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A Sermon Preach’d, &c. 3

1 S_A 1 A H, Chap. v. Ver. 4, 5.

& What could have been done more tomy Vineyard,
that 1 have not done it ? Wherefore when I look’d
that it fhould bring forth Grapes, brought it forth
wild Grapes:! . -

s And now goro, 1will tell you what Iwill do to my

~ Vineyardy Iwill take away the Hedge thereof, and

it [ball be eater up, and break down the Wall theres

ofy and it (ball be troddendown. - oo
ORIk Y it Dpre et g i

RN’ N thefe Words,under the Allegory

| wm of a Vineyard, and according tQ

f the Elegancy of the Oriental Stile,

Gy we havea fhort Hiftory of God’s

i Providence, with Refpe& to the |

T Fewifb Nation ;- fetting foreh, Firsty

. The extraordinary Favours of God vouchfafed

to them. = Secondly, 'The very ill Returs they

made to him ; and Lafily, The {ad Confequences
of their Ingratitude and Unfinitfulnefs, in that
they were the Caufes of drawing 'down upon
them, not only many fevere Judgments, but
rrrepairable Ruin and Deftruction, e
e - - his
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This Hiftor yis fo wel‘ known, as that it needs
not long be dwelt upon ; However, the better
.to illuftrate the Application, I intend hence to
infer, with Regard to our felves, I beg Leave to
expatiate a lictle upon each of the foregumg
Particulars. “And,

Farit, If we review the d1ﬁtr;:lgu1ﬂa+ﬂg Favours
of God towards the Jews, we find that of all the
Inhabitants of the Earth, they were his peculi-
ar Pavourites, and crnwn’d as fuch with all the
BleflingsTemporal and Spiritual they could wifh.
for ; that the Almighty himf{elf condefcended fo
gr acmuﬁy, as to be their King and Governour ;
and gave them Laws and Statutes, which he
eftablifhed in a wonderful Manner, to dire&
- their Worfhip, and to be their Rule of Life and
Manners. In brief, he gave them a fruitful and

a pleafant Land to dwell i in, & Land that
with Milk and Honey; he cloathed their Hllls

with Cattle andevery way increas’d their Stores;
he went forth with their Forces, and: he fought
their Battles ; making them, tho’ faw,ﬂl umu
ber,victor; mus over great and power
Ina Word, while they were difpofe dﬂ a,ny
Meafure .to obey his Will, he delighted to do
them good, and made. ;hem happy and fecure ;
or in the Words of the Pfalmift, . He was @ God:
full of Campaf oity Gratiows and, Long-[uffeting,and:
Pleweam in Mercy and, Truth towards:them, -Pla. Gu:

o that ic might indeed well be asked,
wba}‘ myifi have éeem dme mare n‘mrwwa: doney ta.

. -=---1i ;viubh sﬂ'a
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engage them to be ‘Good,and confequently to

make them Happy. = S

- But, Secondly, notwithftanding all this, not-
withftanding all the gracious' Difpenfations,
even of inexhauftible Bounty, and of infinite
Goodnefs to endear them, and to oblige them
to'their Duty, it appears, that they were as di-
ftinguifhable for their Impieties againft God, as.
for the Bleffings and the Mercies they received
from him ; they impioully’ rejeted even the
Divine Theocrary ; they perverted and annulled
the Divine Laws by their wicked Comments
and Traditions, even to that execrable Degree,
as to invert the Names of Good and Evil, to fub-
vert Juftice and Equity, to juftify the Wicked
for'a Reward, and to take away the Righteouf-
nefs of the Righteous from him. And thus they
turn’d their Bleflings intoCurfes, and made the
Heavenly Difpenfations, intended for their Wel-
fare, the Occafion of their Ruin.  For,

“ Were they blefled with Plenty and Abun-
dance; this they made the Fuel of their Pride
and Luxury ; were they profperous in their En~
terprizes, and vicorious over their Enemies ;
how vain and arrogantdid this makethem, an
how eonfident in their own weak Strength and
~ Poliey ?-Or were they guarded from publick
Evils'and Difturbances, this they imputed alfo’
to their own poor Contrivances, and not to'his’
Goodnefs who is alone able to make Men dwell .
i Safecy 5 ‘or did the good God fend among
themwife Men, Prieftsand Prophets, to I‘ﬁpi'itlzﬁ?:e I

P1isd their
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their Wickednefs, and to inftrut them in their
Duty ; Alas ! thofe they very ill intreated, ffone~
ing Some, and. killing Others, and did not fpare
the Son of God himfelf,  who came for their
Redemption, but with wicked Hands did crucify
- and flay him ; fuch were the Returns, fuch the
Gratitude of this unhappy Nation. Weare now,
. Thirdly, and Laftly, to fee the Iflue ofit, when
it appear’d, that fo many rich Bleffings were
beftow’d in Vain, that no Kindneffes nor Fa-
vours cou’d affet them; that they regarded not
the Calls and Intreaties of a good God ; and that
his Tender Corre&tions made no Impreflions on
them, but that they were refolute in their Wick-
ednefs, and obftinately forfook God ; we then
find that God refolv’d to forfake  them, having
long waited,and by kind and various Ways and
Means, often call’d them to Repentance; when
all was to no Purpofe ; and that they were in-
corrigible, He then appear’d no lefs fearful in
the Judgments that he brought upon themy than
He formerly had been Gracious 'in His: Fa-
vours towards them. For, EAG e TR
What Hiftories are there of the Sufferings of
Mankind ‘any where, that feem to be {fodeep-
ly written in Charatters of Blood, 'as to .be
compar’d to the difmal Accounts given' us: of
the Deftruttion of the Jewith Nation ? For with
what a’fearful Complication of the {evereft;
Judgments were they . long harrafS’d, and at’
- laft undone ? With Piftilencés the molt Depo-
pulating ; wich fore Famings, that even obhig’d.

Nature
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Nature to be unnatural, 7.c.thetendereft Parents -
to Preyupon their own Offspring ; and with
{uch Defiruttions of the Sword, as {hew’d no
Mercy to Age, nor Sex ; and yet this mifera-
- ble People, while thus affaulted from without,
were fo wretchedly divided from within, as to
Slay each other; as if they were avow’d Con-
{pirators with the Common Enemy, for the
‘haftening of their own Deftruction : Nor did
they ever ceafe from this Rage andMadnefs, till
their City and Glotious Temple were deftroy’d ';
’till their Government was abolifb’d ; ’till their
Country became defolate, and the wretched
Remains of them were either banifh’d, or fold,
-as Slaves, or carry’d off as Captives to grace the
‘Triumphs of their Enemies. €
.+ This, this, Alas! was atlength the Fate of
-this Favourite Nation ; they forfook Ged, and
God forfook them,to the Fatal Confequences of
their Sins ; and gave them up to that Judicial -
Blindnefs, as-not to {ee the Means of their Sal-
vation. - An * Infatuation that {ill refts upon
their perverfe Pofterity, as if defign’d to be a
lafting Teftimony of the Wrath of God a-
gain{t them. _

Now from hence let us, and others, learn,
what are like to be the fad Confequences, of
a long Abufe of the Divine Goodnefs and Mer-

*Quidnam vero Illi rete {entire et fapere poflunt, qui poft
allam Domini cedem, mentibus capti, non ratione aliqua fed
Impotenti Impetu, quocunque eos infitus impellic furor, Epift.
. Coaftant. M, ad omnes, Ecclefiag, Ex Hifeph.1, 8. €. @5,

: cy.
b, "G
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¢y:- “To this End thefe two following ufeful
Obfervations muft be very obvious tous. !
-+ Frft, That a People orNation, to whom God
vouchfafes great and extraordinary Bleflings,
are for that Reafon oblig’d to a return ofex-
traordinary Piety and Virtue, and to- abound
in good Works in {ome: Proportion to the a-
bundant Bleflings, and the Means of ‘Grace that
are conferi’d upon them”# "It being the Rule
in the 4 Divine Account, that to whom moft
is given, of them moft will be requir’d y:and
they who have moft Talents will be expefted
to make the beft Improvements'; fo that fuch
as-partake moft of the Divine Bounty, ought to
‘be the moft hearty and zealous in the Divine
Service. WEDUFIONE e 30
 Secondly, 'That when a People fhall do cther-
wile, and in Contempt of the greateft Encou-
ragements given to be Good, fhall yet dare to
be the moft provoking Sinners, they muft then -
expet the greateft Punifhments ; becaufe: an

Abufe of moft Bleflings neceffarily calls for a
Return of the heavielt Judgments. And fince
publick States and Societies, as fuch, are to ex-
pect their Retributions in this Life, as was feen
in the Cafe of the Fews, we muft then conclude,
that an Abufe of National Bleflings will be vi-
fited and follow’d with Publick and National

Calamities.

-'_,_.

L T :

Now

'I’L#E; 12, 48.
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Now that we may be the more fenfible of our
own Concernment in thefe Dottrines, and be
able to make the moftufeful Applicationsoft them

~ to ourfelves, 1 propofe thefe three Things.

1{t, To conflider the Great and Extraordinary
Bleflings and Favours, that the Divine Provi-
dencefhas vouchfafed to us, the People of this
Kin% om.

2dly, To confider how very much we have
been wanting to our Duty, by makingfo very
illand unfuitable Returns for thofe grear and
fignal Bleffings. : |

3dly, To confider, for that Reafon, how’
much we are oblig’d ferioufly to attend to the
Duty now enjoyn’d us;that is, to humble our
felves before God, and to repent us truly of our
Sins, - that they may not be our Ruin, But,

Firft, I am to confider the Great and Extra«
ordinary Bleflings'and Favours, £5¢.

This is a Subjet {o very Rich and Copious,
as that it is not to be reduc’d into the Compafs
of this fhort Difcourfe ; I muft therefore con-
tent my {elf, by giving only {fome general Hints
and Intimations of them. - For, but upona very
curfory View taken of the feveral Inftances of
the Divine Bounty, and of the many Advanta~
ges and Privileges, Natural and Civil, Tempo-
ral and Spiritual, that we are blefs’d with, may.
it not be ask’d, who are they, what Srate, what

Kingdom, or what Nation under Heaven is
there that can vye with us ?

B | Gocl
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God hath planted us ina Serene, a Tempe-
rate and a Healthy Climate, free from the Ter-
rors and Defolations of Earthquakes and Volca-
no’s; free from the frequent Annoyances of
Plagues and Peftilences; in a rich and fertile
Land, that plentifully yields all we can defire,
not only for the Support, but for the Comforts
and Delights of Life; and thatin {fuch Abun-
dance, as affords Supplies, not only for its Na-
tion, but for many Foreign Countries, and for
a beneficial Commerce with the remoteft Na-
tions. _

To render us as fecure, as we are remarkable
- for fo many Advantages, isit not a very valua-

ble Situation given us, that Indulgent Nature
Guards us with the Ocean ? Which is a Defence
certainly much more impregnable than that of
Walls and Bullworks ; and wou’d fiee us ealily,
(were we fo wife and goodas to be well united to
each other) from all the Frights and Dangers
- of Surprizes,or Invafions; without either the fad
Neceflity, or Expences, that others areoblig’d to
of having numerous Forces to 'defend their
Borders. Lpapactiin
- But further, that which is our peculiar Glory,
and that makes us at once the Envy and the
Admiration of the World, is (if I may be al-
lowed to {peak of'it before thofe who beft know
it ) the fingular Excellency and Happinefs of
our Confticution. That whereas the Nations
that furround us are reduc’d to Slavery, and
fubjeCted to the imperious Diétates, of I know
' <7 NCSHRIOE
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not whaty arbitrary and lawlefs Powers; yeta
kind and aufpicious Providence has ftill prefet-
ved ourLiberty (and may God long continue it)
that we are rul’d not like Beafls, not like Bond-
Slaves, but like Men ; and that it is the Glory
of our Monarchy to have fuch its Subjects. *A
Monarchy {o benign and aufpicious, as to know
no Tyranny ;adorn’d like that of Heaven, with
the Prerogative and Powers of doing whate-
ver Good a virtuousPrince can with for ; and as
far as may be wifely guarded from the Evils one
that might be otherwife fhould be betrayed in~
to. A happy Government fo harmonious !
Where the Prince and Subjet fhare fo amica -
bly in the mighty Powers of it ; being fuch, that .
we are allowed that ineftimable Privilege, as of
being rul’d by Laws of our own making, fo of
being judg’d by our own Peers. An Ordinance;
if any, that merits well to be efteemed Divine,
as being the beft that can be well devifed b
Human Wildom, to promote the mutual Wel-
fare hoth of the Sovereign and the Subje, to
maintain the true Grandeur of the one, and the
juft Rights and Properties of the other; toin-
- fluence the Prince to rejoyce in doing Good, and
being Beneficent to his Country ; as a tender
Parent to his People on the one hand, and to
Influence the People as his Children to be Duti-
ful and Obedient to him on the other ; and to be

 Baaneds muivay 8v § dpyay xT vouss § F 08 deyew Sibymow b
criepy eov  Scit Rex, itaque eft ille qui imperat fecundumy -
Teges, et procliseft Scientis imperandivolentibus, 10

i Gt Bl . trug
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true and faithful in that Obedience for Confci-
ence fake ; and not only for the Fear of Wrarth,
but on the nobleftPrinciple, that of Love.
Secondly, As inour Secular, {0 have we been
moit eminently favour’d by the Divine Good-
nefs in our Spiritual and Religious Interefts.
For when in the Fullnefs of Time God thought
fit to reveal hisWill by his Son concerningMan’s
Salvation, and to recal the World from Pagan
Ignorance and Idolatry, it is well known that
this happy * Ifland was with the earlieft of
the Genrzles converted to Chriftianity ; that as
it had the Hononr of the firft Chriftian Monrach
to make it the national and eftablifhed Faith,
fo it had of giving Birth to the firft Chriftian
Empergr, who made it the Eftablifhment of the
Empire. 313 :
It afterward the malignant Poifon, firft of the
* drrian, and then of the Pelagian Herefy, crept
1n, or {prung up among us to invade our Quiet,
end to corrupt our Faith, and fo made way for
thofe Judgments and Delufions that enflav’d us
to the Roman See, (and God grant that the fame
Attempts being now reviv’d may notbe follow-

e Sy AT T L MM

*Britannizm noftram et fidem recepiffe mox a Paflione Chrifti,
er b ipfis quiden difcipulis fuis, mulea perhibent Tejimonia,
Sschm. Con. ;1 1. p. 1, Lucium unanimiter ferunt recipifle fidemy
ab Ejeatheria. 1bid. p, 31, '

*Manfit hee Chrifti capitis & Membrorum confonantia fua-
vis donec Arriana perfida atrox, feu anguis tranfmarina nobis -
evomens venena, fratres In unum habitantes exitlabiliter face-
vt lejungi.  Spedm. Tbod. p. 38, 1k

ed
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¥d by the like Confulions) but when I fay by
thefe Corruptions, we unhappily relapfed again
to almoft a Pagan Superftition and Idolatry; {o
as that Legends and corrupt Traditions, inftead.
of the Divine Oracles ; and that the Worfhip
Men, Women, and Angels, inftead of that of
the Living God, together with all the abfurd
Inventions of WillWorfhip, inftead of the pure
and rational Religion of the Gofpel, were im-
gas?d upon us 3 when this was the fad Circum-
ftance of all the Wefter» Churches, and of all
. others captivated to the RomanYoke, with what
Pleafure {hould we reflett on that Goodnefs that.
delivered us before {o many others from thag,
Bondage, by a happy Reformation : A Refor-
mation, that has again fettled our Church, upon
her old and juft Foundations, theWord of God ;
and thereby reftored her to her primitive and
ancient Purity,{o as to be Orthodox in her Faith
and DoCtrines, exeellently Pious in her Liturgy,
and Edifying and Decent in her Ceremonies.
That this Holy Religion might want no Mo-
tives, no Endearments to recommend it tous.
what a noble Cloud of Witnefles, of Saints,
Martyrs, and Confeffors, of excellent Bifhops,
wleful Paftors, and other good Men from Time
to Time has the Divine Goodnefs raifed up
among us ? Who by their thining Piety, and
faithful Precepts, and by their matchlefs Wri-
tings, polemical and praical, addreffed both
tfrom the Pulpit and the Prefs ; and who by li-
ving innocently,and {uffering patiently, even un-
| - £Q
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to Death, have glorioully given:the utmofl
Te{’tlilmuny to the T'ruth and Efficacy .of our:
Batthyad , S5 O3
And now if we refle&t upon thefe feveral
Means of Grace, and upon the great Afliitan-
ces and Incitements to Heolinefs andVirtue,with
which our Church is diftinguifhed toa Degree
equal, if not fuperior, to any in the Univerfey
what other Nation therefore is there that isiom
that Account oblig’d toexcel in Goodnefs, and;
to be diftinguifh’d by {uperiour Degrees of Pro-
bity and Picty as we are 2 For' to.whom: is: ip
that the great God hath been {o good andgraci-
ons as to us, wich Regard toour Happinefs, both
Lemporal and Eternal ¢ Buty o1 -0 o 0Tl
. Thirdly, We have yet further Pledges of the
Diyine Love, and fuch as ought'never to be-fors
gotten by wus, I mean the fignal, the almoft mi=
raculous Deliverances vouchfafed {o often: borh
to our Church and State :  Qur Sins, our Follies
have often call'd for Difcipline, oftén’ provok’d.
- God’s Wrath againlt us, aind confequently expo-
fed us to be troubled and diftreffed by thofe that
hated us ; but ftill, with what Clemency, with
what Mercy have our Punifhments been tem-
pered to teach us that not our Ruin, but our Re=
formation was thereby intended.: And .
When (to be the more afefted with the
Senfe of the Divine Clemency and our Delive-
rances) we look back upon the various Arts a
Methods of our Enemies (Enemies not to be
defpifed either for their Skill, or Power) hii.{_hr:':ti
| - . ave
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have 'fo long labour’d to undo us, fometime
by vpen Violence and Hoftility, and fometime
by fecret Treachery and Villany ; and that they
have: fruck at no Maflacres, no Murders, no
Seditions, or Confpiracies, no Treafons or Re-
~ bellions, and no bafe Affaffinations to effect our
Ruin ; is it not then a Miracle of Mercy that we
have been hitherto preferv’d ?:and fhou’d we not
with all Humility afcribe it to God’s Mercy,
and not our Merits, to God’s Providence, and
not our Forefight, that fo many wicked Devices,
fo many curs’d Contrivances form’d againft us,
have been defeated and confounded ?

_ Thefeare Things too well known, to be long
infifted on this honourable Audience, which s
fo converfant in the Hiftories, not only of oar
own, but of all Nations, and therefore needs
not be appriz’d by me, of the great Things
God has done in Ages palft, for this Church and
Nation, and muclt lefs of thofe within our'own
Remembrance. - (0

- For you that have been Witnefles to the De-
ftructions that ‘have {o often threaten’d us, you
that have {gen our Rcligion and our Laws in
their laft Extremities, you that have feen our
Animofities ‘and Diflentions almoft inflam’d
into ‘the mercilefs Barbarities of a civil War,,
you that fo-well know how many and how
great our Dangers ‘and Diftrefles have been,
and ‘how ftrange a concurrence of wosnderful
and. kind Providences have interver’d fo often
for: our refcue. - Nay, youthat have the P}?a--
308 ' ure
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{ure to reflect, many of you, that in the Hands
of Providence, you yourfelves have been fo
much the Inftruments of our Deliverances, that
your wife Proceedings in the Senate and the
Councily and that your {teady conduct and valour
- inour Fleets and Armies, have happily experie
enc’d the Divine Beneficence, in the Succefles
and Vi€tories you have gain’d for the wellfare
of your Country, The grateful Impreffions of
thefe Things, Ifay, being as yet {0 lively, and
{fo well fixt m your Breafts, I{hall no longer

need to dwell upon them. And,
- This may fuffice, as to my firft Particular : I
roceed, 2dly, To confider how very much we
Ilzave been wanting to our Duty, by making
very ill and unfuitable Returns for thofe great
and fignal Bleflings, ‘
Upon a Review of the foregoing Advantages,
and of that aufpicious Providence that has ta-
ken 10 much Care of us, might it nat be well
expetted, that we were poflefs’d with the moft
grateful Apprehenfions of the Divine Bounty
towards us ; that we were truly fenfible of our
Happinefs, and accordingly thankful, for fo
eafy and fo mild a Government, heartily Loyal
to our moft gracious Sovereign, and as heartily
well affe¢ted one towards another ; and that by
a holy Life we ftudy’d to adorn that moft holy
Religion, which God hath hitherto fo wonder-
fully preferved to us; for fuch, undoubtedly,
ought to be our Acknowlegements for the fore-
mention’d Bleflings, but, alas! to our Shamea,

an
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and God grant, that to our Amendment alfp it
be {poken, inftead of thofe dutiful Returns which
the Divine Bleflings have {o juftly call’d cr,
how undutiful, how ungrateful have we been !

For, |

Are there any of the fad Abominations
charg’d upon the Fews in the Context, that are
not too prevailing among us? Were they tax’d
with Coveteoufnefs, with Oppreflion, with In-
temperance, Drunkennefs, Pride, Luxury, with
Perverfenefs in inverting the Names of Good
and Ewvil, with carnal Security, and a ftrange
Vanity of thinking themfelves Wife, when they
were moft Foolifh, as being extremely wicked
are thefe the fad Enormitics complain’d of in
the Fews, and for whicli they were to be de-
ftroy’d ? and can it be deny’d thatthe {ame, nay,
and many other Impieties, are not become the
crying Sins of this Land ? For of what complain-
ings of Oppreffions in onr Strects, and of Violence in
our High Ways do we not frequently hear of 2 OF
what Mercilefs and Fewifb Coveteoufnefs on the
one Hand, and of what boundlefs Luxury and
Extravangancies on the other ?

And tho’ the glorious Light of the Gofpel has
fhin’d fo long upon us, in fo bright a Manner,
yet good God ! to how little Purpofe ; for what
Returns have we made in any meafure fuitable
tofo plentiful a Difpenfation of it ? How often
is that Holy Religon which was given to be our
Rule of Worthip, and which is the Wildon of the

- grear Goa daringly made the Subjeit of pro-
| C phane
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phane Railery ? How 1s that holy Religion, that
lays upon us all the Tyes imaginable of being
united in the Bonds of Charity one towards
another ? How is it perverted to quite another
Purpofe, and made to be the common Topick
of Difputes and Wranglings? And that fome-
times by fuch, whofe Time and Pains undoubt-
edly might much more ufefully be employed,
more to the Edification of the People, more to
the Tranquillity of Church and State, in incul-
cating uncontroverted Duties, than (for the fake,
‘perhaps,of {hewing more their Parts than Piety)
in reviving old, or creating new Difputes, or
Herefies.
~ But not to infift too long on fo difagreeable a
Subjeét, whither it be from the Licentioufnefs
arifing from Praltices of this Kind, or from
the incorrigible ill Example of others, and the
Impunities allow’d to fo many ill Men, by the
Remiflnefs and Neglett of civil Magiftrates
( which are Faults not to be diffembl’d whoma
foever they afle&t) or from whatever other
Caulfe, or Caufes, it proceeds;it is plain the Con-
fequence 1s too vifible, that our Impieties, our
Immoralities are very grofs and enormous; too
- provoking towards God ; too pernicious in their
.own Nature to confift, or'to be compatible with
‘the Favour of God, or our Safety ; fince it is{o
manifeft that there are among us fo many
vicious Libertines, {o many prophane Scoffers
of Religion, {fo many perjurd Wretches, that
act 1 Oppofition to their moft folemn Obliga-
t10ns,
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tions, and {o many thatdaringly avow their Infi-
delity, and indulge them{elves without controul
in their Extravagances ; for thefe areThings that
can’t go long unpunifhed in any State, if they
are not repented of.

- ”Tis true indeed, (and God be praifed for it)
that thefe Impieties are not yet {0 {preading as
to be univerfal(God forbid they ever Thould)for
to our Comfort be it {poken, there are among us
alfo many worthy Perfons, nolefs diftinguifh-
able for their Piety and Vertue, than others for
their Impiety and Debauchery ; Men that fear
God, and that obey the King, detefting both the
Guilt of Hypocrify toward the one, and Dif-
loyalty toward the other ; Men that have a due
Regard to their Oaths and Promifes, that efchew
Evil and do Good, that are not afham’d of their
Religion, and fhew it, not by loud Pretences,
not by extolling Parties, but in {erving God tru-
ly, in doing Juftice, in loving Mercy, in ftudy-
ing to be quiet, and to do their own Bufinefs ;
and in a Word, by heartily endeavouring, not
only to fave their own Souls, but the Souls
of others too. ¥

Thefe, thefe are furely the moft propitious and
the beft Guardians of our Land ; thefe are they
that have hitherto {tood between us and Deftru-
&tion, and warded off the Thunderbolts of the
Divine Vengeance. And we fhould pray that
it may pleafe God by the Efficacy of his Grace,
to add daily to the Number of thofc Holy and
Tutelar Patriots, fecing we have {0 much Rea-
¥ C 2 fon
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fon to believe it to be owing to their Goodnefs -
and their Piety, to the Intereft that they have
with God, and their powerful Interceffion for us
that we are yet preferv’d, But,

Tho’ God, tor their Prayers, and for his own
Mercy’s fake (which [bould lead us to Repen-
tance ) doth as yet with-hold hi-Vengeance; and -
wait for our Amendment, yet, let us not be fo
deluded as to imagine that even infinite Mercy
can endure for to be {till abufed. For God hath
plainly told us that when a People proves incor-
rigible, He will wifiz them in the feverest. Manner,
that his Eye will not [pave, nor will he pity, but that
be will judge them according to theiy Ways, and res
compence upon thems their Avominations. Nay,and
that tho’ Saints {o illuftrious, and fo dear and va~'
luable to him, us Noah, Daniel,and Fob, Thould
be the Members of aState, or Nation, that was
incorrigibly corrupt and vicious, they fhould
deliver but their own Souls, — That the Righte-
oufinc(s of the Righteous (hould be upon hine, ~— but
that theWickedue[s of the Wicked [bould be upow them,
It behoves us therefore to. look well to it, leaft
we be thought incorrigible, and leaft our
Impieties encreafe and multiplyto that Terrible
degree, as in the Divine Eftimate, tobeaccount-*
ed ripe for Vengeance.
~ That we may be juftly fenfible of this Danger,
it becomes us often to remember on the one
hand, by what a multitude of Obligatians we -
are engag’d to be a Vircuous and Religious Pegs
ple, ‘and on the other, how far fhorr, as to in-
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finitely the greateft Number, we are from an-
{wering of thisCharater; and when we {eriouf=
ly think of this, and read the Fate of God’s Re-
bellious People, whom we imitate fomuch, what'
a Concern and Terror fhould the Appehenfion
of our Danger ftrike into us ? For can we think
that the juftGod, the Righteous Judge of'all the
Barth, will not be aveng’d of thofe who dare
prefumptioufly to infult his Laws; and if we
ask the Generations of old, and the Ages that
are paft, what State, what Kingdom ever was
there, when once *twas over-run with Vice and
Immorality, that was fuifer’d to go unpunifhed?
No, hence arofe the Ruin, hence the certain
Defolation of all the Empires in the Univerfe ;
when no other Enemy could effelt it, their own
Sins and Wickednefs, grown to a Heigth, have
never fail’d to ruin them ; being forfaken of the
Divine Blefling, they commonly fell a Victim:
to their own Corruptions and Diflentions.

Seeing then that the'juft God did not {pare his
own peculiar People, and that he even forfook
jenfldfem his Delight among Men, when it was
defiled with Wickednefs, can we think that he
will not deal with us, and others, in the like
Manner, when ourAbominations {hall be equal-
ly provoking ? But this brings me to my

Third and Last Particular, which is to thew
that the Senfe of our Tran{greffions fhould ob-
ligeaus in'the moft folomn Manner to attend to
the Puty of this Day ; to humble ourfelves be-

e | fore
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fore God, and to repent us of our Sins, that they
may not be our Ruin.

- From the Senfe of-.our Unworthinefs we can’t
but fee the abfolute, the indifpenfible Neceffity
of Repentance : And happy for us that we are
allow’d that Privilegeto prevent our Ruin ; Re-
pentance being the San&tuary, being the fure
and happy Refuge, and the laft Support and
Comfort of diftrefled Sinners ; for when their
Sins with-hold good Things from them, when
the dreadful Judgments of Heaven are ready
to break out upon them, and that they are upon
the Brinks of Ruin, the only Hope then lett
whereby to avert the Storm, and to conciliate
the Peace and Favour of the offended Deity, is
Repentance.  And,

What Repentance means, you know, is to
enter intoa {tri&t Examination of the Evil of
our Ways, not after the Manner of Diffemblers
with God, for God will not be mock’d, but {o
as to beget in us a juft Abhorrence of our Abo-
minations, and to be heartily affli¢ted and grie-
ved for them, humbly to acknowledge them,
with all the Aggravartions that attend them, to
deprecate that Wrath and Vengeance which we
deferve ; to refolve upon a hetter Obedience for
the future, and to beg for Grace to be confirm’d
in thefe our Pious Refolutions. And,

If by thefe penitential Exercifes we affli€ our
felves 1n {ome Proportion, to the Heinoufnefs of
our Guilt, ’till we break the Bonds of Wicked-
nefs, ceale todo Evil, apd learn to de well, a&r;]d

e adly
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" add, hereto our moft fmportunate Supplications
atthe Throneof Grace, forthe Pardon ot our Sins,
and of the crying Sins of thefe Kingdoms ; we
may then humbly hope that God will ftill rejoice
to do us Good, have Mercy uponus, and avert
the heavy Judgments that ourSins fo loudly call
for; it being written for our Comfort, Thar ke
who confeffeth bis Sin and forfakerh it [hall have Mer-

¢y 3 and that to the Lord our Godbelong Mercies and

-I;c?r tvenelJes, tho’ we have rebell' d-against him. Nay,
and that {hould the Cafe be fuch, asthat the Di-
vine Judgments thould be attually iffued forth,
as, ‘that the Heaven (hould be fbut up, and there be
1o Rain, or that the Locufts be commanded to devour
the Land, or that a Peftilence be [ent among the Peo-
ple.. Even in thofe difmal Circumftances, the
Gracious God hath promifed, That i my Pegple,
fays he, who are calld by my Name [hall humble them-

felves, and pray, and [eck wy Face, and tarn from
their wicked ways, then will 1 hear from Heaven, and
will forgive their Sin, and will-heal their Land.
2. Chron. 7. 13. 14,

So then, as our wholeWelfare, Happinefs, and
Security is to come from God, {0 the Means, we
fee, of being entitl'd to it, is Repentance. But
we fhall be the better able to fee our great Con-
eernment in this Duty, the Neceflity of Recourfe
to it at this Time, and in fome Meafure after
what Manner it fhould be done, if we attend
to thefe Two following Confiderations.

First, To the Confideration of the Aggravati-
~ons that our Sins do admit of.

Se-



. ‘24 A Sermon Preach'd before

—

Secondly, To that of the Judgments that w
are at prefent threat’ned with. "And,

Firft, Of the Aggravations that our Sins do
admit of ; of thofe I craveto inftance but in only
Two,viz.That they arecommitted in Contempt
of the Divine Goodnefs, that fhould have obli-
ged us to our Duty 5 and Secondly, 1n Defpight
‘of thole fartherly Correttions, that fhould have
reclaim’d us to it. - - - 3 gh

 Firft then,It behoves us to reflett how egregi-
oufly we have abufed the Divine Goodnefs ; for
as much, asthat we have not been only barren
of good Works, but abounded in thofe that are
Wicked, in Defpight of all that the Divine Good-
nefs hath done for us. That Immorahity and Im-
piety, and all the Works of Darknefs, fhould be
the Produce and Growth of the dark and un-
lighten’d Parts of the World is not to be ad-
mir’d, while they are unhappily {o deftitute of
divine Knowledge, and of the Means of Grace.
But God be blefs’d, the Cafe is otherwife with
us, we are not thus forfaken, nor left to go aftray
in the Pathsof darknefs, or to be benighted in the
gloomy Regions of the Shadow of Death.

And yet, if we, who have been refcu’d out of
this miferable State, if we, who have fo lon
enjoy’d {o ferene and clear a Light of the mo
divine and purelt Informations ; if we that have
the Oracles of the living God f{peaking in our
own Tongue; if we that have a Religion fo
eltablifh’d on Credentials, fo worthy of a God to
give,and {o worthy of the moft exalted Reafon to

acquiefce
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acquiefce in; if we that have not only the beft
Initructions fet before us, but are call'd: upon
fo eften; and in {o many Ways, in Books and
Sermons, with the mott Affc&ionate and Pathe-
tick Exhortations, to the Obfervation of them
and that have fuch firong Engagements in the
bright Examples of fo many excellent Perfons,
to excite us to our Duty ; if; notwithltandiig
all thefe rich Cultivations, we have been not
only barren of good Fruit, but like the degene-
rated Vine in the Text, we have brought forch
Jour Grapes, that is, ifin defpight of all thole
Means that have been us’d to make us Good,
we have daringly fin’d againft Light, as it
were in contempt of Grace, in contempt of our
own folesmn Vows and Engagements, and in
contempt of all the Threats and Promifes of the
Gofpel. Alas, if this be indeed our Cafe, ought
we not to ftand amaz’d at the Riches of that
Mercy, that has hitherto fpar’d us ? Ought we
not to adore that Goodnefs that has not yet
remov’d our Candleftick for fo bafe a Negle&,
and {o daring an abufe of it ¢ And ought we not
to have an Indignation againft ourfelves, and
to be overwhelm’d with Shame and Sorrow
at the Remembrance of having been fo unduti-
ful and difobedient to fo gracious and {0 good a
God ¢ We that ftand in need of fo much For-
givenefs,ought to be more earneft in our Repen-
ance ; and we that have experienc'd {o very
miuch of the divine Goodpefs ought (according

D to

Lal
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to our Saviour’s Rule) to be by {6 muchi the
more intent and fervent in our Love of God.
Secondly, Tt is to be alfo fear’d, that the little
Of NO Eﬁe& which the Affli€tions and Punifh-
ments we have been already vifited with for
our Sins, may be another Aggravation of them ;
for fince Afflaitions [ gﬂﬁg wot from the Dﬁﬁ are
not the Effets of a blind chance, but'of a wife
and fteady Providence. For, If is I, faith the
Lord, that make Peste-and create Efw’! \and (hall
Merebe any Ewil [ 4. e of AfliCion] ﬁmﬁae Ciry,
and the Lﬁm’ hath not done it Amos 3. 6. We ﬂIOu’d |
then remember that when Afflitions come, to
look upon them, as fent from God, either to try'
our Vertue, or to corrett our Pt)lly IS
When we then refle& upon’ our own De-
merits, and upon' thé Troubles and Calamities
that have befallen us, we ought from thente to
be affur’d both of our Provocations againft God,
and of his Difpleafure againft us. * *Tis true we
fhow’d not hence dnfer, that we are not the
gtreateft Sinners, becaufe ‘'we have not been the
greatoft Suﬁ"eiezs for fometimes God allows a
longer Time to fome than others for Repentans
ces ; yet if we atrend ‘either to the Number, or
N atur of the Troubles wherewith we have
been exerc:s’d we fhall have little Reafon to
infer thence that in the divine Efltimate, weare
not look’d upon as velygreat and prﬁvokmg
Sinners.
- For tho’ (God be pl‘a’:s’d) we have not a late
Experience of Peftilence, or Famine, nor of the

bloody
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bloody Outrages of a civil War, nor of the mer-
cilels Defolations of Fire and Sword, featter’d by
a Foreign Enemy within, our Borders but tho’
we have not felt thofe fore Calamities, (and God
grant we never may), yet how often have they
‘threaten’d us, and how narrowly have we
efcap’d (at leaft fome of) them ? How long have
we been menac’d and infulted by the Popifh
Power ? How for more than Thirty Years to-
‘gether, have we been engag’d as it were, but in
one uninterrupted -::Outeﬁ in the Defenfe of our
Religion and our Laws ? How many Thoufands
of our dear and brave Country-Men have facri-
-fic’a their Lives on the one Hand, and what an
ineftimable Expence of Treafures on the other,
have we been oblig’d to, for the Support of it ?
Again, how great are the Damages ‘and Loffes,
that we have fuftain’d by Sea and Land, and not
only by Foreign Depredations, but by the
Fraud and Rapine of Domeftick Bubbles and
- Impoftures ? And when we confiderof thofe and
whatever other Evils that have befallen us,
which have affefted fo many Thoufands of Fa-
- milies ; can we think that the Wife and Good
God did inflict thofe Evils, or fend thofe Punifh-
‘ments for nought ? Or can we imagine, that
- that gracious Being who grieves not willingly
~ the Children of Men, wou’d afflict and difcr-
*“pline us thus feverely, 1f our Sinsand Wicked-
~ nefs did not make it neceflary ? May we not in
- many of our Sufferings, read the finful Caufes
of them, and obferye” the Finger of God in the
r; _ WAl DAl " Punifh-
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Punifhment pointing out the Wickednefs that
occalion’d it ? But have we ferioufly confider’d
thefe Things? Have they made any juft Impref-
fions upon us ; or can we fay that we have been
duly humbl’d under the mi%h:y Hand of God,
1n r{ml‘e his Punifhments ; or have they wrought
ay confiderable Reformation among us ? Have
the Confederacies of {fo many Foreign Enemies
againit us, united us to one another, and cur’d us
of our civil Diicords and Animofities ? Has the
Senfe of the great and heavy Debts we have
contraéted, made us better Husbands or more
Frugal ? Or bave the Damages and Lofles we
‘have fuffer’d abated our Pride, or retrench’d our
Luxuries ? Or Laftly, have the Dangers we have
been in of lofing our Religion oblig’'d ustoa
better and ftriGter Obfervance of it ? Alas, ifall
our Punifhments and Correttions have had fo -
little or no Effe& upon us, as the Heinoufnefs of
our Guilt muft be thercby inhancd ; fo muft it
follow, that for being thus obdurate and Impeni-
tent, we fhall treafureup unto our Selves greater
Degrees of Vengeanceagaint the Day of Wrath ;
Which brings me in the | | -

' Laft Place to obferve, That the Confideration
of the dreadful Judgments we are at prefent:
threaten’d with, is another Motive that calls ups
on us to a very {tri€t and unfeigned Repentance.
If we confider our felves in our prefent Circums
{tances, we have reafon to imagine, that the

. great. God looks upon us with much of that
~Congern that our Blefled Lord was in,f‘whini- -
_ . b g &
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- he beheld “ferafalem, and faid, Oh! that thou
hadft [ecn in this thy day the things belonging to
thy peace. - That he Condoles our Obftinacy and
Perverfene(s, and, as it were, wifhes and defires
our Repentance and Converlion before it be
too Late.  But if no Threats, if no Promifes, if
no Mercies nor Correltions are available to
reclaim us, we mull not then think, that God wall
[Eill firive with man ; for when Men prove Iga-
corrigible, Mercy then ceafes, and Juftice will
take Place. And if it comes to this Extre-
mity, if the Righteous God, who is arm’d with the
terrors of almishty power, who has heaven and carth,
with all the powers therein, with the Iffues of life
and death at his command 5 who is a confuming fire

to deﬂra} the works and workers of iniquity; if

this Tremendous Being comes forth to Judg-
ment, ‘Alas, Who can [tand before his Indignation,
or who caw abide the Fiercems(s of his Anger ? Hab.
1. 6. g -
And now we are toremember, that while
we are impenitent, we are at Enmity with this
moft dreadful Being, whocan at once deptive us
of all that we enjoy, and all that we can hope
for,and infli€t uponus all the Evils we are capa-
ble of enduring, or that we can fear. That
- while we are at Enmity with him, his fo-
reft Judgments ftand in Array againft us; that
on¢ ofthem is, as it were, at this Time bran-
difh’d over ourHeads; I mean that ragingPefti-
lence, now let loofe to fpread its Defolations in -
the niextKingdom to us ; and we fhould _rem;rn*
DETy
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ber, that the Meaning of that is, to tell us,
That they are not greater Sinners than we are, but
that if we repent not, we must likemife perifh. And,
That we may be fo affeCted as we ought to be
at the Greatnefs of our Danger, we {hould confi-
der,atleaft, a lictle of the difmal Defolation: that
we hear of ; confider as well of the Strangenefs,
as the Terrour of feeing Men in their belt Age
and Vigour, as it were by Multicudes falling
dead in the Streets and I—Irilgh-wa}fs; of fecing
Crowds of noifome Carcafles lie unburied, and
rotting above Ground for want of Hands to re-
move them ; of feeing populous Towns and Ci-
ties almoft quite depopulated, and of feeingRich
. and well Inhabited Provinces in fo thort aTime
made deftitute of Inhabitants, and almolt turn-
ed into a Defert. And if at this diftance thefe
Miferies can’t but appear very moving to us,
Good God, how unfpeakable would our Ter-
rour and Concern be, if they were our own ¢
Or, what more deplorable Idea can we.form to
ourfelves, than if this Contagion came among
us, and that we in ourTurnfhould be alfo forc’d
to fee our Friends and Neighbourss fall by
“Thoufands at our Sides, and by Ten Thoufands
at our Right-Hand, to hear at once on every
fide the Cries and Groans of the Dying and the
Living ; to have our Habitations conyerted in-
to notfome Prifons ;and to {ee this great Mezropo-
i, this famous Mart of Nations, fpew out her
Tnhabitants, and the like {preading Defolation
over-run our Country ? Now when we turn
-~ oour
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our Thoughts to thefe black and Tragical Views,
and remember how very nearly they approach
us, unlefs the wonted Miracles of the Divine
Mercy interpofe on our Behalf'; canthere be
any Apprehenfions more awakening, to oblige
us with the utmoft Diligence to make our Peace
with God ? In a2 Word, If we have any Re-
gard forthe commonGood, any Concern for the
Welfare of our Native Country, or for thofe in
it that are deareft to us, and for our felves; it
behoves us without Delay, and before it be too
late, to conciliate his Favour who can alone pre-
ferve us. | |

~ Thus does it appear as well from a Viewof -
the Judgments wherewith we are threatened,
as from the Aggravations that our Sins do ad-
mit of, how fincere  and extraordinary our Hu-
miliation and Repentance {hould be.

To fumupall ; If ina jult Light we fet be-
fore us thefe feveral Confiderations. Firi#, How
much we have to anfwer to God for having {o
fong abus’d his Goodnefs, and making fuch ill
Returns for all the Inftances of his Love toward
us ; how much we have to anfwer for being {o
~obdurate and harden’d again{t Correttion ; and
profiting fo little by the Difcipline whereby his
Mercy would reclaim us; and how much there-
fore God muft be incens’d againft us, as we have
Reafon to believe alfo from the terrible ]ud]g-
ments- that are prefented before us. If the
Senfe of thefe Things have a due Effett upon

us,
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us, we {hall be. neceffarily convinc’d of our
Obligation to the fol] ﬁw'ile_g Rules.

Firit, With the deepelt Humility, and with
a Holy and Religious Pear to proftrate our-
felves before God, To acknowledse that we have
zot walked, in bis Laws which he hath [et before us; to
acknowledge that to him belongeth Righteon[nefs, but
10 us Confufion, to our Kings, to our Princesy to
our Fathersy and our [elves, becaufe we have finned
against him. _

Secondly, In the devouteft Manner to implore
God’s Mercy, to contend with him with {trong
Cries and Tears, That he correct us not in his An-
ger, least he bring us to Nothing, that he may not
rementber the crying Sins ang O[e:ére: of thefe
Kingdoms, but that according 10 his Mercy he wray
think upon us for his Goodnefs [ake, preferve us from
the noifoine Paﬂi[e:mc, deliver onr Souls from Death,
and from all the Evils that we have doferv’d.
And, S s -
Thirdly, To be qualified, and made fit Ob-
je&s for that Mercy ; to refolve to forfake
the Evil of our Ways ; to purfue the Things that
make for our Peace ; to abhor all Prophanenefs
and Irreligion ; to be afham’d of our Civil Dif-
cords and Contentions; which tend to render us
{o pernicioustoourfelves,{o ufelefs to ourFriends,
and o contemptible to our Enemies ; and ina
Word, to repent us truly of all our Sins, and
unfeignedly to turn to God in Newnefs of Life :
{o fhall we efcape the Evils we are afraid of ;
enjoy the Continuance of God’s Metcy and 1o-

ving
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ving Kindnefs towards us, and fo doing, whe-
ther Life or Death befall us, we fhall be afcer-
tained of our Happinéfs, - 1 o

1 have nowdifparch’d what 1pf01505’d, andens
deavoured with that Plainnefs and Simplicicy
which I think beft becomes the Occafion, to fet
before you the heinous Nature of our Guilt ; the
Judgments they are likely to bring uponus, and
the only Means whereby we may efcape them,
namely by Repentance and Reformation. And
now,

Of what mighty Force, Tlluftrious Patriots,
your Example and your . Authority will be to ac-
complifh and bring about this Blefled End, you
need not be informed. What remains for me
is to fupplicate, that that Wifdom which is from
Above may dire&t you to-the beftMeans for the
Attainment of our common Good ; and may in=
{pire you with Zeal and Refolution equal to
this Glorious Undertakingy and'may enable
you meoft effe¢tually to fupprefs all Vice and
Impiety, (which are our worft Enemies) and to
maintainGod’s true Religion and Vertue among
us. And, . |

Becaufe God rejoices to Thine upon the Coun-
cils of the Jult and Good, may no finful, or un-
becoming Imputations, may no partial, no fini-
fter or mean® jews be the Reproach of any one
who has the Honour to be of your auguit Af=
fembly ; But may che-Brizil Senate ever be re-
nowned for their inviolable Adherence to that

noble Principle, of facrificing all other Confi-
E derations
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derations to that of the Publick Welfare ; and
may you be as much rever’d and honour’d for
your Piety and your Vertue, as you are juitly
dreaded for your Power and Authority. In
a Word, andto conclude in the Words of our
Holy Mother the Church, May your Confultati-
ons ever tend, to the Advancement of God’s Glory,
to the Good of his G hurchy to the Safety, Honour and
Welfare of our Sovereign and his !{jﬂfdom: s that all
things maybe [o order’d and Jettled by your Endea~
wours upon the best and [urest Foundations, that
Peace and chppiﬂeﬁ, Truth and Fuftice, Religion

and Piety, may be Ej}aﬂg{bﬁd among us for all Gene-
yations, and vill Time [ball be nomore. Amen.
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Newly Publifbed,

- A View of the State of Religion in the Dio-

. cefe of St. Dawvid, with fome Account
of the Caufes of its Decay. Topether with
Confiderations of the Reafonablengfs of aug-
menting the Revenue of Impropriate Churches.
ByErRAsMUs SAUNDERS,D.D, And
Soldby Jou N~ Wy AT, at the Rofe, in St.
Paul’s Church-1ard,
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Cclefiaftical Memorials ; relating chiefly

to Religion, and the Reformation of it,
and the Emergencies of the Church of Exgland,
under King. Honry VITL King Edwerd V1 snd
Queen Mary I.  All which being new, and fuch
as have hitherto efcaped our Writers and Hifto-
rians, will communicate much more Light to
thofe great Tranfactions in this Kingdom ; and
moreover, difcover further the Inclinations and
Influences of the refpeftive Princes; the Em-
baffies and Cortefpondencies with Foreign Po-
tentates and Sates, chiefly with Refpet toRe-
ligiont The Oppofitions made to it;. the
Troubles and Perfecutions s of the Profeflors of
it ;3 the Tempaﬁ;; Practifes. ;&ﬂd_f‘?ﬂ.ﬂ‘{ﬂ-_ﬂf . the
Two Cardinals, Wolfey and -Pole, -and other
- Prelates and great Men. of both Bartiés, dn
- the refpetive Reigns: Befides, Accousts. of
Convocations, Royal and Epifcopal Vifitations,
Ecclefiaftical Conftitutions, Books from Time
to Time fet forth ; with various other Matters
worthy of Noteand Obfervation. In 3. Vol
i e dnaatieg
taining Original Papers, Recotds,. &, ' B
Joux § 'Ig(RY pE, M. A. And Sold ?
Joux WyarT, at the Rofe, in St. Paul’s
Charch-Yard. - *




