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EETTER

; From the Facetious DocTOR

Andrew _Tripe,

BATTL

To the Venerable

- Neftor Ir on/io/e

WITH
ﬁn Account of the Reception Mr. Ironfide’s
- late Prefent of a Guardian, met with
- from the Worfhipful Mr. Mayer, and
« other fubftantial Iubabitants of that dﬂﬂ
v CITY.
To which is added,

d .A Prefcription fram the Do&or,

By Way of POSTSERIPT,

| Exa&ly fuited to his DISTEMPER,

' The Adventure of the Bear and Fiddle
-Ts [ung, but breaks off in the m‘iddk Hud.
Pnr:e tamzn Meliore mes fuper alta pirennis
Aftra ferar; n meng; erit Indelibe mﬂmw Ovid.

Lepdon Printed : And Re. printed by R. Waters in Hﬂi-‘f_‘;
ﬁrﬂf, at the Qumtr of Syeamsre dhey, Dﬂh'm 1714,
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LETTER

FROM THE
~ Facetious Dr. T R 1 P E, &c;'
Rgght .Vemraéle, '

\HAT Aggregdre Phllnfopher, Mr,

Ifzac Bickerftaff, of moft memora«

ble Cosuntenance,does, I remember,
in [everal of his Moral Aphorifms, make ve-.
ry honourable Mention of himfelf; for fuch
of his Effays,as were levelled at the general
Benefit of Mankind ; and, upon this Head,
does fairly give himfelf the Preference to.
all the Learned, his Contemporaries, from
Dr, §$——f himfelf, even down to Poet

Cr——/pe ot the Cuftom-Houfe.

- This, with due Refpe& to bis Memory,
fgvoui's-.-{gmewhat more of Self.love, than
cou’d be well expected from {o unbyafs'd a.
- Philofopher :  For I can fee no Reafon, not
do 1 behevc he himfelf cou’d, why the
elaborate Produétions of thofe who fweat
hatd to refcue the laudable Aions of the
- Town, or Corporation, where they either
were born; or of which they were Inbabi-
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tants, from the Jaws of Oblivion, and
rranfmit them with Decency to Pofterity
fhou’d not deferve, at leaft, an cqual En-
Cominmg.

Upon this Confideration 1have, with
unwearied Application, and no {mall Ex-
pence in Coffee and Tobacco, perufed all
the Neotegraphical Tralls as well Foreign as
Domeftick, lately publifhed by thofe pain-
fal and accurate Penmen, the Netwss
twriters, as the Vulgar term them, that
I mighe throughly inform my felf, what
Account they gave the World, of the
Magnificent Reception, which the Ia.
habitants of this Ancicnt and - Noble
Cuy of path, gave to the invaluable
Prefent, which you did them the Hoaour
lately to make them ;  And fee ' whether
they handled fo important a Point,  with
that Nrcery of Truth, and Majelty of
Stile, that the Hiftory of fo folemn a Ce-
remony required. But, to my great A-
ftonifhment, and much greater Concern, I
found ’em all, (to their Difcredit be it
{poken) as Silent upon the Marter, as if
fuch a Thing had never been, iz rerum
WNatura; or at leaft, had happen'd in the
dark Days of Popery and Ignorance.
~ ’Tis true, it is hard to condemn fo Nu-
merous and fo eminent a Bedy of Learned

B e Men;
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Men, in fome whereof, 'us poflible, it
migh: be unpremeditated Omillion : Buein
Ochers, efpecially thofe of ourown !Hland, I
cannot forbear thmkmg it was downiight
Spleen and Envy : And (God forgive me) I
have a {trong ‘Sufplcmn, that my very &ﬁf‘.ﬁf
 Friend, the zndefm‘:(gable and judicious Mr.
Abel, whom I look upon to be the Prefident
of all the Hebdomadal Writers of thy Cen-
tury, has a great deal to anfwer on this
Head. In Love therefore to the Town of
Bath, to which 1 have the Honour of being
Phyfician in O«dinary : Aud, ont of wmy
maﬂ profound Refpelt, Siry for your Vene-
rable Perfon, (wnofe unparallel’d Bounty,
I would gladly [ee perpetuated to all fuc-
ceeding Ages) I bave diligently confulted
Our Publick Records, and with w'maft
Fidelity tranfiribed from them the fﬂ!iawmg
Copy.
¢ Sometime about the latter

- “Endof Qéfobery Annoxz Roging Regif. Ann,
¢ Anne. As Mc. Mayor, Mr. Re- 2 4
corder,the Facetious Dr. Andrew 36. ’
- ¢ TIripe, (meaning your moft

¢ humble Servant) Mr. Lemtive the Apo-
¢ thecary, and feveral other worthy Curi-
‘zens, were, one Afternoon at the Coffee-
g houfc, gravely difcourfing of Politicks,and
e A 3 ¢ were
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¢ were infenfibly fallen into a Polemical
¢ Argument, upon this intricate and im-
¢ portant Queftion, Whether, in cafe the
* Pope of Rome fbow'd bavea Fancy 10 alter
¢ bis State, and take unto bim a Wife, An
A of Parliament wow'd be esther, anecef-
S [ary, or a Sufficient Warrant for bis [o
¢ doing? While the Point was difcufs’d
¢ with that Solidity of Learning, and Ma-
¢ turity of Thought, that cou’d be expe-
¢ &ed from a Company of fach bright Men,
¢ efpecially upon fo ticklifh a Subje&t, who
¢ fhou’d come in, but Mr. Ifaac Bickerfiaff,
¢ Intelligencer General of ‘the Town, by
¢ whofe earneft Locks, and violent Fante-
¢ ing for Breath, they foon perceived, that
¢ he was big with fome Occurrence of Mo-
* ment, of which he wanted o be imme-
¢ diately delivered.
'~ But, before I proceed any further in this
great Undertaking, I find my felf oblig’d,
Moft Learned Sage, by the Rulesof Method,
to make a fmall Dng;cﬂ'on, in ordcrtoglve
you a curfory Defcription of the Perfon,
®arts, and Profeffion of Mr. Ifaac Bicker-
flaff, becaufe I conceive it to be a Preli-
minary abfolutely requifite towards theright
Underftanding of this great Hiftory, and
b:.cau[e wuhout fuch Digreﬁ’ 1on (accordmg
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- to Agreement with my Bookfeller) this my
Letter would not make foconfiderable a F;.
Zureas to reach the Price of §ix Pence, which
however, as it is Inter nos, I defire my re-
main a Secret between me and may- Readber.

Mr. Ifaac, you muft know, Sir, is much
. about your own Age and Siz2,and, if Imay.
credit thofe who pretend to know you,not
- unlike you in the Face, He is of a Sarur.
ming @omplexion, not without fomie vifible
Indications of fuffering much by the Ob-
ftru&tions in the Hippacondria,from whence
- heavy and Caliginous Fumes contmually
afcending to the Region of his Head, do
powerfully invade ghe Territory of his
Brain, where, meeting with little Refiftance,
through the too much Natural Imbemlh-
ty of the Part, they make a moft fad Ha-
vock in the Glandula Pinealis. This ren-
ders him anxious all the While he is a-
wake, difturbs him when afleep, and makes
him dream of nothing elfe but Chains,
Gallies, Gibbets, Raw- baad.r and Bloody.
gomes, by the terrifying Relation of whlch
he often frightens many of the Children of
Her Majefty’s good Subjetts from their
Bread and Butter.

He has uatyrally a downcalt foreboding

A[pc& which, thcy of the Coungry here-
.g. abouts,
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abouts, call a Hanging Look,andanunfeemly
Manner of Staring, with his Mouth wide !
open, and Under- Lip propending, efpecially -
when any ways difturb’d; which is a vehe-
ment Diagnofis, that there is a greac Re-.
laxation in the Optick- Nerves, by which
their Communication with the Pig Mater
is become una&ive, and the Poignancy of’
the Intelletts render’d Obtufe.
- Hetakes a great Deal of Pains to per-
{wade his Neighbours, that he has a very:
fhort Face, and alittle flat Nofe, like a di-.
minitive Wart, in themiddle of his Vifage,
becaufe he was told once by a Dutch For-
tune-Teller, that high hook’d Nofes were:
very ominous, and denoted Cowardice,,
whereas that other Stmmetry was an in..
fallible Indication of Chaler predominant,,
which he hopes, may upon Occafion fup-
ply his Natural Want of Courage.

His Eyes are large and prominent, too
big of all Confcience, for the Concei-
ted Narrownefs of his Phiz, and have
been for fome Yeirs very Subje&t (o
an Infirmity, which We Doéors call the
Gutta Serema; and though he has been
often told of the wonderful Cures lately
perform’d by the Famous Opthalmist Dr.
Henrick, all over the Kingdom, he will

not
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not be perfwaded to make ufe of him,
but calls him Quack, at the fame Time,
that he knows tull well, that the honeft
- Dottor is allow’d by the College to prattice,
after a moft rigorous Examination.

His Back, tho’ not very broad, is well
turn’d, and will bear a great deal : 1 have
feen him my felf, more than once, carry a
valt Load of Timber. HisLegs alfo areto-
lerably fubftantial, and can Stride very wide
upon Occafion, but the beft Thing about
him 1s a handfome Fair of Heels, which
he takes {pecial Pride to {hew, not only
to his Friends, but even to the very worit
of his Enemies.

As to his Parts, he fets up fora Firtuofo,
a Philofopher, and what not! Anddoesnot
only believe it himfelf, but has per{waded
~othets too, that he has a Monflrons Wit :
Oae Day, be gave Bills about for Folks to
come and fee 1ty but unadvifedly demand-
- #ng Two Pence a Picce, be was bif$'d, and
bhooted aty in a most unbecoming  Manner:
‘This made him afterwards be fomewhat
Cautious, how he ventured abroad with
1t ; And 1t is oblerved that, almoft ever
Sincey all bis Difcourfes have been gravely
dully without the leaft larding of 111,

INot-
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Notwith{tanding this, Men of as pro-
found Parts as himf{elf do really allow tha
he has not only a Gensgs naturally adapted
to Schemes and Pro]e&s, but was a&ually
the Firft Inventer of Certain furprifing
Papfr- - Machines, which, by only lookisg
upon ‘em, make Pﬂnpte almoft as wife
as they were before, to the great Wonder
and Satisfalion of all the Beholders. It
was he alfo, that firft difcovered that the
- Chin of Man was a Mufical ln{’crument,
and taught Boys how to play upon it;
a Harmony indeed altogether unknown to
Astiquity,  And Iam credibly inform’d,
that he has now almoft brought to Perfe-
&ion a Syltem, for fixing the Moveable
Fealts, after fo wonderful a Manner, that
from this prefent Year One Thosfand Seven
Hundred and Thirteen, to the Year Seventeen
Thoufand and Twemyl%ur,lncluﬁvc,Eaﬁer
Day may always fall on a Sunday; which
muft needs be, of valt Ufle towards recon-
c:l:ng the ill natur’d Difference fo long
maintain'd betwixt the jfuhm and Gregori-
an Account.

He has moreover an exquifite Faculry
in finding out the Harmony of Monsfilla-
ples, by the help of which, he can eafily
mulkcr, upon Occafion, a Power of pret-

iy |
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ty Sounding Words, fignifying Nothing:
This he calls his Art of Lerology, that 1s,
of faying a great Deal to lictle Purpofe,
and defigns it for a perpctual Fund to pay
his Debts with, |
- It is reported by fome, that he has at-
tain’d the Menflruum of Hermes; and can
make the bafeft of Dutch.Coin, pafls for
true Sterling. Others will have it, that
he Dreams with his Eyes open; can
diffolve Ice by the help of Fire, and tell
Boys by looking 1n their Faces, if their
Nofes ftand awry; for which he has been
reputed a Necromancer. But bis Mafter-Ta-
lent lics in picking up, and retailing of
‘Threadbare Stories : And it is to his won-
derful Sagacity herein, that we of this
Town owe the firlt Hints of the Death of
thac worfhipful Knighe, Sic Roger de Co-
werly. But there 1s a dreadful Misfortune
attends him, that as he feldom fpeaks
Truth, fo he 15 feldom or never believ’d;
"and as he not only will invent moft #mmer-
¢iful Relations of Matters here and chere
tranfa&ted, fo he has another Property, that
fnrthe'H‘can's Blood of him, he cannot tell
a Story, as it told him, but letit be neverf{o
often repeated, will be fure to eadeavour
to admn it with his own Flourifhes, and

| the
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the gentle Reader is often difappoeinted,
when he thinks himfelf fure of kaowing
Something; which, whether it proceeds
from any Lefion, or Defet in the Cere-
bellum, from a Natural Dulnefls of Appre.
henfion, or aDeceptio vifus of bis Memo-
ry, will appear one of thele Days, when
his Brains come, after a decent Execution,
to be diffected at Surgeon’s Hall.

‘Altho’ fome invidious Perfons have en-
deavour'd by oblique Hints, to fuggeft,
that he is noScholar, 1tis amoft malicious
Infinuation; for, to my own Knowledge,
he went fometimes to School, when he
was a Boy; and Ican folemnly affirm, thar,
befides a curious Diﬁ’erratinn, which he has
lately publifh’d upon the Liberty and Pro-
perty of the Three great contending Rivals,
WHO, THAT, and WIHICH; and the
entercaining Dialogues betwixt the Warch-
man and his Goofe : This very individual
- Mr. Ifaac Bickerflaff has a&ually 1n the
Prefs, a moft Elaborate Treatife, which
mull needs be of unconceivable Emolu-
ment to fuch of the Inhabitants of this
Iland, as can neither read, nor write ;
of which, I am told, the Generality of his
Subfcribcrs cornfit. In this learned Piece,’
'tis faid, he has dcmunﬁratcd, almoft Ma-

thematie
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thematically, with what DBrightnefs and
Vivacity he can abftralt Aé#s of Parira-
ment, and, that, to the no lutle Mortifi-
cation of fome Noéturnal Pains-Takers a-
bout the Temple, be has made as great a
Proficiency in the Law, asever he did in
Phyfick or Drvinity, or any other Art or
Science.

His Elocution s not what onght to be
least admired : And, bateing that he 15
very apt [ometimes to miflake one Thing
for another, I know no Man aliwe will
talk more of Matters altogether beyond
bis Reach : Which I take to proceed
from bhence, that baving bad' ki fir T
Education in a Coffee-boufe, where [uch
Bright Men, as You and 1 did ufually
vefort, and heard them frequently dif-
coyrfe of the Intereft of England, Bailance,
of Europe, Exorbitant Growthof France,
Dangerof Popery, Prerogative of the Crown,
Rights of 1he People, Powerof Parliament,
Magna Charta, Religion, Liberty, Propertv,
Commerce, Navigation, and the like, he
was [0 charm'd with the Sound, that
without troubling bis Head in the least,
about the true Meanisg of thofe Tfrm,
ke got a reafonable Quantity of ’em by
Heart, which he repeats at Randm

' L



in all Company : And has in agreaﬁ'
Meafure perfwaded himfelf into a Belicf,
that his being fo often in the Room where
thefe Gentlemen ufed to talk, is Reafon
enough for him to anderftand the Mat-
ter as well as they did. Like Beffus the
Centurion, of whom a certain Auchor of
great Antiquity, writes, that he fancied
himfelf to be unmeafutably valianc, be-

caufe he happen'd once to march along
with an Army of Fifty Thoufand gallane
Lacedemonians. O that other extraordi-
nary Perfon, I think his name was R hodo-
montadoides mention’d fomewhere by §¢ra-
bo, who haviog but a bare promifz once
of {ceing the Roman Senate in afull Houfe,
it fo tickl’d his Fancy, that he already
believed himfelf wife enough to prefcribe
Eaws to the whole Empire,

I muft not undertake, O wife Man, to.
inform you exa&ly, what Religion he is
of; for though he’ll fhake the Parfon of
the Parifh fam:harly by the hand; muake
him areverend Bow as he pafies b}, and
follow him fometimes to the Church, yet
be declares publickly, that he cannot be
reconcil’d to the Church-Wardens, for fuf-
fering  the Pulpit to ftand too high, orras
ther for fuffering the Pew to ftand by the
Pﬂfpﬂ "~ Pres



“ Profanenefs and Immoraliry are what he
- ¢annot juftly betax’d with: For he hasa
difcreet Woman to his Wite, who keepsa'
very ftri&t Hand over him, and by giving
him now and then due and wholfome
Corre&ion, makes him live within decent
Bounds & For which, tho’ he dares not
mutter aSyllable within her hearing, for
fear of the Srrapado, he rails moft bitcerly
at Petticoat Government, behind her back ;
and fays, it is a burning Shame, that #p-
snen fhou'd be fuffer’d to bave fo great a
Sway, when there are fo many Govd Men
in Germany.

One thing I had like to have forgoe,
and that is, his moft profound Skill in
the Rulesof Motion, efpecially that Branch
of it, that relates to Dancing, which he
defines, An Epitome of all Humane Lear-
ming. And 1am told by an Intim:t: f
his, that he has now ready for the Prefs,
feveral curious Eflays upon the feveral
Parts of that truly Noble, and Compre-
henfive Scienee, wherein he proves by Ar-
guments Phifical, Misifical and Mathema-

tical, that Dancing is not only the Primusm
Mobile of all Arts and Sciences ; but that
the Motion of the Sun; Moon, and other
Celéftial Bodies, is but afort of a Chefbire

| e | Round,
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Round, which they dance to the Mufick
of the Spheres.: And moreover, that the .
principal Seat of ‘humane Souls, efpecially
thofe of the fair Sex, is in the Heels, of
which he gives this as an experimental
Demontftration, that whenever you take a
Woman faft hold by them, ’tis ten to one -
but her Soul is your own; Befides feveral.
other new and valuable Difcoveries, too
many to be inlerted here, which I pafs Eu-.
phoma Gratia, to come to his Profeflion.

This was lately, what, in fome Senfe, .
might be term’d Martial; for he was a
Serjeant in the Militia, and 1n a fair way
of mounting in timz to the Dignity of
Provoft, but baving a natural Averfion to
that French familiar Way, of hitting one
another moft Ungentleman Like Blows, too
frequent among(t Military Men, he judi-
cioufly laid afide bis Halberd, and 1s pow
faluted by the Name of Doéfor.

I cannot omit inferting here, that fome
have induftrioufly fpread a Reporr, thathe
formerly had got his living, as his Facher
had done before bim, by Subverting, and
New Modelling the Antient Confti-ution
of Englifo Beards in Church and Srate;
And was, what we vulgarly call, a Barber,
from l:hc Latin word Barba, which, ac-

curdu ﬂ'
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i:mding' to fome Authors of Note and An-
tiquity, fignifies, you know, thar portion
of hair, that grows upon humane Faces,
But 1 do Bona Fide, look upon this parg

of the ftory to be altogether Apocriphal.,

Asto his prefent Circumftances, I can
vouch for him, that he is above oIl fuch
Calumnies; and in 2 fair way of {oon ha-
ving the Whip hand of all the Milignanes
that oppofe him; For he has not only a-
Profpect of being Beadle of his Parifh, if
the Church- Wardens will but approve of
his Eleétion : Bur has already a Magifterial.
Recipe, with which he does not doubr, if,
you believe his pristed Bills, to cure all
fiich of our Countrymen, as are troubled,
with the Heart-burn, and Grumbliogs in
the Gizzard, provided, they will but religi=
oufly abftain from mentioning the two fa=
ral Words, Nantz, and Bonrdeax » Which,
with immenfe labour and ftudy, hé has
Jarely difcoverd, to be impregnated with
an occule Quality highly deftruive ‘to the
Englifp Commerce.

 Heextolls to the very Sky his new Me:,

‘thod of preparing Steele- Pills, with which
he propofes in Time to open all the ob-
g B ftructed
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ftrudted Spleens of this Nation. Thisis alfo
a. Narcotick and a Noftrum : But his Ar-
canum  Magnum 1s, his Emplafirum pro
Nucba, which, 1am fully fauisfied; is a
Specifick Cm‘baf:mn for ail Diftempers if
rightly applyed, and tyed on Secundum
Artem under the left Ear. This he has
ftudied ex profeffo for the prefent eafe, and
relief of fuch of his Friends as are nort
very well in their Minds ; Aad 1 hope
they will find the Benefit of it: Icis a
Noble Preparation of Hemp-feed, which
he holds to be that true Seedof the right
female Fern, {o mightily cryed up by Mo-
dern Philofophers:

All thefe great points thus duly pre-
mis’d, it is not improbable, but that in
the Frontis-piece of a well bound Book,
You may one of thefe days, meet with
this Great Man’s Vera Effigies, handfome-
ly cut, and underneath ir, his Name
dfaacus Bickerfiaffius printed at fulllength,’
with an Anno ¢ 4£1at. &c. and the additio-
nal Title of Medicus : Which he may very’
well do, if what a modern Critick of
ftupendious = Eradition obferves in his*
Anpstations vpon Horace, be truey that'

the Words Medicns, and Madicus’ werg
' anta-




dnuently ufurp’d by moft of the Arabidh
Writers, to fignify the felf fame thing,

tho’ ot late Days they are quite of a dif-
ferent Acceptation.

Havlng thus far, mqﬂ Penerable J'age‘,
-trcfpaf:.d upon your Fatience, and given
you fuccinétly fuch ltems as were abfolute-
ly neceffary, [ think my felf oblig’d toac.
quaint you what Opinion fome Perfons
have conceived of you and of your late
Behaviour, and  Correfpondence with the
Inimitable Mr. Bickerjtaff.

There are, Tcan aflure yoﬂ. who with
Confidence have reported, That your new
ﬁcquamtance bhas debauch’d your Princi-,
ples, and fince his declaring bimfelf of 1he
l’mfeﬂlon, he has given you [ome bewiich-

ing Philter, by whichbe bas gain'd an ab-. .
folute Afcendant over your Wlll and Un-,
derftanding, and inflilld fuch Notions into
yosas are altogether Heterodox, Antimonar-
chical, and unworthy of your Charaéter. 1t
has been fpread Abroad, zhat like Sir Sydre-,
phel of old, be has perfwaded you, tbat the.
Clouds were enchanted Caftles, filld with
Armsy Ammunition, Magick Spells, and

Sorcerers; and that with Squibs and Crack-
by B 2 Ers
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ers and Stink-Pots, you have attenipted to
- Demolifb them. 1 wifh I cot’d recount
all the Stories told concerning you ;  how
many ridiculous Pamphlets vou bave wrote ;
what Pranks you have plaid, wbat Goods
you have difpos’d of, how many Sorts
of Strong-Waters you are ufed to drink
in twenty four Hours, and who has been
forc’d to pay the Reckoning ; whatDe-
liriums you have run into; how youhave
aflerced, that every Man in England is
accountable to you, and, as the Reprefen-
tative of the whole Brits/b Nation, have
drawn up Memorials concerning Her Ma-
jefty’s Male Adminiftration, and 1n the
- Name of all Her Subjects, demanded Ju-
ftice of Her againft Herfelf. One Thing,
Sir, I more particulatly rememberthey faid
of you, and which is fearcely poflible tobe
‘believ’d, that you attempted to make an
Englifiman of Teague. 1t is ftrange, fays
¥ to fome Gentlemen who were talking af-
ter this Manner, how ene Man may be mi-
ftaken in another; I remember this old
Man, he was one of my Patients, but little
did I think he was fuchra dangerous Perford
as yourhave reprefented himy- he always
appear’d to me a good-hatur’d,  fociable, |
facetious” Gentleman,” and indeed I took
- - | himy”
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him for' one of thofe old Wits, who are
naturally yery coltive, fuch as I have often
met with in the Courfe of my Praice,
for befides his being fubje&t to a l*tﬂ;:!a
and Fiux of the Hemorribords, the Sphin.
&er of the Anus was brokewith the im.
moderate Ufe of Swuppofitories.  An Ha.
moyiff he was indeed, ’us true, and fome-
what too tenacious of his owa Opinin ;
but fetting that afide, I don’t know I have
met with a Man of late Years, which
feem’d tobe more entertaining and inoffen-
five Converfation; efpecially, fays I, in
the back Room at Buston's.

. Itold them, how you had feen King
Harry, the laft of that Name, 10 Hanging-
Sleeves; of your firflt Appearance 1a the
Commomwealth of Learning, about March
laft; and how at thefe Years you had
confecrated your Studies to the Service of
the Ladies 3 In fhorty Sir, 1 conceal’d no-
thing that would tend to your Adyantage,
or take off the Calumnies that I was con-
fcious were the inhofpitable Endeavours
of wicked Men to blacken you; and I
now muft beg your Leave to proceed re-
gularly, and to knot the Thread of my Sto-
ry where I broke it off in the Begining.

B 3 Mr.
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My, Bickerftaff awas fearce [eated, when
turnimy bimfelf abruptly to ihe Company ;
Gentlemen, [ays bey This is awonderful Age
awe live iny and agreat many moft fmpfz-
fing things ave daily 10 be met wuth in i,
‘which e f:apf the Obfervation of wus, that
are Learned, and yet are taken Notice of
by the illiterate Peaple of low Life. Mr.
Sly, the Attorney, ss jujt arrived from Lons
don, and has put me in mind of two moft
vemarkable things,which,tho’ I bave rid that
Way above a dozentimes, 1 never refleéted
on before.  The one 154 that, by exait Cal-
culation, he bas found the Road from Lon-
don o Bath, to be every whit as long, as
that from Bath to London. The other,
that, let the Weather be mever o uncertain,
the Weathercock, for the moff Part, ponts
to that Camer that the Wind blows ﬁam

A third thing be likewife told me, and
indeed the moft Materal of all ; but I made
Juch hafle to come and acquaint yon with i,
that 1 vow and profefs, I have guite forgot
what it was: And yet, if my Memory does
not fail me, it was of the greateft Confe-
quence to this City of Bath, of amy perbaps
‘2hat bas happen’d fince the Revolution.  But
afas' Mcmorla hUmmis:s bm a ffﬂky ijid
i | An
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And it was the Saying of a viry wifs
Statefman, that it1s but bad walking i
Slippery Weather : However, 1! is nofmall
Comfore, to be able to recollelt what 15 not
poffible to be remember'd.  But 1t 15 nos L1
to all Folks, I find, to be as wife as fome,
for this fubflantial Reafon, That the longer
we live, theolder we grow. In_fhort, Gen.
tlemen, Quod dixi, dixiy £ told youmy Au-
thory Hifce Oculis audivi. Ton may ask
- b, he s ﬂfﬂgf, and an ﬂttnrney, who
won'd no more tell an Untiuth, than anyone

of bis Profeffion.

The World, I bope, will allow that I am
@ Learned Man, and a4 Wile Man; and
will always, I believe, lay that Strefs upon
my Sayngs, as not 1o put any olher Body's
whatfoever in Competition with them, .
without the leaft Detriment to Chara&ersor
Profeflions. Befides, dato {fed non Conceflo,
that 1 have forgot it, the molt yYou can
make on’t, 15, that fuch extraordinary Wigs
as miney arve generally attended with the
Want of Memory, for which however,
that of {olid Fudgment does always make
ample Attonement.

And
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And now perhaps, sirs when this Letter
comes to be printed, it may be expeéted,
that I {hould make good my Pramfe in -
the Zitle Page, concerning the Reception
of your Prefent, and what Anfwer the Com.
pany return’d to this more than ¢common
Rbetorician. Pardonme, O courteons Reader,
for already detaining thee fo long; it is
- better for both youand me to be at Reft,
after we have travel’d lovingly together
~ for fo many tedious Pages. 1f 1 bave Time
and Opportunity, I may once more per-
haps, to the Satisfaltion of us both, un-
cafe my Speétacles to pervle the Records,
whick, according te the late Cdﬂfﬂ; may
afford us

Fit Matter for anosher Song,

1 am not, I am fenfible, the firlt Mo-
dern who has fell thore of his Title Page;
diverfe and fundry Examples have 1 before
iny Evyes, of Poets, Criticks, Commeniators,
Philofophers, and Politicians, who have
. play’d the fame Game in all Places and in

all Ages of the World. Several Precedents,
oft kamed Sage, could 1 deduce out of
your own #orks, and the Laucubrations of
Mr. Birkerflaff, of Matters begun, bur ne-
Yer endcd, dona and undane, to the Sur-

orife
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prife-of all your Readers ; of Ac¥s of Par-
liament, prov'd unalterable, by the fame
Power that made them, in an Advertife-
ment, and dropr, becaufe it was High
Treafon to afferc it upon the Publication of
the Crifis.

Thus far, O Wife Man, with much La-
bour and Diligence -have 1 brought this
grear Work, to the wifhed for Conclufion,
and by carefully comparing the Coffee- Houfe
Oratson with the Original, do find, that it
1s Religioufly exal. Come, I therefore to
appeal to your own Learned Self, whe-
ther the Great Bickerflaff was not too par-
tial, in afcribing fuch Pre-eminence tothofe
| Spfmlamm, which he writ, filed, and po-
lifh’d at his own Leifure : Whereas, the
Time, which I employ’d in gathering
Materials for this valuable Performance,
- was ftolen from the Hours of my
Natural Reft,; after baving, for the
- Good of my Country, Apenc all the live-
ling Day, as the Poets exprefs themfelves,
In Iriviis, & Quadriviys, delivering my
{alutiferous Inftruitions to all Comers and
Goers, and expos’d to the Rigour of the Sea-
fons,underthe wide Canopyof Heaven. But
as 1 have this Comfort, that 1 underwent
thls great Fatigue, purely to refcae the Giry

where
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where I generally refide, from the Impy-
tation of Ingratitude, which otherwife it
might be liable to; fo I may, without
Vanity, fay, that I have, Uno Iéty, pur-
chas’d to my felf byit the Veneration of the
Learned World, my own private Satisfa-
&ion, and the Thanks of my Fellow Cits.
zens; whofe hearty Acknewledgments like-
wife, as well as my own, I return you,
mioff Ancient Sage, for your defirable Pre-
fent.  And, as1 do not queftion, but you
~will, for the Publick Good, and your own
Credit, be at the Charges of Reprinting
this Authentick Monument of your Libera-
lity, fo 1defire, there may be Copiesenough
to furnifh every Family in England with
one. And becaufe other Narions may alfo
reap the Benefit of your Labours, 1 have
not only prevail’d with my Learmned Ac-
guaintance, Mr. Griffith Evans ap Rice,
Profeflor of the Cambrian Tongue at Ox-
ford, to tranflate them into #elch, but
have fent alfo Copies of them into Ireland,
to the renowned Antiquary Cormack O
Cutllinane, and toold Gillafpick Mackentofb,
chief Chronggrapher of the Highland Clans |
of Scotlandy from whom I have lately re-
ceiv’d fome curtous Memoirs, with which
I may perhaps, one of thefe Days oblige
| the
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the Commonwealth of Learning. And
as 1 am well fausfy’'d: of the Place
which I have gain’d in your moft wife E-
fleem, by this my vaft Undertaking, fo ]
beg Leave to aflure you, that 1 fhall be
ready, uponall Occafions, to let the Worid
know of your great Merit, and how much
I am, ek |

Learnfd, Wife, and Penerable Sir,

Tour moft Humble,

Bath] N{}V. 16.
- 1713, '

And moft devoted Servant,

A. Tripe, M. D.

e e - o R =]
s B e P T ———

POST.
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POSTSCRIPT.

I Had no {ooner finifh’d my Letter, moft
venerable Sage, but reflelting on  the
Happine[s, which we that are Learned, do
now enjoy, by living in the fame Age with
you, Icou’dnotbutbe pleas’d to think, that
when Poflerity fhall perufe your Learned
Produltions, and enquire who were your
Contemporaries, what a handlom mention
will be made of my felf, upon the Account
of my Correfpundence with you. This,
as it cou’d not but be a moft fenfible Satis-
faltion to me, fo it naturally led me into
the melancholly Thought, of what an ir-
teparable Lofs the Publick wou’d fuftain by
the Death of {o valuable a Perfon; and re-
membring, that [ heard of ’ your being
Jately afflicted with a continual Digzinefs
in your Head, and afudden Dimnefs in your
Sight, 1 immediately writ to my two wor-
thy Friends, Sic /#slliamn R——d and Corne-
lius Tilh-rg, who, as they were formerly
the Ornament of the Srage Itinerant, fo
now they are an Homour to the Profeffion,
and beg'd of them o fend me a full Ac-
- count
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céunt of the Canfes, Nature, Rife and Pro-
g”fﬁ, of ‘YDUI' Mﬂfﬂd}'. Thﬂy acquifted‘
themfelves herein with a great Deal of
Gencrofity and Erndiizony and from their
learned Obfervatons 1 immediately com-
prehended, that the chief Origin of thofe
Chronical Diftempers procecded from'your
immoderate [Feeding upon Sallads ; not
only fuchas were pick'd and prepar'd by
Matter- Cooks, as Sidney and Lock; but
Hhkewife thofe that were haftily difli’d up
by the Unskilful, Tutchin and Ridpath, &c.
which creating too many Crudities in the
Syomath, do continually tranfmit to
the [pper Region a ftrange Chass of black,
beavy, and indigefied Vaponrs, that do
not only over power the innate Jmbe-
¢illity of the Bram, but alfo obltrult the
Paffagesof the Optick Nerves, from whence.
thofe ftubborn Affections of your Head and
| Eyes do naturally follow.

~ Hereupon I Zealoufly apply’d my felf;
il\*ngt and Day, to confult the moft va-
ldable Noftrums of all' our Celehrated
Oratles’s and with Joy and Satisfaction
have excerpred from them a Medicine of
the greate{t Vertue's which in the Nams
of the Worfbipful Mr. Mayor, and the
Reft of his Brethren, § have fent you by
) the




§ g
the Carrier in Three Gallipots, as a gratefal
Return for your late Prefent.

This, by the Natural Antipathy of the_
Ingredients, will work powerfully upon
the Crudities, corre¢t the peccant Hu-
mours, and you will foon find the power-
ful Effe&s of itr. Itisa Jﬂdar:ﬁck Dia-
retick, Carminative, and a soporifick. 1t
immediately puts all the Humours in a
Ferment, feparates the Good from the Bad,
attralls to 1t felf, byan occuls Sympathy,
all the Rebellions Particles, diffolves them
in a Thrice, and fcowers all before it like
a Scavinger. ‘'Take the Quantiry of a Nut.
meg horis Medicis,

| Outwardl} you mu{’t qpply to the Re-'
gion of the Heart, a Plaifler of the Ru-
brum Henrici, and wafh your Eyes twice
a Day with the Opthalmick Water 1 pres
fcrib’d to you, when at Barh.
But in cafe your Diffemper fhow i prnve
{o obftinate; as not to yield to thefe moft
fovereign Remedzes ; your lalt Refuge muft
be, a Lataplafm of Hemp, apply'd Cravat-
wife to your Neck, which, tho’ in its Opea.
ration it be fomewhat yiolent, yet it is.an_

#fall, &!ﬁ
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mfalh&le Omne, if rightly ufed; accordmgr-
to thae celebrated Obfervation of one of

our L:arned Predeceffors.

This with a Jirk will do  your Werk, and
| and cure you a're and o’re;
Read, Fudge, and Try, and if you Die,
never believe me more.

Let your Dyet be regular, and drink
good Wines, and of the beft Growth: But,
by all Mecaus, you muft renounce Hollgnd,
Geneva and  trunfwick Mum : For one
corrupts your Lungs, and the other ftupi-
fies your Intelledls, |

If you obferve exally the Method of
thefe Prefrciptions, as 1 hope you will, I
don’t doubt, ,bur that 1n a licle Time,
you will be generous enough, to acknow-
-[edge, that our Prefent is a Match for your
own ; and that whatever Advantage you
may have over us in Years and Learning,’
you have none in the Point of Liberality.

ﬁﬁ?j‘h'
Ut [upra.
FIENIS)












