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A LECTURE,

&c. §c.

THE occasion on which we are now met in this
place, and the circumstances under which we meet,
are remarkable and affecting.

There lie before us the mortal remains of one of the
most illustrious men of our country and of our age.
And that body, once animated by the master-spirit that
now animates it no more, why is it here? Why, instead
of being committed to the tomb, is it in this school
of science ? Why is it appropriated to the advance-
ment of that particular science which is taught within
these walls, to the study of which most who now hear
me are devoted, and in the advancement of which
all of us have the deepest interest ?

Because, when the great and benignant mind that
animated this now lifeless body was in its full vigour,
such was the appropriation of it, calmly, deliberately,
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and solemnly determmed on, by that mind itself ;*
and the circumstances which render this disposal of
the body remarkable, are the extraordinary eminence
of the individual, and the extraordinary degree in
which this act harmonises with the peculiar character
of his mind and the entire conduct of his life. By
this act, he carries by his own personal example, to
the utmost extent to which it is possible for a human
being to carry his example, the great practical prin-
ciple for the development and application of which he
has raised to himself an immortal name.

Were 1 to yield to the impulse of the feelings
which at this moment fill my heart, I should dwell only
on considerations tending to soothe if they cannot
satisfy the mind at the sight of death—the death of
the wise and good—the profoundly revered and the

% This disposal of his body by the deceased was not a recent
act. By a will dated as far back as the year 1769, it was left
for the same purpose to his friend Dr. Fordyce. The reason at
that time assigned for this, is expressed in the following remark-
able words :—* Thismy will and special request I make, not out
of affectation of singularity, but to the intent and with the desire
that mankind may reap some small benefitin and by my decease,
having hitherto had small opportunities to contribute thereto
while living.” By a memorandum affixed to this document, it is
clear that it had undergone his revision as lately as two months
ago, and that this part of it was again deliberately and solemnly
confirmed.
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tenderly beloved., But I have another and a more
difficult task to perform. There are rites which it is
deemed fitting duteously and piously to pay over the
corpse of the hero: for the first time, I have to per-
form those which would seem peculiarly appropriate
to that of the sage.

In bearing to the tomb the mortal remains of the
warrior, it has been the custom to place on the pall
that covers them, the sword by which he has achieved
his victories; he who is now before you asleep in
death has been a warrior : ignorance, error, prejudice,

imposture, selfishness, vice, misery—these are the foes

with which he has combatted. Maleficent too gene-
rally have been the results of the conquests of the
warrior : beneficent are the results of the triumphs of
this moral victor. I propose to direct your attention
to the nature of those results, and to the principle by
which his friumphs have been achieved.

When I consider, that although some who now
hear me are well acquainted with those results and
with their principle, yet that to most of you they can-
not be familiar; that the peculiar and absorbing
studies in which you are engaé'ed, have left you but
little leisure for investigating the nature and tracing
the progress of moral science; that, nevertheless,

there 1s a close relation between that science and
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your own; that the occasions are neither infrequent
nor unimportant in which an acquaintance with psy-
cological and moral phenomena is indispensable to the
due performance of the duties of the physician; that
oftentimes the medical practitioner cannot possibly ap-
ply his peculiar knowledge, however accurate and ex-
tended, to the accomplishment of the only real object of
it—the mitigation of human suffering and the increase
of human happiness—without attention to the laws
which regulate the formation, the suggestion, and the
succession of the trains of pleasurable and painful
thought ; when too I consider in how favourable a
position the physician is placed for observing mental
phenomena in some of their most interesting combi-
nations, and thereby for extending the very science
which may afford him such material aid in the prac-
tice of his own; and when, finally, I consider the
anxiety which the great master of moral science has
expressed for the improvement of the art and science
of medicine—expressed so impressively, so affect-
ingly, by this his last act—I cannot but deem it appro-
priate to this occasion, and in accordance with the
spirit of the example which he has set us, that before
I proceed to the more immediate object of our meet-
ing, I should advert to the sciences which he has so
diligently cultivated, and especially, that I should
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state and illustrate the principle to which I have
alluded—that great principle, by the application of
which he has obtained results that have justly caused
him to be regarded as the foremost among the bene-
factors of the human race with which the world has
ever yet been blessed.

Nature has placed mankind under the governance
of two sovereign masters, Pain and Pleasure : these
two masters govern us in all we do, in all we say,
in all we think. It is for these sovereign mas-
ters to point out what we ought to do, as well as to
determine what we shall do. This their authority is
secured in and by our very nature as sentient beings.
Sentient beings are impelled to action either by their
sensations, or by the copies of their sensations, termed
ideas. Sentient beings do and must prefer the state
of pleasurable sensation, and the presence of plea-
surable ideas, to the state of painful sensations and
the presence of painful ideas. Sentient beings seek,
as the ultimate object and end of all their actions, the
attainment of the former and the avoidance of the
latter. Man is governed by the same law as all
other sentient creatures. The only actual, as well as
the only right and proper end of action, in every indi-
vidual man, is the ultimate attainment of his own
greatest happiness: the all-comprehensive, as well as
the only right and proper end of the social union, or
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of the combination of individual men into that great
aggregate which constitutes a community, is the at-
tainment of the maximum of the aggregate of happi-
ness ; the attainment of the maximum of the aggre-
gate of happiness, by the attainment of the maximum
of individual happiness.

This then is the principle which this philosopher
assumed as the standard of, and the guide to, every
thing that 1s good in relation to human beings—cox-
DUCIVENESS TO THE MAXIMUM OF THE AGGREGATE
oF HAPPINESS. This principle he laid down as the
foundation on which to establish morals, legislation,
and government,*

Now, what the principle of gravitation is to the
whole field of physical science, the principle of felicity
is to the whole field of moral science; and what
Newton did when he discovered that the countless
phenomena of the physical world have the former
for their cause and governance, that Bentham did
when he discovered that the countless phenomena of

the moral world have the latter for their cause and

e . e — e o

# This prineiple is designated “ the Greatest-Happiness Prin-
ciple;” and it is called “ all-comprehensive,” because it includes
every interest of every individual, It is also termed * the
Principle of Felicity ; a much better name for it than that of
“ Utility,” by which also it is, perhaps, the most commonly de-
nominated,
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governance. As Newton saw that the apple falls
from the tree to the ground by the operation of the
same power that moves the planets in their course, so
Bentham saw that, as his own greatest happiness at
each moment is the only actual end of action in every
sentient creature, so it is the pursuit of this end that
can alone secure the maximum of the aggregate of
happiness. In the former principle, the great philo-
sopher of physical nature discovered the source and
the solution of all the complicated phenomena that
fixed his delighted attention on the earth and in the
heavens. In the latter principle, the great philosopher
of human nature discovered the sure and certain guide
to the attainment of the ultimate object of all sound
morality, all wise legislation, and all good government
—the improvement of the human being, the security
and augmentation of human enjoyment. The prin-
ciple of gravitation was known before Newton lived,
but the extent of its operation was not perceived: the
grand benefit which this philosopher achieved for the
science of physics was, that he showed this principle
to be what it really is, all-comprehensive; that he
applied it not only to the exposition of the phenomena
observable in all bodies in the immediate neighbour-
hood of the earth, but also to the exposition of phe-
nomena observable in the heavenly bodies; that he
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assumed it as the great cause not only of the motions
and sitnationsof the several component partsof bodies,
but also as the great cause of the motions and situ-
ations of all bodies whatsoever, considered as wholes,
or each in its totality. In like manner, the fact that
every sentient being aims in all his actions at his own
greatest happiness, and that the object of enlightened
benevolence is to promote and secure the greatest
happiness of the greatest number, was known and
recognised before Bentham wrote; but the grand
benefit which this philosopher achieved for the science
of morals was, that he demonstrated this principle to
be what it really 1s,but what it had never before been
recognised as being, all-comprehensive; the sole foun-
dation of morals, the sole test of every thing that is
good, and of every thing that is evil, in individual
or private conduct, in legislative enactment, in the
form or the measures of government—in a word, in
the totality of human aim and action.*

#* Newton’s doctrine, expressed in his own words, and in the
form of propositions, is—* By attraction, combined with repul-
sion, the motions and situations of the several component parts
of each body arve determined. By attraction, combined with
original impulse, the motions of the heavenly bodies (considered
as wholes, or each in its totality) are determined.” Bentham's
doctrine, expressed in his own words, and in the form of propo-
sition, is—*“ His own greatest happiness at each moment is
the only actual end of action in every sensitive being. The
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[The discovery and application of the true physical
law at the foundation of all physical phenomena, has
produced a total revolution in the philosophy of
physics. The discovery and application of the true
psycological law, equally at the foundation of all
mental phenomena, is destined to produce a like
revolution in the philosophy of morals. Before the
principle announced by Newton, as affording the true
exposition of the constitution and motion of all phy-

all-comprehensive and only right and proper end of government,
is the greatest happiness of the members of the community ; the
greatest happiness of all of them, without exception, in as far
as possible: the greatest happiness of the greatest number of
them, on every occasion in which the nature of the case renders
the provision of an equal quantity of happiness for every one of
them impossible: it being rendered impossible, by its being
matter of necessity to make sacrifice of a portion of the happi-
ness of a few, to the greater happiness of the rest.”

The first teacher of the greatest-happiness principle was the
author of the precepts—* Love your neighbour as yourself, Do
unto others as you would they should do unto you. Render not
evil for evil,but do good even to them that hate you and despite-
fully use you.” The second teacher of it was the author of the
aphorisms—* The only end of human action is to obtain plea-
sure, and to avoid pain. The only proper end of legislation,
government, morals, and religion, is to maximise pleasure and
to minimise pain. The true wisdom of every individual man is
to seek his own happiness in the happiness of others. The
unerring guide to him in this pursuit is, the conduciveness of an
action, ascertained by experience of it, to produce pure plea-
sure, that is, unmixed pleasure ; pleasure unalloyed with pain.”
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sical bodies, has already fallen every other theory, how
remote soever the antiquity inwhich it took its origin,
how plausible soever the solution it gave of apparent
but deceptive phenomena, how great soever the ability
with which it had been defended, and the authority
by which it had been sanctioned: before the prin-
ciple announced by Bentham, as affording the only
true theory, and directing to the only right and proper
object and end of morals, legislation,and government,
1s destined to fall every INSTITUTION, however ancient,
how much-soever eulogised, how deeply-soever vene-
rated, by whomsoever pronounced to be the perfection
of human reason, which is not really conducive to
human happiness; every LAw, constitutional, civil,
and penal, with whatever danger to partial and sinister
interests its abrogation may be pregnant, which is not
conducive to security, to liberty, and to justice ; every
MODE OF PROCEDURE in the administration of the
law, which does not render justice accessible, speedy,
and cheap—which does not minimise delay, vexation,
and expense; every RULE OF coNDUCT, whether re-
lating to public or to private life, the observance of
which does not tend to educe, from the source of plea-
sure it 1s intended to regulate and control, the largest
obtainable amonnt of felicity, and to exclude, in the

completest degree, the corresponding pain with which
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almost every pleasure is but too apt to be linked ;
every SANCTION, physical, judicial, moral, and re-
ligious, which does not secure, at the smallest cost of
suffering, the most perfect and uniform conformity of
the general will and action to the appointed rule.

And, in like manner, upon this same principle, will
ultimately be established whatever institution, law,
procedure, rule, and sanction, human sagacity and
experience may prove to be productive of happiness
and exclusive of misery, however its adoption may be
obstructed for a time by ignorance, by sinister interest,
and by prejudice growing out of such interest.

And had the human mind applied itself with
all its faculties, with all the energy which those
faculties are capable of putting forth, with sin-
cerity of purpose, and with perseverance, to the
adoption of institutions, laws, procedures, rules and
sanctions, having such, and only such ends in view;
had it devoted itself to this pursuit, from that point of
civilisation in the history of our race which is com-
patible with labour of this sort, up to the present hour,
what would now have been the condition of human
society! 'What would now have been the amount of
obtainable felicity, felicity actually and hourly enjoyed
by the millions of human beings that make up that

vast aggregate !
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If, in every community,in proportion as it advanced
in civilisation, every imstitution, constitutional and
social; every law, civil and penal; every mode of pro-
cedure, judicial and criminal ; every rule of action,
public and private; every sanction, physical, penal,
moral, and religions, had been framed with the sole
purpose of securing * the greatest happiness of all its
members, the greatest happiness of all of them, without
exception, in as far as possible, and the greatest hap-
piness of the greatest number of them on every
occasion in which the nature of the case renders the
provision of an equal quantity of happiness for every
one of them impossible;” framed with this view, with
all the intellectual power which might have been
engaged in this service, aided by all the experience
accumulated from generation to generation, and to
the stores of which every hour of every day must,
without ceasing, add; framed, that is, with all the
wisdom at all times at command, wisdom necessarily
approximating to perfection, with the progression of
time—had this been done, not to speak of new sources
of pleasure which might, and which probably would
have been opened, but of which we have now no con-
ception; not to speak of new creations of felicity, the
existence of which, however within the range of pos-
sibility, must be admitted to be imaginary, until
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actnally in existence; not to speak of any pleasures,
the reality and the value of which are not well known
and duly appreciated—had the real, the uniform
purpose, been what I have been supposing, how many
pleasures, now within the reach only of the few, would
then have been in the possession of the many ; and
how many pains, from which only the few have now
the means of security, would then have been averted
from all!

The contrast thus presented fo the mind, between
the condition of the great mass of human beings as it
is, as it might have been, and as it actually would
have been, had legislators and moralists aimed at the
right end, and pursued it with singleness and sincerity,
will be contemplated by every man with a degree of
pain proportioned to the strength of his understand-
ing, and the intensity of his sympathy.

Atan age when the intellectual power which he felt
within him was in its freshness, when the moral affec-
tions which warmed his heart were unchilled by
contact with the world—when the affectionate sym-
pathy for his fellow-beings, which formed so large a
part of his consciousness, and which subsequently
- became the ruling passion of his life, was in its first
ardour, this contrast, in its full force, was brought
before the view of this illustrious man. Destined by



16

the will of his father to the study and practice of the
Fnglish law, he commenced the study, and entered
on the practice. But what was the position in which
he found himself placed ? What, when examined by

a simple and clear understanding—what, when the

practical operation of it came to be witnessed by a
pure and benevolent heart—was the English law?
Like every one else for ages past, he had been told
that it was the perfection of human reason. According
to those who taught it, according to those who prac-
tised it, according to those who subsisted by it,
according even to those who suffered by it—suffered
evils countless in number and measureless in extent,
it was matchless alike for the purity of its aims, and
the efliciency of the means provided for their accom-
plishment; it was a fabric reared by the most exalted
intellects ; reared with incredible labour, through a
long succession of ages, with a difficulty not to be
estimated, vet with a skill so admirable, and a result
so felicitous, as had never before been witnessed in
any work merely human. The understanding that
did not bow down before it, that did not worship it
with prostrate reverence, was low and base: the hand
that was raised to touch so much as a single particle
of it, to change it, was profane. It was the master-

production of the matured, experienced, and virtuously-
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disposed human mind; it was the wonder and perfec-
tion of civilisation ; it gave to this blessed country
that amazing amount of felicity, by the enjoyment of
which its people have been so long distinguished
from all other people in the world, making them the
glory of the earth, the envy of the surrounding na-
tions.

Such was the language universally held, and the
doctrine universally inculcated ; and that not merely
with religious ardour, but with enthusiast zeal ; and
inculcated alike from the humble desk of the village
school, and the pulpit, the bar, the bench, the senate,
and the throne.

And yet the English law thus idolised, when the
substance of it came to be examined by a simple
and clear understanding—when the mode of ad-
ministering it came to be witnessed by a pure and
benevolent heart, what was it found to be? The
substantive part of it, whether as written in books
or expounded by judges, a chaos, fathomless and
boundless ; the huge and monstrous mass being made
up of fiction, tautology, techmicality, circuity, irregu-
larity, and inconsistency: the administrative part of
it, a system of exquisitely contrived chicanery; a
system made up of abuses; a system which constantly

B
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places the interest of the judicial minister in opposition
to his duty ; so places his interest in opposition to his
duty, that in the very proportion in which it serves
his ends, it defeats the ends of justice; a system of
self-authorised and unpunishable depredation; a sys-
tem which encourages mendacity, both by reward and
punishment; a system which puts fresh arms into the
hands of the injurer, to annoy and distress the injured;
in a word, a system which maximises delay, sale, and
denial of justice.

¢ Shall I uphold this vile system ?"” said this just and
benevolent man. ¢ Shall the prospect of obtaining
wealth, shall the hope of being what is called re-
warded with titles and honours, tempt me to assist
in perpetuating it? Shall I do what in me lies
to extend the wide-spread misery which flows from
it? No. I will exhibit it in its true shape; I
will strip off the veil of mystery which has so long
concealed its deformity ; I will destroy it. I will do
more. For this chaos I will substitute order; for this
darkness, light; for this evil, good. ToHE MaAXIMUM
OF THE AGGREGATE OF HAPPINESs—by this test I
will try evil and good ; this shall be my standard, this
my guide. [ will survey the entire range of human
feelings and volitions—such at least as can assume the

shape of actions; and as they pass in review before
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me, I will determine by this rule what shall be sanc-
tioned, and what prohibited. T will rear the fabric of
felicity by the hands of reason and of law !”

With powers of mind fitted for an undertaking thus
stupendous, such as in no age or country had ever be-
fore been equalled, or even so much as approached ;
with an ardour and energy such as in no cause, bad or
good, had ever been surpassed, he betook himself to
the accomplishment of this work. No difficulty stop-
ped him; no danger appalled him; no labour ex-
hausted him ; no temptation, whether assuming the
shape of good or of evil, moved him ; fortune he dis-
regarded ; the pursuit of what is called pleasure he
renounced ; praise could as little bend him from his
course, as blame could check it; human fear, human
favour, had no control, no influence over him ; hu-
man happiness was his object, judicial institution his
means ; and the completeness with which he has suc-
ceeded in developing the means, is comparable only
to the beneficence of the end.

In order to create, it was necessary that he should
destroy; in order to build up, it was necessary that he
should pull down; in order to establish law as it
ought to be, it was necessary that he should demolish
law as it is. Alone he went to the assault, alone he

B 2
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carried it on ; every weapon, every mode of attack—
ridicule, reasoning, invective, wit, eloquence, sar-
casm, declamation, demonstration—all were pressed
into his service, and each in its turn became in his
hands a powerful instrument. His efforts were re-
garded first with astonishment, next with indignation.
‘When Le was no longer looked upon as a madman, he
was hated as an enemy. He was endeavouring to
subvert the most glorious of human institutions ; in-
stitutions which had raised his country to the highest
pinnacle of power and happiness ; institutions which
time, and the experience which time matures, had
shown to be at least the nearest approach to perfection
which the wit of man had ever devised. Such decla-
rations (and such declarations were made in abund-
ance, and were reiterated with all the eloquence
which large bribes given now, and larger bribes pro-
mised in future, could secure) did but redouble his
efforts to expose the delusion; to show that reason
had seldom any thing to do in the construction of the
institutions thus idolised ; that they seldom aimed at
the right end, and still seldomer provided adequate
means to accomplish the end even as far as the aim
was right. Long and earnestly did he labour with-
out any apparent effect ; but at last some impression
was made; the scales fell from the eyes of men of
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powerful intellects in commanding stations ; the im-
posture became palpable; the monstrous idolatry
before which men had allowed their understand-
ings and their affections to fall prostrate, was seen
in its true shape. A revulsion of feeling followed.
Point after point was submitted to rigorous ex-
amination. Champion after champion stood forth
in defence of each; champion after champion was
driven from his position, however impregnable he
thought it; and now, scarcely a single champion
remains. The cumbrous fabric is abandoned ; 1t
totters to its fall ; it is undermined ; it is known to
be so. - The general admission is, that the law of
England, as it is, cannot stand ; that it must be
taken down, and re-constructed. Glory to the
hand that has destroyed it! Glory to the hand
that has built up the beautiful structure reared in
its place !

I will endeavour in few words to give you some
conception of the foundation of this new structure; of
its main compartments ; of its form, such as it has
assumed in the hands of its architect, now capable of
no further labour. Happily, however, as you will see,
what remains to complete the edifice can be furnished
by other hands.

Comprehending in his view the entire field of
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legislation, this legislator divided it into two great por-
tions —internal law, and international law; internal
law including the legislative ordinances that concern
an individual community ; international law, those
that concern the intercourse of different communities
with each other. His chief labour was directed to
the construction of an all-comprehensive system or
code (that is, law written and systematic) of internal
law. Under the term PanNNoMION, a term derived
from two Greek words, signifying ¢ the whole body of
the laws,” he has constructed such a code. This all-
comprehensive code is divided into four minor codes ;
the constitutional, the civil, the penal, and the adminis-
trative. 'The constitutional code includes the several
ordinances which relate to the form of the supreme
authority, and the mode by which its will is to be
carried into effect. The civil code includes the seve-
ral ordinances which relate to the creation or consti-
tution of rights, and is termed the right-conferring
code. The penal code includes the several ordi-
nances which relate to the creation or constitution of
offences, and is termed the mrong-repressing code.
The administrative code includes the several ordi-
nances which relate to the mode of executing the
whole body of the laws, and is termed the code of
procedure. CONDUCIVENESS TO THE MAXIMUM OF
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THE AGGREGATE OF HAPPINEsSS—that is the end in
view. KEach code is a distinet instrument specially
adapted to secure this end. Fach code has not, in-
deed, been left by him in a state of completeness; but
in no part of either, as far as it has been developed,
is place given to a single enactment which has not for
its object, immediately or remotely, the production of
pleasure and the exclusion of pain. In no part,
cither of what he has himself done, or marked out to
be done by others, is any thing commanded—in no
part is any thing forbidden, but as it is, and in as far
as 1t is, conducive to or subversive of happiness ;—no
constitutional provision, determining the form of the
government and the mode of its operation—no action,
bearing the seal of approbation or of disapprobation,
selected as the subject of reward or of punishment,
which is not brought to this standard and tried by
this test. It is only as the details under these two
great divisions are studied, that it is possible to form
a conception of the steadiness with which this end
is kept in view, and the wisdom with which the
means devised are adapted to secure it. To the civil
code he has done the least; but even of this he has
laid the foundation, and provided important materials
for building up the fabric. For the constitutional
code he has done enough to render its completion


































































































































































