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PR E-F 8 . C B

HE Author of the follow-

ing fheets, for {fome years,
has been conneé&ed, in the praice
of his profeflion, with Mr. Wa-
then ; to whom he is intirely in-
debted for whatever may be
thought an improvement, in thofe
branches of furgery which are
here confidered : and it is with
the full confent and approbation
of that gentleman, that thefe re-
marks are {ubmitted to the judg-
ment of the public.

The majority of the cafes came
under the Author’s own infpec-

tion
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tion, and were committed chiefly
to his management ; as will ap-
pear by the form of the narrative.
With them might have been
united a very confiderable num-
ber of others; but thofe, which
are inferted, were thought, by
Mr. Wathen, to be fully fuff-

cient.

After all that can: be faid, or
written on the fubject ; {o great is
the variety in the appearance of
thofe diforders, and the {ymptoms
attending them, that ample {cope
will ftill be left for exercifing the
judgment, with regard to the ne-
ceflary variations in applying the
remedies propofed : though it is

hoped, this alfo will be ren-
dered
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dered lefs difficult, by what will

be found in the defcriptions given
of the different nature and treat-
ment of the cafes annexed.

Walbrook,
Feb. 2, -178e.
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REMARKS, &c

INTRODUCTION.

M O N G the various diforders to
which the human body is liable,
inflammation feems to be one of the moft
confiderable ; as is apparent from obferv-
ing the immediate and dire& influence
which it has, in preventing or obftructing
the neceflary action of the parts affected
by it: and in no cafe is this more evi-
dent than in the Ophthalmy, or Inflam-
mation of the eyes; which, in every de-
oree of it, is found, in fome meafure, to
impair the fight; and, in not a few in-
ftances, has rifen to fuch a height, as en-
tirely to deftroy it.
My defign in the following pages is—
firft, to lay before the reader fome obfer-
vations on this complaint~—then to treat

B of
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of a diforder, which more direétly affetts
the eye-lids, and which I have diftin-
guithed by the name of the Pforophthalmy
~and afterwards to add a few remarks on
the Purulent eye, to which new-born
children are peculiarly {ubjeét.

To enable us to judge more clearly of
thefe diforders, it is neceflary to under-
ftand fomething of the ftructure of the
eye and its appendages: a brief account
of which is therefore prefixed, referring
the reader, for a fuller and more particular
defcription, to thofe anatomical authors,
who have profeffedly treated on this fub-
ject.

A brief
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A brief Defcription of the Eye, and
715 _ffppeﬁa’agas.

HE globe of the eye is compofed

of three tranfparent humours,

which, from their fuppofed refemblances,

bear the feveral denominations of the

aqueous, the chryftaliine and the vitre-
ous.

Thefe humours are contained in three
proper coats, or tunics, called the Sclero-
tica, the Choroides, and the Retina ; be-
fides which, there is another, common to
the globe and eyelids, called the Con-
junctiva,

Of the proper coats, the Tunica Scle-
rotica is the outermoft. This, in the pofte-
rior and far greater part of its circumfe-
rence, is white and opaque ; but, in the
anterior, is tranfparent, and takes the
name of Cornea.

The Tunica Choroides is fituated on
the infide of the Sclerotica, between it

B 2 and
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and the Retina. It is ftrongly attached
to the Sclerotica, round the margin, where
the Cornea begins ; whence it paffes on,
and becomes vifible through the tranfpa-
rency of that coat, This part of the
Choroides is called Iris, being of va-
rious colours in different perfons; and
in its center, is a round perforation,
to admit the rays of light, called the
pupil.

The Sclerotica and Choroides are well
fupplied with blood veffels; particularly
the laft ;: the ramifications of which, when
well injeted, appear to be wonderfully
convoluted.

The Retina, or internal coat, appears to
be an expanfion of the medullary part of
theOptic nerve, being a white, thin mem-
brane, of a very foft and tender texture.
It lies immediately behind the vitreous
humour, round which it is continued to
the borders of the chryftalline, and is ge-
nerally believed to be the immediate feat
of the {enfe of vifion,

The
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The globe of the eye refts in the orbit,
upon a large body of adipofe membrane;
and is moved in different direGtions, by
four firaight, and two oblique mufcles.
Five of thefe take their origin from the
bottom of the orbit; the inferior oblique
alone arifing from its edge : and they are
all continued forward, to be inferted by a
tendinous expanfion into the anterior part
of the Tunica Sclerotica ; which expan-
fion, having a white colour, has acquired
the name of Tunica Albuginea.

The Tunica Conjunétiva is a thin tran-
{parent membrane, which lines the inner
furface of the eyelids, and, at the edge of
the orbit, has a fold, and is continued for-
ward, over the anterior half of the globe
of the eye. It is exterior to all the other
coats of the eye, and connected with the
Tunica Albuginea, by means of a cellular
fubftance; from which it may eafily be
feparated, in the dead fubje&, by diffe&ion.
Though, in afound flate, it contains only
the ferous part of the blood, it is, not-
withftanding, extremely vafcular; as is

B3 proved
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proved by injettions, and alfo by the in-
flammations to which it is liable. Ac-
cording to Winflow, it is perforated by
innumerable and almoft imperceptible
pores.

The vafcular ftate of this coat appears
to be much greater, in that part which
lines the infide of the eyelids, than in that
which cdvers the eye; and its continu-
ance, from the eyelids to the eyes, is of
great ufe to prevent the ill confequences
which might otherwife enfue from the
infinuation of extraneous bodies between
them.

The tears are fecreted by a conglomerate
gland, called Glandula Lachrymalis, which
is fituated in a {fmall deprefiion of the or-
bital procefs of the Os Frontis, near the
outer angle of the orbit; from which
they are poured out by f{mall duts, and
continually {pread over the furface of the
eye, to keep it clear and tranfparent. They
pafs from the eye, through two minute
orifices, at the inner angle, called the
Pundta Lachrymalia, which open into a

{fmall
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fmall bag, called Sacculus Lachrymalis 3
and this bag is continued thence, through
a bony channel, and opens immediately
into the nofe.

The little red body, obfervable at the
great or inner angle of the eye, is called
Caruncula Lachrymalis. It was thought
to be the fecretory organ of the tears, un-
til a more accurate difle@ion difcovered
the true gland at the oppofite angle. Some
have fince fuppofed, that it fecretes an oily
humour, like that iffuing from the {mall
glands on the infide of the eyelids; but, in
falt, we feem to have acquired no certain.
knowledge either as to its ftructure or ufe.
It may be faid to dire& the tears into the
Puncta Lachrymalia ; and, in that office,
1s much affifted by a reduplication of the
Tunica Conjunitiva, which has been
called Valvula Semilunaris. This valve
is to be feen plaineft, when the eye is turn-
ed toward the nofe. It is fituated clofe to
‘the Caruncle; and is fhaped like a eref-
cent, with its points inclined to the

Puncta Lacrymalia.
B 4 The



'The fituation and figure ‘of the eyelids
are too obvious to need defcription. They
hang like veils or curtains before the eyes;
and are furnifhed with mufcles, capable
of very quick motion, to defend the eyes
from thofe injuries, to which their fitua-
tion might expofe them. The firutture
of the eyelids is of the Reticular kind; and
they are very eafily diftended by accident
or difeafe.

The edge of each of the lids is princi-
pally formed by a thin cartilage, called
Tarfus; which is adapted to the fhape and
roundnefs of the eye. The lower edge of
the fuperior cartilage, and upper edge of
the inferior, meet each other; and are
termed the ciliary edges.

It deferves notice, that thefe cartilages
do not terminate in a line, like the fharp
edge of a knife ; but rather flat, like the
back of it; forming two edges, one ex-
ternal, and the other internal. When the
eyes are fhut, the external edges meet:
but the internal are preferved at a {mall
diftance from each other; leaving a gutter

or
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or groove, through which the tears are
fuppofed to pafs from the Lachrymal
gland to the Pun&a Lachrymalia, while
we are afleep.

It thould alfo be remembered, that the
Cilia, or eye-lafhes, arife out of the ex-
ternal edge of the termination of this
cartilage ; and on the internal, at an evi-
dent diftance from them, is a line of {fmall
orifices, which are the excretory duts of
{mall glands that lie on the inner furface
of the Tarfus, and are called Glandulz
Ciliares, vel Meibomii. The ufe of thefe
glands is to fecrete a febaceous matter,
fimilar to foft wax, which conftantly co-
vers the edges of the lids, and keeps them
fupple.

The above fhort account of the eye, and
1ts appendages, feems to contain all that is
neceflary to a right underftanding of the
following remarks.

of
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Of the Ophthalmy.

HE term Ophthalmy is generally

ufed to exprefs=—an inflammation

of that part of the Tunica Conjunétiva,
which covers the globe of the eye.

It has before been obferved, that the
Tunica Conjunctiva is a tranfparent mem-
brane, and receives its white colour, in a
ftate of health, from the Tunica Albu=
ginea, which lies immediately behind it
but, notwithftanding this tran{parency, it
is proved to be vafcular by the inflamma-
tions which fometimes attend it; during
the continuance of which, thofe vefiels,
which naturally admit only the finer
lymphatic parts of the blood, are enlarg-
ed, and becomes vifible, by the intrufion
of the red particles.

The Ophthalmy is found in very diffe=
rent degrees. It fometimes occupies only
a part of the globe of the eye; but, in

common, it extends itfelf over the whole.
It
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It may be fuperficial, affeéting the Con-
junétiva only ; or fo deep as to reach the
Sclerotica and internal coats. In general,
the Conjun&iva does not appear to be
much thickened : but fometimes its mem-
branous appearance is entirely deftroyed,
and its projection caufes the Cornea to ap-
pear deprefled and funk in the globe.
When the Ophthalmy is in this ftate, it
is, for the moft part, accompanied with
violent pain; and is defcribed in many .
books under the name of Chemofis.

The pain, however, 1s not always in
proportion to the appearance of the Oph-
thalmy. In many cafes, where the in-
flammation feems to be of the flighteft
kind, the agony is almoft infuppertable ;
efpecially when the eye is expofed to the
light: and in fome others, where the in-
flammation appears to be moft violent, the
uneafinefs is fo trifling as {carce to be men-
tioned, though the eye be conftantly open
and uncovered.

Whatever the degree of inflammation
‘may be, it will, in general, be found that

5 light
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light is offenfive to the eye; and in order
to avoid the pain which it occafions, per-
fons, who labour under this complaint,
are frequently obferved to keep their eye-
lids (hut.

For greater fecurity in this refpe, as
well as to prevent the motion of the eye,
fome have practifed the injurious method
of binding comprefies, or plaifters, tight
over the eyes, which, by confining the
tears, add to the irritation ; and, by their
preflure, increafe the obftrution in the
minute veflels on which they act. Inftead
of this, I would recommend the ufe of a
pafteboard hood, or bonnet, to be worn at
a greater or lefs diftance from the eyes, as
the particular cafe may require: and, if
this is infufficient to prevent their being
hurt by the light, the patient muft fub-
mit to the confinement of a room, where
little or none enters.

But it muft not be fuppofed that the
accefs of light is the only caufe of pain.
Inftances are common, in which, though
the light 1s excluded, the fufferings of the

5 patient
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patient are continual and exceflive, from
acute pains, which dart through the eye to
the back part of the head. This may be
the effe& of a lefs, as well as greater, de-
gree of inflammation ; and fuch fenfations
always indicate much danger of the lofs
of fight.

In fome cafes, the patients conftantly
imagine that they fee black fpecks, or
points, move before the pupil; which
fymptom 1is often obferved to come on
after the more violent ones are abated.
Like the former, it is a frequent forerun-
ner of the Gutta Serena; and is generally
accompanied with fuch a fixed ftate of
the Iris, as renders it incapable of con-
tracting or dilating,

During the continuance of the inflam-
mation, fmall ulcers are often formed
upon the Cornea; which, being firft cauf-
ed by it, ferve afterwards to increafe it,
and render the cure more difficult. Thefe
ulcers generally heal in a depreffion, which
is a great impediment to the fight ; cauf-

ing
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ing objeCts to appear as if they were feen
through crinkled glafs.

Small abfcefles are alfo fometimes form-
ed between the lamina of the Cornea;
which, inftead of difcharging their con-
tents, harden into white opaque fpecks,
and, according to their fize, either par-
tially ‘or totally, prevent the entrance of
the light. If the fpecks are fuperficial,
they may wear off in a courfe of time;
but if they penetrate through the whole
thicknefs of the Cornea, they do not feem
to admit of any remedy.

T he caufes that produce the Ophthalmy
are various,

It frequently comes on in the moft
fudden and unexpected manner, without
any preceding or concomitant illnefs.
When it happens in this way, the com-
mon people call it a blaft in the eyes : and
it feems to proceed from fome peculiar
property in the air which furrounds us.
Likeotherepidemicaldifeafes,itoftenaffetts
a whole neighbourhood at the fame time ;
as was the cafe during the fummer 1778,

at
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at Newbary in Berkfhire, and in feveral
of the camps, where it was known by the
name of the Ocular Difeafe.

Blows on the eye, according to the
force with which they are given, may
bring on very different degrees of inflam-
mation. If {light, the effe&ts are moft
commonly of fhort duration ; but if vio-
lent, a confufion in the coats and humours
often takes place, and, in confequence of
it, 2 blindnefs which appears to be incur-
able,

Wounds and punétures: are attended
with confequences equally pernicious.
When they are made with fwords, knives,
or inftruments of a form fimilar to them,
they generally glide in between the globe
and orbit, pierce the Conjunéiva, wound
the cellular membrane that fuftains the
eye, and, if continued onward, penetrate
into the brain itfelf ; producing the moft
dreadful head-achs, inflammations, ab-
{ceffes, and fometimes immediate death -
but if the mifchief is done with needles,
-pins, or fharp-pointed inftruments like
them,
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them, they are more apt to pierce the
clobe, and are attended with the total and
immediate lofs of fight.

Foreign bodies entangled in the eye are
another common caufe of inflammation.
Thefe, during their continuance, caufe
great pain, and an inability to move the
lids. They alfo excite an increafed fe-
cretion of tears; the flow of which is, in
general, {ufficient to remove them : but if
it fails, the lids muft be held open by the
finger, and the patient defired to look to-
wards the fide oppofite to that wherein
the extraneous f{ubftance lies; when, if
{mall, it may be wiped off with wet lint
on the point of a probe. If there is reafon
to fuppofe that more particles than one
are in the eye, it may be neceflary to fend
a ftream of warm water over it by means
of a {yringe; or to fix an eye-cup on the
lids, filled with that, or fome other mild
liquor. The cup being fhaped exactly to
the part, will permit the lids to be opened
or thut at pleafure, whilft the eye is im-
merfed in the fluid which the cup contains.

If
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1f the adhéfion of the extraneous body
to the Cornea is {o ftrong, as to refift thefe
attempts to remove it; authors recom-
mend that it be carefully feparated with the
point of a lancet. But previous to this, it
is advifeable to make ufe of a thin blunt-
pointed fcoop, fomething larger than a
common probe ; which has this advan-
tage over the lancet, that it will not
wound the Cornea, and confequently will
leave no fcar that might be afterwards an
impediment to the fight. '

I have met with a few inftances, in
which, fmall pieces of iron, having acci=
dentally fallen into the eye, continued
there for feveral days; after which, a
fuppuration has taken place round them,
which has feparated their attachment, and
they have dropped out of their own ac-
cord. But, in general, it muft be very
unfafe to truft to the operation of nature
in fuch cafes; for the continuance of
thefe, or of any fubftances, in the eye, even
for a fhort time, is likely to bring on in-

2 flammations
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inflammations of the moft violent and in-
jurious nature.

The {mall-pox and meafles are two
other frequent caufes of the Ophthalmy.
In the former, the face often fwells,
the eyes redden, and the eyelids are clo-
fed for a confiderable time, by the gluti-
nous matter which lodges on their edges.
At the fame time, a thick humour colles
between the lids and the globe, which
irritates, inflames, and fometimes ulce-
rates the Cornea. In the meafles, the
eyes are always affected; and the tears,
which flow in an increafed quantity, feel
remarkably hot, and painful to the patient:
but, in both thefe diforders, the more fre-
frequent and lafting mifchief is done to
the eyelids, as will be particularly re-
marked in the next fection.

The inflammation of the eyes may alfo
be juftly efteemed one, among the variety
of bad effects which refult from a fcrophu-
lous habit; being frequently found in
company with enlargements of the {ub-
maxillary glands, thicknefs of the lips,

and
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and other certain {ymptoms of that dif-
order: but thefe kinds of Ophthalmy, like
thofe laft mentioned, are, in general, pre-
ceded by, and attended with, a difeafe of
the eyelids, which is properly glandular,
and will be the fubje& of a feparate
chapter.

The venereal difeafe is produced by fo
aftive a poifon, that when it has once
entered the habit, no part can be faid to
be exempt from its malignant influence.
I have feveral times {een the eyes inflamed
from this caufe; and when it happened,
the cafes were incurable, until mercury,
the only fpecific for the difeafe, was pro-
perly introduced. Monfieur St. Yves ob-
ferves, that the Ophthalmy very rarely
proceeds from a venereal taint; but fays,
that he has met with feveral cafes, in
which it was plainly owing to this caufe:
he then adds the following remarkable
account ; *“ That, in moft of the cafes, the
* difeafe in the eyes appeared two days
¢ after the beginning of a virulent Go-
** norrheea. The matter, being {upprefied

2 ““ from
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¢ from the Penis, feemed to pafs through
““ the eyes, ftaining the linen in a fimilar
¢ manner.” This account is the more
furprizing, becaufe fuch an effe@®, as is
here defcribed, has never been obferved by
other writers on this fubject, or any one
of the faculty with whom I am acquainted;
though fome of them have had a long and
extenfive practice both in the Ophthalmy
and Gonorrhaa. Whenever a metaftafis
takes place in the laft-mentioned difeafe,
which is not uncommon, the change is
made to one or other of the following
parts : to the teftis, producing a hernia
humoralis; to the neck of the bladder,
where it is attended with what Cockburn
calls the Algado; between the prputium
and glans penis, caufing a fpurious kind
of Gonorrheea; to the groins, exciting bu-
boes ; or elfe, being abforbed into the
blood, it is diffufed through the whole
habit, and, in a longer or fhorter {pace,
difcovers itfelf by the true and certain
figns of a general Lues. A metaflafis, in
any of the inftances here pointed out, may

happen,
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happen, in confequence of a premature
ceffation of the primary difcharge ; but fo
compleat and quick a tranfition of the
venereal poifon, from its firft feat to ano-
ther fo diftant as the eye, is, I believe,
very uncommon, if ever the cafe. Never-
thelefs, fuch a complaint as St, Yves de-
fcribes may happen, as well during the
time that a perfon has a Gonorrhcea, as
at any other: and it is not improbable,
that the variations in the quantity of mat-
ter difcharged from the Urcthra, which
{fometimes are very quick and confiderable,
might have led him to impute a fimilar
kind of difcharge from the cyes to a cef-
fation of the Gonorrhea as its caufe,
though it proceeded from a very different
one. In general, it may be admitted
as a certain fa&t, that when there is a true
venereal Ophthalmy, the habit is univer-
{ally affeted with the fame difeafe. »

I have now finifthed all that appears
neceflfary to be faid on the nature and
caufes -of the Ophthalmy: and I pro-

L ceed
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ceed to treat of the proper methods of
cure. |

Bleeding is generally recommended,
and muft be highly proper, in almoft every
fpecies of the difeafe; but, in what man-
ner, and from what part, the blood is to
be taken, are, I'apprehend, points which
deferve a more particular attention than
has been ufually paid to them.

In fome inftances, the Ophthalmy is
attended with a confiderable degree of
fever; in which, as alfo where the habit
is plethoric, it is neceflary to take eight
or ten ounces of blood from the arm,
previous to other more diret modes of
relieving the eye: but, in the greater
number of cafes, the fever, which attends
them, being only {fymptomatic, whatever
is {ufficient to remove the irritation and
pain from the eye, will of courfe caufe
the fever produced by them to fubfide.

By the dire& modes of relief, I mean
fuch as are applied upon, or near to, the
difeafed part: and, among thefe, that of
opening the temporal artery has generally

| ~ been
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been allowed to be one of the moft effec-
tual as well as fpeedy. The nearnefs of
its fituation to that of the difeafe would
render it very defirable to take blood from
it ; but the two following difficulties lie
in the way, and prevent its being gene-
rally ufed : the firft is, that it frequently
will not yield a quantity of blood fuffi-
cient to anfwer the intended purpofe;
and the fecond, that troublefome, and
even dangerous, hemorrhages have fome-
times burft from the orifice, at the diftance
of many hours from the operation.  On
thefe accounts, in general practice, I have
preferred the application of leaches to the
temples : notwithftanding which, it de-
ferves notice, that, 1n fome obitinate cafes,
after leaches had been apflied, and vari-
ous other means ufed, without any fuc-
cefs, I have feen remarkable relief procu-
red by a complete tranfverfe divifion of
this artery ; whereby the patient not only
received benefit from the fudden deriva-
tion of a large quantity of blood, but one

| Cy principal
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principal fource from which the blood
circulated to the inflamed part was cut
off. 5

.- 'The external jugular vein has alfo fome-
times been opened in this complaint. It
receives blood from all the veffels diftri-
buted to the external parts of the head ;
but, not coming immediately from the
eye, does not yield fo diret a derivation,
as the former, or as that which follows.

I- have faid, that the application of
leaches to the temples was, in general,
preferable to the taking blood from the
temporal artery : it may be of ufe, how-
ever, to remember, that when they have
beéen placed on or very near the eyelids,
they have fometimes occafioned them to
{fwell to a verx large fize, and have in-
creafed, for a time, the irritation of the
eye. The number of leaches, to be ap-
plied, thould feldom, if ever, be lefs than
three ; and, in order to prevent the mif-
chief above mentioned, it will be proper
to confine their application as necar to
cach other as pofiible, in the hollow of

5 the
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the temple, about an inch and a half dif-
tant from the outer angle of the orbit.

But of all kinds of bleeding, that which
is ‘moft topical, and would alfo be moft
effeCtual if it could be performed without
irritating the eye, is, to bleed the eye it-
{felf.  This may be done different ways:
fome fcrape the Conjunctiva with a brufh
made of barley beards; others open the
inflamed veflels with a covered lancet ;
or, if one or two only are diftended, glide
a tharp-edged crooked needle underneath,
which divides them by cutting its way
out. The two laft-mentioned operations
“may be very proper, when a fpeck on the
Cornea appears to be fupplied with one or
more diftin& blood-veflels, which refift
the common methods of relief; though
the cafes that require them will be found
to occur very feldom : and as to the firft
method, that of bleeding the eye with
barley beards, though I have ufed it fe-
veral times, I never found any great or
lafting benefit to be produced by it. In
2 few inftances, the pain it occafioned was

very
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very fevere, and the inflammation, inftead
of being leflened, was afterwards increaf-
ed; which I could no etherwife account
for, than by fuppofing that fome of  the
fine invifible fpicule of the beards were
“ Jeft in the eye. As no care can prevent
this accident, it appears to be an infupe-
rable objedtion to the praltice,

The ufe of blifters in the Ophthalmy
is admitted by almoft every writer on the
fubject ; but there have ever been diffe-
rent opinions concerning the part, to
which they fthould be applied. Hoffman
thinks the feet the moft proper: and re-
lates, that a blifter, applied on the nape of
the neck, had been found by him to
increafe the pain in the eyes; whilft one
applied to the feet gave relief, as foon as
the difcharge took place. Pouteau, on
the contrary, would, in all cafes, have
them placed as near the difeafed part as
poffible. In fhort, medical authors have
differed in nothing more, than in their
ideas, on the utility of what is called De-
rivation and Revulfion. Both thefe terms

fuppafﬂ
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fuppofe a difcharge, and differ only in
the part from which the difcharge is pro-
cured ;: which, in the former, i1s as near
as pofiible to the feat of the diforder ; and,
in the latter, at the greateft poffible dif-
tance from it. Now, from what we know
of the laws of circulation, it fhould {feem,
that a difcharge from any one part of the
body would take off equally, or in pro-
portion, from every part; and confer
quently, would produce that diminution
of the whole quantity, from which alone,
any benefit could be expefted. Yet this
reafoning will by no means accord with
fat and experience : for, numberlefs
cafes might be adduced from the beft
prattical authors, of the efficacy both
of Derivation and Revulfion, in vari-
ous external, as well as internal, com-
plaints. So far, however, as my own
experience has gone, in cafes of this
kind, the benefits produced by Deriva-
tion have been much greater than thofe
by Revulfion: and it is, accordingly,
a fa& fully verified by pracice, that the

' nearer



283

nearer and greater the Derivation is to
the inflamed eye, the greater are the
benefits produced by it; whether the
difcharge be of the ferous, or fanguine-
ous kind. For thefe reafons, when the
leachies have fallen off, and the confe-
quent hemorrhage has ceafed, I would
advife a blifter, of the fize of half a
crown, to be applied on the temples,
direCtly over the orifices made by the
leaches ; and I have noticed, that the
quicker in fucceffion they have followed
each other, the more efficacious both have
proved,

Through the whole progrefs of the
diforder, every thing that can heat or irri-
tate fhould be carefully avoided ; the cool-
ing and antiphlogiftic regimen fhould be
ufed, with gentle laxatives to keep the
body in a foluble ftate. At the fame
time, the patient is to be guarded with no
lefs care againft {trong purges, which have
often been employed, in this and many
other complaints, without anfwering any
other end, than that of lowering and

weakening
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weakening the habit. Hippocrates, it is
true, has faid, that a diarrheea, or flux of
the lower belly, was a cure for the Oph-
thalmy : but, by this he muft be fuppofed
to mean, either a {pontaneous diarrheea ;
that is, one that takes place without the
interference of phyfic; or one, according
to the explication of Riverius, that is
produced by the mildeft medicines, and

fuch as refirain the fever of the blood.
Befides the methods of cure already
pointed out, fome local applications are
neceflary : and that, which I would par-
ticularly recommend for this purpofe, is
the Thebaic Tin&ure of the London Dif-
penfatory; a medicine compofed of Opium
and warm aromatics, diflolved in moun-
tain wine. The power of Opium, when
inwardly taken, to eafe pain and induce
{leep, has been long known: but its ex-
ternal ufe 1s abfolutely forbidden by fome
very refpetable perfons of the medical
profeflion. Gulen relates, that a gladiator
was killed by a plaifter of Opium applied
to the head : and other authors have faid,
that
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that blindnefs and deafnefs were caufed
by its application to the eyes and ears.
Experience, however, makes directly
againft thefe affertions; and proves, be-
yond contradiction, the great efficacy of
its outward ufe in a variety of cafes. In
the Ophthalmy, particularly, I have found
the Thebaic Tin&ure, wherein Opium is
the principal ingredient, to be eminently
ferviceable : and the mode, in which I
have applied it, has been, to drop two or
three drops of it into the eye, once or
twice a day, according as the fymptoms
were more or lefs violent., When firlt
applied, it caufes a fharp pain, and a co-
pious flow of tears, which continue a few
minutes, and gradually abate; after which,
a great and remarkable degree of eafe ge-
nerally fucceeds.

The inflammation is often vifibly abated
by one application of this tinGture only ;
and many bad cafes have been completely
cured by it in lefs than a fortnight, after
every other kind of remedy had been
ufed for weeks, and fometimes mcrntHS,

witha
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without any fuccefs. But this {peedy
good effect is not to be expeéted in all
cafes indifcriminately. In fome, the
amendment is more flow and gradual, re-
quiring the tin¢ure to be made ufe of for
a much lcnger time; and a few inftances
have occurred, in which no relief at all
was obtained from its firft application. In
cafes of the latter kind, in which the
complaint is generally recent, the eyes
appear fhining and glofly, and feel exqui-
fite pain from the rays of light. How-
ever, notwithftanding thefe f{ymptoms,
the application is fometimes found to fuc-
ceed ; and whether it will or not, can
only be determined by making the trial ;
which 1s attended with no other incon-
venience than the momentary pain it
oives : and when it is found to produce
no good eife, the ufe of it muft be fuf-
pended, until evacuations, and other pro-
per means, have diminifthed the exceflive
irritation ; after which, it may again be
applied, and bids equally fair for fuccefs,

5 as
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as in thofe inftances in which it never dif-
agreed.

- Though I have faid, that Opium is the
bafis of the Thebaic Tin&ure, it is ne-
neflary to obferve, that the benefit arifing
from its application to the eyes muit de-
pend on fomething more than the exift-
ence of this;medicine in its compofition ;
fince I have f{everal times applied a ftrong
folution of Opium in water without any
fuccefs : the pain, indeed, was fome-
times leflened for a while, but the inflam-
mation always remained 1in its full force,
as if nothing had been done. A fomen-
tation made with poppy-heads, and ap-
plied warm, has been found comfortable
to the difeafed part ; and, in {light attacks
of this diforder, has been {ufficient to re-
move it: but, in more obftinate cafes, it
has repeatedly been found ineffectual, un-
til the ufe of the tinéture was joined with
it.

That I might judge {till more certainly,
what it was in the Thebaic Tin&ure,
which chiefly caufed its utility ; I have

alfo
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alfo once or twice applied to the eye the
other printipal ingredient in its compo-
fition; which is mountain wine; but I
found that it gave the patient confiderably
more pairt, and for a much longer time
than the tin&ure ; and was followed with
ro kind cf benefit.

Having, therefore, fatisfied myfelf, that
feither of the ifigredients in the tin&ure
was able, in a feparaté ftate, to prodiice
the benefit, which they uniformly did in
combination with each other, I have for
d long time paft confined myfelf to the
ufe of the tin&ure alone; and, from re-
peated experience, I am ablé to recom-
mend it, with the helps and cautions
above given, as a moft effectual applica-
tion in every f{pecies and ftage of the dif-
order; from the moft mild and recent; to
the moft oBbftinate and invetérate. In
proof of this, T have added, at the clofe of
thefe remarks, a few cafes, {eleGed out of
a great number, which occurred in thﬂ
f:aurfc of my obfervation.

D |
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It may be expected, that I fhould fay
fomething of the manner in which the
Thebaic Tin&ure operates, when applied
for the cure of the Ophthalmy. I have
found it very difficult to fatisfy myfelf in
this particular, but thall fubmit the follow-
ing thoughts to the judgment of thefaculty.
~ Its firft obvious effe is the fame with
that of every other ftimulus; which is,
to caufe pain and heat in the eye: at
which time, if the eye be carefully in-
{pected, the number as well as magnitude
of the blood-veflels will appear to be in-
creafed. At the fame time, a flux of
tears will be excited from the lachrymal
gland, and, it may be, an additional fe-
cretion of fluids from thofe exhaling pores,
of which the Tunica Conjun&iva is full. |
The eftects, above defcribed, are moft pro-
bably produced by the vinous and aro-
matic parts of the compofition ; and by
their a&tion 1 {uppofe the circulation of
the fluids to be accelerated, and fome mi-
nute obftructions to be removed. The

difcharge
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difchatge, it occafions, may alfo be confi-
“dered as a derivation, made immediately
from the difeafed part, by which it is
fomewhat empticd and difburdened. The
{everity of the ftimulus does not continue
long; and as foon as it is gone off, the
eye becomes perfeétly eafy, and the
blood-veflels will be found not only to
be lefs than they were on the firft opera-
tion of the medicine, but much lefs than
before it was applied at all: and the
confequent eafe and tranquility of the
eye may, in part, arife from the depletion
which the medicine has occafioned, but
more, from the known f{pecific power of
the opium, to deftroy irritability and abate
pain,

The Aqua Saturnina has been vety
warmly recommended by Monficur Gou-
lard, as a certain cure for all cafes of in-
flammation, and particularly of the eyes;
but the faculty foon found, that though,
in recent cafes, from external accidents,
it has fometimes fucceeded; yet, in others

{1 B produced
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produced by more complicated caufes, it
did not, and indeed could not afford the
like benefit. |

A f{olution of corrofive f{ublimate, in
the proportion of one grain to four ounces
of diftilled water, has been recommended
by Mr. Falck, in venereal as well as other
Ophthalmies. This, he alfo obferves,
will be ufeful for removing films and ex-
crefcences from the Cornea.

I have frequently ufed it, for the laft-
mentioned purpofe, with great {uccefs ;
it fometimes removing the film in a fhort
{pace of time, when fuperficially fituated;
though, at others, it took up a much
longer fpace, on account of its firm and
deep fixture in the Cornea. In cafes of
this laft kind, it will not only be proper
to ufe this water, but alfo to touch the
fpeck once a day with a little of the Pul-
vis Vitri finely levigated, which is to be
applied by means of the point of a pencil
brufh, :

The {olution of the f{ublimate will
likewife be found to abate the heat and

e itching
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ift‘hing of the eye-lids, to which many
are liable; particularly, thofe who by
bufinefs are forced to work much and late

by candle light.

There is yet one other caufe of the
Ophthalmy, of which it will be proper to
take fome notice ; and that is, an inverfion
of the edges of the eyelids, called by
Heifter, Trichiafis, which occafions the
hairs, growing out of the ciliary edges,
inceffantly to rub againf, and irritate the
gyci’

The cure of this fpecies may be either
palliative or radical. The palliative
cure is to be effeCted by extralting the
lafhes by the roots; but, in this cafe, the
diforder will return with the growth of
the hairs, which very foon takes place.
The radical or perfe&t cure can only be
brought about, by retra&ting the ciliary
edges, and preferving them in their na-
tural fituation.

It is neceffary, however, for me to
make a diftin&ion between an inverfion

Bg of
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of the upper and lower lid : fince, though
thefe two diforders produce the fame ef-
fects, they appear to arife from different
caufes, and, confequently, to require difq_
ferent methods of cure,

The upper lid and its ciliary edge are
preferved, both in motion and reft, in
their natural fituation, by the equal,
though contrary, actions of the Mufculus
Orbicularis, and Levator Palpebrae fupe-
rioris ¢ but the lower lid, whefe motion
is very fmall in comparifon with that of
the former, has no muicle correfpondent
to the Levator of the upper; and is pre-
ferved in its natural ftate, by the equal
ation of the orbicular fibres {pread over
it, and the thicknefs and renitency of the
fkin which covers it,  The fkin of the
upper lid, on the contrary, is always very
thin, flaccid and folded, When, there-
fore, the Trichiafis affets the upper lid,
it appears to be produced by a relaxation
of the Levator Palpebrz fuperioris, and
2 contraction of the f{uperior part of
the Orbicularis : whereas, a Trichiafis

of
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of the lower lid can only arife from a
relaxation of the fkin, and a contraction
of the inferior part of the Orbicularis,

From thefe confiderations it 1s evident,
that the means of affording relief, muft
be varied in the two cafes. In the Tri-
chiafis of the lower lid, the cure will ne-
ceflarily be -ﬁECDmpliﬂ‘lﬂd, by increafing
the renitency of the {kin to fuch a degree,
as to prevent the contrattion of the Muf-
culus Orbicularis : but, in the Trichiafis
of the upper lid, an increafed renitency of
the {kin could have no effeét, and benefit
can only be derived, from adding a fuffi-
" cient ftimulus to the Levator Palpebraz
fuperioris, to excite its proper action.

The Trichiafis of the upper lid occurs,
I believe, very feldom. Iam happy, how-
ever, to lay a cafe of this kind before the
public, with the defcription of an opera-
tion that produced the cure, as performed
by a Gentleman of great eminence in his
profeflion. (See Cafe 11.)

The Trichiafis of the lower lid is a
more common complaint. When it is

D 4 recent
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recent, a cure has fometimes been ac-
complifhed, by forming a fold in the fkin
below the inverted lid, to draw its edge
from the eye, and preferving ‘the fkin
in that ftate by the application of ftick-
ing plaifter : or, by means of an inftru-
ment contrived to pinch up a fmall por=
tion of the {kin, and hang thereby on the
cheek; which, by its weight, anfwers
the fame purpofe as the plaifter, and is
lefs liable to lofe its hold. a3l 0

In flight cafes, the fkin may recover its
tone by thefe means: but, in others of
2 more ftubborn kind, I have generally
been obliged, for the fame end, to cut oft
a {mall tranfverfe portion of the loofe {kin
below the edge of the lid, and afterwards
confine the fides of the wound together, by
means of a Suture ; which has effeGtually
anfwered the purpofe. (See Cafe 10.)

There are cafes, however, in which
none of thefe methods will be {ufficient
for the cure: as, where the ciliary edges
are not only inverted, but likewife con-
trated, or fhortened in theirlength.

Under



A1

Under thefe circumftances, relief can
only be given, by enlarging the circum-
ference of the ciliary edges, which may
be done, either by an incifion at the outer
angle, or by a r_.:é:nmp]c:at' divifion of the
cartilage called Tarfus, in the m-i'ddlc_,_
The firft of thefe operations is no more
than a fimple ftreight incifion, which
may be made with a tharp-pointed cﬁrvcd
Biftoury. The laft, which is feldom ne-
ceflary, will be beft performed by the
fame inftrument ; only obferving, that
the point be carefully introduced be-
tween the globe and eyelid, and carried
below the cartilage, (that is, about one-
eichth of an inch;) whence it is to be
p],llﬂ]ﬁ:d outward in a horizontal dire&ion,
till it has cut its way through the lid.
The cartilage being thus intirely divided,
each portion will recede towards the an-
gles, and a feparation be left between
t}xem, which will not only take off the
complaint for the prefent, but prevent
the poflibility of its return in future.

CASE
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M. C. of Mile End, about 26 years of
age, caught a fevere cold after a mifcar-
riage, in November 1778, which was at-
tended with a violent inflammation of the
left eye. She made ufe of great variety
of eye-waters without any effet. After
this, the was blooded with a leach on the
temple, at three different times, at the
diftance of a few days from each other ;
by which the inflammation was certainly
diminithed : but, upon her taking frefh
cold, it returned, and foon became as vio-
lent as before. At the end of fix weeks,
the Thebaic Tin&ure was firlt applied,
according to the directions before given ;
at which time a large {peck was difcern-
able on the right fide of the pupil, and
.in _part covering it. The inflammation
was then {o extreme, that the leaft degree
of light gave her the moft exquifite pain.

The firlt application of the tincture pro-
duced
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duced a fevere {marting for a few minutes,
but this going off, the patient felt a re-
markable degree of eafe. 'The inflamma-
tion was fo high, when I firft faw her,
that, befides the ufe of the tin&ture, 1
direted the immediate application of three
leaches to the temple of the fide affected,
which was to be followed by a blifter, as
foon as the hemorrhage ceafed., It fo
happened, that the leaches could not be
made to hold, and the blifter was on that
account omitted. The fecond day the
patient found herfelf greatly relieved, and
the eye appeared to be much lefs in-
flamed. The Tin&ure was therefore ap-
Plied again, and became f{o effectual, that
there was no occafion afterwards for the
ufe of either the leaches or the blifter. In
three days fhe could open her eyes with-
out pain; and in a fortnight, the Oph-
thalmy was entirely gone off, and the
Cornea fo clear as to admit {fuch a degree
of fight, as was fufficient for all the com-
mon purpofes of life,

CASE
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A daughter of Mr. S. near Hermitage
Bridge, Wapping, about ten years of age,
was fuddenly feized, in the month of Au-
guft, 1778, with a violent inflammation
in her right eye, without any known
caufe. By advice of the apothecary, fhe
had been blooded, had taken much phyfic,
and the Aqua Saturnina had been ufed =
and all without affording any relief. After
feveral weeks, a confultation was held.
The eyelids, at that time, were {o {fwelled,
that the ftate of the eves could not be
difcovered. The tin&ure was immediately:
applied, which occafioned its ufual fmart;
but, in lefs than an hour, fhe felt the eye
.confiderably more eafy than it had been
from the firlt artack. She was that night
blooded with leaches and bliftered on the
temple ; and the next day the tinéture was
applied again, and had the fame good effet

as before. 'The third morning, the could
3 open
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open her eye, fo as to fee obje@s: but the
pain, which the light gave her, was ftill fo
great, that the was glad to fhut it as quick
as poffible. A pafteboard fhade was kept
conftantly over it, and for feveral days the
was forced to live in a darkened room.
The tincure was applied daily for three
weeks ; always affording great eale, and
producing a flow, but conftant amend-
ment. After this, it was repeated every
fecond day for another week; when the
fight was fo good, that the fhade became
unneceflary. The eye was then wathed
night and morning with a weak folution
of fublimate, and the pulvis vitri applied
to a fmall fpeck on the Cornea. Thefe
fhe has ufed for more than twelve months,
with great fuccefs ; the fpeck being much
{maller, and the fight clearer, than they
were, when thefe medicines were firft em-

ployed.

CASE
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CA'SE" I

J. S. driver of the Dover ftage, wag
{eized, in the month of April, 1778, while
upon the road, with fymptoms of a violent
fever, which obliged him to defift from
driving. He took fome f{weating medi-
cines, which, at the end of two days,
greatly abated the fever: but he was then
attacked with a fudden and moft fevere
pain in the right eye, which fhot through
to the back part of the head. The appa-
rent inflammation was lefs, than might be
expected from fuch feverity of pain. He
was bled in the arm, purged, bliftered
behind the ears; at different times, five
leaches were applied to his temples; and a
fomentation of poppy heads was likewife
ufed: but none of thefe means afforded
him any great relief. After two months
confinement, the pain gradually abated of
its own accord, but the fight in this eye
was totally loft. The latter end of June,

he
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he returned to his bufinefs of driving;
which he was able to perform with his
left eye, and continued in it till the joth
of Auguft following, when, in the night,
he was attacked, in a fimilar manner, with
violent inflammation and pain in the fame
eye, which had before been difeafed. He
was blooded, and his head was embro-
cated with an anodyne liniment : but re-
ceiving no relief, on the 2d of September
he came to London for advice.” 'The in-
flammation was then fuch, that it truly
anfwered the defcription of the Chemofis ;
having exaétly the appearance of raw fleth.
The pupil of the eye was much enlarged,
and the Iris appeared uneven in its infe-
rior part. The Thebaic Tin&ure was
immediately applied, and he was blooded
that night with three leaches, and blif-
tered on the right temple. The next
morning he took a gentle purge; and at
noon, when I faw him, was almoft per-
fectly eafy. Every morning and evening,
he wathed his eye with a weak folution of
Sublimate, and the tin&tre was repeated

once



.8

once a day for a fortnight. At the end
of this time, the pain was Wholly, and
the inflammation nearly removed ; and; in
lefs than three weeks, he rcfumed his fot-
mer employment,

G S Eon Vs

‘A young Lady in the city, from the
time of her having the Small-pox, which
is now about f{ix years, had been {ubject
to almoft continual heating, plunging
pains in her left eye, with little or no
apparent inflammation. Before fhe had
the Small-pox, her eye was occafionally
inflamed ; and during 1ts continuance, a
pock fettled direétly upon the fight, which
left no {peck; but caufed a depreffion, that
prevented the rays of light from falling
equally, and made objets appear, as if
they were {een through wavy glafs. She
had taken the advice of many Gentlemen of
the faculty, who chiefly made ufe of in-
ternal mcdu:mes, but without any fuc=

cefs.
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cefs. In January, 1779, at a time when
the pain was greater than ordinary, the
Thebaic Tin&ure was dropped into the
¢ye. 'The temporary fmart, which its
application always occafions, very foon
fubfided, and was followed by a degree of
eafe to which fhe had been long a ftranger.
It was repeated every day for a fortnight
with conftant benefit; and from that time
to the prefent, fhe has never had the
{lighteft relapfe.

CASE ¥

E. S. of Curriers Court, London Wall,
aged 53, was deprived of her hearing fif-
teen years ago, when fhe laboured under
fevere pains of the head, and had erup-
tions on different parts of the body. Thefe
complaints were accompanied with a vio-
lent inflammation in the left eye, and fol-
lowed by a large fpeck on the Cornea;
which, though it did not wholly take
away the fight, rendered it intirely ufelefs.

E In
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In O&ober, 1778, the inflammation fud-
denly returned with great violence in both
eyes, producing total blindnefs and great
pain. It continued a week before I faw her;
when both eyes had fpecks upon them, and
the pupil of the left appeared to be wholly
covered. After applying the tinCture to
the right eye, I waited to fee what effe&
it would produce ; but, in a very few mi-
nutes, fhe found fo much eafe, as to defire
I would apply it alfo to the left. The
next day, both eyes were blooded with a
bruth of barley beards ; which operation,
in this inftance, as I have found in many
others, gave great pain, and had no fa-
lutary effet. The tinéture was applied
every day ; and at the end of a week, the
{fymptoms were much abated: but the
inflammation being ftill confiderable, three
lgﬁches and a blifter were ordered to each
temple, and a gentle purge was admi-
nifteged every third morning. The tinc-~
ture was repeated daily for three weeks;
after which, the could fee fufliciently to
condu& herfelf from her own houfe to

Walbrook :
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Walbrook: and the immediate eafe, which
fhe conftantly experienced on every ap-
plication of the tin&ure, induced her to
continue it for near two months after the
inflammation was apparently fubdued.
When the ufe of the tincture was left off,
the fpeck on the left eye was evidently
t}iinner and fmaller than when 1 firft faw
it, fo that fhe could diftinguith objects
fideways. The fight of her right eye was
diftinc and perfect.

el Sl

Mr. S. a Ship-broker in the City,
about 35 years of age, was attacked, in
February, 1779, with 2 moft fevere and
pﬁ'infhl inflammation in the eye; which
was much increafed by clofe attention to
bufinefs.. On the third day from its
appearance, the Thebaic Tin&ure was
applied; which gave him extreme pain for
near the fpace of an hour, without afford-
ing the ufual fubfequent relief. The
e E 2 {fame
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fame evening, he was blooded with leaches,
and bliftered on the right temple: in con-
fequence of which, he found himfelf
eafier. 'The day following, the ufe of
the. tinCture was repeated, and gave him
the fame pain as before. For feveral
months, he had been {ubject to a violent
aching in both temples: which, in the
right, was much relieved by the ufe of
the leaches and blifter. For the two pur-
pofes, therefore, of cafing the left temple,
and benefiting the eye, the fame appli-
cations were direted to that temple, as
had been ufed to the right : and they
happily fucceeded fo far, as to remove
the pain 1n that part, though the inflam-
mation in the eye continued as violent as
at firft.  The tinCture had been tried
three times, previous to the laft bleeding,
and always gave the fame pain without
procuring any eafe or amendment. Three
drops of a firong folution of Opium in
water were therefore dropped into the eye,
which feemed to deaden the pain; but,
after a week’s trial, there was ftill no

change
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change in the appearance of the inflam-
mation. A third application of leaches
was therefore made to the right temple,
and followed with another blifter : after
which, it was again tried what effe& the
Thebaic Tincéture would produce; when
it was attended with no more {mart than
what it ufually occafions; and, in a few
minutes, the fame eafe fucceeded as in
other cafes. It was repeated for ten days,
night and morning: in which time, the
inflammation wholly fubfided, and the
patient was perfe@ly cured.

The three following Cafes were par-
ticularly noticed by Mr. Wathen, in the
courfe of his prattice, more than twenty
years ago, and will be additional proofs of
the efficacy of the treatment now pro-
pofed.

E 3 CASE
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CHA 81E Y VIL

A child of Mr. E. in New-ftreet, Bi-
thopfgate, had the Meafles in the year
1752 ; immediately after which, a {mall
fpeck was difcernible on the Cornea, at-
tended with confiderable inflammation.
The inflammation varied much at difte-
rent times : but the fpeck conftantly in-
creafed; and, at the end of twelve months,
when Mr. Wathen firft faw her, was be-
come fo large, that it greatly obftructed
the fight. She had been blooded and
bliftered, and had taken many opening
and alterative medicines. Mr. W. there-
fore, had recourfe to the tincture only,
which gave her great pain, and he was
apprehenﬁve its application had been pre-
mature : but the next morning convinced
him to the contrary, as fhe could then
open the eye, and bear the light; which
fhe had not before attempted for a long
time. He therefore ¢ontinued the ufe of

; it
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it every morning for a fortnight, when
the inflammation was quite gone, and the
fpeck fomewhat diminithed. Various de-
tergent eye-waters were applied, always
guarded with the tincture; and, when
the eye was in any pain, or thewed the
leaft tendency to inflammation, the tinc-
ture alone was ufed. In a few months,
the fpeck was wholly removed ; and Oc-
tober the 16th, 1754, Mr. W. examined
the eye, and found it in every rcfpf:& as
well as the other,

Craig e < INTIT,

Mrs. S. of Skinners-ftreet, had been
{ubje&t, for twelve years, to an inflamma-
tion of both eyes, which originally pro-
ceeded from a violent cold fhe caught by
going imprudently into the cold bath.
Part of the time, fhe had been in Guy’s
Hofpital; and, for three years, in the Lon-
don Infirmary. When fhe came to Mr.
Wathen, he ufed all the common me-

E 4 thods,
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thods, and every thing elfe he could think
of, to relieve her, but with as little ef-
fe@, as others has done before him. At
length he applied the Thebaic Tincture,
from which fhe found immediate benefit;
and could foon diftinguifh faces, and bear
the light. Previous to theufe of it, the
Cornea was exceedingly thickened, but
afterwards became gradually thinner, It
was ‘continued once a day for feveral
months, always affording great eafe; till
at length, the fight became fo clear and
ftrong, that fhe could fee to thread a fine
needle. Some fmall fymptoms of inflam-
mation afterwards appeared at different
times; but they were prevented from

coming to any height by the immediate
ufe of the tincture. |

CASE
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C-A S E IX.

The fon of a weaver in Spital-fields:
was attacked with a violent inflammation
in his right eye, which fpeedily fwelled
to a prodigious fize. Its natural appear-
ance was entirely deftroyed; and inftead
of it, it had that of a large fungous ex-
crefcence. It had continued ' feveral
wecks, giving the child exceflive pain,
before Mr. Wathen faw it. Bleedings,
fomentations, &c. had been tried with-
out effect. Itsfize was then fo large, that
it could not be retained within the eye-
lids, and the child’s health and ftrength
were daily decaying; fo that it became
abfolutely neceflary to have it taken out.
Mr. W. therefore performed the opera-
tion, which was attended with no bad
circumftance till the third day; when a
moit vielent pain feized the wound and
orbit, which made him very apprehenfive
that the event would prove fatal. He,

5 however,
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however, applied the Thebaic Tintture,
which almoft inltantly gave eafe. The
child flept well, and every threatning
fymptom difappeared. The wound pro-
ceeded regularly through its “different
ftages, and, in as fhort a'time as could b:
cxpc&ed was compleatly cared.
. yigsbhoig & 03
This Tin&ure has repeatedly been ap~
plied, with great advantage, for the re~’
flief of thofe inflammations, thgt_‘foﬁﬁﬁuc:
troublefome after operations performed 'Dl'ij.
the eye ¢ ‘particularly, after the extra&ion’
of the chryftalline humour, and the punc-
ture’ that is fometimes neceflary to be
made in the Cornea, to difcharge matter

Iodged between it and the Iris.

CASE
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Colk Bl 1

An Opbthalmy produced by an Inverfion of
the lower Lid.

S. S. of Creed-lane, Do&ors Commons,
aged about 5o years, applied to me, in the
menth of May, 1779, on account of an
inflammation in her left eye, which
had continued nearly two years, not-
withftanding the ufe of various medi-
cines and applications, recommended by
different perfons. On examining into
the cafe, it was evident, that the inflam-
mation was caufed by an inverfion of the
lower lid, which occafioned the lathes to
rub conftantly againft the eye. She had
for many years been fubject to convulfive
fits, which affeCted every part of her
body ; and the diforder in the eye firft
came on, after a fevere attack of this
kind. I immediately applied fticking
plaifter to the lid, and continued it down

' upon
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upon the cheek in fuch a manner, as to
make a fold in the fkin; which effectu-
ally anfwered my defign, of keeping out
the edge of the lid, fo long as the plaifter
remained well on the part: but, after
trying it for feveral days, I found, that it
was frequently liable to {lip; and that,
when ‘this'happened, the lid immediately
returned to its inverted ftate. I thercfore
fived an inftrument, fomething fimilar to
that contrived by Barufchlus, and repre-
fented by Heifter, (plate 15, figure 20)
upon the fkin below the lid, and let it
hang upon the cheek; which, by its
weight, kept the lid from becoming in-
verted : but, as the benefit it produced
was only tﬂﬁipﬂrary, and the pinching of
the fkin, which was neceflary to confine
it, gave the patient pain, I foon omitted
the. ufe of it, and, with Mr. Wathen’s
confent, performed the following opera-
tion. . I firft removed a tranfverfe fold of
the fkin below the edge of the lid, and
then with three futures I confined the
fides of the wound clofe to each other.
The
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The day after the operation, the integu-
ments, {urrounding the eye, were confide-
rably fwelled ; but the fwelling foon fub-
fided by the ufe of the Aqua Saturnina,
applied as a fomentation. - No difficulty.
afterwards occurred : the eyelids conti-
nued conftantly in their natural ftate ;
the inflammation of the eye was fpeedily
removed, and the patient became perfectly
well. _

In December following, the fame wo-
man applied again with an inflammation
in her right eye, which arofe, like the.
former, from an inverfion of the lower.
lid. The left eye had been quite well
ever fince the operation. I repeated it on
this eye; and, without apy difficulty, it.
produced a perfect cure. |

CASE
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C'A“S'E"XF.

Communicated by a Gentleman of the firft
Rant in his Profeffion.

An Opbthalmy produced by an Inverfion of
* the upper Lid.

¢ The worft kind of Trichiafis, which
I ever faw, was in a young Gentleman
about 18 years of age. ‘Previous to my
feeing him, he had repeatedly undergone
the ufual difcipline of extrating the hairs’
from the Cilia: but, when they grew
again, they took their ufual courfe towards
the Tunica Conjunltiva; and, by conti-
nual irritation of that membrane, gave
conftant pain, and produced, what writers
on difeafes of the eyes call Chemofis, and
what gives me the idea of fungous flefh,
or of a villous furface, refembling the pile
of red velvet. After a variety of treatment,
as bleeding, purging, bliftering, fetons,
5 bark,
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bark,: alteratives, and the ufe of ‘every
other method, which the moft eminent
pra&titioners, both in phyfic and-fdrgery,
could 'think of ; recourfe was had to eye-
waters and f{alves, and the Panacez of the
moft celebrated empirics of the time: but
all proved ineffe¢tual, and the young
Gentleman became totally blind.

¢ At this period I was confulted, and
at the fame time was afked, if I had any
objection to the opimdon of a celebrated
itinerant Oculift, who was at that time in
England. I faid, certainly not. We ac-
cordingly met ; and when we had exa-
mined the eye, and heard what had been
done, he propofed the taking off a fold of
the fkin of the {uperior Palpebra, I told
him,> I fhould not objet to his making
the attempt, if the gentleman and his fa-
ther gave their confent: though I own,
it was my opinion, that it would not fuc-
ceed. At that time, I had not confidered
the cafe fufficiently, though I intended te
do it very critically before we met again.
A day for the operation was fixed : but,

previuus
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previous to that, the Oculift fent a mef-
fage to the young Gentleman’s father,
which difcovered the true Charlatan, and
immediately determined the Gentleman
not to have any thing more to do with
him. I was again fent for : and, having
well confidered the cafe, I freely delivered
my {entiments, that the method which had
been propofed, did not feem likely to me to
be fuccefsful : as the fault was not in a fu-
perfluity of fkin, but in a relaxation of the
Elevator Palpebrz fuperioris mufcle. Hav-
ing premifed this, I reccommended, and per-
formed the following operation. I made
an incifion through the integuments of
the upper lid, from the inner angle of the
eye to the outer; I then feparated the
fibres of the Orbicularis, {o as to denu-
date the expanded fibres of the Elevator
mufcle, as near to their termination in
the edge of the lid as poffible; which
being done, I applied a {fmall cauterizing
iron, adapted to the convexity of the globe
of the eye, and made pretty warm, by
patiing 1t two or three times over the

tendino~
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tendino-carnous fibres. My intention in
this was to occafion a flight irritation,
which I hoped would. produce the fame
effect, as we frequently obferve to happen
after burns in different parts of the body,
efpecially in the hands, after which the
fingers often contra&, and in many in-
ftances have remained contrated ever af-
ter. « This happy effect took place in the
prefent cafe: and, though the eyelid was
kept conftantly higher than I could have
wifthed, the Trichiafis was cured, the in-

flammation {ubfided, and the eye became
ufeful;
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Of the Pforophtbalmy, or Inflam-
mation and Ulceration of the Eye-
l1ds.

¥ N the defcription of the eye, prefixed

to thefe remarks, it has been obferved,
that the Tunica Conjunéiva is reflet-
ed from the infide of the eyelids, to
cover the anterior part of the globe of the
eye. Whenever, therefore, that part of
this tunic, which covers the globe, is
inflamed to any great degree, that which
covers the eyelids is liable to be affected
in the fame manner : but, as this is no
more than a {fymptom, or immediate ef-
fect, of the Ophthalmy, it will, in ge-
neral, be found to go off, as foon as the
diforder, by which it is occafioned, is re-
moved.

This, however, is not always the cafe.
In fome inftances, the inflaimmation of
the lids is attended with an ulceration of

3 their
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théir edges, upon which a giuﬁnuus
matter lodges, that incrufts and becomes
hard ; and, when they have been long in
conta®, as,-during {leep, connelts them fo
clofely to each other; as to require painful
efforts for their {eparation.

Now this 1s the diforder, of which I
propofe here to treat. I have called!it
Pforophthalmy * : becaufe that name is
more defcriptive of its nature, than any
other I could find.

To form a clear idea of the Pﬁ:mph-
thalmy, it fliould be remembered, that
on the infide, and near to the edges, of
the eyelids, is fitnated ‘a number of fmall
glands, fecreting a febaceous fluid, which
1s excreted by a row of duls opening
immediately on the inner edges of their
border. Thefe dutts, and fometimes the
glands themfelves, appear to be the parts
principally affected ; and the fluid which
1s fecreted by them, inftead of being moift

* Caftellus defines the Pforophthalmy to be Oculi
palpebrarum fcabies pruriginofa,

F 2 and
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and mild, and ferving as a defence againft
the acrimony of the tears, is changed into
a fharp, acrid, and adhefive humour ;
which caufes a conftant irritation of the
eye and lids, ulcerates the inner edges of
the latter, and, for want of proper atten=-
tion, has often perpetuated the diforder
for a great number of years.

St. Yves defcribes this complaint more
accurately than any other author I know,
in a chapter, ““ On the Opbthalmy fub-
““ fequent to the Small-pox.” He there
obferves, ¢ that the puftules on the edge
“ of the cartilage of the eyelids, which
penetrate between the Cilia and their
inner {urface, do not cicatrize, by rea-
fon of the acrimonious ferofity which
inceflantly humeéts the eye : hence
follow ulcers which laft fometimes fe-
veral years, and even during life, if
¢ they be not remedied *.”

It muft, however, be remarked, that,
though both the Small-pox and Meafles
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* St. Yves, page 191.

are
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are certainly very frequent caufes of this
complaint, they are not the only ones.
An inflammation of the globe, in itfelf
but {mall, will fometimes affect the lids,
fo as to caufe them to f{well and become
red ; in confequence of which, there will
be an adhefion of one to the other, and
often an univerfal ulceration of their edges.
The {mall puftules, alfo, which form on
the outer margin of the ciliary edge, where
the lathes grow, and are known by the
name of Styes, have, in fome inftances,
brought on an inflammation which has
been continued to the febaceous glands,
and produced all the confequences before
defcribed : but, in general, ftyes give no

trouble; they break, and then difappear.
The ulceration in the Pforophthalmy
is ufually confined to the edges of the
eyelids ; but fometimes it is feen to ex-
tend over their whole external f{urface,
and even to excoriate the greater part of
the cheek. In cafes of the latter kind,
the inflammation which accompanies, has
often much the appearance of an Erifipe-
B3 las,



70

las, and will receive moft relief from an
antiphlogiftic and fedative treatment. The
ufe of the citrine ointment, which will
hereafter be recommended, muft in {uch
inftances be omitted, until the extreme
irritability of the fkin has been abated by
fuitable applications.

This diforder isalfo fometimes attended
with a contra¢tion of the {kin of the
lower eyelid; 1n confequence of which,-it
is-drawn down, and the inner part turned
outward, {o as to form a red, flethy, and
moft difagreeable appearance, called Ec~
tropium. Whenever this is feen, it
proves the complaint to be of the moft
obftinate nature; though it is generally
removed by the cure of the Pforoph-
thalmy, from whence it is derived.

Several ancient; as well as modern, wri-
ters have given an account of diforders
afteCting the edges of the eyelids, which
bear fome refemblance to that I am now
defcribing ; ~ but thefe are reprefented,
gither as fo flight and trivial, on the one
hand, that (if nature requires any. affift-

ance)
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ance) the moft fimple topical applications
will be found f{ufficient for the cure; or:
elfe, they are, on the other hand, de~
feribed as fymptoms of the Scrophula,
Scurvy, or Lues Venerea, and as incurable
by any external means, until the fuppo-
fed diforder in the habit is properly cor-
reCted. Now, it thould feem that thefe
laft-mentioned effeéts, which they im-
pute to fcrophulous, or other internal,
caufes, are in reality the very fame
diforder, to which I have given the
name of the Pforophthalmy ; though,
in their accounts, we meet with no .
accurate defcription of its feat, pro-
grefs, or effets. And I am further of
opinion, that it is much oftener a lo-
cal complaint, than is generally believed :
for, in what manner can it be determi-
ned, that it arifes from a {crophulous or
venereal caufe ? This, 1 apprehend, can
only be known with certainty from the
appearance of fuch other {fymptoms, as
are clearly fcrophulous or wvenereal :
whereas, numberlefs cafes continually oc-

Ba cur,
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cur, in which the eyelids alone are af-
feced, without a fingle fymptom of any
other diforder whatever, and to which,
all the common methods of relief have
been applied in vain.

I proceed, therefore, to give a more par=
* ticular defcription of the Pforophthalmy,
according to the ideas which, from expe-
rience, I have been led to form of it. And,
in cafes of this kind, I confider the dudts
of the ciliary glands as really ulcerated :
whence it arifes, that the oily foft fluid,
fecreted by thefe glands, being mixed with
the difcharge from the ulcers, is changed
into an acrid humour, which quickly in-
fpiffates into a hard adhefive fcab. ‘This
{cab, lodging on the orifices of the duéts,
fpreads the complaint, by the irritation
which it caufes, over the whole internal
edge of the eyelid ; and prevents the pof-
fibility of its being relieved, until local
remedies are applied, to prevent the form-

ation of the fcab, by curing thofe ulcers
which ferved to produce 1t.

3
But
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But though I am of opinion, that the
Pforophthalmy often and moft commonly
takes place, entirely independent of any
other complaint; (at leaft, as far as can
be difcovered,) it is yet neceflary to be
obferved, on the other hand, that it is
fometimes accompanied with the plaineft
marks of a fcrophulous conftitution, and
feems evidently to arife from it. In the
cafes now referred to, as alfo in {crophu-
lous cafes of all forts, a variety of inter-
nal medicines have been recommended at
different periods. I fhall mention a few
" of the principal.

The Extra¢tum Cicute was propofed
by Dr. Storck of Vienna, as a medicine
very proper for the cure both of the
Cancer and Scrophula : and he has given
twenty cafes, in which, under his manage-
~ment, it met with the defired f{uccefs,
though not before it had been long ufed,
The dofe which he gave at firft, was a
pill confifting of two grains, to be re-
peated twice a day ; which was afterwards
| | increafed
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increafed to three pills ‘each 'dofe, and
repeated three or four times in the fame
fpace. Dr. Storck does not mention the
Pforophthalmy as accompanying any of
his cafes, but obferves, that in feveral dif-
ferent complaints of the eyes, he had
civen it with good effet : notwithftand-
ing' which, to conclude the whole, he
adds, ‘¢ in malis inveteratis plerumque
““‘fruftra fuit.” Dr. Fothergill, in the
third volume of the London Medical Ob-
{ervations, gives it as his opinion, that the
Cicuta is much more beneficial in fcro-
phulous than in cancerous diftempers, but
confefles it is not always attended with
equal fuccefs.

The Cortex Peruvianus has alfo had a
great number of advocates. In the firft
volume of the London Medical Obferva-
tions, Dr. Fothergill and Dr. John For-
dyce particularly recommend it for inve-
terate Ophthalmies. They both agree in
fuppofing it will ‘refolve glandular tu-
mours ; and Dr. Fothergill propofes it to

: be
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be joined with Calomel pills, though his
chief dependence is upon the Bark.

The internal ufe of the fea water, and
bathing in the fea for fcrophulous com-
plaints, have been approved and recom-
mended by the moft eminent phyficians,
for a great number of years; and feem to
have acquired a folid reputation. I muft,
however, take the liberty to remark, that
{ea-bathing is highly improper in every
inflammatory diforder to which the eyes
are liable; and I have frequently obfer-
ved that it brought on very violent pain,
and much aggravated the complaint.

Many mineral waters in this country
are likewife much efteemed for their falu-
tary effects, when taken for the Scro-
phula: but, however, judicioufly, thefe,
or internals of any kind, may be prefcri-
bed, they are abfolutely infufficient in
themfelves for the cure of the Pforoph-
thalmy, unlefs aflifted by proper applica-
tions to the part affected. The number
of patients we meet with, who have gone
through fome, and even all thefe pracefles,

without
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without any kind of benefit, are fufficient
evidences of the truth of the affertion :
and this will be more apparent, if we re-
colle& how many other external difor-
ders we daily fee, which are known to
proceed from internal caufes, and yet re-
quire a topical treatment.

I go on to {peak of the proper ap-
plications for the cure of the Pforoph-
thalmy. And here it will be neceffary for
the reader carefully to attend to the de-
{cription before given of this diforder:
(fee page 72.) for, on a due confideration
of what I have there faid, it will appear,
that my defign muft be, to foften and re-
move the fcabs, and to ufe fuch applica-
tions to the ulcers, as may corre&t the
acrimony of the difcharge, promote di-
geftion, and bring them into a ftate for
healing.

The intention of Monfieur St. Yves,
in his dire€ion for the cure of ul-
cers on the edges of the eyelids, fub-
fequent to the Small-pox, does not ap-
pear to be much unlike that which I

have
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have here mentioned ; as appears in the
following quotation I have made from
him: “ Ophthalmic waters, in general,
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are of very little fervice; but I have
found, from my own experience, that,
by touching them, with the Lapis In-
fernalis, they cicatrize eafily. The
violent heat of the cauftic muft be

~abated, as foon as they have been

touched, by wathing the eye in a {mall
glafs full of warm water ; you muft,
above all, take care, that the part of
the eyelid, which was cauterized, may
not bear againft the globe of the eye,
till the pain is entirely gone off. They
may be touched, in this manner, once
or twice a week, till they feem to re-
quire no more ufe of the cauftic ; then
lay on thefe places, morning and even-
ing, Tutty reduced to a very fine pow-
der; it will cicatrize them *,”

Now, though the intention of Monfieur

St. Yves, in the above advice, is fimilar to
that I have mentioned; yet the danger of

* St. Yves, page 194.
applying
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applying a cauftick fo powerful 4s ‘the
Lapis Infernalis, to a part fo tender as the
edge of the eyelid, and fo near the eye; ap-
pears to be a real objection againft its ufe;
and has, I believe, deterred moft of the fa-
culty from following the practice : and yet
it is remarkable, that amidft the very con-
fiderable improvements, which have of
late been made in the practice of f{urgery,
no  other outward applications have fo
much as been propofed; at leaft, any,
which f{eem at all adapted to the nature of
the diforder, or which are fupported by‘
any proofs of their utility. Tt

To {upply this deficiency, in fo impor=
tant a branch of practice; is one principal
defign of the prefent publication. Fot
this purpofe I would recommend the ufé
of the Unguentum Citrinum of the Edin=
burgh  difpenfatory, the compofition of
which is as follows:

Hydrargyri unciam unam,
Spiritlis nitri uncias duas.

Digere
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1 Digere fuper arenam, ut fiat. folutio,
J:que calidiffima adhuc. mifceatur cum
-Axungie Porcine liquefatte et in co-
ragulum denuo tendentis librd und,

ftrenue agitando in mortario marmoreo
-ut fiat unguentum.

If it is well made, it forms a hard falve;
of a full yellow colour : but if the pro-
portions are not exac, or the lard is
added either too hot, or too cold; it will
want both its proper eolour’ and con-
fitence ; and its fuccefs will be much

lefs certain than 1t otherwife would be.
The manner in which it'is to be ufed,
is as follows: Fill a fmall box with it ;
let it be warmed before a candle, till the
top of it is melted into an oil: this oil is
to be taken off upon the end of the fore-
finger, and carefully rubbed into the edges
of the affected eyelids. The ufe of it once
in twenty-four hours, will be {ufficient;
and that fhould be, when the patient
goes to bed. Immediately after the ap-
plication
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plication, a foft plaifter, fpread with the
Ceratum Album, is to‘be bound loofely
over the eyelids, which will preferve them
moift and fupple in the night, and con=-
tribute to prevent their adhefions to each
other. Notwithftanding this, fome diffi-
culties will always attend the opening
them in the morning : for the further
relief of which, it will be found of great
ufe to cleanfe them with milk and frefh
butter, well mixed together, and warmed; -
which will gradually foften and remove
the incrufted matter, and, in a thort time;, -
enable the patient to feparate them with-
out any pain, |

In fome inftances, where the eye has
been very irritable, I have been nbhge&
to apply the ointment by means of a fmall -
bruth made with camels hair; but if the
finger can be ufed (and in moft cafes it -
may), it certainly is better than any in=
ftrument, ‘as the ointment may, by its"
affiftance, be more thoroughly apphcd to
the difeafed part. s

The
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The Pforophthalmy is often accompa-
nied with a greater or lefs degree of
inflammation on the globe of the eye:
the thebaic tinGure will therefore be of
the fame ufe, as in the cafes of the
Ophthalmy already given.

I have before faid, that a ferophulous
conftitution is fometimes the fource of
this diforder. In that cafe; though the
patient is perfectly cured, as far as re=
{pects the external fymptom, there is yet
great danger of its returning on fome fu-
ture occaflion. To prevent this, it is of
the utmoft importance to purfue dn al-
terative courfe of medicine for a confider=
able time ; befides which, an iffue thould
alfo be opened, to divert the humour from
the eye. The good effelts of thefe are,
neverthelefs, not to be expected, without
the firiteft temperance in diet, and a
general habit of regularity in living. In
fome inftances, it will fo happen, that no
difcharge can be procured from the iffue:
and when, upon trial, this is found to be
the cafe, a perpetual blifter, or fome

G other
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~other drain, muft be f{ubfituted in its
ftead. '

I fhall now relate, in proof of the
“‘utility of the method of cure I have béen
““defcribing, a' few cafes, which have
~come within ‘my own experience or
‘knowledge.

ol G Dl % §

- The daughter of M. B. of Nightingale-
Lane, Eaft-Smithfield, about five years
old, had the meafles, in the month: of
June 1778, .0f which fhe recovered in the
ufyal time: but while they were, upon
.+her, her left eye became violently, in-
ﬂamﬂd {o as to occafion great pain.. . Her
mothes, at:firft, wafthed it with the com-
.-mon water from the poftern on Tower-
--Hill; and,- for two days, this feemed .to
vbe very ferviceable : but afterwards, the
4nflammation returned, and in as violent
6 _ | a de-



83

a degree, as on the firft attack. Various
advice was taken, and carefully followed,
till Monday September the 21ft, when I
firft faw her. The eyelids were then {0
much {welled, that it was not pofiible to fee
the ftate of the eye. I immediately applied
the Thebaic Tinéture ; after which, fhe
was bled with three leaches, and bliftered
on the temple. The next morning I was
able to feparate the lids, and perceived
that the eye was confiderably inflamed.-
The Thebaic Tincture was applied once
every day. On the 25th the inflaimma-
tion was much abated, and the child’s
principal complaint feemed to be, that
the lids adhered fo clofe to each other,
when fhe awoke in the morning, that it
hurt her much to open them. The ci-
trine ointment, and white cerate, were
therefore applied every night, in the man-
ner above directed; and, in the morning,
before the child attempted to open her
eyes, the gummy adhefive parts were
taken off, by anointing them with a mix-
ture of freth butter and milk. No me-

G 2 dicines
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dicines were now given, as the child had
been fufficiently purged before: and, on
the 29th of the fame month, fhe was
perfetly cured of her complaint; and’
the eye, which had been affeCted, was
equally ftrong, and, in every refpe@, as
well as the other. |

. Al 16 XTI

A fon of Mr. E. of New-Street, Broad-
Street, Golden-Square, about feven years
of age, was feized, in December 1778,
with a violent cold, which fell into both
eyes.  Nothing was done, except wathing
them: with cold' fpring water, for: a
month ; at the end of which, they became
{o -pamiful, -that he could not bear the
leaft degree of -light, and was conftantly
confined: to a reom, which was almoit
dark. :cAn'/dpothecary was confulted,
who ordered one leach to each temple,
and ‘afterwards a blifter behind réach ‘ear.
EW o ortiol ;b 9189qqs :LilPhe



The leaches were applied three different:
times in the courfe of three weeks; aftet:
which, blifters were put on the back; 4nd;
nape of the neck, and, during the- Whﬂlt.:
time, an eye-water was ufed: but all was
without effe@. On the 24th of March
1779, when I firt faw him, the eyelids
were much {welled, as in the former cafe ;
{o that it was impofiible to difcover what
damage the eyes had received. The The-
baic Tincture was applied, and, in a few
hours, proved fo efficacious, that -the
child was able to bear the light, and
could play in it, without ‘any cover
on his eyes. On the 24th the tinc-
ture was repeated, when' the Corneéa
was feen to be perfectly clear, but the
Tunica Conjun&iva much inflamed. 'He
was bled that night with three leaches,
and bliftered on each temple:-"On 'the
2gth, he could fee to:walk®as far as
from his own houfe to Walbrook. ~Af-
tér this, the tinGure was applied every
fecond day.- ‘April 3d, the edges of ‘the
eyelids appeared very red ; {fome gum was

| G 3 {cen
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feen fticking to the lathes; and they ad+
hered much to each other in the morning.
The Citrine Qintment, White Cerate,
&c. were carefully applied, as in the laft
cafe. April 6th, the inflammation was
entirely removed, both from the eyes, and
eyelids, and the fight was perfectly clear,
and free from blemifh,

CASE XIV.

A daughter of Mr. S. of the Admi-
ralty office, when about ten months old,
was fuddenly feized with a fwelling of the
eyelids, and great difcharge of matter from
between them. For this complaint, fhe
was under the care of an apothecary, who
gave her many medicines, and wafhed the
eye with variety of eye-waters; notwith-
ftanding which, the diforder continued
near twelve months, with great violence,
and was attended with' confiderable pain.

At
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At firft, the right eye Emly was inflamed 5
but afterwards, the left alfo was affeted ; |
and in that eye the inflammation became -
the moft obftinate and troublefome. At
length, her friends carried her into the
country, where fhe recovered; which,
they fuppofed, was owing to the change
of air. Notwithftanding this, in May
1776, the child being then about four
years old, the fame difeafe returned in
the left eye, with equal violence ; but was
relieved in a very fhort time, by the ufe of
an ointment given by a ftranger. She con-
tinued well till January 1779, when the
left eye became again affected, as in the
lait relapfe. The ointment, which had be-
fore  cured her, was now tried without
any fuccefs. She took phyfic every third
morning for feveral weeks, but was {till
unable to look at the light; and the Ej_r_r;:;'
lids were much inflamed 1nd fwelled In
this ftate 1 firft faw the patient; when,
the lids being feparated with difficulty, I
difcoyered a large fpeck, which appéared
to, cover; the greater. part of the Cornea,

G 4 I ad-
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I advifed the application of three leaches,
and a blifter, to the left temple : the The-
baic Tin&ure was alfo made ufe of ; and be=
ing found to give great eafe, was repeated
every day, Inafortnight the inflammation
was confiderably abated,and the child could
open her eyes with eafe: but ftill, the edges
of the lids appeared red, and adhered much
to each other during the night; on which
account, the citrine ointment, and white
cerate, were applied at bed-time; ' and
the mixture of warm butter and milk;
when fhe awaked in the morning. In ten
days more, the inflammation was wholly
removed, both from the eyes and eyelids
the {peck, alfo, which at firft appeared to
cover the whole pupil, was greatly res
duced, and the fight was fo far reftored,
as to become very ufeful. An alterative
powder, compofed of Athiops Mineralis.
and Cremor Tartari, was given twice ak
day; and towards the corﬁplctiun of . the .
cure, an ifflue was opened in the left arm,
The fublimate eye-water was continued:)
a long time after the other applications-!
on
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on-account of the fpeck ; ‘which, “though
itdn part remains, ‘as 15 well known to be
ufal in fuch cafes, was, However, by
this- means, graduall'y and 1greatly -du';m-
nrfhed &

CAS EXV

“In' the month of July 17?8 i Was ap-
plied to, by a porter belonnmg to the
Eaft=India Moufe, who was upwards Df
fixty years of age, and had a "violent 1:1—
flammation in both his - fa € had con-
tinued more than 2 month, and Iaud hlm'
entirely afide from his dut}r ' He cuuld
rot open the lids without feelmg very
acate pain : but, though the rednefs of
the'‘eyes was cunhdcmble, it WJ.S not_'.
equal to that which is {beerved in the:i
Chemofis. The Thebaic' Tm&ure Was;
immediately applied ; which, after thc"'
uftial {indrt, gave him great relief. Thf:_
fame “evening he was bled with three'

leeches, and ! bliltered on ‘both tempTes
gle which
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which® further alleviated the pain, and
confiderably leflened, the r;dnefs of the
eye., The tinCture was repeated daily,
with fimilar good effeés, for a fortnight ;
when he was able to attend his duty at
the warehoufe. He now complained,
that his principal difficulty was to fepa-
rate the lids in the morning, which al-
ways gave him great pain. It had been
obferved, for feveral days, that their
edgﬁé were more red than natural; but
his conftant amendment gave reafon to
hope, that the tincture alone would have
been fuflicient to remove it. On a minute
examination, the edgeswere found not only
to be red, but to have feveral {mall white.
points upon them, truly ulcerated ; for
the cure of which, the ufe of the Ci-
trine Ointment, :Whitt‘ Cerate, &c. was
directed, as in_the former cafes. From
thefe applications, the eyelids received as
much benefit, as the eyes had before
experienced from the tincture ;, and, after
three weeks regular ufe of them, he ap-
peared {o well, as to require no further

help :
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help: but, on a fudden,}h’c caugﬁt a freth
cold, which renewed the inflammation
in its former degree of violence. -He
was again bled, and bliftered on the tem-
ples; and the tinture was repeated; by
which he was equally relieved as before.
When the irritation was, in fome degree,
abated, the Citrine Ointment was alfo
applied again, and with good effe&t: and
finding, on enquiry, that he had been al-
ways fubject to {corbutic eruptions, in
different parts of the body, an alterative
eleCtuary was prefcribed, with the free
ufe of Sydenham water, both alone, and
when made with milk into a whey.
He was juft recovered from this re-
lapfe, when the inflammation again re-
turned, without any vifible caufe, and
was attended with equal “pain, as’ at
the firft. The fame means were re-
peated, and an iffue was opened in his’
arm, which foon difcharged fre¢ly. "In’
three weeks from the laft ‘attack, his
eyes were once more recovered to a ftate

of health; fince which he has had no
relapfe
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relaple of a fimilar kind ; but, at this
time, enjoys his fight clear .ﬂﬂ_td pet-
fect. -

C AS Ew XVI.

The foreman of one of the principal:
}:;cwtf:rcrs in the city had been fubje&;
for feveral years, to a weaknefs of fight,
and frequent forenefs on the edges of the
lids; which ftrongly adhered to each
other, and gave great pain in the fepa-
ration, when he awoke 1n the morning.
In the month of June 1778, this fore-
nefs became {o troublefome, as to deter-
mjne him on afking Mr. Wathen’s ad-
vice. The cafe anfwered exactly to the
defcription of the Pforophthalmy; and
the Citrine Ointment, and White Cerate,
were direCted and applied : but, the firft
trial of the ointment, (which was made
ufe of too freely) gave him fo much pain,
that he could not be perfuaded to repeat
it ;- notwithftanding which, from this

tjn_)r:,l
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time, his eyelids began to mf:nd s and, in
three weeks, by the ufe of the Cerate
aloné, he was apparently cured. He con-
tinued well a month ; at the end of which,
the fame complaint returned, though in
a lefs degree than before. He was again
urged, and with difficulty perfuaded, to
ufe the Citrine Ointment, in a more cau-
tious manner, {o as not to touch the glﬂbt‘:
of the eye. It gave much lefs ‘pain ; and,
in'a few days, the cumplamt was Entlrﬁl}?.
removed. = Some weeks after this, he had
another relapfe, and was relieved as fpee-
dily, by the fame apﬁliéatioﬁ_ 'S'ince this
time, he has had no return nf' an}r confe-
quefice ; and, as foon as he percewes the
leaft tcndenty to it, he recurs to the oint-

ment, which is alwavs fufﬁr:lent to re-
move it.

: :._"- | 1 ; C A‘&.SE
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C A SsB. XVII.

In O&ober 1777, the fon of a merchant
in the city, about twelve years of age, was
feized with an inflammation in the left eye,
which would not fuffer him to make the
leaft ufe of it, without great pain. A va-
riety of topical applications, and inter-
nal medicines, were tried, without any
effe& : and, at the end of a month, he
was brought home, and put under the
care of the family phyfician, who pre-
fcribed for him, another month, with no
better fuccefs. Mr. Wathen was then
confulted, who found the eyelids much
{ivelled, and the eye exceedingly inflamed.
The Thebaic Tintture was propofed, and
immediately applied ; and the fame even-
ing he was bled with three leeches, and
bliftered on the temple. The day follow-
lowing, the pain and irritation were fo
much abated, that he could bear the light,

and
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and look at obje&s with a degree of ftea-
dinefs, of which he had been incapable

from the firft attack. This gave an op-
portunity of difcovering a {mall fpeck
upon the Cornea; and alfe, that the
edges of the lids were very red and fore.
The lids, however, were too much {wel-
led, and the inflammation of the eye was
too confiderable, to allow the applica-
tion of the Citrine Ointment; but the
White Cerate, and mixture of new but-
“ter and milk, were ufed, as 1n other
cafes: and, in the fpace of a 'week, the
irritation was fo far gone off, that the
Citrine, alfo, could be applied, without
increafing the pain. After this, the
White Cerate was laid afide, on account
of “the fwelling in the eyelids; and in
place of it, was fubftituted a cataplafm,
made with alum curds, and hog’s lard ;
which proved very ufeful, asa mild aftrin-
~gent. By the ufe of thefe means, the
patient was entirely cured, in a few
- 'weeks, of both diforders; and has had no
relapfe from that time to the prefent.
Several
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Several of the Submaxillary glands had
been obferved to be enlarged, for a long
time before the inflammation of the eyes
came on. Thefe {wellings continued after
the Ophthalmy was removed ; and; in the
July following, two of them were in-
creafed to a confiderable fize. One, be-
ing fully maturated, was opened with a
lancet; the other was extremely hard,
and as big as a common walnut. As foon
as the former was brought into a healing
ftate, the young gentleman was fent into
the country ; with directions to take half
a drachm of the Athiops Vegetabilis,
night and morning; and half a pint of
fea water twice a week. The wound
gradually healed ; the indurated gland
foftened ; and both were perfectly cured
within the fpace of two months; during
which, neither the eye, nor eyelids, had
the {malleft tendency to a relapfe.

CASE



C' A S°E XVIII

" An apprentice to a mathematical ihs.
ffrument-maker in the uty, abouit fwen-
teen years of age; having had the fmall-
pox when he was only two years old,
was, fince that time, fubje&t to frequent, '-
and althoft continual complaints on Ehé,
edges of his eyelids: They were red,
fore, and adhefive; and an inflammation
fometimes extended from them to the
eyes, and . continued upon them for
morths fdgether; depriving him of fight,
and difabling him from attendifig his
fchool, when he was a child, or his bu-
finefs, after he was an apprentice.  The
inflammations had left fpécks in both
eyés; which occafioned, in a greater of
lefs degree, a conftant ohfcunty in the
fight. Great quantities of U}EdlCIﬁe had
been taken ; and various eye-waters; oint=
ments, &c. had been ufed, without any
effe&. Towards the end of Auguflt 1777,
- H after
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after undergoing much pain for fome time,
he was advifed, by me, to ufe the Citrine
Qintment and White Cerate. On the third
day of ufing them, I found that the edges
of the lids were much foftened ; they were
more eafy, and adhered lefs together when
he awoke in the morning. His body was
kept gently open with an alterative elec-
tuary, and the Thebaic TinCture was ap-
plied a few times, at the beginning, on
account of the rednefs, which extended
to the globe of the eye. By thefe means
he gradually mended ; and, by the mid-
dle. of September, his complaint was
entirely removed. - The f{ublimate eye-
water was, however, continued, on ac-.
count of the fpecks. More than two years
are elapfed fince the cure, and he con-
tinues perfectly well, having never had
the flighteft relapfe. The {pecks are with
difficulty diftinguifhed from the other:
part of the Cornea.

CASE
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C A S B - XIX.

A young gentleman in the city had
been fubject, for many years, to a fore-
nefs '‘and inflammation, both on the
eyes. and. eyelids. This diforder firft
came upon him while he was at boarding-
fchool, and was imputed to his binding
a wet handkerchief, inftead of a night-
cap, 'round his head. A fevere cold
in the head, and inflammation in the
eyes, immediately followed ; the for-
mer of which was removed without trou-
ble, but the latter confined him a long
time, and totally prevented him from ap-
plying to his books. From this time,
he was feldom wholly free from it; and
had been under the care of many of the
faculty, who tried the ufe both of ex-
ternals "and internals, without any fuc-
cefs. ~In September, 1778, this com-
plaint attacked him with the greateft vio~
lence, and continued three weeks, without

H 2 , any
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any alleviation. . The eyelids were much
fwelled, and extremely red and fore
at their edges; and upon the Cornea of
each eye, was a fmall {peck, which im-
peded the fight on the fide on which it
lay. The lids adhered fo much to each
other in the morning, that he could not
{eparate them for fome minutes ; nor then
without great pain. In this ftate I found
him: when I immediately direéted the
ufe of the Citrine Ointment, White Ce-
rate, &c. The application of the ointment
gave him no pain; and after only twice
ufing it, he felt himfelf confiderably re-
lieved, and every appearance was favour-
able, to a degree much exceeding what
could have been expected in fo fhort a
time. A decoction of the Bark, and a
weak folution of Sublimate, were given
internally ; which, with the externals,
he continued for a month, and was then
fo well recovered, that the ointment was
omitted, and only the Sublimate eye-
water for the {pecks was ufed. Sinltg
that time, he has been able regularly

to purfue his bufinefs; and has had no
relapfe
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relapfe that has given him much trou-
ble or uneafinefs. Immediately as any
th'ing of the kind appears, he makes ufe
of the Citrine Ointment, which at once
prevents its progrefs.

CASE XX

Mrs. P. a 'lady in the city, five years
fince, was feized with a forenefs upon the
edges of the right eyelids, which gave
her great pain, and frequently inflamed
the eye. Various internal medicines were
adminiftered, with fome externals, by an
apothecary, who fuppofed it to proceed
from a fcorbutic acrimony in the confti-
tution : but, after a confiderable time had
clapfed, without any amendment, a phy-
fician was confulted, who prefcribed other
medicines, with a {imilar intention, but
with no better effe¢t. She afterwards
went to Rochefter, and put herfelf under
the care of a woman, who is much ce-
lebrated, in that place, for curing obfti-

1 nate
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nate complaints of this nature. - This
perfon ufed difterent topical applications,
without affording any relief ; and the pa-
tient, after a trial of two months, came
away worfe than fthe went, Both eyes
were now fo bad, that the was obliged,
for feveral months, to fit in a room to-
tally dark. During this time, the made
trial of various remedies, both external
and internal; fome of which were re-
commended by her friends, and others by
the faculty. Notwithftanding thefe, how-
ever, the forenefs of the eyelids increafed,
the excoriation f{pread low toward the
cheek, and the pain was without inter-
miffion. A perpetual blifter had been
put on her back, an ifflue made in her
arm, and leaches repeatedly applied to the
temples. A furgeon of reputation was
confulted ; who, after a long attendance,
declared himfelf unable to do her fervice,
unlefs the would fubmit to have a feton
in the neck ; which fhe refufed. About
a year and a balf from the commencement
of her diforder, Mr, Wathen propofed

the
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the Citrine Qintment, &c. to be ufed,
in the manner before direGted. The ex-
treme forenefs of the lids caufed the firft
application to give more than common
pain: it was, however, regularly re-
peated ; and, at the end of a week, the
lids affumed a more favourable afpe&;
and the eyes began to bear the light. As
the lids mended, the pain from the ap-
plication abated, and, in a fhort time,
wholly ceafed. Their adhefions to each
other became daily lefs ; and, in fix weeks,
the forenefs was entirely gone off, and
they returned to their natural appearance.
Her eyes now look as well as if they had
never been difordered, and her fight is,
in common, equally good; though, at
times, fhe has found a degree of tender-
nefs in the lids, which has called for the
ufe of the ointment, and fhe has always
been immediately relieved by it.

H 4 CASE
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CoA s £ X8l

Mr. K. of Duke-Street, Spital-Fields,
who is now about fifty years of age,
applied to Mr. Wathen ten years ago,
with a diforder in the eyelids of both
eyes, whlch had not only ulcerated thclr
edges, but caufed them to fwell very
cnnﬁderabl}' and the infide of th_e: lower
ones was turned wholly outward. He had
laboured under this complaint three years,
during the greater part of which time,
he had been totally difabled from any
bufinefs. For hours after he awoke in
the morning, he was obliged to keep his
eyclids C]E}{E% on account of their adhe-
fion ; and when he attempted to {eparate
th;n"@, they would fometimes bleed, and
give him extreme pain. Various medi-
cines and externals had been tried, with-
out any effed. Mr. Wathen directed the
fame applications, as were ufed in the laft
cafe. The Citrine Ointment caufed 3

great
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great fmarting, when firft applied; but,
after three days, the patient was able to
open his eyes, with a degree of eafe, to
which, from his firft {eizure, he had been
a ftranger. His amendment was flow,
but progreffive; and, at the end of two
manfhs, the eyelids were reftored to their
proper ftate, and natural appearance ; and
the patient has enjoyed a full and perfect
fight from that time to the prefent.

Of
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Of the Purulent Eyes of New-born
| be!drgﬂ._.

HE Tunica CDH_]HI]&IV& is defended

from the acrimony of the tears,

by a foft thin mucous fluid, which is fup-
pofed to exhale from innumerable {mall
perforations, difperfed, according to Win-
flow, all over its {urface. This fluid, as
it naturally exifts, is very fmall in quan-
tity ; on which account, asitis pellucid,
it is undifcernible by the naked eye : ne-
verthelefs, it is liable, by an irritation
or inflammation of the parts which fur-
nith it, not only to be increafed greatly in
quantity, but to be fo altered and changed
in quality, as very much to refemble pus
itfelf, both in confiftence and colour. Such,
I fuppofe, was the ftate of St. Yves’s pa-
¢ient, which has before been confidered
(Page
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(Page 19); and which he, in my opinion,

attributed, erroneoufly, to the Metaftafis
of a recent venereal virus. To this cafe,

of a purulent eye in an adult, a _fr:-:*.#

others might be added : neverthelefs, I

cannot but obferve, that fuch inftances

are very rarely to be found; nor, in
common, is the diforder, in patients of
this clafs, altogether the fame as in new-
born children.

In the latter, it firft difcovers itfelf by a
rednefs in the eyelids, which quickly {well
to a fize fo large, as to prevent their being
{feparated, without the utmofl difficulty ;
after which, a conftant difcharge of thick
yellow matter foon fucceeds ; which, if the
lids can be feparated, will appear to {pread
over the eye, {o as entirely to cover it.,
In common, both eyes are affeted nearly.
in the: {ame manner : and, in bad cafes,-
whenever the child cfies, the' infide of
the lids is turned outward ; which is alfo -
the cafe, whenever an attempt-is made to
feparate them with: the fingers. ' This is

' fome~-"
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fometimes the conftant ftate of the lids ;
and though they are reftored, by the fin-
gers, to their proper fituation, yet, on.
being left to themf{elves, they immediately
return to their former inverted ftate.

The purulent eye is ufually uncon-
ne&ted with any other diforder, and is
fuppofed to arife from the child’s being
imprudently expofed to the cold air: but
it is occafionally accompanied with erup-
tions on the head, and other parts of the
body ; and I have, more than once, feen
it attended with evident figns of a fcro-
phulous conftitution.

The fwelling of the eyelids, neceflarily
cccafions a tightnefs, or conftriGion, of
their ciliary edges; by means of which,
the matter which is formed on the in-
fide of them, is prevented from whdlly
running off : and its continuing between
the lids and the globe, ferves ftill further
to increafe the inflaimmation; and 1is,
alfe, the frequent caufe of ulcers and
{pecks, which very often partially, and

fometimes totally, cover the pupil. Thefe
effects
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cffe®s may, in‘a great meafure, be pio<
duced by the acrimony of the matter :  but
even allowing, that the retained fluid is
perfectly bland and mild, its continual
lodgment on the eye is fufficient, by ma-~
ceration only, to deftroy the tranfparency
of the Cornea; and when it has been
joined with the preflure of the fwollen
eyelids, it has been known to ‘caufe: the
Cornea to BursT; the humours to be.
partially or wholly difcharged ; and the
eye, of courfe, to fink in the orbit.

The cure of a diforder, which is known
to be attended with fuch hazardous, and
even fatal confequences, to the eye, isan
object of no fmall importance: and yet
it is undeniably true, that the common
methods which have been ufed, have, for
the moft part, been found infufficient for
this falutary end.  Without “enlarging
upon them, I fhall proceed to lay before
the reader, the defcription of a method
that I have found, in a: great number of

inftances, to give fpeedy relief,

An
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An increafed exhalation from the mi=
nuté,pﬁres of the Conjunctiva, feems to
conftitute the firft ftage of the complaint 5
and, in this early period, _the indication,
without doubt, is to conitringe the re=
laxed veflels, and check their increafed
diicharge : nor is this intention lefs pro-
per,cwhen the quantity of the difcharge
is/'increafed, and when it is changed to
a-purulent appearance ; or even, when it
is: become quite yellow, and accompanied
with fo high a degree of acrimony, as to
erode and rupture the Cornea. That
my meaning may not, however, be mif-
taken, it is neceflary to obferve, that
though the words, matter and purulency,
have frequently occurred on this fubject,
they never were meant to imply the ac-
tual exiftence of pus; but were ufed as
analagous words, the beft fitted that could
be found, to exprefs that fimilar difcharge
which takes place in this diforder. For
here, as in the Gonorrheea, and fome af-
fetions of the Sniderian, and other mem-
branes, thefe epithets are continually

3 ufed,



IIX

ufed, - to exprefs the quality of their aug-
mented excretions; whereas, ‘no: ulcers.
are fuppofed. to-exift in thofe eafes; and,
confequently, no real pus can be formed.
The cafe,  therefore, being rightly un-.
derftood (that the difcharge from the eye
is not real pus; ‘but only mucous, in-
creafed in quantity, and altered in co-
lour, by fome irritating caufe), the ap-
plication of aftringents, in évery ftate and:
degree of the diforder, will appear to be:
as-reafonable, as it has been found to be
{uccefsful. The medicine which I have
ufed for this purpofe, and which, from:
my-experience of its great utility, I would
ftrongly recommend to the public atten-
tion, is the Aqua Camphorata of Bates’s:

Difpenfatory ; the compofition of which
is as follows:

K

Vitriol: Roman.

Bol. Armen. @ v,

Camphor. %j. m. f. pulvis, :
de quo projice %j. in aqua bullientis Ibjv.
amove ab igne et fubfidant fzces.

Upon
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Upon the flighteft view of the ingie-
dients that compofe this medicine, it
mutft be evident, that it poflefes a ftrong
ftyptic quality ; on which its great effi-
cacy, in this diforder, chiefly depends.
It is, however, much too ftrong for ufe;
before it is diluted ; and the degree of its-
dilution muft always be determined by
the peculidr circumftances of each cafe :
neverthelefs, 1 may venture to recom-
mend about one drachm of it to be mixed
with two ounces of cold clear water, as
a medium or ftandard, to be increafed or
diminithed, as occafion may require.

It muift alfo be evident, from the pre-
ceding defcription of the purulent eye,
that neither this, nor any other medi=-
cated fluid, can be well applied to the
affeCted part by means of a fteam, fotus,
cataplaim, or drops: but, that it requires
fome fmall degree of force to fend the
liquor, between the fwelled Conjun&iva_
which lines the eyelids, and that part of
it which covers the globe of the eye.

This cannot be better effeCted than by
2 the
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the ufe of a fmall ivory or pewter {yringe,
terminating in a blunt pointed cone. The
extremity of the fyringe is to be placed
between the edges of the eyelids, in
fuch a manner, that the medicated liquor
may be carried over the whole furface
of the eye; by means of which, the
retained matter will be entirely cleared
away, and enough of the ftyptic power
of the medicine left behind, to interrupt
and diminifh the excefiive difcharge.

It fhould be remembered, that the
quantity of matter, collected under the
lids, varies much in different cafes;
and that, in bad ones, it is formed with
amazing rapidity. According to this va-
riation, the ftrength of the medicine, and
the frequency of repeating it, muft al-
ways be regulated. In the mild or in-
cipient ftate, it may be fufficient to ufe
it once or twice a day, and {omewhat
weaker than the ftandard: but, in the
worft and moft malignant fpecies, it be-
comes neceflary to repeat it once or twice

= every
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every hour, and to increafe its ftypticity
in the fame proportion; and when the
diforder 1s, in fome degree, fubdued, the
ftrength of the medicine, and frequency
of repeating it, may both be decreafed.

The reafons for a frequent repetition
of the means juft mentioned, in bad
cafes, are, indeed, of the moft urgent
nature. Until the Conjunctiva is {fome-
what thinned, and the quantity of the
difcharge diminifhed, it is impofiible to
know, in what ftate the eye is; whether
it is more or lefs injured, totally loft, or
capable of any relief. The continuance
or extin¢tion of the fight, frequently de-
pends on the fpace of a few hours: nor
can we be relieved from the greateft un-
certainty in thefe refpeéts, until the
Cornea becomes vifible.

During the fwelling of the eyelids,
emollient cataplafms have been recom-
mended in books, and are very commonly
ufed; but they are immediately oppofite
in their nature to the method of cure
here laid down : and, in the cafes which

I have
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I have feen; after they had been ufed, I
never could obferve the leaft benefit to be
derived from them. On the contrary, I
am of opinion, they increafed the relax-
ation of the parts; and, in thdt way, be-
came an additional caufe to keep up and
increafe the morbid humour.

Thofe cafes, particularly, in which the
inner parts of the eyelids are turned out-
ward, appear to be caufed by the extreme
relaxation; dnd fwelling of the Tunica
Conjunétiva: This membrane being forced
outward by the child’s crying, or by any
other means, is prevented from return-
ing to its natural fituation, by the carti-
lage called Tarfus; which, preferving its
natural ftrength and elafticity, alts as a
tight band to keep it out. Now, to add '
to this fwelling and relaxation of the
Conjunctiva, by emollient applications
in any form, muft, furely, be oppofife
to every reafonable attempt that can be
made for the cure.

Inftead of cataplafms of this nature,
whenever fuch kinds of applications are

I 2 thought
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thought neceflary, they, alfo, as well as
the lotion, fhould have a tonic, or mild
aftringent property; and I would particu-
larly recommend ene, that is made of
the curds of milk, turned with alum,
and an equal part of Unguentum Sam-
buci, or Axungia Porcini. I have found
this to be highly ufeful. It fhould be
applied cold, and frequently repeated,
without intermitting the ufe of the in-
jection.

It fometimes happens, that the matter
formed between the lids is of a glu-
tinous and adhefive nature, caufing the
eyelathes to ftick to each other, after
they have been clofed for any length of
time. In this cafe, after the cataplafm
above mentioned i1s removed, and before
the lotion 1s injected, 1t will be proper to
wafh off the adhefive matter, with a
little freth butter diflolved in warm milk,
or with fome other {oft oleaginous li-
quor.

The everfion of the lids has {o difagree-

able an appearance, that it greatly alarms
thofe



117

thofe who are unacquainted with the dif-
order; particularly, as is fometimes the
cafe, when it is continual. If it takes
place only when the child cries, and dif-
appears as foon as the crying ceafes, no-
thing more need be done, than to ufe
the applications above recommended ; and
as the fwelling of the Conjunctiva abates,
this fymptom will likewife go off : but,
if the everfion is conftant, it will be
neceflary to repeat the injection oftener
than in other cafes, and to employ a per-
fon, immediately after the ufe of it, to
return the lids, and to keep a comprefs,
dipt in the diluted Aqua Camphorata,
conftantly upon them, with his finger ;
in order that the habit may be removed,
and the lids may recover their proper tone
and ftrength.

Where the fwelling and inflammation
have been confiderable, I have fome-
times found 1t neceflary to take blood
from the temples. In thofe very young
fubjects, who are moft commonly affedted
by this diforder, one leach applied to

g | each



118

each temple feems fully fufficient to an-
fwer the purpofe; immediately after the
ufe of which, T have, in general, direted
a {mall blifter to be applied on the fame
part.

Internals of the abforbent and laxative
kind fhould alfo be given, to keep the
body cool and open; fuch as Rhubarb,
Magnefia, Manna, &c.: and, if there is
reafon to {fuppofe any particular humour
in the habit, gentle alteratives fhould be
added ; fuch as the Athiops Mineralis,
or {mall dofes of Mercurius Dulcis.

In cafes where the infide of the eyelids
has been much inflamed, I have occafion-
ally applied, with good effect, the Thebaic
Tin&ure, as recommended in the chapter
on the Ophthalmy.

CASE
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ColqS B KE1E

A child of Mr. Y. 1n_ Earl-Street,
Seven-Dials, was feized, when three days
old, with a fudden {welling of both eye-
lids, attended with a great difcharge of
matter, which continued a month, with-
out the leaft abatement. For a time,
nothing more was done, than wathing
their outfide with rofe-water and tutty,
fqueezed through a fpunge. This being
found infufficient, the parents brought
the child for advice. I immediately
wafhed off the matter retained on the
globe, with the Aqua Camphorata, pro-
perly diluted, and injected through a fy-
ringe ; and direted the repetition of the
fame every hour. In a day’s time, the
{welling and difcharge evidently abated ;
and the fame applications being conti-
nued, with the occafional ufe of Rhubarb
and Magnefia, to keep the child’s body
open, the eyes were compleatly cured in
lefs than three weeks.

I CASE
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C ASE XXIII

The eyelids of a child of Mr. J. in
Great-Eaftcheap, on the gth day from its
birth, began to {well ; and on the roth
difcharged a great quantity of matter. The
apothecary of the family immediately ap-
plied alarge blifter to the back ; and a lotion
and ointment were ufed to wath and anoint
theoutfide of thelids. Theblifterdifcharged
freely ; and, for fhort intervals, the. ap-
pearances were very promifing ; but not
continuing, two more blifters were ap-
plied behind the ears; which produced
no more lafting benefit than the firft. At
the end of five weeks, the diforder was
as violent as ever. Mr, Wathen was then
called in, by whofe dire&ion the diluted
Aqua Camphorata was injected, and re-
peated every hour. The fame night, the
child opened its eyelids, which it had not
been able to do fince the firft appearance
of the diforder; but feveral days elapfed,

before



121X

before the eyes could be diftinguithed ;
the child thutting them, as a defence
againft the light, and the lids becoming
everted on every attempt to {eparate them
with the finger. When they were firft
feen, the Cornea of both appeared to be
entirely clouded over, and a {mall white
fpot was perceived on each. The fame
treatment was continued a month; to-
wards the clofe of which, one drop of
the Thebaic Tinture was dropped into
the eye every day. The difcharge, at the
end of this time, entirely ceafed ; the eyes
acquired their natural clearnefs; and the
{pecks gradually leflened, and foon became
tranfparent,

CASE
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CASE XXIV.

A child of Mr. S. in Thames-Street,
was feized, like the former, when about
a week old, with a confiderable fwelling
of the eyelids, attended with a great
difcharge of matter. After three days,
inftead of matter, pure blood continually
ifflued out, Fomentations and ointments
were carefully.applied, for a week, by ad-
vice of an apothecary; who, finding no
amendment in that time, gave it as his
opinion, that the eyes were loft; and
defired other afiiftance might be called in,
I propofed the diluted Aqua Camphorata,
and immediately injected it. It was re-
peated every hour; and, the next day,
the hemorrhage ceafed ; but was followed
with a return of the matter, which con-
tinued to difcharge in a great quantity.
The fame lotion was regularly injected ;
the body was kept conftantly open with
Magnefia; and the difcharge from two

Iarga
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large blifters, Which had been put be-
hind the ears, was preferved by the ufe
of the Epifpaftic Ointment. At the end
of three weeks, the difcharge ceafed, and
the eyes were apparently well : but, from
the child’s taking a freth cold, or from
fome unknown caufe, the diforder re-
turned with much violence, and obliged
me to repeat the fame medicine a fort-
night longer ; when the eyes were per-
fectly recovered,

AT E SXV,

The child of Mr. H. in Hound{ditch,
four days after its birth, was attacked
with a fwelling of the left eyelids, which
rapidly increafed, till it became of the
fize of a large walnut: the right eyelids
were alfo fwelled in a fmaller degree;
and, the day following, a very large quan-
tity of matter was difcharged from be-
tween both of them. When the left
eyelids were feparated from each other,

' 105 the
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the appearance very much refem-
bled a deep wound filled with matter.
By advice of the midwife, a mixture of
parfley and hog’s-lard was firft applied ;
but the child continuing to be in extreme
pain, it was foon changed for a poultice
of bread and milk. After this, they were
fomented with a decotion of poppy
heads ; and a large blifter was applied to
the back. The difcharge, notwithftand-
ing, continued very profufe, from both
eyes; and, at the end of a fortnight, the
upper lid of the left eye became everted,
whenever the child cried ; but returned
to its natural ftate, when the crying
ceafed. At firft, the everfion was only
of a fmall part of the lid; but afterwards
became entire. The Tunica Conjunc-
tiva, which lined its infide, was very
much f{welled, and appeared of a deep
red colour. In a fhort time, the ever-
{ion became more obftinate and conftant,
{fo as to continue through the day; and
much refembled (as Mr. Warner has ex-

prefled it), an inverted Inteflinum Rectum.
In
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in this ftate of the diforder, I applied the
diluted Aqua Camphorata, as in the for-
mer cafes, ordering a repetition of it every
hour ; and particularly recommending,
that, at each wathing, the matter might
be entirely cleared away. A poultice,
made with the alum curds and hog’s-
lard, was applied to the lids at bed-
time ; and the child took a table {fpoonful
of the fyrup of poppies, which procured
him a few hours reft. The dif-
charge foon became lefs, but the everfion
continued; on which account, the lid
was returned with the finger, and gra-
duated comprefles, dipt in the campho-
rated lotion, were applied over it, fo
as to make a conftant gentle pref-
fure. The comprefles did not fucceed
as I could wifth, and the everfion often
took place notwithftanding their appli-
cation ; a finger was, therefore, directed
to be kept continually on the lid, until
its reftoration fhould be accomplifhed.
The child was bled with two leaches, and
bliftered on each temple; gentle purges

3 were
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were frequently adminiftered; and the
Thebaic Tincture was daily dropped into
theeye. The finger was kept on the lids,
with as few intermifiions as poflible, for
a week ; at the end of which, the habit
was fo far overcome, as not to be con-
ftant, though it ftill happened, whenever
the child eried. The camphorated lotion
being regularly continued, the difcharge
gradually abated ; and, at the end of two
months, the f{welling, difcharge, and
everfion were entirely cured, and the eyes
became perfectly found and elear.

The utility of the means recommended
is, I think, fufficiently proved by the
cafes above recited. At the fame time, I
am free to acknewledge, that I have not
always met with the fame fuccefs: but,
to do juftice to the propofed remedies, I
muft add, that when I have found them
fail, the diforder had been fuffered to ac=
quire confiderable ftrength by delay; and,
in all thofe inftances, T think it highly
probable, that an early application would

have
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have been no lefs effetual than in the
cafes T have related. The want of fuc-
cefs, therefore, in the exceptions made,
does, in fact, prove nothing more than
the great danger of delay.

Though the three diforders which
have been the fubjects of the preced-
ing pages, are diftin¢t in themfelves, and
required a feparate defcription, in order
to their being rightly underftood, and
properly treated : it 1is, neverthelefs,
equally true, that they are often fo com-
bined with each other, as to prevent the
poflibility of diftinguifhing, at firft fight,
which of them was the original com-
plaint. For inftance, the Ophthalmy is
often occafioned by the Pforophthalmy :
but, before the advice of the faculty is
taken, it is commonly found, that the
Ophthalmy predominates in fo confider-
able a degree, as to prevent an accurate
infpeion of the ciliary glands, and,’of
courfe, any certain knowledge of the ex-
iftence of the Pforaphthalmy. This,

however,
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however, is of no great confequence ; fince
the inflammation of the eye, though not
the original, is the principal complaint,
and requires the primary and more im-
mediate attention : and, when the violence
of the Ophthalmy is abated, the diforder
of the lids will beceme more evident, and
dire¢t to a particular, and more f{uitable
treatment ; without which, it will be
found very difficult, if not impoflible, to
compleat the cure. Again, in cafes of
the purulent eye, the inflammation will
often be found very confiderable, and re-
quire, not only the ufe of the means pointed
out in treating on that {ubjeét, but alfo
thofe others which have been prefcribed
for the cure of the Ophthalmy. In what
I have above faid, my only defign is, to
fuggett a reafon for the occafional ufe of
the Thebaic Tin&ure, leaches, blifters,
&c. in thofe cafes that are claffed under
the title of the Pforophthalmy, and Pu-
rulent Eye.

Cafe
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Cafe of a Gutta Serena cured by
the Ule of Eleftricity.

HE ufe of Electricity, for the cure

of obftinate diforders, has long been
practifed : bui‘, at the fame time, 1t will
hardly be denied, that the application
has, for the moft part, been made by
perfons who were very little acquainted,
either with the texture of the human
frame, or the diforders to which it was
fubject ;5 and who, indeed, had no other
knowledge even of electricity itfelf, but
what they derived from a few common
experiments. In fuch hands, no confi-
derable improvement was to be expected.
Yet, the moft eminent of the faculty
have ever confidered the electric fire, by
means of the wonderful properties, of its
fubtilty and altivity, as capable of being
rendered extremely{erviceable, under many
complaints to which the human body is
fubje& ; particularly, in cafes of obftruc-
K tion
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tion and relaxation ; by a&ing as a deob-
ftruent in the former, and as a ftimulus
in the latter. Pracitioners of this clafs
will candidly receive any information, that
may tend to clear or enlarge the view of
this interefting {ubject ; or to eftablith the
utility of fo fimple, and eafy an application. .

With this defign, I have inferted the
following cafe, which is a remarkable
proof of its efficacy in an incipient Gutta

erena.

Sufannah Moody, about 17 years of age,
fervant to Mr. Baurie, in Spitalfields, on
the 2gth of January 1780, was feized with
a pain in her teeth and jaw, which, two
days after, produced a confiderable {wel-
ling in the face. Thefe fymptoms, how-
ever, went off in a very fhort time: but
they were no fooner gone, than fhe
found fhe was unable to open the left
eyelids ; and the following day, the right
lids alfo were affe@ed in the {fame man-
ner. An apothecary was then confulted.
He, fuppofing that an adhefion was pro-
duced by gum fticking between the edges

of the lids, recommended an ointment to
foften
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foften it : but, as this had no effet, he
feparated the lids with his fingers; when
he was much furprized to find, that the
fight, of both eyes, was entirely loft. In
this utuation I firft faw her. There was
no apparent inflammation in either eye;
the Pupils of both were very much en-
larged ; and the Iris had but a very {mall
degree of contraction. 1 applied the The-
baic Tincure, hoping that the ftimulus
which it ufually gives, might excite the
optic nerve to its proper aétion. The next
_day Mr. Wathen faw her; when the eyes
continued exactly in the fame ftate, as they
were in the preceding. He advifed, that
the tin¢ture fhould be applied again ; that
fhe thould be blooded with three leaches,
and bliftered on both temples. The wea-
ther was fo cold, that no leaches could be
procured. She was, therefore, cupped on
both temples, and three ounces of blood
taken away ; after which, a blifter was
applied to each temple, and two others be-
hind the ears. Thefe applications feemed
to be altogether without effet. She was
{till unable to open the lids; and when

K2 they
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they were feparated by the fingers, fhe had
not the leaft degree of fight in either eye.
February 7th, with Mr. Wathen’s confent,
I electrified theleft eye for a quarter of an
hour : firft, by carrying a ftream of the
eletric fire through the eye; and, after-
wards, by drawing f{parks from all the
parts which furrounded it. That evening,
the perceived no alteration ; but the next
morning fhe could open the left eyelids
with eafe, and diftinguith clearly all the
obje&ts which furrounded her. The be-
nefit did not, however, at all extend to
the right eye or lids. I thercfore elec-
trified this eye, exactly in the fame man-
ner, and for the fame length of time, as I
had done the other. The confequence was,
that, on the next day, the patient had {o
far the ufe of the right eye, as to be capa-
ble of diftinguifthing large objects ; though
not with the fame clearnefs, as the did with
the left. That night the complained that
her head felt very heavy. February gth, I
pafled a ftream of the ele@ric fire through
both eyes, and drew fparks from them ;
which I alfo accompanied with the appli-

& cation
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cation of {mall fthocks through the head in
different dire¢tions. The application gave
her more pain than it had done before; but
fucceeded in the happieft manner: for, on
the following day, fhe opened both eyes
with perfect eafe, and {faw very diftinétly.
I thought it unneceffary to ele&rify her
again, or to do any thing more, than
order an opening medicine ; which entirely
removed the heavinefs the complained of in
the head; and her fight was perfectly re-
{tored.

I have only to remark on the above cure,
which was compleated by only three elec-
tric applications, that it differs from thofe
related by Mr: Hey*, in the following ma-
terial circumftances : —the diforder came
on more {uddenly, than in the cafes de-
{cribed by that author——the blindnefs was
more entire—the eyelids were more af-
feCted—and the cure more {peedy.

* See sth Vol. of Lond. Med. Obf.
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