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R E F A C E.

HE inftinét which proteéts our helplels

offspring, and which is denominated
parental affection, is Dbeftowed upon all ani-
mated nature. In common with the human
fpecies, it is poflefled by the wild beaft of
the foreft, and by the tame and humble dé-
pendent of man. But mumaxity *, the de-
fire of aflifting our fellow creatures, of reliev-
ing their diftreffes, and promoting their hap-
pinefs, belongs exclefively to the human race.
Without it, in the advanced ftate of civil polity,
misfortune would in vain look up for protec-
tion, and the heft direfted laws for the relief
of the fufferer would be utterly incompetent
to their objeét.

* If the reader withes to fee from what fource the
fentiments of this preface have been derived, he has
only to refer to an excellent periodical work, intitled
¢ Biblioteque Britannigue,” publithed by Profeflor
Piétet, at Gemeve; in a late number of which, he

will find an animated and well drfvn piture of the
Englifh Foundling Hofpital,

in



A} PR EF X ICHE

I~ the infancy of fociety, while popula-
tion bears but a fmall proportion to the fources
of fubfifience, individual benevolence may be
adequate to the relief of individual diftrefs:
but when millions are united in one com-
munity, they may exift together in the fame
metropolis, as much ftrangers to the detail
of each others concerns, as we are to thofe
of the inhabitants of China. It is then that
mdividual efforts are incapable not only of
=ffording adequate relief to the unfortunate,
but even of diftinguifhing and fele€ting the
proper objects of benevolence.

¥s man then to weep in filence over the
fufferings of his fellow creatures, or to with-
draw the eye from the obfervation of that
mifery, which he muft defpair to relieve?—
No.= What mdividuaily he carnot remedy—
that evil which might be increafed by the in-
terference of the ftate—may be correfted by
co-operation and united efforts; which, ex-
cluding the petty motives of felf intereft and
perfonal favor, are condufted by impartial
kindnefs, and inffruéted by experience,

Waex
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Waey the exertions of many individuals
are diretted by one fpirit, to one objetl, thes
acquire a momentum of power, which never
can be attained by an unconneéted individual ;
not even by the adminiftration of government
itfelf. They have one fingle point in view,
to which they devote all their efiorts; they
att with a degree of zeal and perfeverance,
tran{mitted in corporate fucceflion, and ever
attending the emulation of many, labouring
difintereftedly and ftrenuvoufly 1n a common
caule.

To a great and extended kingdom, it is of
infinite benefit that its members fhould be
habituated to co-operate for thefe purpofes, and
to devote a part of their time and attentions
to the well-being of their fellow fubjefts.”
Uniting the opinion, and concentrating the
confidence of many, a fingle individual may
be almoft equal to any thing. A centre of
action being thus obtained, man may acquire
the fame intereft in the happinefs of others,
that he pofleffesin his own; and the beft and the
pureft {pecies of public {pirit may be generated
and preferved in a great country.

Tris
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Tris principle of affociation is one of the
moit honorable and charaéteriftic traits, which
diftinguithes the Britifh nation; a nation af-
fording examples of a variety of noble and
nfeful eftablihments, in their objeft philan-
thropic, and in their nature purely difin-
terefted. To fach charities let thofe repair,
whofe youthful minds have been delighted
with the theories of benevolence, and the
reveries of philanthropy. Let them there
afcertain how fuch inftitutions may be formed,
and how they may be beft adminiftered. In
fuch occupation they will enjoy pure and un-
difturbed fatisfattion; a fatisfattion, which
will be repeated with increafed effett, when-
ever the interefting fight of the charity, and
its beneficial effets, fhall be renewed in their
recollection.

ACCOUNT
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oOF T:-HE

FOUNDLING HOSPITAL.

HE Englifh nation poflefles Introduttory
{o diftinguithed a pre-eminence (Rl
In every a&t of benevolence, that it appears
{carcely credible that there fhould have been
a period, when hofpitals, for the prefervation
of expofed and deferted infants, had been open-

ed at Paris, Madrid, Lifbon, Rome, Venice and
Amiterdam, and no charity of that kind ex-
ifting in England. —In the reign of Queen Anne
a {cheme of this nature had been projeéted,
but for want of exertion it had not {ucceeded.
In confequence however of the {ubjett hav-
ing been agitated, fome perfons had by
their wills given legacies for the benefit of a
Foundling Hofpital, whenever it fhould be
eftablithed.

A In



2 Account of the, Fo ndling Hofpital.

In 1713, Mr. Addifon, in one of his pe-
riodical ¥ effays, direfted the public attention
again to the fubjeét. <« I will mention” (fays
_he) “a piece of charity which has not yet
“-been exerted among us,and which deferves
“ our attention the more, becaufe it is prac-
“ tifed by moft of the nations about us. I
“ mean a provifion for foundlings, or for thofe
“ children who, through want of fuch a pro- .
“ vifion, are expofed to the barbarity of cruel
“ and unnatural parents, One does not know
“ how to fpeak on fuch a fubjeét without
“ horror ; but what multitudes of infants have
“ been made away with by thofe who brought
“ them into the wﬁr’ld, and were afterwards
¢ athamed or unable to provide for them !

« There is fcarce an affizes, where fome un-
¢ happy wretch is not executed for the murder
“of a child. And how many more of thofe
¢ monfters of inhumanity may we fuppofe to
 be wholly undifcovered, or cleared for want
« of .legal evidence? Not to mention thui'e,_
¢« who by unnatural prattices do in fome mea-
¢ fure defeat.the intentions of providence, and

# See No, 105 of the Guardian,
¢ deftroy
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“ deftroy their conceptions even before they
“ fee the light. In all thefe the guilt is equal,
“ though the punifhment is not fo. But, to
“ pafs by the greatnefs of the crime (which
“ is not to be exprefled by words) if we only
“ confider how it robs the commonwealth of
“its. full number of citizens, it certainly de-
“ ferves the utmoft application and wifdom of
* a people to prevent it.~

Ll

It was near ten years after, that cp. er obtained
Mr. Thomas Coram, a mafter of a 17 O&. 1739.
trading veflel to the American colonies, a man
fingularly endowed with aétive and difinterefted
benevolence, undertook and, after a labour
of 17 years, fucceeded in the eftablifhment
of the Foundling Hofpital. Before he pre-
{ented his petition to the King, he was ad-
vifed to procure a recommendation of the
defign; and he fucceeded in obtaining a ¥
memorial figned by fome ladies of rank, and

A 2 another

% The following is 2 copy of it.

¢ Whereas among the many excellent defigns and
 inftitutions of charity, which this nation, and
‘“ efpecially the city of Londom, has hitherto en- -
% couraged and eftablifhed, no expedient has yet been
¢ found
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another by feveral noblemen and gentlemen;

{3
1
1
(1
8¢
&<
€5
€
13
13
13
(13
'3
.
e

(11

L 14
111
£E
L 3
L
éc
L
L
1
g 17

. 17

both of which were annexed to his petition

to

found out, for preventing the frequent murders of
poor miferable infants at their birth ; or for fup-
prefiing the inhuman cuftom of expofing new born
infants to perifh in the flreets; or the putting out
fuch unhappy foundlings to wicked and barbarous
nurfes, who undertaking to bring them up for a
{fmall and trifling fum of money, do often (fuffer
them to ftarve for want of due fuftenance or care;
or, if permitted to live, either turn them into the
ftreets to beg or fteal, or hire them out to loofe
perfons, by whom they are trained up in that in-
famous way of living; and fometimes are blinded,
or maimed and diftorted in their limbs, in order to
move pity and compaflion, and thereby become fit-
ter inftruments of gain to thofe vile mercilefs
wretches,
¢ For a beginning to redrefs fo deplorable a grie-
vance, and to prevent as well the effufion of fo much
ingocent blood, as the fatal confequences of that
idlenefs, beggary, or ftealing, in which fuch poor
foundlings are generally bred up; and ro enable
them, by an early and effectual care of their edu-
cation, to become ufeful members of the common-
wealth ; we whofe names are under written, be-
ing! deeply touehed with compaffion for the fuf-
ferings and lamentable condition of fuch poor
abandoned helplefs infants, as well as the enormous
abufes and mifchiefs to which they are expofed,
¢ and
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to the King ; who on the 17th day of O€tober
1739, granted his charter to the governors
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and

and in order to fupply the government plentifully
with ufeful hands on many occafions ; and for the
better producing good and faithful fervants from
amongit the poor and miferable caft-off children
or foundlings, now a peft to the public, and a
chargeable nuifance within the bills of mortality ;
and for fettling a yearly income for their mainte-
nance and proper education, till they come to a
fit age for fervicej are defirous to encourage, and
willing to contribute towards ereing an hn'fpital
for infants, whom their parents are not able to main-
tain, and who have no right to any parith ; which
we concgive will not only prevent many horrid
murders, cruelties and other mifchiefs, and be
greatly beneficial to the publick ; but will alfo be
acceptable to God Almighty, as being the only rea
medy of fuch great evils, which have been fo lon

neglected, tho’ always cnmplaiﬁéd ok prnﬂideg
due and proper care be taken for fetting on foot {o
neceflary an eftablithment, and a Royal Charter be
granted by the King to fuch perfons, as his Ma-
jefty fhall approve of, who fhall be willing to be-
come benefaltors for the ere&ting and endowing
fuch an hofpital, and for the receiving the volun-
tary contributions of charitable and well difpofed
perfons, and for direéting and managing the affairs
thereof gratis, to the beft advantage; under fuch
regulations as his Majefty in his great wifdom fhall

~ £¢ judge



6 Account of the Foundling Hofpital.

and guardians of the Foundling Hofpital ; con-
ftituting them a corporate body; authorizing
the purchafe of real eftates not exceeding
£.4000 a year, and appointing courts, (at
which the prefence of 13 governors at leaft
fhould be required) for the eleCtion of com-
mittees, a prefident, and other officers, and
for the geéneral alts of the corporation.

It may be neceflary to fhew
how far the Foundling Hofpital
differs from all foreign charities for
foundlings; and to explain why a limited efta-
blithment of this kind is proper in England,
altho’ the fyftem of general reception is ren-
‘dered unneceffary, by the inftitution of our poor
laws.—The exiftence of fuch a code, and the
eftablithment

Objects of the
‘charity,

€ judge moft proper for ‘attaining the defired effe@ of
¢¢ our good Intentions,”

Charlotte Somerfet, F. Wa, and Nottingham,
8. Richmond, E. Cardigas.
H. Bolton. Dorothy Burlington,
Anne Boltonts F. Litchfield,
. Leeds. A. Albermarle,
A. Bedford. F. Biron.
M. Cavendifb Portland, A. Trevor.
' }'. Mmﬁb;ﬂer. A. Torrington,
F. Herttord, E. Onflow.
M Harold. A King,

El- Hﬂﬂliﬂgdjﬂﬂq
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eftablifhment of a permanent and certain pro-
vifion for the aged and the helplefs, not of oc-
calional bounty but of uncontrovertible right,
and the -anxious' care which has watched,
tho’ not with equal fuccefs, over every abufe
or negle&t in the execution of them, may be
placed in -competition with the greateft of
our national atchievements. To thofe, how-
ever, who have paid much attention to the ex-
ecution of thefe laws, it muft have occurred
that there are fome cafes in which, from the
.neceifary imperfeétion of all human eftablifh-
ments, the remedy is rendered very inadequate :
fuch, among others, is the inftance of thofe
unhappy females, who by broken faith, by un-
principled feduttion, or by fome unfortunate
circumftance, are placed in a fituation, where
indigence and excefs of bodily pain are aggra-
vated by the profpeét of hopelefs contumely and
‘irretrievable difgrace; and who have fome-
times been driven to a crime, which no mother
‘could ever have imagined, who was not firft
‘reduced to'the extreme of agony and defpair,

Thefe are the objefls, to which the benefits
of this charity are peculiarly direfted. iIn
fuch a city as London there always will be

| 47 fome

L
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fome inftances, in which the exiftence of the
- child, and the future welfare and good condutt
of the mother, can only be fecured by fuch
an eftablifhment, as that of the Foundling
Hofpital: and it may be queftioned, in many
inftances, whether even the prefervation of
the helplefs and unoffending infant is {o me-
ritorious and beneficial an at of charity, as
the refcuing the wretched mother from a courle
of infamy and proftitution, and reftoring her to
charater and the means of honeft induftry.

The feleftion of thefe cafes, with a compe-
tent attention to circumftances, is one of the
moft important duties of the atling guardians
of the charity.  In this refpect this hofpital
differs from thofe in other countries, where the
law has not appointed any peculiar provifion
for the poor. Theirs are neceflarily open and
univerfal : ours, except during a fhort period,
when the fyftem was totally and very impro-
perly changed, extended only to thofe cafes,

where the poor laws do not afford competent
relief.

i, The inconvenience to be ap-
iﬁ;ﬂfﬂiﬂn prehended from fuch an afylum, is
the encouragement that may be

given
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given in fome inftances to licentious habits of
life, by the eafe of providing for the confequences
of i2. But no fuch ill effefts could ever
enfue, if the fufferings * of thefe penitent
and unhappy women were fully known to
thofe who might otherwife have been inclined
to follow their example. And it is deferv-
ing of obfervation, that no inftance has come

{o

# My reader will be gratified by a perufal of the
following remarks on this fubjelt, extralted from a
difcourfe of the Reverend Mr. Hewlett ——*¢ Could
¢¢ we pourtray a mother’s fufferings before fhe refolves
¢ to forfake bher child, what forms of agony fhould
¢ we not exhibit }—She is herfelf deferted firft, and
¢¢ finds herfelf the vi€tim of treachery and voluptusufnefs,
¢ where the fondly hoped to be the object of pure ana
¢ ind:vidual love. At a time when the languor of
¢¢ the body and the growing anxiety of the mind
¢ powerfully claim, and, in general receive, ad-
¢ ditional tendernefs, fhe is obliged to endure the
¢ fevereft affliction, that fear could imagine, or un-
¢¢ kindnefs produce. 'This alone, you will admit, is
¢¢ diftrefing enough; but to this 1s added the lofs of
¢¢ honor, that can never be retrieved; a fenfe of
¢ {hame, and a dread of infamy, which none buta
¢ woman, and a woman thus degraded, can ever
¢ feel, Thele are her prefent {ufferings: if fhe looks
¢ forward into futurity, poverty and hunger pur-
¢ {ue her; or, at leaft, her melancholy lot is dailp
¢ to eat the bread of afHli¢tion, and to drink the tears
¢ of remorfe,” 17 June 1799,
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the knowledge of the committee, of any
weman fo relieved, who has not been thereby
faved from, what the would in all probability
have been involved in, a courfe of vice and
profirtution. The detail of their wretched and
deferted fituation, fome times too well con-
firmed by the almoft ftarved condition in which
fome of the infants are brought into the hof-
pital, is one (I might fay the only) painful
circumftance to thofe who attend as the
atting adminitrators of the charity; a detail
which, 1f it could be given to the world
without injury to the unhappy fubjefis of i,
would ferve to deter from vice thofe who might
gtherwife have been the victims of feduttion.

The firft general court of the
new corporation was held at
, ~ Somerfet-houfe, on the 20th of
November 1739 ; the chairman being the
Dukeof Bedford, who, fora period of above
90 years, continued to be prefident of the hof-
pital, until his death in 1771. At this coust
the corporation proceeded to the elettion of a
committee of fifty governors (including the pre-
fident, vice-prefidents and treafurer) to manage
the eftate and effetts of the Hofpital for the en-
- famng year, The

Proceedings of

‘ghe corporation.
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The governors immediately inftituted an en-
quiry refpeéting legacies and benefattions ; and
opened books for fubferiptions and annual pay-
ments, attording by their own donations a libe-
ral example to others. Accounts of the nftitu-
tions and regulations of fimilar * charities abroad
were immediately applied for, and obtained;
and a regular {yftem was prepared for the ar-
rangement and government of the holpital.

In the general court, held immediately after
Chriftmas-day 1739, a propofal was made for
taking a 21 years leafe of Mountagu-houfe, for
the ufe of the charity: but fome difficulties

arifing from the nature of the Duke’s eftate in it,

# In Sir William Mildmay’s account of the police of
France publifhed in 1763 (which I have been favoured
with by the honourable John Yorke) there is a very
curious account of the Foundling Hofpital at Paris ;
which feems to have been attended with nearly the
fame effects, both good and bad, as accompanied the
indifcriminate reception of children, at one period,
into our hofpital.— It appears by feveral documents
ftated by Sir William, that one fifth of the children
then born at Paris were fent to their Foundling Hof-
pital ; and that ome 1bird of the perfons who died in
Paris, during that period, died in an hofpital,

- 19 June 1799,
Ranelagh.
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Ranelagh-houfe, Strafford-houfe,Effex-houfe, and
feveral other fituations were fucceffively in con-
templation. In the mean time the governors
had engaged fome tenements in Hatton-garden
for the temporary accommodation of the cha-
nty; and the admiflion of children to the be-
nefit of the infiitution commenced on the 25th of
March 1741.

To increafe and perpectuate the funds of the
charity was, at a very early period, the objeét
of very ftrenuous exertions, of the moft attive
governors and benefaltors; among which we
may diftingnith the names of Mr. Coram, Mr.
Martin Folkes, Mr. Taylor White and My,
Hume * Campbell. A plan, not perfeétly
free from interefted motives, was at that time
prefented fo the corporation; by which it was
propofed to enrich the hofpital with perpetual

% The fecond brother of the late Earl of March-
mont.—It is a fingularly favourable circumftance to
the chanity that that care, which foftered the infant
eftablithment in 1743, fhould, after an uninterrupted
period of 52 years, be now continued by his elder broe
ther’s widow, Lady Marchmont ; who is at prefent fo
kind as to alt, asan infpeétrefs of the foundling chil-
dren, in the neighbourthood of Hemel .Hempftead,
¥3 Jan. 1396,

and
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and ample revenues, to add a fund of £.30,000
for the purpofes of building, and to give the
charity the indefealible poflefion of a noble
eftate ; for all which benefits the projettor
atked only a participation of profits; which,
though not exceeding 3 per cent. was to have
produced a very fufficient reward for his fpe-
culations. The committee enquired into the
nature of the firtt of his five propofed refources.
This proved to be atax #o be impofed by Par-
Liament on all coals exported from Great-Bri-
tain; a tax which the corporation not having
any pretence for alking, or probability of ¢b-
taining, he received thanks and praife; and
there the dream of wealth ended.

In the enfuing {e@ion the gover-

nors applied for and obtained. an
A¢t of Parliament, confirming

their charter, with the addition of fome further
powers, and the exemption of the hofpital
from parochial jurifdiétion and interference.
A f{pecial committee was appointed to prepare

A& of Parlia.

ment obtained.

bye-laws, and the gencral committee was di-
retted to confider of a plan for the further exe-
cution of the charity, and of the purchale of
land as an inveftment of part of the money of

the
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the corporation. Circular letters were in the
mean time diftributed about the kingdom, foli-
citing information with regard to the manage-
ment of the hofpital, and particularly where
nurfes might be procured, and children well
- taken care of, at the moft reafonable prices.

The fecuring of an healthy and
Purchafe of  convenient fcite for the hofpi-
round from . :
Yo Salibury. tal, was a fubjet, to which the
governors had paid an early at-
tention. In O&ober 1740, the committee had
been authorized, to purchafe of the Earl of
Salifbury, the two fields on the northern fide of
Ormond-fireet; the fituation appearing to be
extremely eligible for the charity. His Lord-
thip declined treating, unlefs all his land there,
extending to Gray’s-inn-lane, was included in
the purchafe; and named as a price for the
whole, what his agent ftated to have been al-
ready offered, the fumL of £.7000. Difliculties
however arifing, on the part of the governors
with refpeét to the amount of the fum, the Earl
very liberally obviated them, by a donation of
£.500 towards the purchafe; reducing it there-
by to £.6500. The general court immediately
accepted
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accepted the offer, and gave orders for a com-
pletion of the contratt.

In May 1741, the general committee ap-
pointed a {pecial committee of accounts, * to
« fee that the accounts, of the receipts and
« payments for the Hofpital, be kept agreeably
“ to the plan approved of at the laft - general
“ meeting; to examine the fecretary’s, ftew-
. % ard’s, and ihfpe&nr’s accounts, and the fe-
“ veral bills delivered to the corporation; and
“ to lay the fame from time to time before the
“ committee, in order to their being allowed
“ and paid.” The propriety of this appoint-
ment requires no comment: It has very lately
been renewed, after many years difcontinuance,
occafioned probably by the diﬁfmuit}' of getting
gentlemen to attend. The fame caufe apply-
ing, in fome degree, to the general committee,
an order was made at this time, for fummon-
ing it, for alternate Wednefdays only. Some
arrangement of this * nature, to fecure a regular
and full attendance, might, with the aid and

% The regularity with which the committees at.the
Foundling have been attended for the laft four years,
has rendered any further confideration of this fubject
unaeceflary,

co-operation
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co-operation of the {ub-committees, prove a
confiderable benefit and convenience to the
charity.

It being at firft thought impraéticable to pro-
cure a {ufficient number of healthy wet-nurfes,
“an endeavour was made to bring up fome of the
~children by hand; but experience being very
firong againft this praltice, and as decifive in
favor of the infants being nurfed in the coun-
try, the committee came to a refolution to fend
all the children, which fhould be taken in, as
foon as pollible, into the country, to remain
there until three years old; and as to infants,
to be nurfed by wet-nurfes only.

The land purchafed of Lord

I}:}itﬁi’? Salifbury appeared fo defirable a
16 st'gpt,g,ﬂzl fituation for the hofpital, and be-
nefattions for the intended build-

ing flowed in with fo Iiberal a current, that the
corporation very {peedily took into confidera-
tion the ereftion of an hofpital on their new
eftate ; and on the 16th day of September 1742,
the foundation ftone of the weftern wing was
laid, and building begun, upon a defign pre-
pared by Mr. Jacobfen, one of the governors
and
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and firft benefattors to the charity; the eftimate
of it amounting to £.6555 17s. 14. A build-
ing committee was at the {fame time appointed

for the purpofe of conduéting the building.

In the enfuing fpring, was the firft anni-
verfary dinner of the governors. The plenty
that diftinguifhed the annual feaft, could
hardly exceed that of their table of diet for
the hofpital, which, by the over kindnefs and
Englith feelings of the general committee,
had then been eftablithed, and which con-
tinued for fome years. Itis copied in a * note.
The prefent weekly allowance of animal
food in the hofpital, which has by experience

B been

* General Committee, 11 March 1740,
Refelved,

That the diet to be ufed in this hofpital fhall be as
follows : Upon Sundays, roaft beef ; Mondays, ftewed
beef with turnips and carrots; Tuefdays, roaft mut-
ton ; Wednefdays, boiled beef with greens or roots;
Thurfdays, ftewed beef with turnips and carrots;
Fridays, roaft mutton, and Saturdays boiled beef
with greens or roots, or pork with peafe pudding
in. winter, and fhoulders of veal in fummer: And
“that the proportion of the faid diet be at prefent re-

oulated at a pound for each head a day one with an-
wther,



18 An deconnt of the Foundling Hoffital.

been found {ufficient, is not much more thag
one fourth of what was then ordered.

e (38 . Y of o
gun ia 1747-
honfes in Hattan Garden given
up, i Oflober 1745. In March 1746, a fub-
feription was opened, for the building of the
chapel ; and, the next year, the general com-
mittee was authorized to contralt for the imme-
diate ercflion of it; wupen a plan prefented
by Mr. Jacobfen; the eftimate of which was
i L *‘{._‘.4-19‘5, 175. 4d. Aund n 1749
Sing i A3k the. inftance of Mr. Emerfon,
one of the governors, whe after-
wards bcqucathcd to the hofpital the relidue
of his eftates,amounting to upwards of £.11,000)
the general committee, n order that the girls
might be kept feparate from the boys, was
authorized to proceed to the building of the
eaftern wing ; which, together with the trea-
furer’s houfe, appears to have been ready for
habitafion in 1752.
| The

@ It coft in the whole 6490f. being lefs than the
aount of the fubfcriptions received towards it,
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The whole of the building, ori-
ginally calculated to hold 400 I?ﬁfﬂ?};fﬁfmd
children, was intended to be plain other aruits,
and devoid of decoration; but the
talents and public fpirit of feveral artifts bene-
'mlentl}f varied the intention; and many or-
naments were prefented by them to the cha-
rity.. To Mr. Hogarth, who was an altive
governor and an early benefattor, the hofpi-
tal is indebted for three pictures ; one his march
to Finchley, which, in the opinion of fome
judges, ftands firftin the catalogue of his works;
-and another, the portrait of our founder Mr.
Coram ; an excellent and well painted piture.
A lift and defcription of thefe donations, taken
from the original printed account of the hof-
pital is inferted in a * note.
' B The

# In the court room were placed four capital pic-
tures ; the fubjects being parts of the facred hiftory,
fuitable to the place for which they were defigned,

The firt painted by Mr, Hayman, and taken from
the 2d chapter of Exodus, ver. 8, g. the words of
which are, ¢ The maid went and called the child’s
¢ mother, and Pharoah’s daughter faid unto her, take
¢¢ this child awav and nurfe it for me, and I will
¢ give you wages,” -

The
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2

The charity is under very great
and of Mr.,

Handel. obligation to the benevolence of
' Mr. Handel; who, upon the
building

The enfuing verfe is the fubjeét of the next picture,
viz ¢ And the child grew, and fhe brought him to
¢ Pharoah’s daughter, and he became her fon, and fhe
¢ called his name Mpufes,” This piéture is painted
by Mr. Hsgarth.

The third piture is the hiftory of /fbmarl, painted
by Mr, Highmere. The fubje& taken from the 21t
chapter of Genefis ver. 17. *¢ And the angel of the
¢ Lord called to Hagar out of heaven, and faid to
¢ her, what aileth thee Hagar? Fear nor, for God.
¢¢ hath heard the voice of the lad where he is |

The fourth piéture was painted by Mr. Willes,
its fubject taken from the 18th chapter of Lufle,
ver, 16, ¢ Jefus faid, fuffer little children to come
¢ unto me, and forbid them noty for of fuch is
¢ the kingdom' of God.” On each fide of thele
pictures are placed fmaller piCtures in circular frames,
reprefenting the moft confiderable hofpitals in and a-
bout L.ondon.

1. The view of the hefpital for expofed children.

2. The view of the hofpital at Hyde park Covner,
called St. George’s hofpital.  Thefe two by Mr, #slfon,

3. Theview of Cheifea hofpital.

4. The view of Bethlem hofpital. Thefe two by
Mr. Haytley.

5. The view of §t. Thomas’s hofpital,

6. The view of Greenw:ch hofpital,

7. The
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building of the chapel, gave the hofpital an |
organ, and the benefit of his oratorio of the
Mefiah,

7. The view of the Blue Coat hofpital, Thefe three
by Mr. #bale. | |

8. The view of Sutton’s hofpital, called the Charter-
houfe, By Mr. Gamﬁarmg& |

Over the chimney is placed a very curious bafs-
relief carved by Mr. Ryfbrack, and prefented by him,
reprefenting children employed in havl-::ratmn and huf-
bandry ; being the employments, to whlch the chtldrcn
of this hofpital are deftined,

The other ornaments of the room were alfo given
by feveral ingenious workmen, who had been em-
ployed in building the hofpital, and were dﬂﬁmus
to contribute to its eftablithment,

The ftucco work was given by Mr, William Wilton.,
The marble chlmney by Mr. Deval. The table with
its frame enriched with carving, by Mr. :j"abn Sanderfon 5
and the glafs by Mr. Hallet,

In the other rooms of the hofpital are the follow-
ing pictures, His moft facred Majefty King George
tke Second, Patron of this Hofpital, by Mr. Shakleton,
painter to his Majefty, The right honourable the
Earl of Dartmouth, one of the vice-prefidents of the
hofpital, by Sir Fefhua Reynolds. Taylor White, Efq;
treafurer of the hofpital, in crayons, by Mr, Coates,
Mr. Thomas Coram, and the march of the guards to
Finchley, by Mr. Hogarth; Mr. Milner, and Mr Facobs"
Jen, by Mr. Hudjon; Dr. Mead, by Mr. Ramfay;
Mr. Emerfon, by Mr. Highmore ; Francis Fauquier, Efq;
lieutenant governor of Virginia, by Mr. Wilfon, A
large fea piece by Mr, Brwimg, and a fine landfcape
by Mr, Lambert,
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Meffiah, the performance of which he con-
duted himfelf. This he repeated for feveral
years, with an advantage to the funds of the
charity, amounting in the whole to upwards
of £.6700; and at his death, in 1759, be-!
queathed his property in the mufic of that ora-
torio to the hofpital, |

In March 1751, Mr. Coram,

ng;zﬁuer‘ the benevolent founder of the
hofpital, died, in the 84th year’

of his age. In confequence of a wifh, expreiled
in his life-time, he was interred wunder the,
chapel, in the midft of that charity which he
had founded ; a monument more noble and
dignified, than ever wealth or pride obtained.
His funeral was attended with every honour-
able refpect by the governors of the hofpital,
preceded by the children and their nurfes;
and the chpir fervice was performed by
gentlemen of St. Paul's and Weftminfter Ab-
bey. His life had. been fo totally devoid of
felf intereft, * that he left behind him pro-

perty

% There is an honourable teftimonial in favour of
Mr. Coram’s charater, in a letter from Mr. Horace

Walpole, then ambaflador at the Hague, to his bro-
' ther
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perty hardly fufficient to have difcharged the
¢xpences of his funeral. The Fﬂundhng Hol-
pital had not been the only objeét of his ex-
ertions : He was an ative contributor to the
eftablithment of the new colonies of Georgia

and

ther Sir Robert Walpole, dated the 18th April 17753
where in a colonial matter of confiderable importance,
which is the fubject of the Ietter, Mr. Walpole clofes
with thefe words: ‘¢ Lofe no time in talking with
¢¢ Sir Charles Wager, Mr. Blader, and ove Coramn,
¢ THE HONESTEST; THE MOST DtsINTERESTED,

¢ AND THE MOST KNOWING PERSON about the
¢ plantations 1 ever talked with? {)‘aq: Life of
Sir Robert Walpole, 3d. wil. 243.—~Indeed Mr. Coram
had been fo difinterefted, and fo inattentive to his
own pecuniary concerns, that, at the age of §2, he
was the fubject of the grant of an annuity, the origi-
nal of which, by favor of Mr. Wilmot, is now depo-
fired at the Foundling. It bears date the goth of
March 1749, and recites his public fervices in contri-
buting in the beginning of this century to England’s

being fupplied, at a very reduced price, with tar from the
Worthern Colonies of Bntlﬁl America, and with deal
hoards, and fir timber, from the Netherlands and Ger-
many, and in a later time to the foundation of the
Foundling Hofpital ; and contains a grant to him, on
very honourable terms, of 161 guineas a year for his
life, the Prince of Wales contributing 20 guineas a
year, and the other fubfcribers in general a guinea
each,  He lived to receive two years payment of it,

23d May, 1799.
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and Nova Scotia; and made fome progrefs in
the foundation of a fchool for the education of
Indian girls. An * infcription to his memory

was

# The following is a Copy of it.

CAPTAIN THOMAS CORAM,

whofe name will never want a monument,
fo long as this Hofpital fhall fubfift,
- was born in the year 1688;
@ man eminent in that moft eminent virtue,
the Jove of mankind :
little attentive to his private fortune,
and refufing many opportunities of increafing it,
his time and thoughts were continually employed
in endeavours to promote ‘the public happinefs,
both in this kingdom, and elfewhere ;
particularly in the colonies of North Americas
and his endeavours were many times crowned

with the defired fuccefs.
His unwearied folicitation for above feventeen years together

(which would have baflied the patience and induftry
of any man lefs zealous in doing good)
and his application to perfons of diftin@ion of both fexes,
obtained at length the Charter of the Corporation,
(bearmg date the 17th of October 1?39}
for the maintenance and education
of expofed and deflerted young children,
by which many thoufand of lives
may be preferved to the public and employed in 3 frugal

and haneft cuurfe of induftry ;
He
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was placed in the centre of the fouthern arcade
of the chapel; which having been originally
in wood, and decayed by time, has been very
recently replaced in ftone. |
The number of children zeccw{:d
Number of  into the hofpital, before the end of
children main- % :
tained, ~ the year 1752 was 1040; of which
559 were then maintained by the
hofpital, at an expence, as is ftated in the mi-
nutes of the general court of 27th June 1753,
of upwards of £.5000 a year; to which the
permanent income of the hofpital, which did
not then exceed £.1050 a year, bore no propor-
tion. A redution was therefore propofed in
the number of children: This however does
not appear to have taken place, as in the year
1754, we find that there were 600 children
then on the eftablithment. The zeal of the
atting guardians of the hofpital, and their de-
fire

He died the zgth of March 1751, in the 84th year of his age
poor in worldly eftate, rich in gfmd works :
and was buried athis own defire, in the vault underneath this chapel

(the firft there depoﬁl&d} at the ealt end thereof;
many of the governors and other gentlemen attending the funeral

to do honour to his memory,

READER,

Th}* actions will {hew whether thou art fincere,
in the pralfes thou may[’c beftow on him;

and if thou haft virtue enough to commend his virtues,
forget not to add alfo the imitation of them.
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fre of making it at that early period extenfively
ufeful, feems to have carried them rather too
far; and to bhave induced them imprudently
to rifls, by premature exertions, the permanent
welfare of the inflitotion. Mere firangers, how-
ever, cannot be fully aware of the powerful in-
ducements, which they had to extend as far as
poflible the benefits of the charity; as the
value and confequence of thofe benchts can
ouly be corretily appreciated by thofe, whe
have gerjonally affified in the execution of the
gharity.

g oi In March 1756 the governers
ﬁp?ﬁmt:aﬂ_gﬂ T | s 4 |
Padiament in  Drefented a petition to the Houfe
nh of Commons, ffating the incorpora-
tion and parliamentary confirmation of the cha-
sty ; and the manner in which the petitioners
had proceeded in execution of the truff repofed
ms them: that they had educated the children
under their care with the utmoft frugality ; and
ay fuch a manner as that they might become
ufeful fervants of the public : that they had ex-
pended great fums of meney; and at the fame
time, from the infufficiency of their income, had
been compelled, to their great concern and to
the detriment of the public, to rejett many pro-
per
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per objelts of the charity: that from the dif-
ferent accounts received from foreign countries,
where charities of the like kind are eftablithed,
it appeared that the expences of thofe eftablifh-
ments could not be maintained merely by pri-
vate donations ; and that they have therefore
conftantly had the aid of the public. Upon
thefe grounds they prayed the houfe, to take
fuch meafures for the extenfion and fupport of
the charity, as fhould be deemed wife and

proper.

The Houfe of Commons * voted the pe-
titioners the fum of £.10,000; accompanied

* The following were the previous refolutions of the
Houfe of Commons; 6 April 1756,

¢¢ That the enabling the hofpital for the maintenance
and education of expofed and deferted young children
to receive all the children that fhall be offered, is the
only method to render that charitable inftitution of
lafting and general utility.

“ That to render the faid hofpital of lafting and

general utility, the affiftance of Parliament is ne-
¢ ceffary,

(14
€
9 1

%

[ ]

¢ That to render the faid hofpital of general utility
and effect, it fhould be enabled to appoint proper
places in all counties, ridings or divifions of this

kingdom, for the reception of all expofed and defert-
ed young children,” :

™

¢
(14
4
113
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with
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with a condition for the recep-
tion of all children, that fheuld
be offered under a certain age;
an age which the corporation firft fixed at two,
then at {ix, and afterwards at twelve months.
The gates of the charity were immediately
thrown open for all the children net exceed-
ing the then propofed age of two menths;
and on the 2d of June 1756, the firft day
ef general reception, 117 : children were
received.  From that time to the 3t of
Becember 1757, five thoufand five hundred
and ten children were admitted into the
hofpital. : | |

Period of gene-
ral Reception,

-

The charity obtained the fplendid name of a
national eftablithment. The King had declared
himfelf its patron.  Large fums of money were
annually granted to the corporation; and the
number of children, of an infantine and helplefs
age, fupported by the hofpital, was, in 1760, in-
creafed tq above 6000 ; a number, which, at
the rate of £.7 10s. each, required an income
of ‘above £.45,000 a year to maintain; and
which muft have been foon trebled by the cons
tinuance of the fyftem of general récepﬂon.

The
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The magnitude of our buildings bore no
‘preportien to the increafe of our {yftem. The
corporation dire¢ted by Parliament, extended
its views to diftant counties ; and country
hofpitals were eftablithed, in the enfuing year
at Ackworth in Yorkthire ; in 1758 in Kent,
Shropthire, and Buckinghamflire ; and after-
wards-in Chefhire, and at Barnet ; with large
rolls of county governors, and county commit-

tees, for the management of thefe numerous
fubordinate eftablithments.

A charity fo boundlefs and un-
diftinguithing, and fo unneceflarily Abules in con-
. : = S TR fequence there-
varied from its original inftitution, of,
could not but be attended with il
confequences. The fcite of the hofpital was
in many inftances converted into a burying
ground ; and parental care, though perhaps it
would not have deferted an healthy or hopeful
child, carried the difcafed and expiring infant,
in fome inftance, almoft {tripped of its cloathing,
to take the chance of a change of air and fitua-
tion, and of the efforts of medical fkill and
care : and, failing thofe, to reccive the certainty
of a decent interment. So far extended was
this prattice, a practice that has done infinite
prejudice
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prejudice to the charaéter of the hofpital, that ¥
have been informed by a late refpettable and
attive governor, that there were many inftances
in which the child reccived at the gate, did
not live to be carried into the wards of the
hofpital.

There was another {pecies of abufe.~Parifl
officers, in fome inftances by fraud, and in
others by force, had fent in the children of
poor parifhioners, fome from a great diftance,
in order to fecure the parifh againft the rifk
of future charges.—The children were imme-
diately returned to their parentsj and the cri
minals, for they deferved no better name, pro-
fecuted to conviétion and punithment, at the
expence of the charity.

By the prefent pra&tice of the

Prefent mode of hofpital, fomething more than the
reception of

childien. mere neceflity of the mother and

defertion of the father is requi-

fite. The previous good charalter of the

mother is enquired into, and this important

circumftance is afcertained, that the reception

“of the child, together with the fecrecy obferved

as to the fitvation and misfortune of the mo-

ther,
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tier, will be attended by the probable conle-
quence of refforing her to a courfe of virtue,
and placing her in a proper fervice, or in fome
other way of obtaining an honeft livelihood.
By thefe precautions an evil confequence 1s pre-
veated, which, it mufl be allowed, during the
continuance of the parliamentary grants (a pe-
ziod in which the plan of the charity was en-
tirely changed) did attend the indifcriminate
admilion of children into the hofpital ;—the
inceeale of proftitution, by the extreme facility
of providing for the produce of it. But ut
the {ame time when we confider, how mauny
deferted infants were received nto the Founds
Img at this pedoed, it is impoflible not to de-
duce this fruth, that numbers of 1nfants have
peritbed in this country, beth befere and {finoe
that period, for want of the public care. And
it is more than a mere probability, that, of
the 4400 * children which (of thofe admitted
at this time) were afterwards apprenticed and

placed

s Of thefe the greater part were apprenticed to
hufbandry, or other countiy fituations. — It wersg
€ be wifhed, that more of the girls could be placed
in proper fervices in the country; efpecially if thofe

fervices could be obtained on the recommendation of
tie infpedireiles,
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placed out in the world, the greaﬁ:r number
muft have been loft in their infancy, but for
their reception into this hofpital.

The inconveniencies, which at-

e e ae tended the unmanageable magni-
tinued. tude of the eftablithment, drew
the attention of Parliament in

April 17593 when the Houfe of Commons
exprefled itfelf firongly againft the pratice of
conveying childven from diftant fituations to
the Foundling Holpital. In the next {feffion

an enquiry was inftituted, and, on the 8th of
February 1760, the Houfe of Commons re-

folved, that the general admiflion of all chil-
dren, indifcriminately, under a certain age,
into the hofpital, to be maintained there at the
public expence, had been attended with many
evil confequences, and that it be difcontinued.
The houfe, at the fame time, ordered an eftimate
of the expence of maintaining thofe already in
the hofpital, up to the 31ft of December, 1760.

The governors of the hofpital, on the next
day, came to a refolution to continue to execute
the purpofes for which they were incorporated,
fo far as they were, or fhould be enabled by

law
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law fo to do, not doubting but Parliament
would enable them to fupport all fuch children
as they had received, or fhould receive, in obe-
dience to the refolutions of Parliament.

In this confidence they were not deceived.
Tle fums which Parliament granted to them,
during the next ten years, were very confider-
able , though poflibly not adequate to the ex-
pence, to which the new fyftem had fubjeted
them. There were, at this time, above 6000
children on the eftablithment ; almoft all of
them under five years of age. Six years paffed
before the number was reduced fo low as 4300 ;
and it was not till after the year 1769 that, by
apprenticing all who could be placed out, they
were reduced below 1000.—~The average num-
ber of children, during the period of thofe ten
years, was rather above 4300 ; the current ex-
pence of which, could not, upon the whole,
be lefs than 35,000l * a year.

* The average amount of the Parliamentary grants
for the 15 years from 1756 to 1771, When they ceafed,
was £.33,C00 a year,

C The
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TR The corporation not only did
phanf, ::.ﬂtnfgld;: not abandon the infants it had re-
f;‘éf’lm’ 't ceived, but in the enfuing {pring,

and in feveral fucceeding years,
opened its gates to the orphans of * foldiers
who had fallen in the German war. The ages
of thofe admitted were from four to twelve
vears. At the fame time the court came to a
refolution that if; at any future time, an appli-
cation fhould be made for the reception of any
other children, in the fame or othet fimilar cir-
cumftances of diftrefs, the general committee
_fhould be empowered to receive fo many of
fuch children as they fhould think proper, their
ages not exceeding five years; a limitation
‘which, upon a further reception of orphans of
foldiﬁrs in July 1761, was done away, and the

~ #% The greater part of thofe admitted at this time,
had been made orphans by the battle of Minden, It is
“hardly poffible for the mind not'to recur to the fecling
and beautiful lines of Langhorne,

- ¢¢ Cold on Canadian Hills, or Minden’s plain,
‘¢ Perhaps that parent mourn’d her foldier {lain
¢¢ Bent o’er her babe, her eye diflolv’d in dew,
¢¢ The big drcps mingling with the milk he drew,
< (Gave the fad prefage of his future years,
¢¢ The child of mifery baptiz’d in tears.”

committee
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eommittee empowered to receive fuch orphan
or otherwife deferted children, whether of f{ol-
diers or failors, although the age fhould exceed
five years, the number and pﬂrtiCUlHI’ circum-
ftances of fuch children being {pecially reported
to the next general court™. "

Of fo large a number of chil-
dren, as had been admitted, it ch:.?':‘i:l;rr}z;r:mt:ll:e
could not be hoped that all general reception.
would be capable of being
placed out, as apprentices, in the world.
Some unfortunate inftances of imbecility of
body, or mind, were to be expetted.—~They
ftill remain in the hofpital, as comfortahle
and ufeful as their capacities will allow.—
Befides this, the magnitude of the fcale and
fyftem of the eftablithment, during the period
of the parliamentary grants, notwithftanding
all the economy fince adopted, has entailed
a confiderable expence on the charity: and,
what has been feverely felt, the fource of
private donations was greatl;;r impaired in con-
C 2 fﬂquepcc

* See the Miputes of the General Court, 14th May,
. 1760, 1ft July, 1761, 30th Dec. 1761, and zoth March
1763. AR |
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fequence of parliamentary interference.—We
muft not therefore wonder that, for a feries of

vears, it thould have fuffered a diminution of
income and property; and fhould have been
generally, though unfairly, afperfed for that
wafte of capital, which, without driving from
its walls a number of helplefs objeéts, could
not have been prevented.—The affertion of
ceneral abufes, in the management of a pub-
lic truft, 1s made with eafe; but not repelled
without trouble and detail, even if the public
attention. can be drawn to it; and I am forry
to add, is very willingly advanced, or credited,
by many, who too eafily admit private motives
to influence the conduct of public concerns.

“"The governors, without giving
up the original object of their in-
ftitution, adopted and purfued a
fteady and regular plan of * economy; and

as

Redu@ion of
eitablifhment,

% It was probably one of the confequences of this
fyftem of economy, that a cuftom has ceafed, (which
had prevailed and had been authorized by one of the
regulations of the hofpital) of making a prefent to the
“children of the hofpital, at the expiration of their ap-
prenticefhip, in cafe of teftimonials of good behaviour,

This praftice might be renewed with very good ef-
fect
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as foon as it was prallicable, apprenticed out
the children, and difcontinued and difpofed
of the country hofpitals ; reducing their efta-
blithment, as far as could be done, to what
their permanent and contingent income was
adequate to. Indeed it is impofhble to refer
to the minutes of the general courts, or of
their committees, during this or any periods of
the hiftory of the corporation, without feeling
how providentially the fucceflion of beneyolent
care and attention, has been, in every part of
that hiftory, direfted to the eflential objetts of
the charity.

In addition to a general plan of
retrenchment and economy, the ztll‘:‘h:{'lﬁgggli“ﬁ
attention of the governors was, at eftate, in 1764.
this time, firlt direfted to the
improvement of revenue, which the corporation
might derive from granting building leafes,
of fuch part of the eftate purchafed of Lord
Salifbury, as was not wanted for the imme-

diate

fe&t on the morals and condué of the children ; and

the public appearance in the chapel, of thofe who had

diftinguifhed themfelves by their good behaviour, might

:perate as an incentive and example to the other chil-
en,
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diate accommodationn of the hoefpital 5 and, in
June 1764, the land in the fouth front of the
hofpital was advertifed to be let on a building
léafe. Fot want, however; of proper arrange-
rhents; the Meafure Was thea unfuccefsful : and
nothing further appears to have beén "done
until May 17753 when a refolution was
paffed, that thé genéral committee fhould be
épowered to reéceive propofals, treat and
agree, for letting on one or more building
leafes, for any term not exceeding ninety-nine
yeats, the land on the fouth fide of the private
road leading into Gray’s-inn-lane. |

. This refolution, however, was
i‘fpﬁfgf“ foon after refcinded ; and the fur-
ther confideration of the fcheme

of building was poftponed till the leafes of
the Rugby charity were expired, or near ex-
piring ; or the treaty, of exchanging ground
with that Truft, could be fettled. on this ac-.
count the improvement of the hofpital eftate
was deferred for fome years; at leaft no gene-
ral fyftem was adopted: the few leafes gﬂnted :
before 1789 (th& whole rents referved on which
amounted only to 81/ 3s5.) being rather to be
conﬁdcrcd as matters of perfonal accommoda-
tion
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tion to individuals, than as part of a general
plan of increafing the fundsof the charity.—
When, however, the period of maturity for the
agreement with the Rugby truft arrived, it ap-
peared that no arrangement could be made
with that rival property: and, in May 1780,
the confideration of any exchange of land
with that charity, was after a reference to a
_fpecial' committee, iﬂﬂﬂﬁﬂitﬂ]}’ poftponed,

The increafe of the income,
‘;iriﬁng from the chapel, was an Increafe of reve-

. : . nue from the
object of the next importance in chapef,
point of revenue; and in this the
charity was more early in its fuccefs. The
general committee, in order to enfure a main-
tenance to a blind boy of the hofpital, had in
1758 been induced to give diretions for his
being regularly inftrutted i mulfic, at the ex
pence of the charity: a fimilar order was made
In 1768, and again in 1771; and the feeds
of benevolence in thefe, as in moft inftances,
have been returned with tenfold produce into
the bofom of the charity; for the three per-
fons fo * inftruéted have lived to contribute

AET A T nd CmAS Yory
¥ The orders for the inftrution of thefe tﬁrée. per=

fons are fubjoined, with a view of reminding the con-
| - ductors
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very abundantly, and with credit and advan-
tage to themlfelyes, to the funds on which
| theiy

dultors of the charity, how honourably this example
of benevolence has been repaid by the gratitude and fer-
vices of the objelts of that benevolence ; and how pro-

per it will be that thefe orders fhould be occafionally
adopted as precedents,

““ General Committee, 28th March, 1758.

¢ Refolved, That Tom Grenville, a boy of this
¢ hofpital who is blind, be taught mufic by the
“ affiftant to the otganift of the chapel of this hof-
s« pital, at the price of two guineas per quarter, for
mﬁru&mg him four times a week for the firft

quarter, and threc times a2 week for the two next
€¢ quarters,

L 11
L 4

[ .

¢ 13th May, 1760.
¢ Mr. White acquaints the committee, that the
perfon who was appointed to teach the blind boy,
ufed him with great feverity, and negleted inftruct-
“ ing him; and prapofed Mr. Cook fhould be ap-
¢¢ pointed to teach him in his place,

¢t Refolved,
¢« That the Treafurer be defired to agree with the
¢¢ faid Mr, Cook on the beft terms he can.

(11

L]

«¢ 38th Nov. 1967,

« Read a letter from Mr. Mynd to Lady Sophia
¢t Egerton, together with a copy of an agreement of
¢¢ the parifhioners of Rofs in Herefordfhire, purport-

AT ke 6 4 1 o | 45 ing
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their comfort and il’ldEl)EﬂdE:nCE, and moft pro-
bably their exiftence, have depended. The at-
tention of the governors to the management of
the chapel, and to the infiruction of the children
in facred mufic, has, from that time, been at-
tended with great emolument to the charity.
From the annual {fum of 37/. 145, 14. the whole
receipt from the chapel in 1766, it had in 1776

¢ ing that the faid parithioners had agreed to employ
¢ Tom Grenville, who has been employed as an af-
¢¢ fiftant ﬂrganli’c in the chapel of this hofpital, al-

¢¢ lowing him 2s5l. a year for his fervice as organift
¢ of thefaid parifth of Rofs.

¢ Refolved,

¢ That the thanks of this committee be given to
¢¢ Lady Sophia Egerton, for her protetion and the
¢ fervice done to the faid Tom Grenville, and that he
¢¢ fhall be difpatched in a fortnight or three weeks,

¢ joth Feb. 1768.
¢¢ Refolved,
¢¢ That Mr. Cook, the organift, be employed to
6 teach the blind bny, John Printer, mufic, at the

¢¢ f{alary of 12l. 125, per annum, to commence from
¢¢ Chriftmas laft,

¢¢ 16th of O&ober 1771,

¢¢ Ordered,

¢ That Mr. Philpot, the organift, do teach the
g blind girl, Blanch Thetford, mufic.”

increafed
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increafed to 340/ 155. 3d. in 1786 to 881/ 4.
1d. and in the Iaft year (1795) to 159474 1s. 34.
t6 which, by the united labour and attention of
fome of the governors, a confiderable addition
is expetted ftill to be made.

The general committee had, in
1771, made an arrangement for
the reduétion of the fervants of the
hofpital; and, in February 1773, the general
court appointed a fpecial committee, to confider
as to any pratticable diminution of the expences
of the hofpital. The committee reported that
any further redulion in the number of officers
in the hofpital (who were then fix in number,
the fecretary, fteward, apothecary, matron, clerk,
and fchoolmafter) could not be made, unlefs
by a confolidation of the funtions of any two
officers ; a meafure which the general court did
not then approve, but the trial of which was
afterwards made in 1780, by uniting the ap-
pointment of clerk and fteward in the perfon
of Mr. Biggs. The confolidation was then of
very fhort continuance. Since that time, how-
ever, the union of the two offices of {ecretary
and fteward has been made, and continues
without any inconvenience, in the perfon of

Mr.

Reduftion of
expences.
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]Mr Merrvweather*. The number of fervants in
the hﬂfi'}ii-a! had becn reduced from fifty to thirty-
fwo; in which number were included (that
which is common to all public eftablifhments)
fome aged perfons, who having fpent their beft
days in the laborious work' of the houfe, re-
mained there as an afylum ; and (what is pecu-
liar to the Foundling) feveral of thofe unfortu-
nate perfons, who had been taken in during
the period of general reception, and who, by
reafon of mental or bodily defefts, were inca-
pable of being placed out in the world; and
could therefore render but a very imperfett fer-
vice in the hofpital. This part of the eftablifh-
ment, and the expence of the kitchen garden,
it was apprehended, could not be leflfened ¥.

To

* Upon his death, in the beginning of March 1799,
. a further redution has been made in the fecretary’s
falary, and in the appointment of the clerk ; for which
laft duty only occafional affiftance is now engaged,
without refidence or board in the houfe. A fimilar
arrangement had been made upon the late apothecary’s
refignation, in November 1797. The faving in the
three appointments is about 100l. a year to the charity,
+ Since the publication of the 1ft edition of this ace
count, a kitchen has been fitted up at the Foundling
Hofpital, upon the plan, and under the dire&ion, of
Count Rumford, It has now been in conftant and :
daily
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To diminifh the charge of repairs, it wasthought
proper to employ a regular furveyor; and the
medicinal fervice of the hofpital was referred to
future confideration.

2 The objeét of thefe fheets is to
ir:f;i;;i prefent a detail, poffefling probably
no other intereft than what it derives

from the {ubjelt, of the meafures which have,
at different periods, either been adopted or re-
jected by the founders and friends of the cha-
rity ; and to remind the governors of the necef-

daily ufe for three years; and, the direclion, with regard
2o the quantity of fuel having been firictly adbered to, it has
been found to anfwer very completely, 'The {aving in coals
to the charity has been 25 chaldron 2 year. ‘T'wo cooks
were employed before, and in very warm fervice ; there
is now only one, and (the firft inftru&ion properly at-

tended to) fhe finds it an eafy duty. The iron work re-
quires Dccaﬁﬂnall}r fome repair; but not fo much as the
old kitchen did, or fo much as would be required by any
common k:tchen, from whence 250 perfons were to be
fupplied with their daily food, During the prefent warm
weather, the flues retain the heat fo well, that half a
peck of coals, with cinders, is as much as is now ufed
for either the boiler or roafter, In winter it amounts to
about a peck of coals, of the inferior and fmaller fort,
that will not burn in common fires.

19 June, 1799.
ity
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fity of frequently recurring to firft principles,
and of corretting, with temper and attention,
the defelts and abufes which will attend the -
progrefs of every human eftablifhment. A
work of this kind, if prepared with any degree
of induftry, muft have the merit of collefting
together, for the convenience of the prefent
and future guardians of the hofpital, a confi-
derable part of the experience and information
of their predeceflors. In this view many things,
in themfelves trifling, acquire an intereft from
fituation and confequences.—Mufic had been
a fource of very confiderable benefit to the cha-
rity; and, by the benevolence of Mr. Handel,
very large fums had been added to the funds of
the corporation. In July 1774, Dotor Burney
and Mr. Giardini prefented to the general court
a plan for eftablithing a public mufic-fchool at
the hofpital; a plan which promifed confider-
able, though no immediate, advantage to the
charity. The propofal was accepted; a fub.
fcription roll opened for donations, and a {pecial
committee appointed to arrange and execute
"the meafure. An adjourned court, }mz}'ever,
was held that day fortnight, and the claufe in
the att of parliament read, authorizing the
corporation to detain and employ the children

in
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m any fort of /Jabour or manufaciure; and it ap-
pearing to the general court, that mufic was not
either a labour or manufacture, the plan was *
rejefted, as not warranted by the alt of par-
Lhament,

Regulations s The infirmary of the hofpital

to the health of . . e
s It onherl had, by a refolution of June 1755,

1799 been diretted to be placed in the
weftern wing, at the fouth end of the upper
floor. By {ubfequent refolutions different fitua-
tions were appointed for it; and as 1s ufual
where there are ‘various meafures and various
direftions, without any fixed or particular at-
tention to the fubject, it had at length funk

® This may be a proper fubje&t for reconfideration.
The fcheme, as then offcred, feems to have been chiefly
exceptionable, becaufe the projectors extended it too far,
How far, cannot now be precifely ftated, as the plan
was returned to the projectors, and no copy kept,—A
mufical fchool within the hofpital, for. the childien in-
capable of any other means of livelihood, might, under
roper limitations, prove a benefit to the funds of the
Eufpital, and a fource of ineftimable charity ; by giving
comfort and independence to any of the hofpital children,
wholfe fight may fail, and in fome cafes to children de-
privad of fight, the peculiarity of whofe diftrefs (like
that of the blind orphan very lately admitted) may in-
- title them to the protetion of the charity,

into
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into a low damp confined building, near the
hofpital gate; deflitute of convenience; inca-
pable of feparate accommodation for the fexes;
and bidding defiance to medical {kill, to reftore
the inhabitants to the free air and healthy apart-
ments of the hofpital.—Hopelefs labour is gene-
rally void of exertion.—In the prefent inftance,
the unfavourable fituation of the infirmary {feems
to have produced an extraordinary efteét of in-
attention and want of cleanlinefs in thofe who
had the care of it; and this, and the other evils
attending the {fcite of the infirmary; being in<
creafed by two epidemical diforders in Decem-
‘ber 1789, the quarterly court referred the whole
to the inveftigation of the general committee ;
the refult of which was a fyftematic regulation
as to the cleanlinefs, management, and diet of
the children; which has been fince very well
obferved :—the eftablifhment of a regular vifita-
tion of the hofpital; and the reftoration of the
infirmary to its originally intended fcite; =z
change which has operated as a charm on the
fick Iift of the hofpital, and reduced it to half
of its former average.

; The great objett of €NQUITING Recore a6 to the
into the mcome and expenditure of finances in

the hofpital, from the time of the '79°

$aft parliamentary grant, was at the fame time
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referred to a fpecial committee of five govern-
ors; who in June 1790, prefented their report
on the fubjelt to the general court; and orders
were made, in confequence, to bring the exe
penditure within the income of the hofpital.

Plan of build-  To the plan of re-eftablithing the
i finances, and perpetuating the funds
of the charity, by granting building leafes, ob-
jeftions had always been made, which, for a
feries of years, had prevented the improvement
of the hofpital eftate.—The original price of
that eftate, containing fifty-fix acres of land,
purchafed of the Earl of Salifbury in 1740, after
allowing for his benevolence of 500/. amounted
to 6500/, Of that land, nearly ten acres had
been occupied by the fcite and conveniences of
the hofpital; the addition of as much more, in
the areas of the {quares and fpaces immediately
furrounding the hofpital, is the leaft quantity
that has ever been propofed to be left uncovered
by buildings: fo that the hofpital, in any event,
was to ftand in the centre of twenty acres of
ground. From the remaining thirty-fix acres,
the zeal and fanguine hopes of fome of the go-
vernors had induced them to expett to fecure
to the charity an annual income, not much in-

ferior
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ferior to the original price of the fee fimple of
the whole eftate. Reafons, however, had al-
ways occurred to prevent the charity receiving
the benefit of this addition to its funds; reafons,
which tho they would not have influenced
for a moment the concerns of an individual,
were neverthelefs faid to be intitled to weight
with the guardians of a public truft ; and which,
for a fucceflion of years, continued to have the
effect of deferring the improvement of the cor-
poration eftate. However, in May 1785, the
governors being alarmed by the circumftance of
the expenfes of the hofpital having for fome
time exceeded the income, a committee of en-
quiry was appointed; and, in March 1786,
after a paufe of above ten years, the confidera-
tion of the improvement of their eftate was re-
fumed ; and a fpecial committee direéted to make
a furvey of the ground belonging to the corpo-
ration, and to recommend fome plan of build-
ing thereon to the general court. In March
1787, the general committee was empowered
to receive propofals, for taking any part of the
hofpital land on building leafes: a power that
was recalled by the next court; which refolved,
that “ to ereft any building on the lands be-
“ longing to the hofpital, on which no buildings

D “ were
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“ were then erefled, by which a free and open
“ circulation of air was then enjoyed by the
< children of the hofpital, would be detrimental
“ to their health, and contrary to the original
“ inititution of the charity.”

The authors of this refolution feem to have
prefumed, that an original intention of ufing, or
not ufing, brick and mortar, had made part of
the  fundamental conftitution of the charity;
and, in the centre of a dry and elevated fitua-
tion of twenty acres of ground, frembled for
the ngxious influence of confined air on the
health of the children. The refolution, how-
ever, met the fate it deferved. It was refcinded
at the next mceting; and, in December 1787,
. it was. refolved that fuch part of the eftate, as
- Jaid fouth of, and adjoining to, the road leading
from the gates of the hoipital to Gray’s-Inn-
1ane, fhiould be let on building leafes: and the
general committee was defired to advertife the
fame; and to la} all propefals, which they
fhould receive re}at:nrr thereto, before the next
-ca'urt —This was confirmed in March 1788:

-~ -and the ground of the hofpital was then or-

--dered to be advertifed generally, to be let on

building leafes, and the moft fpeedy and eflec-
tual
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tual meafures to be taken, for letting the
fame. ' '

In April 1789, with a view of proceeding to
build on the weftern part of the eftate, a {pecial
committee was appointed to wait on the Duke
of Bedford, and to requeft his afliftance, in
promoting the intereft of the charity, in their
building plan, by permitting openings into his
private road. To this, no favourable anfwer be-
ing obtained, the general committce was, in
December 1789, defired to proceed, with all
poffible difpatch, in caufing the eaftern part of
the hofpital land to be ftaked out; and was
empowered to treat with any perfons who fhould

be inclined to take any part of the ground on
building leafes.

The experience of fifteen years Building com-
had fhewn the impraéticability of :;“i":“f}’;"_“
executing this plan of improving :
the funds of the charity, whilit a meafure,
complicated and difficult in itfelf, and re-
quiring a fixed and continued attention, was
to be carried into effe¢t by a numerous and
fluctuating body. It was therefore found ne-
ceffary, to intruft the conduét of it to a feleét
committee of five perfons; to whom, in June

D2 1790
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1790, it was referred, to take fuch fteps as
fhould appear neceflary, for carrying into exe-
cution the refolutions of the corporation, for
letting the land adjoining to the hofpital on
building leafes ; and to report their proceedings
to the next Chriftmas Court.

The building committee, with the aid of
Mr. Cockerell, prepared a general and very
full report on the fubjet; and (in cafe of the
fuccefs of the meafure) ftated the probable ac-
ceffion of ground rents at the annual fum of
at leaft 4000/~ What has been fince let a-
mounts to 2008/ 14s. 4d4. a year, making,
with the 81/ 3s. before let, the net rental of

2089/, 17s. 4d.—If the other part of the land
can be as fuccefsfully difpofed of, the whole

will produce a clear ground rent of above 4000/
-a vear.

At a fpecial court, held on the 26th of
January 1791, a plan, prepared by Mr. Merry-
weather, the Secretary of the hofpital, and
poflefling confiderable merit, was adopted for
the propofed buildings; in which the opening
of Queen{quare, tho with fome diminu-
tion in the amount of the expefted ground

' rents,
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rents, was propofed to be continued of the
{fame width over the eftate; a benefit which,
after every effort of perfuafion, the proprietors
of that {quare * have declined to accept.

In June 1791 the building com- The plan of
. : building  fuce
mittee made their firft report of any (e.q..

land let by them. The progrefs, fince that time,
has been regular and continued. In December
1794, they had the fatisfattion of reporting to
the court the fuccefs of their treaty with the
Duke of Bedford, for four openings into his
road at the north end of Southampton-row.
The confirmation of this agreement was carried
only by a {mall majority. Its effeét was wholly
to remove the chief objection to building on

* The refufal of the ground landlord of Queen-
fquare, to confent to the union of that fquare with
the Foundling eftate, was reported to the general
court in March 179t. The defire, however, of con-
tinuing the opening of Queen-fquare was not given
up till December 1793; when an advantageous pro-
pofal being made for the ground lying north of
Queen- fquare, and a meeting of the inhabitants of the
fquare, in confequence of a meﬂ"age from the building
committee, having produced no alteration of opinion
or inclination on the fubjet, the ground was at length
let to Mr, Burton, on a plan as favourable as we!l :
could be, to the adpmmg {quare,

D3 the
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the hofpital eftate:—its poffefling no thorough-
fare, nor any immediate communication with
the weftern part of the town.

Of the ground rents of the land already let,
amounting to 2089/. 17s. 4d. there is already
(befides the rent now received for brick earth
and gravel, which has been from 600/ to 800/.
a yecar) the annual amount of 976/ 4s. 104. in
a courfe of aftual receipt; and the remaining
11134:’ 12s. 6d. will commence, according to the
ufual allowances on building leafes, part of it
(294/. 17s. 6d.) before the end of the prefent
year, and the reft in the courfe of the five next
years.—To this increafe of rental it is no in-
confiderable addition, that the obftacles, to the
further progrefs of improvement, are now re-
moved: and that the expences, attending the
meafure, are nearly, if not entirely, defrayed by
the rents and profits already received. wme—

Reception °f The opening the gates of the hofpital

Eﬁfg: .og fo the orphan and neceflitous children
{ailors in of foldiers and failors, is a meafure
1794 not unprecedented in the hiftory of

the ch_aritj} ; but, tho the general court ex-
ercifed a difcretion of admitting them even to
the
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the age of twelve years, yet, by a réfolution of
the 1t of July 1761, the committee was re-
firi¢ted from  receiving any fuch child above
the age of five years; except, as it was foon
after maodified, in particular cafes, which the:

committee fhould think fit to make the fubjeft
of a fpecial report.

In January 1794, a court was fummoned for
the confideration of this fubjeft; and it was re-
folved, that ¢ admitting into the hofpital the
“ expofed and neceflitous children of foldiers
¢ and feamen, who are, have been, or fhail
“ be, employed in the {ervice of their country,
“ during the prefent war, will be produélive
“ of confiderable advantages to the public;
“ by holding out an ‘encouragement to the
¢ brave and meritorious fubjeéts engaged in.
¢ the public fervice, and fecuring an objeét of
¢ great importance to the community at all
¢ times, but particularly at prefent ; viz. the
¢ preferving the lives of, and tmining up in
¢ the habits of induftry, virtue, and religion,
¢ infants in the inferior clafles of fociety.”—
And the general committee was authorized to
admit as many fuch children, not exceeding five
years of age, as “ the funds of the charity,

| ¢ together
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“ together with any additional aids that may
“ be furnifhed by the liberality of the public,
¢ will enable them to maintain, confiftent with
““a proper degree of attention to the other
“ deferving objelts of the charity.”

_ It were much to be wifhed,
E};r:r:-?_tmm that this wife and benevolent re-
| folution could be carried to a
greater extent, and with more effeét, than it
has yet been; and that a part of the benefit
of the increafing funds of the hofpital (fo far
as may be done without injuftice to other ob-
jeéts) fhould be permanently fixed, as the pe-
culiar right of the children of the defenders
of their countrv: For, exclufive of national and
general views, and whether the merit or the ne-
ceffity of the cafe is to be the fubjett of con-
fideration, no child can have a better title to
admittance into a national eftablifhment.—It is
the obfervation of a very eminent political writer,
Dr. Adam Smith, when he is {peaking of fol-
diers marriages, that ¢ fo far from recruiting
¢ their regiment, they have never been able te
« fupply it with drums and fifes, from all the
« {oldiers children that were born in it. A
¢ greater number of fine children, however,
6 13
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“ is feldom feen any where than about a bar-
“rack of foldiers. Very few of them, it

“ {feems, arrive at the age of thirteen or four-
f teen.”

There is certainly no general fituation, in
which human nature has, in the early period of
life, a more fevere and unequal conteft for pre-
{fervation.— But there is another benefit of our
charity, to a participation of which the fituation
of afoldier’s child gives it the ftrongeft claim ; —
the advantages of a virtuous and religious edu-
cation. For, pafs the age of infancy ;== fup-
pofe a conteft for exiftence, at firft apparently
hopelefs, to be finally determined in favour of
the child :—this nurfling of the camp can have
little or no advantage of example or inftruétion ;
but is unfortunate]y contaminated by the vices
of a foldier, before he is capable of his virtues.
Whether, therefore, the merit and fityation of the
Jfrarent, or the Aopes and welfare of the child,
are to be confidered, it appears to me that in-
fants of foldiers, whofe parents are in the ac-
-tual fervice of their country, have, of all claims,
one of the ftrongeft, to admittance into the
Foundling Hofpital ;—the parent retaining, as
in other cafes, the power of reclaiming the child,

| whenever,
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whenever, on sccount of the termination of the
war, of fuccefs and advancement in life, or any
other circumftance, he fhall be defirous and
capable of maintaining it.

What has been faid is applied merely to in-
fants, whefe parents are Aving in- the fervice of
théwr country. But for the child whefe father
—or perhaps bath his parents have perified ire
the fic!d ;—his fettlement and conneétions dif-
tant or unknown ;—where can the poar orphans
Took for prefervation and inftruftion, but to
fome national eftablifiment, like the Fonndiing
Hofpital 2 If this is not an ExrosEpr anDp
PESERTED €HILD, intitled by its own 4ifref,
and its father’s fervices, to the pecuhar pretec-
gion of its country, it fhould feem that no fuch
eafe can exift. '

I am aware, that it may be objefted, that
fome of thefe children may not come precifely
within the {cope of the inftitution; and that the
funds of the charity are not adequate to all the
objeéts of this clafs, that might offer in addi-
tion to thofe, which are the fubjetls of ordinary
velief. Thefe, however, are only objettions to
its being extended to a degree commenfurate

with
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with our withes ; and the reply is, that, if the
whole cannot be done, let it be done 1n part;
and let a portion of that income, which we
have been labouring to increafe, be appro-
priated to fo excellent a purpofe. If, in aid
of our prefent endeavours, the public or indi-
vidual benevolence comes forward, and the di-
rectors of any other fund, formed for fimilar
purpofes, fhall think proper to lend their af-
{iftance, the fyftem may very foon be extended,
as far as will be neceffary.

The Dbjeé} of the foregoing detail will be an-

{wered, if it contribute in any degree to the bet-
ter management of the charity,—to the fyfte-

matic improvement of its funds,—and to a wife
and pralticable economy in the application of
them ; fo as to make them a benefit both to the
nation, and to the individuals of which it is
compofed.—In this labour let the ﬁfenuoﬁs ex-
ertions of every one be united ; and the bluﬁing
of him that was ready to pcnﬂ], fhall come
upon them.

Foundling, 26 Marck 1796,
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SUPPLEMENT.

Progrefs ~ of HE progrefs of the buildings,
N on which was placed the
chief dependence for the reftoration of the
finances of the hofpital, has been unavoidably
retarded by the war. But tho’ retarded, it has
not, as upon other eftates, been materially ob-
ftructed, or entirely fufpended. Handfome edi-
fices, and a refpetable neighbourhood, have beens
gradually formed on the Foundling eftate, in
defpight of the dlfadvantawes refulting from
the prefent fituation of this country, and of all
Europe. The {pirit and the refources of the
builders, and partlcularly of ane aftive and intel-
Tigent perﬁm more deeply engaged in the undcr—-
takmg, have contributed to the fuccefs of the
work : and their exertions have been encouraged
and promﬂted by every affiftance and attention on

the part of the governors, who have fu]]}r fe]_t
how much the eflential interefts of the charity

are conneéted with the welfare of the builders.
The advantawes and cligibility of the fituation

are now fo well known, and the charaéter of
the
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the buildings fo well eftablithed, that little doubt
can be entertained of the complete. fuccefs of
the plan, to the extent ftated in December

1790, in the firft report of the building com-
mittee,

e B The gradual reftoration of the
ncreafe in the ;
aumber of chil- finances of the hofpital, and the
dren, late increafe of benefations and
fegacies, have enabled the governors to re-
- place ftock which they had been compelled to
fell for the maintenance of the children, to fet
about that general and thorough repair of the
hofpital, which it had long wanted, to liquidate
‘their outflanding debts, and at the fame time
gradually to increafe the eftablifhment of their
children, with a profpett of a further augmen-
tation. In March laft (1799) at the general
court they gave notice, that the funds of the
charity were fo far in a ftate of improvement,
as to enable them to make a further increafe
in their number of children; and that they
were defirous of extending its benefits to as
many helplefs and deferving objeéts, as its pre-
fent funds, or any future increafe, would enable
them. They therefore diretted the general
committee to report, in future, to every quar-
terly
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terly court, how far the benefaétions and lega-
cies given to the Foundling Hofpital, and the
progreflive increafe of the building rents on the
hofpital eftate, will juftify an extenfion of the
benefits of this charity, to a greater number of
helplefs and deferving perfons. And (in order
to open the doors equally and impartially to all
proper objects) the general court dire¢ted that
public notice be given, that there are, at pre-
fent, vacancies for feveral children, to be ad-
mitted into the Foundling Hofpital ;—that the
ordinary age of reception (except in very par-
ticular cafes) is within twelve months from the
birth ; that, in order to the reception of the child,
the previous good character and the prefent ne-
ceflity of the mother, and the defertion of the
father, muft be enquired into; and alfo, whether
the reception of the child, together with the
fecrecy obferved as to the misfortune of the
mother, will be attended with the confequence
of her being replaced in a courfe of virtue,
and in a way of obtaining an honeftlivelthood ;—
that, where thele concurrent circumftances can
be afcertained on the teftimony of credible
perfons, the unfortunate mother 1s requefied
to apply herfelf, with her own petition; and to
-be afiured that both recommendation and patron-
age
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age will be unnecellary and ufelels. —It was at
- at the {fame time notified, that the general com-
mittee continued to fit for examination of peti-
tiens for admuffion of children every Wedned-
day morning, precifely at ten o’clock.

| | - The monthly reception for <hil-
Moleot - dren at the Foundling Hofpital in

' London 1s on Saturday at noong
fhe circumftances of cach cafe having been -
veltigated and afcertained during the preceding
month, and wet-nurfes fent up by the in{pectors
in the country for each of the children to be
#dmitted. The age of admittance is, generally,
within fix weeks from the birth: and, uniefs i
fome very few cafes of peculiar diftrefs, is h-
mited by the rules of the charity to twelye
monihs.

i - “Thechildren are publicly chrifiened
are of the ; :
children 2¢ M€ mext day, i the Foundling
nurfe. chapel, during the Sunday evening
fervice ; and on Monday morning they are con-
veyed under the care of their nurfes, to their
refpetlive cottages, in the neighbourhood of the
infpeflors, about 20 or 30 miles from Londoen.
Care is taken that no nurfe fhall have more
than
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than one wet-nurfe child at a time ; and in cafe
of the death of a child, the nurfe, by the re-
gulations of the charity, is not to be intrufted
with another child; unlefs, upon enquiry as to
the attention fhe has paid it, the circumftances
appear to be wery favorable to her. The nurfe
1s allowed three fhillings a Wéek; and, if the
child 1s living at the end of the firft year, fhe is
intitled to a reward of ten fhillings. The mor-
tality among the children at nurfe is very fmall*,
compared with that of infants in almoft any
other fituation of life,

The children, till about four years of age,
continue with their nurfes, in their cottages;
under the daily obfervance and controul of the
infpettor, in whofe neighbourhood they live,
and from whom they receive their weekly al-

% It appears, by reference to the books of the hofpital,
that there has been fince the end of the year 1970, the
number of 1684 children received into the hofpital, of
whom 482 children died under the age of twe!ve months,
being rather more than the proportion of one in four.
The prefent management and care of the children is
more fuccefsful; the average of thofe who have died
under twelve months in the preceding ten years, being
only one in fix; and, for the laft four or five years, even
lefs than that proportion.

lowance;
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Iowance ; and {ubjeét to frequent vifits by per-
fons fent down occalionally, and without notice,
by the general committee of the hofpital. A
written report is made by fuch vifitor of the
ftate of health and condition of each particular
child by name ; which report is read at the com-
mittee, and regularly filed among the papers of
the charity.

At the age of four years the chil- Employment

. of the children.

dren are returned to the hofpital.
They are then (if not fooner) inoculated, and
placed in the {chools; where they are gradually
accuftomed to regular and early habits of order
and attention; the leffer children being occa-
fionally let out to play, during the {chool hours.
They rife at fix o’clock in fummer, and at day-
light in winter ; part of them being employed
before breakfaft in drefling the little children, in
cleaning about the houfe, and the boys in worke
ing a forcing pump, which fupplies all the wards,
and every part of the hofpital, abundantly with
water. At half paft feven they breakfaft, and
at half after eight go into {chool, where they
continue, the boys till twelve, and the girls a
little later. At one o’clock they dine; and re-
turn to {chool at two, and ftay there till five in
E {fummer,
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fummer, and in winter till dufk; except om
Saturdays, when they have a half holiday.
They are alfo inftructed in finging the Found-
ling hymns and anthems, and in their catechifm;
and are occafionally employed in and about the
houfe during play hours.—At fix o'clock in the
evening they {fup, and at eight go to bed.

With regard to the employment of the boys,
the little ones knit the ftockings that are wanted
for the children in the houfe : the elder beys, in
their turns, work in the garden, and afliit as
fervants in their own (the weftern) wing, and
in working the pump, and cleaning the court-
vard and chapel. They are all taught, and
make a proficiency in, reading, writing, and
accounts. Different occupations and manufac-
tures for the boys have been, at times, intro-
duced into the hofpital. The laft that has been
tried with much effeét and continuance, has been
the fpinning of worfted yarn. It was however
attended with this inconvenience, that the boys
who had been fo employed, were not {o much
in requeft as apprentices, and were not placed
out fo fpeedily, or {o well, as thofe whofe writ-
ing; reading, and accounts had been more at-
tended to, and who had been occafionally em-
ployed about the houfe and garden. It fhould

be
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explained, that no apprentice fee is given with
the children, and that the fituation, in which
the boys are very frequently placed, is with
London fhop-keepers ; to whom their being
able to write and keep accounts, is of confider-
able importance: and it may be ftated, as a ge-
neral pofition, that  youth being the {chool for
“ life,” that is the beft occupation for young
perfons, which fits them moft completely and
effeCtually for their future duties in fociety ; no
profit being in general to be made from the la-
bours of children before 12 or 13 years of age,
which can ‘compenfate for their being lefs
adapted at that period, and during their future
life, for ufeful and ative employment in the
fituation for which they are intended.—The
idea of manufactures for the occupation of the
boys * has been, after fome experience and con-
fideration, given up at the Foundling.

# Thefe obfervations do not apply to the fituation of
parifh children in manufaéturing towns; for there, ma-
nufacture is the general object of their deftination,—
But, as to country parithes, it is much to be withed,
that thofe who zare anxious to introduce manu-
factures into all country poor houfes, would confider
how far that kind of domeftic employment may unfit
them for bufbandry, the great amd neceflary occupation
for which they fhould be prepared,

E 2 The
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The boys and girls are kept entirely {feparate.
—The girls are divided into three claffes, un-
der the care of three different miftrefles, by
whom they are ‘inftru¢ted in needlework and
reading. The elder girls are alfo employed in
houfehold work, and affit as f{ervants in the
kitchen, laundry, and other rooms in the eaftern
wing of the hofpital. There is a confiderable
quantity of needlework taken in, and done for
hire, at the holpital; befides all the linen and
female aitire of the children, whether in the
houfe, or at nurfe. The average annual pro-
duce of the girls work (as near as can be efti-
mated) is 12/. each, from eleven to fourteen
years Dfage; and that of the little girls from the
age of feven to eleven years, 2/. 13s. for each
girl. Under the age of feven years, little or
10 yalue can be fet upon their work,

At 12 or 13 years of age, the
How the chil- s *
dren are placed boys are put out apprentices *,
e, = and at 14 years the girls; whofe

apprenticefhip

# With regard to the proportion of thofe received, to
thofe actually apprenticed, it appears, by reference to
the books, that there has been fince the end of the year
1770, the number of 1666 received into the hoipital,
and gbs children apprenticed out to different trades and
{ervices ; befides thofe who, on account of imbecility of

| : mind
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apprenticefhip is fometimes delayed by the
oreater difficulty, that attends the procuring
for their {fex proper and unexceptionable {er-
vices in London. = The applications for appren-
tices always exceed the number of children to
be apprenticed, notwithftanding feveral reftric-
tive regulations adopted by the corporation with
regard to placing them out. No child is ap-
prenticed except to an houfekeeper; a very
ftri&t enquiry being previoufly made as to fitua-
tion and charater. No girl is apprenticed to
an unmarried man, nor to a married man, un-
lefs the wife has feen the girl, and has exprefled
her concurrence in the application. Except in
a few very particular cafes, the girls are never
apprenticed to any family that lets lodgings,
nor unlefs there 1s an eftablifhed fervant regu-
larly engaged in the houfe,

During the time of apprenticefhip the chil-
dren are attended to, and frequently viﬁteci;
the girls by the matron, and the boys by the
~{choolmafter. The general committee is always
ready to interfere in matters between the ap-
prentice and the mafter or miftrefs; their duty
as guardians not being confidered as difcharged,

mind or body, have been retained or employed in the
houle, 21 Feb, 1797. |

untid
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until after the termination of the apprenticethip
at the age of twenty-one years. The laft general
enquiry and report * of the fituation and beha-

viour

* The following is a copy of the report.— The trea-
furer reported, that (with the afliftance of Mr. Atchifon,
the fchoolmafter, and alfo of Mrs., Johnfon, the ma-
tron) he had endeavoured to obtain correct information,
with regard to the fituation and behaviour of the chil-
dren placed out by the hofpital ; 2nd he finds that there
are at prefent 252 children of the hofpital, who are now
ferving their apprenticefhips ; of whom it appears (as
far as the fa&t can be afcertained) that there are 166
doing well, and giving fatisfaction to their mafters and
miftrefles, That there are 15, of the remaining 86,
who bave turned out ill; and in fome inftances merely
from their own bad difpofitions ; but in many others
(in a great degree) from the impatience, or caprice of
their mafters. That, of the remainder, 27 are appren-
ticed to refpetable perfons, and in diftant fituations,
and, not having been the fubject of any complaint, no
information has been lately had refpeéting them. That
there are 23 others, who have been apprenticed to their
own relations, and may therefore be confidered as placed
again under the care of their parents: and that the re-
maining 21, though not free from blame, feem to re-
quire only preper treatment and judicious management
to make them good fervants : it appearing that they have
generally improved in conduct as they increaled in years.
He has the pleafure to add, that the proportion of good
fervants in place, and of induftrious apprentices in trade,
among the childien of the Foundling, appears to be as

great as from any other clafs of young perfons ; but that
| the
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viour of the Foundling apprentic:es was in May
1798, when the refult was as follows :

Doing well, - - 166

Have turned ocut 1ll, - 15

In diftant fituations, well apprenticed,
and no complaint - o1

Apprenticed to their own relations, 23
Not free from blame, but requiring
judicious management, 21

e s

Total Foundling apprentices 252

There was a period when the proportionate
mortality in the hofpital had been very confider-
able, and the children were neither healthy in
conftitution, nor promifing in afpeét; but that
period s, I truft, entirely pafled by.—I queftion
whether any public efiabliiment, or even if
private families, can thew better effeéls of care
and attention in this refpeét, than what is ex-
hibited in the Ioundling Hofpital. This im-

the few, who have turned out ill, being more the obje
of enquiry, have attrated more attention, than the
many, who acl {o as to do credit to the charity : there
being many refpeltable perfons, at prefent in [ondon,
married and fettled in bulinefs, who have been educated
and apprenticed by this charity, 2 May, 1798,

provement
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provement is to be attributed to feveral caufes;
—to the removal of an ill-placed infirmary to
its prefent airy and healthy fituation ;—to an in-
creafed cleanlinefs in the children and in the
houfe ; and to fome improvement in their diet,
and (which I conceive to be very important to
children) a more unrefirained liberty during
their hours of play and recreation.—I repeat
with a confirmed and moft fatisfactory experi-
ence, what I have ftated in the former inftance,
that “ an happier, a more healthy, or a more
« innocent collettion of beings does not exift
“ in the world, than is to be found within
« the walls of the Foundling Hofpital.”

At a period when the martial {pirit of this
country was excited, and a firm and impreg-‘
nable barrier formed againft the enemies of
our free confitution, it has been a f{ubjett of
no fmall fatisfaltion to the Governors of the
Foundling, that they have been able to afford
accommodation to two aflociated corps, equally
refpeftable in rank, in property, in numbers,
in difcipline, and in military {pirit.

The field to the eaftward of the Hofpital,
is become the exercife ground of the Light
Horfe Volunteers ; and the area in front, that

of the Bloomfbury and Inns of Court Affoci-
ation.
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ation. The latter, upon the confecration of
their colours on the 2d Day of Fune 1798,
prefented a {plendid and gratifying fight to an
immenfe concourfe of perfons, aflembled in
the chapel and court-yard of the Hofpital.
The fatisfattion which was then exprefled by
all the fpectators, could only have been ex-
ceeded by the delight which, upon the vifit
of their Majefties to the Foundling on this
day, has been felt, not only by every one in
this houfe, but by a great number of in-
dividuals, who have attended to enjoy, and
to increafe, the pleafure of the fcene, and
the {plendor of the ceremony; a delight
which has pervaded the breafts of thoufands
of loyal fubjetts, on feeing their SovEREIGN,
the Father and Friend of his Country,
guarded and attended by the love and venera-
tion of a grateful and happy people. '

Foundling, 21 June, 1799,

FINELS












