A sermon preached at St. Margaret's Church, Westminster, on Thursday,
April 4,1754. On occasion of the anniversary meeting of the trustees of the
Public Infirmary in James-street, Westminster / By John Butler.

Contributors

Butler, John, 1717-1802.

St. Margaret's Church (Westminster, London, England)
Publication/Creation

London : Printed for J. and R. Tonson & S. Draper, 1754.

Persistent URL

https://wellcomecollection.org/works/ew4gr7jt

License and attribution

This work has been identified as being free of known restrictions under
copyright law, including all related and neighbouring rights and is being made
available under the Creative Commons, Public Domain Mark.

You can copy, modify, distribute and perform the work, even for commercial
purposes, without asking permission.

Wellcome Collection

183 Euston Road

London NW1 2BE UK

T +44 (0)20 7611 8722

E library@wellcomecollection.org
https://wellcomecollection.org



http://creativecommons.org/publicdomain/mark/1.0/







Digitized by the Internet Archive
iIn 2018 with funding from
Wellcome Library

https://archive.org/details/b30355874






P

Ry O (1257

B =

AN 5 | -
SERMON 3
P R EACRBED AT
St. MARGARET'S Church, Weﬂminﬂer,

On Tuurspay, April 4. 1754,

On Occafion of the Anniverfary Meeting of the
TRUSTEES of the Public INFIRMARY
in James-ftreet, Weftminfter.






A

SERMO N

PREACHED AT
St. MarcarReET’s Church, Wefltminfter,
On THusspAY, April 4. 1754.

On Occafion of the Anniverfary Meeting of the
TRUSTEES of the Public INFIRMARY
in James-fireet, Weftminf{ter.

By JOHN BUTLER, L.L.D.

CuarrLain to her Royal Highnefs the Princefs Dowager
of WALES.

Publifhed at the Requeft of the Vice-PresipenT
and TRUSTEES.

e

EONDON:
Printed for J. and R. Tonson, and S.Dr aprE g,
in the Strand. MDCCLIV.

> 1-T






i 373

e3P VAN RS R el
ot AL = o e LA L _F':._',p )
. e - Ay g e A g M) _ .

A A o AT 560

MarTr. xi. 4, §.

Jefus anfwered and faid unto them, Go and fhew Yobs
again thofe things, which ye do bear and fee; The
blind receive their [fight, and the lame walk, the
lepers are cleanfed, and the deaf bear, the dead
are raifed up, and the poor bave the gofpel preached
unto them.

—SWH IS was the Anfwer of our Saviour
N/ to the Meflengers, who came from
¥ Joun the Baptift, to enquire whe-
5 ther He was the expected Messran.
SRS He chofe to give them the moft fa-
tisfatory Evidence, by appealing to notorious
Facts, to the Miracles, which even a Ruler of the
Jews confefled, « no man could do except God
““ were with him.” Accordingly, the Ufe, which
has been generally made of my Text, has been, to
fhew from the nature of Miracles, that they were
the proper Proofs of the divine Authority of him
who wrought them, and from the nature and cir-
B cumftances
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cumftances of his Miracles in particular, that He
was the divine Perfon He pretended to be, of
whom the Scriptures teftified, and whom the
JEwIsu nation at that time looked for.

But there 1s another Obfervation, arifing from
the words, which induces me to apply them to
the prefent Occafion. The Power of working Mi-
racles was only one of the Marks, by which the
Saviour of the world was to be known. The
Prophets had pointed out many Circumftances of
his Birth, Life and Paffion, and had - particularly
characterifed him by thofe extraordinary Acts, of
Beneficence, which occafioned it to be em phah-
cally faxd n:::f Him by an Apoftle of his, that He
went  avout aoing Good. QOur SAVIOUR, 1n the
very words of his Anfwer, alluded to a Pro-
.phecy of Isaran, where the Prophet was infpired
to imagine and defcribe the Happinefs of CHR1sT’S
Kingdom, as if himfelf had lived to fee it efta-
blifhed, and all the glorious Effects ‘take place,
which it has a tendency to produce.

Amonc the reft, he mentions the miraculous
recovery of men from Difeafes naturally incura-
ble, and {pecifies the Cures our Saviour wrought,
as Evidences of his Divine Goodnefs, no lefs than
his Power. Indeed his Goodnefs could not be

more
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more fignally evidenced, for He might have ex-
erted his power in many wonderful Aéts, at leaft
as {triking, as the Recovery of a blind, or a lame,
or adeaf man. But by this beneficent exercife
of it, the Inftruttion arifing from his Miracles
became more practical, than if they ‘had been
mere Acts of Power. For He propofed his Cha-
racter in the moft amiable part of it, to the Imi-
tation of thofe, who could not imitate his Works,
and thus enforced an Obfervation, which he fre-
quently made in the courfe of his Miniftry, that
mutual Love and Benevolence is the Spirit of his
Religion, and therefore the peculiar diftin&tion of
his Followers.

IT was indeed written in the Law, < Thou
¢ thalt love thy Neighbour as thyfelf ;” but, how-
ever Humanity might infpire fome men, before the

appearance of this great light of the moral world, _f
He was the Firft, who authoritatively decided the

great Queftion,  Who is my Neighbour?” The
Motives to Charity, fuggefted by Natural Reli-
gion, were too weak to counter-act the Paffions,
that interfere with the unbounded Exercife of it.

The Precepts of Charity to the Jews, could not

fully operate, amidft the national Prejudices,
which influenced the Religion and Policy of that
People.  Some farther Intimationof the Will of

B 2 God
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God was neceflary to the Perfeétion of that Vir-
tue, and the Gofpel, among all its other Evi-
dences, appeared to be a genuine Revelation, by
the infinite Love it difplays, and the unlimited
Benevolence it infpires.

Tue Offers which Curist brought, of Salva-
tion to All men, implied, that ALL were Objeéts
of Divine Mercy, and by a ftrong Confequence
recommended All men to the Charity and Com-
pallion of Chriftians, without any other limi-
tation, than what is prefcribed by their abilities.
It 1s a ftrong Confequence, for it would power-
fully affe¢t the Heart, that wifhed for the Re-
demption He brought, and being perfuaded that
He was truly the Redeemer, felt it as warmly, as
a grateful Mind ufually enjoys that, which it
efteems the higheft of all Bleflings.

In order to form a proper judgment, how Be-
nevolence refults from the Belief of Chriftianity,
and why 1t 1s called a Chriftian Spirit, let us fup-
pole ourfelves in the Situation of thofe, who
looked anxioufly for the Coming of the Mzssiamn,
were thoughtful upon the important Queftion,
with which a Scribe came to Him, ¢« What fhall
“ I.do to mbherit eternal Life?” and received all
the Satisfaction they wifhed in the Promifes of

the
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the Gofpel. Was it poffible, that fuch men
could, under thefe Hopes, ftudy to lay up Trea-
fures upon Earth, and in Contempt of the many
natural Evils, with which the lives of other men

are befet, labor only to aggrandize a Family, or
to accumulate or diffipate a Fortune ? The Reli- |
gious Joy of a Chriftian is as incompatible with

thefe narrow views, as Joy in general is with
Aufterity, or with Envy, or with any of the
corroding Paffions of the human heart.

¢« Lord, now letteft thou thy fervant depart in
¢« Peace,” was the Exultation of a pious man,
whofe Eyes faw the Salvation of God. Tranf-
ported with the Univerfality of that Light, which
was to lighten the GENTILES, and to be the Glory

of IsraeL, he immediately became indifferent to

the Purfuits of the World. It is eafy to imagine,
how a man, in this temper of mind, would have
received a fellow-creature in Pain and Diftrefs.
He would not have hefitated a moment to fuc-
cour and comfort, and, if poflible, to relieve
him. He felt himfelf relieved by the hand of
God ; he knew that the fame Grace appeared un-
to all men ; his heart enlarged ‘with gratitude and
admiration, muft have been open to compafl-

fionate Evils, from which lamfelf was exempted,
and

58
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and ' to communicate Joys which overflowed in
his -Brealft.

‘Now the 'fame temper of mind will arife in
cvery. confiderate Chriftian, who duly contem-
plates his Condition, and the Bleflings propofed

to him and all his fellow-creatures by his Reli-

gion. It is no: objetion, that we do not find
this happy cffeCt” te have been produced by the
Hofanna’s- of the Multitude, at our Saviour’s
Entry into JerusaLem. They exulted in the
coming of one, whom they conceived to be a
temporal Prince, 'who was to reftore the Jrwrsu
nation to its former Grandeur ; and fo their Shouts
of Joy were accompanied with' Triumph over
their conquerors, and mixed with fome degree of
bitternefs and contempt of the reft of mankind,
whom they 1magined to be lefs the Care of Di-
vine Providence, than themfelves. The Spirit
of Chriftianity muft become more warm and dif-
fufive, when the Defigns of that Religion were
better known; and the Example of its Author,
and the Force of his Precepts, could not incul-
cate Univerfal Love and Benevolence more ftrong-
ly, than the Reflexions of a Chriftian upon the
Nature and End of the Gofpel Difpenfation muft
€xcite it.

For
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For after furveying, as far as we can, the-

great Scheme of Providence, and difcovering that
it terminates in the Happinefs of mankind, what
is a more natural Conclufion than this, that we
contribute our part towards accomplifhing that
End, and are doing Ged fervice, by diffufing as
much Happinefs as we can, amongft our fellow-
creatures, and prevensing or relieving their mife-
ries? Or when the Chriftian reflects upon the na-
ture of that Salvation, which is promifed to him
in the Gofpel, that it is not like any thing which
the World propofes as Happinefs, for it is Per-
fect, and it is Eternal, what will be his conclu-
fion, if he reafons right, with refpet to his
worldly Pofieflions, but this, that fince they are
not the Happinefs his mind can reft in, their Va-
Jue is confiderably lefs than it {ecms, and not
‘great enough to be put in competition with the

Duty and the Pleafure of diftributing them in .

Acts of Mercy ?

The. Prieft and the Levite, who turncd their
eyes from a man in Diftrefs, and pafled by on the
other fide, probably felt the man’s cafe 1n a cer-
tain degree, but were afraid of -the Trouble and
Expence of relieving him. The good SAMARI-
taN had no fuch Fears to obftruct his Benevo-

lence. ‘He neither - confulted his .own Eafe, nor
- calculated

7
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calculated the Expence, but freely facrificed both
to a nobler purpofe, the Relief of the man, who
. was 1n Pamn and Deferted, and robbed of the
money, which might have procured him Shelter
and Advice. A Chriftian cannot well do more,
than this SAmariTAN did ; but the SAMARITAN
was a fingular Character among thofe of his na-
tion, and what he did from a Good-nature pecu-
liar to himfelf, every true Chriftian will do, from
the mere Spirit of Chriftianity, to men of any
Rank, of any Religion, and of any Country, if

they have but the fingle Recommendation of Real
Diftrefs.

Bur fuch a fpeculative dedution of Benevo-
lence, from the Spirit of our Religion, will not
have all the weight it may claim, if it be not
fupported by Facr. The Hiftories of the moft
civilized nations, before the Propagation of Chri-
{tianity, are very minute in recording their Cuf-
toms. We read, amongft others, of many ufelefs Ce-
remonies and Honors paid to the Dead, among the
Ecyprians, GREcians and Romans, but we read
very little of their Provifion forthe Sick. The Sci-
ence of Phyfic is indeed of great Antiquity ; but the
Benefits of it have in all Ages, and in moft Nations,
contrary to natural Benevolence and true Policy,
been too much confined to thofe, whofe Situation

I yields
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vields them more than the bare Neceflaries of Life.
In Ecyrr, the Phyficians were more immediately
the Servants of the Public, and o far every Pati-
ent was intitled to medicinal Relief. But notwith-
{tanding this general Provifion for the Sicknefs of
the Poor, their Poverty was embittered and in-
creafed by their Sicknefs, and :their Poverty be-
came the more incurable cafe of the two, as the
cure of the Difeafe was more remote and tedious:
Places of Reception for thofe unhappy perfons,
where Comforts and Conveniencies might relieve
the mind, grievoufly deprefled by the difeafe it-
felf, were not fuggefted by any Humanity,
which natural Religion might infpire, nor ‘pre-
{cribed among all the wife Inftitutions, efta-
blifhed - by Divine Authority amongft ' the
Jews, They were referved for the Honor of a
Religion, "which itfelf, independently of the aid
of Precepts and Examples, would move men to
confult and fympathize in, the Wants of their
tellow-creatures, and to invent and effect the moft
probable, ipeedy and comfortable Relief.

ACCORDINGLY, in the earlieft times of the
Clriftian Church, when the Teachers of Chriftianity
undertook the Care of the Poor, and he that was
moft charitable beft difplayed the Benefits of his
Religion, for he manifefted his own fenfe of them,

C by
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by giving up his Poffeflions to his Profpects in
another State, the Gofpel became glad Tidings to
the Poor, 1n every Senfe. In time, as the frequent
obfervation of diftrefles improved the Experience of
Chrifbans, it fuggefted new Methods of Charity,
and, among others, that excellent one of public
Hofpitals for the reception of thofe, whom the
two greateft natural Evils of life, Sicknefs and Po-
verty, expofe to the Mercy, or the Neglett of the
world. - So that it may be truly faid, that thefe
noble Inftitutions, the higheft Effort of the unit-
ed Charity of Individuals, are particularly a
CHR1STIAN INVENTION.

As fuch, they fhared too in thesCorruptions
of Chriftianity. Idlenefs and Superftition ufurp-
ed the Rights of Sicknefs and Poverty ; falfe Cha-
rity was applied to the fupport of falfe Humility
and 1n thofe who profefled the Chriftian Religion
thus difguifed, ‘the Spirit of it was propertionably
defaced ; the natural Returns of Love for the
infinite Goodnefs of God were, in great meafure,
perverted to mere Raptures, infignificant Devo-
tion, and the fupport of ufelefs Foundations, which

-had the effeét of impoverithing the Givers, with-

out conveying any real Benefit to the Receivers,

ot to.the Public,

No
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- No fooner were the Cogruptions of Chriftiani-
ty removed, than the Corruptions of Charity gave
way. Charity was reftored, in its primitive Pu-
rity, along with the Reformation of the Religion,
in which it was originally founded. For as the
Spirit of it had not been extinguifhed, but grofly
mifapplied, that Spirit naturally returned to its
proper Channel, when the Superftition, which had
diverted it, was exploded. The few truly chari-
table Provifions we fee in Popifh Countries thew
mdeed the Power of the gofpel, amidft the Cor-
ruptions of 1t, but they exhibit at the fame time
the Effect of thofe Corruptions, if we confider
how large a proportion of the Spirit of Charity

1s intercepted by the Demands of ufelefs aflumed -

Poverty, Amongft us, natiomal Induftry and
Wealth, which were the Confequence of depriving
the Idle and Inaétive of their Subfiftence, foon
fupplied the more rational Charity of Proteftants,
with more abundant means of providing Places of
Refuge for thofe who are unavoidably Poor and In-
firm ; Eftects of Wealth, which the meafures of
mere Human Policy would have been too feeble to
produce, which it certainly wasnot fagaciousenough
to forefee, elfe thefe Infhitutions muit have been of
a much earlier date. The Chriftian Spirit only pro-
jected the Defign, and it was the only Spurit that
could effectually execute 1t; for foon after that

AL Spirit
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Spirit was perverted, the Charity which flowed from
it was mifapplied, and when true Chniftianity
was reftored, true Chanty revived. And the Ob-
fervation will not be extended too far, if I ven-
ture to afirm, that the great Increafe and Im-
provement of thefe Charities in the prefent Age,
are confiderably owing to the Security, which the
Proteftant, that is, the Original Chriftian Reli-

gion, enjoys under our prefent happy Eftablifh-
ment. |

Ir is true, there may be fome, who may con-
tribute to Defigns of this kind, without a Chri-
{ian Motive. But that their Foundation, and
their principal Support, are derived from the Spi-
rit of Benevolence excited by the Gofpel, is a
Fact, which proper Inquiries would difcover to
be true, were it not evident from the Nature and
Progrefs of thefe Charities, that the Defign is too
great for mere worldly motives to fupport.

In {focial Schemes that are formed: upon wordly
motives, men are apt to differ about the End as well
as the Means, each man being himfelf the End of
his Purfuits ; and thus the Band of Union is en-
feebled, and gradually diffolved. Whereas in
this Labor of Love all agree about the End,
though they fhould be divided about the Means ;

and
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and we have an Inftance of this in the Charity
before us, 'when a Divifion, which would have
totally fubverted a Defign, lefs fupported by Reli-
gion, ended only in the Ereftion of another
Charity, to co-operate with this for the fame good
purpofes, and to improve this Argument of the

Power of the Gofpel upon the minds of its true
Profefiors.

So that were it to be afked, how it ap-
pears, that the Chriftian is indeed the Religion
of this Country, we may refer the Inquirer to
thefe Fruits of our Religion, where thofe whe
fuffer from the Infirmities and Accidents of hu-
man Life, of what Nation or Religion foever,
are received in the moft affeGtionate manner, and
comforted by every Accommodation neceflary to
alleviate their Mifery, and to infpire them with
Gratitude to Him, for whofe fake they are re-
lieved.

Turs beng the cafe then, that Chriftianity is
the only Religion, which could give this Force
and Direction to Charity, and Inftitutions of this
kind being more than’any other the genuine
Fruits of that Religion, the defign of our prefent
meeting comes recommended as it ought to a Con-
gregation of Chriftians.

Ir
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It is a good and joyful thing to fee Brethren
dwelling together in Unity ; it is more {o to per-
ceive, that the End of that Union is Chriftian
Benevolence, exerted in Inftances like thofe, to
which our Lord appealed, as Evidences of his
being the expected Benefactor to Mankind, Other
good defigns may pesszion for Support, and de-
pend merely upon their Utility to the Public for
the Encouragement of public-fpirited men ; but
the charitable Undertakings of this Society cLamm
the Afliftance of Chriftians. They need only
propofe to your confideration the Objefts, and
there 1s no doubt but thofe, who have a Senfe
of the Benefits of the Gofpel, will upon an oc-
cafion like this be filled with the Spirit of the
Gofpel.

Perfons who abound in Enjoyments, which
attach men to this world, and divert their thoughts
from the next, have but few opportunities of
knowing the Circumftances of the Poor in Sick-
nefs. Providence indeed hath not exempted them
from the natural Infirmities of Life, and their
own Situation frequently adds to thofé, the Pains
of an 1magmary Difeafe. But what is Sicknefs
in high Life, alleviated by every Convenience, at-
tended with all the Care of the moft experienced
of their Profeflion, whofe Credit is concerned in

| : | the
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the Recovefy of the Patient, and cherithed by the

Comforts and kind Sollicitude of thofe whom
Affection or Intereft engage to reftore him ; what
is this, in comparifon with an affliction of the
fame kind in a Family, where the whole Family
is diftrefled by the Infirmity of one of its mem-
bers, where every poflible Inconvenience concurs
to heighten the AffliCtion ? Very few that live in
Affluence can have a perfect Idea of this Mifery
They may know in general, that Sicknefs and
Poverty are very great Evils, and have a juft
Claim to the Attentioh,of Chriftians. But they
cannot feel all the Force of this 'Claim, without

admitting into their minds an Image of the

helplefs Situation of thofe, who languifh under a

Difeafe without Friends, or Attendance, or Me-
dicine, or Food, or even that common Right of

All men, a Pure Aur,

Tuese Wants, preffing as they are, are con-
cealed from the knowlege of their Superiors by
fuch of the Poor, as beft deferve to have them

relieved ; and when their Mifery extorts a Com- -
plaint, it 1s flifled by the Number of clamorous

Impoftures, which embarrafs and difcourage a
charitable Difpofition. Both thefe Obflruétions
to Charity are obviated by Public Infirmaries..

They exhibit to us all the Miferies of the Poor
1
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in Sicknefs, by the ftriking Contraft of every
Provifion they can wiih for, to fupport them un-
der their calamity. = Before thefe Eftablithments,
bare Shelter would have been efteemed a Bleffing
by fome of them ; but the Conveniences they are
here furnifthed with, are fuch, as before they
could hardly expect to obtain, without a Miracle.
And when the ingenious Invention of a truly
Chriftian Philofopher, for conveying away the
putrid Air, and admitting frefh into their Apart-
ments, {hall have made its way, through the Pre-
judices and Inattention of. Mankind, into all the
public Hofpitals, the Defign of the Contributors
will be completely anfwered ; and the Poor, that
are admitted, will have no reafon to murmur at
the unequal Diftribution of things; for Health is
a greater Enjoyment to them, than it is to their
Superiors, and Sicknefs will not be a greater Af-
fliction,

But alas! the Benefits of this Charity, exten-
five as they are, are far from being equal to the
Demands of the Poor, and I need not paint the
Diftrefs of a deplorable Cafe, excluded for want
of room, from the Refuge to which others are
admitted, and from which many of them return
glorifying God. Thofe who attend the Affairs
of this Society, have frequently the melancholy

Expe-
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Experience of fuch a Cafe; and, upon infpeét-
- Ing the printed Accounts we fhall find, that the
annual Subfcriptions to this, the firft Inftitution
of its kind in ENGLAND, are confiderably lefs than
the Difburfements; that in the laft year only
Eleven hundred and fixty-two have been cured,
and, fince the firft foundation, near Thirty-eight
thoufand have been admitted. What ftronger
Argument can be urged for the Propriety and Ex-
pediency of this Anniverfary Solemnity, to invite
more Subfcribers, and to receive the occafional
Eftufions of a Chriftian Spirit, which will be fe-
cure from any Mifapplication ; for the Perfons,
who are relieved by this Charity, muft be really
difeafed, and if they are, it is not a Chriftian In-
quiry, whether their Difeafe, or their Poverty, be
wilfully incurred or not?

AmoNnG Competitors for Relief, the moft honef*
and induftrious are doubtlefs to be preferred. But
where there is no immediate Competition, it may
tend to the Reformation of a Sinner, to fhew
him how beneficent Religion is; and if ever there
1s a time, when we fhould abftain from too fe-
vere a Judgment of other men, it is when they
are afflicted under the mighty Hand of God.
Then an A¢t of Kindnefs, proceeding from a re-

D

ligious
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ligious motive, will have the beft chance to have
a religious Influence upon them.

Bur Profligacy and Irreligion are not more
the difhinguithing Marks of the Poor, than of
many of their Superiors ; and if we confider, how
much they fuffer in their religious Character, from
the Example of the latter, it would be cruel to
withhold from them Relief in fo extreme a Di-
{trefs as Sicknefs, under Pretence of Exceptions
to their Conduct or Charaer.

Tue good Chriftian will content himfelf with
having no Exception to the Cafe; and as his
Charity will incline him to judge favourably of
the man, {o it will incite him to be merciful to his
Condition, remembring the ftrong Declaration of
Him, who knew the Hearts of all men, that
“ malmuch as we have done good unto one of
the LEasT of his Brethren, we have done it Un-
to Him,” I



An ACCOUNT of the Proceedings of the
TrusTeEs of the Pusrick INFIRMARY in
James-ftreet, Weftminfter, near St. James's-
Park, from their Inftitution in the Year 1719.
to the 31t of December 1753. inclufive.

RHOUGH the Rife, Progrefs, and Succefs of this Cha-
rity is now {o well known, at leaft to- the Inhabitants
of London and W efminfter, that any Introdu&ion to
the Account thereof annually publithed, may feem un-

neceffary ; yet as this may fall into the Hands of feveral Chari-
table and Well-difpofed Perfons, who have either not heard of
it, or have not been acquainted with the Methods, by which it
was firft promoted, and has, for many Years, been fuccefsfully
carried on, it is thought proper to inform them,

THAT in the Year 1719 feveral well-difpofed Gentlemen,
defirous to lay the Foundation of a moft Beneficent and Exten-
five Charity, viz. That of providing for fuch fick and needy
Perfons, as were deftitute of proper Affiftance, and oftentimes
of common Neceflaries, agreed, That nothing would more ef-
feftually anfwer the End propofed, than fixing and fupporting by
voluntary Contributions a PUBLICK INFIRMARY in §:.
Margaret’s Parifh, for the Reception and Relief of the induftri-
ous Sick and Needy from all Parts, there being then nothing of
that fort within the populous City and Liberties of Z7e@minfier.
As ALL PERsoNs WHo HAVE GIVEN A BENEFacTION OF
THIRTY PoUNDS OR UPWARDS, OR WHO HAVE BEEN Sun-
SCRIBERS TWELVE CALENDAR MoNTHS, AND PAID THEIR
SECoND YEAR’s SUBSCRIPTION, ARE TRUSTEES OF THis
CHARITY, WITH EQUAL PowERs AND PRIvILEGEs; fo

the more they pleafe to engage themfelves in attending and con-
duéting
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ducting the Affairs of it, they will be the greater BenefaGtors,
and be the better able to fatisfy themfelves and others, that the
Money given is juftly and frugally applied. And all Perfons
immediately from becoming Subfcribers have a Right of recom-
mending Patients, and attending the weekly Boards, but not of
voting at gemeral Boards till their Second Year’s Subfeription is
aid.
{ By a late Order, a particular Privilege (not allowed in other
Hofpitals) is given to all Perfons who fhall by Will bequeath a
Legacy of Fifty Pounds or more to this Society ; wiz. the Li-
berty of nominating another Perfin, who immediately after Pay-
ment of the faid Legacy, thall be deemed 2 i uftee, and enjoy
all the fame Privileges as the other Truftees. :

A Number of Truftees meet every /Wednefday at Ten in the
Morning ;5 and at thefe weekly Boards the Incomes and Difbuife-
ments are ftated and'adjufted, the Accounts regularly kept, and
Patients are difcharged and admitted ; when there is not room
for all the Patients recommended to be received into the Houfe,
the Preference is given to thofe whofe Cafes require the moft im-
mediate Relief ; the others are poftponed till there is room, and,
in the mean time, have Advice and Medicines given them as
Out-patients.

THERE are alfo Four QuarRTERLY GEvERAL Boarps
held in a Year, and SprciaL General Boards occafionally, to
which all Truftees refiding in or near the Town are fummoned,
when Matters. of greater Moment than thofe tranfacted at
Weekly Boards are taken into Confideration ; 'and by a Majo-
rity of the Members prefent all: Orders have from time to time
been made, altered, or reverfed, as Occafion required.

SAMUEL BALDIVIN, of Maiden-lane, Covent-Garden,
Gent. is the Treafurer.

DOCTOR Wilbrabam, Do&or Hilliam Coxe, and Do&or
Watfon, are the Phyficians ; and My, Fobn Pyle, Mr. William
Baker, and Mr. Robert Heathfield, are "the Surgeons : Thefe
Gentlemen attend gratis; and every Saturday at Ten of the
Clock, have a general Confultation, and give Advice to fuch
poor Perfons as think fit to apply.

THE feveral Apothecaries, . who are Truftees, take care in
their Turns to procure the beft Medicines at the beft Hand
which are not received, nor paid for, till they are infpected and

approved
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approved by a Committee of the Phyficians, Surgeons, and Apo-
thecaries of the Society, who meet every firft Monday in the
Month at the Infirmary for that Purpofe : And great Care is
“taken that the Medicines are properly difpenfed, and duly ad-
miniftered, according to the Prefcriptions and Dircétions of the
Phyficians.

For the Good of the Souls, as well as the Bodies, of thefe
poor Patients, feveral worthy Clergymen conftantly and carefully
vifit and inftru& them; and, at their Difcharge, religious Traéts
are given them., Other worthy Gentlemen take the "I rouble of
infpecting daily the Provifions and good Order of the Houfe.

Stnce the Inftitution of this Society, the Charity has been
inlarged in the feveral Particulars following; viz.

Cloathing the Pa&r_(&:ur. their greater Cleanlinefs) whilft they
continue in the Houfe : :
Burying fuch Patients as die in the Infirmary, whofe Friends
are not capable of burying them ; by which means the In-
- convenience of poor Patients procuring-Security for their
Burial is removed: And, '

Entertaining Patients deemed Incurable.

The laft of which has been encouraged, and is ftill fupported,
by particular Benefadions for that Purpofe; and for whofe Ufe
a feparate Ward is provided. - :

THey at prefent receive fuch Fncurable Patients only, as have
been in the Infirmary for a competent Time, and, afz;r the Ufe
of all proper Medicines and Methods, are judged at laft to be
Incurable; and maintain them out of the Intereft-money arifing
from the faid Benefactions.

By thefe Inlargements of this Charity (which was the fir/? of
this Nature in Englad) it is now become the moft open, bene-
ficial, and extenfive, of any of its Kind.

As the Nature and End of this Undertaking fufficiently ap-
pear by the foregoing Particulars, fo does the Succefs of it by the
following Account; in which the Number of Perfons cured, the
Sums of Money received, expended, and remaining at this time
in Bank, are all carefully and juitly fpecified.

Axp having been purfued fo far with fuch extraordinary Succefs,
encouraged by the Care and Liberality of fo many Subfcribers
and Benefadors, and above all, fo vifibly fupported by the Blef-

{ine
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fing of Gop, we doubt not, but it will long continue to. pro-
mote his Glory, and the Benefit of the Bodies and Souls of
Numbers of poor People.

- WE have therefore good Reafon to hope, that the Religious,
Virtuous and Benevolent, whofe Fortunes enable them to do
Good, will with Chearfulnefs encourage a Work fo Humane and
Utfeful to the moft Miferable of their Fellow-Creatures ; and {in
order to anfwer the current Expence, that the Truftees will fend
their Benefaétions and Subfcriptions to the Treafurer at the
Weekly Board, and continue to pay their Subfcriptions in Ad-
Tance. )

N. B. A Subferiber that neglefts to pay his Subfeription for
T'wo Years forfeits all Privileges as a T'ruftee till his Arrears
are paid up.

For the Information of fuch Charitablc Perfons, who may be
difpofed to contribute hereto. by their laft Will and Teftament,
we are defired to publifh the foﬁowing Form :

{tem. T Give and Bequeath unto A. B. and C. D. the Sum of

on Truft, and to the Intent, that they, or one
of them, do pay the fame to the Treafurer or Treafurersy fir the
TLime being, of a Sactety, who now call themfelves, The Truftees of
zhe Publick Infirmary in James-Street, Weftminfter ; which faid
Sum of I will and defire may be paid out of iy perfanal Eftate,
and applied tewards carrying on the Charitable Defigns of the jaid
Soctety.

Seﬁeral Beds are always referved for Accidents, and fuch Ob-
jets are taken in at all Hours of the Day or Night, without
any Recommendation ; but other Patients muft bring a Letter
to the weekly Board, figned by fome Truftee, in the following

Form ; viz.

Gentlemen, Day of - 158
Defire you will admit of the Parifh of i
the County of (whom I belicve to be a real Objest of

Charity) to be an Patient of the Infirmary; and you will

eblige i
Your humble Servant,

To the Truftees of the Publick
Infirmary in Fames-Streety

TVsfpminfler. All



[ 25 4

-All Letters of Recommendation are to be delivered before Ten
of the Clock on Wednefday Morning, otherwife the Patient can-
pot be admitted. "3

Each Subferiber or Benefator can have only Two Out-Pati-
ents, or one In-Patient, and One Out-Patient, at the fame time.

As Afthmatick and Confumptive Cafes are generally more ca-
pable of Relief, if the Perfons afflicted are Out-Patients, rather
than In-Patients, the Truftees are defired not to recommend
fuch Perfons to be fx#-Patients, nor any whofe Cafes feem to be
paft Hopes of Relief; for the admitting fuch as are ina dying
Condition puts the Charity to a confiderable Expence for their
Burial, and at the fame time prevents others being admitted who
might probably be relieved.

An Account of Patients, which have been Ad-
mitted into this Infirmary, from the Inftitu-
tion, to the 31ft of December 1753. inclufive.

By former Accounts from 171g. to the 31ft of De-
cember 1752. inclufive } 35577
Cured this Year - - 2162 1 o

Difcharged for Irregularity - - IO
Improper Objeéts, or Perfons not likely to receive
any Benefit
Out-Patients difcharged for not attending, fup-) _
pofed cured } 124
Dead . - - 63
Out-Patients then on the Books - 202
Patients in the Houfe the 31t of December
1753. (Exclufive of thofe in the Fnur}g_';? 6
Beds referved for Accidents) - g 2
And on the Fund for Incurables - 13 7298
Total, from the 1ft of Fanuary to the 31t nf} gase i e Gl
December 1753 - - : 2

Inall. 37839

Note, Two bundred and Eighty-three of thofe admitted within' that
Time were fudden Accidents, fent in without any Recommendation,

4 GENE-
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4 GENERAL ABSTRACT of the AC-
COUNT, from the 1ff Day of January to the

318 Day of December 1753, both inclufive,

For the CUR ABLES.

RECEIPTS, wiz, AR LR BT SR
Balance of the laft Year’s Account 2150 o 0%
Subfcriptions received fince the laft Ac-

count = = 1220 14 E
For the Support of the Incurables : 231 14 ©
Five Years Rent of the Cellars, due March
zsth, 1753 - - T
B —— - ]4_??‘ 8 I
BENEFACTIONS, wiz.
Colle&ed at S¢. Margaret’s Church, on the
- Rehearfal, and Feaﬁ days - vl TR R
Mrs. #oodcock 20 © O
The Right Hon. the COuntcfs of ;frm:r 20705 B
A Perﬁ:rn unknown - - - 400 O O
And from f{everal others - - = 2 160
sy smemozs M L L
INTEREST, wiz.
One Year's Intereft of 800/, Eaft-India An-
nuities, at 3,, per cent. due 10th Ocfober
laft 28 o o
One Year's Intereft of 400! ditto, at 3! per i
cent. due 1oth Ofober lait 12 0 ©
Half a Year's Interelt of five Eqr?-fnd:g
Bonds, due the zoth of September lalt 7500 | O
One Year's Intereft of fix 4itta, due the 3oth
of September laft - - 18 o O
Premium and Intereft of fix E:y? -India Bonds
fold - : 121y "8
——— 108 1 8
4458 2z o}
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: Brought over 8 2z qgf

One Year’s Intereft of Capt %ra:fars long ' 445 -E-h-"-
Annuity Order afligned “to Truftees by
“his furviving Execator, purfuant to a
Decree of the Court of ghancer}r, due

10th Odober laft : U T

One Year's Interelt of his ]{mg Annuity Crr- 7 :
der, No.432. 0n 3700/, per Week Ex-

cife, due the 10th Odeber laft - 190.-Q. 0
One Year's Intereft on 500 /. South-Sea An- :
nuities, due sth Fuly I;J.ﬂ: - S i B
- 45 © ©
LEG-ACIES.
Mr. Fofeph Grook §0 0 ©
The Right Reverend Mm tin Lnrd Blﬂ'mp
of Gloucefter : 10, 9 "0
Mrs. ﬂ":arJl Hu;fq&‘ B = s ¥izadD .. 0
Dr. Henry Brooke - = P2t el A
Wirs. Meriel Putland - = 6t P 0 ;
; 28 o o

Total Receipts 4788 ‘2763

PAYMENTS, wz.
‘I'. i ﬂ,. .Iv?. i ﬂri

Houfckeeping in general - - 1015 15210
Medicines difpenfed - 5 TR, 98
Salariez dnd Wages -~ - - -C 19214 23
Tradefmens Bills - SR IR S T P |
— Y8407 “5%
EXTRAORDINARIES.

Premium and Intereft on five Eafi-India

Bonds - - et e s 8 o
Premium of 1000/, South-Sea Annuities of

the Year 1751 - - S T
Burying the Dead - - = ah "o g

: —~————— 108 g 2

Total Payments 1948 16 7%
E.
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e
Total Payments 1948 16 7%
Balance the zift Da}r of Dm*mﬁrr 1753, .as by the laft
Audit - - 2839 6 27
4738 2 of
The faid Balance confifts of the following Particu-
lars, @iz,
Eafl-India Annuities, at 3% percent, - 800 0 o
Ditto, at 31, per cent. - - 400 © ©
Eaft-India Bonds - = - 500 0 O
South-Sea Annvities of the Year 17351 1500 0 O
_ —— 3200 O O
Due to the Treafurer, being what has been advanced,
on this Account, more thap received - 360 15 of
2839 6 2z
For:the &N CUR ABLES.
RECEIPTS, wiz.
et o U T SRS (P L
Balance of the laft Year's Account 584z 17 €%
BENEFACTIONS, wiz.
Mrs. Mary Read - . - FE iy
Perfon-unknown - - = ~ #9590 ©
Mrs. Hanrab Lowther * e o e o3 0
Y ERY A
I'NT E-R.E 5T ;
One Year’s Intereft of the four Exchequer
Orders of the Year 1736, in the name of
Gea. Luce, due gth _}"amm laft - 12 O O
Half a ‘fu.ars Intereft of rfzm, New Bank
Annuitics, due sth Fuly lait - B3 O o
One Year and Half’s Intereft of z50-/
New South-Sea Annuities, due 5th j’u{p
laft 131 5 o
Half a Year's Iutcrcﬁ of zﬂao! Smr& Sea
Anuuities, due 1oth Ofeber 1752 - 49 o O
One Year’s Intereft of 3000/, ditte, due
roth Odfober laft - - 185 .0 D
—— 108 & o

6203 g9 6%
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LEGACIES. T A ST ALY
Brought over 6203 9 6%
Mr. ofeph Crook - - - ‘3ed. o’ O
From Mrs. Mary Evans - 50 © ©
The Right Rwerend Martin Lnrd Bll'hup
of Gloueeffer - -0 . 0 0
160 o o
Total Receipts 6363 ¢ 6%
PAYMENTS, wix,
Eotnod vk 5
For their Maintenance, Cloathing, and Me-
dicines, this Year - - 231 14 O
EXTRAORDINARY.
Premium on 200 /' South-Sea Annuities
bought 2 - - 17 00
———~ 248 14 cO
Balance the 31t Dav of Dmem.:ﬁw 1753, as by the laft
Audit 2 s 6114 15 6%
6365 ¢ 6%
The faid Balance confifts of the following Particu-
lars, @iz/
South-Sea Annuities - - 3000 0 O
New South-Sea Annuities - - 2000 0 O
Bank Annuities, at 3/ percent, - - 4000 0
— 500 0 o
Cafh in the Treafurer's Hands - - = 2nEay 6%
ﬁII"i" ICs E"f}.'

Receipts.
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Receipts from the Inftitation of this In- -
. firmary, 4nne 1719, (for the Curables)
*“to the 51ft of December 1752 Inclufive 41023 4 45
Receipts for the Year 5753 . = _ 2637,13 9

o 3 : 43660 17 43
Receipts from the Eftablithment of the ¢ ) s
Incurables, duwuo I’_F%q., to the 31l

December 1752 inclufive - 8217 15 10
Receipts for the Year 1753 - 520 12 ©
8728 7 10
Total Receipts for both Charities to the 31t of Decem-
ber 1753 nclufive n - -

52399 5 23

Payments from the Inftitution of this _ . )

Infirmary, dnno 1719, (for the Cu-

rables) to the gt of December p epen

1752 inclufive S ey 2 18872 14 6%
Payments for the Year 1753 = - - 1048 16 7%

s e 4O821 11 2F

Payments from the Eftablihment of

the Incurables, Auno 1734 to the

31t of December 1752 inclufive 2374 1
Payments for the Year 1753 - - 248 1

afizs-12 ol

Total Payments of both Charities to the 31ft of De-

cember 1753, inclufive - - - 4344537 83
Balance then of the whole 8954 1 8%
. 52399 5 23

Nute, That the Sum of 6114 /. 155 6% 4, Part.of the faid Balance
of 8954/ 1+ 8}d. is the UnavLievasLE Funp for the Incurables,
to be maintained out of the Interelt-money arifing from -that and all
future Benefaltions or Legacies for that Purpofe;. and only the re-
majning Sum of 2839/ 64, 24 4. can be expended for the Ule of

the reit of the Patients.
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