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A

PESCRIPTION, ¥

LBINOS is the name by which the Por-
tuguefe call the white Moors, who are
looked upon by the negroes as monfters. They
at a diftance might be taken for Europeans;
but, when ydu come near them, their white
colour appears like that of perfons affected

with a leprofy.

In Sauflure’s Voyages dans les Alpes, is the fol-
~ lowing account of two boys at Chamouni, who
have been called Albinos. < The elder, who
was, at the end of the year 1785, about twenty

or one and twentyyears of age, had a dull look,
&9 with



B
with lips fomewhat thick, but nothing elfe in
bis features to diftinguifh him from other peo-
ple. The other, who is two years younger, is
rather a more agreeable figure : he is gay and
fprightly, and feems ndt to want wit. DBut
their eyes are not blue ; the iris is of a very
diftinét rofe colour: the pupil too, when view-
ed in the light, feems decidedly red ; which
feems to demonftrate, that the interior mem-
branes are deprived of the uvea, and of that
black mucous matter that {h%ﬁ line them.,
Their hair, their eye-brows, andieye-lafhes,
the down upon their fkin, were all, in their
infancy, of the moft perfect ﬁﬁ‘ jite colour,
and very fine; but their hair is now'of a reddifh
caft, and has grown pretty ﬁrdﬁ% Their fight
too is fomewhat firengthened ; though they
exaggerate to ftrangers their averfion for the
light, and half fhut the eye-lids, to give them.
felves a more extraordinary appearance. But
thofe who, like me, have feen them in their
infancy, before theywere tutored to this deceit,
and when too few people came to Chamouni ta
make this affectation profitable to them, can
g.;tteft that - then they were not very much of-

' fended
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fended with the light of the day. At thattime

they were {o little defirous of exciting the curi-

ofity of {ftrangers, that they hid themielves to

avoid fuch ; and it was neceflary to do a fort of

violence to them, before they could be pre-

vailed on to allow themfelves to be infpected.

It is alfo well known at Chamouni, that when
they were of a proper age, they were unable to
tend the cattle like the other children at the

fame age ; and that one of their ungles main-

tained them out of charity, at a time of life

when others were capable of gaining a fubfift-

ence by their labour,

¢ 1 am therefore of opinion, that we may
confider thefe two lads as true Albinos ; for if
they have not the thick lips and flat nofes of
the white negroes, it is becaufe theyare Albinos
of Europe, not of Africa. This infirmity affects
the eyes, the complexion, and the colour of the
hair ; it even diminifhes the ftrength, but does
not alter the conformation of the features. Be-
fides, there are certainly in this malady vari-
ous degrees : fome may have lefs {trength,
and be lefs able to endure the light ; but thefe
circume
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circumitances in thofe of Chamouni, are mark-
ed with charaéters fufficiently ftrong to entitle
them to the unhappy advantage of being claf-
fed with that variety of the human fpecies de-
nominated Albinos.

““When nature prefents the fame appearance
often, and with circumftances varied, we may
at laft difcover fome general law, or fome rela-
tion which that appearance has with known
caufes; butwhen a fa& is fo fingular and fo rare
as that of thofe Albinos, it gives but little {cope
to conjettures; and it is very difficult to verify
thofe by which we attempt to explain it.

« T at firft imagined that this difeafe might
be referred to a particular fort of organic de-
bility ; that a relaxation of the lymphatic vel-
fels within the eye might fuffer the globules
of the blood to enter too abundantly into the
iris, the uvea, and even into the retina, which
might occafion the rednefs of the iris and of
the pupil. The fame debility feemed alfo to
account for the intolerance of the light, and
for the whitenefs of the hair.

¢ But
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“ But a learned phyfiologift, M. Blumen«
bach, profeflor in the univerfity at Gottingen,
who has made many profound obfervations on
the organs of fight, and has confidered with
great attention the Albinos of Chamouni, at-
tributes their infirmity to a different caufe.

¢ The ftudy of comparative anatomy has
furnithed him with frequent opportunities of
obferving this phenomenon ; he has found it
in brutes, in white dogs, and in owls ; he fays
it is generally to be feen in the warm-blooded

animals ; but that he has never met with it in
thofe with cold blood.

¢ From his obfervations, he is of opinien,
that the rednefs of the iris, and of the other
internal parts of the eye, as well as the ex-
treme fenfibility that accompanies this rednefs,
is owing to the total privation of that brown
or blackifh mucus, that, about the fifth week
after conception, covers all the interior parts
of the eye in its found ftate. He obferves,
that Simon Pontius, in his treatife de Coloribus
Oculorum, long ago remarked, that in blue
eyes
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eyes the interior membranes were lefs abun-
dantly provided with this black mucus, and
were therefore more fenfible to the action of
light.  This fenfibility of blue eyes agrees
very well, fays M. Blumenbach, with North-
ern people, during their long twilight ; while,
on the contrary, the deep black in the
eyes of negroes enables them to fuppr.:rrt
the {plendor of the fun’s beam in the torrid
zone,

¢ As to the connection between this red co-
lour of the eyes and the whitenefs of the fkin
and hair, the fame learned phyfiologift fays,
that it is owing to a fimilarity of {tructure, con-
Jenfus ex fimilitudine fabrice. He aflerts, that
this black mucus is formed only in the delicate
cellular fubftance, which has numerous blood-
veflels contiguous to it, but contains no fat;
like the infide of the eye, the fkin of negroes,
the fpotted palate of feveral domeftic animals,
&c. And, laftly, he fays, that the colour of
the hair generally correlponds with that of the

iris.  Gazette litt. de Gotingue, O&t, 1784.
& CAt
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¢ At the very time that M. Blumenbach
was reading this memoir to the Royal Society
of Gottingen, M, Buzzi, {furgeon to the hof-
pital at. Milan, an eleve of the celebrated
anatomift Mofcati, publithed in the Opufcoli
Scelti de Milan, 1784, t. vil. p. 11. a very in-
terefting memoir, in which he demonfirates,
by diflection, what Blumenbach had only fup-
poled, :

¢¢ A peafant, of about thirty years of age,
died at the hofpital of Milan, of a pulmonary
diforder. His body, being expofed to view,
was exceedingly remarkable by the uncommon
whitenefs of the fkin, of the hair, of the
beard, and of all the other covered parts of
the body. M. Buzzi, who had long defired
an opportunity of difleting fuch a fubjeét,
immediately feized upon this. He found the
iris of the eyes perfeltly white, and the pupil
of a rofe colour. The eyes were diflected with
the greateft poflible care, and were found en-
tirely deftitute of that black membrane which
anatomilts call the wwea ; it was not to be feen
gither behind the iris, or under the retina;
within
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within the eye there was only found the
choroid coat extremely thin and tinged of a
pale red colour by veflels filled with difcoloured
blood. What was more extraordinary, the
ikin, when detached from different parts of
the body, feemed alfo entirely divefted of the
rete mucofum 3 maceration did not difcover the
leaft veftige of this, not even in the wrinkles
of the abdomen, where it is moft abundant,
and moft vifible.

¢ M. Buzzi likewife accounts for the white-
nefls of the fkin and of the hair, from the ab-
fence of the rete mucofum, which, according to
him, gives the colour to the cuticle, and to
the hairs that are fcattered over it. Among
other proofs of this opinion, he alleges a well-
known faé, that if the {kin of the blackeft
horfe be accidentally deftroyed in any part of
the body, the hairs that afterwards grow on
that part are always white, becaufe the rere
mucofum which tinges thofe hairs is never re-
generated with the fkin.

¢ The
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¢ The proximate caufe of the whitenefs of
Albinos, and the colour of their eyes, feems
therefore pretty evidently to depend on the
abfence of the refe mucofum : But what is the

remote caule ?

¢ In the firft place, it feems probable that
men affeCted with this infirmity, form no di-
{tin&t {pecies, for they are produced from pa-
rents that have dark fkins and black eyes.
‘What is it then that deltroys the refe mucofum
in {uch perfons? M. Buzzi relates a fingular
fat, which feems to throw fome light on this

fubject.

« A woman of Milan, named Calcagni, had
feven fons ; the two eldelt had brown hair and
black eyes ; the three next had white fkins,
white hair, and red eyes; the two laft re
fembled the two eldeft. It was faid that this
woman, during the three pregnancies that pro-
duced the Albinos, had a continual and im-
moderate appetite for milk, which fhe took in
great quantities ; but that when fhe was with

child of the other four children, fhe had no
fuch
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{fuch defire. It is not however alcertained, that
this preternatural appetite was not itfelf the
effe@ of a certain heat, or internal difeafe,
which deftroyed the rete mucofum in the chils
dren before they were born.

¢ The Albinos of Chiamouni are alfo the
offspring of parents with dark {kins and black
eyes. They have three fifters by the fame
father and mother, who are allo brunettes.
One of them that I faw had the eyes of a dark
brown, and the hair almoft black. They are
faid, however, to be all aflliGted with a weak-
nels of fight. When the lads are married, it
will be curious to obferve how the eyes of
their children will be formed. The experi-
ment would be particularly decifive, if they
were matried to women like themfelves. But
this faulty conformation feems to be more
rare among women than among men; for the
four of Milan, the two of Chamouni, the one
defcribed by Mauperitus, the one by Helve-
tius, and almoft all the inftances of thefe fin-
gular productions, have been of our fex. It
is known, however, that there are races of
men









