Skin, even to the whole nervous Syftem, from
< whence they are communicated to all other Parts.”
This is plain, let a Man wipe his Hands in the {fame
Towel after another that has the Ttch, the Diftemper
fhall be communicated to him,-as well as by lying in
the fame Sheets after him, or by being in Bed with
him : Nay more, even the (&) Phryfick may be
communicated. “ For the Leven of the Ulcer com-
“ municates its Malignity by the Breath and the Spirtle,
« which infects the Lungs of found People, and dif-
<« pofes them to an Abfcefs and an Ulcer; for which
« Redfon we find feveral People, cfpecially Married
 Perfons, who give and receive this Difcafe from one
*¢ another.” And every one knows that a Bloody-
Flux may be caught by going to Stool on that fame
Place where the Excrements of {fuch a Patient have
been caft in before; for all Excrements partake (¢) of
the good or bad State of Health of the Perfon : And
that L venly believe was the Reafon of the Divine
Command among the Feaws, Deut. xxiil. 12, 13, 14.
Thon [balt have a Place alfo withont the Camp, whitber
thow [balt go forth abroad, and thow (balt have a Paddle
azﬂnﬂ thy Weapon 5 and it [ball be, swhen thon wilt eafe
thyfelf abroads thow [balt dig therewith, and [balt turn
back s and cover that which came from thee. God cer-

(a) Hodges of the Plague, p. 95, Quincy’s Edition, Anrie
I?:‘-I-

(&) Biblio. Anatom, Vol 2. pag. 635.

(¢) Excrementa Bgrorum cum fint Contagiofa facile quoffibet
tranfeuntes inficiupt. Diemerbergr. Lib. 2. cap. 3. Set. 5.

H 2 - tanly
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rainly confulted the Health of his People by this Ors
dinance, and not meer Ceremonial Purity only, but
he had a merciful Regard to their Health, that in fo
hot a Country they might not infe@ each other by
their Excrements. And from that Command, and the
inftin&k Law of Nature, the Antient Romass (4) en-
joyned, that at all Times the Streets of their City
thould be kept clean, and that’s the Reafon that n
Times of InfeGtion our Phyficians (4) advife, and our °
Magiltrates order a more than ordinary Care, to have
Streets kept clean from all Excrements, Mixens, and
other Nufances. '

" Bur what T chiefly infift on is, that this Corruption
cauf:d by Diftempers in human Bodies may, by thefe
Efluvia, which Eave the Power (¢) and Property of
the Diftempers in them, be carried through the Air,
and be conveyed to other Perfons at {ome Diftance,
'[thnug_h not (d) very grear]. This is evident in E-
pidemick Difeafes, and Times of Peftilence, that even
thofe Perfons that fhun the Sick, and avoid both their
Houfes, and them that vifit them, and are careful of
their Prefervation, are notwithftanding vifited : And
whence is this ¢ but becaufe the Corruption hangs in
(¢) the Air, and is drawn into the Body by the Nof-
trils, and then caufe the Head-Ach firft, and next, E-
pilepiies, Convulfions, and the like, before the Difs
temper difcovers itfelf 5 or elfe by the Mouth, and
15 fwallowed down with the Spittle, and () then caule

(@) Lex Pampinii F. C. ABdiles non jaermittm? neque in
plateas feveora, aut fordes projici, neque Cadavera, negme Cer-
dones pellinem fordes abftergere.
. (B) Ao 1665, Advice of the College af Phyficians at Lon-
don. Dw. Hodges, Page 206, ‘

(¢! Efflavia Corporum Pefte labovantium continent ipfam ma-
digni inguinamenti Peflilentis proprietatent, ac potemtiam. Di-
emerb. Lib. 1. cap. 10. Se#. 1. ;

_ (4 Dr. Mead on the Plague, Anno 1720. :
(¢) Diemerbrook Lib. 1. cap. 10, 11. de Peff. Dr. Mead.

Dr. Sydenham Se&. 2. cap. 2. pag. 59. Edit. 1717,
() Dr. Mead. ol

that
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that Naufeoufnefs and Vomitings which difcover the
Infection : And therefore, all Perfons, and thofe e-
fpeciall that tend, and come near the Sick are rightly
advifed to guard their Noftrils, and by no Means to
fwallow their Spittle, but {pit it out, left they fwal-
low that very Diftemper others labour under, and re-
ceive that Corruption, which may prejudice their Health,
if not deftroy their Lives, |
There is a very great Power in the Air to com-
municate and fet ’I{erard any Motion that is in it, or
any Thing that hangs in it. This is generally ifluf-
trated by a gentle Touch on the Trunk of a Tree
not heard by thofe that ftand by, which notwith-
ftanding, gives a great Sound, and is eafily heard by
thofe that are at t%e other End of the Tree throu {
that folid Body; or' dfc, by the Experience of the
fofteft Whifper conveyed by the hollow Surface of a
long Gallery at a very great Diftance: And alfo, by
two Lutes being fcrewed to an equal Heighth, and
an Hundred, or more Feet afunder; if any one be
touch’d, the other String, that anfwvers it {hall {peak,
though untouch’d, only by the trembling of the Air.
And if a Bit of Paper, or Chaff, be laid on a String,
touch the Stri Q:P the other Lute which anfwers to
it, and it will fhake and caft off its Burden. What
invifible Hand carries the Sound ¢ In the fame Man-
ner, the Air communicates Diftempers from one Bod
to another that is analogous, and of the fame Confti-
tution; as we fee one bleare Eye caufes another to
tear, and {o the Paffions of the Mind are likewife rai-
fed for a lafcivious Eye will ftir up that fame Paffion
in another, |
- What ftrange Effe@ts do we fece of Antipathy, or
natural Repugnancy ¢ Some Men have a natural Aver-
fion to fome Creatures, and how quick does it work
upon them through the Air, they that have an An-
tipathy to Cats, how foon are they fenfible of them,
and furprifed when they come near them, although
they fe¢ them not, and they be lock’d up from them,
R through

P
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thro’ the Miafmarta, or Particles that go forth from the
Cat, and hang in the Air, and are drawn in by the Scent;
they are uneafy, fweat, wax pale, and if they remove
not away {woon. Now other Perfons know nothing
of this, they are not concerned, and perhaps, may
laugh at this fecrer: Operation of Nature, this Anti-
pathy; when erha%s, they themfelves may ftartle,
and their Blood c¢hill (if they fuffer not' the fame
Things) at the Sight of a Spider, a Moufe, a Snake,
or, a Toad. : : B
All what has been faid is, as yet, of Perfons living
when the InfeCtion is not arrived to the higheft De-
of Corruption or Faulity ; but I come more
ﬁtr:ie to my Purpofe, and fay, that the Danger of In-
fection is [till greater, when the Corruption proceeds
rom DEAD BODIES, when the Corruption is at
the higheft, and fatal. Gard o
I very well know that Dead Bodies do not pres
fenely fend forth any Effluvia, but I am very fure it
is not long before they do, and when they corrupt
and flink, thofe Steems are fatal, and more or lefs {o,
according to the Diftemper ‘the Perfon dyed of, Di-
emerbrook_(a) 1s of Opinion, that a Body dead of the
Plague, while it is yer warm, is more infetious than
it was when living, and illuftrates.it by a Candle, the
Snuff of which is more offenfive when juft blown
out than when burning. And he adds, that the Corpfe
bemg quite cold is not infectious at all, but that
when it corrupts, which is not long, the Infection
crows much greater ; and that is the Reafon the Con-
tagion fprcads fo violent where the Funerals of the
Dead are delayed : As (b) Diodorus Siculs relates of
Arhens, and as we have lately feens dmmo 1720, at
Marféilles.  And (¢) Dr. Hodges tells us, that in the

(#) Diemerbroock de Pefte, Lib. 2. cap. 3. Seét. 12.
(6) Diodorus Siculus, Lib. 14.
\¢) Dr. Hodges’s Loimologia, page 108,



Caar. 1IL burying in Churches! 55

Laft Peftilence at Lowdon, Ammo 1665, the very Carcaf~
{es when dead would weep out, as it were, the mor-
bous Ferment both through the cuitaneous Pores and
the lachrymal Duéts of the Eyes. : '
Thefe Effluvia from the Dead naturally tend to de-
{troy the Life of others; and that is really the Rea-
fon Men naturally abhor the Sight or Touch of the
Dead, the natural Spirit' of Life is aftaid of a Dead
Body, and has an AEhﬁrrEnce of it; for a Dead Body
has a Scent, which is. the Steam that comes from it,
which is very difagreeable to Life, and - that even of
the pureft Corps; but muft be dangerous when the
Bedy labour’d under any vielent Diftemper. From
this natural Fear, humane Flefh being dead, feems to
be much colder to our Touch than any other Flefh
whatever, may, even colder than Ice itfelf' 3 nay more,
though a Dead humane Body be warmed before the
‘Fire, yet at our Touch we fhall perceive it cold; and
this proceeds from a natural Terrour we have, our Spi-
tits flying {from 1ts greateft Enemy Death, and fearing
Home Corruption fatal might be communicated from the
Dead to us. firs
Thele Efluvia of Dead Bodies,. being received, caufe
an Infection, ‘and upon the Infettion the Spirit is.
fcared, {tarts back and hides itfelf, but ftrikes a Ter-
ror on the Imagination, which conftantly works, and
too often falls under the Burden of the Apprehenfion,
and by fearing ‘of Danger falls into Danger: And
hence it is' (a) that the moft couragious and bold, in
Times of Epidemick Diftempers and Peflilences efcape,
while the timerous and fearful fall an cafy Prey to the
Contagion. : | &
Powerful is the Influence which the Effluvia of the
Dead have upon the Living ; for inftance, a Woman
dying of the Flux of the Lockes, T {peak 1t withali

(a) Sennertus Lib. de Pefle, C. 1. .
Diemerbrook Lib. 1. Cap. 8.'Seit. 9, 10:°
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the World « - If another Woman at the Time of her
Purgation come near that. Dead Body, Nature being
open, the may reccive fuch an InfeCtion from hery
namely, a continual Flux of Blood' that fhall bring
her to her Grave: Nay, a Woman fitting over the
Grave (thﬂuggl covered and clofed up) where fuchia
Woman was buried may receive (Nature being open)
the Infection ; and if, her Conftitution be fo ftrong
as to refift the Poifon from working that Way, it may
caufe a con Evily namely, a etual Sto ‘
and thence tggvulﬁﬂns, Epiffepﬁesﬁfp apours, B[;E:ge;"
nefs, Mifcarriages, and Apoplexies. And I am per-
fwaded, that was a principal Reafon why God prohi-
bited Women at thofe Times to come into the Con-
%regatinn, that 1{1;? fhould not infect one another 3
ce Page 12. whence is it that fo many Wo-'
-men among us grow fick and faint in the Churches,
not {o much from any Indifpofition of their own, but
from the Stenches they meet with there which have
that Effect upon them, which work by the fecrer
Way of Nature, although not perceptible by the Nof=’
trils. :

Truly, the Stenches of Dead Bodies, when thfg;‘r
begin to ‘corrupt, are exceeding hurtful to the Health
of the Living, and deftructive of Life too. And that
I verily believe was the principal Reafon why God
would not fuffer any Perfon that was executed to con-'
tinue unburied, Demt. xxi. Verles 22, 23. If a Man
have committed a Sin worthy of Death, and he be to be *
put to Dearh, and thow hang him upon a Tiree, bis Body
fhall not vemain all Night mpon the Tree, but thon [balt
in any wifé bury bim that Day ( for be that 4s banged is
accurfed of God ) thar thy | be nor defiled. God
mercifully confidered, that the Dead Bodies might foon’
corrupt in fo hot a Country; God knew the fecret.
Powers of Nature, and his infinite Wifdom under{tood
that that Corruption might be of fatai Confequence to
the Living, and therefore, in Compaffion to the Liv=

mg,-*
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ing, he would prevent any Mifchief that might ‘befall
them from the Dead. Fo Ly e R,
- How very cont to this, is the Cuﬁom’, among
Chriftians, of HANGING, OFFENDERS
in CHAINS, to drop from the Gallows: ~And
I heartly with, that our Governours, (and with all
good Manners and Refpect to them, and due Defe-
rence to their high Scation be it fpoken) I heartily
wifh, that they would be pleafed to confider of what
bad Confequence this is, or may be. . e ]

How many Perfons, cfpecially Women with Child,
have been fcared and furprized at fuch Speétacles ; and
how many have mifcarried thirotigh the abominable
Scent they have received pafling by thofe Places wherg
Malefactors hang. And of how bad Confequencé it
might be; fhould God vifit this Land with Epide-
mick Diftempers, or Peftiletice, when through the
Corruption of the Air, almoft every Malady .t‘_}.llms
peftilential, " and every feetid Stink receives the Poi ong
and becomes the Infection of the Plague. (4) |,
~As for the End to deter others from the Offences;
if the Execution do not that, neither will the Hang-
ing in Chains ; and Experience has taught ts, that
hardned Sirmers have made a Joke of th{gﬁ hanged up,
and have not doubted either to rob under the Gal~
lows, or even of drefling the Gallows in Mourning:
But I ask Pardon for this Digreflion, and returh to my
Subject. : PO

k;]f' the Effluvid and Stenches from Dead Bodiés dre
fo inféctious; and of fuch faral Confequences when iri
the open Al iv is an eify Matter to ghefs whar they
muft be in Chiirches and Church-Yards, where grea:
Numbers are buried promifcuoufly of all Sorts of Dif~
tempers 3 and many 18 fuch Cuﬂ{nsras hardly hold to+

(4) Mindererus dé Pefle, C. z. 2
Dimnerbrquk Lib. 1. C. 6. Sedl, 5.
Dre Hodges’s Editiony, 1721, Page 26¢
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53 Superftition another Reafon of Cumar.TL

gether, and are not clofe enough to contain the Pur-
sations of the Bodies, as T have too often feen, even .
ﬁfc-re_ they were buried. . But e:{;Becia]ly. whar muft
they be in Churches, which are {eldom open’d, and
where no Air can blow through to difperfe the Va-

urs that continually arife from the Graves. ¢ For
« that Peftilential Particles are difperfed :1' Winds is
« moft () certain, thofe that are penned up there-
« fore, and fuffer’d to ftagnate in the Air in the
¢ Churches, certainly muft be, at leaflt, may be of
moft fatal Confequences.” And that is certainly the
Reafon why Phyficians advife, (4) ¢ That in Time
¢« of Peftilence they fhould not bury in Churches;
« and that Churches fhould be firft fmoaked before
<« the Congregations aflemble.

An OB FECTION Anfvered.

If it be faid, That there can be no fuch Danger
of InfeGtion, becaufe the Pavements in Churches are
laid clofe again, and that great T'omb-Stones will pre-
vent fuch Effluvia or Stenches to arife. - I take Leave
to anfwer, that upon Examination, this Objeétion has
no Force in it, and indeed is nothing at all.

- For, Firft, It is impoflible that the Pavements can
be made good again prefently, for the Earth is

rally let alone awhile to fagg or fettle, as the Work-
men exprefs-it; and if theggrﬁund be ramm’d down,
it muft take up fome Time before it be clofed : And
if we confider, that Bodies are generally kept four,
five, or more Days before they are buried, they muit
needs be i full Ferment, and at the Heighth of Cor<

ruption before the Pavement can be enclofed upon
them.

(a) Ibid. Page 205,
(b) College of Phyficians at London, Adunio 1665,

y | Bue



Cuar. L - burying in Churches. So
~ ‘But befides, while are open in Churches,
are there no Steems fromfother Corpfes formerly bu-
tried there, befides thofe to be depofited, that may
arife, and prove prejudicial.  And fuppofe a Grave,
wherein 'a Man dead of a Peftilence was laid, be o-
pened again for another Corpfe after a Month or two,
may not the opening of fuch a Grave be the Occa-
fion of caufing fuch a Dreadful Contagion, as may
prove fatal to gl‘l:n::nufami:r. of People.

‘What amazing Inftances do we find in Hiftory, of
Vaults that have been open’d, and peftilential Stenches
that have fuddenly killed the Workmen, and all that
were near within the Reach of the Defiroying Blaft ;
how Air penn’d up in fuch Plices, let loofe has burft
forth with Violence, and carried Death along with it
wherever ‘it came.  Hiftorians (2) have given us
moft melancholy Accounts of this Kind ; but not de-
figning to fwell thefe Pages, T refer to the Authors :
And hence it 15, that in Places infeted with Pefti-
lence the Churches are often fhut up, and Divine Ser-
vice negle¢ted, for Fear of the Contagion, from the
Effluvia arifing from the Graves: And the Danger of the
Contagion mult neceffarily be greater in our Churches,
than thofe in Popifh Countries, becaufe their Churches
are at all Times fumigated by Incenfe, and Lmngs con=-
tinually burning, which may, in fome Degree, deftroy
the Vapours, which our Churches have not.

(a) Diemerbrook de Pefte, Lib. 2. Cap. 3. Seid. 12, &
Selt, 20.

Ambrofius Pareus Lib. 10. Cap. 13.
Sabellicus Lib. 9. En. 5.

Jo. Wolfius Tom. 1. Led. Memorial. Cent. 10.
Agricola de Pefte, Lib. 1.

Ammianus Marcellinus Hif. 73.
Trincavelle Lib. 3. Concil. 17.

Quincy’s Effay, P. 12, 13,

1z Again,



L’g’_l::; Superftition another Reafon, &c. Cuar. ITL
Again, I further mfwer,HEhat it is a_Miftake, that

‘any Pavements, or Tomb-ies, can prevent any Ef-
fluvia or Stenches from afceMing : is no Stone
or Mortar {o clofe but has Pores fufficient; for thofe
Fxhalations ; witnefs the hardeft Marble gf{ring; or
breathing out againft wet Weather : Pray whence comes
that Vapour / Whence does it arife ¢ It falls not cer-
tainly through the Tiles, or Roofs of Churches, or
through feveral Stories in Houfes in dry Weather; no,
it afcends from: the Earth, it rifes from the Ground,
and comes through the Pores of the Stone, and fuch
as it is, pure or impure, as the Nature of fuch a Soil
can be, that is filled with Dead Bodies which dyed of
all Sorts of Diftempers. |

The hardeft Flint will imbibe Water, -and the hard-
eft Tomb-Stone laid in a River will be foked through,
though it {well not like a Sponge, yet has Pores e-
nough for Water to run through, or for Vapours,
Steems, and Stenches to be exhaled through, '

PR 1 LLJ b
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The CONCLUSION.

“2|AVING therefore proved, That the
=] BURYING of the DEAD in
e 1 %l CHURCHES and CHUR CH-
s acparl YARDS may be prejudicial  to the

PR Gt
7 __—,_":‘L-'—_Ij LIVIN G, and._Experienc? l}ﬂwﬂlg

fliewn that it has been fo; nay more, fince it is «cer-
tain, that the Praétice is contrary to all Nations in the
World, is of late Invention, begun through Pride, im-
roved rflition, and enconraged for Lucre: ‘And
’hnc& if} issgfl:-certain alo, _tha:%t Ei:’nr be of no Ser-
vice in the Adminiftration of Holy Things, no Ads
vantage to Prayer, no Benefit to Preaching, no-Ad-
dition to the Sacraments : In a Word, no Good in
the World can be expected from ity but only great
Inconveniences may be feared, it is moft humbly offered
to the CONSIDERATION of our SUPE-
RIOURS, Whether it might not be proper, for
the Good of Mankind, that Burial-Places be appointed
abroad from Cities and Towns, and the Burying in
Chutrches and Church-Yards be utterly forbid. |

For, if there be no Danger in the Pratice; why
do Phyficians, in Time of Infection, difwade People
from burying there, and from living in Houfes near
adjoyning to Church-Yards, (4) and even from go-
ing through Church-Yards, for Fear of Infection ?
And if there be that Danger, 1s it not reafonable to
prevent it :

. (2) Zoar a moft Antient Pbyfician bas laid down this Rule.
Peflimum eft tempore Peftis habitare in locis Mortuorum
Monumentis propinquis.  Diemerb. Lib. 2. Cap. 3. Seét. 12..

GOD
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62 The Conclufion.

'~ GOD grant that the Peftilence now abroad may
never come near this LarM. May infinite Goodnefs
preferve this Nation in Health and Profperity. But is
it not equally incumbent on our GOVERNOURS
(with all due Refpect be it offer’d) to prevent, at
leaft, to endeavour to prevent other Sicknefles at Home,
as to prevent that moft Terrible one from being brought
to sus from Abroad. W E have Reafon tonge thank-
ful for the good |Care of His MAJESTY, fignified
in ithe 'lalt A¢t of Parliament, for preventing the'Con-
tagion of the Peflilence, bearing Date, Feb. 10, 1720.
And might it not betin fome Degree beneficial, that
fuch Funeral<Places were appointed whence rio Mifchief
could enfue. 'z o 0 ot olHET
-+ Surtly Chriftians.may be buried ‘with the {ame De-
¢ency and Ruites; with the fame ‘and Grandeur
i other ‘Grounds, 2s in ‘Church-Yards and Churches.
And «we find, thatin igreater Cities, ‘a8 London, where
Neceffity has forced them to 'losk for Burying-Places
at a Diltance from 'the Town, there is no Seruple ‘of
burying in them, iand by ‘an A& of Parliament, 'fuch
a Pra¢tice might beintroduced, and made univerfal for
- As Funeral-Places are not to be fought after fuper-
fitioufly; fo neither are they to be contemned. (&)
Thofe Gentiles that defpifed a Decent Funeral feemed
to have fhook off Humanity. There was neither good
Senfe mor Prudence in the Anfwer of Tlheodorsus the
Philofopher to Lyfmachus, who had threatned to hang
him. Scare, fays he, your Noble Men with Hanging,
for it 15 all one to me, whether I rot in the Airs or in
the ‘Gropnd. ~And Disgenes his Expreflion was lictle
better, That he car’d not if the wild -Befs fhould eat
him : Nor that of .waxagoras, That he-valued not
bow, or where he was buried, for the Way to Hell &
equally near 1o all Comntries. byl

() Hoornbeeck. Pag. 310,

The
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Thﬂ Sﬂlpm tEIl s, Thﬂl’. .H;"l l& a l‘l‘dgmﬂﬂtr to
want a Decent Funeral, (@) and the Light of Nagure
§)) has alfo judged it a Mark. of Difhonour to' the

eceafed : But if it cannot be obteined, as in ﬁ]jk
Times of Pelﬁmtlun n nm,l-twe Church, the
Chriftians were not cuncemﬂcf or how thq
were interred. . Chrifbians. need not be anmus about a
Grave, (6) th know that Nature buries, the Dead 3
and that natural Rehgmn taught Men not to deny the
Rites of Sepulture, even to Enemies. Nayy the pris
mitive Chrdhal? braved their Peiféeutors (&) .with
the Contempt of a Grave : For Minstins Febix fayss
() « We Fea: no Hurt from any Grave, bue'defie
« to retain the moft Antienr “and mof¥ Decent Cufe
« tom of Burials; but if we cannor obtain that; we
<« Chriftians ﬂimﬂd joyn. with: Monica (f) ‘the Mo-
<« ther of St. ..a:i'tﬁm, who dying out of her Country
¢ charged her Children not to be uncafy about her
<« Body, but to bury it where they could, for no
¢ Place is far from God ; and no Fear but God will
« find me to rafe.me at the hit Day.”

Can(ecratmg of Grounds for Burial is not of
Antiquity. All the firft Chriftians, for Four Hundred
Years at the leaft, were buried in Burial-Places of the

feveral Nations where they dwelt, at leaft, not in

Grounds fet apart in fo folemn a Manner ; and in this
Land there was no Conlfecration ’till the Days of St.

David, Archbifhop of Menew, who is ﬁuci to have
lived 145 Years; and introduced that Ceremony here.

(a) Ecel. vi. 3. 'Llf Ve 25. JEramil. 17 Jer. viii. 2:
(b) Val. Patere. Lab 3.
Val. Max. L:-Er
(¢) Nec tumulum Cura _ﬁrpsht Natura relittos,
- - - - Ne hoftes quidem Sepulturam invident.
(4) Auguft. Civit. Dei, Lib. 1. Cap. 12.
(e) In D&ama, Anno 220,
(f) Auguft. Conf. Lib. 9. Cap. 11. Nibhil inquit longe eff &
Deo, neq; timendum eft, ne ille .::gﬂaﬁ:# in fine feculi unds me
refufcit & Anno 389 at Oﬁm in Imly

And
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