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PHILOSOPHICAL

TRANSACTIONS.

For the YEAR 1742-3.

The CONTENT S.

Several Papers relating to the Ter-
reftrial Curysirus, GoLpEN-FooTs
or GuiNEA, an Infe@, or Vege-
table, which bas this [urprifing
Property, that being cut into fe-
veral Piecesy each Piece lives, and
in a fhort time becomes as perfelt
an Infet, or Vegetable, as that of
which it was originally only a
Part.

A 2 Abftra&






Abftra&t of Part of a Letter
from the Heer Rottenfcrach
in Germany, communicat-

ing Obfervations on the
CHRYSIPUS.

S IR,
NOME time fince died bere of Old-

Age, one Petrus Gualterus, o
Man well kunown in the Learned
World, and famous for nothing fo
much as for an extraordinary Collec-
tion which he had made of the Chry-
fipi, an Animal or Vegetable; o
which I doubt not but there are till
fome 70 be found in England: How-
every if that fhould be difficult, it may
be ealy to fend forme over to you; as
they are at prefent very plentiful in
thefe Parts. I can anfwer for the

Truth
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Truth of the Fafts contained in the
Paper 1 fend you, as there is not one
of them but what I bave [een re-
peated above twenty times, and I wifh
others may be encouraged to try the
Experiments over again, and Jatisfy
themfelves of the Truth by their own
Eyes.  The Accounts of the Chryfipi,
as well as the Collettion itfelf, were
Jound in the Cabinet of the above-
mentioned Petrus, after bis Death :
for he could never be prevailed on to

cormmmunicate a Sight of either while
alive. I amy Siry, &c.




[ ")

The Figure of the TERRESTRIAL
Curvysieus ficking to a Finger.

Obfervations and Experiments
upor the TERRESTRIAL
Curysipus, or GUINEA,
by Mynheer Petrus Gual-

- terus.

Tranflated from the FrenNcH by
PHLZ C G5

HE Animal in queftion is a
terreftrial Vegetable or Infect,

of which mention s made in the
Philofopbical Tranfactions for feveral
Years, as may be feen in N, ooo.
' Art,
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Art. ®000. and N°. oo. Art. 003,
and N°. --- Art, 18. %

Tais Animal or Veget&b]e is of a
- rotund, orbicular or round Form,
as reprefented in the Figure annexed.

In which A4. denotes the Ruffle. B.
the Hand. G. the Thumb of that
Hand. D. the Finger. E. the Part of
that Finger to which the Curysi-
pus fticks. F. £ f. . Four Tubes, re-
prefenting the Iig. *, or Mawn's Staff,
mentioned by Ga/ler in his Treatife
de Ufu Partium; and by Ariffotle,
in that little Book called his Aps.8i-
Baiivy or Mafler-Piece. 'TheTo suav-
xory, OF W oman's Pipe, an oblong

perforated Subftance, to which the
ﬁnd mes directly tend, is reprefented
by the Letter C. 7/ be Mouth of the
Chryfipus 7s in this anteriour Middle,
it opens into the Stomach, which takes
wup the wholeLength of the Body. The
whole Body forms but one Pipe, a
fort of Gut which can be opened
but at one end, 7. e at Letter C.

* See Philsf. Tranfait. concerning the drber Vite,

anng 1732,
THE
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TueSize of the Body of a Chryfipus
varies according to its different Spe-

cles.

I know two Species only, differ-
ing in Extent almoft one half; which,
for Diftin&ion fake, I call the ZZ7ho/e
Chryfipus, and the Hemi-Chryfipus.
The latter of thefe is by no means fo
valuable as the former. The Length
of the nei differ likewife in propor-
tion to the different Size or Exten-
{ion of thefe two.

Tue 15 of thofe of a modern
Growth are {o imperfe& and invifible
to the naked Eye, that it is much to
be feared the Species will {foon be en-
tirely loft among us: And indeed in
England, they are obferved of late to
be much rarer than formerly, efpe-
cially in the Country, where at pre-
{ent there are very few of them to be
found : but at the f{ame time it is

remarked, that in fome Places of
| B the
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the Continent, particularly in a cer-
tain Part of Germany, they are much
plentier ; being to be found in great
Numbers, where formerly there were
{carce any to be met with.

I have not, after the minuteft Ob-
{ervation, been able to fettle with any
degree of certainty, whether this be
really an Animal or a Vegetable, or
whether it be not ftrictly neither, or
rather both. For as I have by the
Help of my Microfcope difcovered
{fome of its Parts to refemble thofe of
a Lion; I have at other times taken
notice of fomething not unlike the
Flower de Luce. Not to repeat thofe
Parts above-mentioned, which bear
great Analogy to the "Aweia of the
Human Body. On their Extremi-
ties (if they are not very old) may be
feen certain Letters forming the
Names of feveral of our Kings ;
whence I have been almoft inclined
to conclude, that thefe are the
Flowers mentioned by Zirgi/, and
s, which
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which appear to have been fo ex-
tremely fcarce in his Time.

Dic quibus in terris infcripti no-
mina Regum

Nafeuntur flores.

Particularly as he adds,

—Et Phyllida folus babeto.

Of which we {hall take notice here-
after, when we come to Ipeak of its
Properties. What hath principally
diffuaded me from an Opinion of its
being an Animal, is, that I could
never obferve any Symptoms of vo-
luntary Motion : But indeed the
fame may be faid of an Oyfter,
which I think is not yet {ettled by
the Learned to be abfolutely a Ve-
getable.

Bur though it hath not, or {eems
not to have any progreflive Motion
of its awn, yet is it very ealy to com-

B2 municate
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municate a Motion to it. Indeed
{fome Perfons have made them fly

all over the Town with great Ve-
locity.

Waar is faid of the Polypus, in a
late excellent Paper communicated
to the Royal Society, is likewile ap~
plicable to the Chryfipus.

¢ Tuey make ufe of their progrel-
¢ five Motion, when communicated
¢ to them, to place themfelves con-
¢ veniently, fo as to catch their Prey.
¢ They are voracious Animals; their
¢ ¢ are {o many Snares which they
¢ fet for Numbers of {mall Infeéts.
¢ As {oon as any of them touches one
¢ of the mes, it is caught.’

BuTt then it differs from the Poly-
pusin the Confequence : for inftead
of making the Infeé? its Prey, it be-
comes itfelf a Prey to it;- and in-
fread of conveying an Infe¢t twice as
large as its own Mouth into it, 1n

imitation
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imitation of the Polypus, the poor
Chryfipus is itfelf conveyed into the
Loculus or Pouch of an Infeft a
thoufand times as large as itfelf.
Notwithftanding which, this wretch-
ed Animal (for {o I think we may be
allowed to call it) 1s {o eager after its
Prey, that if the In/ec? (which {eldom
happens) makes any Refiftance, it
fummons other Chryfipi to its Aid,
which in the end hardly ever fail of
fubduing it, and getting into its
Pouch. |

Tue Learned Gualterus goes on
in thefe Words: ¢ A Chryfipus, by
¢ the fimple Conta&t of my own
¢ Finger, has {o clofely attached itfelf
¢ to my Hand, that by the joint and
¢ indefatigable Labour of feveral of
¢ my Friends, it could by no means
¢ be fever’d, or made to quit its Hold.’

As to the Generation of the Chry-
frpus, it differs irom all other Ani-
mals or Vegetables whatever: for

though
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though it feems the beft {fupplied for
this natural Funéion, Nature having
provided each Female Part with four
Male ones, which one would think
{fufficient ; yet it may be faid, as of
the Polypus, they have no diftin-
guithed Place by which they bring
forth their Young.

GUALTE RU § judicioufly re~
marks *: ¢I have (fays he) fome of
¢ them, that have greatly muliiplicd
¢ under my Eyes, and of which I
¢ might almoit fay, that they have
¢ produced Young-ones from all the
¢ exterior Parts of their Body.

< I have learned by a continual
¢ Attention to the two Species of
¢ them, that all the Individuals of

¢ thefe Species produce Young-ones.

¢TI have for Sixty Years had under
¢my Eye Thoufands of them; and
¢ though I have oBsERVED THEM CON-
¢ STANTLY, AND WITH ATTENTION,
¢ fo

* Vid, Remarks on the Poljpus, pag. 6.
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¢ {o as to watch them Night and Day,

¢ I never obferved any thing like the
¢ common Animal-Copulation.

¢ T tried at firft two of them ; but
¢ thefe I found would not produce a
¢ compleat Chryfipus ; at leaft I had
¢ reafon to think the Operation would
¢ be {o flow, that I muft have waited
¢ fome Years for its Completion.
¢ Upon this, I tried a Hundred of
¢ them together ; by whofe marvel-
¢ lous Union (whether it be, that they
¢ mix Total, like thofe Heavenly
¢ Spirits mentioned by Mi/zon, or by
¢ any other Procefs not yet revealed
¢ to human Wit) they were found in
¢ the Year’s End to produce three,
¢ four, and fometimes five complete
¢ Chryfipi. 1 have indeed often
¢ made them in that Space produce
¢ Ten or Twenty; but this hath
¢ been by fome held a dangerous Ex-
¢ periment, not only to the Parent
¢ Chryfipi themfelves, which have by

¢ thefe means been utterly loit and
¢ de-
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¢ deftroyed, but even to the Philo-
¢ fopher who hath attempted it : For
¢ as {fome curious Perfons have, by
¢ Hermetic Experiments, endangered
< the Lofs of their Teeth, {o we, by
¢a too intenfe Application to this
¢ Chryfipearn Philofophy, have been
¢ fometimes found to endanger our
¢ Ears.” He then proceeds thus :

*¢ AnoTHER Fa&, which I have
¢ obferved, has proved to me, that
¢ they have the Faculty of multi-
¢ plying, before they are fever'd from
¢ their Parent. I have {een a Chryfipus,
¢ ftill adhering, bring forth Young-
¢ ones ; and thofe Young-ones them-
¢ felves have alfo brought forth others.
< Upon Suppofition, that perhaps
¢ there was fome Copulation between
¢ the Parent and Young-ones, whilft
¢ they were yet united ; or between
¢ the Young-ones coming from the
¢ Body of the fame Parent: I made
¢ divers Experiments, to be fure of

¢ the: Fa& ; but not one of thofe Ex-
¢ periments
* Remarks, Pag. 7.
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t periments ever led me to any thing
¢ that could give the Idea of a Co-
. Plilation;i

I now prt:c&eci to the Singularitics
tefulting from the Operation I have
tried upon them.

A Chryfipus of the larger kind
may be divided into one and
twenty Subftances (whether Ani-
mal or Vegetable we determine
hot) every Subftance being at leaft
as large as the original Chryfipus.
Thefe may again be {ubdivided,
each of them into twenty four ;
and what is very remarkable, every
one of thefe Parts is heavier, and
rather larger than the firft Chryfipus.
The only Difference in this Change,
is that of the Colour; for the firlt
Sort are yellow, the fecond white,
and the third refemble the Com-
plexion and . Subftance of many
human Faces.

C Tusse
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Y
Taese {ubdivided Parts are by
fome obferved to lofe in a great
degree their adherefcent Quality :
Notwithftanding which, Gualterus
‘writes, that, from the minuteft Ob-
{ervations upon his own Experience,
they all adhered with equal Tena-
city to his own Fingers.

Tue Manner of dividing a Chry-
Sfpus difters, however, greatly from
that of the Polypus ; for whereas we
are taught in that excellent Treatife
abovementioned, that

* ¢ Ir the Body of a Polypus is cut
¢ into two Parts tranfverfly, each of
¢ thofe Parts becomes a complete
¢ Polypus : On the very Day of the
¢ Operation, the firft Part, or ante-
¢ rior End of the Polypus, that is, the
¢ Head, the Mouth, and the Arms;
¢ this Part, I fay, lengthens itfelf, it
¢ creeps, and eats.

THE

. * Geg Polypus, pag, 8, 9,104
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¢« Tue fecond Part, which has »o
¢ Head, gets one 5 a Mouth forms it-
¢ {elf, at the anterior End ; and fhoots
¢ forth Arms, This Reprodu&ion
¢ comes about more or lefs quickly,
¢ according as the Weather is more
¢ or lefs warm. In Summer, I have
¢ feen Arms begin to {prout out 24
¢ Hours after the Operatiﬂn and zhe
¢ new Head perﬁ&ed in every refpect
‘iz a few Days’

¢ Eacu of thofe Parts, thus be-
¢ come a perfe@ Polypus, performs
¢ abfolutely all its Fun&ions. - It
¢ creeps, it eats, it grows, and it mul-
¢ tiplies.; and 4/l that, as much as
¢ a Polypus which never had been
¢ out

¢ In whatever Place the Body of
¢a Polypus is cut, whether in the
¢ Middle, or more or lefs near the
¢ Head, or the pofterior Part, the
2 ¢ Ex-
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¢ Ex]_:}enment has always the fame
¢ Succefs

¢ Ir a Polypus is cut traniverfly, at
¢ the fame Moment, into three or
¢ four Parts, they all equally become
¢ {o many complete ones.’

¢ Tue Animal is too fmall to be
¢ cut at the fame time into a great
¢ Number of Parts; I therefore did
$ it fucceffively. I firft cut a Poly-
¢ pus into four Parts, and let them
¢ grow ; next, I cut thofe Quarters
¢ again ; and at this rate I proceeded,
¢/l 1 bad made g0 out of one fingle
“one » And here I {topp'd, for there
¢ would have been 79 End of the Ex-

¢ pﬁriﬁzeﬂf.’

I navEe now actually by me feve-
¢ ral Parts of the fame Polypus, cut
¢ into Pieces above a Year ago ; fince
¢ which time, they have produced a
¢ great Number of Young-oneés.’

‘A
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¢ A Polypus may alfo be cut in

\ ¢ two, lengthways. Beginning by the
¢ Head, one firft [plits the faid Head,
¢ and afterwards the Stomach ; The
¢ Polypus being in the Form of a
¢ Pipe, each Half of what is thus cut
¢ lengthways forms a Half-pipe ; the
¢ anterior Extremity of which is ter-
¢ minated by the half of the Head,
¢ the half of the Mouth, and Part of
¢ the Arms. It is not long before
¢ the two Edges of thofe Half-pipes
¢ clofe, after the Operation: They
¢ generally begin at the pofterior Part,
¢ and clofe up by degrees to the an-
¢ terior Part.  Then, each Half-pipe
¢ becomes @ Whole-one, complete : A,
¢ Stomach is formed, in which no-
¢ thing is wanting ; and oxz of each

¢ Half-mouth a whole-one is formed
¢ alfo. -

< I uave feen all this done in lefs
¢ than an Hour ; and that the Po/y-

¢ pus
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¢ pus, produced from each of thofe
¢ Halves, at the End of that time
¢ did not differ from the Whole-ones,
¢ except that it had fewer Arms; but
¢in a few Days more grew out.’

1 mave cut a Polypus, length-
¢ ways, between Seven and Eight in
¢ the Morning; and between Two
¢ and Three in the Afternoon, each
of the Parts bas been able 20 eat a

$Warm as long as itfelf.

< Ir a Polypus is cut lengthways,

¢ beginning at the Head, and the Sec-
¢ tion is not carried quite through ;
¢ the Refult is, a Polypus with two
¢ Bodies, two Heads, and one Tail.
¢ Some of thofe Bodies and Heads
¢ may -again be cut, lengthways,
¢ foon after. In this manner I have
¢ produced a Polypus that had [feven
¢ Bodies, as many Heads, and one
¢ 7ail. 1 afterwards, at once, -cut
¢ off the feven Heads of this new
¢ Hydra:



)

.« Hydra : Seven others grew again ;
“ and the Heads, that were cut of),
¢ became each a complete Polypus.

¢ I cut a Polypus, traniverily,
¢ into two Parts: 1 put thefe two

¢ Parts clofe to each other again, and
¢ they reunited where they had been
¢« cut. The Polypus, thus reunited,
¢ eat the Day after it had undergone
¢ this Operation: It is fince grown,
¢« and has multiplied.’

¢ I took the pofterior Part of one

< Polypus, and the anterior of ano-
¢ thery and I have brought them to
¢ yewunite in the [ame manner as the
¢ foregoing . Next Day, the Polypus
¢ that refulted, eat: It has continued
¢« well thefe two Months, fince the
¢ Operation: It is grown, and has
¢ put forth Young-ones; from each
¢ of the Parts of which it was formed.
¢ The two foregoing Experiments do
¢ not always fucceed ; it often hap-
¢ pens,
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¢ pens, that the two Parts will not
JGIH Hg:‘llﬂ

¢ In order to-compreheind the Ex-
¢ periment I am now going to fpeak
¢ of, one thould recolle&t; that the
¢« whole Body of a Polypus forms
< only one Pipe, a fort of Gut, or
¢ Pouch.’

« I have beén able to turn that
¢ Pouch, that Body ¢f the Polypus,
¢ INSIDE-OUTWARDS 3 AS ONE MAY
¢ TURN A STOCKING.

¢ I mave {everal by me, that have
¢ remained turned in this manner}
¢ THEIR INSIDE IS BECOME THEIR
¢ QuTsipE, AND THEIR OuTsipr
¢ rueir Insipe : They eat, they
¢ grow, and they multiply, as if
¢ they had never been turned.’

Now in the Divifion and Subdivi-
fion of our Chryfipus, we are forced
' to
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to proceed in quite a different man-
ner's namely, by the Metabolic
or Mutative, not by the Schyftic
or Divifive. Some . have indeed at-
tempted this latter Method ; but,
like that great Philofopher the El-
det Pliny, they have perithed in
their Difquifitions, as he did, by
Suffocation. Indeed there is a Me-
thod called the Kilepriffic, which
hath been preferred to the Meta-~
bolic : But this too is dangerous ;
the Ingenious Gualterus never car-
ried it farther than the Metabolicy
contenting himfelf fometimes to di<
vide the original Chryfipus into
twenty two Parts, and again to
fubdivide thefe into twenty-five ;
but this requires great Att.

It ‘carft be doubted but that Mr.
Trembley will, in the Work he is
pleafed to promlfe us, give fome
Account of the Longevity of the
Polypus. As to the Age of the

b Chry-
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Chryfipus, it differs extremely ;
fome being of equal Duration with
the Life of Man, and fome of
{carce a Moment’s Exiftence. The
beft Method of preferving them,
is, I believe, in Bags or Chefts,
in large Numbers ; for they f{el-
dom live long when they are
alone. The Great Gualterus fays,
he thought he could never put
enough of them together. If you
carry them in your Pockets fingly,
or in Pairs, as fome do, they will
laft a very little while, and in fome
Pockets not a Day.

*We are told of the Polypus,
¢ That they are to be look'd for
¢ in fuch Ditches whofe Water is
¢ ftock’d with {mall Infe@s. Pieces
¢ of Wood, Leaves, aquatic Plants,
¢ in fhort, every thing is to be taken
¢ out of the Water, that is met with
¢.at the Bottom, or on the Surface of

¢ the Water, on the Edges, and in

¢ the
. Polypus, pag. 1 2.
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¢ the Middle of the Ditches. What
¢ is thus taken out, muft be put into
¢ a Glafs of clear Water, and thefe
¢ Infeds, if there are any, will foon
¢ difcover themielves; efpecially if
¢ the Glafs is let ftand a little, with-
¢ out moving it: for thus the In-
¢ fe&s, which contra& themfielves
¢ when they are firft taken out,
¢ will again extend themfelves when
¢ they are at Reft, and become
¢ thereby {o much the more re-
¢ markable.’

Tue Chryfipus is to be look'd
for in Scrutores, and behind Wain-
{cotes in old Houfes. In f{fearch-
ing for them, particular Regard is
to be had to the Perfons who in-
habit, or have inhabited in the
fame Houfes, by obferving which
Rule, you may often prevent throw-
ing away your Labour. They love
to be rather with old than young
Perfons, and deteft Finery {o much,

D2 that
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that they are feldom to be found
in the Pockets of laced Clothes,
and hardly ever in gilded Palaces.
They are fometimes very difficult
to be met with, even though you
know where they are, by realon
of Piecces of Wood, Iron, &c. which
muft be removed away before you
can. come  dat. them.  Lhere -are,
however, feveral {ure Methods of
procuring them, which are all af-
certained in a Treatife on that Sub-
je&, compofed by Petrus Gualterus,

which, now he is dead will ﬂmrt]y
~fee the Light.

I come now, in the laft Place,
to {peak of the Virtues of the
Chryfipus 5 In thefe it exceeds
not only the Polypus, of which
not one fingle Virtue is recorded,
but all other Animals and Vege-
tables whatever. Indeed I in-
tend here only to fet down fome
of its chlef C@uht es ; for to enu-

merate
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merate all, would require a large

Volume.

Firft, then, A fingle Chryfipus
ftuck on to the Finger; will make a
Man talk for a full Hour, nay will
make him fay whatever the Perfon
who fticks it on defires : And again;
if you defire Silence, it will as ef-
feGually ftop the moft loquacious
Tongue. Sometimes, indeed, one
or two, or €ven twenty, are not
{fufficient ; but if you apply the
proper Number, they feldom or
never fail of Succefs. It will like-
wile make Men blind or deaf, as
you think proper; and all this
without doing the leaft Injury to
h: { everalOrgans.

Secondly, It hath a moft miracu-
lous Quality of turning Black inte
White, or White into Black. In-
deed it hath the Powers of the
Prilmatic Glafé, and can, from any

OLJUT‘}



Object, reflet what Colour it
pleafes. |

Tﬁfm'_fy, IT is the ftrongeft Love-
Powder in the World, and hath
fuch Efficacy on the Female Sex,
that it hath often produced Love
in the finet Women to the moit
worthlefs and ugly, old and decrepit
of our Sex.

To give the ftrongeft Idea in
one Inftance, of the falubrious
Quality of the Chryfipus; It is a
Medicine which the Phyficians are
fo fond of taking themfelves, that
few of them care to vifit a Pa-
tient, without fwallowing a Dofe
of it. v

To conclude ; Faéls like thefe 1
have related, to be admitted, re-
quire the moft convincing Proofs.
I wventure to fay, I am able to
produce fuch Proofs. In the mean

tume,
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time, I refer my curious Reader
to the Treatife I have above men-
tioned, which is not yet publifh-
ed, and perhaps never may.

B DO €IS













