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Mican vi. the latter part of v. 9.
Hear ye the Rod, and who bath

appaémed 1.

N the preceding Verfes of this
Chapter, God, by his Prophet
Micah, upbraids the Fews with
RGBT their dif ingenuous Carriage to-
wards h1m from whom they had receivd
{o many Favours. He appeals even to their
own Reafons for the Equity of his Proceed-
ings, and the Perverfenefs of theirs. O 7y vy, 5;
People , what have I done unto thee ?
Wherein have I wearied thee 2 teftify a-
gainft me. "What intolerable Burthen have
I ever laid upon thee? What unrcafonable
Thinghave I required of thee? I defy the
moft pccvllh and difcontented of you all, to
give one Inftance of an unjuft Severity and
Rigour. Having expoftulated the Marter
: with
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with them, he proceeds to advife them how
to demean themfelves, when his impending
Judgments were, like a Rod, fhaken over
their guilty.and provoking Heads. This
Counfel is addrefled to them in the Words
of my Text:

Hear the Rod, and who hath appointed
7t. In which Words you may take notice
of thefe two Parts.

1. Here are fome things {uppos'd, or taken
for granted; wiz. That God’s Judgments
upon a Nation are a Rod ; that this Rod
is in his Hand, hc appoints and direéts it :
That it has a Voice which commands our
Attention.

2. Here is a Duty inferr’d, Hear ye the
Rod, &c.

1. "Tis fuppofed, or taken for granted,
that national or particular Judgments are
God’s Rod. Various are the Difpenfations
of Divine Providence. Various the Me-
thods which he takes to awaken a fecure
and carelefs World. He inftru&tsus, fome-
times by his Word, and fometimes by his
Rod : Sometimes by the Meflengers he
employs, and fometimes by the Judgments

he inflits. When Perfons grow unmh}di
SB s 1
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ful of their God and Duty, he makes him-

felf known to the Children of Men by tet-

rible Things in Rightcoufnefs. He hath a
corre&ive, fiarting Rod, ‘with which; he
chaftifes the Frowardnefs and Peevifhnefs of

his own Children: He hath alfo a Rod of

Iron, with which he rules rebellious Nati-

ons, and dafhes them in pieces like'a Pot:

ter's Veflcl. T am the Man'that hath feen Lax.iiix.
Affliction by the Rod of bis Wrath, fays

the Prophet in the Name of the Few:fh
Church. God’s Rod lay very heavy upon

their Shoulders, when this Complaint was

made. Their Land was ravaged by a proud,
vidtorious Enemy : Their choice young Men

were flain with the Sword; their Nobles
bound in Chains, and their Princes in Fert:

ters of Iron. Ferufalem ;- that vras oficc

great among the Nations, and Princefs among

the Provinces, lay buried in its Duft, -and
entomb’d in its own Ruins.  So thatthey

were fmarting under the Rod of God's In-
dignation. God calls Affyréa the Rod of & % 5.
bis Anger : He made ufe of that ambirtious,
cruel Nation to avenge the Quarrel of his
broken Covenant; and to execute his Wrath
upon a perfidious, ungratcful People. |

-
A

- Again , as Judgments are a Rod, fo’tis
in God’s Hand, at his Appointment, undet
his Management and Direétion.s "There is

B ng
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no Evil in the City, and the Lord bath
not dome it. By which we are to under-
ftand, the Evil, not of Sin, but of AfHlic-
tion. He kills, and he makes alive ; he
wounds, and he heals, and in all thofe In-
ftances he a@ts as an uncontrouled Sovercign.,
The Calamities which private Perfons, or
publick Societies may labour under, are the
Refults, not of a blind Chance, or giddy
Fortune, but of an over-ruling Providence,
and wife Counfel. The Sword or Peftilence
cannot deftroy without a Divine Licenfe and
Permiflion.

And as Judgments are a2 Rod in God’s
Hand, fo ’tis fuppofed that this Rod hath
a Voice, or elfc we fhould be under no
Obligation to hear it. 'Which leads me to

2. The fecond Thing obfervable in thefe
Words; and that is the Duty inferr’d, Hear
ye the Rod: Or, in other words, confider
what God calls you to, by the Afflidtions
with which he vifits you. And here, that
I may accommodate my Difcourfe to the
prefent Pofture of Affairs, I fhall gntertain
you with this following Method.

L. I fhall confider in what Inftances God
by his Rod or Judgments may be faid to be
calling to us this Day.

II. What
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II. What afc the Duties God calls us to,

or what are the Leflons his Difpenfations
{feem calculated to inftruct us 1n.

III. Conclude all with fome pra&tical In-
ferences.

I. I fhall confider in what Inftances God
by his Rod or Judgments may be faid to be
calling to us this Day.

1. God’s Rod may be confidered as call-
ing to us in the Perplexity of our Affairs at
home. What an unexpe&ted Turn have
they taken within thefe few Months paft 2
How miferably are they this Day embar-
raffed? Commerce decays and languifhes ;
and Publick Credit hath receivid a dreadful
Shock. The Stagnation of Trade in the
Body ‘Politick, like that of the Blood and
Spirits in the Body Natural, threatens the
whole with terrible Convulfions, if not
with a total Diffolution. How many weal-
thy Families have been impoverifhed ? How
many induftrious Artificers have nothing clfe
to do but to hang their Inftruments #por
the Willowss and inftead of Siow's Songs
to hear the Cries of their half famifl'd Chil-
dren? And how are our wifeft State Phy-

B2 ficians
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ficians nonplus’d to find out a Remedy ade-
quate to the Difeafe ?

God’s Rod may be confidered as calling

to us in that dreadful Peftilence which rages

in our neighbouring Nation. This, like a
black Cloud, hangs hovering over our Heads,
and God only knows, how foon it may
break in Pieces abgut our Ears. That An-
gel, which ftands with a drawn Sword over
France, waits only for a Divine Commif-
fion to ftep over into England. ‘The Plague

is a Rod in God’s own Hand: When he
inflicts this Judgment, he makes not ufe of

» Men to be the Inftruments of his Wrath,
© Lev. xwidsin War and other Cafes. When you are
e5.  gaihered together in your Cities, I will
[fend the ‘Peftilence among you, faith the

Lord. And who can faye, if he gives it

a Commiflion to deftroy? "Tis compar'd, by

pf yovizs.the Pllmilk, o an Arrow that ﬂfﬁ’a‘b by
ﬂ:@}’. To which I may add, that ’tis an

Arrow taken out of God’s Quiver; and if

he lets it fly, there is no Armour Proof a-
gainftit. If he bids this Enemy go, it fcales

the higheft Walls, leaps over the wideft
Trenches, breaks thro’ the ftrongeft Guards,

routs and difperfes the beft difciplin’d and

moft. compatted Armies. The Peflilence
vndcgd is faid tQ walk in Darknefs; but if

| derives
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derivesits deftru&tive Force and Eflicacy from
the Father of Lights. From him comes
down, not only every good and perfect Gift,
but every terrible, amazing Judgment. ’Tis
a Sword weilded by Omnipotence it felf,
and when ’tis drawn forth againft any Peo-
ple, who can exprefs the Terror and Con-
fternation it carries with it, and is the Occa-
fion of ? But of this more largely hereafter.
I come now to

II. The fecond general Head, which is
to confider what the Rod of God calls us to,
or what are thofe Leflons, which his Judg-
ments feem calculated to inftruct us in. And
if we confider thefe Judgments as gone forth
againft us in the Decay of Trade, and the
Ruin of publick Credit, they feem to call
upon us,

1. To obferve the Shallownefs of all
human Counfels. - We have feen Men, fa-
mous for their Subtilty and Cunning, emi-
nent for their Sagacity and Forefight, ex-
quifitely skill'd in all the dark Intrigues of
State: We have feen fuch as thefe ruin'd
in'd by their own Projedts, confounded
by their own Schemes, and impoverifhed
by thofe very Methods which they made
ufe of to enrich themfelves. Their Moun-
rain hath been fhaken by an Earthquake
| ' when
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when they thought it ftrongeft. T would
be neither decent nor human for us in a pri-
vate Station, to infult, or trample upon any
of thofc unhappy Perfons, whofe ill Con-
du& hath drawn uvpon them the Refent-
ments of an injured Nation, and who are
in the Hands of publick Juftice, where it be-
comes us to leave them. But furely, we
may be allow’d to fay, that by this Difpen-
fation God loudly calls to us in the Words

.of his ancient Prophet : Thus faith the

Lord of Hofls, let not the wife Man glory
in his Wifdom, let not the rich Man glory
in bis Riches; but let him that glorieth
glory in this , that he underftandeth and
knoweth me, that I am the Lord that ex-
ercifeth Loving-kindne(s, Fudgment and
Righteoufnefs.  How eafily can God infa-
tuate the wifeft Politicians, and turn the
Counfels of an Achitophel into Foolifh-
nefs } Experience, aswell as Scripture, may
inform us, that’tis not the A&ivity and Wit
of Man, but the Blefling of God that mak-
eth rich, and addeth no Sorrow with it.
Men may contrive with Prudence, and exe-
cute with Vigour, and yet their Defigns may
prove abortive. Ten thoufand Accidents
may intervene, which they are neither able
to forcfee, nor to prevent. God hath con-
vinc'd this Nation by fad Experience, how
dim,and (hort-fighted thofeEyesare whichyet

pretend
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pretend to the greateft Penetration. I make
no queftion, but many wife Men and true
Patriots were heartily perfiladed , that the
Scheme laid down about twelve Months
fince, for leflening the National Debts,
would have anfwered that noble End: But
we fee, that by the Avarice of fome, the
Credulity of others, and the juft Judgment
of God upon a provoking People, the
quite contrary has happened: and the pub-
lick Incumbrances have been increas'd by
the Methods propounded to reduce them.
This may convince us, that the profound-
et Judgments are very fhallow, that no
Defign form'd without, as well as againft
the Lord, will ever profper; and that the
beft concerted Meafures will certainly mif-
carry unlefs he fucceeds them.

2. God’s Judgments this Day upon us
{fcem intended to let us fee the unfatisfac-
tory Nature of all worldly Enjoyments.
This is another Leflon we fhould learn by
that Rod that is upon our Backs. Have
we not feen the Obfervation of the wife
Man verified? He that loveth Silver fhalltcdety,
not be fatisfied with Silver, mor he that o
loveth abundance with increafe. 'The heap-
ing up of Wealth on a greedy Mind, is
like pouring Oyl upon the Fire, which,
inftead of extinguithing, feeds and increa-

fes
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fes the Flame. Had our late Managers
been content, I will not fay with mode-
rate, but with very confiderable Gains,
their  Reputation might have been fafe,
their Confciences eafy , and this Nation,
inftead of being the Jeft, might have beert
the Envy of all its nghbaurs But by
erafping immenfe Treafures, by aiming at
fuch prodigious Acquifitions, as were never
heard of in any Age before, they have
brought down Infamy, if not Ruin, upon
their own Heads, and a terrible Calamity
upon the whole Kingdom. = If we refle
upon the, Tranfa&tions of the laft Year,
we fhall find, “that they were moft caget
i thedP it 06 NWiealth , who had leat
occafion forit. INo Eye miore greedy than
that which /food out wfz‘.fﬂ Fatnefs. No
Heart more enlarg’d in its Defires, than
his who poflefied more than he could rea-
fonably wifh for: They who enjoy’d the
greateft Eftates were as forward as any to
make Additions to their vaft Heaps. Hence
it came to pafs, that in the late general
Infatuation, and Scramble for Gold and
Silver, the Sons of Nobles did not difdain
to mingle with fuch as fprang from Dung-
hills; nor Stars and Garters to converle
with Brokers and Stock-jobbers. In one
Word, the univerfal Hurry this Nation
was lately in, when Perfons of all Ranks

were
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twere upon the Hunt for Riches, proclaims

the unfatisfattory Nature of all worldly En-
joyments. '

3. Gods Rod inftru&s us alfo in the
precarious, uncertain Nature of earthly
Treafures :  Experience as well as Scrip-
ture tells us, that Riches make themfelvesprov.
Wings, and fly as an Edgle towards Hea-~1.5
vem, for a new Difpofal of them: How
many wealthy Tradets have been impo-
verifhed by the unexpe@ed Turn of Af-
fairs} How many flourifliing Families have
been reduc’d. to narrow Circumftances, if
not extreme Penury } They that wete once
ready to give, ate now under a Necefli-
ty of receiving : And their own Eyes have
feen Panity and Vexation of Spirit en-
graven upon what they thought moft du-
rable and lafting. Nay, how many have
loft the Subffance, in catching at a Sha-
dow, and parted with good fubftantial Farms
upon the firm Grownd, in otder to build
Cafiles in the 4ir ¢ How many have had
their Teeth fet on Edge by thofe fowre
Fruits which fpring from that which is
the Rootr of all Evil? And by hafting
{0 be rich, have (according to Solomon's
Predition ) difcovered an evi/ Eye; andProv;
brought down Poverty upon themfelves ™" **
God had formerly told us by his #ord,

- C - that
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that- the Fafbion of this World paffeth
away :- And now he hath loudly pro-
- claimed this Truth in our Ears, by the
awakening Voice of his Rod. By this he
tells us, that all Things here below are
fubjet to Viciflitudes and Changes, and
that if we a& as become wife Men,
much more as fincere Chriftians, we fhall
feck for f{omething more real and fub-
ftantial than what this World is able to af-
ford us. | 5

4. God’s Judgments alfo c¢all upon us to
{ecure for our felves thofe Riches that can
be never taken fromus: or, in the Words
of our blefled Saviour, to Jay up for our felves
Treafures in Heaven. Treafures that will
furvive the Ruins of the World, the En-
vy of Time, and the difmal Conflagration
of all Things. Treafures that will not pe-
rifh or decay, when the Elements fhall
melt with fervent Heat, when the Earth
and all that therein is fhall be burnt up
with Fire. . Notwithftanding all the Difap-
pointments you have met with, all the
Straits and Difhculties you labour under,
you may obtain a Title to thofe Riches,
which Thieves and Robbers cannot plun-
der, which Knaves and Cheats cannot de-
fraud you of. God, by his Difpenfations,
feems to fpeak to his Chuiches in England

now,
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now, as he did to that of Laodicea for-
merly s I counfel thee to buy of me GoldRev. ii.
tried in the Fire, that thow mayft be rich, **
and white Raiment that thouw mayft be |
clothed, that the Shame of thy Nakednefs
do not appear. 'The pooreft, the meaneft
of you all may makc this advantageous
Purchafe, if you are not wanting to your
felves. Not that you can give an Equiva-
lent, or valuable Confideration for .pre-
fent Grace, or future Glory: But thefe
may be procured by you, upon the Account
of Chrift's Merits, and by the Afliftance
of his Spirit. And this is the Improve-
ment which both Rich and Poor fhould
make of the prefent Difpenfations of Di-
vine Providence. 'When you hear of fome
who have been burnt, of others who have
been bubbled out of their well furnifhed
Houfes, you fhould be excited to feck for
a City which hath Foundations, whofé-
Builder and Maker is God. When you
fee Men lofe their Eftates by other’s Kna-
very, their own Folly, or by the Provi-
dence of God; your great Concern fhould
be to fecure to your felves a Title to an
Inberitance incorruptible, zﬂzd{yﬁm’ and
that fadeth not away. How cautious and
wary fhould we be, when we fee others
prick their Fingers by grafping the World
with too much Eagernefs? The Difappoint-

C 2 ments
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mients which fo many of our Countrymen
have lately met with in their Affairs, {hould
fuggeft to us fuch Thoughts as thefe.  Shall
I pant after the Duft of the Earth, when
I have feen others almoft choak’d, by
{wallowing it with too much Greedinefs?
The Prediétion of St. “Pan/ hath been ful-
€ Tim. vi-filled in my Sight.  They that will be rich
i run. into @ Snare ;. and pierce#them( lves
thro' with many: Sorrows. Aond fhall I
fuffer my fclf to be tranfported by the
fame unreafonable Paflion @ Shall I dif-
quiet my felf in vain } Difturb and vex
my Soul in the Purfuit of what I am not
fure to keep one:Moment longer? Shall I
traft in thofe Riches which are fo uncer-
tain? Nos I am refolvd, through the Af-
fitance of Divine Grace, to chufe Hea-
ven for my Portion:; let others contend

and {cramble for larger Shares of this dirty
Earth.,

I come next to enquite what Leffon God
feems to be teaching us, by his Rod laid up-
on a neighbouring Nation. . And here

1. His Judgments call upon-us to fear,
and ftand in Awe of . his dreadful Majefty.
By terrible things in Rightcoufnefs he makes
himfelf known to the Children of Men. He
difcovers himfelf to be an holy, a Sin re-

yenging
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venging God.  The Lion hath roared, wha Amos i
will not fear 2 The Lord bath [poken, &c. *
If the Lion roars the Beafts of the Foreft
tremble, afraid of being torn in pieces by
a fuperior Power: And fhould not ratio-
nal Creatures be more concetn’d when an
Omnipotent God gives fignal Inftances of
his Difpleafure, againft a profane and wick-
cd Generation ? Shall not we tremble when
he lets fly his poifoned Arrows, and fixes
them in the Bofom of our Fellow Mor-
tals? When he empties Towns and Cities
of their Inhabitants, when the devouring
Peftilence feizes upon one Town, one Vil-
lage after another, notwithftanding all the
Precantions that can be ufed, deriding the
Skill of the Phyficians, eluding the Force
of Medicines, and triumphing over all the
Methods made ufe of to put a Check un-
to it® Should we not in fuch a Pay as this
is cry out with the Pfalmift, My Flefbpgl cxix.
trembleth for fear of thee, and I am afraid 1+
of thy Fudgments? God expeits we fthould
not ftand unconcern’d Speétators of the Ca-
lamitics which others groan under. Give
me leave to addrefs my felf to you in the
Words of the Prophet, 4 Foice of Noife1s.1xvi. 6,
from the City, a Voice from the Temple,
a Voice of the Lord that rendreth Re-
compence to his FEnemies. We have had
a Yoice from Poland, Sweden, and Den-

mark
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mark formerly, and now.a Voice from
- France, that founds louder than any of
the former. And fhall not this awaken a
fecure and finful Nation? Shall not this
roufe us out of our Stupidity and Care-
lefilnefs ¢ At his Recbuke the Mountains
quake, and the Hills tremble: and fhall
our Hearts remain more hard, more unre-
lenting than the very Rocks? Shall our
Ears be ftop'd againft that awful Voice,
which Winds and Seas, and all the raging
Elements do chearfully obey ? Tho we
cannot #underftand the Thunder of his ‘Pow-
er, we fhould dread the Thoughts of be-
ing crufh’d and confounded by it. If we
will not fear this great and terrible Name,
the Lord our God, nothing can be ex-
pe&ted, but that he fhould make our Plagues
wonderful. That Cuprof Trembling which
is put into the Hands of a neighbouring
- Nation, is not defign’d by Providence to be
* a ftupifying Potion to usor them.

2. This Judgment lets us fee the utter
Inability of any People to fecure themfelves
when God has a Controverfy with them.,
If any Nation could promife it felf Secu-
rity, France is that Nation ;s a rich and
populous Kingdom, its Members compa&-
ed and knit together: A very great part
of it is wafh'd, and confequently dcfended
_ by



{9 )

by the Sea: and its Frontiers by Land are
fecured by a firong Barrier; by well forti-
fied Towns and numerous Garrifons. But
what doth all this avail when God hath a
Controver{y with them? What Shield can
protect them from the Arrows fhot out of
his Quiver ? If he fpeaks the Word, the
very Air we breath in fhall convey Poyfon
to our Lungs, or the Ground we tread on
fhall open its greedy Jaws, and fwallow us
up alive. He can make Frogs, Lice and
Locufts, the moft defpicable Infed&s, to be-
come the Executioners of his juft Wrath
and Vengeance. God came from Teman ,uab.iii. 5
and the Holy One from Mount Paran; be-
fore bim went the Peftilence, and burning
Coals were under bis Feet. If the Lord
of Hofts gives it a Commiflion, no Bars
or Gates can hinder it from entring into a
City : It triumphs over the Art of the
Wife, and the Power of the Mighty. No
keeping this Enemy at a diftance, nodriving
it from our Gates.

3. This Judgment farther calls upon us
to try and examine our felves. Lef #Spam. iii
Jearch and try our Ways, and turn unto 4o
the Lord our God. We are apt to cen-
fure others; but how few judge and con-
demn themfelves. - We are ready to ex-
claim againft the Hypocrify of one, the
* Profane-
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Profanenefs of another, the Awvarice and

Knavery of a third Perfon. But where

is the Man that bewails the Deadnefs and
Hardnefs of his own Heart, or the Un-
profitablenefs of his Life } Where the Man
that lays his Hand upon his Bofom, and
propounds thefe ferious Queftions to his
own Confcience ? What have I done?
How much have I contributed to the com-
mon Stock of Guilt: How much Weight
have I added to the pulling down God’s
Judgments upon a finful Nation? How
much Fuel have I heaped up to the in-
flaming his Vengeance againft us? Whar
Hand have my Sins had in widening the
Breach betwixt the King of Heaven and
the Land of my Nativity? Thefe, my be-
loved, are feafonable and awful Queftions;
and fuch as the prefent Pofture of Affairs
feem to call for. If we have not the fame
Sins with our Neighbours, who are finart-
ing under God’s Rod, yet ours are of a
“very provoking Nature, and cloath’d with
more aggravating Circumftances. They
arc plunged in fuperftitious Errors; but
do not we hold the Truth in Unrighte-

oufnefs! They worfhip Creatures, and arc
not we defeftive in that Homage and Ado-

ration that is due to the great Creator ?

We abhor their Idols; but do we not com-

mit Sacrilege 2 Robbing God of that Time,

Strength
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‘Strength and Vigour which ought to be
devoted to, and employed in his Setvice.
They ate bigotted, and it may be, fome
of them, bloody, cruel Papifts; and how
many amongft us are debauch'd and vici-
ous Proteftants? And it becomes us to en-
quir¢, whether we are not of their Num-
ber. In fuch a Day as this, let us deal
impattially with our own Souls. Tis fiich
a Condudt as this, that the great Lord of
the Univerfe expels and requires; as we
may learn from his own Word. The Sword
is without, and the Peftilence within ——=
But they that efcape of them [hall be onEzck.vii.
the Mountains, like Doves of the Valleys, **
all of them mourning , every one for his
Iniquity. Would every Man f{weep his
own Doors the Streets would foon be clean :
would every Man lament and reform what
is amifs in his own Management, we fhould
quickly fee Religion look with a more
chearful Afpe& through our Land. Lerus
not be fo vain as to conclude that we are
better becaufe we fare better than our Neigh-
bours. What our Saviour faid to the fews
formerly, may with a little Variation be
applied tousnow. Thofe eijghteen on whom Luke xiii
the Tower of Siloam fell and [lew, think *
you that they were finners above all that
dwell in Jerufalem? I tell you nay, but
except you repent you f[hall all likewsfe
D perifh.
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perifp. - So may I fay,-do you think that
the Inhabitants of Dantzig and Copen-
hagen, Stockholm and Hamburgh amongft
the Proteftants; or the Inhabitants of #ar-
Jaw, Aix and Marfeilles amongft the Pa-
pifts have been greater Sinners than the In- -
habitants of London and Exon 2 1 muft
tell you; that you have no Warrant to
draw fuch an Inference as this, from the
Plagues which they have fe/t, and we have
hitherto. ef¢ap’'d : - But I am authoriz’d to
afluire you, in the Name of my great Lord
and Mafter, that unlefsyou repent, you will
_ all fooner or later perifh. It becomes us
 Eccef.vii. therefore in ¢his Day of Adverfity to con-
. fidervex

4. God further calls upon us by his Rod

to reform whatever, upon a ftrict Exami-
Lizxxvio.nation, we find to be amifs, When thy
FJudgments are in the Earth, the Inba-
bitants of -the World will learn Righteouf-

nefs. . That isy they will do fo, if they a&t

as becomes reafonable Creatures,- and ,an-

fwer the Defign of God's providential Dif-

- penfations. . This is what he expets and

o loudly calls for. Thus he exprefles him-
Zephiii.s.{elf by one of his Prophets; [ have cur
off the Nations, their Towers are defo-

late, I have made their Streets wafle

their Cities are deftroyed, without Inbha-
bitant.
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bitant. I f[aid furely they will fear me,
they will receive Inftruction. The Ship-
wreck of others fhould make us cautious
_how we dafh againft the fame Rock. That
Rod which lics fo heavy on our Neigh-
bours Backs fhould have a humbling In-
fluence upon our Hearts and Lives. Di-
vine Providence calls upon us this Day to
hear and fear, and do no more {o wicked-
ly. @Becaufe I will do this unto thee, pre-Amos iv.
pare to meet thy God, O lfrael; wiz. im '*
a 'Way of Repentance and Reformation.
When God would paint out the Sin of
Fudah in its moft odious Colours, he men-
tions this as a very aggravating Circum-
ftance: Thy Sifter Sodom was not wmen-
tioned by thee in the Day of thy Pride.
g.d. Thou tookeft no Warning by ‘thofe
tremendous Judgments which I “inflicted
upon that rebellious City: Thou haft re-
peated the fame Crimes which laid that
Townin Afhes; and been guilty of thefame
deteftable Impurities, which brought down
Fire and Brimftone upon the Heads of its
deprav’d Inhabicants, 3

5. God’s Judgments inflicted upon othets,
call upon us, to admire the diftinguifhing
Mercy of God in fparing us to this very
Moment.  *Tis Mercy, not Merit, that
hath made fuch a vifible Diftin&tion beewixe

D2 . Fingland
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England and her Sifter Natfons. If we
are mote bealthy, "tis not becanfe we have
been lefs finful: "Tis not for want of Pro-
vocations received from ws, that the Hand
of God is not firetched out againf? wus.
Inftead of making others Warnings unto
us, he might have made us a Warning
unto them. We have abus'd our Mercies,
and ’tis 2 Wonder that a jealous God has
not deprivid us of 'em. We have rioted,
and grown wanton in our green Paftures,
and he might juftly hedge up our Way with
Thorns and Briars. How juftly might
Death ride triumphant in thofe Strects, in
which the Majefty of Heaven is fo fre«
quently , fo daringly affronted? We have
only tafted fome few Drops of his Dif-
pleafure, whilft the full Viols of his Wrath
have been poured down upon our Neigh-
bour’s Heads. He hath only laid his Fin-
ger-upon us, whilft others have been crufh’d
with the Weight of hiswhole Loins.  This
is the Lord’s doing, and it fhould be mar-
vellous in our Eyes. If our Air be not
fill'd with peftilential Vapours, ’tis not be-
caufe it has not been polluted with Qaths
and Blalphemies. If the Ground on which
we tread, be not firewed with our Car-
cafes, and: drench’d with our Blood, ’tis
not becaufe it has. not been burdened by
our Impicetics,. 'We have Reafon therefore

to
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to cry out with the Plalmift, Noz unto us,
O Lord, not unto us, but to thy Name do

we grve Glory.

6. This Rod calls upon us to be fer
vent and frequent in our Supplications to
the Throne of Divine Grace. FPray we
fhould for the Provinces under God's af
fliding Hand, that he would make them
fenfible of what they have done amifs. Par-
ticularly, in pulling down his Temples, in
banifhing his faithful Minifters,” and perfe-
cuting fuch of his People, as dared not to
worthip the Creature inftead of the Crea-
tor. 1 know, it becomes not us to in-
terpret Divine Providences according to
our own Fancics, fince there is one Event
to the Good and to the Bad. However
'it may not be amifs to obferve, that the
Plague began in a Town where hundreds
of Proteftant Confeffors had been dragging
of their Chains: Marféilles being the ufual
Harbour where the French King kept his
Gallics, to which many of thofe Chriftian
Heroes were condemn’d, of whom the
World was not worthy, and in which they
endured inexpreflible Hardthips. May we
not reafonably fiuppofe that many of the
Souls of thofe brave and: generous Sufferers
are now under the Altar, crying out, How

long, O Lord holy and true , doff thou not
: Judge
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fudge and avenge our Blood on them that
dwell on the Earth 2 Would to God that
the Perfons concern’d would lay thefe things
to Heart, and repent of their blind, malig-
nant Zecal: confidering how tenderly Chrift
refents the Injuries that are done to his
Members; how he feels the Weight of their
Chains, and the Smart of their Wounds,
and fympathifes with them in all their Af-
flictions.

But in an efpecial manner, let us pray
for the Land of our Nativity, that God
would keep the Plague at a Diftance from
our Habitations : that we may not pledge
them in that deadly bitter Cup of which
they have drunk fo very deep. This is
what we are direfted to by the Prophet

Joelii. 15, f0el.  Blow the Trumpet in Sion, fancii-
e fvalkaft, call a folemn Affembly : Let the
Priefls; the Minifters of the Lord, weep
between the ‘Porch and the Altar, and let

them fayy Spare thy People, O Lord, and

give not thine Heritage to Reproach. When

God’s Hand is lifted up, he expelts that

we fhould lie proftrate at his Feet. When

his Rod is fhaken over our Heads, he ex-

peéts to find us upon our Knees. "Tis

but rcafonable he fhould hear from us,

when he is loudly calling 70 us. This is

a2 Mcthod we¢ arc dirc&ed to, by the
Example
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Example and Succefs of Pious Mofes. Take Num.xvi
a Cenfer (fays he to Aaron the High- 4
Priett) and put Fire therein from the zﬂf’-
tar, and go quickly into the Congrega-
tions for ihere is Wrath gone out from
the Lord, the Plague is begun: And Aa-
ron did [0, and ftood between the living
and the dead, and the ‘Plague was flai-

¢d. O that we could cry mightily to
our God this Day! That our Prayers might
come up before him as Incenfe, and the
lifting up of our Hands as the Evening Sa-
crifice! Then might we hope that he would
appoint to us Salvation for Walls ‘and Bul-
warks, Let us cry and figh for the Abo-
minations of the Land in which we live.

W hilft others, by their Impicties, are widen-

ing the Breach, and letting in an Inun-
dation of Mifery upon us, let us. ftand

in the Gap, and by our fervent Suppli- -
cations, endeavour to turn away Wrath
from our Ifrael. When the Land of ¥#-
dah was in Danger of God’s Judgments,

by reafon of the horrid Depravation of their
Morals, we read, The Lord [aw there wasi6.lix. 16;
0 Man, and wondred there was no Inter-
ceffor. TheirSilence and Stupidity in thefe
Circumfrances was Matter of Aftonifhment

and W onder.

7. The
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7. The laft Duty we feem to be fums
moned unto by the Providence of God, is
to be in a Readinefs for the coming of
our great Lord.  If the Plague fhould fpare
us, it can’t be long beforc fome Diftem-
per or other will prove fatal to us. Let
us therefore give all “Diligence to make onr
Calling and Election fure: to {ecure to out
felves an Interelt in the Blood and Merits
of our dear Redeemer. And then we fhall
not be afraid of evil Tidings, when out
Heart is fixed trufting in the Lord. We
may then fee Light, though the Peffilence
walks in “Darkne(s round about us: And
be fafe, though Defltru&tion wafteth at Noon
Day. Come Sword, come Peftilence or
Famine, we need not be difmay’d or caft
down. Tho our Carcafes fhould lic unbu-
ried in the Streets, 'tis no great matter, if
outr Souls arc fafe in Abrabam's Bofom.
Though our Relations and Acquaintancé
fhould keep at a Diftance from us: Tho
we fhould have no Friend near us, toclofe
our dying Eyes; we fhall have a Guard of
Angels, to convey us to the yonder Regi-
ons of Blifs and Glory. And that is infi-
nitely better. Then Death it felf will be
able to do us no real Injury. It may fhake
in Pieces our earthly Tabernacle; but we
fhall have a Building, an Houfe not made

with
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with Hands, eternal inthe Heavens. It
may ftrip us of our Rags of Duft and of Mor-
tality 5 but thefe will be exchang'd for
Robes of Light and Glory. Death having
loft its Sting, we may receive it into our
Bofoms without any Confternation. The
Poyfon being all taken out of this bitter
Cup, we may drink it off without Re-
lutance. When our Flefh and our Heart
fhall fail, God will then be the Stremgth
of our Heart, and our Portion for ever.

Thus have I endeavoured to fhew you
what thofe Duties are, which the Judg-
ments of God at home and abroad do call
us to the Praéice of. And by this you
may cafily know when you may be faid
to Hear the Rod, and him that bas ap-
pointed it. Even when you are awakened
to a Senfe, both of your Sin and Dan-
ger.  When, upon a narrow Scrutiny, and
ftri¢ Enquiry, into the Framec and Tem-
per of your own Minds, you reform what
is amifs. When you endeavour to make
your Peace with God thro’ Chrift, and
to demean your felves according to the va-
rious Afpets of Diyine Providence to-
wards you.

TII. I fhall conclude what I have to fay
with- a fhort, but ferious Exhortation to
E you
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you all, to anfwer the Defign and End of
God in his moft righteous and awful Dif-
penfations: and to learn thofe Leflons which
he is teaching you, by the Tokens of his
Difpleafure, gone forth againft a provok-
ing, finful Generation. Methinks I hear
him fpeaking to you this Day as formerly
to the Fewifhb Church and Nation. Be
thow inftructed, O Jerufalem [O England)
left my Soul depart from thee, leff I make
thee defolate, a Land not inhabited. And
‘Woe would be unto us fhould God depart
from us. Should he withdraw his Prefence
and Prote&tion, he leaves us naked and ex-
posd to a thoufand Mifchiefs that are rea-
dy to invade us. “Tis a dreadful thing to
fall out of God’s Hands, as well as to fall
nto them: To be forfaken of his Mercy,
as well as-to be overtaken of his Ven-
geance. To render what I have faid more
cffe@tual, T fhall fubjoin thefe two Confi-
derations, and fo difmifs you. "

1. If you hear God's Rod, you have Rea-
fon to hope that he will hear your Prayers.
That your Petitions will be fuccefsful to
avert thofe Judgments that we fear, and to
continue the Mercies we do yet enjoy. We
read of a Mark fet upon the Foreheads of
thofe who did figh and cry for the Abomi-
nations commitied in the midfl of _]J::1-1.1{':alemcir

_ . anda
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and the deftroying Angel had a Charge not

to come near them. The Interceflion of
Abrabam would have been prevalent even

for Sodom it {clf, if ten righteous Perfons
could have been found in that ungodly Ci-

ty. A Book of Remembrance was written

for thofe that feared the Lord, and called va. s
upon his Name: and they [ball be mine, *7-
[faith the Lord, in the ‘Day that 1 make

up my fewels, and I will [pare them as «
Man [pareth bis own Son that ferveth him.
God values and fecures fuch as Men do their
Jewels, whilft he tramples others, like Dirr
and Rubbifh, under his Feet. This fhould
oblige us to be importunate and earneft in
our Addrefles to the Throne of Divine Grace.

If our Ears are open to God’s awful Sum-
mons, his will not be fhut againft our hum-

ble Supplications.

2. However, if he may not think fit to
remove his Rod from us, he will fupport
us under it, and do us good by it. If he
cafts us into the Furnace of AfHliGion, ’tis
to melt down our Drofs, not to confume
our Subftance: and the Fruit of all will be
the taking away of Sin. We have a gra-
cious Promife for our Encouragement.  //Rom. vis.
things fhall work together for good to them **
that love God. The beft of Men are not
exempted from National Calamitics. Thofe
Bodics
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Bodies that are the Temples of the Holy
Ghoft, are liable to Infe&tion, as well as
thofe that arc proftituted to the vileft Luft.
But then they have the Teftimony of a good
Confcience, and the Hopes of a blefled Im-
mortality for their Support. That Tem-
peft that tofles them, drives them nearer to
their defired Harbour.  And thefe light Af-
flictions which are but for a Moment, will
work out for them a more exceeding and
eternal Weight of Glory.




