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Right HonourasLE the

Earl of HALIFAX,

My Lorp,
CIAKRY¥IHE Generous and Ac-
SERILLER  tive Zeal with which
You have efpoufed the
Charity this Sermon
o 7 15 Intended to retom-
mend, and the Afliduity with which
You have vouchfafed to prefide in
a the




1 DEeEpicAaTIiON.

the Committee appointed for ripening
the general Scheme, and bringing
it into Effe&t, might juftly have
intitled Your Lordfhip to this Ap-
plication ; had Your various Abili-
ties been much lefs confpicuous,
and the other Parts of Your Cha-
racter (1incomparably more valu-
able than any Abilities,) been lefs
known to the Author, or lefs reve-
renced by him. Yet I am very
{enfible, that the plain and hafty
Difcourfe, which I have now the
Honour of prefenting to Your Lord-
thip, might fear the Review of an
Eye {o accuftomed to all that is elo-
quent, beautiful, and finifhed in
Antiquity, did it not truft to that
kind Prejudice, which Your Attach-
ment to its general Defign will natu-
rally give You in its Favour.,

I am fenfible, how impertinent
it would be in me on this Occafion,
ta




DEeEpnicaTiON, 11
to give mylelf a Liberty of faying
all the refpectful Things, which from
my Heart I think of the Ear/of Ha-
lifax, or to imagine, that his general
Permiflion of infcribing this Sermon
to him would authorize the doing it.
Butit would be over-rigorous in Your
Lordthip, to prohibit my intimating
that Pleafure I have fhared with fo
many more difcerning Perfons than
myf{elf, in obferving that accurate
Judgment, that fteady Application,
that impartial Equity, and that en-
gaging Addrefs, with which Your
Lordthip, under the Character of our
Chairman, has conducted the Coun-
fels and Affairs of the Committee. 1
know, that I {peak the Sentiments of
{everal of its Members ; and I believe,
I {peak the Sentiments of all; when
I fay, that in the Fatigue of that
clofe Attendance, which we have
thought it our Duty to give on this

a-2 good




iv DEDICATION.

good Occafion, we have often been
relieved by refle&ting, as it was moft
natural to do, on the Benefit which
the Publick muft receive from fuch
Talents, when exerted in the higheft
Aflemblyof our Nation. There Your
Lordfhip finds a Sphere of Action
more amply proportioned to the
Largenefs of Your Heart, and {uited
to that high Senfe of Liberty, and
benevolent Concern for the general
Good, which is the brighteft Orna-~
ment of @ Peer, and of g Briton.

G o on, my Lord, to {hine in this
Ornament more and more. Ani-
mated by every Principle, which Hu-
manity, and Nobility, and (what is
moft humane, and moft noble,) true
Chriftianity can fuggeft; go on to
exert the diftinguithed Capacities of
Ufetulnefs, with which Providence
has bleffled You, in fuch Services,

and




DEpIicATION. V-
and by exerting to increafe them ;
and with them to increafe that Ve-
neration and Affe&ion, which every
worthy Heart will pay You as its
juft Tribute, and that infinitely
more Important and Divine Plea-
fure, which Your own will find,
in the Con{cioufnefs of having acted
well. A Pleafure, indeed worthy
of the moft ardent Purfuit ; and on
which Heaven fets {fo high a Value,
that it allows it not to be treated
with 4y Prax_y, nor will grant any
T hmg like it, to the moft illuftri-
ous Birth, the moft ample Fortune,
or the moft elevated Genius, unlefs
the Pofleflor of them all will go to

the Price of it by a refolute Exer-
cife of Perfonal Virtue.

I rEjOICE, not for myfelf alone,
but for my Country, that our Crvi/,
and Sacred Liberty hath One fuch

Guardian
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Guardian among the rifing Nobles
of our Age: I hope, it has many;
and I pray Gop, their Number and
their Virtues may be increafed ; and
that where ever they are, they may
be rewarded with a rich Variety and
a long Succeflion of External Blef-
fings, joined with that Inward Sa-
tisfaction which is infeparable from
fuch a Chara&er.

May Your Lordfhip efpecially,
not only have the {fublime Joy of
beholding Great - Britain diftin-
ouifhed among the Nations by Pub-
lick Honour and Profperity, but fee
every Thing, which can conduce to
Your Perfonal and Domeftick Hap-
pinefs, added in Private Life! And.
in particular, when you condefcend
to turn your Thoughts towards
Northampton, (a Town under He-

reditary Obligations to Your Lord-
{hip’s
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DevpicarioN.  vi
fhip’s Family, which I hope it will
never be {o ungrateful as to forget,)

“may you foon and long have the

Satisfaétion to fee its CounTy Hos-
pr1 AL, which you are now {o kindly
cherithing in its Infant-Weaknefs,
grown up to full Maturity, and giv-
ing more certain Prefages of being
an extenfive Blefling to Generations
yet to come !

I siNcERELY congratulate Your
Lordfhip, and the other illuftri-
ous Nvbles and worthy Gentlemen,
who are exerting themfelves in
this good Work, on a Capacity of
doing greatly for its Service, while
my narrow Sphere will allow me
little more than to wz/b iz well. Yet
it is a Comfort to me to think, that
this Difcourfe, in which (imperfe&
as it is,) I flatter myfelf there will
be found Traces of an honeft and

“a tender Heart not eafily to be coun-

terfeited,
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terfeited, will be fome Memorial of
the Affection with which I have en-
deavoured to ferve it, and at the
fame Time of the unfeigned and
profound Refpet with which I
am,

My Lord,
Your Lordfbip's moft faithful,
moft obedient, and moft obliged

humble Servant,

Nbrthampton. e
OGN e P. Doddridge.




¥ *J s /1E great Defire which I bave to pro-

=S @n #iote that noble and amiable Charity
wa'cia is now [et on Foot among us,
DY bas fﬂgagfd me to comply with the
Request of fome of my Friends in
p;sfafrﬂ:'mg thls Sermon, which was delivered on
too liitle Notice to allow of much Preparation. But
indeed wvery little Refleciion is neceflary, where the
Arguments in its Favour are [o obvious 5 and litile
Art can be required to plead a Caufe, which, as foon
as it is admitted to a [bort Hearing, [peaks [o loudly
and fo eloguently for itfelf.

The only plaufitle ObjeCtions, which I remember
to bave heard againfl it, are thele Two :—That
the diftant Parts of the County can expefi little
Benefit &y it 5 — and that any private Houle, which
can be taken for the Purpofes of a County Hos-
PITAL, can bear but little Proportion fo what
¢he Neceflities of fo large a County will require.
But I bape, neither of thefe Objections will be found
unanfwerable s and if every ObjeCtor will do his
Part towards removing them, I am fure they can-
not be found Jfo.

1 apprebend myfelf to bave no Right to [peak here
of the particular Precautions, which the Commit-
tee bas taken with regard to the Firft of thefe s

b but




X PREFACE.

but [ball refer the Reader to the Statutes of the
intended Holpital, when they fball be publifbed, as
they guickly will. But it may, and ought to be
taken for gramted, till the contrary appear, (which
I perfwade myfelf it never will,) that the Rules
for the Admiffion of Patients will be fo confti-
tuted among us, as well as elfewbeye, that Patients
coming from diftant Parts will bave fome Prefe-
rence given them, to thofe that are near Home,
And as none but Chronical Cafes are like to g?'e'r
from a Diftance, if due Precautions e igken in
writing and aﬂﬁﬂfﬂﬂg Letters, in the Reﬁr{ﬂeﬂm-
tian of Cales, and in bringing Patients, J cannot
fee any Pméza&u’uy of frequent Difappointments.
If the contrary be fufpetied, let Gentlemen, and others,
who are willing to all for the Encouragement of the
Charity if it be duely ordered, favour us with their
Prefence at our mext general Meeting of Sub-
{cribers, and there let them examine what the Com-
mittee will then offer on this Head, as well as
on otherss and if they are not [atisfed with what
is already adjufled, let them propofe any more effec-
tual Methods of making them eafy on this Head :
They will no doubt be beard with all due Regard,
and the Affifance of their Counfels be thankfully ac-
knowledged by all who bave the Intereft of the Hof-
pital az Heart.

As for the Second Obyjetion, the Force of it
cannot be thoroughly )udged of, till the Houfe in-
tended for the Reception of Patients b¢ known,
and the projected Alterations in it are examined.  If
after this it be fHill infified upon, that we fhould
build, tben let thofe, who are in that Sentiment, {ub-
fcrlbe their refpective Benefactions for that Pur-

Pﬁfﬁ 3 aid there can be no Doubt, but the Work wf
e




PreErAceE xi
be joyfully undertaken, as foon as- there appears ‘any
Fund fo confiderable as bo render it fafe. But :'h
the mean time it would furely be most unreafonable
to clamour againft any Governours, -or Committee,
who may be eflablifbed, for not- dttempting it, while
they bave no Stock for fo great an Undertaking, in

any tolerable Degree proportionable ‘to jt.  This
County, fo well cultivated and inbabited, and cele-

brated for the Seats of fo many of the Nobility and
Gentry, is capable of doing grear Things if it pleafes,
and may, (like Devonfhire,) without feeling any fen-
fible Burthen, command a {pacious and commodi-
ous Edifice #o arife for this Purpofe in a few
Months 3 and if no unexpetied Providence obfiruét it,
I know not ‘what fhould forbid us te éaspe' and ex-
peit it.  Good Examples are already given, great
Patrons aré engaged *, and Meafures are entered

into for ful“hcitmg the County in the most prus
2\ TS 2 dent

* #* This refers to the Honour, which his Grace the Dufs
of Montague and the Earl of Nortbampton have done u
the former in acc.?ptm the Office of Grand Vifitor of the
Hojpital, and the latter that of perpfhrm’ Prefident 5 as well
as to the important ﬂﬂiﬂances, which ‘the Ear of Halifax
has given, and is giving, as in every other generous and
zealoas Service to, the Defigr, fo efpecially in prefiding as
Chairman in the prefent Committee for drawing up the Sta-
tutes of the Hyfpital, and taking other preparatory Meafures
for putting the Plan into the moft fpeedy and efféfual
Execation : Circumftances, which in fo happy a Concur-
rence, have given a Sp:r:: and @ Weight to its Refolutions,
whu;h it is hard to imagine how they could otherwife have
had., I mention not the Names of feveral others of the
Nobility, Gentry, and Clergy, who have diftinguithed them-
felves on this Occafion: The Liff, when publithed, will
fpeak the Generofity of their Subfcription ; and other Ser-
vices, not capable of being reprefented there or here, will,
np ,douht live in the grateful Memory of all who have par-
ticularly known them, without any fuch Records.
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dent and engaging Methods that could be contrived,
The Effect will_foon be feen i and then, and not till
theny the Managers will be able to _;ua’ge what they
canat. firfp fafely attempt, and will, I dare fay,
greatly rejoice to fee @ much grander Scheme prac-
gﬁ&, than rbc:y bave allowed themfelves particu-

to
It is w:—rtb grmf Pleafure, that I fee Perfons, who

‘bave been liffed under oppofite Parties, and whe
bear different Denominations, cordially uniting
to advance this generous Scheme, and confulting 1o
make each other as eafy as poffible in the Execution
of it. There is very little in the following Sermon,
which is not Matter of common Concern, as we
are Chriftians, and as we are Men s and I am
not aware of one Word, which can reafonably give
Offence fo any: And therefore I bope, the Name
of the Author will be no prevailing Prejudice
againft its Acceptance and Ulefulnefs. I cannot think
an Attempt of this Kind out of Charaler in pre-
fent Circumflances. I bave peculiar Obligations
to love a County, where 1 bave fpent fo many agree-
able Years, and in the wvarious Parts of which I
bave the Pleafure of enjoying a perfonal Friendfbip
with fo many deferving People. But bad I been
only an occafional Refident in it for a few Months
or Weeks, I could not bave refufed what little 1 might
bave bad an Opportunity of doing, in Subferviency to a
Defign /o friendly to Human Nature as this. Homo

um, humani nihil 2 me alienum puto.

P‘ Dl




Compaiﬁt}n to the Sick recom-
mended and urged, &c.

Psaty XTJ. 1) and e

Blefled is bhe that confideretl the
Poor; the LORD will deliver him
in Time of Trouble : The LORD
will firengthen him wupon the Bed
of Languifbing : Thou wilt make
all his Bed in his Sicknefs.

T i1s Matter of certain Ob-
fervatmn and of dﬁllght—

‘ rﬁ i'"*w wife and gracious Provi-
RO dence, even the Diftreffes
of Human Nature are {o over-ruled, as

to occafion fome of 1its moft exqu:ﬁtc
B Plea-



2 Compaffion to the Sick

Pleafures. Our own have this Effe&,
when generoufly encountered in a good
Caufe; or when, from whatever Source
they arife, we bear them with a calm
Refignation to the Great Governour of all,
animated by an humble Confidence in his
Goodnefs. And the Calamities of ofbers,
deeply as they wound every compaflio-
nate Heart, are the accidental Caufe of a
proportionable Satisfaction attending every
humane Attempt for their Relief. This
is what I am perfwaded, many of you,
to whom T now {peak, have often expe-
rienced already ; and I hope, that Experi-
ence will now be largely and happily re-
newed. I am confident it will, if what
I am about to lay before you in Favour
of the Scheme, which is now opening
upon us, for a CouNTY-INFIRMARY
to be ereted here, be regarded in fuch a
Manner, as I have great Reafon to hope
it will; confidering how noble a Charity
it fuggefts, and how ready I have ever
found you to comply with every Call of
Providence to contribute liberally for the
Affiftance of the Neceffitous.

TuaT important Branch of Chriftian
Charity, which confifts in grving Alms to
the Poor and Indigent, has been the Sub-
ject of fo many of my Difcourfes, that al-
moft every Topick, and every Argument,

which




recommended and urged. 3

which I could think of to inforee it, has
been warmly and frequently urged upon
you; and the faireft Examples of fuch a
Difpofition have been particularly illuf-
trated, that, charmed with the Beauty of
them, you might go and do likewife. Ef-
pecially have you been often prefied by
that nobleft and tendereft of all Argu-
ments, which arifes from the infinite
Compaffion and Benevolence of the Blefled
Jesus, and the diftinguithed Genius of
his Religion ; as having Charity for its de-
clared End, and rifing above all other Re-
ligions, as much in the Excellence of its
Tendency, as it doth in the Dignity of its
Author. And therefore, without fo much
as recapitulating what I have faid on fuch
Occafions, I fhall make it the whole of
my prefent Work, to fuggeft fuch Things,
as may have a peculiar Suitablenefs to
that particular Kind of Charity which we
have now in View: And I think myfelf
exceedingly happy in this Opportunity of
offering you a Set of Thoughts, which
would never before have been equally
{eafonable here. Many of them will natu-
rally arife from the Words which I at firft
read, as the Foundation of my Difcourfe :
BlefJed is be that confidereth the Poor ; &¢.—
IT would perhaps be too bold a Cri-
ticifim, to pretend to determine the par-
B2 ticular
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ticular Diftemper, under which Dawvid had
been labouring, juft before he compofed
this admirable Pfa/m. But I think it is
in general abundantly evident, that it was
occafioned by a violent and dangemus Fit
of Sicknefs ; in which he met with moft
inhumane Treatment from fome bag/e and
wicked Men, who had pretended great
Affection to him. ¢ Mine Enemies, fays
“ he, fpeak Evil of me, faying, When fball
“ be die, and his Name perifh ¢ They
‘“ think the Diftemper, terrible as it is,
¢ does its Work too flowly, and would
¢« gladly, if they durft, aid its Victory by
‘“ Murther. .And as for him who is the
““ Chief of them,” (by whom fome fup-
pofe he meant Abfalomr, whofe unnatural
Rebellion might be ripened by the Con-
currence of this Circumitance,) “ if be
““ come to fee me, as he frequently does
“ under fpecious Pretences of Duty and
“ Affettion ; yet in all his moft refpectful
““ Condolences, be [peaks Vanity and Falfe-
““ hood, and bis Heart 7s in the mean
“ time gathering Iniquity ; is making one
“ malignant Remark or another, wbhich,
when he goeth away out of my Apart-
ment, be proclaims abroad, to increafe
the DifaffeCtion he is endeavouring to
“ fow among my Subjets : And their
““ milchievous Counfels are quickened and

13 im_
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recommended and urged. 5

¢ imboldened hereby, while zbey fay, an
“ Ewil Difeafe cleaveth faff unto bim, as
“ a peculiar Judgment of Heaven upon
“ him; and now that he licth difabled in
“ his Bed, be fball arife no more. Yea,
 mine own familiar Friend, in whom I
“ trufled to have given me the fureft Affif-
“ tance in my prefling Affairs, while I
am thus rendered incapable of attend-
ing to them myfelf, even he who did fo
“ long eat of my Bread, and had a Place
< at my Table, bas, like an ungrateful
¢ Brute that firikes at his Feeder, /Afted
““ up bis broad Heel againft me,” as the.
Original imports *, ¢ and endeavoured to
¢ do me all the Mifchief in his Power.”
Tuis was King David’s unhappy Cir-
cumftance in bis flnefs, as Royal Dignity
can neither fecure the Continuance of
Health, or the Yidelity of Friendfbip ; nor
fortify the Heart againft the Sting of In-
gratitude ; efpecially in fuch a Concurrence
of affli¢ting Circumftances. On his Reco-
very he defcribed it in the moft lively
Colours; and to reprefent how much it
imprefled him, he fpeaks of the Scene,
as if it were actually prefent: And that a
proper Contrafte might fet it off the more
forcibly, he begins the Pjalm with an
affectionate Reflection on the Beauty of a
' COMN=

€<
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6 Compayfion to the Sick

contrary Charaler, and on the Happinefs
to which the Pofleflor of it was intitled.
Bleffed is be whe confidereth the Poor. 'The
Original is yet more emphatical and ex-
tenfive: Ob the Bleffednefi, or the various
Felicities of that Man, who wifely refletts
on the Cafe and Circamftances of bim that
25 brought low *, The Margin renders it,
bim that 1s Weak or Sick: And another
Tranflation gives it thus, Blefled is the
Man that provideth for the Sick and Needy ;
which is a Senfe undoubtedly compre-
hended in the Words, tho’ I cannot think
them limited to it. They fpeak of a Per-
fon reduced and brought low, whether by
Poverty, or Oppreffon, or Sicknefs, or any
other Calamity, affe¢ting Mind, Body, or
Eftate+: From whence it will clearly

follow,

* b by bown Mwr

4+ They who can confult the Original, and will give them-
felves the Trouble of tracing the Etymology from 557, and
examining the many Places in which #bis Word is ufed, will
foon fee the Juftice of this Remark. It moft frequently figni-
fies Poor, and accordingly is often oppofed to Rich; as,
Exod. xxx. 15. Ruth iii. 10. Job xxxiv. 19. Prov. x. 15.
xix. 4. xxviil. 11. It is fometimes rendered brought loww
in‘our Verfion; as, Pfal. 1xxix. 8. cxlii. 6. and cxvi. 6. in
which laft Place the Conneétion fhews, it relates to Sicknefs,
It is fometimes applied to Streams emptied and dried up ;
Job xxviii. 4. Ifarn xix. 6. and fometimes it fignifies ema-
ciated, Ifai. xvii. 4. and is in that Senfe applied to Pha-
raoh’s lean Kine, Gen. xli. 19. and to Amnon when pining
away for Tamar ; 2 Sam. xiil. 4. agreeably to which o571
derived from the fame Root is rvendered pining Sicknefs,
Ifai. xxxviii, 12. And it is elfewhere ufed to exprefs
a Weak=
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follow, that where feveral of thefe Caufes

join, as the Circumftance is peculiarly
worthy of Compaflion, tbe Virtue, and
therefore zhe Bleffednefs, of bim who is ready
to pity and relieve it, muft be proportion-
ably great.

TwuEe Word which we render confidereth,
is fometimes ufed for faking an intelligent
View of a Thing, and fometimes for acting
in a prudent and reafonable Manner, fuit-
able to fich Views*. And accordingly it
well exprefles the Character of one, who
examines into the Circumftances of the af-
flicted Creature of whom David fpeaks,
and upon that fakes wife and proper Mea-
Jures for giving him the moft convenient

and

a Weaknefs in the Eyes and Limbs : Compare Ifai.
xxxviil. 14. where 29105 '3y 157 fhould be rendered,
mine Eyes ave fo aveakened, (i. e. by languithing Illnefs,)
that I am not able to look up : And Prov. xxvi. 7. which
Verfe might moft naturally be tranflated, 45 #he Legs of
the Lame fink under him, (MDD pw v51) fo does a Pa-
rable in the Mouth of Fools : Solomon thereby beautifully ex-
prefling how feeble the {ublimeft Difcourfes on Moral and
Religious Subjets are in the Mouth of a wicious Man.
I know many Criticks have produced thefe tavo laff Texts,
as Inftances in which 57 fignifies #o de Jifted up; but I
believe, if moft of the Places, in which the Jame Hebreaw
Word is faid to fignify contrary Things were accurately
weighed, they would be found as little to the Purpofe of
proving that «wery improbable, and in many Inftances mif-
chievous Affertion, as thefe Tavo.

* Low has plainly the farmer Signification, Neh,
viii.13.  Job xxxiv. 27, 35. | Pfal xiv. 2. Jer. ix. 24.
Dan. i. 4. and the /atter, 1 Sam. xviil. 14, 15, 30. Pflal
cvi, 7. Amos v. 13.
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and effe@ual Afiffance he can. And as
on the one hand, it may be intended to
recommend the Ufe of Difcretion in di-
reting and managing our Charities ; {o on
the other, it may intimate, that where
Men overlook thofe that are brought low,
it is an Evidence of @ narrow inattentive
Mind, that takes up with fhort and fuper-
ficial Views of Things; whereas if Men's
Sentiments were jufter, their Affections and
Actions would be kinder and more benefi-
cenf. 'They would find, that Nature,
and Duty, and Infereff too, if rightly
confidered, and juftly eftimated, would
all dictate the fame Thing on fuch Occa-

fions.
Tuis will efpecially appear, when it is
confidered, in how gracious and conde-
{cending 2 Manner the Blefled Gop, the
Supreme Difpofer of all Events, is pleafed
to zntereft bimfelf in the Caufe of the In-
digent and Diftreffed, and the kind Notice
which he takes of zhe Man that appears as
a Patron of fuch Perfons. The LORD will
deliver bim in Timeof Trouble, or (as it might
~more literally be rendered,) 2 the Day of
Calamity * : Asif it had been faid, ¢ There
“ is a Revolution in Human Affairs, as
“ well as in the refurning Seafons of
‘“ Day and Night, of Summer and Winter,
«« Cala-

) ==
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“ Calamity will have its Day, and the
“ Time will come, when they, who are
““ now moft profperous, will find themfelves
¢ furrounded with dark and gloomy Scenes.
«“ And then may the generous and chari-
“ table Man hope to receive the Compaf-
““ fion he hath extended ; or (as we elfe-
“ where read,) with the Merciful thou,
“ LorD, wilt fhew thyfelf Merciful®.”
And indeed one cannot without Aftonifh-
ment, as well as Delight, refle¢t on what
is fo fuitably and fo tenderly added in
the third Verfe, to exprefs the DI'UIHE Care
of fiuch a Perfon. The LORD, (JEHOVAH
himfelf, in whom 1s fwrfajfzﬂg Strength®,
and who bears up the Pillars of Heaven,)
will firengthen him upon the Bed of Lan-
guifbing, or as it might be rendered, will
Support bim, or hold bim up there * : Thou
w:fr pighe all bis. Bed in bis Stcknefs + :

Some would literally render it, thou wilt
change bis Bed, and explain it of turn-
ing @ Bed of Pain and Diftrefs into a
Couch of Pleafure and Delight ; {fuppofing
it alludes to their Cuftom of ling on
Couches in their Banquets. But I think
the Image which our Tranflation fuggefts
equally fuits the Original, and is, on Ac-
count of its Tendernefs, greatly to be

PI’E -

3 Pfal. xviii. 25. B Iai. xxvi. 4.
* 3TyD + ¥5ma maen 120wn ba
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preferred. ‘The Good Man s now {up-
pofed in his Turn to be brought lw by
Illnefs, {o exceeding low, that he is not
able fo much as to fit up in his Bed; and
Gop does not difdain to reprefent himfelf
under the Image of an gffeétionate Friend,
or Parent, who holds bim up in his Arms;
and himielf afifts in turning bis Bed, and
making it eafy to him, when, being Zoo
weak to rife, he is only able to fbift the
Sides. |

AMAzED and charmed with an Ex-
prefiion of fo much Condefcenfion and
Indearment, I fet myfelf, with additional
Pleafure, as in the Prefence of this Com-
pafiionate Gobp, to oper my Mouth, and
plead the Caufe of the Poor and the Affiiéted ;
and would attempt to cultivate in your
Minds, and in my own, zhe Temper which
the Words recommend. That I may do

it in the moft {uitable and ufeful Manner,
I fhall,

I. ReprESENT the Reafonablenefs of a
Compaffionate Temper, towards thofe in ge-
neral, who are languifhing on Beds of Sick-
nefs.

II. Suew how wife and bappy a Me-
thod of exprefling our Compaffion towards
fuch, zbat which is now recommended to
us 18 Jike to prove : And,

I1I. CDN-:
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ITI. Concrupe with the Mention of
fome Circumftances in the prefent Situation
of Affairs, by which the Defign is peculi-
arly recommended to us at this Time.

I. LET me reprefent in general how
reafonable 1t is, that we thould feel Com-
paffion in our Hearts towards thofe, who
languifb under the Burthen of Bodily Dif-
orders, and particularly are confined to Beds
or Chambers of Sicknefs.

Axp this you will not only fée, but fee/
too, if you refleCt—on the Calamity of
their State;—on the Tender Senfe they
naturally have of the Treatment they meet
with in it ;—and how /liable we ourfelves

are to the fame Circumflances of Diftrefs. -

1. ConsipER the Calamity of their
State.

SoME of you know it by familiar Ac-
quaintance, by dear-bought perfinal Ex-
perience, and muft bave the Wormwood
and the Gall in a long and a painful Re-
membrance . Go back in your Thoughts
to thofe Chambers, which you were almoft
ready to confider as your Sepulchres, and
thofe Beds, from whence perhaps you ex-

: C 2 pected

§ Lam. iii. 19, 20,
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peted to 7¢/é up no more, or which feemed
as Racks, if not as Graves, to you; and
then fay, whether yon were not Objeéls
of Compalfion yourfelves, and whether others,
in the like Circumitances, muft not necef-
farily be fo. Others of you bhave, no
doubt, been converfont with the Sick
and the Pained: Refle on what you
then faw and beard; and let your Eye,
and your Ear affeél your Heart,
TuerRE are indeed fome, who feem
{olicitous 7o keep as much as poflible from
the Sight of fuch mournful Objelts; as if
they were afraid, thatin fur_h a Circumftance
an znvoluntary Kzna’ of Humanity thould
invade their Hearts, and force them on
a fudden, and as it were before they are
well aware of it, to do fomething more
generous than they care to allow them-
felves in.  But no Man, who hath lived
any Time in the World, can be {uch
a Stranger to Human Nature, and to Hu-
man Life, as not to know {omething of the
various Diffempers and Accidents to which
we are liable in this feeble State, and of
the fad Symptomsof Sorrew that attend them:
Fatal Effecls of the Entrance of Sin into
this World of ours, and awful Monuments
of the Divine Difpleafure againft the firft
Inftance of 1t!
I am
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I Am not indeed learned enough to
run over the Tenth Part of thofe Names,
which Phyfictans have given to the wva-
rious Mualadies under which their Aid is
demanded. But the Fever, the Dropfy,
the Gout, the Stone, the Rbeumatifm, the
Cholick, the Aftbma, the Cancer, the Palfy,
Confumptions, and the like, are Words of
dreadful Import; to the general Signiﬁca—
tion of which few are Strangers, tho’ per
haps none, who have not them/félves laboured
under them can diftinétly underftand how
much Terror they exprefs.

LeT us however think a little clofely,
- (for the Thought may have an apparent
Tendency to bumble and to bumanize our
Hearts,) into how fad an Objeé? the Greateft,
the Richeft, the Strongeft, and the Faireft of
Mankind is reduced in a few Weeks or
Days, when atfacked by any of thefe, and
crufbed, as it were, into an early, and an
untimely Old Age. When thou, LOR D,
with thy Rebukes doft correét Man for his
Iniquity, bow dof} theu caufe bis Beauty and
his Vigour fo confume away like a Moth,
which moulders under the lighteft Touch??
How are all the Services of Life obffructed,
and all its choiceft Pleafures 4/sfled at once,
as the opening Blofloms of Spring by the
Severity of Winds and Frofts! According

to
4 Pfal. xxxix. 11.
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to that moft natural Defcription of %0,
when a Man is chaflened with Pain upon
bis Bed, and the Muititude of bis Bones
with ﬁraﬁg Pain, how does bis Life ab-
bor Bread, and bis Soul dainty Meat; {o
that his Flefb is confumed away, that it can-
not be feen, and bis Bones, which were not
Sfeen, flick out© ! In fome Diftempers, what
convulftve Strugglings, what terrible Heav-
ings and Pantings for Breath! In others,
what deep Sighs do we obferve, what
prercing Groans, what doleful Cries! Or in
Perfons of a more refolute Temper, a-
midft a painful Silence, what earneft [peak-
tng Looks, while perhaps large Drops of
Swear are trickling down the Face, and
Nature {feems, as it were, to be weeping its
Diflrefs at every Pore! 'And in Cafes lefs
acute than thefe, what Months of Vanity
are many active Souls made to poffefs, and
what awearifome Nights are appointed to
them®! How flowly do the Hours and the
Moments roll away, while 7n the Evening
rbfy fay, Would to GOD it were Morn-
ing ; and in the Morning, Would to GO D
1t were Evening ¢! but find themfelves
equally difappointed in their Expectations
of Relief, from the Silence of the Night,
or the Amufements of the Day: Till at

length

» Jobxxxii. 19, 20,21 o fiJab it . & Deut.
xxviii. 67.
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length perhaps Nature 1s weakened to {uch
a Degree, that it can {carce bear the Voice
of the deareft Friend, if a little louder than
a Whifper, or endure fo much Light as
fhall difcover his Countenance! Gop only
knows, how many are at this Moment in
a Condition fadder then I have dﬂfcribed,
while we are ourfelves af Eafe in Zion®,

and are too little grieved for the ﬂﬁzé}‘mm
of our Brethren’, Yet furely, if we have
any Thing of the Man, and the Chriftian,
we cannot be wholly unmoved, but muft
feel fome tender Solicitude rifing in our
Hearts, and muft be cafting about in our
Thoughts for fome proper Manner of ex-
prefling it ; efpecially when we confider,

2. Tux peculiar Tendernefs of the Spirits
in fuch Circumftances as thefe, and
that exquifite Senfibility, either of Re-
gard, or Neglec?, which is almoft in-
feparable from them. |

Sucwu 1s the Vamty of Human Friends,
that they can do much #0 wound, where
they can do very little 70 beal ; their Neg-
ligence can greatly afffict, where their moft
folicitous Care can adminifter wery /ittle
Comfort. And this is more efpecially the
‘Cafe in Sicknefs, When the Blood is im-

' poverifhed,

h Amosvi.1. ! Yer 6,
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poverithed, when the Animal Spirits are
weakened, and when melancholy Humours
prevail in the Body, /iztle Things imprefs
with a very difproportionate Weight. Sols-
mon hath obferved long ago, that when
Heavinefs in the Heart of a Man maketh it
Sftoop, then a good Word maketh it peculi-
arly glad*. And by a Parity of Reafon
then, any Thing that looks like Unkind-
nefs in @ Friend pierces much deeper, than
at another Time; when Nature is in all
its Vigour, and the Bufinefs and Amufe-
ments of Life divert the Mind from pauf-
ing on fuch Things, and the Imagination
from drefling them up in Colours of its
own, which, unnatural as they often are,
appear to the diftempered Mind inherent
in the Objects themfelves. Sick People
likewife, confcious to themfelves that they
cannot but be Jefs agreeable than at other
Times, eafily conclude, that they grow 7n-
SJupportably burthenfome to thofe about them :
And if great Care be not taken to pre-
vent it, they will be very ready to infer,
that zbeir Friends are awearied out with
them; and perhaps will fecretly f{ufpe&,
they wi/h them out of the Way, that they
may be eafed of their Burthen: While
they imagine, like ‘fod, that were thesr

Friends in fuch an affficted State as them-
felves,

% Prov. xii. 25,
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felves, they fhould ftudy all Opportunities
of foftening their Sorrows, by every Cir-
cumftance of the moft fender Addrefs':
And then they bemoan themfelves, and
think, Surely it is enough, to bear all this
Illnefs and Pain, without having the Ux-
kindnefs of fuch and fuch a Friend added
to it : And fo perhaps, the faddefl Complaints
of ¥ob™, David®, and Heman®, are thought
overas apﬁlzmﬂe totheir forrnwfulCondmon
‘Tuis is indeed very often zheir I??f?‘—- '
mity ; but we fhould bear it, and pity it,
and ftudy, as well as we can, to accommo-
date ourfelves to it: For it undoubtedly
makes their Cafe much more cgﬁ:é?fd and
therefore more compaffionable. And it will
efpecially appear fo, if we reflec,

3. How liable we ourfelves are, to fhare
in thefe Sorrows and thefe Infirmities.

Tui1s Thought is beautifully touched
upon by the Apoftle, when he fays, Re-
member thofe that [uffer Affiiction, as éﬁmg
yourfelves alfo in the Body® : As if he thould
have faid, * In neccﬂﬁry Confequence of
“ being in the Body, you are yourfelves
< obnoxious to the like Affliction ; and there-

L 0 « faore

! Job vi. 14. xvi.g. ™ Jobwvi. 15. xiii. 4, 13. xvi.
2, 20. XiX. 2, 3, 14,—22. ® Plal. xxxviii. 11. Iv. 12, 13.

* lxix. 8, zo. ¢xlii, 4. ° Pfal. Ixxxviii. 8, 18. P Heb, xiii. 3,
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“ fore fhould readily impart to your af=
« flicted Brethren fuch Affiffances, as you -
“ in a Change of Circumftances would
‘¢ reafonably defire.”

AND is it not moft evidently #he Cafe
here¢ What are we, Sirs, better than our
Fathers 12 better than our Brethren? bet-
ter than zhofe, who have drooped, and funk,
and died, under fuch Burthens as thofe 1
have defcribed ? [s our Strength the Strength
of Stones, or is our Flefb Brafs*, that we
fthould plead @z Exemption from Sorrows
and Complaints common to our Species? In
all Probability, they ewait us; and would
await us, if we were Nobles and Princes
of the Earth: And Gop only knows,
how foon we are to begin our Encounter
with them, or how foon they may com-
pleat their Victory over us, and bring us
beyond the Reach of being belpful to Men,
or recerving Help from them.

Anp, which is peculiarly interefting,
thefe are probably fome of our laff Scenes.
When we have done with our Merchan-
dife, our Hufbandry, or our Studies; when
we have finithed our Journies, our Vifits,
our Sports, and our Feafts, we muff, un-
lefs Death furprize us with a very fudden
Blow, retire into our Chambers of Iilnefs
to come out no mere, but. languifb away

the
1 1 Kings xix. 4. ¢ Job vi. 12,
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the Remainder of our Days there, till
the Moment of our Exit from Life thall
come. There fhall we need the Compaffion,
we are now exhorted to extend ; thall need
all the Relief, which a generous Heart may
then feel, in a Conicioufnefs of having
been, in its better Days, an Helper to the
Afftiéted ; and above all) thall zeed that
Divine Confolation, which Gop is ready
to impart to that bleffed Man, who has
confidered him that is brought low, fo gra-
cioufly exprefled in the Text, by holding
bim up on bis Bed of Languifling, and

by making all bis Bed in bis Sicknefs.
AnD therefore, in the Conclufion of
this Head, let me intreat you to fuffer
the Word of Exhortation f, and to bear
away in your Hearts a firm Refolution
of doing all you can, to be belpful to the
Sick, whatever their other Circumftances
in Life be, as Providence may give you
an Opportunity and Call.  Confider thof
that are brought low : Refle&t ferioufly and
tenderly on their Condition ; for they fome-
times fuffer a great deal from the meer
Inattention of thofe about them, who yet
could not bear on any Terms deliberately to
do what they apprehended cruel or unkind.
Let us, as aqfficled Jfob exprefles it, (as
affliCted Perfons know beft how to fpeak
D 2 of

£ Heb, xiii. 22,
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of Affli¢tions,) put our Souls into their
Souls Stead. Lct us inwardly commiferate
their melancholy Cafe ; and let our Beha-
viour exprefs that Commiferation in the
moft natural and genuine Manner, Let
us be ready, where it may be ufeful to
them, to vifit them; for wifiting the Sick
is, you know, mentioned among thofe 4é#s
of Charity, which Chrift affures us he will
commemorate with peculiar Honour, even
upon the Throne of bis Glry®. Let us
patiently bear thofe Inftances of Fretfulnefs
and Peevifbnefs, into which under fuch a
Preflure they may be ready to fall; im-
puting them to zheir Diflemper, and not
to themfelves. Let us awvoid every Thing
rough and boiflerous in our Behaviour, near
'l’hE: Apartments in which they are ; and
let nmothing be dome, which might give the
poor  Patient Reafon to Jfigh on bis Bed,
and fay, « Alas, they do not regard me!
“ they little think what, it is to be il I"
Shew in all your Condu& & Concern for
their Comfort and Happinefs : Shew it,
above all, by endeavouring by wi/e and
pious Drﬁ‘ﬂﬂ?:/ﬁ to lead them into zhe beft
Improvement of their Afflictions, and to
form their Minds to fuch Sentiments and
Charalters, that thro’ Divine Grace they
may be intitled to the nobleff Supports;
thofe

t Job xvi. 4. u Mat. xxv. 36.
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thofe which arife from a Senfe of the Di-
vine Favour, from pardoned Guilt, and
from a comfortable Profpe@ in the Invi-
fible and Eternal World ; that fo they
may not fruggle at once with the Ago-
nies of a diftempered Body, and a wounded
Spirit 5 but rather, as the Outward Man
declines, may find the Inward daily renew-
ed”. And to thew how fincercly you
are concerned for their Spiritual, neglett
not their Temporal Intereff. 1If they are
Poor, extend your Alms to them, and en-
deavour to procure for them fuch Med;-
cines, Foad, Attendance, and other Accom-
modations, as may promote their Recovery,
or at leaft alleviate their Sufferings. It is
what, I queftion not, many of you are
often doing, and you mow have an Op-
portunity of doing it with fome peculiar
Advantages ; as you will evidently perceive
by what I have to offer under my Se-
cond General, the Bufinefs of which is,

II. To thew how wife and bappy a Way
of exprefling our Compaffion to the Sick
and Infirm, that which is now propofed to
us is like fo prove.

You apprehend, that T mean our con-
curring in this Scheme for eftablifhing a
CcunNTY-

w 2 Cor, iv. 16.
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CounTv-HospiTAaL in this Town, for
the Relief of the Poor, who are fick or
wounded ; into which, in extream Cafes,
they may be frecly received, and in which
they may be properly affiffed, without Ex-
pence to themfelves, or the Families ta
which they belong.

Tue very Mention of this Defign might
feem {ufficient to recommend it to every
intelligent and generous Perfon ; and I
am {ure none, who have perufed the printed
Paper in Favour of it, which has been
generoufly publifbed and {pread over the
whole County, can be wuninformed on this
Subject : Neverthelefs, as it may be zew fo
fome, and others may have refleCted but
Sightly upon it, 1 fhall fay fomething briefly
on the Head, and I hope a few Words
may fuffice ; ﬁm:c the Scheme wears fo beau-
tiful an Afpeit, if only viewed in its firft
Appearances ; as well as appears fo fruitful
of Good, when attentively examined in ifs
remoter Confequences.

1. You will eafily fee, that the Scheme
wears a very beautiful Afpeét, if viewed
only iz its firft Appearances.

IT promifes, in its moft obvious and
direct Defign, Relief to the Poor in their
Sicknefs ; and their Cafe is attended with

many
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many Circumflances to recommend it to
our Compafiion, which have not yet been
touched upon in the preceding Branch of
my Difcourfe. What I have faid before
might be {ufficient to prove, and ome Day’s
Experience of our own might in a yet more
convincing Manner demonftrate, that Sick-
nefs is of itfelf @ Burthen beavy emugh, tho’
we languith upon Beds of Down, and
have all the Relief we can derive from the
Skill of Phyficians, the Attendance of Ser-
vants and Friends, with every other ad-
ditional Accommodation which the moft
plentiful Fortune can furnith out. What
then muft it be zo bear all this, and per-
haps more than this, iz the Want of all
Things! What muft it be for a Perfon,
who perhaps found it bard enough to live
when he was in all the Vigour of Nature,
and bis own Hands miniftred to bis Nece/~
fities*, to find himfelf under his4Languor,
perhaps under his Agony, deffitute of Me-
dicines, deftitute of Attendance, and it may
be, deftitute of convenient Food, with hardly
any Thing but Inclination, in thefé Cafes
no certain Guide, to dire® him what is
fo. Or if prefled with a Senfe of urgent
Neceflity, after long Delay, he calls in fuch
Alfiftance, and procures it, perhaps it is at
Juch an Expence, that his Spirits are broken

with

* Als xx. 344
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with the Thoughts of the Debt he is conia
tracting, which either prevents, or retards,
or imbitters his Recovery; and when it ig
perfe€ted, almoft tempts him to w/h he
had quitted the World, rather than fur-
vived under fuch an mfuppurtablc Pref-
fure. .
BuT fo far as the Scheme now opening
upon us fucceeds, this additional Load of
Mifery will be taken off. The Patient
will be encouraged to feek for zimely Af-
Siftance, before his Illnefs becomes invete-
rate, the Negle&t of which is, no doubt,
Yearly the Deﬁru&ion of Thﬂufands : And
when ' his Cafe is 6 bad, as to require his
being. faken into the Infirmary, he will be
kept clean and warm, with convenient Ac~
commodations of Faad Phyfick, and Lodg-
tng : Hewill be kept under proper Regimen
and Government, which may fhelter him,
on the one h:md, from becoming ;:z“Prey
to ignorant Pretenders, whofe chief Merit
{feems to be, to fell Difeafés and Death at
Reafonable. Rates; and on the other, he
will be protected from Imprudence, which
1s oftentimes more fatal than the Difeafe;
while according to the Rules of the Houfe,
it iIs put out of his own Power to indulge
bimfelf, or to be indulged by over fond
Friends, if {fuch he have, in what would
be pernicious to bis Health.

In
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In Confequence of this we fee, that
many are recovered in fuch Houfes as thefe,
who have lng languifbed in their own,
under tedious and extreamly dangerous D;/-
fé'mpfﬂ ; fome of them, perhaps, after hav-

like the poor Wamaﬂ. in the Gofpel,
mryz}mfd all their Living on Phyficians, and
been nothing the better, but rather the wa?ﬁ'?’.

Fac1s imprefs the Mind more ftrongiy,
than any Reafonings unfupported by them.
I therefore think it proper here to tell
you, that I have made the moft careful
Obférvations T could, on thofe Yearly Ac-
counts of other Hofpitals which have come
to my Hands, vzz. thofe of Winchefler,
Bath, Exeter, York, Briflol, and the Lon-
don and Wefiminfler Infirmaries. Few of
thefe have reached back farther than Three
Years, and fome have extended only to
One ; and I find on the whole, that we
have an Account of Seven Thoufand Three
Hzmdrad and Thirty, who are known, or

fuppofed to be cured, and only of Sever
Hundred and Eighty four, who have died,
or been difcharged as Incurable: So that
it thould feem by this hafty and mper-
feét Caleulation, (for fuch I confefs it to
be,) that near Ten Patients have been re-
lieved for One who has failed of Succes.

g I FinD

¥ Mark v. 26. Luke viii. 43.
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I rinD Palfies, Dropfies, Confumptions,
Fevers, Leprofies, Rbeumatifins, Cholicks,
Stone, as well as Multitudes of Ulcers,
Fractures, Diflocations, and the like, on
the Lif of thofe Calamities from which
thefe poor Creatures have been relicved :
And it farther appears, that great Numbers
of thefe bad been /anguifhing under theirDif-
tempers Two Years, others Frve, Ten, Twelve,
Fourteen, and a few Twenty Years; and this
after fome of them had been reduced to fo
low an Ebb, that zheir Admiffon was blamed
as an fhopelefs Attempt, yet a few Months
have turned their Captivity, and they have
gone out from thofe Gates vigorous and chear-
ful, into which they were brought almoft
like Corpfes borne on Men’s Shoulders*,

WuaaT Heart does not feel a fecret
Pleafure at hearing fuch an Article! Who
would not rejoice, if even large Contribu-
tions could be the Means of procuring
fo bappy Effecis! But it ought farther to
‘to be confidered in Favour of this Defign,
that there is, in Proportion to the Good
to be EXPE:&Ed from it, great Frugafzfy
in Liberality fo dtfpenfed For it 1s cer-
tain, (as many have obferved on fuch Oc-

cafions,)

* I am credibly informed, that at Exeter there have
been an Inftance or two of Perfons, who on Account of

their extream Weaknefs were brought into the Hojpital

laid in their Coffins, who have gone out carrying their
Coffins on their Backs,
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cafions,) that @ fmall Sum thus managed
will go farther, than a much larger given to
relieve the Szck Poor at their own Houfes ;
as the fame Perfon may attend on different
Patients at the fame Time; and as the
Medicines and Provifions to be ufed in the
Houfe may be bought at the beff Hand ;
whereas it 1s often, and I fear, too juftly
faid, that zhe Poor generally pay dearer
than others for what they have *.—What
is thus given is allo much fecurer from be-
ing mifapplied, either by the Perfons thein-
felves, or by others, who might be bafe
enough to make a Prey of them.—Nor
can I forbear mentioning it, as another moff
agreeable Circumflance attending the Cha-
rity propojfed, that it often fhelters the Per-

| DR fon,

© * It has been {poken of (in the Swpplement to the Ae-
count of Exeter Hofpital, pag. 3.) as a Thing univerfally
confefled, that mere Remedies may be adminiftred for Ten
Pounds in this Way, than for Fif#y in another. And the
truly Reverend and excellent Dr. Alured Clarke, (whofe
Memory will ever be dear to all good Men who knew
his Charalter,) fays in the Preface to his Sermon at the
Opening of Winchefler Hofpital, pag. 5. ** If Half the
¢ Money that is given fhould really be perwerted, (which
¢ T hope there is no? the leaff Reafon to fufpelt,) there
““ would ftill be more Gosd done by it than by any other
¢« poflible Way of diftributing to the Necefities of the
¢ Pogr: So that every wife Man would think it worth
¢ his while to exert his Endeavours in this Way, out
¢ of mere good Hufbandry to himfelf and the Publick.”
He afterwards adds, pag. 9, 10. ¢ It is well known, that
““ feweral Thoufands are relieved in thefe Hofpitals at a
“ lefs Expence, than can be afforded for fo many Hundreds
# in any other Way.”
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Jon, who receives the Benefit of it, from
the Mortification of Coming to a Parifb-
Allowance ; and perhaps of being configned
over to @ Work-Houfe : Which is gene-
rally a terrible Sort of Infirmary indeed,
where we have Realon to fear, there is
feldom fuficient Care taken to fecure the
Cleanlinefs, the Quiet, or the Morals of
thofe, who are fo unhappy as to be brought
thlther, tho’ perhaps fome of them have
lived creditably and comfortably iz Fami-
lies of their own, have long contributed for
the Support of fbe' Poor around them, and
have been af laff reduced by the affliive
Hand of Providence ,withoutany vifible Grzme
of theirs, or any remarkable Imprudeﬁcf A
State, wh:ch when Sicknefs is added to it,
appears one of the moft defolate and dep[am-
ble which can be imagined: So that it is
no Wonder, the very Profpeét and Ap-
prebenfion of it fhould prefs, in a very
painful Manner, on an honeft and tender
Spirit, and greatly increafe the Force of
any bodily Diforder, which feems to threaten
fo fad an Event,

RervecT, Chriffians, on fuch Confi-
derations as thefe; and add to all, that
you are the Ds/f:zple’f of that benemlent
]Esys who went about doing Good?, and
who particularly exprefied the Tcndemefi

0

e Afls x. 3B
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of his generous Compaflion, by bealing all
Manner of Sicknefs, and all Manner of
Difeafe among the Pegple*. 'This was the
Calamity of Human Nature, which f{eems
of all its Temporal Ewils to have impreffed
bim moft; and 1 am {ure, if we have any
Thing of bis Spirit and Temper, without
which we are none of bis, we muft necef~
farily wifh well to a Defign of this Kind,
if it were only confidered in Reference to
thofe, who recezve in their own Perfons iz-
mediate Relief from it. But I am to add,

that as the Scheme appears thus amiable in
its moft obvious Afpect, fo likewife,

2. It will appear more abundantly frui¢-
ful of future Good, when attentively
weighed in ts remoter Confequences.

Tue Benefit extends much farther than
the Perfons thus relieved. 1t evidently af-
fects others of their Families, who have
that Time and Labour to employ in the
Bufinefs of their refpetive Callings, which
muft otherwife have been taken up in ar£-
tending the Sick. It extends allo to all
thofe, to whom the Patients themfelves
may be ufeful when recovered trom their
Illnefs ; whether their wear Relations and
Friends, who have any Dependance upon

them;
? Mat. iv. 212.
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them ; or the Publick, who owe much more,
than we are generally aware, to the Lg-
bours of the Poor, and upon that Account
are under great Obligations to them, which
I fear are feldom confidered. Not to fay,
that in many Cafes the very Exzffence of
thofe yez to be born may, under Gop, de-
pend on fuch Cures.

" I smArLL notnow infift on the Advar-
tage hwich others may receive in their Illnefs,
by the improved Skill of Phyficians and Sur-
geons, in Confequence of their Attendance
on fuch Hofpitals ; tho’ it is evidently a very
pofiible Thing, that the Lives of fome
very ufeful and valuable Perfons may be
fo preferved. It is yet more obvious and
certain, that many other Poor may be re-
lieved, in the refpective Parifbes to which
they belong, by that Money from the Parifb
Stock, which muft otherwife have been em-
ployed upon zhe Sick: Or if, in Confe-
quence of being difchargec from this Bur-
then, the Parifb Rates be leffened, (as perhaps
in many Places they fenfibly may be, ) the Su6-
feribers of that Parifbare then paid in Specie;
and after the Honour and Pleafure of be-
ftowing their Bounty, @ Part of it im-
mediately flows back upon them again.
And bow much may fo flow back, and
with what large Acceffions of Bleffing, Gon

only knows; as He only can tell, what

Cfffﬂﬁ'_
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Cafualties and Difeafes are warded off, what
Profperity dnd Succefs in Affairs may be
allotted, as the Token of his favourable
Regard to this pious Munificence.
NEeITHER can it be improper for me
to add upon this Head, that what was
more directly intended as @ Benefit fo the
Body, may prove a Bleffing to the Soul. For
diffolute Perfons, by this Means being brought
for a while under regular Difcipline, may
perhaps be broken and reclaimed : The good
Inftruétions they receive from Minifters who
attend them, efpecially while the Rod of
Gop is upon them, and bis Sword may
feem to hang over them; the Spectacles
of Mortality frequently before their Eyes;
together with the Regularity and good Or-
der to which in fuch Places they will be
accuflomed, and their being fheltered from
many Temptations, from which, in fome
Kinds of Sicknefs, the Patient is not necef-
farily fecure ; may all, under the Influence
of Divine Grace, prove the Means of fow-
ing the Seeds of true Religion in their Hearts,
and of infufing into their Minds tbat no-
bleft of all Cordials, an Antidote againft
the fervile Fears of the Second Death.
Nor does it appear to me a contemp-
tible Effect of zhis Charity, that as it is
neceffarily concerted upon a Plan, in which
all Parties and Denominations are equally
Cot=
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concerned, it will probably be a Means of
promoting more candid and catholick Senti-
ments, in Confequence of repeated Oppor-
tunities - of mutual Converfe. This wears
out that Narrownefs and Bigotry of Spirit,
which, where it prevails, renders the Chri-
Sfian {o unlike bimfelf ; and which is generally
the Effec? of Ignorance, and arifes from view-
ing our Brethren thro’ falfe Mediums, which
reprefent, what may in itfelf be regular and
fair, in a diftorted and difagreeable Form.
As Interviews with each other have a ge-
neral Tendency to re&ify fuch miflaken Ap-
prebenfions, that Tendency is peculiarly evi-
dent, where this Circumftance is added, that
all are affociated in the fame good Dg/‘ ion,
and have agreed on laying afide every Party
View in pu&fumg it. This may promote
fomething of that Unity of Heart, under
a Variety of Profeflions, which good Men
on all Sides wzfh; and which, amidit fuch
an unavoidable Diverfity of Sentiments, is
the only Method of fecuring the Honour of
Chriftsanmity, and the Peace of the Church.
I musT by all means add, that what-
ever good Confequences this Scheme may
produce, which are many more than I
have ennmerated above, our engaging hear—-
tily 7z ¢ may render them both extenfive
and /afting. 1t is probable, that neighbour-

ing Counties may quickly learn to imuitate
our
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sur Example, when they fee in Fact
that it is 7m0 impratticable Defign : An
Apprehenfion, which I fuppofe has hi-
therto been the chief Obfiruétion, where its
obvious Benefits have been at all thought
of. At length it may fpread from County
to County, till perhaps there will not «
Parifh be found in Britain, which fhall
not have an Interefl in fome fuch chari-
table Foundation; to which they may fend
their Sick in the moit obftinate Chroni-
cal Cafes, with fome Profpet of Relief,
Thus the remoteff Regions of our Land
may have Reafon on this Account to cal/
us Bleffed; and 1 will add, the remoteff
Generations may alfo have Reafon to do
it. Refle& bow many Hundreds are at this
Day enjoying the Benefits of thofe wife and
charitable Foundations, which our Nation
owes to the pious and beneficent King
EpwaArp THE SixTH, of truly facred
and immortal Memory. So would I hope,
that in zbis Place, when our Children, and
our Grand-children are in their Graves, their
remoteft Deftendants, which arife in their
Stead, (and Gop only knows, what Revo-
lutions may bring any of them to need =)
may have Caufe to reflet on zbis Year
1743, as the bappy Ara of an Efiablijh-
ment, to which many around them may
owe their Health, their Comfort, their Ufe-

F Julnefs,
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fulnefs, and poffibly, under Gop, their Chri-
ftian FPrinciples, and their zmmortal Hopes.
Whatever Streams may in the mean time
have flowed into it, (and Gop grant, they
may be as large as fhall be needed,) zbe
Fountain will be traced up hither ; and
Bleffings will be pronounced on the Me-
mory of thofe, who have opened to thefe
refrefhing and bealing Waters fo free and
fo plmimt a Courfe,

Tuese Confiderations I lay before you,
not to exfort any Thing from you, as
againft your Wills, by mere Importunity ;
but to convince you, of what I hope will
be abundantly fufficient to engage your Con-
currence in the Defign; 1 mean, that it
is eminently calculated for Exffry tve Ufeful-
zefs. 1 wifh you may heartily join 77 ¢, be-
caufe I with your prq/fﬂr Happinefs, and your
future Comfort. It is obfervable, that when
our blefled Redeemer fent forth his Apoftles,
as Sheep among Wolves, he gave them zhis
Confolation in the midft of their Poverty
and AffliGtion, that tho’ as for Silver and
Gold they had none, they fhould be able
to command - one of the nobleft Delights
which Riches could purchafe, in being
the Means of bealing the Sick®. 'This
was, if I may be allowed the Familiarity
of the Expreflion, one of the great Perquifites

which
b Mat. x. 8.
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which he permitted to thefe his moft fa-
wvourite Servants; that their Hearts, ren-
dered no doubt by his Grace exquifitely
fenfible, thould have the Godlike Pleafitre
of beholding from Time to Time the chear-
Jul Countenances of thofe, who had lately
been among the moff lamentable Spectacies
of Human Nature, and now under Gop
owed their Health, their Limbs, and their
Lives to them; and of feeing zhe foy of
Familres and Nengéasﬁrbﬂadj made happy
by the Recovery of thofe who were dear
to them. I with you, my Brethren, be-
loved in the Lord, a Pleafure fomething
like this of the Apoftles; and may I not
add, of their Mafler too, fo far as a Diver-
fity of Circumftances will admit, And it
1s nﬂl: only in Compaffion to the Afflicied,
but in the Overflowings of the /fincereft
Friendfbip to you, that I go on, (unnecef-
fary as it may almoft feem,) in the Con-

clufion of my Difcourfe,

III. To touch on fome Circumflances
peculiar to the prefent Seafin, which may
efpecially recommend this Scheme to our im-
mediate Regard,

AND here it is obvious to think of 7fe
War in which we are now engaged,—
of the Mercies of the Harveft which we

F 2 have
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have lately reaped,—and of the Crifis to
which zhe Scheme is now brought, which
thercfore muft be immediately fupported, or
funk beyond all probable Hope of future
Recovery.

1. Tur Confideration of the War, in
which we are imbarked, may pro-
perly be introduced as what fhould

have fome Weight with wus on this
Occafion.

Tuis fhould engage us as a Nation
to conduc ourfelves in as virfuous and
pious a Manner as poflible ; as the moft
probable Way of drawing down the Di-
vine Blefing upon our Arms: Now it is
very reafonable to fuppofe, that A¢Zs of pub-
lick Charity, being in their own Nature
fo peculiarly pleafing to the gracious Fa-
-ther and Governour of the Univerfe, muft
have a great Tendency to this. An anci-
ent Fewi/b Writer exprefles this in Terms
remarkably adapted to the prefent Purpofe :
““ Help the Poor,” fays he, “ for the Com-
“ mandment’s Sake; and [hut up Alms, as
“ it awere, in thy Store-houfe;” almoft as
if he had faid, Raile Ho/pitals for Maga-
zines: * And it fhall fight for thee againft
““ thine Enemies, better z‘bmmngéty Sheeld,
“or a firong Spe.tzr ” that is, than any

Kind
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Kind of defenfive or offenfive Armour. Nay
an 7nfpired Prophet, when giving Advice
to him, who was then the greateft Mo-
narch upon Earth, Nebuchadnezzar King
of Babylon, exprefles himielf thus : Oh
King, let my Counfel be acceptable unto thee :
Break off thy Sins by Righteoufnefs, and
thine Iniquities by [fhewing Mercy to the
Poor 5 if it may be a Lengthening out of thy
Tranquillity .

AND as a View to our future Interefl,
efpecially in this nice Conjuncture of Af-
fairs, may require fuch a Care; fo it will
be a very proper Expreffion of our Grati-
tude, for the Affiffance which Gobv has
lately given us. The Victory at Dettingen
was a very remarkable and feafonable A4p-
pearance of Providence in our Favour,
which we have been folemnly acknowleds-
7ng again and again in our Publick Devotions.
Let us alfo acknowledge if in our Aétions. Let
us prefent fome grateful Tribute toward this
good Work, as a Thank-Offering to Him,
who giveth Salvation to Kings*, for having
fo gracioufly guarded the Life, the Li-
berty, and Safety of our Sovereign, King
GeorgEe. Had the Breath of our Noftrils,
the Anointed of the LORD, been taken
in the Snares of the Enemy®, and our
Glory In any Senfe been delivered into

their

¢ Dan, iv. 27. 9 Plal, exliv. 10. ¢ Lam. iy. 20,
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thetr Hand®, Expences of a very different
Nature might have been occafioned, and
have fallen upon owur broken Spirits with
a very affli¢tive Weight, But I will not
dwell on fo melancholy a Thought. We
are prefenting our daily Prayers for His
MajEsTY’s Security and Profperity, while,
with a Generofity which I hope our Na-
tion will never forget, he is hazarding his
Life for us in the high Places of the
Fielde:  Let our Alms rife with our Pray-
ers, if we defire they fhould come wup as
a grateful Memorial before GO D",

2. Tue Mercies of the Harvef may
likewife properly be mentioned, as
rendering the Charity 1 have been
propofing peculiarly [eafonable.

Gop has remarkably appeared for us,
to crown the Year with bis Goodnefs *, and to
load the Earth with his Bounty; and he
has added this, to compleat the Favour,
that he has' referved fo us, in as agree-
able a2 Manner as we could ourfelves have
withed, zhe appointed Weeks of the Harveft *.
More eaj&mé’;’f Weatber on {uch an Oc-
cafion has not, fo far as I can learn, been

known in the Memory of Man: Sf.rya?z-
~able

f Pal. Ixxviii. 61. & Judg.v.18. B Aflsx. 4.
i Plal; Ixv. 30, E Jer. ¥. 24, .
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able in this refpect, that as the Boftles of
Heaven have been fo reftrained’, that there
have been 7o wiolent Rains in the Time of
Harveft, to fweep away or corrupt the Fruits
of the Earth; fo for feveral of the moft
bufy and important Days, Gobp bas fpread
bis Chud over the Heavens, fo as to fhel-
ter the Reaper in the midft of his Toil
from thofe excefive Heats, which often
render Autumn much more fickly than it
would otherwife be. Since then Gop hath
made fuch Provifion for fatisfying our Poor
with Bread™, and for preferving our Health
too, he may feem thereby to call upon
you, by the gentleft Voice, to give him,
in this pious Work, ¢ Part of that Sub-
ftance with which he hath replenifhed you.
And furely - you muft feel yourfelves drawn,
as by zhe Cords of @ Man, to lay out this
Way {ome of the Stores which he has
with fo liberal a Hand poured in upon
you, and which in fparing your Health
he has both fpared and fweetened. Ho-
nour the LOR D therefore with your Sub-
Sance, and with the firft Fruits of all your
Increafe”, as a thankful Acknowledgment
of what he hath already done; and then
you may by his Promife be encouraged
to hope, that in future Inftances, your
Barns fhall be filled with Plenty, and your

Preffes

{ Job xa%viii. 37. ™ Pfal, cxxxii. 15. * Prov. iii. g
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Preffes burft out with new Wine°. Know;
my Friends, that GOD bhath given you
your Corn, and your Wine, and your Ozl?;
and bath multiplied your Wool and your
Flax. Lay by therefore for charitable Ufes,
as GOD bath profpered you 9, and as you
hope and defire hbe fhould profper you in
Years to come: Otherwife you may chance
to have calculated your Interefts very wrong,
and may find to your Coft, that as zbere
15 that [cattereth, and yet greatly increaf-
eth, {o there is that withholdeth more than
7s meet, but it tendeth only to Poverty”
Once more,

3. LeT me plead from the particular
Crifis to which zhis Affair is now
brought, which is fuch, that it mu/f
be determined by what is zmmediately,
or at leaft quickly, done.

THuE Scheme of a CounTy HoOSPITAL
among us was thought of, and hinted
at long ago; but it was then looked upon
as a Thing to be wifbed, rather than at=
tempted and hoped. The Attempt i1s now
couragioufly and vigoroufly made, and o
inconfiderable Sum has already been fub-

[feribed tor that Purpofe: And what is much
more

¢ Prov. iii. 10. P Hof ii. 8, - 9 1 Cor, xvi 2.
¥ Prov. xi. 24.
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more important than any Subfcription yet
made, many of the Nobility and Gentry of
the County, who have not yet afcertained
Particulars, have declared their Approba-
tion of the gemeral Defign, and their Re-
folution to favour it. It is greatly for their
Honour to have done it, and we have
Reafon to blefs GOD who hath put it
into therr Hearts: But it would be moft
ungenerous and wunreafonable, to leave the
whole Burthen upon them. It is the ge-
neral Concurrence of the Inbabitants of this
County, which muft give the greateft
Strength, Stability, and Extent to the
Scheme, Let me therefore intreat your
chearful and refolute Concurrence. Suffer
not this amiable Infant, (if 1 may be
allowed the Expreflion, ) to be deferted,
and die, for Want of due Support in its
tendereft State; nor let it be faid, in
Hezekiab's Words, that when brought to
the Birth, there was not Stremgth and Af-
fiftance fo0 bring it forth'. Lend your
charitable Aid now, if you ever purpofe
to do it at &ll; for if it drop mow, we
cannot expect ever to fee it revived : Since
the Defeat of this Attempt, {o far advanced,
and fo warmly f{olicited, will be looked
upon as a Demonftration to many, that
the Thing cannot be effected ; whereas it

G 15

{ 2 Kings xix. 3.



42 Compaffion ta the Sick

is moft evident, that if it wmiftarry,
muft not be charged on Providence, but on
ourfelves. Nothing furely can prevent ifs
Succefs, humanly f{peaking, but fuch Dif-
pofitions, as1 am wnwilling on this Occa-
fion fo much as #o0 mame, in thofe who
thould be Leaders in every good Work.

Ir thefe fhameful Caufes thould prevail
to fruftrate all, we love our Neighbours,
our Brethren, and the Publick too well,
not fo lament 1f. But let us at leaft have
fo much Regard to the Credit of our Cha-
rallers, and the Peace of our Confciences,
as to fhew, that it fails not for Want
of our Concurrence. 1 know, it is but wvery
little in Comparifon that we can do. We
are by no means diftinguifhed for our Wealth,
and we have of courfe our Burthens and
Expences peculiar to us, as a Society of
Diffenters. Neverthelefs, let us judge equi-
tably, as to what we are able to contribute,
and let us do ¢ chearfully : Rejoicing in
this, that we a& in the Prefence of a
moft gracious and merciful Father, who,
where there is a willing Mind, accepts a
Man according to what be bath, and not ace
cording to what be bath not'.

LeT not therefore any of the poorer
Part of Mankind, who often have as ge-
nerous and as compaflfionate Hearts as any

which

t 2 Cor viii. 13,
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which are to be found on Earth, be dif-
couraged, becaufe they have not their Gui~
neas, or even their Crowns to give om this
noble Occafion. Were great Numbers to
join their fmaller Contributions thro’ fuch a
County as this, it would fwell to a very
confiderable Sum. And which is the moft
agrecable Thought of all, each would have
bis Part in the Honour and Pleafure of
doing Something towards helping forward
fo worthy a Defign. And I am fure, it
is the Part of Humanity to wifh, that
thofe, who move in a lower Sphere, may
fhare with the Rich and Great in fuch
Pleafures as thefe ; tho’ they cannot in many
others, much more expenfive, yet not
equally exquifite and refined. The Joys of
Liberality, and the Delights of Benevolence,
were intended by the great Author of our
Nature, like the Light of the Sun, to be the
Portion of the whole Species, and to extend
themfelves to the lwet of Mankind.

I hope therefore that 2//, who can with-
out great Inconvenience to themfelves and
their Families afford it, will do fomething
to promote this generous Scheme. But I
would remind zhgfe of you in particular,
who are in more diftinguifhed Circumflances
of Life, that you are in the Sight of Gobp
and Man obliged to diftinguifbh yourfélves
in the various Exercifes of Liberality. 1

G 2 have
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have a great Authority to warrant me to do
it, and I think it one of the trueft Offices
of Friendfbip which a Minifter can per-
form to fuch, to charge them that are
Rich in this World, that they truff not in
uncertain Riches, but in the living GOD ;
and that, as they defire any well-grounded
Truft in him, they practically acknow-
ledge him as the Great LorD or ALy, by
being rich in good Works, ready to diftribute,
willing to communicate, 1o laying up in Store
for themfelves a good Foundation againft the
Time to come, that they may lay hold on
Eternal Life®. And if there are amy of
you whofe Riches Gop hath lately sncreafed,
either by caufing your Grounds to bring
Jorth plentifully, or by giving a favourable
Turn to the Commodities in which you deal,
or by any other Methods of fudden Prof-
perity ; as I may fay to you, I come in
a good Day, fo 1 fhould think, you had
Reafon to fear that very Pﬂ:ﬁ)frify were 4
Curfe, and might be the Means of De-
Sftruétion to you, if you did not feel your
Hearts as it were melted by it, and dif=
pofed to flow forth in the Streams of /arge
and chearful Beneficence. 1 would rather
hope, that Gop has been providing an
eafy and abundant Acceffion for this pub-
lick

"y Tim. vi. 17,—19.
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fick Charity, by the Acceffion he has been
making to your Capacity of {upporting it.

I wouLrp alfo particularly befeech #hofe
of you, who are of tender Conflitutions, and
know, by your own frequent Experience,
the Calamity of Ilinefs, to pity the Sorrows
you have fo often felt, and to thew a Rea-
dinefs to relieve the Poor who are labouring
under them; as you defire that the Eye
of Mercy may be direCted toward you,
and that the Arm of GOD may be ex-
tended for your Support, if fuch Diftreffes
fhould return upon you. And I hope,
any whom Gop may lately have raifed
up to Life and Health, when they feemed
in the extreameft Danger of being deprived
of the Refidue of their Years, will hear how
loudly he calls upon them, to prefent a
Thank-offering, fo fuitable to the Nature
of that Favour which they have received.

To conclude all, I would befeech every
one of you who hear me this Day, &oth
High and Low, Rich and Poor together,
that they aid this good Work by #hbeir
Prayers : A Contribution, by which fome
of the Pooreft may be eminently belpful; for
Jfuch are often peculiarly rich in Faith ¥, and
high in the Favour of the King of Heaven.

Anp may HE, the Great Patron of

the Aflicted, and of thofe that pity them,
| fay

¥ James ii. g.
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fay AMEN to our wnited Petitions! May
He gracioully guide the Minds of thofe,
who are concerting the Scheme, and ripen-
ing 1t for fuller Exécution ! Ma He open
the Hearts of thofe, who fhall be applied
Zo, that they may give freely and chear-
Jully, in full Proportion to what He, the
only perfect Judge, certainly knows to be
their refpective Abilities! And may He
abundantly reward all, who from worthy
Principles /hall affift in fo excellent a Work,
with Health in their Perfons, Profperity
in their Families, Peace in their Minds,
and at length, thro’ the Merits and Grace
of the Great Redeemer, with an Efernal
Abode in that World, wbere the great Phy-
Sfician of Souls having fully accomplithed
his healing Purpofes, the Inbabitant fhall
not fay, I am fick*! Neverthelefs, the
Grace of Charity thall /ive and reign there ;
tho’ fuch Methods of expreffing if, as I have
now been recommending, be bappily fu-
perfeded : Nor is it at all lmprobable that
Jome, whom we have for a few Days
lodged in our Houfe of Mercy here, may
there, as our LorD himfelf exprefles it,
receive wus into Everlafling Habitations®,
AMEN,

by ® Iai, xxxiii, 24,7 7 -1°Cor. xiit, 8. © = Luke xvi. 9.
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