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Advertifement.

AN APPENDIX z this

PAMPHLET will [peedily be
pﬁél ifhed, being a Continuation of
the Account of the EART H-
QUAKES that have bappened

Jfrom the foregoing Aecount to this
Time.
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HE great efteem that I bad for the Reverend Autbor

of the enfuing Book, my obligations to bim, and un-
common acquaintance with him, bas ever endeared bis name,
and every difcourfe that bears it.  His charge at my Ordi-
nation was delivered with fo peculiar an Affeition, that
made imprelfions on me, which continued to the end of his
life. Though I came not to London till above ten years
after the Shock of the Eartbquake, yet I bave often beard
Mr. Shower talk of it with frefh concern, as if be thought
thofe terrible things in righteoufnefs would come again,
and do their errand upon a finful nation.

*Tis fome time fince I perufed this excellent work, Wbich
I then admived for the compafs of reading, or acquaintance
be muft bave bad, to make fo large a colleftion upon the
Subjelt s but efpecially, his warm and [erious improvement
of the folemn occafion, would find room in the foul of every
reader. Things that bappened a long while fince, are as
little beeded as thofe to come 5 but the late thock that we
bad in this city, and the towns near the river, and which
was alfo felt in fome parts of France, is enough to rouze

the meniory and confcience of every one that trembles at the
band of God.

Jthere-



To the READER.

I therefore confented to a frefb publication of this ufeful
work upen the late alarm of providence ; and wifb the [ame

bleffing with it, that many people bave told me attended the
Firft Edition. '

I jball only add one remark, that in the title-page of the
Sirft edition, by the miftake of the Printer, there is an ad-
dition of D. D. te Myr. Shower’s name. This may lead
the reader to think of [ome other perfon, who received thefe
bonours from one of our own Univerfities : For at that
time we had none of thofe titles imported from Scotland,
which arenow [o cheap and common, and are never beftowed
upon any of their own nation till they come into England.
" 1 thought it needful to mention this, that it might be known,
that I recommend to the world a work of the Reverend

Mr. John Shower, who was for many years a Paftor 1o a
Church in Old Jewry.

Warwick-Court,
Feb. 23, 1749.

Tho. Bradbury.
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HE late Earthquakes abroad in America, and
Sicily, with that we had here laft September,
made {o nmch difcourfe amongft all forts of penplr:, that
I endeavoured the ferious 1mpmvemf:nt of “em, .in a
fermon on. that occalion ; which at.the defire of many,
is now  enlarged, with many hiftorical paffages.of other

Earthquakes and moral reflections, relating to our
own country.

As to the authors I have cited, I have confulted the
originals as to the moftof ’emy and ‘am well fatisfied
of the truth of thofe few uthers, which I had not the
leifure, or opportunity to look into. In fome chrono-
logical differences between hiftorians, I have mentioned
that year, which I thought the moft probable: but if
the matter of fact be t]"l.ll?’ related, though I fhould

“ A2 miftake
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miftake the year, the reader is not much concerned.
Philofophically to difcufs the nature of Earthquakes,
many others (whom I need not name, have attempted :
fuch 3 narration concerning the late extraordinary one
in Sicily, 1 am informed we may expect fhortly from
the Jearned Malpighius.

‘We cannot wonder if the concernednefs of the Hea-
then world, upon any fuch violent motions of the
earth did degenerate into fuperftition. Owning a mul-
tiplicity of Gods, they knew not to which of ’em to
afcribe fuch events ; and therefore we read of the an-
cient Romans, that upon thofe occalions, they never
addrefled their prayers and vows to any one particular
deity, as in other cafesgthey were wont to do, left (faith
* Varro) they fhould miftake ; becaufe they knew not
by whofe influence the earth was thaken. To that mo-
defty or ignorance of the Romans, we may oppofe the
vanity of the Greeks, who boafted they could foretel
Earthquakes, as is pretended to have been done by
* Pythagoras. But when Earthquakes happened, they
were all wont to quit their * civil.and common affairs,
and betake themfelves to their devotions, and by
prayers, and facrifices, endeavour to appeafe the anger
of the Gods.

Concerning the late Earthquakes in Sicily, it hath
been obferved, that # Meffina received lefs damage
than fome other cities.  The people in that country be-

? Quoniam & qui vi, & per quem Deorum, Dearimve Terra tremuit, incertum
effet.  Aul. Gell. Noét. Att. 1. 2. c. 28 :

* Diog. Lacrt. in Vit, Pherec. See more inftamces : La Mothe le Vayor, Lett.
LXXV. des Tremb. de Terra, ot

3 Anno 3861 Crebris Terre motibus undique nunciatis, tam multz f{unt in-
difte feriz Rome, ad placandos Celeftes, ut nec fenatus haberi, nec adminiftrari
Refpublica poffet, Confulibus Sacrificando, Expiandog; occupatis, Lefcoloper in
Ciceron. p. 22z0. Imperante gordiano tertio, fuit terrz motus coufque gravis, ut
civitates etiam terrz hiatu cum populis deperirent : ob qua facrificia per totam
urbem totumq ; orbem terrarum imgentia celebrata funt, Hift. Auguft. Scriptores.
+ Jul. Capitol. Gordianus tertjus,Tom. 2. 87,

4 Prefent State of Europe, March 1693. p. 86.

ing
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ing very fuperftitious, the monks made advantage of
their implicity, and {pread abrcad areport at the time
of the Earthquake, that the B. Virgin had revealed to
a young girl of nine years old, (her particular favourite)
that by means of her interceflion, fthe had obtained,
that the city of Meffina, which is under her protetion,
thould not be fwallowed up : This for a little while
fomewhat revived their fpirits. But the interceffion of
S. Agatha could not procure the fame favour for the
city of Catanea, whereof fhe is patronefs. For when
the Earthquake began, the people flew to the cathe-
dral, where one of the canons carried about the relicks
of the faint: But neither the relicks, nor the prayers of
the faint, could ftop the thunderbolt which fell upon
that city ; but it was overturned as in a moment, and
‘not one houfe left ftanding. And befides wounded and
maimed that were digged out of the ruins, eighteen
thoufand are ﬁlppﬂfﬁ§ to have perifhed there. The
kingdom of Naples bath had a fhare in that Earth-
quake, aswell as the ifland of Malta.

Our great difficulty in refleCting on fuch providences,
will be to avoid the two extreams, of atheiim on the
one hand, and fuperftition on the other ; not to make too
little, or too much of fuch events; not to overlook
the divine agency, and warning thereby, asif they had
no-meaning ; nor on the other hand, to be bold and
pofitive, and particular in determing what they fignify,
and what we may expelt to follow. 1 have given di-
vers inftances of other publick calamities which have
been preceded by Earthquakes. If national repentance,
and reformation do not prevent it, we have reafon to
expect fuch, from moral Prognoftications, had we no
fuch call, as by the late Earthquakes, to confider our
ways.

Few, we may fear, do pratically acknowledge
God’s government, and own his agency in thefe things.
The
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‘The moft are confident, and carelefs, as if they carried
nothing in them cither of prefage, or admonition ; or
at leaft nothing but good news. We have been told in
$ print, that if any thing can be collected from the
fate Farthquake here, Sépttmber the 8th, it is this,
that as we had. a léng and calm ferenity of weather after
it, fo a lafting peace and tranquillity was fettled in the
world by the conduét and victorious arms of King
William.  How little groynd we have to expelt this
without reformation, I leave to the confideration of all
who ferjoully believe God’s government of the world,
and know what he hath done to other nations, and

'_{_ieﬂylﬁ._

I may promife myfelf the concurrence of all good
men in our improvement of the late Earthquakes, which
I endeavour to perfuade to, viz. thankfully to own
our.publick nattenal mercies, while other countries are
made defolate. That trembling of the earth in Eng-
Yand, ’tis true, was not a prédigy in one fenfe, becauie
we were not deftroyed by it: but then it had not been
a warning, but an cxecution, as to us, not the fignal, but
the judgment. Upon the account of a deliverance
from a threatcning Earthquake, 4n. Chriff. 365, we
find the city of ¢ Alexandria obferved an annual feaft,
in commemoration of it. | :

When fome are made examples, and {igns to us, God
expetts we fhould own his goodnefs that we are fpared,
and take heed that we provoke not his anger, by the
like and future tranfgreflions. When our Saviour ex-
horts us to remember Lot’s wife, we may fuppofe it
was not the miracle, fo much as the moral he intended.
God’s judgment on Ferufalem, he faid, fball be.” an in-
fruétion and an aflonifbment unto the nations round a-

¢ Philefophical Difconrfe of Earthquakes. by C. H. gto.
“"'% Sozomen, L 6. ¢. 2. Amm. Marcell. Le Sieur,
7 Ezek. v. 15.

bout.
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bont.  So was Pharaoh warned by what had been done
to the proud Affyridny ® Speak unto Pharaoh, and to
bis multitude, Who art thon like in thy greotuefs 2
Bebold the Aflyrian was a cedar in Lebanon, with foir
branches, &c. In like ‘manner he argues with Ni-
" nive, from his feverity on No, or Alexandria; 9 Be-
hold I am againft thee 5 art thon betier then populous
No, that was fituate among the rivers ? The punifh-
ment of one people, or perfon, fhould be a warn-
ing unto all. The Greck ' word for punifhment,
doth fignify example. With what terror doth God
threaten not to {pare Iirael, becaufe they continued
in their fecurity and rebellion, * though be had defiroyed
the Amorite before them ? May we not fear, left he
fay of us, as Jer. xlix. 12, 13. For thus faith the
Lord, Bebold, they whofe judgment was not to drink of
the cup, bave affuredly drunken, and art theu be that
Sbalt altogether go unpunifbed 2 Thou [balt not go wun-
punifbed, but thou fbalt furely drink of it. For I have
Jworn by myfelf, faith the Lord, that Bozrab fball be-
come a defolation, a reproach, a wafle, and a curfe,
and all the cities thereof fball be perpetual waftes. God
hath favoured us hitherto, and we confider it not ;
he hath loved us, and hated others, as he loved Ja-
cob, and hated Efau ; and yet we are ready to fay,
Wherein bath be loved us?® ? Bebold, [aith the Lord,
was not Efau Facob’s brother 2 yet 1 loved Facob, and
bated Efan 3 I laid bis mountains, and bis beritage
wafle, &c.

But however God may in fovereignty deal with us,
as to publick deliverance and prefervation, and a
good and fpeedy iflue of the prefent war (whereas we
hear of another Earthquake in Sicily, the laft month)

8 Ezek, xxxi q.

g Nahum. iii. s, 8.

r llagad'ey e, Matth, i, 19,

2 Amosii. 6, g. See Jerom. xliv. 2, 7, 0. Ezehk, xxiil. 5,
3 Malachi i, z, 3. :

31.

yet
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yet I have thewn, in the laft chapter, that no parti-
cular perfon, without repentance, fhall long efcape his
juftice, 1 Kings xix. 17. They that efcape the [word of
Hozael, fball Febu flay 5 and they that efcape the fword of
Febu, fball Elifba flay 5 that is, they fhall perith in ano-
ther world ; for the prophet Elitha denounced eter-
nal judgment on thofe who efcaped a temporal ruin,
if they continued in their fins.

London, May 26,
1693.

PrAce
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EARTHOQUAKES.
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An bifiorical, particular account of the late Earthquakes,
which gave occafion to this difcourfe. The defign there-
of propofed from that paflage of the Plalmift, My feth
trembleth for fear of thee, and I am afraid of thy
- Judgments,

HAT the late Earthquakes may be confider-

.- €d, andimproved to the beft purpofes, it will

- be proper to premife a {hort narrative, or hi-

ftorical account of them, according to the order of time

wherein they happened. And therefore 1 begin with
that of Jamaica.

In the year 1692. on the 7th of June, there happen-
eda dreaufulEartnquakE in the ifland of Jamaica,which
made great Ruinsand devaftations throughout the whole
country; but efpecially inthe capital town Y of Port- Royal,
which was almoft {wallowed up and overflowed by the
finking of the earth, and 1rr‘u},t1cn of the fea. Two
letters from the minifter of the place (publifhed by au-
thority) give a parmuh.l acceunt of it; that it threw
down moft of the houfes, churches, fugar and indigo-
works, mills and bridges, tlll‘mlghnut the whole iffand,
that it tore the rocksgnd mountains, (others tell us that

it levelled fome mountains, and reduced them to plains)
B that

[
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that it deftroyed fome whole plantations, and threw
them into the fea ; but Port-Royal had much the great-
eft fthare in this terrible judgment.

It is added, by a farther account in the Gazette of
Thurfday, Augult 18. that on the harbour-fide the
houfes all funk down in a minute’s time, from the depth
of three to five fathom water : in the ftreets next the
wharf, the earth opened itfelf wide and deep, and in-
{tantly gufhed out an inundation of water, fo that mul-
titudes were drowned. Among other accidents of the
Earthquake, the Swan-Frigate lying at the wharf for
careening, was driven in among; the houfes, and thereloft.

The minifter in his letter faith farther, that fuch was
the defperate wickednefs of the people there, that he
was afraid to continue among them. That on the fame
day of the Earthquake, as foon as night came on, fome
lewd rogues, whom they call privateers, fell to break-
ing open ware-houfes, and houfes deferted, to rob and
rifle their neighbours, whilft the earth trembled under
them, and fome of the houfes fell upon them in the act.
And thofe audacious whores who remained {till upon
the place, were as impudent and drunken as ever. And
that fince the Earthquake, when he was on fhore to
pray with' the bruifed and dying people, and to chriften
children, he met with too many drunk and fwearing.

The day when this calamity befel the town and ifland,
was very clear, affording not any fufpicion of the leaft
evil ; but in the {pace of three minutes, about half an
hour after eleven inthe morning, Port-Royal, the fair-
eft town of all the Englifh plantations, the beft empo-
rium and mart of this part of the world, exceeding in
riches, and abounding in all good things, was fhaken
and fhattered to pieces, and covered, for the greateft
part, by the fea; the whaif, and two whole ftreets be-
yond it, intirely fwallowed by the fea.

He, with the prefident of the council, running to
fave themfelves, made towards Morgan’s fort, becaufe
a wide open place; he thought to be there fecureft from
the falling houfes : but as he wis going, he faw the earth

open,
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open, and fwallow up a multitude of people, and the
fea mounting in upon them over the fortifications. He
tells us farther, that their large and famous burying-
place, called the pallifados, was deftroyed by the Earth-
quake ; and that the fea wathed away the carcafes of
thofe that were buried out of their graves ; their tombs
being dafhed to pieces by the motion and concuffion:
thar the whole harbour, one of the faireft he ever faw,
~was covered with the dead bodies of people of all con-
ditions, floating up and down without burial. That
in the opening of the earth, the houfes and inhabitants
finking down together, fome of thefe were driven up
again by the fea, which arofe in thofe breaches, and fo
did wonderfully efcape. Some were fwallowed up to
the neck, and then the earth fhut upon them, and
fqueezed them to death: and in that manner feveral
were left buried with their heads above ground, only
fome heads the dogs have eaten; others are covered
with duft and earth by the people, which yet remain in
* the place, to avoid the ftench. So that by the open-
ing of the earth, and the fall of the houfes, and the
inundation of the waters, it is thought 1500 perfons
are loft, and many of good note.

After he was efcaped in a fhip, he faith, he could
not fleep all night for the returns of the Earthquake al-
moft every hour, which made all the guns in the fhip
to jar and rattle; and he fuppofeth the whole town of
Port-Royal will fhortly be fwallowed up of the fea, the
houfes falling, and the fea encroaching daily. That
there were fad accounts of mifchiefs done by the Earth-
quake in other parts of the ifland : as from St. Anne’s,
taey heard of above 1000 acres of woodland changed
‘into fea, carrying with it whole plantations.

. His own prefervationwas very remarkable and unex~
- pefted : after he had prayed with the people, and given
them ferious exhortations to repentance, (in which exer-
cifes he {pent near an hour and half’) he was defired by
3 jﬂnme merchants to retire to fome fhip in the harbour,
~ whom he accompanied, pafling over the tops of fome
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houfes, which lay levelled with the furface of the water,

got firft-into a canoe, and then into a long-boat, which
put him on board a fhip.

Of the Earthquake in England.

N the 8th of September following, 1692. an
Earthquake was felt at London, and in feveral
parts of Effex, Kent, Suffex, Hampthire, &¢. as Sheer-
nefs, Sandwich, Deal, Maidftone, Portimouth, . the
people leaving their houfes in many places, left they
fhould fail on their heads; but it lafted not above *
two minutes : it was about two a-clock ; fome reckon-
ed at Loondon it was about four minutes paft two. It
was felt in moft parts of the Dutch and Spanith Nether-
lands, as alfo inGermany and France. Itaffected places
moft on the fea-coafts, and near great rivers. It went
not beyond 52 degrees and 40 minutes of northern la-
titude : how far it reached to the fouth and eaft is not
yet certainly known for want of good intelligence :
we have already traced it beyond Paris, to the 48th
degree of north latitude; and beyond the Rhine,
on the eaft, to Francfort: fo that we know at pre-
fent of 260 miles {quare fhaken by it. The time of
its happening here in England, and beyond the feas,
feems to vary fome minutes ; but that may eafily be
accounted for by the difference of * meridians. So that
the inflamed damp, faith Mr. Ray, which caufed this -
Earthquake, was lodged deep in the earth, the ca--
verns that contained it, pafling under the bottom of
the fea. |

* Sce Mr. Ray’s Phyfico-Theol. difcourfe of the deluge. Difec.
7. P- 26

2 Thus Dr T. Robinfon in a letter to Mr. Ra}', dated Scp-
tember 2z, 16gz.

of
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Of the Earthquakes in Sicily and Malta,

HE following account of the earthquakes in

Sicily, was publithed by authority here, wviz.
from Meflina, January 20, 1692-3, they write, that
feveral Farthquakes had happened in that ifland, which
were moft violent in the fouthern parts of it, and have
laid in heaps many cities and villages. Cat nea was
thaken on the gth inftant, and on the 11th quite de-
ftroyed, not one houfe left ftanding; and near 20,000
perfons perithed in that city alone.

Augufta was almoft deftroyed at the fame time, and
400 barrels of powder that were in the caftle, took
fire at the fame time, by lightening, or fome other ac-
cident, and blew up about 1000 people, who were
got in there for their {ecurity.

‘The ancient Saragoffa hath fared no better; and
the cities of Modica, Jaci and Noto, and all the wvil-
lages from mount ZEtna to cape Paffaro have fuffer-
ed extremely. ’Tis computed that above 100,000
perfons have been deftroyed by thefe Earthquakes.
Palermo felt the thock on the the r1th, and the vice-
king retired, with all his family, on board the gallies
in that port. Moft of the inhabitants of this city lay
in the fields without the gates, &e.

A letter from Naples, Feb. 3. mentions, that by the
fhock on the 11th of the laft month, 34 cities and
. towns and large villages were quite deftroyed, and
130,000 perfons.

By other letters (in the Gazette of Thurfday March
16.) we have this account from Meflina, Feb. 3.
That they hear every day of the lamentable effeéts of
the late Earthquakes, and give the fellowing lift of
~ places, and perfons deftroyed, v/z.

Calatagirone, about a fourth part of the city ruined,
and 1500 perfons killed.

a ) B 3 Luochuela
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Luochuela, quite deftroyed, with moft of the inha-
bitants, the number not known.

Mineo, a royal city, moft of it fallen, and 3000
killed.

Militello, quite deftroyed, with many of the inha-
bitants, the number not known.

Palaonia, very much fhattered, but few perfons
killed.

Scordia, the palace fallen down, and 20 killed.

Francofome, much fhattered.

Sentini, quite ruined, and zoco killed. ,

Carlontini, quite deftroyed, with many of the inha-
bitants, the number not known.

Augufta, quite deftroyed, and 5000 killed.

Siragofa, above half ruined, and 6000 killed.

Noto, quite ruined, and 7000 killed.

Specafurno, quite ruined, and 3eo0 killed.

Scichilo, quite ruined, and 8ooo killed.

Santa Croce, 100 killed.

Modica, quite deftroyed, and 1000 killed,

Ragufa, greateft part of it ruined, and %000 Killed.

Cefomaro, 200 killed.

Bifcuti, 100 killed.

Chiuramonte, wholly deftroyed, and 300 killed.

Mohteruflo, 200 killed. .

Giamantano, 300 killed.

.Bucchin, 160 killed.

Patuzzolo, quite ruined, and 1000 killed.

Scodia, 100 killed.

Pafceni, quite ruined, and 600 killed.

Furla, quite ~uined, and 8oo killed.

Sciorti, quite rnined, and 2000 killed.

Vizzini, quite ruined, and 3000 killed.

Licodia, 4oo killed.

Catanea, wholly deftroyed, and 18,000 killed.

Jaci, much ruined, and 1800 killed.

In all 73,680 perfons killed.
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In another letter from Naples, dated March 3. pub-
lithed in the Gazette of the 3d of April, there is an
account from Palermo, that the vice-roy of Sicily had
fent commiflfioners to take an exaé account of the da-
mage occafioned by the late Earthquakes in that
ifland 3 and they had found that the ruins  of the
towns and wvillages, as well as lofs of people, was |
greater and more deplorable, than was at firft reported ;
and that there had perifhed 100,000 perfons.

A more particular account of this terrible Earth-
‘quake in Sicily, was printed at Rome, and fince print-
ed here from the Italian copy ;' part whereof I fhall
infert. The author profeffeth he cannot give himfelf,
nor others, all the fatisfaction he could with, there be-
ing fo many little places, and even fome confiderable
towns, fo utterly deftroyed, that there are no inhabi-
tants left, to give us an account of the manner how
thefe places were fwallowed up. So that of thefe we
can have no other narrative, but what people at a
diftance, and in a hurry themfelves, for fear of fink-
ing into the fame ruin, have been able to give us.

The Earthquake diffufed itfelf into all the three
diftri€ts, or divifions, into which the ifland of Sicily
is ufually divided ; Valli di Noto, Mazaro, and Mono.
- The greateft thock of all was from mount /Etna to cape
Paffaro, the Pachmus of the ancients. In all this vait
tract of land, nothing ftood the fhock, but all fell under
the weight of a general ruin.

It was on the 7th of January, 1692-3, about 10
at night, that mount /Etna began to utter thofe hide-
ous roarings, which feldom but ufher in fome tragedy
of the nature of what followed. Thofe loud bellow-
ings continued till the gth, and about 12 o’ clock be-
gan to ceafe. Within an hour after, the inhabitants
ot Catanea, which is the next town to the mountain,
began to perceive a fhaking under them, about three
minutes together. This did little hurt, other than to

airight the people, and give them fears of fome fur-
| B 4 ther
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ther hurt. During t"is fhake, and for an hour before,
there was not the leaft noife heard from mount Atna,
but within lefs than a minute after the fhake was .over,
not only did the noife redouble, infinitely more terri-
ble than befnre, but the whole top of the mountain
appeared all in flames.

All this was but the fore-runner of the horrideft fhake
of all, which fell out on the 11th, which affected the
whole ifland, though not equally. And by the ex-
alteft computation can be made, the whole period of |
it lafted not above fix minutes, from Meflina north-
wards, to Cape Coio, the fartheft 'point of Sicily to the
fouth.
- Catanea is thought to be the firft that fell under the
weight of this heavy calamity. This city is as anci-
ent as moft in Sicily, feated in a pleafant and rich foil,
innabitea by feveral of the gentry thercabouts, endow-
ed with an unmiverfity, and containing about 24,000
fouls, was funk out of fight in a moment. 'There
happened to be fome fifher-boats at that time in the
ha)r that lies fouth of the town, and within a league’s
diftance, who give an account, that they faw the city
fink down, with the noife, as it were of fome thou-
fand pieces of great ordnance difcharged all at once.
Adlter it was thus vanifhed out of their fight, the fith-
ermen fay, that, fome minutes after, to the eaftward,
near where the city {tood, there rofe up a little moun-
tain, which lifting itfelf feveral times a confiderable
height, sbove the ordinary level of the ground there-
abouts, funk at lafl likewiie out of their fight. They de-
clare alfo, that curing all this horrid tragedy, they ex-
pected every moment to be fwallowed up in the bay,
by reafon of the flrange violent agitations of the fea,
And fcarce was this hea*rmﬂ* up of the imaginary moun-
tain on the fouth-fide of Catanea over, but they felt the
fea calm. |

It is thought there hath not efcaped of the inhabi-
tants of Catanea above 2000 inall, fome of thofe ef-
caping after the Grlt fhake, on the gth, others on the:

morp-
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“morning of the r1th, who took the warning. But
they were the better fort of people only, who had
the opportunity to make fo happy an efcape, the reft
falling under the univerfal ruin. In the place where
Catanea ftood, appears now, at a diftance, a great
lake, with fome great heaps of rubbith, appearing
here and there above water.

The fame fhake that utterly deftroyed Catanea, did
lay in heaps more than half of Saragoffa,| the an-
cient Syracufa, once the greateft city of Sicily ; and,
i we will believe Strabo and others, the largeft, once,
in the world, and may contend with any in Europe
for antiquity. The leaft computation that can be made
of the lofs of the inhabitants of it, is above 7000 :
And fome hundreds were digged out of the ruins alive,
but lame and bruifed ; fo that few of them, it is
thought, will rccover. Moft of the magiftrates and
people of beft fafhion, ran into the great church
for fhelter, where they met with death, by the fall
of the ftone roof, and the fteeple both together.

The city of Noto (which once contended for the
pre-eminence with Syracufa itfelf) had yet a worfe
fate : {carce any part of it is now ftanding, though
fituated on an high rock, almoft inacceffible on all fides,
but by one narrow paffage. The mighty hardnefs of
the rock feemed to have fecured it from the hazard of
Earthquakes ; but it felt the fhake of the gth ; and,
on the ri1th of January, it was, in a moment, laid in
heaps: the number of the inhabitanss is computed
about 7000, and very few are efcaped.

Augufta, a city well {ituated, and adorned with
Jarge and fafe harbours; a place of good trade for
corn. The inhabitants reckoned near 6000, of whom
we have account of none left; many killed on the
oth,- more on the 1oth, and the reft buried by the
over-turning of the town on the 1i1th.

Lentini, the ancient Leontium, famous for a beau-
tiful lake on which it ftood; a place of about 3000
families, and a’ place of a tolerable trade by ﬁihir:eg;i

an
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and {alt mines, was reduced to afhes on the r1th 5 and
it is not known if any of the inhabitants be faved.
The water of the lake is now become brackith, and
of a falt and bituminous tafte ; and vaft numbers of
fith are every day found dead on the fhore.

Calatgirone, a pretty town, containing about yooco
people, “and well built, moft of hewn ffone ; ; on the
11th a fifth part of the town was over-turned, and two
monafteries ; and, it is thought, no fewer than 2000
fouls were deftroyed.

Mineo felt both the fhake of the qth and 11th;
the former, the heavens were ferene, icarce a cloud ag-
pearing above the horizon ; but on the 11th, there
was a ftorm of thunder and lightning for fix hours.
At both times feveral houfes, and a large church were
over-turned, and it is thought near 4000 of the inha-
habitants perithed.

Monreal, or Morreal, was fhaken and fhattered ;
and Palermo, the feat of the vice-roy, but not above
100 people killed. Pafceni, confifting of about 200
tamilies, the richeft of any little town in Sicily, hath
not one fingle houfe left {tanding, nor one fingle per-
fon faved. Patuzolo, a bigger town, underwent the
fame fate ; the number of inhabitants about 1000 at
Ieaft : It is not known that any are faved.

So for Furla, whofe inhabitants we reckoned to
be near 1ooo fouls. The like for Sciorti, which, by
the fhake of the r1th, is a vaft heap of ruins, only a
church, belonging to a Benedictine nunnery, is en-
t're: we know of none of the inhabitants faved, and
they are reckoned to amount to 2000 fouls.

The {ame fate befel Militello, no inconfiderasle
town, probably containing about 6000 people, where-
of no one is left to give tidings how its calamity came
about.

Luochela fared fomewhat better : many, about half
of the peopls, left the town on the fhake of the gth
of January, when a great part of the houfes FEI]
The caftle was fwallowed up ina moment, in fight

“of
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of the peoples and a confiderable lake is in the place
where the caitle {tood. The reft of the town and in-
habitants were utterly deftroyed on the rith. Of
2000 people, one half perithed.

There was little damage done in Palonia, another
well-built town, but that, befides feeling the fthock of
the gth, and the church fhattered, the dome was
thrown down on the 11th, which broke the high altar
to pieces, and crufhed to death fome 300 people, with
the prieft that was faying mafs. The like almoft
for Buchino, a confiderable village. .

Scodia, a burgh, about the bignefs of the other,
was greatly fhaken on the r1th; and about 150 peo-
ple killed by the fall of the church, in the time of
mafs. In a deep lake, within two miles of it (two
miles about) by the thake of the rith, there opened
a large Cafma near the midft of the lake, which fwal-
lowed up the water (which by that of the gth was lef-
fened) and left the whole channel dry land, which con-
tinues {o.

Another village, called Chivramonte, had its houfes
fhattered by the fhake of the gth, but overturned al-
together on the 11th, and the inhabitants buried in
the ruins, computed between 3 and 400. _

Monteruffo was confiderabl y ﬂlaﬂ;en on the gth;
“and, on the 1 1th, 200 péople, who fled into the ca[’de,'
were, with it, buried in the ground ; and the place
where it ftood is now a pool of water, of a brinifh
tafte.

The beautiful town of Vizzini, containing about
2500 fouls, though it lay on a rifing hill, made up of
nothing but hardeft ftones, of the nature of marble
was yet fhaken on the gth, and {wallowed, with the
inhabitants, on the rith, who thought the danger
had then been over.

The large village of Modica, containing about
1400 people, was fo fuddenly fwallowed yp on the gth,
that no one perfon efcaped.  Since this hundred Years,
this village hath twice changed its feat by Earth-

quakes,
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quakes, the people till now faving themfelves. Several
rivers and rivulets near this and other places in Sicily,
are covered by hills, in the form of a vault, or natural
bridge, thrown over them by the Earthquake.

This Earthquake caufed the fall of fome houfes at
Bifenti, and the bruifing to death of about 100 perfons.
Francofonte fuffered more by lightning and thunder
for three days, than by the fhake of the Earthquake.

Carlontini, a town of good trade, and well inha-
bited, containing about 4000 people; a fixth part of
them perifhed in the Earthquake on the r1th ; the reft
cfcaped by the warning onthe gth.

Ragufa, a beautiful town ; 1ts fituation, buildings,
churches, monafteries, and territories about it, com-
bine to make it a fort of terreftrial paradife ; felt many
fhakings on the 8th, with lightning and thunder : but
on the rith, the biggeft ftreet in the town, the town-
houfe, two churches, and many houfes were over-
turned, or {wallowed up. The leaft calculation of
people that perifhed is 8ooo, of whom the citizens of
the beft quality make up a great part of that number.

Specafurno, a town of confiderable bignefs, on the
fide of ahill, all planted with vineyards, and well in-
habited, fell under the fame calamity ; partly by light-
ning and thunder on the roth ; and the whole town ina
moment’s time on the 11th. About a mile from the
town was a pleafant frefh water lake on the South fide,
which is now almoft all dry land ; the fith dead on the
fhore, and the water of a brinifh tafte, and now of a
black colour. The people that perifhed there are com-

uted to beat leaft 3500, about 300 only faved them-
felves the day before.

The town Scichilo, that hath within 50 years been
eight times in hazard of an Earthquake, felt this on
the 8th of January, and within 24 hours there fuc-
ceeded zbove 20 fhakes, the laft ftill exceeding the firft
in violence ; but on the 11th the whole town, in lefs
than two moments vanifhed out of fight : in the room
of it is now a ftinking pool of water: and of 6 or

7000



for373

»o0o thoufand inhabitants of this pleafant town, it is
thought there is no one faved. Befides a ftrong caftle
onthe eaft fide of the town, whichis now all in heaps,
and above 30 people buried alive in them.

In Cefamero, a village of above 200 houfes, neat
200 people perifhed in the church, whither they fled
for fhelter, to implore the aid of St. Katherine of Si-
enna ; a-d fome 20 in the village. In Santa Croce,
another village, about 100 of the inhabitants perifhed,
the reft having fled to the fields without the town. In
the lictle town of Giamontano, in the quarter neareft
the rier, about gzo perfons perithed, and about 4o
more. The tower of Lacodia underwent near the
fame fate ; all the houfes of timber were overwhelmed
by the thake of the 11th, andin them about 300 of the
inhabitants.

Jaci, a very big town, was greatly fhattered, efpe-
cially in the fall of two churches on the gth, in the time
of divine fervice. Many of the houfes of the town
were overturned on the r1th, together with two con-
vents, particularly that of the Minimes, where was
kept St. Peter’s net, in which he took that vaft quan-
tity of fith mentioned in the gofpel. By the fall of the
houfes and churches there perithed in all above 2000
people 5 more than half died by the fall of the two
churches.

La-motta, a village of about 200 inhabitants, fa-
mous for the retirement of the citizens of Palermo
there in the fummer-time, was totally overturned on
the gth, afalt pool fucceeding in its place.

Meffina, a city of great trade, lofty buildings, and
great riches, felt the fhake on the gth, and more than
half the inhabitants fled to the fields ; the reft betook
themfelves to their devotions in the feveral churches :
the archbifhop ordered 48 hours of prayer, and feveral
proceflions, to appeafe the wrath of heaven. On the
11th, 26 palaces were overturned, and many timber
houfes : every body expected immediate death, and in
vaft multitudes ran to the cathedral, where the arch-
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bithop of, Mefi na preached, and faid Mafs, and there-

after gave &bfolunon, as did all the priefts through the
reft of the city by the archbithop’s command. After
this every one made the beft of the way they could, to
efcape the common danger, and betook themfelves to
the fields, where they were not out of hazard, through

the violence of the thunder, lightning, and rain, that
continued three days together: The chapel of the
archbithop’s palace 1s overturned, moft of the churches.
thattered, but few people killed.

The tide was higher on the 10th by three foot than
ever was known, and fuch a violent agitation of the
water, that feveral fhips and fmaller wveflels were
drowned all along the coaft of the ifland, and fome
even 1n the harbours.

In fhort, a more aftonithing, 2 more univerfal, or a
more {wift deftru&ion wasnever known. And Sicily that
was one of the moft beautiful, rich, and fruitiul iflands
‘inthe world, is now an heap of rubbifh,and a ccntinued
defolation. The Lofs of money, merchandize, houfes,
and lands, may modeftly be computed at fix millions
of ducats : and it will take an age to repair the da-
mages it hath made. The number of inhabitants pe-
rithed, may be fafely reckoned to an 120,000 fouls ;
and the bruifed, and like to die, 20,000 more.

Of the Earthquake at Malta.

ALL the account we have yet of the {urther ef-
| fecls of this Farthquake, and the extent of it to
the illand of Malta, is in a letter from thence, dated Ja-
nuary 16. Fub]if}“f:d by authority. Cn the gth inftant
about ten at night lnappened here an Earthqhakf:, and
another on the 11th ac three in the afternoon : the laft
was {o violent, and lafted fo long, that every body
thought the city would have been deftroyed. The roof
of the church of our le}r de Pelay was thrown down,
with part of that of St. Laurence: the church and
college of the Jefuits alfo fuffered very much : but the
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cathedral and the church of la Gufmane received the
greateft 'damage; and are fo ruined, that they can
hardly be repaired. Moft of the houfes are extn,me!}r
ﬂlatterf:d, and di;ﬁ‘.‘rtf'd by the inhabitants, who lie now
in grottes, and under tents in the fields. The great
mafter of the order was then abroad a hunting, and he
and all his company were in great danger by the falling
of a mountain near them. We cannot yet tell the
particulars of the lofs this ifland hath fuftained, but
only in general, that it is very great, and the confler-
nation of the inhabitants inexgreflible, which hath re-
ceived a new addition by the {fad accounts we have
from Sicily, of the fame calamity that hath befallen
their ifland, in a more terrible manner.—Whereof I
have given the moft particular account yet extant.

CROTOROROROEAAALERORLO) ‘51‘-*:'.?‘3‘%!‘%‘;- O ROMOROLORORORO,

And now upon the perufal of this fad biffory, whe that
will confider it as a Chriftian, but may ufe the Plalinift’s
expreffion, Pfal. 119. 120. My fleth trembleth for
fear of thee, and I am afraid of thy judgments ?

-

OD expelts we fhould be affected and awed by
fuch providences.

n Some duties of religion are always feafonable, and of
conftant obligation, that muft mix with all our actions,
and be regard Ted in every {tep of our daily walk : there are
others which the providence of God doth particularly call
us to, at one time more than at another : there is a time
to weep, and a ume to laugh ; a time to mourn, anda
~ time to rejoice : and every thmg is beautitul in its {ea-
. fon. Accordingly when God arifeth to fhake terribly
* the earth, and punifh the inhabitants thereof for their

"j'!* iniquities ; when he girdson his fword to ride his cir-

_ cuit by natmnal_]udgnmnts ; when other countries and

"*_pmple are made examples and warnings, and the grow-

ing atheifin and profanenefs amongft us, may make us

juftly
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juftly apprehend the like feverity ; - he expeéts that our
temper and carriage fhould fomewhat correfpond and
agree to his works of providence ; that when the lion
roars, we fhould tremble ; when he ftretches out his
hand, and fhakes his glittering {fword, we {hould ob-
ferveit, and fear. He expeéts that we fhould take the
warning he gives us, by the calamities of others; that
we fhould lie in the duft, throw off our ornaments, put
on fack-cloth, and prepare to meet him in the way of
his judgments. .

We are many ways obliged to this, in conformity
to the beft examples of holy men in the like cafe ; and
by our love to God, and duty to him, who is difpleaied
and provoked. Our fenfe of his difhonour, and due
apprehenfions of his difpleafure, require this: ‘our re-
lation to thofe places and perfons, who have been al-
ready made examples of divine feverity; our love to
ourfelves, and to our brethren in this part of the world,
who are yet preferved, do all require this ; and call upon
us to be found in fuch a frame, as the Pfalmift here
exprefleth upon the like occafion, My flefb trembleth for
Jear of thee, and I am afraid of thy judgments.

In the former verfe he endeavours to excite his love
to God, and refolved adherence to his precepts, by the
confideration of the judgments executed on the wicked ;
Thou putteft away the wicked of the earth like drofs, there-
fore I lge thy teftimonies. And in this he makes ano-
ther improvement of fuch inftances of divine juftice, to
awaken an holy fear, and awe of God, My flefb trem-
bleth, &c. _

An extraordinary fear is often defcribed in fcripture,

- as having this effe¢tof trembling : Fear came upon me; and
trembling, which made all my bones to fhake, and the bait
of my flefb flood up, Job iv. 14, 15. Thelike you have
exprefled by the Prophet, upon God’s denunciation of

judgment ; Hab. iii. 16. When I beard this, my belly

trembled, my lips quivered, rottennefs entered into my bones,
and I trembled in my flefp. ‘

Wl;t:ﬁ |
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When Gad lifts up his voice in threatening of judg-
ment, and roars like a lion, ready to tear in pieces,
Who will not fear 2 Amosiii. 8. Or when he difplays
his power, ' and manifefts his juftice, and appears with
terrible majefty, in the execution of judgment upon o-
thers ; who that hears of it will not tremble befere him,
and be afraid of his judgments?

BB R B R R AR AR TR RS AR
CHAWP. L |

The method of the following difcourfe. Inftances of divine

feverity on athers are not to be cverlooked y whether in

Sformer times or of later date 5 on firangers, neighbours,

friends, or encmies. They are proper to affei? us with

an awful fear of God : harthquakes efpecially of all

other judgments. The terror of fuch a judgment in part
defcribed : that it is the effect r.gf Sin.

HE ground of my following: diﬁ:&urﬁ: will there-

fore be this, That the inflauces of divine feverity
upon others, fhonld affect the ferious obfervers of them, with
an awful fmr of God and his ;ﬂdgm-":z;:

Firft, It is here implied, that we are not flightly to
overlook the examples of God’s {everity upon others,
but ferioully to obferve and confider them,

Secondly, That fuch inftances are proper to affect us
with an awful fear of God ; efpecially the defolations
that are made by terrible Far thquakes.

" Thirdly, That this awe of God, and fear of his judg-
ments, upon fuch examples of divine feverity, is matter
of duty unto all, that do obferve and confider them.

Fourthly, How this may be applied, and improved
by us, with reference to this city and nation. :

F:?ﬁ It is here implied, That we are not flightly to over-
dook the examples of God’s feverity upon others. How often
has God threatened and punifhed the fecure and carelefs
frame of fuch, as regard not the works of the Lord, nor
the operation ﬂf bis .éa:md.f ? Ifa, v. 1'i. Phal xxviii. 5.
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He fball, for this reafon, deftroy them, and not build them
up. We are bid to remember, confider, and improve
the ancient judgments of God upon the old world, and
upon Sodom and Goemoerrab : and, 2 Peter ii. 4, 5, to
remember the example of Ls#’s wife, and the feveral
calamities that befel the Fews in the wildernefs, and
after their fettlement in Canaan : the inftanccs of God’s
juitice upon them for their feveral provocations, are re-
corded as types and warnings unto us, on whom the ends
of the world are come, who live in thefe latter days,
under the gofpel-difpenfation, 1 Cor. x. 6. 11. that we
fhould not luft as they lufted, and murmur as they, nor
tempt Chrift as they. It is faid of them whofe carcafes
tell in the wildernefs for their many repeated provoca-
tions, that they are our examples. God’s {everity a~
gainft them is recorded for our ufe, Heb.iii. 18. Chap,
iv. 11. God made them ¢zifuque, an exprefs ex-
ample and reprefentation of what thould be done in o-
thers. Some fhall {fmart, that others may fear. God
hath further ends in the execution of judgments than
we imagine : he intends them not only for acts but pat-
terns : every judgment is a new leffon; and God doth
not intend to punith only, but to teach, and warn, and
inftruét: he warns when he wounds, and ftrikes fome,
that others may be {pared by taking warning. /#hben
a [corner is punifbed, faith Solomen, the fimple is made
wife, Prov. ii. 11. And we are more apt to be imprefs-
ed by what we fee executed, than by what is only pro-
nounced in a threatening.

The judgments of God on neighbouring countries
and people are mentioned to this purpofe for our im-
provement, Zeph. iii. 6, 7, 8. I bave cut off nations,
fays God, (I have hanged them up as on a gibbet, to
inftruct and warn you by their ruin.) Their towers are
defolate, their fireets are wafte, fo that no manpaffeth by
 their cities ave deftroyed, that there is mo inbabitant.

Herenpon 1 faid, Surely thou wilt fear me, furely thou
wiik veceive inftrublion. x

This
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- This therefore does fuppofe the »Dbfervmg and. laying
Lich things to heart.

We ought not eafily to pafs over and forget the .
works of God, efpecially when by the terriblenefs and
feverity of them he has made them fiz to be remembered,
Pfal. cii. 4. Thcy are teftimonies to a divine providence,
and as fuch fhould be recorded. It is taken notice of
to this purpofe by ¢ a learned and great man, as a de-
fect among chriftians, that there is not yet extant an
biftoria nemefeus, a _]udlciaus, impartial, and well at-
tefted hiftory of the divine vengeance, containing the
moft remarkablt monuments of God’s juftice in the
world.
 When he affliéts and plagues any of our nmghbaurs,
or brethren, or but ftrangers, in an eminent manner,
we are called to confider his doings, that we may /learsn
righteoufnefs, when the judgments of God are abroad in the
earth, Ia. xxvi. g. It is but fit that the punithment
of fome fhould make other finners tremble. As when
Ananias and Saphira were ftruck dead, it is faid, Greaz
Jear fell upon all that béard thofe things, Aéts v. 11. It
i1s mentioned as a fault, that when the hand of God is
lifted up, men will not fee and confider it : and for
this ftupidit}r God often exprefleth his difpleafure, Pfal.

Plal. xxviii. 4, 5. Ifa.v. 12, 13. Job xxxiv. 26.
Ml-::ah vi. g We are commanded to take notice of his
powerful juftice in fuch examples, Rev. vi. 1. Pfal. Ixvi.
3. Come and [ee the works of God, he is terrible in bis do-
ings towards the children of men. He is faid to vifit us,
and come nigh to us in judgment as well as in mercy :
‘and fhall he vific us, and we not take notice of it, or
obferve him 2 We cannot otherwife make a due im-
provement of them, in order to fuitable duty.

Efpecially fhould it be thus, when any of our bre-
thren, of the fame nation with us, meet with any more
than ordinary rebuke of providence, as is the cafe of
Jamaica: not but that we ought to eye and own God,

® Verulam de augment. fcient. L. z.¢. 11,

s the’
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tho® the inftances of his feverity be more remote, as in-
the late extraordinary Earthquakes in Sicily.  Yea, the
execution of God’s righteous judgments on the wicked, will
make the righteous that [ee it, to fear and tremble, Plal.
lii. 6. The righteous doth wifely confider the boufe of the
wicked, how God-overthroweth the wicked for their wicked-
nefs, Prov. xxi. 12. = All the great difplays of God’s
juftice in the world, are fit to be regiftered and remem-
bered by us, as teftimonies to us of his being, holinefs,
and righteous government. Come hither, faysGod, and
bebold the works of the Lord, what defolations be bas made
in the earth, Plal. xlvi. 8. '

Secondly, As we muit obferve and confider thefe in-
{tances of God’s feverity upon others, fo they are very
proper to affet us with an holy awe and fear of God.
He owns himfelf the author of all the defolations
wrought in the earth. Earthly princes will have mat-
ters of favour derived from themfelves, but all aéts of
{feverity they put off to fubordinate agents. But God
will not ftand on fuch points, he rather profeflfeth to
lay claim to all the memorable acts of vengeance upon
finful nations and people. It is he that fhakes terribly
the earth, and rends the rocks, and makes the moun-
tains tremble ; who overturns cities ‘and countries, as
in an inftant ; who fwallows up many hundreds and
thoufands of perfons and families at once: And thall
not we who hear of it, ftand in awe of him ? We fhould
{fay on fuch an occafion, who hath an arm like God ?
We fhould confider, who can ftand before him when he
is angry ! ‘Who can contend with him ? "'Who would
not tremble in his prefence ? He who can caft foul and
body into hell in a moment, can as foon caufe his earth
to open, and {wallow up the ftrongeft, the largeft, the
moft populous city upon earth, and turn it into a heap
~of afhes, or a pool of water ; Ought not this God to

be feared ¢ T L

When his right hand does teach him terrible things,
fhall not the queftion then be put, as Fob xii. 9. Who
knoweth not that the band of the Lord bas wrought this 2

When
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When he fbakes the beavens, and melts the mountains, and
cleaves the valleys, as wax before the five, and as water
poured dewn a freep place, Micah i. 4. he feemeth to fay,

I will work, and who fhall let? I w:fz' deftroy, and who
Shall fave ? 1 will lay my hand, fays God, upon Egypt,
and I will bring my people thence by my great judg-.
ments. And it ﬁ}llows The Egyptians fball know that ¥
am the Lord, Exod. vii. 4, 5. 'The greatneis and terrible-
nefs of the calamity, in fuch cafes, befpeaks God to be
the author of it. Man cannot but take notice of his
hand, and inquire, /7 herefore basthe Lord done this, and
what means the beat of this great anger 2 Deut. Xxix. 24.
With God is terrible majetty, he is almighty, we can-
not find him out., — Mm do therefere fear bim, Job
XXXVil. 22,23, 2

When he makes the mountains tremble, and the earth
fhake, our hearts fhould tremble too. Fear ye not me, fays
tbe Lord 2 and will ye not tremble at my prefence? Jer. v
22. WIill ye not fear me who canopen the catarats of
heaven abmre, or break up the fountains of the great deep
below, and pour forth whole floods of vengeance when I
pleafe ? Who can rain hail out-of heaven, or kindlethofe
exhalations and fteams that are in the bowels and caverns
of the earth, (as I caufe thunder by giving fire to thofe
in the clauds) and make them force their way, to the
overthrow and deftruction of villages, and towns, and
cities, and countries, whenever I will? Who can thus
ﬁlddf:nl turn a fruitful populous land, into an amaz-
ing fpc&acle of defolation and ruin ?

If God but write bitter things upon the wall againft
Belthazzar, his loins are loofed, and his Knees knock
one againft another. The great emperor Caligula runs
under the bed at the noife of God’s tabernacle, his
thundering voice. And certainly God’s fhaking the
earth, in {o terrible a manner as of late, may much
more make us tremble. To this purpofe it is elegantly
defcribed by the prophet, J/a. xxiv. 17, 18, 19, 20.
Fear, and the pit, and the [nare are upon thee, O inba-
bitant Ef the egrth. And it flall come topafs, that e

€3 wirk
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who fleeth from the noife of the fear, fball fall
into the pit 3 and be that cometh up out of the midft of the
pit, fball be taken in the fnare : for the windows from on
bigh are open, and the foundations of the earth do fhake.
The earth is uiterly broken down, the earth is clean dif-
Jolved, the earth is moved exceedingly 5 the earth fball
reel to and fro like @ drunkard, and fhall be removed like .
a cottagey and the tranfgreffion thereof fhall be beavy upon
it and it fhall fall, and not rife again. Upon fuch ma-
nifeftations of divine power and juftice, we may well
cry out, Great and marvellous are thy works, O Lord
God Almighty ! Who would not fear thee, and glorify thy
name, when thy judgments are thus manifeft 2 Rev.xv. 32, 4.
Such a judgment asthis of Earthquakes, is efpeci-
ally proper to affect us with an awful fear of God, of
his majefty and power, his greatnefs and dominion, his
fovereignty and juftice. FHe caufed the mountain to
quake at the delivery of thelaw, when he would prove
to the Jews that he was their Lord and Sovereign. When
the centurion obferved the Earthquake, at the death of
. Chrift, he, and others, feared greatly, faying, truly -
this was the Son of God.
. To this purpofe we may confider the Earthquake
that did hinder the attempt of rebuilding the + Jewifh
temple, which the emperor Julian fet a-foot to fpite
the Chriftians, and to contradit the prophecy of our
Saviour, and to oppofe Mofes unto Chrift. He gave all
encouragement to the Jews, he provided them with all
materials at his own charge. They with great joy and
readinefs fet about it. But when they began to {earch
the ground, in order to the laying of the foundation,
- the earthround about trembles with a horrible Earth-
quake, and the flames on a fudden break out, which
not only confumed the undertakers, but a multitude of
{pectators too, and the materials prepared for the build-
ing, This made an univerfal aftonithment, and ftruck

4 Amm. Marcell. hit. 1. 23. Chryfoft. Orat. 2'¢. Jud. So-
erates, 1. 3. c. 17. Sozomen, L. 5. c. 21,

Julian
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“Julian himfelf with fome fear ; fo that he gave over
the attempt, and many of the Jews were perfwaded to
receive the faith of Chrift. About the fame time, the
Pagan temple at Delphos was deftroyed by Iarth-
quakes, thunder and lightning. Such manifeftations of
his power challenge our fear. Ie looketh on the carth,
and ittrembleth be toucketh the bills, and they fmeke,
Nahum i. 5. Themountains quake before bim, .-:?ﬂd the
bills melt 5 be removeth the micuntains, and overturneth
them in bis anger 5 be fhaketh the earth out Ei'f its place, and
the pillars theveof tremble, Job. ix. 3.

And the rather thould we fear in fuch cafes, becaufe
they are often fet forth as God’sjudicial aét. Thefe
fiery meteors are turned by God’s counfel, for correilion
and judement, Job xxxvil. The carth fhook and tranbled,
the foundations of the hills were moved and fhaken, 5 becaufe
be was wroth. There went up a fmoak out of his Nefirils,
and fire out of bis mouth devoured 5 coals were kindled by it,
Pf. xviii. 5, 8. I will fbake the beavens, and the carth fball
remove out of its place, inthewrath of the Lord of bofts,and
in the day of his fierce anger, Ua. xiii. 13. Thisis brought
in, after God had faid, ver. 11. [ will punifb the world f.a:rr
their evil, and the wicked for theiriniquity. I will caufe the
arrogancy of the proud to ceafe, and will lay low the bhaugh-
tinefs of the terrible. Again, Tremble thou earth at the
prefence of the Lord, at the prefence of the God of Jacob,
Plal. cxiv. 4. Who can fland before bis indignation, or
abide the fiercenefs of bis anger 2 His fury burns like fire,
and the rocks are thrown down by bim, Nahum i. 6. Thou
fhalt be wifited by the Lord of hofls, with thunder and
with Earthquakes, Ifa XXIX. 6. that is, penaly, and judi-
cially vifited.

There are other Confiderations, that fhould make
this judgment of Earthquakes the more affecting : as,
the little warning they are commonlygdteended with; and
the furprizing effects that follow, *able to aftonith the
moft valiant men of war, and make the moft courage-

Scé _more of this in the fulmm_ng chapters.
Ca ous
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ous fpirits fink and fall : For {o they are reprefented, as
trembling on this account, 1 Sam. xiv. 15.

When the _]udgment comes unexpetedly, as a thief
in the night : When God vifits a people by terrible
things in rightenuihefs and fuch as they looked not
for: When, to ufe the prophet’s words, [fz. v. 14.
Hell bas enlarged itfelf, and opened her mouth without
meafure 5 and their glory, and their muliitude, and their
pomp, and be that rejoiceth defcends into it. When
there is no time to flee, or method to efcape, or poffi-
bility to refift : when no fanCtuary, or refuge remains;
no fhelter is to be found in the higheft towers, or the
lowelt cellars ; when the earth opens on a fudden, and
becomes the grave of whole families, ftreets, and ci-
ties; and effects this in lefs time than you are able to
tell the ftory of 1t; either fending out a flood of
waters to drown, or vomiting out flames of fire to.
confume them ; or clofingagain upon them, that they
die byitiﬁacatlan, or famme if not by the ruins of
their own dwelling. When parents and children, huf-
bands and wives, mafters and fervants, magiftrates, and
minifters, and people, without difference or diftinction,
inthe midit of health, and peace, and bufinefs, are buried
in a common ruip, and pafs all together into ‘the eternal
world ; and there is only the difference of a few hours
or minutes between a famous city and none at all ;
they that have been in the neighbpurhood of fuch trage-
dies, and beheld the difmal effeéts of fuch ajudgment
on Dther‘a and yet have been preferved, cannot but con-
ﬁder it with trembling.  Our own ferious thoughts

y help to affe@ usin like manner. Thus the late
Earthquakf: at Jamaica happened in a clear day, with-
out warning or fufpicion; and in the fpace of threé mi-
nutes, the town of Port-Royal was fhaken and fhat-
tered to pieces, and funk into the fea, and the greateft
part of it under water. .

Now, if it be dreadful to have our country the feat
of war, as they, whofe cafe that is, will tell us, and
we muft pr::fﬁ:nt]y grant 3 this is yet more difinal, that,

n
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in the midft of peace, brings a worfe ruin than the ex-
tremity of war. If a raging peftilence be dreadful, that
{weeps away thoufands in a day, and ten thoufands in a
night, as fome of you can remember ; if a confuming
fire be an amazing judgment, which you of this city
have experienced 5 an earthquake is not lefs, but more
fo; when houfes and inhabitants, towns and cities, and
countries, are all deftroyed at one ftroke, in a few mi-
nutes. Dat fignum ruina 3 death is the only prefage of
fuch a judgment, without giving leifure to prepare for
another world, or opportunity to look for any fhelter
in this. |

Who doth not ftart at the thought of fuch a trembling
of the earth ? The more a man knows, the more is his
aftonithment. He bangeth the earth upon nothing, Job
xxvi. 7. For a man to feel the earth, which hangeth up-
on nothing, (but as {fome vaft ball in the midft of a thin
yielding air) totter under him,. how can his {oul choofe
but be pofiefitd with a fecret fright and confufion ?
Methinks I tremble but to think of fuch a trembling.—
¢ Idefign not, faith bithop Hall °, to aftonifhyou
< with the relation of the Eﬁarful effets which earth-
quakes have produced in all ages, as it were eafy to
do out of hiftories, and philofophical difcourfes,
where you may fee rocks torn in pieces, mountains
not caft down only but removed ; hills raifed not out
of valleys only; but out of feas ; fires breaking out of
waters, ftones-and cinders belched up, rivers changed,
feas diflodged, earth opening, towns fwallowed up,
and many other {uch hideous events. Of which kind
our own memory can furnith us with many at home,
altho’ thefe colder climates are more rarely infefted
with fuch frightful accidents.

¢ In what condition can a man be fafe, faith Seneca 7,
¢ fpeaking of Earthquakes, when the world itfelf is
¢ fhaken ; and the only thing that paffes for fixed and
¢ ‘unmoveable 1n the uvniverfe, trembles and deceives
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6 Sermon on Pfalm Ix. z. 7 Epift. z3. Nat. Queft. lib.
vi. €. 1,
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us ? Whither thall we fiy for fecurity, if wherefo-
ever-we are, the danger be till under our feet ?¢ Up-
on the cracking of an houfe, every man takes himfelf
to his heels, and leaves all to fave himfelf. But what
retreat is there, where that which fhould fupport us;
when the foundation not only of cities, but even of
the world itfelf, opens and wavers ? What help, or
what comfort, ‘Where fear itfelf can never carry us off ?
An enemy may be kept at a diftance with a wall; a
caftle may put a ftop to an army ; a port may pmteét
us from the fury of a tempeft; fire itfelf doth not
follow him that runs away from i it ; a vault may de-
fend us againft thunder ; and we m'ay quit the place
in a peftilence; there is fome remedy in all thefe.
evils : or, however, no man ever knew a whole na-
tion deftmyed by lightning. A plague may unpeople
a town, but it will not carry it away. There is no
evil af {uch an extent, {o inevitable, fo greedy, and
fo publickly calamitous, as an earthquake : for it
does not only devour houfes, families, and fingle
towns, but ruins whole countries and nations, either
overturning, or fwallowing them up, without fo much
as Ir:avang any footftep or mark of what they were.
Some people have a ggeater horror for this death than
any other ; 7o be taken away alive out of the number of
the living : as if all mortals, by what means foever,
were not to come to the fame end, death.—And ’tis
not a pin matter, whether I am crufhed to pieces by
one ftone, or by a whole mountain ; whether I perith
by the fall of an houfe, or under the burden of the
whole earth ; whether I be {wallowed up alone, or
with a thoufand more for company.

¢ We thould therefore arm ourfelves againft that
blow, that can neither be avoided or forefeen. And
it is not the for{wearing thofe places that we find in-
fefted with earthquakes, that will do our bufinefs;
for there is no place that can be warranted agamﬂ:
them. What if the earth be not yet moved ? itis
ftill moveable ; for the whnl:: bedy of it lies unde;: the

¢ {fame
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¢ farme law, and expofed to danger ; only fome part at
- ¢ one time, and fome at another. As itis in great ci-,
¢ ties, where all the houfes are fubjeét to ruin, tho’
they do not all fall together, {o in the body of the
earth 5 now this part fails, and then that. Zyre was
ﬁ}rmerl}r {fubject to earthquakes: in Afia twelve cities
were fwallowed up in a night: Achsia and Macedonia
have had their turns, and now Campania. The fate
goes round, and ftri kes at laft where it hath a great
while paflfed by. It falls out oftner, it is true, in
fome places than in others : but no place is totally
free and exempt. And it is not only men, but cities,
coafts; nay the fhores, and the very fea itfelf, that
{uffer under the dominion of fate. And yet we are
{o vain as to promife ourfelves fome fort of affurance
in the goods of fortune ; never confidering that the .
very ground we ftand upon, is unftable. And it is
not the frailty of this or that place, but the quality of
every fpotof it ; for notoneinch of itis fo compacted,
as not to admit many caufes of its refolution. And
tho’ the bulk of the earth remain entire, the parts of
it may yet be broken.’
Thus the pagan philofophers preFared themfelves,
and others, for thefe accidents, as for diforders that
were inevitable ; and did not trouble themfelves with
the thought of “divine juitice, which chaftifeth men by
thefe dreadful punithments. But the common people,
whofe opinions were not fo corrupted, reverenced the
anger of heaven in thefe calamities ; and feeking for
'fafety in {uperftition, endeavoured to appeafe the evil
{pirits by facrifice, and {o provaked the indignation of
God the more. Chn{hans, who are inftructed in a bet-
ter {chool, own thefe difafters as the punifhment of fin.
¢ And of all the animadverfions that divine juftice
£ goives men, there is none more horrid, or lefs evitable
¢ than this of ® Earthquakes. For what affurance can
¢ we hope for here below, if the earth quake under our
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. © feet ? Where can we think to efcape danger, if the
moft folid thing of all the world do fhake ? if that
which fuftains all other things about us, threaten us
with finking under our feet ? What fanctuary fhall
we find to defend us from an evil that doth encompafs
us round ? And whither can we withdraw, if the
gulphs, which open themfelves, thut up our pafiages
on all fides? With what Horror are men ftruck,
when they hear the earth groan, when her trembling
{ucceeds her complaints, when houfes are loofened
from their foundations, when the roofs fall upon their
heads, and the pavement finks under their feet?
What hope is there to be had in fo general a diforder, .
when fear cannot be fenced by flight? In other cafes
there is fome outlet whereby to efcape an evil : an
enemy is beaten from the bulwark he had pofieffed
himfelf of ; earthworks are oppofed to the thunder-
ing cannon; winds, which raife tempefts, deliverus
from them, and after having a long time toffed us to
and fro, they caft uson the thore: houfes ferve us for
fanctuaries againft the injuries of the air and weather. »
—If a man will refign his goods to the fire, he may
fecure his perfon. Thunder hurts not thofe who hide
themfelves in caverns. When the peftilence infects
whole cities, we may fhun the contagion by going '+
into the country ; and if it difpeople towns, it doth
not throw down the Houfes. But an Earthquake in- ™
clofeth what it overthrows ; and wages war, not with
{fome few houfes only, but whole provinces; and
fometimes leaves nothing behind it, to inform pofte-
rity of its outrages : more infolent than fire, which
fpares rocks; more greedy than the fea, which vo-
mits up thipwrecks ; more cruel than the conqueror,
who fpares walls : it fwallows and devours whatfoever
it overturns.— The fea is fubject to its empire ; and
mariners confefs, that thofe {torms are moft danger-
ous, which are occafioned by earthquakes.—

B A P s R R R PR A s B A AR AR R AR RR A AR AR AR MR R MR

¢ This



[ 29 1

¢ This misfortune is common to all kingdoms, fince *
“man became criminal : all %arts of the earth are be-
come moveable ; and ftedfaftnefs muft no longer be
looked for in the world, fince innocency is banifhed
thence by injuftice. This diforder is the punifhment
of our fin ; and reafon, as well as faith, doth fuffi-

¢ ciently affure us, that the univerfe would never have

¢ been agitated with thefe furious accidents, during the
¢ ftate of original righteoufnefs. Wherefore thould
¢ God’s anger have armed the elements againit his faith-
¢ ful and obedient fubjects? Wherefore fhould he have
¢ overthrown all his works, to deftroy innocent men?
¢ Why fhould it have overwhelmed the inhabitants of
4¢ the earth with the ruins thereof, if they had not
¢ been finful? Why thould it have buried thofe in
. ¢ the bowels of the earth, who were not to die ?
¢ Let us then conclude, that Earthquakes are the ef-
¢ fects of fin”
Such fudden inftances of divine judgment are threat-
ened in feripture as fome of the moft terrible; and

“therefore the higheft feverity is expreffed by fuch un-

expected and fudden ftrokes : they are fet forth fome-

times by the breach of @ wall, that catcheth a man ere

he be aware, and crutheth him in pieces, Ifz. xxx. 12,

13. Sometimes refembled to a whirlwind, that comes
fuddenly, and carries all before it. And therefore

God threatens, thatobftinate and incurable finners fhall

be deftroyed at once, or fhall be fuddenly deftroyed, and

$hat without remedy, Prov. xxix. 1.
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Such Inflances of divine feverity fhould teach us to reve- |

rence and adore the Divine power, and providence ;
Shonld awaken us to repentance, excite moft earneft pray-
ery occafion thankfulne(s for our prefervation bitherto,
and call upon us to truft 1w God as our only refuge, and
to fecure bis favour.

E T us further confider, that under fuch appear-

ances of God, it becomes us to be thus affected,
as matter of duty. If we have any becoming appre-
henfions of the divine power, and the terrors of his
wrath ; if we have any concern at his difpleafure, and
the manifeftations of it ; if we have any thing of that
tendernefs of {pirit, that heart of flefh, which is the
great blefling of the new covenant, we ought to evi-
dence it on fuch occafions, by fuitable aftections, in
order to the improvement of thefe providences for our
own advantage. For inftance,

1. To reverence the divine Power and providence ;
to confirm our minds in the belief of it That wverily
there is a God that judgeth in the earth 5 that we may fee,
and know, and underftand together, that the band of the
Lord bas done this, and the Holy One of Ifracl bath cre-
ated it : that God hath not for[aken the earth, but makes
bimfelf known by the judgments that be executes. And
when they are thus manifeft, it is faid, 4/ nations fball
worfhip before thee, O Lord Rev. xv. 4. and xix. 2. So
when God executes judgment on the wicked, by fud-
den calamity, Pfal. lviii. 7, 8, g, it is added at the
11th verfe, that thereupon a man thall fay, Verily there
is a reward for the rightcous, wverily there is a God that

Lw
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judgeth in the ear:h. If he did not fometimes appeat |
in fuch alts of juftice, men would be ready to fay, *

Where is the God of Judgment ¢ Mal. ii..14. or with them,

Job ix. 24. The earth is given into the band of the wick-

ed s
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ed 5 if not, where, or who is be 2 Where is be, who
ﬂmuld punlfh them ¢ Who is be, that calls tlmm to an
account ? And the wife man hath told us, that becaufe
Jentence againft an evil doer is not [peedily executed, theres

fore the beart of the fons of men is fully [ét in them to do

evil, Ecclef. viii. 11. .

But when he looketh on the earth, and makes it
tremble ; when he toucheth the hills, and they fmoke,
Plal. civ. 32. When ke fhows bimfelf to be wife in
beart, and mighty in [irength, be removeth mountains, and

- they know it not 5 be overturncth them in bis anger. Who

would not then reverence his power, and providence ?
Read Numb. xvi. for an inftance of it.

Even the heathens have condemned thofe for mad
men, and diftracted, who would fear nothing, no not
an Earthquake, as it is 2 obferved by Ariftotle, con-
cerning the Celtae, a barbarous people ; which: makes
it the more ftrange that Seneca * thould be fo much at
a lofs about the divine agency in fuch things, and
afcribe them only to natural caufes. Whereas Ci- -
cero * reckons Earthquakes, with thunder, tempefts,
¢. to be one of the four ways by which the notion
of a Ged is preferved in the worid, and the minds of
men awed with the apprehenfion of the divine Being.

By fuch alts of judgment and vengeance God is faid
to fhow bimfelf, Pfal. xciv. 1, 2, to confute the atheifm
of the world, and make man acknowledge his being
and providence, By fuch things men are made to
know, that God ruleth in Facob, unto the ends of the
earth, Pfal. lviii. 13. Thus was Pharaoh brought to
acknowledge God, who at firft defpifed him, faying,
Who is the Lord, that I fhould obey bim 2

9 Petri ViGtor. Comment. in Arift. de moribus, lib. 3. p. 160.

! Seneca Queft. nat, lib. 6. cap. 3

* Cicero de Nat. Deorum, 1. z. § 13. mentions Cleanthes, and
other of the Stoicks to be of the fame crpmmn See Liefcoloper,
in Cic. de Nat, Deorum, p. 227.

2. Let
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2. Let us take heed of the like fins, that others
have been guilty of, with whom God has dealt in fuch
feverity. Let us remember, he is a holy God, and
jealous of his honour, and will not fuffer high pro-
vocations always to go unpunifhed. Others have
fmarted, who were guilty of fuch and fuch trani-
greflions, as are found amongft us; why thould we
expect to efcape, if we continue under the like guilt ?
By judgments upon one nation, God warns another,
that except they repent, they may expet to perifh.
Thus Tyrus fball be devoured with fire, Afhkelon (fays
God) fball fee it and fear ; Gaza and Ekron fball be
very forrowful, Zech. ix. 3,4, 5. When Jonah was
thrown over-board, and the ftorm quelled, the men
feared the Lord exceedingly, and-offered facrifices, in
the fenfe of their own fins. Much more, when God
executes remarkable judgments on fuch as are noto-
rioufly wicked. All men will fear, and declare thefe
' works of God, if they wifely confider of his doings,
Pfal. Ixiv. 9. If we will not be warned by the ex-
amples of others, we may expect to be made exam-
ples ourfelves. Sodom and Gomortrah, and the cities
of the plain, are fet forth as an example unto us, Jud.
vil. The man that will do prefumpiucufly, even that main
Sball die, Deut. xvii. 12, 13. Andall the pecple fbhall bear,
and fear, and do no more prefumptuonfly. God fingled
out the Galileans, whofe blood Pilate mingled with
their facrifices, and thofe on whom the tower of Silo-
am fell, to tell the Jews, except they did repent, they
fhould alfo perifh : and, within a few years, upon their
negle¢t of thefe inftruétive examples, thoufands and
ten thoufands of them had their bleod, as it were, ming-
led with their facrifices ; being flain by multitudes in
the temple, the place of their offerings ; and no lefs
number perifhing in the fall and ruin of their walls,
and buildings battered down by the Romans. When
the Ifraelites round about faw Korah and his company

it



{83

devoured of the earth, they ran away at the cry of
them, and faid, left the earth {wallow us alfo.

By what we ha‘-re {een .of God’s feverity on others,
we fhould run away trembling from the gulph of God’s
deferved judgments, by running from thofe fins, which
may bring the like on us, which others Lave felt,
"Twas the great aggravation of Belfhazzar’s pride,
that he humbled not himdelf, though he knew the
judgment God had executed on his father for that very
fin. He that will run into a bog, wherein others have
plunged themfelves, in his view, is guilty of double
folly, of adventuring rafhly, and of not taking warn-
ing. Herodotus tells us, that upon the ftatue “of Ze-
nacherib, after the angel of the Lord had flain an bun-
dréed and eighty-five :inmfmzd of his army, Ha. xxxvil

36. it was engraven,
Difcite Fuflitiam moniti, & non temnere Dives :
Let him that looks on me, learn to fear God.

He hath a thoufand other judgments in referve, if the
fame we fee infli¢ted on others, do not overtake us.
Not only ftormy winds and tempefts are in his treafu-
ry, that he can rain fnares, and fire and brimf{tone, and
an horrible tempeft on the wicked ; but he has arrows
of judgment in his quiver of various forts, or is able
to repeat the fame, when he pleafeth. God will never
want ways and methods to punifh a wicked people.
All creatures in the earth, and air, and fea, are h's fer-
vants, He hath hofts and armies of them, above and
under ground, to be the inftruments of his juftice.

Let it excite our more earneft prayers for pre-
fervatn:}n and  deliverance from fuch judgments, as
others have fuffered by. We fee, if God be not for
us, but againft us, how fuddenl}r, how dreadfully he
.can punith, and deftroy any people. How earneftly
fhould we pray, Lord, fpare thy people, and deliver

- B us
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“us from fudden death. The lcuder, and the more re-

peated our warnings are, and the jufter our fears of
approaching calamity, the more importunately thould
we pray, as that captain, 2 Kings 1. 13, 14. When
two before him, with their fifties, had been deftroy-
ed, fell upon his knees before the prophet, faying, O
man of God, let my life, and the lives of thefe fifty of thy
[ervants be precious in thy fight : Bebold there came fire
from heaven, and burnt up the two captoins with the
former fifties y O let my life be precious in thy fight.

Let us pray for tLE diverfion of fuch judgments, but
endeavour to form our {pirits to a preparednefs for the
whole good pleafure of God; and bring them to a

~ conditional fubmiffion to the divine will, as to our

own fhare in any national deliverance we pray for.
We muft own that we deferve, that the over-flowing
fcourge thould not pafs away from us, and that we
know not whether it fhall or no ; but we ought to pray
alway, Father, glorify thine own name, and help us
to glorify it; and let us be pleafed that thou fhouldeft
do fo, in thine own way ; which we are not compe-
tent judges of. We lie at thy foot, and own that thou
art juft, and wife, and holy, and infinitely fo : Lord,
{ave us, if it ke confiftent W1t11 thy glory to fave fich
a penple and help us to adore thee in the way of thy
unfearchable judgments, if by that method thou wilt
glorify thyfelf. We are not fit to judge of God’s
works of providence ;5 nor can we comprehend how
far his glory, in the ac-::{:amphmmfnt of his great and
cternal purpofes, may be fubferved and promoted by
ﬁlch temporal ¢alamities, as we would deprecate.

4. Let us thankfully own our prefent fafety, our
prefervation hitherto, that when others have been de-
ftroyed, we are yet fpared.  God manifefted glorious
power in making the earth to fhake; but it was free

“ mercy that it {hd but thake and tremhlf: in our ifland.

His fovereign mercy has hitherto made a difference be-

, tWeen us and other people : we are {pared, when other

coun-
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countries are deftroyed. Let us ftand, and behold the
feverity of God on them ; but adore his goodnefs un-
to us, that we are not furprized in our fins. He is
righteous in all his ways, and holy in all his works.
He is a God of truth, and without iniquity ; juft and
right is he. So we muft own him in his molt terrible
judgments on others. But to us he isa God of pati-
ence and long-fuffering, and fo we muft acknowledge
and adore him. How did the Iiraelites triumph in
the God of their falvation, when they efcaped, and the
Egyptians were drowned ? Why might not thofe of
Jamaica and Sicily, have been warned by our exam-
ple, as we are admonifthed b theirs ? How isit, that

. God has not enlarged, or repeated the commiffion of
the Earthquake zmong us, that did but gently give
us notice-of what he might have done? Let us blefs
God, that he did not fhake the earth, fo as to open
and fwallow us up quick ; and that he has not repeat-
ed it, becaufe of our provoking fecurity fince: let us
be thankful, that when our houfes rolled, they did

. not tumble.

To fome countries, and fome people, he is known
by the judgments that hc execu’es; .but to us and ours
by the judgments that he diverts. To us he is known
by his adorable long-fuffering, by his manifold deli-
verances, notwithftandng our repeited, aggravated

+ crimes, fo as to make us even the wonder of the
world : for fo we are, in that, having fuch enemies,
and fuch national guilt, we have yet {o many national
bleffings, to commemorate from time to time; and
the hiberty of doing fo in publick affemblies., God
makes himfelf known to our neighbours round about,
by the calamities of war, by the barbarity of foldiers,
and the fury of the oppreffor ; and to others in remote
countries, by defolating earthquakes : but fo us, by
merciful prefervations, and many of the.bleffings of
peace. To Amalek, and Edom, and Babylon, he is

nown by deftruétive judgments ; but in judah, and
in Jerufalem;, and.in Sion his dwelling-vlace, he makes
himfelf known in another manner, Though the pro-

T il ] . fe{,
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feflion of the truth, and the knowledge and worthip
of the true God in any place, is no fufficient fecurity
againft fuch a judgment : for how terribly was Anti-
och (where the difciples were firft called Chriftians)
afflicted with Earthquakes ; and fome of the famous
feven cities, whence the Afian churches are denomi-'
nated, deftroyed by Earthquakes?

As to Antioch, we read, that in the emperor * Tra-
jan’s time, 4. D. 115, ‘or, according to others, Amno
111, who fucceeded Nerva in the Roman empire, af-
ter his conquefts in Armenia, and his obtaining the
title of Optimus, he returned to Antioch, and there
made fome ftay, but was affrighted with a moft ter-
rible Earthquake, which afflited other cities, but
efpecially this, in an unheard-of manner. By the fall
of houfes, and rubbifh, and other means, a vaft num-
ber of people perithed ; fo that the town being full
of ftrangers, who came thither for law-fuits, upon
meflages, or other bufinefs, the court being then there
all the winter, there was no nation, that received not
lofs from fo great a calamity. Trajan himfelf efcaped -
out of a window, being, it is faid, drawn out by one
of a more than human proportion. And though the
Earthquakes cealed, he continued in the open air for
many days. The hill Corafius was fo thaken, that its
higher parts fell down, and it looked as if it would
tumble on the city. Other mountains were levelled
waters broke out where none before appeared ; and
fountains which formerly poured out wat rf.:ﬂ:c:p-

ped up. %

‘About the fame time, in Trajan’s timﬁoﬁps“-
mentions 103 cities of Afia overturned by Earth-
quakes. And, afterwards, 1n Juftinian’s time 5, Clu-®~~-»

verius -mentions another Earthquake at Antioch, that
deftroyed above 40,000, And by ® another Earth-

3 Howel's General Hift. vol. 2. p. 883. Dion. Calll Trajan. cap.

18. Dio Xiphilin. Le Sieur Hift. d el’ Eglife, An. de. N. S. 1135,
4 P. Orohi Hift, 1. 7, cap. 12.
5 Cluverius ad An. Dom. 528.
¢ ]bid. ad An. Dom. 602.
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quake there, fixty-one years after the former, in the
time of the emperor Mauritius, 60,000 perithed.

The prefervation of our city and nation, while
others were deffroyed by this judgment formerly, and
of late, thould make us thankful. The like may
be amplified as to particular families and perfous : the
bright fide of the cloud is to thee, while the dark one
1s to others: as a God of juftice and feverity he ap-
pears to others, as a God of grace and compafiion to
thee.

How many falvations has God wrought for us of
late, for this nation, and for this city ; prolonging our
tranqulillty and peace, and keeping off publick cala-
mities from us ! How often has he difappointed and
defeated our enemies defigns and attempts againft us!
It is well if our ingratimde do not, at laft, provoke
him to fay, as to his ancient people, Judg. x. 11..12,
13. Did I not deliver you froin thé Egyptians 2 &c. 2et

you have forfaken e, therefore will I deliver you no
more.

- 6. Let it awaken us to clear up our intereft in God,
as our only refuge and fhelter. If he be our God
in covenant, we need not fear, though the earth be
removed, and the mountains be caft into the feay
though the waters thereof roar and be troubled, though
the mountains shake with the fwelling thereof, Plal. xlvi.
1. Our hearts may b cftablithed and fixed, trufting in
the Lord, {o as not to fear any evil tidings, Pfal. cxii. - %
8. We may poficfs our fouls in peace; for God will
keep them in perfeit peace, whofe minds are fayed on the
Lord, fa. xxvi. 3. They may fay when it thunders,
it is the voice of my Fathe~, and when the earth tiem-
bles, it is the tread of his foot : or, with David, The
Lord is my refuge, the Lord is my babitation, what need
I be afraid? Pfal. xci. g. A refuge is a place of re-
treat and fafety in a time Of war: an habitation is a
place of abode in a time of peace: at all times and in
all conditions fuch are provided for: the Lord is my

D3 biding-
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biding-place and my fhield, therefore will I baope in bis
word, Plal. cxix. 114. He’will either keep me out
of danger, or defend me when I am expofed to it : ei-
ther what I fear fhall not overtake me, God will be
m hiding-place; or, if it do come, it fhall not hurt
me, God will be my fhield.

He has promifed to be with me in the fire, and
in the water: He has bid me not to be difmayed ;
for I am with thee, I am thy God, I will ffrengthen
and belp thee, and uphold thee with the right band
of my righteoufnefs, Ia. xli. 10. and xlii. 2. He
will cover me with his feathers, and under his wings
I hall be fafe: I may abide under his thadow, and
dwell fafely from the fear of evil. "Now it is one
great end of fuch extraordinary appearances of God,
to bring men to adore and {eek after God : Joel
1. 30. I will [bew wonders in the beavens, and in
the earth, &c. before the great and terrible day of the
Lord ; and whofvever shall call on his name, [ball be
faved. ;

Our bufinefs therefore is to make peace with God ;
to atquaint ourfelves with God, and be at peace with
him ; and then good fhall come unto us, and zbe A/-
mighty bim[elf fhall be our defence, {o as we need not fear,
Joh xxii.21. Let what will come to pafs, fuch fhall
be fafe who are under the covenant-love and care of
God. And it is his prefence alone is able tofecure us.
Good men have always thought {o, even when they had
the greateft affiftance for outward fecurity : O Lord, we
reft on thee alowe, {ays Afa, 2 Chron. xiv. 8. When
he had an army that baré targets and fpears out of
Judah, to the numberof 300,000, and near as many
out of Benjamin, that bare [hields and drew bows, viz.
280,000 ; yet he overlooks all this, and refts on God
alone. So did Jehofaphat, 2 Chron, xvii. 14, 15, 16,
with an army of 1,160,000 fighting men, befides his
garrifons ; and yet chap. xx. 12. he fays, W bave no
wicht againft tholc that come cgainft us, but our eyes are

unro
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unto thee. 1,160,000 fighting men in the field, and
yet had no might but what he expeéted from the pre-
fence of God. Al our ftability and fafety depends up-
on God as our keeper. If it be asked, 1s it in your ar-

mies, and officers, and commanders ¢ they muit fay,
" no, itisnotinus. Is itin your fleets, and navies, and
admirals ? It muft be faid, it is not in them. Is it in.
your allies and confederates ? It muft be faid ftill, it is
not in them. In your caftles, and garrifons, and fortifi-
cations, in the fituation of your country, or the num-
bers of your people ? &c. It is not in them. In no
human power, policy, cunning, cnrrﬂfpondenmes
abroad, or councils at home ; nothmg but in God, who
1s the keeper of Ifrael ; and therefore to be at peace
with him is our only fafety.

If ‘he be our rock and refuge, we may  depend on
him, and find fecurity; all other foundations and
buildings are weak and tottering ; but the foundaticn
of God ftands fure : The Lord knoweth who are his,
and he can and will take care of them, though the
earth tremble under your feet, or you fink into the
bowels of it. He can own and diftinguifh you even in
fuch a calamity, by a temporal falvation, as 4». 15835,
when a certain hill near Berne in Switzerland, was vig.
lently removed by an earthquake, and covered a whole
village that had go families in it, one half houfc only
excepted, wherein the mafter of the family was pray-
ing with his wife and children : ¢ Polanus relates it,
who lived in thofe parts. By an Earthquake at Con-
ftantinople, wherein 13,000 men perithed, 4. 1509,
many of the Turkith mofques fell, but the Chriftian
temples ftood firm. 7 And other inftances may be
given of the like,

6 Polani Syntagma, p. 841.

7 An. 1663. m infula Canada horrendi terrz motus fentiuntur.
Hzc tcn&peﬂas ingentem Terrarum tratum infeftavit : & Barba-
ros, Chrifianis interim incolimious, gravi damno ‘afiecit. Cluve-

fius, p. 168,
i D 4 s God
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God is an unchangeable refuge, and by ‘intereft in
himm we are fure of a building not made with hands,
cternal in the heavens. Though our earthly dwellings
fhould be fwallowed up, our fouls are fafe, our por«
tion is fecure : for when this earthly tabernacle is dif
{folved into duft, by that or any other calamity, yet
fhall we not mifs of eternal bleflednefs in the h:avenly
nanfions : And there are no ftorms or tempefts, no
commotions or tremblings there.

bR R RO SR R R RO RO RORORORC LR RO ROT R0,
CoH-AP. THE

Ve ought not to cenfure others, becaufe of fuch calamities,
as greater finners than thofe who efcape : much lefs
Should we pafs a judginent on their eternal flate, becaufe -
they are cut off [uddenly by a temporal judgment.

T O apply this: 1. Let us not. then excufe or
encourage ourfelves, by cenfuring others, as
greater {inners than we, on whom more terrible judg-
nients have been inflicted : for except we repent, we
muft alfo perith. This is the exprefs declaration of
Chrift, upon the account given him of thofe on whom
the tower of Siloam fell, and of the Galileans, whofe
blood Filate had mingled with their facrifices, Luke
- xiit. 5. As to thefe Galileans their crime is not cer-
tain : fome think they brought this judgment upon
themfelves by their feditien, as confpiring againft
the Roman Government ; intermixing fome acts of re-
ligion as the bond of their confpiracy ; which Pilate
hearing of, {urprized them inthe aét, and put them to
death : others think they were the followers of Judas

of Galilee, mentioned 4% v. who feduced many from
their obedience to the Roman emperoer ; and that they

were Jews coming up to the paflover to facrifice, and
there he fell upon them. Others fuppofe them to be Sa-
maritaps, and that they were {lain, worfhipping in their

temple
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temple on mount Gerizim ; but called Galileans, from
Judas the head of the faétion: and the hatred of the
Jews againft the Samaritans might occafion that fevere
and bitter cenfure. Whatever the occafion was of their
fufferings, our Lord condemns the cenfure of them as
greater f{inners on-that account ; for tho’ fometimes
men guilty of provoking fins, are followed with fuch
remarkable judgments, that it would be ftupid impiety
not to obierve the hand of God therein, as in the cafe
of Herod, Aés xii. &e. yet God may choofe out fome
to be examples and warnings to others, who are not
greater finners than they. °Tis true, fome mens fins
are fo vifible, as to be open before-hand, going before
to judgment, as the apoftle fpeaks, 1 T#m. v, 26 (They
are mesdfuner, manifelt to the judgment of all men,
before they come to be laid open at the laft day : they go
to judgment before the finners themfelves are brought
-thither.) When fuch notorious crimes are followed
with extroaordinary punifthments, the connetion and
relation between them muft not be denied : but other-
wifc we fhould judge charitably of the fufferers. (

We muft not make a rath and hafty judgment of the
providences of God, or interpret the voice of his rod
by uncerrain guefles of our own. We may eafily be
too curious in prying into the fecrets of providence;
for his judgments are a great deep; and of many of
them we may fay with Afaph, whenI thoughtto know
this, it was too wonderful for me. He hath nor
thought fitto giveus afull account of all hisdefigns and
ends, why fuch who are not greater finners than others,
are fometimes punifhed more. In fuch enquiries we
fhall foon get out of our depth, fo as to fwimin diffa-
tisfaction, or fink into diftruft, if we {uffer our curio-
fity to ftretch itfelf too far.

Therefore after Solomon had told us, Ecclef. vii. 12,
that there is a juft man who perithes in his righteoui-
nefs, and a wicked man on the contrary who prolong-
eth his life in his wickednefs; he adds in the nex:
verfe, Be ot righteous over-much, nor make thyfelf over-

wife :
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wife: that is, do not think thyfelf'more righteous than
the perfon to whom fuch a judgment befals ; nor make
thylelt over wife, 7. e. do not pretend to be able infal-
libly to expound this riddle, and to know the meaning
of divine providence in fuch a difpenfation; for one e-
vent may befal the righteous and the wicked, Ecclef. ix.
11. The great apoftle may have his hand arrefted with
a viper ; and yet none but Barbarians would conclude,
upon that account, that he is followed with divine ven-
geance, Acts xxvii. 4.

We read of 24,000 killed by the fall of a wall at
Aphek, 1 Kings xx. 30. As fometimes appeals have
“made to God in the h:gh places of the field, and yet
“the {uccefs of the war hath not always been on the Juﬁer
fide. The Benjamites were engaged in an.ill caule,
and yet were victorious over the other tribes, Judg. xx.
The ark of God hath been taken by the Philiftines.
Children are fometimes cut off for the fins of parents,
as 1 Kings xv. 30. chap. xvi. and xvii.

God atts as a fovereign in thefe things. The fuck-
ing infants of Babylon muft perith by tbe {fword, and
their brains be dafhed out: and the little children of
Sodom and Gomorrah were burnt with their parents,
by fire from heaven: concerning which God f{aith,
Ezek. xvi. 20. [ took away young and old, as I [aw good.
He doth what he pleafeth, and who can fay unto him,.
What doft thou ? He doth not think fit to give us now
a full account of all his matters, or to fay all that he
can in juftification of his prefent providence, Job xxxiii.
13. la. xlvi. g. Dan. iv. 34. But the great day of the
revelation of the righteous judgment of Ged, will unriddle
all thefe things, and fcatter all thofe clouds, and re-
move all thofe difficulties that now puzzle us.

Much lefs thould we conclude concerning their eter-
nal ftate, who are cut off by {fome temporal judgment.
We have no warrant or authority to fit as coroners on
the fouls of deceafed perfons. It would be very un-
charitable to conclude, that all the Ifraelites were fhut
-out of heaven, who died in the wildernefs, and by the
: righteous
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righteous judgment of God were not permitted to enter
into Canaan: or that the inquifitive Bethfhemites, or
Uzza, and others that have been ftruck dead for un-
warrantable actiens, did perifh to eternity. There is a
veil of darknefs upon many fuch works of providence :
but whai we know not now, we fhall knew bereafter, John
xiil. 7. Good Jofiah may die in a battel as well as
wicked Ahab; and Nebuchadnezzar may have a prof-
perous reign of 40 years as well as David, Eternal
love and hatred are not known by thefe things. We
muft not conclude a man to be certainly wicked, be-
caufe he is cut off by a fudden death, or doth not go
to his grave in peace.

Think not, lays Chrift, that they were greater finners
than others, who were thus {uddenly and exemplarily
cut off; that is, you cannot for that reafon, and barely
on that cccount, fo fuppofe and judge of them. He
doth not deny that they were greater finners, but only
zfferts that their greater {fufferings will not prove that
they were fo : for it is agreeable enough to the wifdom
of divine government, (or of any government) chat,
when many perfons are equally guilty, fome may be
felected to be examples and warnings to others, when
others no lefs criminal are fpared. Other nations, as
bad as Sodom and Gomorrah, have not been dcitroyed
by fire from heaven. 'We muit adore divine juftice in
the punifhment of a wicked people, but his fovereignty
muft be owned in the choice of fubjeéts. We fhould
be wvery partial to ourfelves, and uncharitable to our
neighbours and br:thren, if we conclude them to be
greater finners than we, becaufe they have fuffered
more. I repeat this, as knowing that we are very apt
to condemn fuch perfons, who are thus examples in
fuffering, and to hug ourfelves as more righteons than
they, becaufe we are {pared.

But as to ourfelves, and our own cafe, we ought to
know that God will not always bear to have his merei-
ful warnjngs contemned, to have numberlefs extraor-

dinary
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" dinary mercies abufed, to have leffer judgments upon
ms, and his more remarkable feverity upon others, dif-
regarded, We ought ftill to remember and confider
it, that, Except we repent, we are like to perifh.

R e S R e
CH AP TV,

What fear of evils to come is lawful, how far a duty, and
when finful.  Of the penal fear of future calamity : in-
ftances of it as a divine punithment. What little
ground we bave to expelt a much longer yeprieve; we
have none jfor {ecurity and confidence. 7he doubt-
fulnefs of our cafe fhould awaken our utmoft concern
and care to prevent defiruciion.

2. ¥ ET ustherefore apprehend the cafe to be exceed-

ing hazardous as to our city and nation ; when
we have had fo many warnings, and are not aw.kened
to repentance and reformation. Befides the natural
fear of approaching evil, which is not to be condemn- .
ed as a fault, becaufe inevitable, there is a finful fear
of evils to come, and of the tidings of them; proceed-
ing either from ignorance of God, forgetfulneis of his
care, or diftruft of his providence, or as unfuitable to
the nature, kind, and degree, and duration of the evils
we apprehend : fuch a fear, as hinders us in the per-
formance of our prefent duty, .that infeebles our {pirits,
and weakens our hands as to the ufe of lawful means ;
or puts us upon the ufe of prohibited unlawful ones :
iuch a fear, as takes off the f{weetnefs of our prefent
mercies, by the apprehenfion and fear of future evil 3
whereby we reflect upon God’s government, and over-
look his promifes of fupport and deliverance, and be-

come unprepared to encounter the evils, that we may
be called to fuffer.

However,
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However, there is a fear of probable, threatened,
and approaching calamity, that is both allowable and
commendable ; a fear of caution and circumfpection,
to excite us to prepare for the worft ; to put on our ar-
mour, and make provifion for an evil day. David
wanted fuch a fear, when he faid within hunfelf, that
his mountain was {o ftrong that it could not be moved,
Pfal. xxx. 6. Itis fuch a fear, as is oppofite to finful
prefumption and hardnefs of heart. And therefore 4/~
Jed is the man that feareth always, in this fenfe, Prov.
xxviii 14. But he that is fearlefs, and hardeneth his
heart, fhall fall into mifchief. "We may and ought fo
far to fear, and apprehend the pofiibility, and fometimes
the likelihood of bearing our fhare in the like fuffer-
ings, as our brethren feel, {o as may prevent our fecu-
rity, and fettling onour lees, and a foolith confidence,
that the cup of trembling, which our brethren have
drunk fo deep of, fhall never be put into our hands
It may farther be confidered, that there is alfo a pe-
nal fear of future evils, which God inflits as a punith-
v ment on fuch with whom he is difpleafed : Deut. xxviii.
64, 65. The Lord fball [cotter thee among all people, from
the one end of 1he earth even to the other 5 and, there thou
foalt ferve other Gods, which neither thou nor thy fathers
kave known, even wood and flone. And among thefe nations
; Sbalt thou find no eafe, neither fhall ibe fole of thy foot have
©reft : but the Lord fball give thee there a trembling beart,
and failing of eyes, and forirow of mind. 'The wicked na-
tions which inhabited the promifed land, were driven
out by fuch fears : for thefe feem to be the hornets, that
God fent amongft the Canaanites, and Amorites, to
drive them out of the land, Jofh. xxiv. 11, 12. Exod.
xxill. 27, 28. There are many expreflions to this pur-
pofe in the beok of Job, chap, xv.21, 22, 24. and
xviil. 5. Jer.vi. 25. and xx. 2. and xlix. 29. Jfa
xxviii. 2. compared with 2 Kings xvi. begin. Jer. xxii.
1. Exek. xxx. g, 10.
But this is quite another thing frem what Iam per-

{uading to : for we have probable grounds to fear, what
God
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God may do as to this nation and city : we have look-
ed for peace, that great comprehenfive blefling, and
as yet no good comes: Wwe are engaged in a war, that
none can tell how, or when it fhall be determined. We
look for a time of bealing, but our phyficians hitherto
have been of /ittle value : our wounds are not healed,
and we know not when they will : the’ we have much
to be thankful for, we have caufe enough to be hum-
bled, and to fear : rejoice we may, on fome accounts,
but yet rejoice with Irfméfmg :

Though God be long ' efore he comes to take ven-
geance ; tho”he may reprieve us for a little while longer,
tho’ he have done fo wonderfully hitherto, beyond what
we could expect ; yet we cannot thence conclude, that
he will always fpare, that he will not firike. The con-
fidence of fome in our forces and confederates, and
fleets and armies; fo many tried foldiers, and fuch ac-
complifhed officers, and " experienced generals, and
mighty preparations by feaand land ; and the confidence
of others, upon bold ll]tLI'PlE,tuleﬂS of fcripture pro-
phecies, with particular application of them to our
ifland, are not of weight enough, to hinder our fears
from being juft. God may fuddenly cover the heavens
with darknefs, and confute all our vain prefumptions
in a month or two, when we expett it not.

What God has done againit others, he may as right-
eoufly do againft us, if we defpife his Judﬂrn*ents and
go on in the like fins. Bebold, ye defpifers, wonder, and
perifhy, Acts, xiit. 41. Behold what I have dt:me in
other places, and can do againft you: For I work a
work in your days, a work which you fhall in no wife be-
lieve, though a man declave it unto youw. Men little
thought that Jerufalem fhould have been deftroyed, as
it was, as little as we expect England, or London, to
be afcene of calamity. But we may live to fee fuch
effets of it, ay'may make our eyes and hearts fail, be-
fore God has completed his work. Lem. ii. 18, 19.

If the prophet cried, My bowels, my bowels, I am
pained at the beart, my beart makéth a noife within me

g can-
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I cannot hold my peace, becaufe thou haft beard, O my
Soud, the found of the trumpet, the alarum of war, Jer.
iv. 19. Much more may we fay fo of the fear of an
earthquake, which is unfpeakably more terrible ; when
every man finks with his own houfe, as his fepulchral
monument ; when the roofs fall upon our heads, and
the floors cleave under our feet ; and, whether by day
or night, tables, and beds, are fuddenly cruthed into
the diforders of a grave, and the inhabitants perith at
once with their habitations.

I know the moft do not love to hear of fuch things,
but peace and plenty, victory and fuccefs, liberty and
profperity ; and they are ready to fay, you difcourage
and difhearten men. But if a city or town be on fire,
or like to be fo, muft we not difcourage men by telling
of it? Itistrue, God may fave us by prerogative; but
if he proceed by common law, according to the com-
mon rules by whichhe has acted towards other nations,
we muft repent, or may expect to be deftroyed.

God now feems to call us to weeping, and mourn-
ing, and fackloth, and athes ; but how little of fuch a
{pirit is found ﬂ.mOI]Uﬂ: us ?  Behold joy and gfadmﬁ,
flaying oxen, and .{’zfﬁ'mg fheep, eating flelb ﬂﬁd drinking wine,
(aying, Let us eat and drink, for to morrew we fhall die,
Ifa. xxii. 12, 13. But whatfollows in ver. 14. It was
revealed in mine ears by the Lord of Hofts, {ays the pro-
‘phet, Surely this iniquity shall not be purged from you il
you die, fays the Lord of Hefls.

If the matter be' doubtful, whether God. will pre-
ferve and fave ut or no, the very poflible fuppofition
that he may pot, fhould awaken a moft ferious con-
cern. Is there but an it may be that the Lord will be
gracious and {pare us ? Is it uncertain 2 Is there but a
peradventure ? Cannot we tell whether the Lord will
turn from his fierce anger againft us, or no? How

“fhould we be concerned tolook about us! What if our
“unthankfulnefs, and profanenefs, and formality, and
- divifions, our unwillingnefs to be healed, after all the
overtures and opportunities that have been before us

o b
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what if our infidelity and Sadducifm, grofs impuritiess
and more provoking gofpel-fins, fhould make God re-
folve to caft us off; and call this 1land, that has been
Immanuel’s land {o long, Lo-ammi, Lo-ruamab, a people
forfaken of the Lord ? What if England, Scotland,
and Ireland, thould be a feat of war and a field of blood,
as well as other parts of Furope, that never finned
againft fuch light, fuch warnings, and fuch obligations
as we have? What if a fudden Earthquake fhould
fwallow up a great part of thefe countries, as it hath
of others ¢ Why may not the very dregs of the cup
be referved for us, who have been incorrigible under
all the methods of divine providence to reform us ?
What certainty have we that it fhall not be fo ? Where
15 the ground of our confidence ? 'What affurance have
we that God will {pare much longer 7 What ftrong
reafons can we produce for the entail of liberty, peace,
and plenty ? There needs no Spirit of prophecy to de-
clare our “danger, confidering our guilt, but a more
ferious, and more general fpirit of humiliation, prayer,
and reformation to be poured out, to prevent it.

God has waited long, and tried us by various me-
thods of mercy and judgment ; he has manifefted how
loth he is to deftroy us, and therefore gives us many
admonitions and items, formerly, and of late. He
calls loud and often, by manifold warnings ; he lifts
up his hand on high, as if he would flrike, that we
might turn to the Lord, and preventit: he fhakes the
city and threatens the nation, but has not yet delivered
us over to utter ruin. - He tells us, by the examples of
others, what he can do with us, and what we may ex-
pect if we will go on.  He doubles and trebles his mef-
fages by the voice of his prophets, and by the voice of
his providence. e calls us by what he hath done a-
broad, and by what he hath done at home, to repent
and turn to the Lord, left iniquity prove our ruin : but
have we not reafon to fear that all his kindnefs and pa-
tience has but hardened us the more, and rencered us
the more incorrigible, and ripe for ruin? We continue

' our
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our rebellions againft him, as if we were fure he would
never be weary of repenting,

Being often reproved, and warned, and delivered,
and yet impenitent, ought we not to fear, left we be
Juddenly deftroyed, and that without vemedy ? How many
countries and cities have been {o?f Hc:w many former
‘inftances, and later ones, may be mentioned ? And if
-we are {pared, it is mere fovereignty and prerogative.

o RotototeRogope goioRooosciotatortpote Reo e deto o

CH AP,V

Of God’s unwillingnels #p deftroy a people. Hofea xi.
8, 9. explained, paraphrafed, and applied to our nation
and city : How fhall I give thee up, Ephraim ? &e. -
Abrabam’s pleading with God for Sedow and Gemorrah,
Gen. xvill. Moral caufes why we may ex el and fear
national and publick calamiiics.

T is the language of divine providence to us, as to
his ancient people, Hof. xi. 8, g. How fball I give
thee up, Epbraiin?2 Hew fball I deliver thee, Ifroel 2
How fha!l I make thee as Adweoh 2 How fball I fet thee
as Zeboim 2 Mine beart is turned within me, my repent-
ings are kindled togethor. 1 will not execute the fercenefs
of mine angery I will not return to deftroy Epbraim ; for
I am God and not man, the Holy One of Ifracl, in the midft
of thee. He denounced du‘:mml _]ufh*mfints for their
~ ingratitude, ver. 5 6, 7. but when it comes to the ex-
ecution, heis lothto e“im}r s How fhall I give theeup 2
To thCh it is aniwered, © My beart is turned within
¢ me, my | heart is turne againf{t that determination of
< judgment I feemed to refolvé on; or my heart is re-
¢ turned to pity and cmnpa on _tha,t I cannot execute
¢ my threatened vengeance.’ w fball I deliver thee
up, O Ifrael?2 To whichitis anfwciﬁd ¢ My repentings
¢ are kindled together ; that is, my bo‘vcls yearn  to-
¢ wards-you ftill : as lictle as you deferve any {avour or
E ¢ cam-

-
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¢ compaffion at my hands, I am inclined to r-:pnevc
¢ and fpare you 2 whlle longer, to give you fpace and
¢ and time to repent.” How fball Imake thee as Admab,
one of the cities of the plain, that was utterly deﬁrﬂyed
with fire and brimftone from heaven, with Sodom and
Gomorrah? Unto which it is anfwered, ¢ [ will not ex-
¢ ecute the fiercenefs of mine anger, as I did againit that
¢ wicked city.” How fball I [et thee as Zeboimn ? another
of thofe wicked cities, which the Lord overthrew in bis
anger and bis wrath, Gen. xix. 24. To which it is an-
fwered, ¢ I will not return to deftroy Epbraim, Iwill not
¢ make a full end of bim, for I am God and not man;, not
of an hafty, paffionate, revengeful temper, as men
who are injured and affronted, ~and pmvaked by one
another. I delight in mercy, T bave the patience of @
Ged as well as the power ; and #herefore you are not
confumed, Mal. iil. 6. I am the Holy One of Ifrael, a
God in covenant with your fathers, and have promifed
to be fo with their pofterity : I am the Holy One of
Urael, 7 the midft of thee : you are called by my name,

and T am yet among$t you by the tokens of my pre-
fence 5 1 am therefore loth to leave you, utterly to
¢ leave you to deftruction.

- You have the like expreffion, Hof. vi. 4. O Ifrael,
what (ball I do unto thee? O Fuda, what (ball Ido unto
thee 2 for your goodnefs is as the ?ﬂﬁ?‘ﬁfﬂg cloud, and the
f{‘-‘ﬂ_r}' dew, ff at paffeth away : thatis, ¢ J am lothte

¢ punifh you with deftruétive judgments, but what
¢ thall I do to prevent it? O Ifrael, O Fudab, what
¢ would you have me to do ? Would you have me ne-
¢ glect the honour of my government, and be an idle
¢ {pettator of all the afffonts that you have offered me ?
¢ Mutt I repeal my law, and throw afide my fceptre,
¢ and tamely fuffer the r:ghts of my throne to be in-
¢ croached on, and trampled under foot ? Muft I re-
¢ folve to {uffer you to go on in your hypocrify, and
¢ idolatry, and fhameful backflidings, without tefti-
¢ fying my difpleafure ? I have done much to warn

¢ you, to awaken you, to reform you, to prevent your
: rum '
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ruin. -I am inclined to pity, I am unwilling to de-
ftroy : but, O Ifrael, what [ball I de unto thee? You
will not be purged, you will not be healed, you will
not be gathered, yox will die. And yet mercy inter-
pofes again, before the {troke is given; How fball I
give thee up, O Epbraim ? Muflt I, after all, give
orders for thy deftruction? How fhall Tdoit 2 Tho’
thou deferveft to be forfaken by my mercy, which
thou halt abufed, and feized by my juftice, which
thou haft pmvoked yet how fhall I ﬁnd in my heart
to permit it ? Thnugh I can hardly tell how to bear
with thee any longer, or with honour to my name
and government, to delay the execution of that de-
ftruttive vengeance, threatened on my part, and de-
ferved on thine; yet, O Epbraim, my dear fon, how
¢ fball I give thee up? O Ifracl, the pofterity of my
¢ ancient friend Jacob, bow [hall I deliver thee over to
¢ final ruin 2’
In anfwer to this, fays God, ¢ My heart is turned
within me, my repentings are kindled together 5 1. €.
I find fuch ftrugglings of compaflion in my heart to-
wards thee, that I know not how to execute what I
have threatened : my repentings are kindled, 1 begin to
repent of the evil that I had threatened to inflict : or
my repentings are kindled together y that is, all the
thoughts and arguments that might perfuade me to
repent of my threatened wrath, and keep back de-
ftruction, they are all muftered together, to prevent
the ftroke.’
Thus does the blefled God condefcend to befpeak us
after the manner of mew, and like a tender-hearted and
compaffionate parent, who is loth to difinherit even a
rebellious and difobedient fon. His kindnefs contends
againft his anger ; his mercy pleads again{t his juftice 5
the one denounceth wrath, the other begs a reprieve;
the one threatens de{bhtmn the other interpofes to
prevent it : My beart is turned within me, ond my ¥e-
pentings are kindled 5 thercfore I will not give thee up,
I will not execute the fiercenefs of mine anger, I will
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not return to deftroy Ephraim, I will not make a full
end of him ; for I am God and not man, &c.

God has evidenced this to us, and others, by unde-

niable proofs, in that notwithftanding the provocations
of a people, he is ready to repent of his threatened
judgments upon their repentance, and return to him 3
and likewife in that, before he gives up fuch a people
to deftruction, he gives them frequent warnings by his
meflengers, and by his leffer judgments ; yea, though
his warnings are flighted, and his calls rejected, yet he
doth not prefently deftroy, but waits with much long-
fuffering, giving them time and fpace to repent ; and
fometimes appears to give unexpected deliverance, even
for bis cwn name fake; and doth alfo fpare and preferve
a remnant, in the moft general deftruction : and even,
at laft, doth not willingly abandon fuch a people to
utter ruin, but with reluctancy and regret, fo far as is
confiftent with the unchangeable purity and bleflednefs
of the Divine Majefty.
- Like a compafficnate judge, who doth not willingly
pafs the fentence of condemnation : if you will not re-
pent, you muft perith: if you will not be reformed
you muft be tndone : if you will not take warning,
you muft be forfaken. But, O Epbraim, how fhall I
give theeup 2 O Ifrael, what fhall 1 do untothee ? Othat
they knew the things that belong unto their peace, before
they be bid from their eyes! He figns the warrant, as it
were, for their exccution ; and then he retraéls the or-
der again: he gives commiffion for their deftruction,
and then recals 1t, and proves them yet a little longer.
If that will not do, but juftice renews her plea for ven-
geance, then mercy interpofes for-a delay. .

It was on this account God permitted Abraham to
plead with him fo familiarly for Sodom and Gomorrah,
and the cities of the plain ; God lets him fay-all thathe
could, he grants him every thing he would have : if
there be but ffty righteons perfons, wilt thou not fpare
them ? Gen, xviii. Zes, faith God, 7 wili: But, Lord,
peradventure there be forty, is not that number {uffi-

cight 2
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cient ? 2%s, fays God, that fhall do, if there be but
forty. But, Lord, it may be there are but zwenty, wilt
thou not fpare them for their fakes? Zes, for the fake
of twenty 1 will; fays God. Once more let me beg,
Lord, if there be but zen? Ay, if there be but ren
righteous perfons, I will {pare them. God was willing
to hear the utmoft Abraham could urge on their behalf,
as if he would have been glad to have met with an ar-
gument that might diffuade him from fo unpleafing a
work. God grants him fo often, and fo long, till the
holy patriarch was athamed to afk any further, or plead
any longer. So backward was God todeftroy, and fo
unwiliing to give up a people to utter ruin; and that
too, though fuch a wicked people as Sedom and Go-
morrah. ' -

In the iv. of Amos you find God impeached the
impenitence of that people under various warnings, and
lefler judgments; and mentions the aggravation of
each affliction, five feveral times, yet have you not re-
turned untd me faith the Lord. ‘Thereupon, to
awaken them to repentence, to prevent their ruin, he
pronounceth the riddle of a doom, Therefore thus will
Ldo unto thee, O Ifracl, not mentioning what he

- woulld do; Thus will I do unto thee. Thus, as T have

done unto other places, or worfe than I have ever done
to any ; thus will I do unto thee. It is a relative
without an antecedent ; itis a locked cabinet, and trea-
fure of judgment, without a key to open us a view
of particulars. No judgment is exprefled, that all
may be feared ; and all to be feared, that none may be
felt : Therefore prepare tomeet thy God, O Ifracl.

We have a great deal of reafon not to be fecure,
notwithftanding God’s unwillingnefs to deftroy. Na-
tional judgments are deferved, and threatened, and
may be juftly feared ; and nothing but repentance,
reformation, prayer, and union, and fuch other me-
thods as are defpifed and neglected, can {ecure, or pre-
S, :
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This is certain, that no fituation of our country, (or
any country, whether an ifland or ‘continent) can be
our fafety, if God be againft us. For what can pre-
ferve us from an Ea:ﬁnquakc, or a thoufand other
methods. of judgment, which God can employ ¢ All
that men expe& fuccnur, and deliverance, and pro-
tetion from, is in vain, if God be not engaged on our
behalf. All thofe things that we can truft to, are but
cyphers, if God be not on our fide.

The Aflyrian trufts in his mighty army, numerous
enough to drink up a river, Tfa, xxxvii. 24. and yet
the next news we hear of him, is, that God fendsan
angel, and'cuts off near 200,000 in one night. No
courage or valour, numbers or ﬁmngth, can availin a
time of war: no fkill or policy, (of the truth of this
every age affords inftances:) no external relation to
God by church-privileges, whereof the Jews are a fad
example ; no, nor any former deliverances God hath
wrought for us, are a ground of fecurity for the
fumre, without a thankful, and a IIDI}"I rovement
of them. ' Not many years after the prefervation of
the city of Niniveh, that city and people were de-
ﬂrmvci So 1t 1s threatned, Jofh. xxiv. 20. If you
ferfake the Lord, ke will turn againft you, and do you
burt, cind confume you, even :"ﬁf}" be bath done you good.
Fhe Rlodis thrﬁatentd Deut. xxvii. 63. If you forfake
the Lovd, be will rejoice over you to (’Lj}rw you, as be re-
joiced cver you to'do you goed. Though a city bedefended
by rocks and mountains, as Edom was; yet the
itrength and fituation of a-place, is no prefervative

againft divine judgment.

In two or three moments many thoufand, yea many
hundred thoufand people may be fwaliowed upby a fud-
den Earthquake, tumbling alive into one common grave,
buried before they are dead, with miferable cries, and
groans, and fhricks, till their breath be ftopped. And
whatever the wickednefs of other places may have been,
w}m have fmarted by fuch judgments, the aggravatmns

of
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of our fins in England, and London are fuch, asmay
make us fear the like, or worfe.

If they were nothing but the mifimprovement of our
paft mercies, we had reafon to fear it: for what blef-
fing is there more than ordinarily valuable, but we.
have had ;' If peace, if plenty, if viétory, if the Gof-
pel, we have had it. But what unanfwerable returns
have we made, under all fuch obligations ? All the
ways by which eminent mercies are abufed, and God
provoked, we have prattifed. Some cof thefe we have
not valued at all ; others we have foon forgotten: as to
fome, we have given the prmfe and glory not to God,
but to ourfelves, or our friends, or the inftruments r::f
conveyance ; fome (I fear the mnﬁ:) of thefe bleflings
we have mifimployed to the dithonour of God, and
therefore our very mercies may make us tremble,

Yea, further, that drowfinefs and {fecurity, and
{pirit: of flumber, that hath feemed to feize the ge-
nerality of profeffors amongft us at this day, is a juft
ground for our prefent fears; 1. e. the general uncon-
cernednefs about the ftate and pofture of things amongft
us, with relation to god’s prefence or departure. It
cannot be well with fuch a people, they cannot but be
in exceeding hazard, who when their neighbour’s houfe
is confumed to afhes, oris yet on fire, are faft afleep on
their beds. For this God threatens to fearch Jerufa-
lem with candles, to punifh the men that are {fettled on
their lees, who faid in their hearts, the Lord will not do
goodor evil, Zech.1.12.

E 4 CHAPR
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CHAP VI

Earthguakes wfually reckoned the fore-runners of cther
caiamities. We bave bad many figns and warnings 3
and a long feafon of divine forbearance ; though we are
guilty sf the like fins, as bave brought defirutive judg-
ments on other people. The land full of Sin, Publick

 focietics only punifbed in this world.

» U T to come more particularly to confiderthelate

J Earthquakes. - There are many things that fhould
affe& us with an holy awe and fear of God, and his
juigments, upon thole inftances of his feverity in Ja-
maica, in Sicily, and by the leffer one we felt Septem-
ber the 8th, 1692.

It is not to be averlooked, that moft of the ancient
hiftorians do obferve, that this kind of calamity has
been the prefage of further judgment. * And even
fuchas have no great kindnefs for religion, Machiavel
himfelf not excepted, have acknowledged this to be

8 Cicero fpeaking of an Earthquake, Orat. 30. de Harufpicum
Refponiis, ipeaks tothe like purpole: Etenim hzc deorum immor-
talinm vox, hec pant orado judicanda eft, cum ipfe mundus, cum
aer, atque terra, motu guodam novo contremiicunt, & inufitato
aliquid {ono, incredibilique pra:'fiicant; in quo conflituenda nobis
quideny {unt precationes & obiecratio, q‘uc:madmndum monemur.
Sed faciles funt preces apud eos, qui ultro nobis viam falutis often-
dant - noftrz nobis funt inter nos irz, difidizque placandz. And
in another place, difcourfing how in the fecond Punick war, C.
Flaminius negle€led the fign of futuriries, to the ruin of the re-

ublick, his army deftroyed, and himielf {flain: He adds, magnum
illud etiam, quod addidit Czlius, eo tempore ipfo, cum hoc ca-
lamitofum fuerit pralium, tantos terrz motus in Liguribus, Gallid,
complunbufque infulis, totaque in Italid, fallos efle, ut multa op-
pida corruerint, &c. De divinatione lib. 1. §. 35. And afterward,
§- 43 50 {peaking of other Earthqugk_es, he addsf_ngbus por-
tentis, magno populo R. bella, perniciofzque feditiones denun-
ciabantur. Inque his ommnibus re porfa harufpicum cum Sibylle
verfibus cnngruabznt.—ﬂnd in another place he reckons Earth-
quakes among thofe things ; Qu nuper bello Oétaviano magnarum
facrunt calamutatum pranunuz. Cicero denat, Deor. 1, 3. §. 13, 14.

true
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true as to matter of fa&,  Socrates ? in his ecclefiaftical
hiftory, {peaking of the Earthquakes that happened in
Bithynia, and the neighbouring countries, in the days
of Valentinian and Valens, takes notice of them as figns
of the thaking and convulfions, and tumults and dif-
orders, which fhould afterwards follow in the Chriftian
churches. * The whole known world, both land and
{ea, was then thaken, and its like the then unknown
too ; which might feem to be a prelude to the future
conflagration, or deftruction of the whole. Thucidides
mentions an Earthquake in Delos, which in the * me-
mory of the Grecians never fhook before ; that it was
interpreted for, and feemed to be afign of what wasto
come afterwards to pafs, in a2 moft bloody war.

We kncw that Earthquakes were foretold be-
fore the defltruétion of Jerufalem and the final
deftruction of the world, Adasz. xxiv. That there
thall be great Earthquakes in divers places. How far
- this may be underftood in a metaphorical fenfe, is
worth confidering : becaufe though fome of thofe figns
may be taken in a literal {enfe, -others cannot ; as how
the ftars fhould fall down from heaven. And the de-
clared fuddennefs of Chrift’s coming to judge the
world, pleads for the &r%plication of thefe illuftrious
figns to the deftrution of Jerufalem. And fo it was
_literally as to matter of faét, before the deftrution of
Jerufalem, as * Jofephus relates. So before the end of
the world, or the day of judgment, the laft of the laft
plagues, Rev. xvi. 18. we read of g great Earthquake,
fuch as was not fince men were on the earth, fo mighty an
Earthquoke, and fo great. -

I know many make light of thefe things, becaufe
they are capable of being folved by natural caufes,
But the hand of God is not to be overlooked in fuch
things, under whofe government and influence all na-
tural agents act, and are over-ruied as to the time and

® ‘Socrates Ecclef. Hift. 1. 4. c. ‘11.
* Thucidides de Bell. Pelop, 'L 2.
# De Bello Jud. L7, ¢, 12.
degree
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degree of their alting, efpecially fuch rare and unufual
inftances as Farthquakes. All fecond caufes in their
feveral motions need the continuation of the divine.
power and influence, in order to their operations, as
well as their fubfiftence. God ufes all creatures to
be the inftruments of his will, and to ferve his pur-
pofes. Natural agents, and moral, are all under his
direCtion.  Fire and bail, fnow and vapour, and flormy
- awind fulfil bis word, Plal. cxlviii. 8. Blafting and mil-
dew, drought and barrennefs, an infectious air, pefti-
lential difeafes, &7c. however brought about by natural
caufes, are under divine government, and act by virtue
of his influence. He gives order to the deffroying an-
gelin a peftilence, 2 Sam. xxiv, 16. He faith to the
Jword, Go through the land, Ezek. xiv. 17.

Now though I will not fay, that always thefe things
are. prefages of further calamity and judgment to a par-
ticular people; yet, becaufe they have ufually been fol-
lowed by fome {uch, and we have many other moral
prognoftications of divine difpleafure, it fhould call us
to a humble confideration of the grounds of our fear,
as to national calamities. And there are feveral things
(fome whereof are taken notice of by * others) that may
here very fitly be mentioned ; as,

1. That we have a multitude of fuch figns, as have
been generally efteemed the forerunners of public cala-
mity. It is not the late Earthquake alone, but in con-
junction with many other things, that is the ground of
oyr fear. And the more figns we have, and the more
they are defpifed, the louder is their voice, to thofe that
will confider them. - We had figns in the heavens in
1681. We have had Earthquakes of late in divers
places; and God has lately taken peace from the earth,
as to this part of the world, by engaging fo great a,
part of Europe in bloody wars: all which has the ap-
pearance of fome great things to be uthered in. I durft

3 Mr. Fleming’s difcousfe of Earthquakcﬁ, 8vo. fome of whofe
remaiks I here repeat. £% 5

not



[ 59 ]
not be confident, as many are, what they fhall be, or’ -
the particular year, or fealon of their accomplifhment ;
I choofe rather to acknowiedge my ignorance in pro-
phetic fcripture ; though divers learned perfons fay
more on that {ubject, than I am able to anfwer or re-
fute.

2. That the longer the time is of God s patience and
forbearance, with the diftinguifhing mercies and repeat-
ed warnings that we have had, the more terrible judg-
ments are like to follow, if we are unthankful and im-
penitent after all. Deliverances, if not improved, are
but -rf:privals from further judgment ; we may not be
fo much preferved and faved, as referved to greater
mifery. ‘That paffage feems to record our doom, Pfal.
cvi. 43. Many times did be deliver them 5 but Ibq}f pro-
voked him by their counfel, and were E:raﬂgbr low for their
iniquity. As God will not always contend, fo neither
will he always forbear. There is no greater fign of a
final overthrow, thana mifimprovement of paft mer-
cies and judgments : and if God be provoked by na-
tional fins, we cannot think his anger will be turned a-
way, while the caufe of it remains; that is as much as
to fay, Except we repent, we muft !zi&%{f perifh.. Tho'
a lefs repentance may prevent national jud gments than
will preferve from eternal ruin. .

Is it nothing unto us; that God has dealt fo feverely
with other people? W hen our privileges and obligations
are equal to, or greater, than theirs? There is hardly any
oneill I'ympmm that hasever been u pon any people, that
God has dealt in feverity with, but fomething of it is ob-
fervable and notorious amongft us. I grant, we muft not
et bounds to the patience of God any more than to his

ower : we know not how much lenger he may bear with
us, before he vindicate his own rights, or in what way,
or to what df:grﬂf: he will do {o, at leaft in our time.
But we have no'ground of confidence and fecurity; for
for while we fay, Peace, peace, fudden deftruétion;
yea, national deftru@ion may overtake us, as travail up-

on a woman with child, And the rather, bicaufe all

Mt | his
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his warnings hitherto feem to be flighted : our national
prefervation and deliverance, fo often repeated, has
not bettered us; but our provocations are rather the
more aggrava ed, by all that God has done to reform,
eftablith, and fave us. |
3. If we are guilty of the like fins with other peoples

who have been f{everely punithed by extraordinary
judgments, why may not our continued impenitence
expofe us to an equal punifhment ! And may not Eng-
land fay, Are there not with me, even with me, the fame
Jins againft the Lord 2 'The fame fins, for which others
have fmarted, and that with this aggravation, that we
fin againft more warnings ¢ God is unchangeably juft,
as well as gracious : it is fovereignty alone can preferve
us, by that he may do fo ; but who can tell whether
he will ? God hates the {fame f{ins in our days, which he
hated and punifhed formerly : he is as much, or more,
difpleafed with our impurities, as with thofe of other
people, that are deftroyed. He loves the fame holi-
nefs now, which he ever loved ; he is the fame yefter-
day, to-day, and for ever; and why fhould we think,
God fthould go out of his way to {pare us? As they
may encourage themfelves by trufting in Ged, wha -
have examples of God’s deliverance, in the like cafe
of holy truft in him ; fo they may fear, under the like
provocations, for which others have been punifhed.

" 4. When a land is fu/l of fin, and the whole body of
a nation, a very few excepted, have corrupted them-
felves, and provoked God ; confider, the punifbment of
fuch fins can be only in this world, while the community
lafts. This is not to be referved to the judgment of
the great day, when every particular perfon fhall an-
fwer for hisown guilt. And is not our nation full of
fin? Do not our provecations reach to heaven? Is
there not a fulnefs, as to number and multitude, as to
meafure and degree, that the children fill up the mea-
fure of their father’s iniquity ; and as to ftrength, and
growth, that it rifes higher; and as to cunning and
dexterity in the arts of wickednefs, in court, city,

country,
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country, univerfity, among all ranks and degrees ; and
as to boldnefs and impudence, by open bare-faced im-
piety ? Many of thofe crimes, which were formerly
matter of reproach and thame, are now a-la-mode, and
in fathion, and the character of a Gentleman.

Sddfedniloint b dednlodt SFERTFRFERLNESEEEES
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Moft flight fuch warnings. What was done in Fomaica,
bad [pecial relationto us in this ifland.  We in England
bave bad divers Earthquakes formerly, Their wicked-
nefs was great, foisours. Several Earthquakes bave
extended as far as ours, September 8th, tho’ felt be-

yond the [eas near the [ame time. Otber infiances of
Earthquakes in Europe. |

E ought to confider the extraordinary warnings
| that we have had by the late Earthquakes, in Ja-

# maica, June the #5th, 1692. and here at home, Sep-

tember the §th, and what we have lately heard concern-

.ing Sicily. This is the more to be attended to, becaufe

the moft are ready to afcribe all to natural caufes.
There is an atheiftical, ‘'and prophane {pirit vifible a-
mongft us, to difregard any thing of the hand of God
in thefe matters ; as if he did not dire¢t fuch a judg-
ment, to one place rather than another, and determine
and over-rule the time, and {eafon, and degree of it.
Confider what was done in Jamaica, had a fpecial re-
ference to this nation; the intereft, and theinhabitants
of that place, being purely Englith, and fo a part of
our nation, though at a diftance: which calls upon us
the more to lay it to heart. Neither is it to be de-
{pifed, that they in Jamaica had a forewarning by a
trembling of the earth, a little before that defolation
overtook them ; and foon after that, we had the warn-
ing of the Earthquake here : it followed {o clofe unon
the tidings of that in Jamaica, as to be very proper to

awakern
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awaken us to a deeper fenfe of it, and to make the
warning the more remarkable. So that God may fay
of us, as he did to Mofes, If they will not hearken to
the woice of the firft fin, they may yet hearken to the
waice of the fecond : and the difinal account fince that of
the Earthquake in Sicily, makes a zbird; if that of
Malta may not be reckoned a fourth.

We do not read of any inftance of Earthquakes be-
fore in that ifland of Jamaica, fince it was under the.
Englifh power, nor before while under the Spaniard :
but we have had feveral inftances of Earthquakes a-
mongft us formerly in England, and thefe parts of Eu-
rope, though more feldom than in the eaft; therefore
it is not unreafonable for us to expect and fear the like.

It is true, thofe countries which are very hot, or very

cold, are leaft fubje¢t to Earthquakes; and there-
fore it hath been matter of wonder in Egypt, or in
* Scythia, to have the earth tremble. Great Britain
and Ireland are reckoned among thofe parts of Europe
leaft liable to violent Earthquakes; and yet our hifto-
rians mention feveral ; as, '
— Awno dom. 1081. April 6. 1n the time of * King Wil-
liam the firft, (or the Conqueror) was an Earthquake
here with a great noife, in the 15th year of his reign;
and followed within a few years with many calamities.

In Henry the firft’s time °, the earth moved with fo
creat a violence, 'that many buildings were fhaken
down ; ‘and Malmefbury faith, that the houfe wherein
he fat, was lifted up with a double remove, and at the
third time fettled again in the proper place. And in
divers places it gave forth a hideous noife, and caft
forth flames at certain rifts many days together, which
neither by water, nor by other means could be "
fupprefled. In Lombardy the fame year, was an
Earthquake that continued for forty days, and remov-

4+ Herodot. . 4. § Matthew Paris. Speed's Chron. p. 446.
6 Baker’s Chron. p. 43. :
ed
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ed a town from' the place where it ftood, a great way
offi’, ; - .

Anno 1133. Matthew Paris mentions a great dark-
nefs in England, and an Earthquake at the fame time.

Anno 1165. He mentions another Earthquake, in
the 11th year of Henry the fecond, January 26. in
Ely, Norfolk and Suffolk, which threw down many
perfons, who were ftanding or walking ; and made the
clocks to ftrike, and bells to ring in the fteeples. And
in the 24th year of his reign, in the territory of Dar-
lington, in the bifhoprick of 7 Durham, the carth
lifted up herfelf in manner of an high tower, and fo
remained unmoveable from morning till evening, and
then fell with fo horrible a noife, as frighted the inha-
bitants thereabouts ; and the earth fwallowing it up,
made there a deep pit, which is feen at this day : the
pits in that place are commonly called Hell kettles.

Anno 1180. A great Earthquake threw down many
buildings, amongft which the cathedral church of Lin-
coln was rent in pieces, April 25.

Anno 124%. There was an ® Earthquake in April at
London, efpecially felt on the banks of the river
Thames, which fhook, and threw down many build-
ings ; and was the more terrible, becaufe thefe weftern
parts are lefs accuftomed to Earthquakes. And the
fame year there was little ebbing or flowing of the fea
obfervable as at other times,*for about three months.

Anmo 1248, The {fame hiftorian mentions another
Farthquake, which did a great-deal of mifchief, efpe-
cially in the diocefe of Bath ; the bithop whereof gave
him an account of it. And this was the third which had
happened within three years on this fide the Alps ; one
in fome parts of Savoy, and two in England; which
was the more terrible, becaufe the like not known be-
fore in thefe parts. He takes notice of another.Ilarth-
quake in England afterward, in the year 1250.

~ 7 Baker’s Chron. p. 58. 8 Matthew Paris.
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In the 13th year of queen Elizabeth, a prodigious
» Farthquake happened in the eaft parts of Hereford-
fhire, near a little town called Kinafton. On the 17th
of February, at fix o’ clock in the evening, the earth
began to open, and an hill, with a rock under it,
(making, at firft, a great bellowing noife, which was
- heard a great way of ) lifted itfelf up a great height
and began to travel ; bearing along with it the trees
that grew upon 1t, the fheep-folds, and flocks of fheep
abiding there at the fame time. 'In the place, from
> whence it was firft moved, it left a gaping diftance
forty foot broad, and fourfcore ells long ; the whole
field was above twenty acres. Paffing along, it over-
threw a chapel ftanding in the way, removed an yew-
tree planted in a church-yard, from the weft unto the
eaft : with the like force it thruit before it high-ways,
theep-folds, hedges and trees ; made tilled ground paf-
ture, and again turned pafture into tillage. Having
walked in this fort from Saturday, in the evening, till
Monday noon, it then ftood {tili.

Anno 1588, the like prodigy happened in * Dorfet-
Jhire, as in the year 1571, in Herefordfhire. - A field
of three acres, with the treesand fences, in Black=
more, moved from its' place, and pafled over another
field, travelling in the high-way that goeth to Herne,
and there ftayed. | o |

In the 23d of Q. Elizabeth, 4w 1580, in the be-
ginning of April, about fix in the afternoon, happen-
ed an * Earthquake, not far from York, which, in
fome places, ftruck the very ftones out of the build-
ings, and made the bells in churches to jingle. The
night following the earth trembled once or twice in
Kent, and again the 1ft of May. This Earthquake
was felt at London, fo as to give occafion to an order
- of prayer, and a godly admonition concerning it, “ap*

9 Cambden's Eliz. p. 158, 159. Baker's Chron. p. 39q.
. ¥ Cabdem’s Eliz. p. 244. Baker’s Chron. p. 400. 998
% Cambden, ibid. p. 286. __
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pointed * to be read for the turning God’s wrath from
the nation, threatened by the Earthqua'.e, by order of
the queen, and her privy-council, to be ufed in all
churches and houtholds throughout the realm.

Ao 1657, on the 8th day of July, there was an

4 Earthquake at Bickley in Chethire.
- Germany, and France, and the Netherlands, have
alfo felt Earthquakes. In April 1640, all the Low-
countries, and a great part of Germany, were thaken
by a fudden Earthquake ; which fort of prodigy was
very unufual, faith ¥ Cluverius in thofe parts.

Anno 1117, in the 17th year of the emperor ® Henry
the Vth, the world was thook by terrible Earthquakes ;
cities, caftles, villages, and a multitude of people
were {wallowed up in the cavérns of the earth. * Ma-
ny at Liege, or Luyk, were deftroyed by thunder,
while they were paying their veneration to the faints
for fafety : mountains were cleft, riversdried up, &e.

So lately as the year 1660, Frapce had experience of
an 7 Earthquake, which the Turkith Spy mentions,
who was then at Paris. © We have felt the menaces,
¢ faith he, of a terrible Earthquake, this evening.
¢ When I lived in Afia, an Earthquake was almoit as
¢ common as the yearly revolution of {ummer and
¢ winter : and we took as little notice of it, as we did
¢ of lightening, hail, or rain. But now I have been
¢ {o long difuied to thefe convulfions of tlie globe—e
¢ that 1 am become lLike the reft of the world, ti~
¢ morous, and aftonithed,——my mind, at frft, ftag-
¢ gered as much as my body. When 1 was walk-
¢ ing crofs my chamber, and felt the foor rock un-
¢ der me, with that fingular kind of motion, which
¢ no human art or ferce can imitate, I foon cencluded

P- 134. ;
4 Heath’s Chronicle, p. 395.
5 Claverius, p. 743.
© €luver. ad An. 1117. . 434 :
7. Letter writ by a Spy at Paris, vol. 6. p. 58, 67.

5
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3 Recited by Mr. D. Earthquakes explained and improved, &ve.
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 ‘twas an Earthquake, but knew not how to bear
¢ that thought with indifference.  Death 1s familiar to

“ me in any other figure, but that of being fo furpriz-

mgly buried alive ; it appeared to me very horrible

“to fink on a fudden into an unknown grave, I knew

¢ not whither. Perhaps I might fall into fome dark
¢ lake of water; or, it may be, I might be drenched in
¢ a river of fire, or be dathed on a rock ; for who can

‘ tell the difpofition of the caverns below, or what
; fc:rrt of apartments he fhall find under the furface of

¢ the earth ? W walk on the battlements of a2 marvel-
¢ lous ftructure, a globe full of tremendous Secrets.—
¢ We had news here of an Earthquake, which had
¢ overthrown part of the Pyrenean mountains, fome
¢ days before this happened at Paris ; but few regard-

“ed it. Calamities at a diftance frlgﬁten no bod}'

¢ yet thofe which we feel, put us all in fears.’
In another letter, he faith, ¢ The Earthquake lately in
¢ thefe parts, hath put all France into a great confter-
¢ pation, aftonifhed every body, and encreafed the
¢ thoughtfulnefs of the wife. The firft effeéts of it
¢ were felt by the inhabitants of the Pyrences, which
¢ are certain mountains dividing France and Spain.
¢ There it did great mifchief, overwhelming fome me-
¢ dicinal baths,. many houfes, and deftroying hundreds
<.of people. Only cne mofque, or church, which
¢ funk into the caverns below, was thrown up again,
¢ and ftands very firm, but in another place. This is
¢ looked upon as a great miracle, efpecially by the
¢ French, who have d1fpumd with the Spaniard for
¢ this church, as ftanding on the frontier line; but
¢ now is removed near half a league within the acknow-
. ¢ ledged limits of France’. The matter of fact is all I
urge " this teftimony for ;. his remarks here (and in
many other places) not bmng fuch, as a {erious chrif-
tian will approve.

If France, and Britain, and Germany, have had
few Farthquakes, in comparifon of other places of
the eaft, vet It’ll} hath often finarted under fuch ca-

lamities
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lamities. Among many inftances, I will recite fome,
befides thofe already mentioned. :

Amn. Dom. 801, while Charles the Great was in
Italy, there was an Earthquake ® with great noifes, on
the laft of April, which fhook all France, and Ger-
many, but efpecially all Ira'y ; it overrhrew {everal
towers, and even mountains ; and the church of St.
Paul, at Rome, was deftroyed by it. Whereupon
Pope Leo the Third, appointed three days before the

~ afcenfion, folemn fafts, and proceffions. Thefe pro-

- digies were followed with furious tempefts, and con-
. tagious difeafes, which affeted the cattle throughout
¢  Italy, fo that the moft of their beafts died.

' Amn. 1180, an Earthquake ruined a great part of
the city of Naples.

Ann. 1222, there were fuch 9 Farthquakes in Italy
and Lombardy, that the cities and towns were forfak-
en, and the people kept abroad in the fields and
tents ; many houfes and churches were thrown down,

# and many were thereby cruthed to death. The
earth trembled twice a-day in Lombardy, for fourtcen
days together. Befides two cities in Cyprus deftroved
by Earthquakes this year. The city of * Brefcia was
then almoft ruined.

Ann. 1276, in July, the fame month when Adrian
the IVth was made pope, and within a few days after,
was * a dreadful Earthquake at Milsn, and all the
-+ country round about. Which pope died the next Au-

guft, and, in September, another fucceeded by the
name af John the XXIit.

Ann. 1348, was fo famous for Earthquakes, and for
contagious difeafes in Italy, and other parts of Eurore,
that * s lbertus Argentinenfis faith, that, from the time

$ Le Sieur Hift. de I' Eglife, &%. vol. 7. p. 2, 3, 4to.
Cent. Magdeburg. vol. 3. Cent. 13. cap. 13.
! B. Corio Hift. Milanefe, p. 164.
* Corio ib. p. 268. Il che fi prefe per indicio de’ grandiflimi
B fadi,
. -3 Cluver. ad An. 1348. p. 516.
T § Bt
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of the flood, there was not fuch a feafon of mortality,
(Haud inde a deluvio regnafle tantamvim morborum &
mortium putet.)

Amn. 1397, on St. Stephen’s day, all Lombardy 4
was fhaken by an unufual Earthquake, which deftroy-
ed very many buildings, &c.

Ann. 1456, there arofe upon the fea of Ancona, to-
gether W1th a thick gloomy cloud that extended above
two miles, a tempeft of wind, water, fire, lightening,
and thunder; which piercing to the moft deep abyﬂ'ts
of the fea, forced up the waves with a moft dreadful
fury, and carried all before it upon the land ; which
caufed fo dreadful an Earthquake, fome time after,
that the kingdom of Naples was ruined, and all 5
Italy carried the difmal marks of it. * A _million of
huufcs and caftles were buried in their own ruin, above
30,000 people were crufhed to pieces, and a huge
mountain ﬂverturncd into the lake de la Garde.

An. 1473, there was fuch an Earthquake at ¢ Mi-
lan, and the country round about, as the like was not
known in the memory of any then living there.

Ann. 1590, the election of pope Urban the VIIth,
(who, in ten months, made room for Gregory the
XIVth.) was fignalized by an 7 Earthquake, by which
‘Auftria, Moravia, and Bohemia trembled ; accom-
panied with 2 prud:wmua drought that fummer ; 5 Up-
on which enfued a famine, and peftilence, with fuch
havock in Italy, that, in onc year, there died at Rome
60,000 perfons.

Ann. 1629, the divine anger broke out ‘upon Italy
by fuch horrible * Iiﬁuthquakr:s, that, in .ﬁpuha,
17,000 perfons were deftroyed.

Ann. 1638, Athanafius Kircher, the jcfuit, in his
preface to his Alundus Subterraneus, oives a fad narra-

B. Corio Hift. Milanefe, p. g42.
Monthly Mercury, March 1693, p. go.
Corio 1Tift. Milanefe. p- 8zo.
thwcllllh dﬁn 1590. p. 62%.
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tive of a difmal ? Earthquake in Calabria, wherein
himfelf was, and out of which he hardly E:ﬁ::lpﬂd with
his life: nothing to be fcen in the whole country he
pafied by, for two hundred miles in length, but the
carcafes of cities, and the horrible ruins of villages ;
the inhabitants wandering about in the open ﬁelds, be-
ing half dead with fear, and expectation of what might
follow. But moft remarkable was the fubverfion of
the noted town of St. Eufemia, which was quite loft
out of their fight, and abforbed ; and, inftcad there-
of, nothing but a {tinking lake, &e.

Italy and Sicily abound with fubterraneous fires, ei-
‘pecially in the fouthern parts ; which have broke out
fo often, as to be called, by the ancient inhabitants,
The Burnt Country. In fome places are feen perpe-
tual burnings, as in /Etna, and Vefuvius; in others,
conflagrations by times: all Campanu carries foot-
fteps of fuch conflagrations. Mount Ztna hath often
raged mightily, and hath been wont to do fo * almoft
as many years before Chrift as fince. Aune 1669, it
broke out with violence, and overthrew all the adja-
cent places with very great dofolation, forely threaten-
ing Catanea itfelf, which is fince wholly deftroyed by
the late Earthquake. Thefe irruptions of mount At-
na and Vefuvius, are always accompanied with Earth-
quakes, more or lefs: which fometimes do incredible
mifchief in thofe parts. For inftance, Auno 1688, we
have an account from * Naples, June the 8th, of an
Earthquake there, which#was accompanied with the
rage and roaring of mount Vefuvius. ¢ On Saturday
“laft, the sth inftant, about the 22d lmur, happened.
$ herc a drf:adful Farthquake, (though it lafted not
¢ long) which, frightening the mhﬂ.bltants out of their
¢ houfes, with the terrors of an inevitable deftruction,
¢ they betook themfelves to the piazza’s, and the open

¢ publick places of the city. The old college cf thﬂ

* 9 Cited by Mr. Ray, p. 185,
r Kircher's Mundus Subtﬁrmnﬁm
* London Gazette, 1683. _‘N“ 2358.
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¢ jefuits was ruined by it, alfo the great chapel of their
¢ new college, together with three other chapels ad-
¢ joining ; three of the fathers were killed there, befides
¢ many others, whofe names are not yet known. The
¢ front of another great church of the jefuits opened
¢in many cracks, and the great tower, or fteeple,
¢ feemed ready to fall. In the Theatins convent of
¢ the holy apoftles, a whole dormitory fell down, be-
¢ fides ‘other confiderable damage they received : and
¢ the magnificent arch, eretted before the church of
¢ St. Paul; belonging to the faid fathers, fell, together
¢ with thofe great and ancient columns, that formerly
¢ made part of the temp le of Caftor and Pollux, there:
¢ remaining only four of them ftanding, and thofe ina
< tottering condition. Out of thofe ruins there have
¢ been already dug nineteen perfons that were dead ; and
< there was reafon to fear that the jmifchief might have
¢ been much greater, it being {o near to a publick mar-
¢ ket, where there were great throngs of people. The
¢ walls of the great church of St. Dominick opened in
¢ many places, and great pare of the refectory fell down,
¢ as alfo part of the adjcining palace, where many were
¢ killed. Several other churches of the Auguftins, &,
¢ were ruined : and, in fhort, there is {carce a palace
< or houfe that has not received fome confiderable da-
¢ mage. This occafioned very devout proceffions of
¢ perions of all ranks. The next day there was another
¢ areat [hock, which threwg down many of the houfes
¢ that were before the moft weakened : and yefterday
< there was another perceived but without much da-
¢ mage; but this day we have felt nothing”of it.
: Hc}v. ever the proteﬁiunfs continue in great numbers,
and the perfons of qualltv are all retired from hence.
f In the neighbourhood of Udica, a city at fixteen
¢ miles diftance from hence, a mountain opened, and
¢ 2 courier frem Benevento, a city belonging to the
¢ pope, brings an account, that it was all ruined, and
¢ that of Gooo inhabitants there were but few left alive.
¢ The archbifhop’s palace there was thrown down
¢ and the archbifhep himieli drawn out of the ruins,
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being hurt in his head and army: and thers, are ac-
counts of the like damages in feveral other places.’
Which was confirmed from Rome, June 12. 1688.
We have had nathmg confiderable to entertain us
here this week, but the fad relations of the terrible
Earthquakes at Naples, and feveral places about it.
It happened at Naples on Saturday laft about twenty
one hours and a half, (which, at the fame inftant was
perceived even by a great many here ;) on Sunday too
it returned. Several churches, palaces, and houlfes,
are ruined ; among the reft, the famous church of
the Jefuits, reckoned the fineft in Italy, is all tum-
bled down, except the walls and the high altar. The
particular number of thofe killed and buried in the
ruins, cannot yet be known. The laft letters fay,
many of the inhabitants lie abroad under tents, in
coaches, &¢. and continual prayers, proceffions,
publick penances, &c. are performed ; and every one
runs about, crying, Mifericordia. Three fhips were
funk in the harbour, and the water in the wells rofe
many handfuls. Benevento is almoft totally ruined ;
and of 10,000 inhabitants they fay there remain
fcarce 600 alive. Cardinal Ur/fini, their archbifhop,
was taken out of the ruins alive, but hurt. Several
other places and feats are quite ruined, and moft of
the inhabitants fwallowed up. This city, and the
country hereabuut, juit felt the fhock, but received
no harm.’
And, in a following account a month after, itis faid,

the damage done amounts to above 50,000,000.

Now, fince by thefe, and other examples (in the next

chapter) we ﬁnd Europe hath been vifited by fuch ca-
lamities formerly : if the like moral caufes be found
among us, the divine juftice can punifh us by the like
kind of faventy and we ought to appre‘aend and con- -
fider it.

The wickednefs and impiety of the inhabitants of

Jamaica, we are told by eye-witneffes, was grown to 3

o Y very
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very great height, before thisjudgment : and they muft
ke great dtrangers to England and London, who will
not cwn the iame of us, both as to principles and prac-
tice. Few wiil deny it, as to the latter: and as to the
former, it is dreadtul to think how atheifm and infide-
lity prevails, and barefaced Deilm, with the rejeétion
of Chritiamity, and all revealed religion; how it has
obtained, and fpread in this nation: as if we were weary
of tie Chriftian proieflion, and would fet up for Pa-
ganiim, to the fubverlion of the whole frame of the
golpel of Chrifty pulling the crown irom off his head,
and plucking him from his throne. Or, at beft, amongft
2 numerous growing party of others, who own them-
ferves Cirifians, the divinity of our Lord is difowned,
and they allow him to be but a meer man, not the eter-
nal Son of God. 'When fuch provocations abound
amengft us, it thould affect us with horror, efpecially
when they prevail againft the higheft means and mer-
cies, and f{pread as a gangrene over the whole kings
dom. . '

There were fome circumftances of the Earthquake
amongit us, September §th, that have been ebferved
to ke very pecutiar. 1do not reckon this for one, that
at the fame hour the earth trembled here at London,
and at many diftant places, both in this kingdom, and
in the Low-countries, and the adjacent parts of Ger-
many and France, notwithftanding the fea between us
and them: for Earthquakes have rcached fartiter. Not
to mention that Earthquake at the death of our bleffed
Saviour Chrift, which fhook nctonly one part of the
earth, as in other cafes, but the whole of it trembled,
if 3 Dydimus may be credited : or the extent of that, -

3 Lefcoloper in Cicero De Nat. Deorum, p. 229. Quo motu, non
pars aliqua ‘Lerrw, ut {emper 2lias, fed tota Terra conqualfata eft,
& centro tonvulfa, ut nulla Tellus, ne noftra quidem Gallia (quash
Plinius a Terre motu immunem fecit) primo ip{o Motore e vivis a-
moto, cam {uis cmnibus Incolis, immotilque adeo Judez rupibus,
in tam infolenu commutatione, non moverewur : & vero cuz Dominus
dedit woem fucm, mota ¢ff erra;y ut canit divinus Vates, quantd pu-
tamus amplijis commotam efle, cuum Dominus dedit dyimam fuam.

whereby
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whereby # twelve cities of Afia fell at once. Gaffendus,
in the life of Peirefkius, reports, that at the mountain
Semo in thiopia, there happened a burning at the
fame time with that of Vefuviusin Campania, 4. 1633.
So that not only Vefuvius communicates with Aftna,
by {ubterranecus vaults, but alfo /Ztna with the moun-
tains of Syria, the tunnels running under the depths of
the Mediterranean fea; and thofe with the Arabian;
and, laftly, the Arabian with mount Semo in Athio-
pia. And we read of other inftances, particularly by
the Earthquake, in France and Switzerland, May 12,
1682, which reached as far as Cologn in Germany,
and was perceived in Lionnois, Dauphiny, and Beaujo-
lois, at Mets in Lorrain, in Provence, {F¢. That the
cities of Orleans, Troyes, Sens, Chalons, Joinville,
Rheims, Soiffons, Laon, Mofcon, Dole, Strafburg,
&e. felt it, efpecially Remiremont on the Mofelle.
The whole world almoft trembled at once by the Earth-
quake, A##. 1116. And by the Earthquake, 4. 1601,
Afia, Hungary, Italy, Germany, and France, are faid
to have trembled at one time ; that Earthquake extend-
ing from Afia to that Sea that wathes the French
fhores, the whole length of Europe in a quarter of an
hour ; befides fome Afiatick regions, it thook Hun-
gary, Germany, Irtaly, and France: This is affirmed
by good writers, faith Mr. Boyle 5, and Mr. Ray ¢, re-
lating from Fofepbus Acofta, an Earthquake in Pery,
that reached for 160 Leagues. And Fournier gives an
account of one in Peru that reached 300 leagues along
the fea-fhore, and 7o leagues inland, and levelled the
‘mountains all along as it went, threw down cities,
turned the rivers out of their channels, and made an
univerfal havock and confufion. All this, he faith,
was done within the {pace of feven or ¢ight minutes.
¢ Some have obferved, that moft people had their

4 Cluverius, p. 214.
3 Of the effeéis of languid motion, P- 49; 50.
6 Phyfico-theological difeourfes, p. 215, E romond. Meteor. 1. 4.
cap. ult. art. 4. Dr, Tho. Bainet's Theory of the carsh, p. 115, 120.
head
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heads affeéted with an unufual giddinefs, before they
apprehended, or underftood any thing of the Earth-
quake. The time of it alfo may be obferved by you of
this city, viz. the fecond week in September, to re-
member you of a former judgment by fire, in the firft
week of that month. -

Now think a little, what would have become of us,
if it had lafted but a few minutes more ? IHow near
were we toruin f How foon can God do the like
again, if his calls to repentance be not obeyed? And
how impofiible is it for all the great men of the world,
as to caufe fuch a thing, fo to hinder or prevent it, or
to preferve themfelves or us, if God fhould thus vifit
us in his anger another time ?

B RS B R R S S SR

Ch A Do VI,

Aony examples of terrible Eg}:bgmkﬁ in other parts of
the werld, formerly, and of late.

T hath been obferved by divers, what Plato men-

tions in his Zimens, ot avaft ifland without the
ftraits of Gibraltar, called Atlantis, and bigger thar
Africa and Afia together, which in one day and night,
by a violent Harthquake, and mighty floos, and inun-
dation of water, was wholly overwhelmed, and drown-
ed in the fea. Earthquakes have made way for the ir-
ruption of the fea in divers places. Our ifland of 7
Great Britain is {fuppofed to be broken oft from the
continant in France by that means, and Siciy from
Italy. Many rivers have changed their channels, and
many countries have been turned into defarts by Earth-
quakes. By that means the river ® Indus in Afia, that |
receives fifteen other rivers into it, did change its
channel, and the neighbouring country turned into a

7 See Mr. Ray of the primitive chaos, chap. ¢.
¢ Purchas, out of Strabao, . iz,

wildernefs,
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wildernefs. Diodorus Siculus ¢ mentions more than
20,000 Lacedemonians that perithed in Sparta by an
Earthquake, that was of long continuance. In the 7th
year of the reign of Herod, by an Earthquake in * Ju-
dea, 10,000 men, and a vaft mulitude of cattle were
deftroyed. |

*T'is about 2066 years ago, that there happened * one
in Achaia, which almoft utterly deftroyed it, and
which was attended with inundations, which in the very
heart of Corinth deluged the cities of Helice and Buris
of which * Ovid makes mention:

S8i queras Helicen & Burin, Acheidas urbes,
Tnvenies fub aquis 3 & adbuc offendere naute
Inclinata folent cum manibus oppida merfis.

He that for Helice or Buris feeks,

Achaan cities, fam’d among the Greeks,
Deep ufiider water funk, may find them now.
And feamen, they that oft the ocean plough,
Now over lofty towns we fail, they cry, =

¢ That once furvey’d the fecrets of the {ky.’

n A A B R

Tyre and Sidon in Phaenicia fuffered exceedingly by
Earthquakes, and an infinite number of people buried
under their ruins. And Strabo mentions a city, fituate
about Sidon, that was wholly fwallowed up by an
Earthquake. Twelve cities in one night in Afia, ¢ Pliny
mentions. But St. Auguitine 5 is cited for what i1s
~more ftrange, thatin a famous Earthquake an hundred
cities of Liybia were demolifhed.

In Trajan’s time, thecity of Antioch was fwallowed
up, A 105, and a great part of Afia withit: and
fom: other earthquakes there, I have already ¢ nien-
tioned. The terror of that in the time of the emperor
Trajan, is defcribed by feveral 7 hiftorians.

9 Lib. 2. ' Jofephi Antiq. Jud. L. 15.¢. 7. * Orofius,
. 3.¢. 4. Diod. Sic.l. 15. §48. 3 Metamorphofis, 1. 1€,
4 i.ib. L g B 5 De Miraculis §8. 1. =.c. 3. #f that book
be is, * Chap. 2. p. ?{3._ 7 Dion. Cafl, ‘I'tajan. § Iij

\ ﬂ'
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Anno 17%. Smyrna in Afia was overthvown by an.
Earthquake, (as a few years fince it was again) ® to-
“wards the rebuilding whereof, the emperor Antoninus
forgave ten years tribute.

Ammianus ° Marcellinus fpeaks of very dreadful
Earthquakes that happened in Macedonia, in the time
of the emperor Conftantius. And of one that he faith
was univerfal, in the time of the emperor Dioclefian.
And * Sozomen gives an account, that amno 358. the
city of Nicomedia was overthrown by an Earthquake,
which made the council appointed by Canftantius to
meet there, to be put off to another Year. The city
of * Nice in Bythinia was ruined, and almoft all the
inhabitants deftroyed twelve years after this, faith So-
crates. _

Anno dom. 557%. There was a violent Earthquake at
* Conftantinople, that lafted for many days; and every
hour the city fuffered extraordinary fhocks. Man
houfes were thrown down, but the people bemo{
themfelves to prayer, and fafting, and repentance ;
and God had compaffion on them : but many other
cities in the eaft were ruined by it.  And even Alex-
andria in Egypt fhaken, which was the more ftrange
and aftonithing to them, becaule it feldom happens in .
thofe parts, Auno 986. there was another at Conftan-
tinople, which was fo violent, that not only the walls
and churches were fhaken by it, but all * Greece.

In the twelfth century there were many in the $ eaft.
And, in the year 1300. which began the Turkith Em-

ire, or the Ottoman /Era, © Platina relates fuch an
i‘.arthﬂuake at Rome, as the like was never before. And,
anno 1348. fuch aone at 7 Conftantinople, as endured
for forty days, and reached inthe extent of itto Hun-
gary and. Iraly; twenty-fix cities overthrown by it,
mountains torn up by the roots; feveral men, women,

8 Eufebius. 9 Lib. 17, &, 26. ¥ Lib: 4 €, 36
* Eacrates; 1. 4. 11, 3 Le Sieur. Agathias. | 4 Cedrenus.
5 Cent. Magdeb. cent. 12. cap. 13. de Muaculis. 6 Life of
Fope Loniface the wvith, 7 Aventinus.

and
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and beafts, by that ftrange exhalation turned into fta-
tues of falt.

In.Perfia; anne 1400 . Herbert gives an account of
an Earthquake, which threw down 3 00 houfes in the
city of Liar. And, anno 1593. the whole city (which
they boafted to confit of 5000 houfes) was fhaken,
ana 3000 houfes overthrown, and as many of the in-
habitants killed.

In the Azores, or French iflands, in the Weft Indies,
(St. Michael’s ifland) Linfcot mentions an Earthquake,
amno 1591. that 2 endured fhaking from July 26. until
the 1ath of Auguft, tothe extreme terror of the inha-
bitants: efpecially when by force thereof, they perceiv-
ed the earth to remove from place to place ; and Villa
Franca, the beft town it had, to turn topfy-turvy : the
fhips that then rode at anchor in the bay, trembled and
quaked ; infomuch that the people verily thought
doomfday was at hand, and that the fabrick of the
univerfe was disjointing.

In Tercera, the firt and biggeft of thofe iflands,
_called the Azores, there happened a great ' Earth-
quake, May 24. 1614. that overturned, in the city of
Agra, eleven churches, nine chapels, befides many
private houfes. And in the city of Praya hardly an
houfe was left ftanding. And in the year 1628, junc
16. there happened fo horrible an one in the ifland of
St. Michael, that not far from it the {ea opened, and
thruft forth an ifland above a league and half in length,
at a place where was above 150 fathom water.

Anno 1581. Jofeph Acofta relares, that in Peru there
happened an Earthquake, which removed the city of
Anguangum two leagues from the place where it ftood,
without demolifhing it, in regard the fituation of tle
whole country was changed.

Anno 1657. The Spaniards (faith the * Turkith Spy)
have lately felt a terrible blow in Peru ; which if it be

8 Herbert's Travels, p. 120. 9 Thid, p. 348. 1 Man-

delflo's travels into the Indies, added to Oleanus, p. 221.
g. L 3. Lett.'g: p- 204
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not a mark of the wrath of heaven, is at leafta fignthat
the earth is weary of them, efpecially in thofe parts
where they have ftained it with fo much innocent
blood. The city of Lima not many mocns ago, was
fwallowed up by an Earthquake : and Calao, another
city not far from it, was confumed by a fhower of fire
out ut the clouds, 11,000 Spaniards loft their lives in
this calamity ; and the earth devoured an hundred mil-
lions of refined filver, which the luere of the Spaniards
had forced out of its bowels. All the mountains of Po-
tofi, from whence they dug their chocieft metal, were
levelled with the plain, and no more hopes of gold was
left to their infatiable avarice.

Concerning this city Lima in the kingdom of Peru,
we had a fad account of another Earthquake there,
October 20. 1687%. (if it be not th fame, and the date
miftaken) which overthrew the whole town, nor leav-
ing one houfe ftanding ; and buried many of the inha-
bitants under its ruins. At the {fame time Callao, Fa-
nette, Pifco, Chancay, los Florillos, &7¢c. moft of them
fea-port towns, were d:ftroyed by an inundation of the
fea, which carried feveral ihips above three leagues into
the country; and great num'ers of people and cattle
were drowned, there being found, when the water fell,
at one place near the fea-fide, above 5000 people dead ;
and every day more were fmmd fo that no ac-
count could be given of their number,  This was
mentioned in the 3 London Gazette, and confirmed by
many merchants letters ; though the damage by the
inundation was leffened by another account afterwards.

3 An, 1688. Num. 2349.
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God will yet preferve bis church and enlarge the kingdom
of Chrift 5 tho’ particular churches and courtries may
be deftroyed.  The accomplrfoment of feripture prophe-
cies and promifes, ufbered in by great commotions,
by Earthquakes. = Some inflances thereof.

Aply, However God may deal with any particular

branch of the Proteftant reformed churches, as
to national judgments ; yet we may hope he will glo-
rioufly acco.nplith his own work, for the {preading,
and enlarging of the kingdom Df Chrift ; and chat
all the thakings of heaven and earth, {hall but make

for the defire of all nations to come. Geod
has preferved his church hitherto, notwithftanding
all oppofition. ' The prefervation of the Venetian
government for 11 or 1200 years; is nothing to the
conti uance and progrefs of the Chriftian church, in
the midft of paganifm atheifm, anti-chriftiani{m, deifm,
arianifm, {ocinianifm, and all the fcoffs, ”u‘d re-
proaches, and ﬂppﬂﬁtmn of fenfual profane infidels.
It hath born up its head under all the revolutions, and
changes of countries and nations 3 notwithftanding all
the wars and confufions, and overturnings, that have
been in thﬂ world. Tht‘, kingdom of Chrift ; 1S 2n ever-
lafting kingdom, and fhall endure; he will always
have a church and people, againft whom the gates of
hell fhall not prevail. Tho’ famous countries and ci-
ties have been deftroyed, that made a great figure in
hiftory, whereof nothing is now left but their very
name ; " and hardly fo much of their duft and alhes, as
will fuffice to write their names in. But Jerufalem, that
is from above, the city of the Greatr King, which is
built upon the rock, doth and fhall indure.  Nolength
of time can weaken this foundation, no ftorms can
fhake it, no Earthquakes overrurn it, no waves or
floods drown it. There ever hath been, and will be, a

C huth
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church of Chrift on earth, profeffing fo much truth as
is neceffary to falvatien. = He hath appointed his ordi-
nances, and a miniftry to continus to the end of the
world, and promifed his prefence with them : he hath
appointed the memorial of his dying love to be kept
up, till hisfecond coming : and therefore will always
have a people, amongft whom thefe fhall be kept up..
Tho’ particular churches, in this country, or another,
may have their rife, growth, and period, as there have
been particular inundations in feveral countries, not-
withftanding the oath of God to Noah, that there
thould not be another general deluge: but the truth
of God endures throughout all generations : mount
Sion abideth for ever, and cannot be moved ; and all
the promifes of the latter days fhall certainly be ac-
complifthed : though I will not be pofitive, as to the
time of thofe things, {o as to ground any affurance
concerning their near accomplifhment, or the particu-
lar thare of this nation in them : yet as to {fuch pro-
phetick periods, God will break through all obftruc-
tions to accomplith his own counfel. And what the
prefent thakings, and convulfions of the nations round
about, may iffue in, who can tell ? For never was any
great good to the church, orany confiderable reforma-
tion introduced, without great commotions ; and
literal Earthquakes are often taken notice to have pre-
ceded. v
About the beginning of the reformation from po-
pery, An. 1569, and 1570, there was one in Ferraria,
which country was lately given to the pope, and in
Portugal, whereby ¢ Lisbon was fh ken, 1500 houfes
ruined, all the churches turned inte rubbifh, the fhips:
{wallowed up in the ocean, . the river thrown out of its
channel. And the {ame earthquake affeted the Ne-
therlands, and caufed great inundations of the fea. And
- the like formerly is obfervable before the divifion of
the Roman empire intg ten kingdoms, that there

1

? P, Jovius. i
were ‘
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were frequent Earthquakes, and other prodigics. Be~
fore Saladin attempted the overthrow. Gf Jerufalem,
and toravage the holy land, 4n. 1192. * great Earth-
quakes preceded. Az 1300. when the Turkith em-
pire began to be confiderable, there * was {uch an

Farthquake at Rome, as the like never was lefor&
As when the Pagan empire was to turn Chriftian, in

the time of Conftantine the Great ; great Farti 1q11¢1k&5

alfo did precede : by one whereof thirteen cities in Cam-
pania were overthrown,

Great deligns of providence being ferved, and the
changes of States and countries ufhered in by Earth-
quakes, after the mention of that terrible r:}nr, in the
days of Uzziah king of Judah, Zech. xiv. s.itis
added, And the Lord my God fhall come, and m’:’ the

Jaints with thee : Or thus, And yer O Lord my. God come,

and all the [aints with thee. Notwithftanding our fears
and terrors, without this we fhould not fce thy falva-
tion. Dr. ? Jackfon thinks that Earthquakes. were
emblems, and.types of that great change by the mini-
ftry ot John the Baptift, our Lord’s forerunner, in the
15th year of Tiberius, who declared the kingdom of
heaven was at hand ; when publicans and finners were
advanced, and the children of Abraham, who gloried
i their birthright, were debafed ; when poor fither-
men became heads of the tribes of Ifracl; greater men
in the houfe of God, than Mofes and Aaron had been;
while the fucceffors of Mofes, the chief pricfts and
doctors of the law, were infatuated, and like falt with-
out tafte or favour. Andl he reckons the prophecy of

Taiah, chap. x1. 14. every valley foall be exalted, and

every mountain and bill fball be &rangbt low, wasfuiflled,
and anfwered in its literal meaning (in part at leaft) by

mitanl everfionem,
12, Laodicea, Ala-
fere conciderunt.

* Saladinus adjecit animum ad regni Jeroft
previo, ut folet fieri, terr@ maotu, quo A
pia, Cxfarea, Emifla, Tripols, alizque
Cluverius.

2 Platina. y

3 Dr. Jackfon’s works, Tom. 2. Part 2. Lib. 7. p. 526,

G that
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that terrible Farthquake in the 6th or #th year of the
emperor Tiberius, which overthrew twelve famous ci-
ties in Afia. For among other fymptoms of it, Ta-
citus * relates this for one, that zhe vallies were exalted,
and mighty bills brought low. Before the accomplifh-
ment of divers prophecies, God gives fome glimpfe or
hint, by fome real event, anfwerable to the plain literal
fenfe of the prophet, but immediate prognofticks of
greater myfteries approaching.

He faith farther, that the Earthquake which hap-
pened in Jewry, while Auguftus Cafar, and Anthony
tried their fortunes in that great and famous fea-fight at
Aétium, was in part an accomplifhment of the prophet
Haggai his literal meaning, chap. ii. 6, 7. 2%t once,
it is a little while, and I will fbake the beavens, and the
earth, and the fea, and the dry land : and I will fhake all
nations, &c. This thaking of the nations, and of the
earth at that time, was a fore prognoftick of that my-
ftery, which the prophet in the following verfes fore-
tells, viz. That the glory of the latter temple fiould be
greater than the glory of the former ; and that He, who
was the defire of all nations, and the glory of both tem-
ples, the prince of that peace which God had promifed
to give in Jerufalem, fhould fhortly come. For about
twelves years after, Herod ereéts the temple anew, and
made it, even for external pomp and ornament, more
beautiful than Solemon’s temple had been ;5 that the
King of glory, and Prince of peace, for whofe en-
tertainment (though unwitting to Herod) it was erect-
ed, might come into it, and fll it with glory. And
within eighteen years after Herod began this work, our
Lord was prefented in it, and acklowledged by Simeon
to be the light of the Gentiles, (or one defired of all
pations) and the glory of his people 1lrael.

Great Revolutions, and changes fometimes for the
better, but more often for the worfe, have been ob-

4 Sedifle im men’os montes, vila in duo qua plana fuerint. Tacit.
ﬂnﬂ‘;‘.l Hbrz.
ferved
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ferved to follow Earthquakes, as tonatural, civil, and

ecclefiaftical affairs : let me miention fome inftances.
Three cities in # Cyprus fell by an Earthquake, in
the time of Vefpafian and Titus, followed with a great
peftilence at Rome.  In Julian’s ¢ time there were fe-
veral great Earthquakes, followed with a terrible fa-
mine at Alexandria, and in Egypt 7.
An. Do. 342, Conftantius made feveral beneficial

laws for the people, and renewed the piivileges granted

to artificers, It is obferved he was conftrained there- .
unto by a fenfe of publick calamities : for during the

war with Perfia, and about thofe times, great mifchiefs

‘had proceeded from many and moft terrible ®Earth-
?uakes St. Jerom in his Chronicon tells us, that the
ollowing the death of Conftans the ymmgsr many
cities of the Eaft fell to the ground by an horrible mo-
tion of the earth. And fome three years after this, that
Neoczfarea was overturned, and all its inh-bitants pe-
“rifhed, except fuch as were faved with the bifhop in
he church : as alfo that the year following this, and
preceding the building of the Haven in Seleucia, Dir-
rachium was by an FEarthquake demolifhed, Rome
trembled for three days, and as many' nights, and
, many towns of Campania were forely troubled. To
* thefe Cedrenusadds, that in the fourth or fifth year of
' @onfltantius, Antioch was endangered by an }L arth-

quake of three days continuance ; that in his eighth
year Rhodes was much diftrefied b the fame accident ;
that when Dirrachium, the city ot Dalmatia, perifhed,
and Romewas in fuch danger, twelve cities of Campa-
nia were deftroyed : And that in the 12th year of Con-
“ftantius, the greater part of Berytus, the city of Phee-
nicia, alfo mifcarried. In which year alfo happened an

5 Orofius, L Z

"6 Sozomen, 1. 6. c. 2. Theadoret, 1. 4. c. 4.

7 See Hottingeri Differt. de T'err2 motu, Diff. 4. queft. 3.
Unde Terrz motus immittantur, fintne fortuni, purc natmales, an

L Binﬁwror

8 Howel's Gen. Hift. Vol. 2. p. 83, 84.
G 2 eclipfe
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- eclipfe of the fun, on the fixth day of the month De«
fius. Theill fuccels of Conftantius in the Perfian war,
was by the more orthodox Chriftians, according to the
judgment of parties, concluded to have happened to
Lim, becaufe of his adhering to, and countenancing
the Arian herefy. |

Anno 344, in the fifth year after the death of Con-
ftantine, (Marcellus and Probinus being confuls) a
fynod was held at Antioch that condemned Athanafius,
and only in words profefifed to own the Nicene faith,
but really to condemn it, and fubftitute another in its
room. This impicty God declared againft by ?* terri-
/ble earthquakes, fay the hiftorians of that time, efpe-
" cially at Antioch, for above a year together. bl

Ao 366, while Procopius’s rebellion way yet but
little advanced, July 21, in the confulfhip of the two
emperors, Valentinian and Valens, there happened
fuch horrible Earthquakes throughout the world, as
neither true hiltorians have related the like, nor fables
themielves reprefented to us. A little after the da
dawned, there was a great tempeft of thunder an§
lightening, which was followed by fo dreadtul a tremb-
ling of the earth, that the {ea alfo was fhaken there-
with, and deferted the thore, and its ancient bounds
for a great {pace ; and the depth of its channels werg
difcovered ; multitudes of fith were feen to ftick ig
¢he mud, and the unequalnefs of the fea’s bottom ap=
peared, here hills, and there vallies, which never had
before feen the fun, fince, at the original of all things,
they were firft overwhelmed with the floods, Many
fhips were left on the dry ground, and fwarms of peo-
ple flew thither to catch fifh ; when {uddenly the fea,
as difdaining to be imprifoned, returned to its former
place with fuch fury, that, not containing itfelf there-
in, but tranf{ported beyond its bounds, by the violence
of its rage and motion, it overturned houfes and other
buildings innumerable, drowned many thoufands of |

¢ ‘Socrat. Hift: Ecglef. L. 2. 2.7, & 30. :
men, Il
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 men, and overwhelmed numbers of fhips ; great vef-

fels were, by the violence of thefe gufts, bluwn upon
the tops of houfes, as it happened at Alexandria, and
fome near two oS from the fhore, as ﬁmm;anus
Marcellinus (who relates thefe things, lib. 26.) faw

- onc himfelf *. This prodigy we cannot take to have

fignified any thmcr to Procopius’s sebellion, fo much as
that dreadful inundation made in the Roman empire
by the northern nations, which ﬂwrtly after happened,
and the ruin of the wef’tf:ln provinces, which followed
thercupon.

In the year 430, a great * Farthquake preceded
‘the death of one of the beft emperors, viz. Thodofi-
‘us, as the fore-runner of great changes. Some *
think this the {ame with that An. 246, “Which Marcel<
linus writes to have happened in the confulthip of
ZElius and Sepronius, which raged in many places, and
therein overturned many cities ; 5 the wall of Conftan-
tinople, though but new built, it threw to the ground,
with fifty- feven turrets : ftones of great bull\, lﬂtﬂl}"
placed in the building of the forum of Taurus, feil
down. Many towns were ruined, and a peftilent va-
pour arofe, which caufed a plague; and this, joined
with a famine, deftroyed many thoufands. The civil
motions and ruptures in the Roman empire, were
fagreeable hereunto.
~ This Earthquake, in the reign of Theodofius, Eva-
grius ¢ faith, was the greateft, and moft memorable of
all others ; 1uch as b}f its greatnefs, rendered incon-
fiderable al[ that went before it. It affli¢ted, he had
almoft faid, the whole world. © The earth gaped, and

2 Howel’s Gen. Hift. vol. 2. p. 251. ad An. C. 3606.

3 Tricefimo deinde Anne Theodofii, terr® motus fafti {unt in-
gentes per menfes aliquot integros, maximarum preenuntii mutati-
onum, quibus n:ﬁ*-ubhr:a. tum ecclefiaftica, tum mundana mox la-
boravit, ac tantum non occidit. Romanum tum prafulatum acce-
pit Lcn, qub primus in omnes totius orbis chriftiani epifcopos domi-
natum fibi aliquem, ut privilegio Petro dato, ceepit arrogare. Cla-
verius, p. 522.

4 Howei's Hift. p. 673. 5 Lib.s1. cap. 17,
: G 2 fwal-
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fwallowed many villages, befides many other, nay,
innumerable, calamities, both by fea and land. Some
fountains were dried up; in other places water in
great quantity broke out, where, formerly, it had not
teen known: great trees were torn up by the roots :
heaps of earth were fo thaken together, that they were
raifed into mountains. The fea caft forth dead fifhes :
In it many iflands were overwhelmed and funk : fhips
failing in the fea, by a fudden retroceflion of the wa-
ter, were left on dry ground.” In conclufion, many
places of Bithynia, the Hellefpont, andboth the Phry-

gias were grievoully diftrefled. = This difafter lafted a -
long time, and forely afflicted the world. ¢ Nicepho-

rus writes, that it continued fix months, and that in
a manner wnh-::-ut interruption ; that it reached Alex-
andria, but efpecially affiited Antioch. Befides the
countries mentioned, by Evagrius, it invaded the great-
eft part of the eaft, and {pared not many regions of
the weft. He adds, that the people of Conttantino-
ple, not daring to ftay in the city, for fear of thefall |
of houfes, continued, together with the emperor and
Proclus their patnarch in the fields, inftant in prayer
for the removal of fo heavy a judgment,—Theodofius,
when delivered from the danger of the Earthguake,
prefently betook himfelf to repair the walls o Con-
ftantinople, &Fe.

When 7 Chryfoftom was banifhed, in the beginning
of the fifth century, by the emperor Arcadius, from
the church of Conftantinople, the fame night was a great
Earthquake that fhook the emperor’s palace, and
threatened the ruin of it; on which meflengers were
fent to recal him.

Anno 458, Evagrius writes of a great * Earthquake
that happened at Antioch, which the citizens had fad
caufe to remember, Before it began, fome of the in-

-

6 Lib. 14. cap. 46.
7 Theodoret, 1. 5. c. 34
® Howel's Hift. p. 7oz.

habitants
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habitants were feized with an extraordinary madnefs,
fuch as feemed to exceed all ferority of wild beafts, and
to be the prelude to that calamity which followed on
the fourth day of the month Gorpizus, which the
Romans call September, about the fourth hour of the
night, and the fifty-fixth year of the life of Leo. It
overturned almoft all the buildings of the new city,
which was well peopled, and none of it forfaken or
empty, being curioufly built by the magnificence of
emperors, who ftrove to exceed each other in the
adornment of it. The firft and fecond fabricks in the
palace were alfo caft down, the reft ftanding, together
with a bath ; which, having formerly been neglected,
now when by the Earthquake the reft were choaked
up, ftoo:! the citizens in very good ftead. Many
other damages of this Earthquake are there mentioned
(with fome differences asto r.hmrmlog}r) and the'diforder
of publick matters, as the murder of Majorianus,] oint
emperor in the weft, with Leo in the eaft, {&c.

An. Dom. 5575 there. was a vmlent Earthquake,
with great noifes and temp&&s, at Conftantinople and
Rome, in ¢ Juftinian’s time, followed the next year
with a great plague at Lc}nf*antinaple. The Earth-
quake, which fhook that city three years before, laft-
ed forty days, and deftro ‘ed many places in the ‘eaft.

In the year 648, before the Saracens over-run A-
frica, there were many great Earthquakes in the time
of the Emperor Conftans. The like * Earthquakes fol-
lowed with great calamities in the eaft, were obferved,
Anno 679. '

In the year 740, was another at Conftantinople,
which alfo deftroyed many cities of Afia, and latted
a twelve-month. ThlS was thought to ? forebode the
death of the hmpernr Leo, the }oﬂ; of Artabafdus, and
the conqueft of Conftantinople, which foon .diter fol-
Icrwed.

.9 Agathius, who continued the hiftory of Procopius.
¥ Cent. Magdeburg. cent. 7. c. 13
2 Ingruentivm malorum prmnunmus Cluver. p. 350, 406.
o 3 Cent, Magdeb, cent. 8 & 13. Cluver. p. 338,
Hdeied / G 4 In
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In the year 4gr, in the time of the emprefs Irené, a
great favourer and patronefs of image-worfhip, was *
another violent Earthquake at Conftantinople.

In the year 1077, the Earthquake, on the 6th of
April, in the 15th year of king William the Conque-
ror, was followed by many calamities, fay Matthew
Paris, Speed; &5,

In the year 1088, the Earthquake, in the time of
William Rufus, or William the Second, was followed
with fuch unfeafonable weather, that there was no
feeds-time till December.

In the year 1298, the Earthquake at Rome, in the
time of * Boniface the Eighth, (who fainted away for
fear, and afterwards publithed a jubilee) was followed
with many calamities.

. An. Dom. 1509, on the r4th 8f September, there
happened a terrible Farthquake at © Conftantinople,
and the country thereabouts, in the time of Bajazet the
Second ; by the violence whereof, a great part of the
walls of that imperial city, with many ftately build-
angs, both publick and private, were overthrown, and
13,000 people overwhelmed and flain. The terror
thereof was {o great, that the people generally foriook
their houfes, and lay abroad in the fields ; yea, Baja-
zet himfelf, then very aged, and fore troubled with
the gout, for fear thereof, went from Conitantinople
to Adrianople ; but finding himfelf in no more fafety
there than before, he left the city, and lay abroad in
the fields in his tent. This Earthquake endured by
the {pace of eighteen days; or, as the Turks hifto-
ries relate, for a month, -with little intermiffion,
which was then accounted ominous, as portending the

milerable calamities which afterwards happened in the
Ottoman family.

4 Hofpinian de orig. templorum, 1. 2. c. 16. :

¢ Inftabit nimiram ferale feculum, quo folvendus e carcere Sas
tanas, furfum deorfum omnia volutare cogitabat. Cluver p. 497,

¢ kaolles’s Turkith Hiftory. Bajazet the Second.

-~ After
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After this Earthquake-enfued a great plague, where-
with the city was grievoully vifited, and, for the moft
part, unpeopled. But when the Earthquake ceafed,
and the mortality was affwaged, Bajazet caufed the
imperial city to be repaired with all fpeed, and em-
ployed 80,000 men about it, who, in the fpace of four
months, in a moft beautitul manser, repaired the ruins
of that great city.

Anno 1510, the late wars of the French in Savoy,
were thought to be forethewn by many prodigies, and
even thofe preceded by an Earthquake in Apulia,
whereby more than 16,000 pérfons were overwhelmed ;
after which enfued the war, which devoured more
than 1,000,000 of men.

Anmno 1631, the like terrible Karthquake, in Fe-
bruary, was in and about the city of Naples, before
the commotions and troubles there, which did fuch
mifchief as to houfes, men and cattle, as can’t be ex-
prefled.

In the year 1590, the election of pope Urban the
Seventeenth, was fignalized by an Earthquake, which
made Auftria, B-::-hemm, and Moravia to tremble, and
was followed by an extraordinary drought. Gregory
XIV. quickly fucceeded, and dicd in ten months.
There was fuch a famine and plague in 7 Italy that
year, that above 60,000 died.

7 Cluverius citing Thuanus,

CHAP
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Concerning the fear of divine judgments, and the regula-
tion of it. What fear of Evil God hath promifed,
and we may expeét to be delivered from, and what not.
Counfels proper to obtain on intereft in thofe promifes,
and to experience the fulfilling of them.

FTER all thefe examples of terrible Earth-
quakes, which may make us tremble, it may be
proper to add fomething to regulate our fears of divine
judgments, and to eftablith our hearts under the doubt-
ful expectations of what God will do again{t us. There
is a narural fear of approaching evil, which we muft
not expect to be delivered from, nor is it poflible we
fhould. There is alfo a fear of prudent caution, that
may help us to fuppofe, and provide againit the worft
that may happen : this we are obliged to, as oppolfite
to fecurity ; this will make us flee to God as our re-
fuge and hiding-place. Neither muft we expect to be
delivered from the fear of‘all temporal evils ; confi-
dering what our prefent ftate in this world is, and what
is fuitable for fuch imperfect finful fouls, who muft
have matter of mourning, while there are {uch remain-
ders of fin; efpecially being in the condition of ftran-
gers, in a foreign country, and in the midft of ene-
mies ; and who have this prefent world to be faved
from, and the love of the world to be mortified ; and
- who muft expect to be treated as the followers of a
crucified Saviour, and fo te be conformed to him, our
head, in fuffering, or in refolution and readinefs for it.
Therefore, though it be true, that if our hearts are
fixed on God, we need not be afraid of evil tidings ;
and God has promifed to deliver us from anxious, tor-
menting fears : yet fo much fear of evil as 1s neecful
to drive us to God, by prayer, dependance and truft,
we muft not expect to be delivered from ; efpecially
as we are members of a defiled, divided church; or
hve
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live in a city, or country, where are many whofe fins
call for judgment, whom God does punifh in this
world. We may not think, in {uch a cafe, that we
fhall be quiet from all fear of evil, efpecially if we our
felves have (as doubtlefs we all hw::) contributed our
own fhare to the common guilt.

But fuch as fear the Lord, may hope to be deliver-
ed from the fear of evil fc: as it thall not overwhelm
their {pirits, and deftroy "their confidence and hope in
God, weaken their hands in prefent duty, and take
away the relith of their prefent mercies, or would dif~
pirit and diftract them. Such a fear of evil is threat-
ened as a punifhment, Deut. xxviii. 64. Job. xviii. 3.
Terrors fball make him afraid on every fide, and fball drive
him to bis feet. Thou fhalt be afraid to go forth into the
Jield, or to walk by the way : for the fword of the encmy,
and fear is on every fide. Jer. vi.25. chap. xx. 2. chap.
xlix. 29. They Jball cry unto one another, and ufe this
expreffion, Fear is on every Side; that is, ¢ We
¢ know not what to do, or what to expf:&; whither
¢ to go, or what courfe to take ; what council to fol-
¢ low, or what evil next to look for; or how far it
¢ will proceed, or when or where it will iffue’. The
like inftance fee Jfzi. xxviil. 2.

God prumifes his people, that they fhall be keps 712
peace, Thall fleep in quict, fhall dweil in [afery, Iial. iv,
laft ver. Prov. iii. 24, 25, 26. When thou lieft down,
thou fhalt not be afraid : yea, thou fbalt lie dowon, and thy

Jhall be fweet. Be not afraid of fudden fear, neither
of the defolation of the wicked, when it _rr;---.-_'.u:‘.-,; "7}::'?' the
Lord fball be thy confidence, an: | fhall keep thy foot from

being taken, Job xi. 18, 19.- l'fal . 3. God
promifeth us quiet, peace and :;qu:}-} 1}:-.:1: the real
hurt of temporal evil ; and from the temporal afffic-
tions themfelves, if Hat be beft , and from fuch a fear
of approaching judgment and calamity, as the wicked

are punifhed with.
It you would be *erﬁf’cm 1 in  thefe p'ﬂmiﬁ:ﬁ and
experience the fulfilling of  tliem, ftudy much the
Co-
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covenant of grace, and God’s unchangeable fidelity to
it. This is the ground of fupport in the worft times,
Lai. xli. 1. Fear not, for I am with thee ; be not dif-
mayed, for I am thy God. He bhath made with me an
everlafling covenant, ordered in all things and fure. This
is all my defire, and cll my ﬁu’wd:m?z, Sam. xxiii. 5.
I now need nothing more, I fear nothing, I am fo-
licitous for nathincr Let God build up or pull
down, fave or deﬁ:rnv prolong, or fhorten my
life ; do what] he will with me and mine, he 1is
my God, and covenant’. This made the Plalmift
triumph in faith, Pfal. cxviii. 6. The Lord is on my
Sfide, I will nod| fear : God is our refuge and frrength,
we will not be afraid, though the carth be moved, and
1he pillars thereof be foaken, Pfal. xlvi. beginning; Ha-
bak iil. 17. “Iam not afraid of what man can do, I
am not afraid of what God will do, or what I IhaH
do, or the nmation do. By this confideration, That
He ‘is my God, I can anfwer all my fears : by this I
know my great intereft is fecure, my treafure is fafe,
my prmc:pa] concern is out of danger. He is my
God in an everlafting covenant ; he will not leave
till he bring me to glory: if my body perith by an
Farthquake, my foul fhall afcend to heaven. The
noife of wars, and rumours of wars, thall not break
¢ my reft, for I have peace with God through Chrift.”
Study therefore the covenant of grace, 'and the pro-
mifes of it; and believe the unchangeablenefls of God,
and his power, truth and goodnefs, to make them
good. |
And, in order t& your advantage, by the confider-
ation of God as in covenant, labour to ftrengthen and
increafe your faith, that you may be able to apply all
the promifes of the covenant for your comfort. If we
did heartily affent to the truth of the promifes, and had
a realizing view of what God is, and can be, and do,
for all that fear and truft him; and did more intirely
yield, and devote ourfelves to him, as our Lord and
Sovereign, our God and portion, to be geverned ar;gl
dif~
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difpofed of according to the tenor of his covenant, (all
which is implied in faith) this would relieve us againft
a thoufand fears : this would make 1t evident to our-
felves, that let our dangers be what they will, we are
fafe in the hands of a faithtul, and a good. God : all
events are under his management, and fhall accomplifh
his counfel. Our dangers fhall reach no further, rife
no higher, laft no Iungm, than to ferve his c'lurmus
purpofes.

Accordingly we read, Ifa. xxx. 7. compared with
the 1s5th verfe, that in cafes of danger, our flrength is
to fit Jtill. Not in oppofition to the ufe of means for
our fafety, for that is the duty of every man in his
place : ‘but in oppofition to reliance on any other help
than God ; as an expreflion of faith in God, defcribed
at the 151:11 verfe : In returning, and in reft ﬁafﬁ' you be
faved 5 in quictnefs and in confidence fhall be your flrenzih.
Waiting on God in the way of our duty, fo far as we
know it, in expectation of what God fhall pleafe to do
for or againft us.
~ You ought alfo to recollect, and improve former ex-
periences, to filence diftrufttul fears. Thke Lord is v
Serength and my foield, wny beart trufted in bim, end I was
belped, Pfal. xxviii. 7. Experience worketh hope ; and
that which aflifteth our hope muft needs fcacter our
fears.

Endeavour alfo to mortify the love of this world, and
of life itfelf; and look to your integrity and Upitﬂ‘ht~.
nefs of heart : This will make you as a brazen-wall, and
an iron pillar : whereas an hypocrite will be afraid of
every fhadow. No wonder it the finners in Sion are
afraid, and fear [urprizeth the Mypocrite, while the righieous
are bold as alion. It is therefore good advice of Zu};har
unto Job, chap. x1. 14, 15. If mf@rffj{} be in thy bands,
put it far from thee, and let not wickedne(s dwell in 1hy
tabernacle. And then it follows, Thou Balt lift up thy
face without [pot 3 yea, thou f/"ﬁ!f: be fledfafl, “and theu
Jhalt not fear.

Refign



, [ 94 ]

Refign and give up your felves, and all you have,
into the hands of God. Commit the keeping of your
fouls, and the keeping of the nation, and of the city,
and of your families, and friends, and relations, into
the hands of God, as of a faithful creator and preferver,
1 Pet. iv. 19. Leave all to his care, refolving to be fa-
tisfed, and pleafed with his holy will. We {hall not
be afraid of lofing that by violence which we have vo-
luntarily given up into the hands of God.

But efpecially, letus giveup ourfelves, by renewing
our covenant, penitently and ferioufly, at the table of
the Lord. Sce that there be no controver{ly between
~ God and you, while he hath a controverfy with the na-
tion in general. Renew repentance for paft backilidings,
that your peace may be made with heaven ; that God
may not be your terror, in a day of evil : For nothing
will fo much take away the heart, abate the courage,
the vigour, and firmnefs of your fpirits, -as the jealoufy
and mifgivings of a guilty confcience. If you cannot
look up to God with comfort, if you cannot lift up
your eyes to heaven with hope, to what refuge will
you flee in a day of evil ? |

This is the great counfel I would give, and take, as
the beft preparation for whatfoever thould come to pafs.
For what can daunt the courage of that man, orwoman,
who can fay, Tbis God is my God for ever ; this Saviour,
who hath all power in beaven and in earth, is my Saviony
and my Lord, and the Lord of all this world 2 An up-
right Chriftian, with afiurance, was never a coward,
and never can be. But if we live at uncertainties about
our {pirituzl ftate, if our backflidings be many our cor-
ruptions ftrong, and our evidences blotted, we muft
needs be afraid of publick changes, and threatened ca-
lamities, becaufe we are afraid to die. Shall I mind
you how fad the cafe of Saul was, when he cries out,
1 Sam. xviii.'15. 1 am fore difireffed, for the Philiftines
make war againft me, end God is departed from me, and
anfwers me no wmore ¢ How miferable is their cafe, who,

in a time of trouble, cannot eale their hearts by prayer
to



M

[ 95']
to God ? who, in a time of danger, cannot look to the
end and iffue of things with comfort # who have no an-
chor to drop in a ftorm ¢ The difference is unfpeakably
great, at {uch a time, between the one fort and the

‘other : For while the wicked is driven away in bis wicked-

#nefs, and hurried by temporal fufferings into eternal
ones, the righteous bath bhope in bis death, Prov. xiv. 2.

BREBHETEEBEERERETEEREBEBRES
C FEA"P " X1

Security a prefage of temporal and eternal ruin, to particu-
lar perfons, whatever God may do as to the nation in
general. |

Aftly, Whatever God may, in fovereignty, do in
{paring this nation, and how well foever he will
provide for thofe who are upright before him ; yet, as

~ to particular perfons, who are not at peace with God,

it is moft certain that fecurity isa prefage of ruin ; that
fudden deftruétion fhall overtake them, as travail on a
woman with child. When the flothful and wicked fer-
vant thinks, and fays, in his heart, that his Lord doth
delay his coming, He will come and cut him in funder,
in a day that be looked not fory and in an bour that be was
not aware of, Matth. xxiv. 55. When the rich fool in
the parable faid, Sou/, rake thine eafe ; the next news
we hear of him is, that the pillow is plucked from un-
der his head, and he is caft into hell. When, notwith-
ftanding all the warnings of God by his word and pro-
vidence, men will dlefs themfelves in their bearts, and
{ay, I fhall bave peace, though I walkin the imagination
of my beart, Deut. xxix. 19, 20. The Lord will not

[pare fuch a man, but the anger of the Lord, and bis jea-

loufy fball fmoke againft bim, and all the curfes that are
aoritten in this book fhall lie upon bim, and the Lord fhal!
blot out bis name from under heaven. Therefore, let men

take heed how they arrogantly boaft themfelves in theur
wickednefs



wickednefs, left G@d..ﬁﬁgl& hem out- unm fonte
“vengeance in this world, to- make them exs 5 t0
_thole who fhall afterwards live ungodly. If they. n;gar,:f-
not a udgment to come, to put the evil day far trom
them and defpife all the fore-runners of Judgmmt in
this wnrld yet they:may fuddenly be furprized in their
fecurity, _and they are every moment liable to a fudden
arreft of Judgmmt, againit which they have no relief.
They are under - condemnation, they are yet in their
fins; and therefore to fuch T muft fay, except you repent,
(Ipeedily and heartily repent) you muft perifp.  For tho®
God be loth to ftrike, ahd inelined to pity, and willing
to fpare; tho’ he be flow'to anger, and ready to for-
give ; yet the day of his vengeance is at hand, when he |
fha]l put on fury like a garment; when his eye fhall °
not pity, nor his hand fparc; when he fhall laugh at
your ealamity, and mock when your fear comcth.
Now, O feolifh delaying finner, that goeft on in fin!
the patience and mercy of God pleads for thee againit
his juftice, and he would lead thee to repentance by his
Eong iufﬁ,nng his bowels yearn over thee, and he
would fain overcome thee by his love, and conquer thee
by his grace: but the day is haftening, when there fhall
never be a_ word fpoke for thee by the mercy of God
more ;3 when, btmuﬁ: he {tretched out his hand,, and
thou regardeft not, thou wouldft not hear his voice, or &
know the day of thy vifitation, he fhall condemn t_hﬁf:}
~without pity, and fend thee to bell, without any fuch
compaffionate language as he ufed to his ancient people,
tHow ﬁv.:r!f 1 ng-efﬁ:fe up, Esphm;m 2- The voige f mercy ©
dhall then ceafe,” and plead: for thee ne more: . fHe that
wade thee, will fhew thee no mercy 3 be that ﬁ:rmfd thee,
wwill fhew thee no favour. - He would now delight in thee,
and rejoice over thee todo thee good, and thcrdmr: be-
feecherh thee to have pity on thyﬁif but then he will
delight in the glory of his pr-:,nvul{r;d juftice 5. becaufe
thou. wouldft not be perfuaded to accept of hls mercy
while it might be had. Think of it and tremble, all
y& hat go on in {in, and hate to be r:::!arm::d : T
Whatever
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Whatever become of the nation, if national judg-
ments do not overtake you, you cannot be long out of
the grave, or out of hell.  You are in danger of dam-

‘nation every hour': And, though fentence againft an evil
work is not [peedily exccuted, though a finner do evil an
bundred times, and bis days be prolonged ; yet furely I'know
it fball not be well with the wicked, Eccl. viil. 11, 12,
13. Chrift hath told you again and again, that fuch as
you can never be faved. It is the word of the living
God, that fuch and fuch perfons as you know your
felves to be, thall never enter into heaven. It isa truth
founded on fuch pnnclpies, that the contrary is impof-
fible.

And yet to convince men of this asto their own ftate
and condition, there is the difficulty. For, if you will
not believe God and Chrift, how fhall I expet you
fhould believe me ?  Alas! you will not confider your
cafe for one ferious hour : 'We can hardly prevail fo
far, as to bring you to compare yourfelves with the
word ; and your own character with the defcription of
{uch as fhall perith.  You will put it to the venture,
and a bold venture itis: for if no minifter in the world
fhould tell you, that except you repent, you muft perifh
yea, if the devil thould tell you the contrary a thoufand
times, it will not make the word of God of none effeét,
or your damnation the lefs certain.

You may make a fhift for a little time to drown the
voice of confcience, orftop its mouth; to lay afide the
thoughts of death, and judgment, and aneverlafting hell;
to {peak peace to }T{}L‘lfﬁl\?‘ts acainft the exprefs word of
God : but if you are not renewed and fanctified; if you
do not truly repent, {o as to hate fin, and leave it, and
turn to the Lord ; if you do not unfeignedly give up
your felves to God in Chrift, as your Saviourand Sove-
reign, in the method of the gofpel, your judgment is
near, your deftruftion is at hand, yox muft perifb, and
that more dreadfully than moft othersin the world : for

-your light, your knowledge, your means, your mercics,

your calls, your warnings, your examples, are more and

H greater
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greater than;others. Divine patience will not laft alw&ys- {
The Lord is not flack (as men count flacknefs) conc
the promife of bis coming, but is long-fuffering to us-w
not willing that any fhould perifb, but that all ﬁm&d come
to repentancey 2 Pet. iii. 9. Butif they turn nok, e will
" whet his fword; be bath bent bis bow, and madeit re
he bath prepared elfo infiruments of death, Pfal. vii.
13. Tho’ there are in God riches of goodnefs, and ﬂr- ’
bearance, yet if you defpife the riches af bis goodnefs, nok
knowing that the goodnefs of God leads to repentance, }rou
do but treafure up to your felves wrath againft the day qf 1
wrath, and revelation of the righteous jﬂdgﬁmﬁ of GﬂJ
Rom. ii. 4, 5 !

It is dreadful to perithas to a temporal rum, by wm-s,..
and fires, and earthquakes, and fuch calamities: but .
how much fadder is it to think of defcending into the
place of remedile(s torment, under the everlafting curfe
of God, to be tormented with the devil and his angels!
It 1s fad to hear of this, fad to forefee it, to confider it,
to think of it; but it will be much fadder to {uffer,
and to feel it.  And be not deceived, it is not the lefs
certain, becaufe it is yet future. You are now alive,
and do not fee the grave digged for you, and yet you
muft die : and as certainly. do I know from the word of
God, who cannot lie, That exceps you repent, you ﬂmﬁ
perifb, and that for ever.

T HE .END.



