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A

SHORT ACCOUNT,
e,

e R e

MR. ASPDEN, the fubjeét of thefe pages, de-
ferves a place in the catalegue of Chriftian wor-
thies, as a man of undoubted fincerity in his reli-
gious profeflion; of exemplary piety, ftability, for-
titude, and ufefulnefs in life; and of the moft un-
fhaken confidence and joyful triumph in the hour
of death. He had, it 1s true, his weaknelles as a
man, and what fome might term faults; if not,
he would have been exempted from the com-
mon frailties and fufferings of human nature. To
be free from defects, is what does not belong to
this ftate of being. The beft of Chriftians are not
fo perfeét in this life, as to be free from ignorance,
nor from miflake in things uneflential, which, in-
deed, is almoit an unavoidable confequence of
it. The foul’s dwelling in fleth and blood, and
thinking by the mediation of our bodily organs,
which have fuffered equally with the reft of our
frame, is one caufe of this.  And, conlequently,
the beft of men, while in thefe regions of mor-
tality, have many infirmitics, many defeéls, cither
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in the medical line; whofe attachment to him,
and opinion of his profeflional abilities, were fuch,
that he made him confiderable offers to continue
with him. But, after he had been about twelve
months with Mr. Charlton, there being a vacancy
at Coln, his father wrote to him, and firongly
urged him to embrace it ; and though, at that time,
he preferred the fituation where he was, and was
plealed with his profpeéts, yet, prompted by filial
affeétion, and influenced by parental authority, he
~ gave it up, and gratified his father’s withes.

He went to Coln; where he foon formed good
conneétions, was fuccelsful in bufinefs, and much
refpeéted by a numerous acquaintance; but was an
entire ftranger, if not an enemy, to vital religion.
Does not the following anecdote of him give a
proof of this? Ore day, when called out to attend
a Methodift, and feeing her have a New Tefta-
ment and a hymn-book lie befide her on the bed, he
threw them afide, and faid, * You will never be
better while you have fuch books about you!”
She, feeing his ignorance of God and antipathy
againft religion, and believing it vef}r improper for
gentlemen of the faculty to deprive the afflited of
the means of religious improvement and confola-
tion, lifted up her heart to God in prayer for him,
that he would give him to fee himfelf, and the ab-
folute neceflity of applying to Jefus Chrift the in-
fallible Phyfician of fouls. She recovered of that
diforder ; but was afterwards feized with a con-
_fumptim], at the time he was under conviétion for
ﬁn ; and fhe now told him of his former condu@, and
P A 3 of
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able circles of {ociety. Nature, indeed, had given.
him a mind “fuperiorto the vulgar herd.” This
he was confcious of; and, before his converfion to
God, he did not {ail to manifeft it to the world.
About fix weeks after their union, they mutually
agreed to hear the Methodifts. ' Fhey went to the
chapel, and heard Mr. Atmore, and were much
pleafed with the fermon. A fhort time after, Mr.
Atmore, being afflicted, called in the afliftance of
Mr. Afpden, which opened a way for religious
converfation between them ;3 and which was {oon
after renewed, on his being ‘called in to atlend
Mrs. Atmore. The Methodifts feeing him more
ferious than ufual, and frequently attend the cha-
pel, fome of the fociety took the liberty to fpeak
freely to him on the greatimportance of religion ;
and their falutary converfation, ‘and virtuous beha-
viour, had a good effect on his mind. How well it
is, when ¢perfons proefefling godlinefs dilleminate
religious knowledge, and enforce their infiruélions
with moral examples. Then faith and praflice
{fweetly combine, and a true pi@ure of the Chriflian
religion is held up to the view of mankind, which
often operates as an antidote, to expel the poifon
of fin from the human foul. .
- He was now much humbled under a fenfe of his
unworthinefs, frequently wept under preaching,
and refolved to live to God’s glory. But, alas!
to. will \was prefent awith himy but how to perform that
which. is goody he found not.. For the good that fe
would, he did not : but the evil which We would nst, that
he did. ' His refolutions “made in lis own firength,
Fde _ were
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were only as the fpider’s web, or as the early dew;
and in the courfe of a few days, he, in gﬂnéral,
found himfelf as bad as ever, and would exclaim, in
the bitternefs of his foul, O/ areiched man that 1
am, who fhall deliver me from the body of this death?
How it was that he fhould feel fuch evil propenfi-
ties in his heart, when he had comparatively no-
thing from without to provoke them, was what he
did not underftand. He had not confidered the
origin' of evil, and the natural depravity of man.
The unrenewed heart is deceit/ul above all things, and
deffrerately wicked. And who is fufficient to ftem the
torrent of nature? What can give a man viétory
over himfelf, or turn the whole bias of his foul from
fin, to holinefs and God? “Vhat is reafon againft
paflion! What is flefh and blood under temptation !
What is nature, without the help of grace ! Can the
Ethiopian change his: fkin, or the leopard his fliots 2 then
may he alfo do good that avas accuffomed to do evil, Alas!
our moral powers are debilitated by tranfgrefiion,
and we cannot fland againft fin, unlefs aflifted by
power from an high. No one can bring a clean
thing out of an wiclean, but God himfelf. Our Sa-
viour faith, My grace is fufficient for thee: and his
blood cleanfeth us from all fin.

An aflliflion he was vifited with, was, under
God, of fingular ule to him. Mr. Atmore wrote
him a letter from Newcaltle, dated O¢t. 1oth, 1780,
a part of which I fhall take the liberty to infert:
‘It afforded me,” fays he, ¢ peculiar pleafure to
bear, by my good fricnd Mr. Sagar, that the Lord
has gracioufly reflored you to your former health,

and
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and that you are again enabled to follow the exam.
ple of the bleffed Jefus, going up and down doing
good to the bodies of the children of men. Iknow
you will believe me, when I tell you, that I moft
tenderly felt for you, and dear Mrs. Afpden, when
I heard of your dangerous indifpofition. © My dear
Retfy and I, would have been happy to have vifited
you in your affliétion, and to have returned a little
of that {ympathetic attention you fo la rgely beflow-
ed unon us when in like circumilances, but fuch a
favour was denied us. However, we cften thought
of you, fpoke of you, and remembered you te Him
who is the helper of the helplels, and the healer of
the difeafes of the people. Blefled be God, he
heareth prayer, an4d | «refore to him thould all fleth
come. My dear fir, I hope your late indifpofition
has been fan@ified to the good of your precious
foul. AffiQion fpringeth not out of the ground,
nor does trouble arife from the duft; it is fent by
the hand of a fkilful Phyfician, to cure greater evils,
The Lard is righteous in all his ways, and holy in
all his works. He does not willingly affiét his
creatures, nor has he the leaft pleafure in putting
them to pain. He does it for our profit, that we
may be partakers of his holinefs; conflult Heb, xii.
5--r1. Now asthe Lord intends our good by thefe
things, we fhould be careful to learn from them
what he intends by them. Let me then humbly in-
treat you, to folicit at His throne of grace, that all
the bleflings purchafed by blood divine, and pro-
mifed by the lip of truth, may be your portion.
I am confcious that you and dear Mrs. Afpden, be-

fore
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fore I left Coln, did feel an eager breathing defire
of foul after the enjoyment of God. This, my dear
fir, is the one thing needful ; this, and this only, can
make the {oul of man happy. This will fupport the
foul under the variegated trials of life, in the ago-
nies of diffolution, and will fit it for the everlafiing
fruition of God. The man that poflefles #4/s is happy :
He that is devoid of #is, whatever he has befides,
s, and smuf? be milerable. Therefore, purfue zkis
with. all your heart. Strive to enter in at the [flrait
gate : Remember, many /hall feck to enter in, and flall
not be gble. Luke xiii. 24. Heaven is worth fighting
for. The joys of paradife are worth fuffering for,
O ! that Mofes’s choice maybe yours, even to fuffer
afflition with the people of God, rather than to
enjoy the pleafures of fin for a feafon. Read Heb.
Xl. 24, 25. I have fpoken to you in the fullnefs of
my f{oul. T hope my dear friend will bear my plain-
nefs, and impute it to its proper caufe---fiure difins
terefled love.”’ |

He was at times violently affaulted by the powers
of darknefs. That evil fpirits invade our world,
and entice men to fin, is aflerted in the word of
God. Tlhe devil, as a roaring lkon, walketh about,
JSeeking whom he may devour. Sometimes he thought
himfelfin a worle flate than he was before he heard
the Methodifis ; and the power of temptation was
{o ftrong, that he was often upon the point of refolv-
ing to hear them no more. However, his ferious
impreflions, the fealonable converfation of his reli-
gious acquaintance, and the firm perfuafion he had
that the religious tenets held by the Methodifis are

agreeable
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agreeable to the tenor of divine revelation, were
powerful incentives, and ftimulated him to hold on
his way. Thec devil exercifes a ufurped govern-
ment in the world. All the fallen angels are con-
federate with him. They are called; Z7e rulers of
the darknefs of this world ; that is, they rule over that
part of mankind that are in a ftate of fin and igno-
rance. They are very numerous, fpiritual, and fo
invifible, admirably ftrong, defperately wicked, and
wonderfully fubtle: and fpiritual privileges and
bleflings on earth, and the glory and happinefs of
heaven, are what ﬂiey exert all their united force
to keep us from, or fpoil us of. We have need to
Jiut on the whole armour of God, that we may be able to
Stand againf? the wiles of the devil. There are feveral
pieces of this fpiritual armour, #he armour of light—
the g:’rdfz+lhé breafl-plate—the fhoes—the fhield—
the Zelmet—and the fword; that is, fincerity, righte-
oufnefs, patience or refolution, faith, hope, and
the word of God. In this enumeration, there is
no piece of armour mentioned for the back. The
‘reafon is evident ; for thofe that are good feldiers
of Jefus Chrift, muft fet their faces as brafs, and
never turn their backs in fight + to tarn their backs
‘on their enemies, would be the way to expofe them-
'-fe!ves to their fary, wnhﬁut any defence.

As the preaching and converfation of the Mes
-mdms had been” of fingular ufe to him, he at
1ength ‘defired, and believed it his duty, to
‘caft in His Tot among ‘them.  And though e was
te‘mPted to think, that if he''did, he would lofe a
ténﬁr}emﬂe pirt of his bufinefs, yet he' virtually
o renounced
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them by the prophets—the growing prophanenels,
and mmmorality of the times—the temptations they
were expofed unto—the mercy of God to them-
felves, in preferving them from the common in-
feftion—the means neceflary to their future fafety
—and their brightening profpects and fure hope of
permanent and unmeolefted happinels beyond the
grave. And ope of the leading features in the
Chriftian religion is reciprocal love. Real Chrif-
tians are united to Clwift by faith, and to each
other by love—they are children of the fame hea-
venly Parent—members of the fame family—heirs
of the fame inheritance—are going the fame road,
under the {ame guide to glory.

He was now degaly convinced of fin. The Spirie
of God is the agent in this work.  When ke is come,
fays our Lord, &e will refirove the seorld of fin, that is,
he will convince the unbelieving world, by uncon-
trolable argument, or undeniable evidence, fo as
to make finners acknewledge their guilt, and their
obligations {o punifhment. The Spirit does this, by

reflefting a clear light upon the moral law, and by
opening the finner’s eves to {ee its holinels, jufinefs,
goodnels, [pirituality, and extent, and his own
multiplied and aggravated tranfgreflions of it ; and
fo gives him the knowledge of fin, and thews Lim
that he is obnoxious to the wrath of God. For 4;
the law, fays the Apofile, is the knrwledge of fin; and
it is faid to work wrath, and to be the minifiration of
~death, and to Ailly in the fame fenfe as the judge’s
“fentence of condemnation. And the Spirit alf
-convinces of fin by awakening the confcience,

1 B and



and enab’ing it to perform its own office. Then it
brings to light fins that were forgotten, or hid be-
fore, and fhews thofe fins that were known before
in a clearer light.  This the Spirit doth, in general,
by the minifiry of the Word. : iy
.+ This conviction of fin, and condemnation by the
ldw, gave him to ee that he had no righteoufnefs or
‘merit of his own: hereall boalling was excluded.
Man catinot merit any good at the hands of God.
Meritorious works muft be good, perfe@, and free
from all defe@s;--fome way or other redound to the
‘benefit and advt{ﬁtuge of the perfon for whom they
are done ;wbe'.aft::-"way the duty of him that doeth
them ;--be his own a&t, "ind'e';”_rcndent of any other
agent ; for 'if:ﬁ'rlés:' cnnﬁn_t' be deemed meritorious,
that are done by the help of ‘another; more elpe-
cially by his help from whom the reward is expeél-
‘ed.—-¢And the doélrine of merit implies an equality
‘betweer the férvice and the reward; and requires
“that the wages be proportionable to the wotk : This
‘cannot be applicable to man. '

- A view of thefe things made the gofpel pecu-
liarly fuituble, fcafonable, and acceptable ' to him.
He faw its great utility; fleadfafily believed its
report’; and felt an' ardent willi to fhare in I:ts
Lenefits. | The tidings of an all-fufiicient and wil-
ling Saviour, were to him as a falling hower to
parched land.  Chrift hath redeemed as trom the
‘curle of the law, being made a curfe for us. The
qeerit of his obedience, and eflicacy of his fuffer-
cings,y arife from the dignity of hisperfon ; he being
both God and man. Hisrighteoufnefs is as fub-
| jetlively
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jeCtively infinite, as our fins were objeclively fo,
And as he viewed Chrift as being the appu‘int:ed
Saviour of mankind, and believed he conld
fave him from all his fins, and make him holy
and happy; fo he embraced all the means of
grace with avidily, and, in the ule of them, his
whole foul was full of earneft enquiry after falva-
tion. Lord, I believe; help thou my unbelicf, was Lhe
prevailing language of his foul.

In about fix weeks after he had joined the So-
ciety, being called out into the country to atfend a
perfon in labour, whofe cafe he found extremely
dangerous, he was much affe@ed ; and in this ex-
tremity had recourfe to prayer. He left the houle,
and ieeing a tree near, went to it, and prayed to
God very devoutly that he would relieve the wo-
man, and have mercy upon his own foul. He then
returned to the houfe, and upon enquiry, ﬁncling
ber no betler, retired a fecond time to the fame place
and prayed as before. He then returned again, and
found her much the fame; but being unwilling to
give up his fuit, and feeling a péi‘fuaﬁnn that God
would yet be entreated, he went a third time, and
poured out his whele foul in prayer to God—when,
O happy hour? he that faw Nathanael under the
fig-tree, faw him, heard his cries, and -gr:_m'inuﬁj
manifefed himfelf unte him. By the faith which
is of ‘tle operation of God he realized the Saviour of
men--fled to him for refuge fiom the itorm of im-
pending wrath--and refted upon his all-fufficient
atomement, for deliverance from fin and mifery,
a title to the favour of Gad, and eternal life; and
1o his unfpeakable joy ﬁxpérience'd its faving effi-
G cacy
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eacy, This was a feafon never {o be forgotten ¢
Juliice, in Jefus Chrift, lingered into love; divine
peace was adminiftered to his confcience ; and the
love of God was (hed abroad in his reart. The bright
beams of the fun of righteoufiefs, now rifen upon
him, fcattered the fhades of thickeft darknefs, and
poured glory and kappinefls all over his foul. The
fprings of forrow and pain were dried up, and the
fountains of eternal life and bleflednefs were open-
cd, and bis thirfly foul regaled. He now, full of
Joy and peace, returned to the houfe, and, to his
great furprize, found the woman much better, and
foon alter fhe was fafely delivered.

He was now accefited in the Beloved 5 in whom le
bad redempition through lhis bloed, the forgivencfs of fins,
according to the riches of his grace. His experience
was clear, rational, and feriptaraly fuch as the Apof-
tles preached, and the primiti{*e Chriftians enjoyed,
He did not reft upon the furface, nor content him-
{elf with a faperficial knowledge of things, but
digged deep, #nd laid the foundation on the Rock.
He did not, like many, refl in hearfay evidence, but
handled, tafted, and proved, the things of God for
himfelf. Thus ﬂmu!d every nne do, and thus
znff every one do, or he will be found at Iuft
only ta have built on the fand. The firlt refor-
mers, Luther, Calvin, Beza, Zanchy, &c. defcribed
faith in Chrift, to be a plerophary or full affurance .
of God’s love. ¢ The right and true Chriftian
faith is, according to the chureh of England, in
the homily on ¢ The Salvation of Man,’ not only
to believe that holy feripture and the articles of our

faith
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faith are true, but alfo to have a fure truft and con-
fidence, to be faved from everlafling damnation by
Chrift, Itisa fure truft and confidence which a
man hath in God, that by the merits of Chrift his
fins are forgiven, and he reconciled to the favour
of God,---whereof doth follow a loving heart, to
obey his commandments.”

. He never loft a grateful fenfe of the mercy of
God, ia confering this falvation upon him. Ina
letter, which he wrote to Mr. Adam Batlinfon, of
Coln, a litile before his death, he fays, ¢ I now re-
member, with gratitude more than ufual, the mer-
cies which God beftowed on me and my dear
wife, when at Coln; and I fear not, but our fmally
beginnings there will end in glory: I will praife bR
him while he lends me breath.”. And adds, “ For-
get not to remember me to all my dear Chriflian
friends, and brethren, at Coln; when I get to
heaven, I (hall praife God for fending me thither.”
- Having now received Curiff Fefus the Lord, he
walked in him by faith. He faw the propriety and
beauty of his character—the aflonifhing greatnefs
of his undertaking—his amazing condelcenfion in
alluming our nature—his boundlels compaflion to
the human race—his vitorious confli@ts with the
powers of darknefs—the unparalleled magnitude
and infinite efficacy of his vicarious fufferings—and
his all-fufliciency tofave men even to the utlermoft.
And he did not only fee thefe things, but he felt
his intereft in them, and with believing. Thomas
wuuid lay, My Lord, and my God. He was Elf..hbh[{.d
and comforted with fplnim! -.;,r.;nyn ents, and his
B 3 foal,
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foul, like the chariots of Aminadab, was a@ive
and (wift in obedience. His confolations in the
way of duty were fometimes too great for exprel-
fion, and his joyful countenance and fircaming eyes
became the interpreters of his happinefs,and ut-
tered praife to God where language failed.

The world, with all its empty pageantry, and
"facinating charms, was under his feet ; he was no
longer emulous of its panegyric, riches, or gran-
deur, nor of the pleafures of the fenfual epicure,
‘By grace, he efcaped the pollution that is in the
world, through luft; and rofe into more rational
‘exifience, contemplation, enjoyment, and purfuit.
. And as a man of refleGtion and feeling, who has
himfelf efcaped from the danger and punifhment
{hat others are expofed unto, fineerely commife-
gates their condition, and wifhes their deliveranee;
fo he faw the wretched flate of the unconverted
world, lying'in _Tvif:kednefs, or in the wicked-one,
and earneftly defired, and devoutly prayed for, their
converfion from Satan to Ged, from fin {o holinefs,
from felf to Chrift.

" This fuving knowledge and enjoyment of Ged,
prepared and affified him to pals through the trials
of life, in a manner he could not have done with-
out its fapport.  Man that is born of a woman is of
few days, and full of trouble. Confequent on the
Sntrodudion of moral’ and phyfical evil into the
world, human life is one dnrerﬁ!"ed fcene of labo-
rious toil, difappointed hope, diflatisfied enjoyment,
and uncertain poffefiion. ‘W:thnu‘t the aid of di=
vine revehtlun, and the fuccours of ﬁlmight}'
; grace,
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grace, darknefs and uncertainly would attend our
paths, and the ills of life rufh in wpon us in all
their complicated horrors, and fap the foundation
of human blifs. But blefled with thele, we learn
the origin of evil, mark its alarming progrefs, and
find out its period ; our affliétions, which are but
for a moment, are converted into means of difci-
pline and improvement for eternity; and we are
fortified with patient faith to endure the calamities
of life, till the florm be over, and we reach the
delired haven, ;

I have already hmted, that our worthy Friend
was peculiarly happy in his counections at Coln,
and attached to the fitnalion, on account of the

‘many bleffings he received and enjoyed there; yet,

after a refidence of about {even years, bodily indif-
pof‘tmn caufed a local feparation belween him and
his religious friends, and a numerous and refpeéta-
ble dcquaintance. He removed to Blackburn in
April, 1791, fincerely regretted by thofe he left
behind.

At Blackburn he was much relpefled. As a
member of diftinétion in civil fociety, his conde-
fcenfion and familiarity were notorious, and gained
him much efteem. There was a dignity in him,
which, to a diftant obferver, probably had the ap-
pearance of referve, yet, to thofe who fiood near,
and knew him well, he ever manifefted the humi-
lity,  franknefs, and fmp]ic:ity of a little child.
However elevated men are in public fations, they
uug‘h’c not to lofe fight of themfelves, or of the ties
nfcﬂnfdngmmty ; for how foon muft all worldly

diftinétions,
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diftinlions; however neceflary now for the well-
being of fociety, be taken away by death, and_ali]
fleth be'equal in the duft. There, the noble and the
ignoble, the learned and the illiterate, the conque-
ror and the flave, the rich and the poor, the mafter
and the fervant, all blend together, and fhall rife
to ignominy or glory in eternity, according to the
deeds done in the body in tune. '
He was clofely united in afletion to the Me.
thodifts at Biackburn. Our Lord faid, in the days
of his fleth, Wiofoever hall do the will of God, the fame
is my brothery and my fifiery” and mother. So he could
fay, with the beloved Apofile, We knozv that e
ﬁaw faffed from death unto life, becanfe we love the bre-
a;ifrrarz His attachment was not excited nor direét-
ed by the power, opulence, or fplendld abilities, of
others, but was the genuine effe& of love to God,
and was the flrongell where he thought there was
the greatelt depth of unaffefted piety, whether the
fubjells of it were poor or rich. He did not love in
qword, neither in tongue, but in deed and in truth: his
profeflions of it would bear the firictell {crutiny.
He firft loved God, and then the brethren; and
every one that loveth him that begat, loveth him alfo that
is begotten of Am. A man muft firft love God before
he can truly love his people ; they ftand or fall to.
gether.  Love to the brethren, is an effeét of love
to God, and while the caufe remains, the effed
will appear ; but when the caufle is removed, the
eflet can no longer be produced.
. The houfe of God was peculiarly am:ahiﬁ in hu;
eyes. He faw the great utility of public woufhip;
' to

Li
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to hear of God, and Chrift, and judgment, and hea-
ven and hell ; and to exprefs, in aéls of devotion,
gratitude, love, and reverence to God, our creator,
benefadtor, preferver, redeemer, law-giver, and
judge. The gofpel had entered, through his un-<
derftanding, judgment, will and affe@ions, into his
heart, and difplayed its glories there ; and the mi-
niflers of the gofpel had been infirumental in point-
ing him to Chrift for falvation. At the firft of his
h‘eziring the Methodifts, he was molt pleafed with
thofe preacliers whofe manners were moft genteels
and who appeared to have mcft of a ripened genius
and claflic tafte; but now he was more engaged
with the importance of their meflage. Of all the true
minifters of Jefus Chrifi he could fay, How beautiful
are the feet of them that fircach the goffiel of freace, and
5;'1'@ glad tidings of good things ! He manifefted a
pious regard to the word of life, and the faith{ul
difpenfers of it, by a conftant and ferious attend-
ance on public worfhip. When the urgent duties
of his profeflion did not abfolutely forbid his affem-
bling with God’s people, he was fure to be there,
And ever was it his firlt and laft concern, to get his
heart duly affeted, as well as his judgment pro-
perly informed. Ina word, he always feemed to
Joinin the devotion of finging, praying, and hearing
the word, like a man who knew his bufinefs in the
houfe of God, and who was fully intent on fecuring
his prefent and future interefis. Healmoft always
evidenced a wakeful, lively, and cheerful attention,
while hearing the word of God; and, on fome occa-
ficns, the blefled effe€s it had on his heart were dif-

' coverable
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coverable in his countenance. Tohim it was always
matter of aftonifiment how Chriftians could fall
afleep in the prefence of God and his boly angels,
yea, and while in the very at of devotion ! At fuch
a fight he was not a little pained.

. Entire holinels of heart, a prefent and full falva-
tion, was his moft delightful theme. He viewed it
in a feriptural light ; not as exempting its pofTef
fors from temptations, lrnls, and affliCtions, in this
world ; ner precluding the neceffity or poffibility of
encreafing in grace while in it; but fimply, as
implying a thorough change of our nature, and
loving God with all our heart, effe@ted by the
operations of the holy Spirit, and received by faith
in our Lord Jefus, And only thofe who were well
acquainted with him, and who joined with him in
folemn worlhip, can fay, how often his foul was
drawn out, in the exercife of prayer, into an agony
of defire, for the full accomplifhment of all the great
and precious pmmﬁes of the gofpel. When at his
band- -meeting, about five _yenrq ago, he entered into
that glorious liberty, and enjoyed it feveral months;
but then, by defending what he believed a righl
caufe, rather too warmly, he loft his hold of i,
yet never his relifh for it. And at what particular
time he regamed i, .1 cannot fay, only, he enjoyed
it feveral months before his death.

He E;(-empﬁﬁed_, in his moral behaviour, the fin.
cerity of his religious profeffion, and the reality and
excellency of the Chriflian religion. He loved the
gofpel, felt its tran<forming power in his heart, and
juftified its divine pretenfions in his life ; éeing flled
-ruzr}: the fruits of righteoufucfs, wh: ‘ch are by Fefus Clrift

unte
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wnto the glory and praife of God s—Wijdom is juftified éf
ker children.  And as he loved the gofpel himfelf, fo
he wifhed all its profeflors te walk worthy of their
high vocation. He confidered this as the greateft
proof, and moft powerful recommendation of true
religion. Andif he faw, or heard, of any thing, in
any religious profeffor. conirary tothis, he was much
grieved ; and his zesl for God and hatred to fin,
led him fomelimes into what fome might call feve-
Tily towards thole, who, through unwatchfulnefs or
temptation had been overcome 'of evil. Pride, the
firft-born of the devil, he could not endure. He
viewed it as being oppofite to the difpofition and
injunction of our blefled Saviour. Such are the
bleffed effeéts of real religion, that in this relpeé he
was @ new creature. And when he {aw it in any one,
he would, either direétly, or indireély, ‘have a
ftroke at it, and endeavour to bring it down, and,
if poffible, cut it up by the roots. It has a baneful
influence : Only by pride cometh contention and where
envying and firife is, there is confufion and every evil
werk. It often introduces (chifin into religious fo-
‘ciety : and,-O what a horrid thing is fchifm ! ¢t
has, I believe,” fays Dr. Coke, * injured the work
“of God in the different ages of the world, more
"than all the outward vices of mankind. It f fignifies
but little to the individuals themfelves, whetherihe}r
be ‘grofs ‘finners or painted Fepuic:hreq- Bl:rt the
fpirit of {chifm erters within the vail, nips in the
“bud all the fair blofloms of grace, eats up the vitals
nFrehgtun, quenches the: w‘m,e fpirit of a revival,
- ; and
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and fubflitates the fpirit of party for the life of
God.”
~ He was always diffident in fpeaking of himfelf
and extremely careful not to overfhoot the mark;
he would be under, and not over, when fpeaking
of his religious experience. He believed, and
therefore fpake; and when the fire of devoticw
burned within him, would fpeak of what he felt.
_'He would not live without the fervour of piety; no-
thing lefs could fatisfy him. However much unbe-
lievers, formal profeflors, or mere outward-court
worthippers, may fpeak againft frames and feelings
in religion, as unneceflary or enthufiaftic, the fcrip-
tures fpeak exprefsly and pointedly for them. St.
Paul fays, Aud this I pray, that your love may abound
_yet more and more in knowledge, and in all judgment, or
rather, in all inward experimental £/ of God in
your own fouls. And, furely, there is no abfurdity
in a perfon feeling, in his heart, the love of God as
the grand commanding principle of his life, or feel-
_ing the flame of love to God in the ufe of religious
means! Tlhe kingdom of God is not in word only, but in
Jrower 3--~in righteoufnefs, freace, and joy in the Holy
Ghofi. |
~ Infentiment, he was firi@tly what is called Me»
thodiftical. He believed in the doétrine of original
fin, and the univerfal depravity of mankind; and
alfo, with David, St. Paul, and the reft of the Apof-
tles, that God is lwing to every man—tihat Chrift
gave himfelf a ranfom for all—that he avilleth all men
10 be faved, and te come to the knowledge of the truth—
that we are juffifed freely by his grace, tbrough the re-
demfition
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oicknefs, when accompanied by the Lord, greatly
alters our views of things, and wenderfully fhews
us how defefiive our attachments to the Lord,
caufle and people, have been while we were in
health, And this 1 have found to be done, by every
tic feeming to bBe fo much elofer, my Father fo
much dearer, his caufe and people fo much more
my own in affeftion.” The members of his clafs,
and the focieties in the town and cireuit, and his
acqurintance at Coln, prayed carnelily to God for
his recovery, if eonfitent with the order of divine
Providence. Of this he fays, ¢ In this refpelt, ¥
am lurely, of all men, moft favoured ; to fee and
Liear of the numbers of God’s children who are daily
pleading for me, it would foften the hardeft heart,
and begel love in the coldeft breaft.”

On Sunday, Auguft 26th, he was pariicularly
bleft at the chapel, under the fermon at noon, 1he
fubje@ of which was, blind Bartimeus’ coming to
Chrift. His foul was melted into tendernefs, glow-
ed with divine love, and rapturous praifes and
hearty and loud ¢ Amens” poured from his lips.
“T'he preacher, in one part of the fermon, had a
participaticn of his happinels, and viewed him as
" being in an enviable fituation, going to God, an-
gels, and glorified fpirits; and from- that time
believed he would not recover of his affliétion.
When the fervice was over, he faid to a friend,
that he had not been fo happy for years before.
The power of the invifible God was prefent with
the aflembly, and Jefus performed his miracles of
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to His care who can keep his own in fafety. May
God prefide over the houfe, and fafely keep from
barm all that are in it. Remember me to my clafs:
O'! the union of foul I feel juft now with them,
and all my dear guides and brethren at Blackburn :
the Lord preferve them for ever in peace. I
have a deal to fay: my heart is foftened whilel
write. I would fay again, encourage my mother,
lefi fo unespedied a firoke fliould injure ker totter-
ing frame. O ! may Jefus enable her to caft her

~tare upon him; and may fhe be bleft with peace.

Speak comfortably and frequently to her. Give
our duty to her. Our love to you all as though
named : likewile to the preachers. If you fhould
fee brother, give him my beft love. O! what is
equal to the love of God. Farewell: and fhould

we meet again, may we be more meet for heaven.”

On Thurfday the 13th, he returned home with
very great difficulty; and in confequence of-the
fatigue of the journey, and the medicine he had
taken to give him reft and eafe, while on it, he had
a degree of ftupor for two or three days; during
which time he was a little difturbed in his mind,
but foon became calm and vi€torious. His domeftic
conne@ions and religious friends, feeing his great
debility, were muoch alarmed, and, with inexprefi-
ble forrow, were forced to relinquith the fond
hope they had entertained of his recovery: and
fighing grief, penfive fadnefs, vocal lamentation,
and eyes as watry fountains, fucceeded in its place,
and were vilible on every fide. The houfe was a
houfe of mourning indeed! They did not mourn

for
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for his fate, but their own irreparable lofs; for
they viewed him as belonging to a better world,
where he would f{oon fhine with refplendent beauty
and glory for ever. Amid this general difirefs, he
felt keenly for thofe he was leaving behind, yet
was refigned to the ftroke of providence; and his
placid looks and chearful countenance, were ex-
preflive of his confidence, his ferenity, his confola-
tion, and his hope. He knew from experience
and the word of God, that death could not hurt
him, that it had loft its deadly fting, and was dif-
armed of its frightful terrors; nay, that it would,
in drawing the curtain of mortality afide, unvail
the eternal world to his view, and open a paflage
for his foul to go to his redeeming God, and the
fociety of holy angels and glorified fpirits, where
he would ehjoy the full fruition of his higheft
wifhes, without interruption, diminution, or end,

On Monday the 17th, one of his fifters, at parting
with him, faid, ¢ Brother, have you any thing to
fay to me?” He anfwered, “ Have you any thing
to fay tome?"” She faid, ¢ Nothing more than I
wifh you a happy change.” He replied, * What will
my bappinefs or mifery avail you? Sifter, you
muft have Chrift formed in you the hope of glory,
or where Chrift is you muft never come. It will
avail but little to be among the people of God,
and to afflume the form of godlinefs without the
power. You muft be born again, or were God 1s
you can never come: you mufl be born again.
And when you have got this mward religion, it
will make you truly happy, and fupport youn under
.all your trials amd dificulties in this world, and
land
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formed, it was on ore of thefe days, that he faid to
one of the members of his clafs, ¢ Thofe are bleffed
words of our Lord, Peace I leave with you, my ficace
£ give unto you : not as the world giveth, give I unte
you.” He added, ¢ It is glory, itis all glory. And ofhim-
felf he faid, ¢ Having nothing, yet poffeffing all things!
What a mercy, I ever knew any thing of God!”’
At another time, a few of his clafs coming to fee
him, he faid to Nanny Cutler’s fifter, ¢ I fhall foon
fece Nanny in heaven !”—(a woman who was emi-
nent for faith, prayer, holinefs, and ufefulnefs.)
And when they took their leave of him, he affec-
tionately faid to them all, ¢ Farewell, and pray
that I your leader, and you my clafs, may all come
up.” And, at another time, after atking his bro-
ther the ftate of his mind, he faid to him, * Go on,
go on, the end of it will be heaven.”

On Saturday morning, the 22d, he was unfpeak.
~ably happy in God, and alked the family to join in
finging a hymn. They fixed upon, * Lerd, I be-
lieve a reft remains,” &c. He began the tune,
and joined in finging, with great delight. Then he
afked for his favourite hymn, ¢ There is a land of
pure delight,” &c. And, both at finging and
prayer, he repeatedly exclaimed, ¢ Glory be to
God.” When the meeting was eoncluded, he faid:
he had felt the prefence of the Lord very power-
fully: and it was a very refrefhing feafon to thofe
that were prefent. -
= On Sunday, the 23d, in the afternoon, on Mr.,
Sagar’s mentioning Rochdale, he faid, *T had
once a glorious time there, when hearing. Mr. Ben-
fon preach from, Clhriff in you the hopee of glory : Whom












