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Rom. xi1. 13.

~—Weep with them that | weep.

OU are excited in thefe Words to
nourifh in your Breafts a tender
and compailionate Difpofition of
Mind, ready updn every diftrefs-

ful Occafion to bear a part in the Misfortunes
and Afflitions of your Fellow-creatures.
The Heart, that is not dead to all Senf¢ of
Feeling, muft find that this Precept was otigi-
nally written there; informuch that the Com-
mand of the Apoftle tends only to invigorate
a Principle of our Nature, and is a Cdution to
us to keep alive and cherith this innate Pro-
penfion of ‘our Souls. It feems indeéed to be
juft Matter of Reproach to us, that we have
Occafion to be put in mind that we are
Men ; that we ftand in need of Admoni-
tions and Incitements, left we run wild from
our Nature, and apoftatize from Humanity.
B B Never
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Neverthelefs, natural as this Principle is, it
requires fome Care to guard it, and Culti-
vation to nourifh it : Otherwife it may grow
Ianguid thro’ Inattention or Difufe; or it
may be ftifled and almoft extinguifhed
by Counter-inclinations and - evil - Habits.
Powerful as it is, the Law of Nature itfelf
will decay in us, unlefs it is affifted and
fortified by the Maxims of Reafon and
Religion.

To give it therefore its full Influence
upon our Minds, it will be neceflary for us
to look with fome Degree of Accuracy into
ourfelves; and to confider, in the Firft Place,
how this Principle of Sympathy, or Fellow-
feeling in the Diftrefles of each other, ftands
founded in Human Nature: And in the
Second Place, by what Motives it be
ftrengthned, quickened, and excited, 4o as
to give it its full Power and Scepe of
Adion. £ G2 F ad T
~ With refpect to the firfl of thefe Enqui-
ries, let any one recollect, even as far back
as Memory can recall the firft Imprefiions
of Childhood, whether he has not a Con-
{cioufnefs of having frequently indulged that
endearing Kind of Benevolence, that moft
tender Inftinct of Nature, -a compaffionate
Feeling for Mifery. No fooner does the
‘Mind unfold. itfelf to receive Notices from
-the things around us, but it acquires the
_Pe1'c¢ptién, of Sorrow from without, in a

St o oL



| ((32)

much greater Degree, " than' perhaps had
been gained from the Occafions of it we had>
ever experienced’in ourfelves. ~ Nor, as Life
advances, do the Affec¢tions of a Man center
in himfelf; they give'him, whether he will-
" or not, a Participation and Intereft in what
happens to others : His Senfation is'diffufive;
like that which runs thro’ the varieus Mem-
bers of the fame living Bodyy as if our Souls’
were only a Portion of one common Spirit
that animates the whole Human Race, by
which all in general claim a' Share in the
Pains and Sufferings which 'every Individual
feels. ' It is grievous to us to {fee the Agoniesy
or hear:the Groans of any Man, or even any
Creature, 'in ' Affli¢tion. We are moved
with ‘the Relation of Diftrefs, that might
happen-in diftant Times and Places to Per-
{fons whom we never knew. Even the Re=
prefentation of it will call forth Tears from
our Eyes ; where we cannot’ but'be really
affe@ed with counterfeited Grief, and lament
the Mifery which we know to be imaginary.'
In vain have Men endeavoured to refolve

- all this Benignity and Tendernefs in Human
Nature into the narrow Principle of Self-
love: Invain would they perfuade us that this
{feeming generous Concern arifes merely
from an inftantaneous reflex Thought, that
we likewife are liable to the fame Sufferings,
which we f{ee indeed in Others, but com-
miferate in Ourfelves. 'This, it muift be
B 2 owned,
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owned, is a Reflexion that may reafonably
co-operate with the Principle of Compafiion,

but it is not the Source of the Principle it-
felf. For that works in us at a time, when
we were moft incapable of comparing the

- Circumitances of Life, or looking forward.

ipto Confequences, And we muit be fen-
fible, that, in a more advanced Age, this
difinterefted Sympathy has in fome Inftances
carried Men into manifeft Dangers to refcue
others from them, and has over-powered an
immediate Regard to Self-prefervation,
What does all this prove, but that kind
and merciful Affetion: is grounded in the
eriginal Frame of our Conftitution ; and is
fo early and deeply rooted in us, as to exert
itfelf even independently upon Thought and
Reflexion ; and that {o ‘forcibly, as fome-
times to counter-a& and prevail againft the
fober Admonitions of Reafon, and the ftron
Competitions of a contrary Inftinét? AHE
what ¢lfe can we think this powerful Affec-
tion to be, but the Signature of the Bene-
volent Creator of Mankind, ftampt upon
every one that is born of a Woman ? If he
that formed us has not caft us'all in the fame
Mold, nor tempered us with the fame De-
i/rlﬁf: of Refinement, yet he never made a
an, to whom he gave not the Heart of a
Man. 8o ftrongly and univerfally has he
impreffed upon us this Seal of Humanity,
that it is never entirely to be effaced in th{f
g mo
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moft Savage Minds ; but the Tmpreffion is
always faireft and moft unblemifhed in the
moft excellent Tﬂmpers
‘Why then fhould this kind and bﬂnevn-
lent Aﬂ’e&mn be injurioufly reprefented as
a Weaknefs in Human Nature; which, if
we would follow the Dictates” of manly
Reafon, ought rather to be fubdued than
indulged? That it is an Impulfe, which
cmght to be under the Controul and Conduct
of Reafon, will be readily allowed: But
why the Perfeftion of a rational Nature
fhould not be confiftent with the moft tender
Sentiments of Humanity, is not eafily to be
conceived. Itis noReproach to the firongeft
Underftanding to cultivate an Alliance with
that Principle, which flimulates us to bene-
ficent and generous Actions. Such a Prin-
eiple muft be.gencrous in itfelf : Nor does it
derogate from the Virtues of the moft heroic
Caft, fuch as ufualiy'denominate a Greatnefs
of  Mind. For none have been more {en-
fible to the Affli¢tions of others, than thofe
who could well bear up with: Fortitude -
againft all Difafters of their own. But to
decide this Point at once, the greateft T'en-
dernefs of Sympathy dwelt in that divine
Perfon, in whom was the abfolute Perfec-
tion of Human Nature: Jesus wepT.
From thefe Refletions we may go on
with Certamty to conclude, thdt the final
Caufe v&hy this Principle of Sympathy was
inferted
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inferted in ‘eur Nature, was to prompt us
to the immediate and cffettual Relief of the.
Diftrefs which we commiferate. Man zs
born to Trouble, as the Sparks fly upwards.
We are f{ubjet to innumerable Evils and’
Calamities from the very Condition of Hu-
manity ; and thofe Evils would be greatly
multiplied and aggravated without the ready .
Intercourfe of kind Affiftance, and mutual
good Offices. It was therefore a gracious
Provifion in our Creator, to quicken ourn
Nature with fuch a tender Senfation of the
common Mifery, as to make us uneafy and
impatient under the Preflure of it; {o that
no fooner is one in Diftrefs, but all feel the
Anxiety, and all take the Alarm, and Help
flows in from every Quarter.

How much of the Mifery of human Life
might be extinguifhed, would Men be care-
ful to cultivate this innate Principle of com-
paflionate Gentlenefs, and thereby preferve
the genuine Form of their Nature? But
alas! in too many Inftances, and from dif-
ferent Caufes, its Energy may be weakened,
and its Dictates difobeyed. Education may
give a wrong Turn to Nature, and evil
Habit may confirm the Diftortion. Small
pains may be ufed to bring forward the good
Seed fown in our Hearts, while the bad Seed
grows and is luxuriant. Ewvil Inclinations
may be encouraged to {pread themfelves over
our Minds, f{o as to ftifle the virtuous and

moreg
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more tender Affections. Competitions and
Contentions may excite all the turbulent
Paflions ; and an Indulgence in Pride, Ha-
tred, Malice, Envy and Revenge, will in-
troduce a Savagenefs into our Nature, and
make us infenfible, fhall I fay, to Mifery,
nay.even capable of rejoicing in 1t.  Self-
intereft and Avarice will contract our Hearts,
and a Life of Vanity and Pleafures can have
little Concern or Fellow-feeling in Affli¢tion.
Even thofe who retain the compaffionate
Senfations of Humanity, may yet {tudioufly
avoid the Occafions that would call them
forth into Ufe and Action ; or if they do
not efcape from Mifery, and turn away their
Eyes from thofe Objeéts which they eannot
behold without pain, yet fo tranfient is the
Imprefiion as to produce no falutary Effect;
but the Wound clofes, and the Traces of it
vanith, /zke as when an Arrow parteth the
Air, which immediately cometh fogether again,
fo that a Man cannot know where 1t went
thro. |
Under thefe Circumftances, wherein Man

1s {fo lable to be transformed from that
Gentlenefs and Goodnefs of Nature, which
1s implied in the very Appellation of Huma-
nity, into a Creature unfociable and un-
friendly, or even into a malevolent and
mifchievous .one ; it greatly behoves us to
call in the Aid of all thofe powerful Motives,
by whofe Influence this genuine Principli_
e
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of Sympathy may be ftrengthned, quickened
and excited, {o as to give it its full Power
and Scope of Action. And Thanks be to
the Father of Mercies, and God of Comfort
to the Afflicted, they are both many in
Number, and of various Kinds.

The firft Motive that naturally occurs, is
that Complacency and Delight which never
fails to attend a compaffionate Difpofition
of Mind, when it has prompted us to relieve
the Miferies of any of our Fellow-creatures.
This was doubtlefs annexed by our Creator
to the Exercife of all Aéts of Mercy, not
only as a powerful Incitement, but as an
immediate Reward : And it may juftly be
thought no inconfidérable Punithment of
the I-%ard-hearted and Unmerciful, that they
are deprived of fo inexpreffible a Pleafure.
It is indeed inexprefiible, fuch as is not to
be defcribed, but only to be felt: And I
muft refer you to the Teftimony of your
own Hearts,  whether any Jﬂz can equal
the conicious Satisfaction of having been
a Friend to the Affli¢ted. What have been
the tender, the virtuous Tranfports of your
Minds, far exceeding theirs who chant fo the
Sound of the Viol, and are joyful in the
Strength of new Wine, when the Bleflings
of them that weré réady to perifh, ahd
were faved by your charitable Affiftance,
have founded in your Ears ? Indeed to be
capable of relithing this Pleafure, we thuft

' be
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be Men ; we muft preferve our Nature ¢
Which if we are careful to do, we thall find
that a due Indulgence even of the very Sor-
row that proceeds from Humanity, is tem-
pered with a more delicate and refined Joy,
not only than the Pleafures of Senfe, but
than thofe which arife from the Pra&ice of
perhaps any other Virtue,

The frequent Experience we ourfelves
have of Sufferings, is another powerful
Reafon, why we thould preferve a Senfe
and Fellow-feeling in the Misfortunes that
happen to others. If we are by mere
Inftin¢t of Nature difpofed to commiferate
the Afllicted, Senfation ftill improves the
fame merciful Difpofition. We from thence
learn the Reafonablenefs and Propriety of
fympathizing Affections : We are made ac-
quainted with the Anguifh of Sicknefs, and
Pain, and Affli&ion; and if we reafon
aright, muft colleét that the mifery we feel,
is the Mifery of Human Nature. Hence
it 1s, that in our own Misfortunes we think
the reft of Mankind interefted in them; we
fly to others for Relief, and where it 1s de-
nied us, think the Treatment inhuman.
And by the Rule of Equity, we ought
readily to impart that Affiftance, which in
change of Circumfitances we never fail to
lay claim to. This is the proper Leflon we
fhould learn from our own Sufferings:
And we fhall have truly profited in the

¢ School
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School of Adverfity, when a Concern for
ourfelves enlarges 1itfelf into focial Affec-
tion.

Not only the Senfe of what we bave felt,
but the Profpect of what we may feel,
carries with it the like Inftru&ion: And
from a View of the ftrange Viciffitudes of
Human Affairs, we fhould think ourfelves
nearly concerned to exercife and encourage
a Spirit of Goodnefs and Compaflion, We
know not how foon We or Ours may, in
fome fhape or other, ftand in need of the
charitable Affiftance of our Brethren ; nor
can any Man, much lefs any Family, be fo
{ecure of Profperity, as to affure themfelves
they fhall never be caft down. We ought
therefore to take efpecial Care, that we fo
behave ourfelves in the Time of that Profpe-
rity, by thewing Mercy and Loving-kindnefs
to the proper Objects of them, that we may
meet with them at the hands of others in
the Hour of Diftrefs ; and that if the evil
Day fhould come, our Misfortunes may not
by our own fault, receive this grievous
Aggravation, that they deferve not to be
pitied. f

To thefe Motives, which a rational Self-
Concern will fuggeft, we may add thofe of
the focial Kind,

The whole Race of Men are Brethren ;
Individuals of the fame Kind ; allied to
each other by the fame common thugg

and
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and Faculties. To be a.-Man then, 1s to
have a Concern in every Thing that belc:-ngs
to Man. Homo fum, Humani nibil a me
alienum pute. We have the {fame Sentiment
. from higher Authority ; from Holy ob,
that eminent Example of Sufferings and
Humanity ; who wept for bim that was in
Trouble, whofe Soul was grieved for the Af-
Slicted ®, He aced from this Principle of
univerfal Kindnefs and Tendernefs, Did not
be that made me in the Womb, make him ¢
Did be not fafbion us in one Womb -2 This
indeed {hews the Relation of Man to Man
to be ftill nearer. We are the Offspring of
the fame Parents ; we are therefore ftrictly
and properly of one and the fame Family,
and are related not only in Nature but in
Blood.

But nearer Approaches will create more
intimate Engagements ; and our Obligations
to mutual Concern and Kindnefs for each
other will grow ftronger, as we are drawn
clofer together in Society. When Men are
combined in particular Communities, and
reciprocally impart and receive the Benefits
of Social Life, every one has a more imme-
diate Intereft and Title in the Affections
and Affiftance of his Fellow-Citizens. They
are together one Body compacted of many
Members ; the Life and Health of which

Chia 18

* Job xxx. 22.
+ Job xxxi. 15. the marginal Reading,
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is maintained by a Circulation of mutuat
good Offices. The Head cannot fay to the
Feet, I have no need of you. From the
higheft to the loweft, we muft unavoidably
depend upon one another, for any tolerable
Subfiftence and Comfort. As we ftand thus
clofely united and incorporated, the Infe-
rence is extremely plain and rational, #hat
the Members fhould have the fame Care one
for ancther, and if one Member fuffers, all
the Members fhould fuffer with it. And it
particularly concerns thofe, whofe Lot has
placed them in the more profperous Con-
ditions of Life, upon every Occafion, com-
paflionately to relieve and compenfate the
painful Labour, and Hazards, and Misfor-
tunes, of the inferior Part of Mankind, to
which they ftand indebted, in a great Mea-
fure, for their own larger Proportion of
Affluence and Eafe. <« Undoubtedly, fays
¢ an excellent Preacher, God defigned the
¢« good Things of this World, not for the
¢ Gratification of a few of his Creatures,
“ but for the Benefit of all. And he hath
¢ divided them unequally amongft us, not
¢ that one Part of the Human Race fhould
¢ fink under Mifery and Want, and the
“ other look down with Contempt upon
“ them: But that Pity and Gratitude fhould
“ be mutually exercifed, and the Pleafure
of doing and receiving Good felt among
“ Men: That the Poor fhould be ferviceable.

- “ to

"y
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“ to the Rich ; they, in return, kind to
< the Poor ; and both united in the Bonds
<« of mutual ‘Good-will from a Senfe of
¢ their mutual Dependency *.”

But the moft prevalent of all Motives,
which will not only ftrengthen and en-
courage in us the natural Principle of Com-
paflion, but will moreover fanctify it, and
improve it into a Divine Grace, are the
Religious ones. Indeed all that have been
already mentioned, are properly fuch ; for-
afmuch as the Confciouinefs of having this
Principle; the Self-Approbation and Delight
that arife from the Exercife of it; the general
Conftitution of the World, and the particular
Condition of every Man in it; what we are,
and what we feel, are all fo mauy Bvidences
and Declarations of God’s Will, that we
were made for the Relief and Comfort of
one another : But he has made known to
us his Pleafure, by an exprefs Revelation
alfo ; in which he not only frequently refers
us to thefe natural Proofs of his Intentions,
but has likewife added new Sanétions to the
Law of Kindnefs, and ftronger Obligations
to {ecure our Obedience to it. It was this
Law, that our Saviour came into the World,
to explain, enlarge, and inforce. ‘The Sum

and Subftance, the End and Perfe@ion of
his Religion, is Charity. And what is
Charity, but the Love of our Neighbour,
‘ {pringing

* Bifkop of Oxferd’s Spittal Sermon, 1738,
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foringlig from the true Principle of all
Goodnefs, the Love of God ? This is that
Charity which our Blefled Saviour fo emi-
nently recommended to his Difciples, as to
make it the Characteriftic of the Chriftian
Profeffion : And there are two Particulars
efpen:lally which gwc it a peculiar Diftinc-
tion ; by which it rifes as much fuperior
to mere moral Benevolence, as the Source
from whence it flows is higher, and the
Streams that it fupplies are more abundant
and more lafting, They are thefe, that it
is bound upon us by the ftrongeft Engage-
ments, that the Love of God himfelf could
lay us under ; and that it is an intimate and
perpetual Union, begun and cemented in
this Life, by the precious Blood of Chrift,
that it may continue and improve for ever
in our Immortal State. 'The Love of God,
{fo illuftrioufly fthewn to Mankind in their
Redemption by the Son of his Love, muft;
in its proper Operation, raife the Love of
Man to Him, proportionally to the Mercies
received : And the proper Evidence which
God requires of the Increafe of that Love,
is to excel in Love towards each_other ; to
love as Chriftians ; as Brethren ; who have
entered into an Alliance not to be parallelled
b}r any other ; who have laid the Founda-
tion not of a temporary Society, but of an
eternal Union. By our Admiffion inte the
Chriftian Covenant, we are {o incorporated

as
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as Members into that myftical Body, of
which Chrift Jefus is the Head, that neither
Time nor Death can difunite us: And there-
fore neither Life nor Death, nor Things pre-
Jent, nor Things to come, can f[eparate real
Chriftians from that Love which is in Chrif?
Fefus our Lord, and thro which we are
thus intimately united to him, and to one
another, by an indiffoluble and everlafting
Bond.

If from this Reprefentation, we are con-
vinced that the Chriftian State is in its very
Nature and Eflence emphatically the State
of Brethren, that dwell together in Unity ;
and who muft therefore demonftrate the
Reality of that Union, by all fuch A&s as
naturally refult from it ; then will it be the
particular Concern of every true Chriftian,
to diret his Benevolence and Charity to
thofe Objeéts efpecially, which ftand in
greateft Need Uf his compafiionate Affift-
ance. The Poor and the Miferable were
the peculiar Care of our Saviour, while he
was on Earth. To cure Difeafes, to heal
all manner of Infirmities, and to relieve
Men from every Misfortune that opprefied
them, was the Occupation and Pleafure of
his Life. The Miracles that he wrought
were not more an Inftance of his Power,
than of his Goodnefs ; and he chofe to
make manifeft the Glory of God, in his
own Affection and Tendernefs to the Un-

3 fortunate.
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fortunate. We cannot indeed imitate him,
in the wonderful manner of his imparting
Relief ; but as far as God has given us the
Ability and Means, in the ordinary Difpen-
fations of his Providence, it is our indifpen-
fable Duty, fo go, and do likewife.

It would be endlefs to thew from the
vaft Variety of Paflages in the Sacred Wri-
tings, how much our Religion labours to
infpire us with tender Sentiments, and a
real {ympathizing Concern for one another.
To be gentle, kindly affeitioned, tender-
bearted, merciful, compaffionate, is the uni-
form Tenour of the Chriftian Precepts,
To be thus minded, #f there be any Confola-
tion in Chrift, we are exhorted ; by the
Mercies of God, we are entreated. Every
Argument is propofed to us, ever Confide-
ration inforced, that arifes from Humanity,
Duty, Gratitude, or Intereft ; that can work
upon every Spring in Human Nature. “ Re-
 member them which fuffer Adverfity, as
“ being yourfelves alfp in the Body *.” « Be
““ ye merciful, as your Father alfo is merci-
“ ful.”  Have Compaffion one of another :
“ Love as Bretbren §.’  Put on, as the
“ Elett of God, holy and beloved, Bowels of
¢ Mercies|.” *“ God is not unrighteous to
“ forget your Work and Labour of Love t1.”
“ The Poor, the Maimed, the Lame, and the

| Blind,

* Heb. xiii. 3, + Luke vi. 36. 1 1 Pet.iii. 8.
B Col. iii. 12. 11 Heb. vi. 10
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« Blind, cannot recompenfe thee, dut thon
« fbalt be. recompenfed at the Refurreition
Nk i

What more can it be neceflary to add
upon this Subject? What Motive can be
wanting to excite in us a Spirit of Com-
paffion, when the Voice of Nature, the
Condition of Humanity, the Claims of So-
ciety, the Authority of Religion, the Ex-
ample of our Saviour, 'the Precepts, and
Entreaties, and Promifes of the Gofpel, do
all join in one united Plea, that we fhould
pity, alleviate and relieve the Miferies of
Mankind.

But how unqueftionable foever our Obli-
gations to this Duty may appear in general,
Doubts and Difficulties will arife concerning
the particular Exercife of it. The Miferies
of Man are almoft infinitely various and ex-
tenfive ; and our Abilities to remove or
affuage them are very contracted. A good
Man will indeed extend his Compaffien to
every Inftance of Unhappinefs that falls
within his Notice ; and will even wifh,
that his Power to do Good was c:ammenfu-
rate to all the Wants and Sufﬁ:rings in the
World. But as that cannot be, it is necef=
fary for him to fele¢t fuch Objeéts of Mercy,
as are more immediately w1th1n the Reach
of his friendly I—Iand to whom he may ad-

D minifter

* Luke. xiv. 13. 14.
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minifter fuch real Comfort and Relief, as
Charity conducted by Prudence will fupply.
But even here, when the Claimants become
numerous, whom are we to reject, and
whom receive ? This certainly belongs to
every Man’s own private Judgment to deter-
mine ; which may be inclined, for many
juftifable Reafons, to give a Preference
in thefe Competitions for his Beneficence.
The Condition and Qualities of the Suf-
ferer ; the Nature and Degree of the Suf-
ferings ; or even the Difference of Temper
in ourfelves, by which we are difpofed to
receive more or lefs fenfible Impreflions,
fome from one fort of Objeéts, and fome
from another ; thefe, and many other Con-
fiderations may feverally engage us in differ-
ent, and yet all very commendable Acts of
Charity. When therefore the Occafion of
our prefent Meeting calls upon me to re-
commend one particular Charitable Inftitu-
tion, (tho' certainly a more humane, and
generous, and truly ufeful one, was never
devifed or promoted :) let it not be fur-
mized, that I mean to derogate from the
Praife of thofe whofe Bounty flows thro’ a
different Channel ; or that I would defraud
any one kind of Charity, to enrich ano-
ther. Only let me fuggeft thus much,
that if we are not more follicitous to heap
up Riches, than to difpenfe them well ; or

if
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if we are not more fond of running into
expenﬁvf:Vamtlﬂs, than of ﬂlewmg our good
Senfe in defpifing them ; in fhort, if we are
Wife and Religious enough to live with that
decent Oeconomy proportioned to our re-
{pective Conditions, as is required of thofe
who are only Stewards of the manifold Gifts
of God; Iam perfuaded, that He who gives
moit to other Charitable Purpofes, will yet
find fome Remains of Liberality to be be-
ftowed on this occafion alfo, which will
increafe his Treafure in Heaven, without
any real Diminution of that upon Earth.

Certainly amidft all the Miferies incident
to Human Nature, there is not 2 more de-
plorable Cafe, than that of Poverty and
Sicknefs adding Stings to each other. The
Cries of {uch accumulated and importunate
Wretchednefs are not to be refifted : Relief
cannot be denied. To make the Bed of
thefe miferable Creatures in their Sicknefs ;
to reftore Eafe and Health to them, that
Health which was perhaps impaired by an
Application to honeft Labour ; and to enable
them to be again ufeful to thcmfelvcs to
their helplefs and diftrefled Families and the
Publick, is a Charity that, befide the many
fingular Advantages it has to recommend it,
has perhaps more of Humanity in it than any
other. Well therefore did it enter into the
Hearts of the Humane and Prudent to con-

12 trive ;
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trive ; well did it become the Good and the
Great, to {et forward and fupport a Scheme
of Charity, that might be moft effectually
and exteniively beneficial in removing thofe
Evils, which are moft common in the World,
and yet motit diftrefsful and affli¢ting. Many
excellent things have been fpoken by many
Eminent Perfons of this Ini%itutic}n of Hoj-
pitals for the Needy Sick : And Experience
has every where thewn, that they have not
been commended more than they deferve.
It is become their acknowledged Character,

that they are the beft of Charities, the beft
adminiftered.

It is in truth no Small Cnmmendatmn of
thefe Publick Inftitutions, that they are real
and true Charities. I mention this, becaufe
Private Benefactions, how well foever in-
tended, are fometimes ftolen from us by
Counterfeits ; are frequently perverted to
very different Purpofes from what they were
given for; and as frequently fail in the
Eftet, for want of proper Skill in the Ap-
plication. Then as to the common Paro-
chial Relief, the Charity of the Law, that,
I fear, can fcarce with any tolerable Propri-
ety, be called Charity at all. It is not the
Gift of a chearful Giver; but too often
comes {paringly and grudgingly, as it is of
Neceflity. It reaches not to many Objects,
who mﬂﬁ want it, and beft deferve it,
; SUie becaufe
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becaufe they cannot legally demand it. It
feems often to have a different View from
that of providing Remedies for Pain and
Sicknefs : I am fure the too common Treat-
ment of the Poor in this cafe feems to juftify
the Sufpicion; and efpecially the well-known
Practice of hiring them out by the great, to
perhaps none of the moft {kilful or merci-
ful Undertakers, to be difpofed of one way
or other, at the cheapeft Rate. Whereas in
thefe generous Benefaltions, we give with
a ready and willing Mind; and what is
charitably given, is pruclently and faithfully
adminiftered. None are fhut out from the
Benefit of them, but fuch as it would be a
manifeft Injury to the very Nature and De-
fign of the Charity to admit: Either {fuch as
are fufficiently able to provide for their own
Cures ; or fuch as can have no Relief from
Art or Medicine, and would therefore to no
purpofe, but a very uncharitable one, occupy
the place of perhaps many others, that might
in the mean time receive Relief, In Cafes
which require it, the Sick and the Maimed
are taken into thefe hofpitable Houfes ; are
nurfed with Care and Tendernefs ; and are
fed with Food convenient for them. Under
this regular Difcipline, it is reafonable to ex-
peﬂ: that Medicines may have their proper
Eftect, which it isin vain to hope for, unlefs

the Patients are refcued from that hurtful
Diet
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Dict and Management, from which nothing
but the ftri¢t Rules obferved within thefe In-
firmaries, can eftectually deliver them. Both
thefe, and others whofe Maladies are not of
that Nature as to render Confinement ne-
ceflary, have all the Affiftance that the fkil-
ful and diligent Phyfician and Surgeon can
give; even all the Affiftance and Attendance,
without Money and «without Price, that the
Rich can purchafe with.

What the Blefling of God has been upon
the Charity that {fupports this particular In-
ftitution ; what Succefs has crowned the
Labours of thofe Mafters in the Art of
Healing, whofe Praife it is, that they are
not excelled either in Knowledge of Huma-
nity by any of their Profefiion ; the Num-
~ bers of thofe who have been mther enttrcly
cured or greatly relieved, many, even in
Cafes the moft inveterate, obftinate and de-
plorable, will beft declare. Indulge the
pleafing Reflettion, that you have been the
Inftruments in the Hands of Providence, of
reftoring perfect Health and Strength, with-
in lefs than the fhort {pace of five Years,
to more than Seven hundred of your Fellow-
Creatures, who were fick and impotent and
miferable ; and of adminiftring great Relief

and Eafe and Comfort to almoft as many
more.

Confider
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Confider likewife comparatively at how
{mall an Expence fo great a Benefit has been
purchafed. Your Charity under this advan-
tageous Diftribution receives an actual In-
creafe ; and has extended its Salutary Influ-
ence to many more Objects, than it could
poflibly have done by a diftin¢t and {eparate
Application. It feems, at that Diftance
wherein the Effe&& of human Prudence
can approach a Miraculous one, to refemble
in its Operation the Loaves and Fifhes in
the Gofpel, by which fo great a Multitude
was fed and fuftained. This furely is no
inconfiderable Proof of the great and exten-
five Advantages of this Inftitution; which
does not only thankfully receive and faith-
fully apply your Benefadtions, but does in
reality multiply and enlarge them. And as
this Confideration is an Argument for the
Increafe of this Charity, and not the Di-
minution of it, becaufe it will ftill increafe
proportionally in the Effe&, and becaufe
many Sick and Impotent ftill wait for fome
friendly Hand to let them down into thefe
healing Waters ; fo it likewife fhews that
the moft {feemingly inconfiderable Contri-
bution, when thus beftowed, improves in
Value ; and that thofe who have leaft to
give, may here juftly be entitled to the
Name of Benefactors,

But
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proclaim what it is, and that will be its
truelt Praife. And at the fame time let us
join in our ardent Prayers to Geod, that .
this Labour of Love may profper in our
Hands.

The Time would fail me, thould I at=
tempt to {tir up your Liberality, by enu«
nierating all the Singular Advantages of this
Excellent Charity : It is the lefs neceffary,
becaufe they have already, on thefe occa-
fions, been moft fully and pathetically re-
prefented. My Defign was only, by way
of Remembrancer, to touch upon fome
few of the principal ones; fuch as might
be ufeful to encourage you, who have be-
gun this good Work, fo perfevere in well-
doing ; and to excite others, who have not
fufficiently confidered them, to follow your
Example. |

What then remains; but that I thould
entreat you to recal the feveral Motives
laid before you in the foregoing Difcourfe,
and to apply them to the Enforcemeut of
this particular Charity 5 to which Kind
they are perhaps more pf:cuharly adapted
than to any other ?

You retain not the Feelings of Huma-
nity ; you have no Bowels of Compaffion ;
if the extreme Wretchednefs that attends
Sicknefs and Pain aggravated by Poverty,
sannot touch your Hearts. And it touches

E | your
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your Hearts ‘but faintly, if you have only
the inward Feeling of good Affections, with-
_out exerting them to the Relief of what you
Pu}éicknefs and Pain are the common Af-
fli¢tions of Man : You all know what they
are from Experience and Senfation. Con-
fider therefore, that what You have felt,
Others feel ; only with this Difference, that
if they were grievous to be born by you,
who have all the Means of Comfort and
Relief 4t hand, how intolerable muit they
be, when the Pangs of them are fharpened
by the Diftrefs of Penury, and the Sinkings
of Defpair ! , |
- Have you a large Share of the Benefits of
Saciety ; and are you fenfible that you ftand.
indebted to the daily Tafk, the painful
Toil, and the hazardous Undertakings of
the lower Part of Mankind, which expofe
them to a great Variety of Cafualties and:
Difeafes ; that -you abfolately, T may fay,
ftand indebted: to thefe, for your Eafe and
Blenty, and the Enjoyment of all the good
things you poflefs : -And are not they in
their Diftrefles well entitled to your Com-~
patlionate Afliftance; by whofe Services it

13 that you are at all enabled to beftow it ?
Are you really-and truly what you profefs
yourfelves to be, Chriffians ? 'You muft
then koow that A&s of Mercy are peculi-
' arly



(27)

arly Chriftian Duties ; and that you never
are more truly merciful, than when you
relieve the Infirmities and Maladies of your
poor Brethren. Attend to the Recommen-
dation of your Saviour: He has configned
the Needy, and the Sick, and the Impotent
to your Care. Look up to his ﬁrcat Ex-
ample : You will fee that almoft all the
wonderful Aés of his Life difplayed them-
felves in healing Infirmities and curinﬁ all
manner of Difeafes. But above all reflect,
(and it is a Reflexion that will fink deep
into the Hearts of all that have any Hopes.
of Heaven,) that as thefe particular Adts
of Mercy, proceeding from a Principle of
true Chriftian Charity, will be confidered at
the great Day of general Account, as the
fure Evidence of a true Chriftian Faith,
and the fhort Teft of Chriftian Sincerity,
fo they will be principally enquired into
and infifted upon, as the Foundation of
your Reward. Hear, and engrave upon your
Hearts thefe memorable words; ¢ Who-
« foever fhall fee any of the Difciples of
“ Chrift an-bungred, or a-thirft, or a Stran-
“ ger, or naked, or fick, or in Prifon, and
 fhall minifter unto bim; when the Som of
““ Man fball come in bisGlory, be fhall fay unto
 them, inafmuch as ye bave done thus unto
““ one of the leaft of thefe my Brethren, ye

5 « bave






A PEERD I X,

T is thought proper to exhibit, in a gene=~-
ral View, the State of the WoRCESTER
InrFIRMARY 5 in order that every one who
wifhes well to fo great a Charity, which
loudly calls for further Afiiftance, may fee
with what Succefs it has hitherto been con-
ducted. And fo happily in all refpects has
it been managed, as to prove an Encourage-
ment to the Contributors, to continue their
Benefactions, and a powerful Motive to all
thofe whom Providence has enabled, liber-
ally to concur in fo good a Work. The
Experience of this County, and every other
Place where Publick Infirmaries have been
ereted, fpeaks with fuch full Evidence in
their Favour, that there needs no other
Argument to recommend them. If any
Gentleman could entertain a Doudbt about
the Application of the Money, the Regu~
lation of the Patients, or the Government
of the Hofpital, it is defired that he would
take the Trouble to fatisfy himfelf therein,
by vifiting the Houfe, and infpeéing the
Books, which lie open for the Perufal of
every one. Such an Examination would be
highly pleafing ; and the regular Attendance
of the principal Contributors at the weekly
Board, will be looked upon as a valuable,

Addition to their feveral Contributions.
The Number of Beds is now encreafed
to thirty-two, and their Patients being too
¥ much
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much ¢rouded, efpecially in the hotter
Seafons of the Year, the Governors have
fome Time ago taken an Houfe adjoining ;
and both are now laid together, and fitted up
very commodioufly for the Reception of
Patients ; fo that if the Subfcriptions rife in
Proportion, the Country may never have
Reafon to complain, that any miferable
Perfon is not received for want of Room :
For tho' the prefent Amount of annual
Subfcriptions will not juftify the putting up
more Beds immediately, yet if God fhould
pleafe to open the Hearts of more Perfons,
and incline them to encourage this good
Work ; the Houfe is now large enough to
contain near fifty Beds very commodioutly,
which Number would probably be fufficient
to anfwer all the Exigencies of this {mall
County. The prefent Number is certainly
not fufficient, as the Reception of poor Ob-
jects is very frequently delayed, to their
great Difadvantage, for want of Beds to lay
them in.

This ufeful Addition of Beds and Patients
would unavoidably occafion a much greater
Expence, than the prefent Circumftances
of the Charity will admit. The Prefer-
vation therefore and Enlargement of this
charitable Defign, with joint Solicitation,
very powerfully implore liberal Affiftance ;
as frefh Supplies are unavoidably required,
not only from the continued Subfcriptions

of
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of its prefent Benefactors, but likewife from
other compaffionate Hands. '

The Governors have thought proper to
order Poors Boxes, for the Ufe of the In-
firmary, to be erected in the Coffee-houfes
and great Inns throughout this City and
County, that tranfient Benefactors, as well
as thofe who are difpofed to do their good
Works in fecret, may not want an Oppor-~
tunity of concealing them from Men, in
order to make them more acceptable to Him
who fees and will affuredly reward them :
And thofe whofe Circumftances will not
allow them to be large Contributors, may
here throw in their Mite, and be certain to
have it properly applied to the Relief of the
difeafed Poor.—In other Places this Method
has been experienced with Succefs, and we
truft it will not want-it here.

As it is to be hoped, that many Perfons
may be difpofed to bequeath Legacies to this
‘Charity, {o greatly ufeful, and in all refpects
{o well conducted,- which has already re-
lieved fo great a Number of miferable Ob-
jedts, and which cannot be mifapplied, the
following Form is recommended, as proper
to be ufed on fuch Occafions :—

Ttem, I give and bequeath unto A.B. and C. D, the Sum
of upon Truff, and to the Intent that they, or
either of them, pay the fame to the Treafurer or Treafurets,

or the Time being, to a Society who now call themfelves,
The GovERNORS of the WoRCESTER INFIRMARY ;

which faid Sum of 1 defire may be applied ro-
o mvards carrying on the charitable Defigns of the fame

Saciety. .
F 2 g



(32 )

A genamf Acmuﬂf of the Patients that ﬁawﬂ
been admitted into rbeWorceﬁer Inﬁ'mary,

fram the firft Opening of it 11 Jan. 174-;!

Aug: 1, 1750. -
In-PatIcn‘ts B e T -595'
lecharged Cured g e 2O
Relieved — Y
" Tncurable —_— —_ .34
Mlibﬂhamﬂur s —_ 29
Died” " --'—---' e
. Made Out-Patients — . 04
4 REmam Aﬂg e 175’9 - iﬁ
Qut-PatLents — w958
-l]}}khar red. Cured = it Tg.g
Rel;eqed, . T __--—- | (1950 chy
Incurable . 30077 J e i7 1] 31
¢ Non-attendance, smany of whom
- were known tuiwcur:cd —-} 241
“i.Made! Inr-Pat:ents L ——— 59
- Died ST, L) e 5 L — 3
. Remam Aag 1, 175@  — - 65
% 959
Total Iiumber undgr I:he Care of }1
this Inﬁrmar}r e

. N. B. Among the Cured were great
Numbers of moft dcplm'able Objects, af-
flicted with fome of the worft and moft in-

veterate Maladies that Human Nature 1s
{ubject to. ol
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Tbhe State of the Paf:em':.

In-Patients.
Remaining in the Houfe O&. 10, 1749 3 1
Admitted fince _ 137
Q¢ Total 168
Difcharged. Cured 75
. Having received great Benefit, whoﬁ:}
| 20

Cafes would admit no further
Relief

_

Incurable - = — _ .8
Mifbehaviour Sl —
Died PN )
" Made Out-Patients —_— 23
"~ Remain in the Houfe v— _26
| : . : : 16'8

Jf Gut—Pauents |
Rei‘nammg on the Bﬂf}ks Oét. 10, 1749 60
Admnted ﬁnce 20 205

! e T o ipul 265

I)lfcharged Curcd o | e 9 5
}'{avmg received great Benefit, whofe}

Cafes would® admit- nn further %

Relief ——- —
Incurable — e T
Non-attendance, many of whomare)

known to be cured, or grcatly} 47
~ relieved ) i
Died — 14
Made In-Patients e — .9
Remain on the Books =~ : e 65

£on 8 e 265

©
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{7# It is neceflary, on the Yearly State
of Accounts, that there fhould be in the
Treafurers Hands a confiderable Sum in ad-
vance, to fatisfy at the cheapeft Rate the
current Expences of the Infirmary, and to
anfwer all Exigencies, till the Subfcriptions
are paid in: It is obfervable alfo, that the
annual Expences exceed the annual Sub-
fcriptions ; fo that this Charity could not
have been maintained on the prefent Foot,
had it not been afiifted by extraordinary
Benefactions, which cannot: be depended
upon with -any Degree of Certainty; tho’
it is to be hoped that God will continue to
difpofe the Hearts of good People to beftow,
from time to time, upon this charitable In-
ftitution, fuch generous and much-wanted
Contributions.

™ e

The Rt. Hon, GEo. WiLL1AM
Lord Vifcount Deerburft

The Right Revd. Isaac Lord}Pnﬂdﬁnw'
Bifthop of Worcefter

%:-?I%i?_LBRDDRIBB, Efg; }Treaﬁnrﬁrs.

Dr. CAMERON

Dr. ATTwoobp
Dr. MACKENZIE .
Phyficians.
Dr. WaLL

Mr. STepuEN EDWARDS

Mr. Wirriam Russer Surgeons.
Mr. HEN. VAUGHAN JEFFREYS

Worcefler
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Worcefler Infirmary.

An Alphabeucal List of the ANNU AL
SUBSCRIBERS. :

A L&
ﬂllchurch Parith’ I I
Amphlet, Will. Efg; of Hadfor  good
Amphlet, Mr. Tho. of Omberfley 1+ 1
Andrews, Mr. Will. of Wor-

cefter (deceafed) —

Afhby, Mrs. of Worcefter
Afhby,; M;:f; Molly, of Ditto -
Afhfield, Mr. of Everfham
Attwood, Mrs. of Tewkibury
Attwood, Mrs. Url, of Worcefter
Auftin, Mr. Jof, of Kidderminfter

-
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Baddiley, Mr. Ben. ¢f Claines 1 1
Baker, Rev. Mr. George — 1
Barnes, Rev. Mr. Vicar of Om—}
berfley ——
Barnes, Mr. Hen. of Worcefter
Baylis, Dr. t_Jvaeriham S
Baylis, Mr. Will. ¢f Ditto_ —
Beadles, Mr. of Ditto
Beefley, AMr. Ben. of Worcefter
Beefley, Mr, Will. of Ditto. .
Benfon, Rev. Mr. Reélor of Bt
Nicholas, Worcefter, = .

[
[

(e e
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Berkley,
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/
Berkley, Rob. Efy; of Spechley 2
Berwick, Mr. John, ¢f Worcelter 1
Berwick, Mrs. of Ditto —
Biddulph, Rob. Efg; of Leadbury 1
Blackmore, Mr.Fran. ¢f Worcefter 1
Blackmore, Mr. Edward, ¢f Ditto 1
Blayney, Mr Tho. ¢f Ditto I
Blundel, M7, John, of Ditto 1
Bradley, Rev. Mr. of Aftley I
Brocas, Bernard, E/g; e 2
Brocas, Mrs. _— 2
Brodribb, Rich. Efg; of erceﬁer 2
Brodribb, Mzs. — —— 2
Brodribb, M. John ¢f Ditto I
Bmml&y, Will. £/g; of Worcefter 3
Bromley, Will. Efg; of Tewkibury 2
Bromley, Mrs.Marg. of Worcefter 1
Brnmley, Mrs. Eliz. of Ditta . - 1
Brooks, Rev. Mr. of Hanley 1
Brooke, Mr. Ald. of Worcefter 1
Browning, Mr. Armel, of Martley 1
Bund, Mr. Will. of Worcefter .1
Burrith, Geo. Efg; of Droitwich 1
Butler, M. Jof. ¢f Kidderminfter 1
B. G. unknown by Dr. Wall I

C.

Cardale, Mr. of Everfham 1
Cafe, Mr. Ald. of Worcefter I
Chambers, Rev. Mr. of Credley 1
Charlton,Rev.Dr. qulddermmﬁm
Clare, Rev. Mr. of Madersfield 2
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Eckley, Mrs. of Worcefter 1
Eden, Rev. Mr. Préb.of Worcefter 2
i

I

L
-

Ellis, Mr. Will. of Worcefter
Evans, Mrs. of Ditto B
F
Farmer, Mr. John, Attor Worcett. 1
Farr, Mr. of Ditto I
Fincher, Phill. Efg; of Shell 1
Fither, Mr. of Blllmgtﬂn — 1
Ford, Mr Tho. of Worcefter 1
1
I
i

[ SC R o -
00 Q0 X

Francumb Mr. Geo. Ditto
Freeman, Mr. of Gaines  —
Freme, Mr. Will. of Worcefter
G
Gaitfkell, Mr. John, of Worcefter 1
Gardmﬁr Mr John r._:f Omb I
Giles, Mr. Henry — i
Gllm Mr. Tho. of Worcefter 1
I
2

I B R PR
Q000000

Grﬁcnbank, M. Francis, Ditto

Grove, Mrs. Ditto —
H '

Harrifon, Mr. Will. of Elmley 1 1.

[ T I I
QoD QO

Hart, My, John, ¢f Ship i’con g
Hill, Mr. Rich. of Wnrceﬁer ot
Holcomb, Rew. Mr. Preée*ﬂdary} g

of Worcefter —
Holdthip, Mr. Rich. of Worcefter 1 1
Holdfhip, Mr. Jofiah, Ditto P
Holmbden, John, Efg; of Crowle 2 2
Holt Parith ¥
2

Holy—Crofs Parifh, Perfhore
G 2 Hopton,

0.0 0.0 Q 0.0 QQC
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Lo od
Martin, John, Efg; of Overbury 2 2 o
Meadowcourt, Rev. Mr. Pre- } |
bendary of Worcefter i
Mence, Mrs. Sarah, of Worcefter 1 1 o
Mence, Mrs. of the Rock -~— 1 1 o
Meredith, Mr. Johnof Worcefter 1 1 o
Meyfey, Fran. Efg; of Shakenhurft 2 2 o
Morgan, Rev, Mr.Preb.of Wine. 2 2 o
Morgan, M. James of Worcefter 1 - 1 o
Moulding, Mr. Jeft. of Kiddermin. 1' 1 o
Mountfort, Mr. Jam.¢of Worcefter 1 1 o
Mountfort, Mr. John, of Ditto 1 - 1 o
N.
Nath, Rev. Mr. Preb. of Wincheft. 2 2 o

Nafh, George, Efz; .;_;.f‘ Martley 1 1 o
Oliver, Mr. Will. qf Worcefter 1 °
o

Olivers, Mrs. Mary, of Ditto I

Paine, Rev. Mr. of Hanbury 2
Parkes, Mr. Jof. of Worcefter 3
Parkes, Mr. Sam. Ditto = — 1
Pardoe, Mr. James, Ditto 2
Parry, Rev. Mr. of Shipfton 1
Pearkes, Rev. Mr. of Coughton 1
Peirfal, Mr. Nich. of Kiddermin. 1
Perkins, Mpr. Ben. of Worcefter 2
Perry, Mr. Jof. of Ditto ~ — 1
Phelps, Mrs. of Ditto —
Phillips, Mr. of Everfham, Aftorn. 1

Phllley, Mr.Skin. of Worceft. Atf. 1 -
Plowden,
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BT i 8 e
Skinner, Will. Efg;of Underdown 1 1
Skip, John, Efg; of Ledbury 0
Smalridge, Rev. Dr,Chan.of Wor. 2 2
Smith, Rev. Mr. of St. And.Wor. 1 1
Smith, Mr. Jof. of Worcefter 1 1
Smith, Mr. of New Town A4S
Staunton Parith R
Stephens, Rev. Mr. of Martin - 1 1
Stephcns, Mr.Will. of Worcefter 1 1
Stillingfleet, Rev. Mr.Preb.of Wor. 2 2
Stillingfleet,Rev.Dr. Preb. of Durh 171
Suckley Parifh (S
Sutton, Mrs. ¢f Breedon — 2 2
. T. 4
Taylor, Mr.Nich. of Wor. Attor. 2 2
Taylor, Rev.Mr. Rector of Ripple 1 1
Thomas, Rev. Mr. Reétor of St.}
Helen, Worcefter — ala
Thorneloe, Mr. Joh.of Wor. A4#f. 1 1
Todd, Mrs. of Worcefter — 2 2
Tomlins, Mr., Phillip, of Ditto- 1 1
Tottie, Rev. Mr. Arckd. of Wor. 2 2
Turner, James, Efg; of Worcefter 1 1
Turner, Mr. W. N. of Ditto 1
Twamley, Mr. Jof. -:y" Kiddermin, 2 2
Vernon, Tho. Efg; Memc’:fr 0
Parliament faﬁ Worcefter f} Gt
Vernon, Rev. Mr. of Fladbury 2 2
Vernon, Rev. Mr. of Arely S
Yernon, Rev. Mr, of Martley 2 2
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