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o Quar-Readers b ¢ an elegantly engraved Hean, awith an Aceount of the Lirs of
F + JOHN WIELIAMS, a Wellh Diwvine of a very diftinguifbed Charaler, being
-~ Lord Keeper of the Great Seal of E!E'land, and Archbijbap of York.  His Hifiory
|

( -~ awill throw great Light on that of the Times be lived in, in which be feems to have

P-1 : borng a great Part.,

- - J'EIHN_WILLF&MS washornMarch 26,

1582, at Aberconway, in the county of

Caernarvon in Wales, and was the fon of

Edward Williams, Elg; whofe father,

William Williams, Efg; of Coghwillane,

derived his pedigree from the Princes of

North-Wales, in the timeof King Siephen,

and continued his coat of arms without any

alteration from Ednevet Vifchan, Lord

Steward of Wales in the 25th year of

Heory II. Mr. Williams, being youngelt

of five fons, his education feil to the

fhare of his grandmother, who was

davghter of Sir William Griffyth, Knt.

late of Penryn; and this Gentlewoman very

gladly embraced the opportunity that of-

[‘ fered of fending her grandfon to Ruthyn

3 in Denbighihire, ta a grammar-fihool

founded that year by Dr. Gabriel Good-

man, Dean of Weltminfter, who had

likewife appointed her kinfman, Mr.

Robert Griffyth, the firlk mafter. My,

Williams could not be lefs than thirteen

years of age when he came to this fchool

y however, he retrieved that diladvantage

by the quick progrefs he made through it.

F{-r though his {pirit could nut be confined

to a conitant regular attendance; and,

indeed, no boy pﬁl]red truant fo often as

he; yet, when he returned to his book, he

plied it fo much to the purpoft, and made

I fuch fwift advances, that no hoy was able

to keep pace with him. He was head

fcholar when Dr. Richard Vaughan, then

lately made Bifhop of Bangor, happened

. to make a wvifit to this new foundation,

and, finding his young kiniman ripe for

the vniverfit§, prefently fent him to St.

Johns college in Cambridge, where he was

admitted in 1598, under the tuition of Mr.

Owen Gwyn, another of his relations ;

and he became a fcholar of the houfe the

fth of November, in the following year.

t was obferved, that he brought with him

hither more Latin and Greek than good

Englith ; and the fhame’of his Welth

i diale& proved a lucky cheek upen the

i tfifiahlenefs of his temper ; for, avoiding

i mgeny on that account, he kept clofe to

bis fudies, and, being happy in a conftitu-

| g 100 that required no more than three

s fleep in the twenty-four to keep him

*in perfed health, he read over the beft

anthors in feveral fciences, together with

the moft confiderahle hiftorinns and poets,
Nvus, CCXCV, VoL, XLII,

.“?. 3 D!{Eff
Greek and Latfn, while he was yet under-
graduate ; and his genius was likewif= foon
obferved 1o be above the ordinary level ;
but he was moft of all diftinguithed by a
ready and retentive memory,  He pro-
ceeded bachelor of arts the latter end of
the year 160z, and in lefs than a month,
viz. on the r4th of April, 16017, was eleéted
into a foundatien fellowihip far the diocefa
of Bangor, and nominated fenior of his
eleftion by the favour of King James I.
In 1604, his patron, Dr., Richard Vaughan,
being promoted 1o the fee of London,
gave his kinlman an invitation to his palace
there in vacation-times. This kindnels
proved of great [ervice to our ftudent,
whothereby began to fhake off the aukward
addrefs of the collegian, and to acquire a
more courtly manner. Here he likewife
became known to John,Lord Lumley, who
received him as a relation, and never dif-
mifled him without a prefent of ten pieces,
and afterwards gave him feveral valusble
books, both printed and manuferipts, out
of his curious library. By this means,
when Mr, Williams commenced Malter
of Arts in 1605, he indulged his natural
humour, and treated his friends at the
commencement in a fplepdid manner,
above the common praftice. As foon as
he had completed this degree, he entered
ferioufly upon the ftudy of divinity, and,
having employed two years in reading the
Bible with the beft commentators, he un-
dertook the fchoolinen, the ecclefiaftical
hiftorians, and the fathers, In the ftudy
of which his manner was to allot one
month to each, whereby he found variety
almoft as much refrething as ceffation
from labour: In fuch a method he was
likewile fure to return to none of thefe
couries of learning as a ftranger, making
his fpaces of ablence from none of them
any longer than thofe monthlyrevolutions ;
However, as he obferved, ¢ wiam {ibi
reperit ufus ;™ and he liked his own me-
thed fo well, that he was conitant to it fyr
13 years, until he was called off by his
fecular employments, and, when he was
difcharged of them, he fell again to run
round with his former courles. But,
though he made divinity his chiefl ftudy,
yet ke did not negle® other acquifitions
and accomplithiments. He had been early
initrulted in mathemanics by the cele.
U brated
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brated Mr. Edward Briggs, then fellow of
his college. He was parucularly fond of
metaiphyfics, and remarkably well verfed in
that fcience.
fome fkill in mufic, both vocal and inltro-
mental, and a telerable knowledge of the
French language. Thefe feveral attain-
ments, accomp2nied with a more polite ad-
drefs than is ufually feen 1n clofe acade-
mical ftudents, and joined to the advan-
tage of being known to fome people of
high ftation, to whom he had been occafi-
onzlly introduced by the Bifhop of Lon-
don, brought him into corfiderable repute
and efteem in his fociety; infomuch, that
in 1607, being not above 25 years of age,
he was pitched upon as the fittet perfon to
carry a meffage upon fome college affairs
to the Earl of Salifbury, then Chancellor
of that Univeifity.

In 1609, having loft three of his princi-
pal friends, BithopVaughan, Lord Lumley,
and Dr. Thomas Playtere, he entered into
holy orders, and to improve himfelf in the
g ft of preaching tock a fmall 'iving, In
the meantime he had fucceeded lowell with
his late meflage to Lord Salifbury, that he
was frequently delegated by the college on
the like occafions to other grear perfonages,
as to the Lord Chanczllor Egerton, and
Archbiflhop Bancroft; and his prudent
addrefls in dilcharge of thefe trufts proved
not more ferviceable to the college than
to himlelf. In 1610, he preached on Luke
xvi. 22. before the Un.verfity at St
Mary's- church, with great applaufe, as he
did eight months after at Royflon hefore
the King, when Prince Henry being pre-
fent, was fo much pleafed with his fermon,
that he promifed to prefer him. Another
time being deputed by the fociety for
their Azent to the Court, to petition the
King for a mortmain, his Majelty not
only granted the fuit, but was ftruck with
fomething he eb'erved very pleafing in the
fuiter, and fome time after gave him the
reétory of Grafton Regis, in Northampton-
thire, 10 which he was inftituted May 3,
1611, Ar Midlummmer the fame year, he
was recommended to be chaplain to the
Lord Chancellor Egerton, who Likewife at
his requeit excuied his attendance at
York-houte for the firlt year, that he
might not lofe the benefit of the proflor’s
place in the Univerfity, which ofhice regu-
larly devolved upon him at Michaelinas
following, as femor of his eleftion in the
college ; an advantage that he owed to the
Kong's letrer fentto the fociety in his favour.
Soon after Chrifimas, the Duke of Wirtem:-
burgh, making a vifitto the Univerfity, was
eniertained by the King's orders with an
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Befides thefe, he acquired -

academical difputation, wherein our proc-
tor, prefiding as moderator, artfully tock
care to make his decifions in the words
and upon the authority of the German
authors in logic, which induced the Duke
to take him in h:s coach to Newmarket,
and there prefent him to the King, with a
particular encomivm of his courtly addrefs
in thofe difputations, The Earl of
Salifbury, Chancellor of Cambridge, dy-
ing May 4, this year, the fucceeding
ele@tion furnithed Mr. Williams with
an opportunity of lerving the Univerfity
by the fhare he then had in the King's
favour ; which he hkewife greatly improv-
ed by unriddling one of his Majelty’s
anigmatical expieflions. The Earl of
Northampton having declined the offer of
the Chancellorfhip, in refpeét, as he [aid,
to Prince Charles ; the Univerfity, in this
meflage, applied to his Majefty to nomi-
nate a fit perfon for their choice ; in return
to which, he ient orders for them to pro-
ceed in a new eleftion, declaring ¢ he would
make the perfon elefted to hold it”
Here being no explicit defignation of any
particular perfon, the Univeirfity were
ftill much perplexed how to proceed, till
Mr. Williams luckily conjeftured that the
words ¢ he would make him hold it,” muft
needs be pointed to the Earl of Northamp-
ton, who had juft before refuled to hoid
it ; this interpretation was approved ; that
Eatl was accordingly re-elected ; and his
Majefty, as loon \as he had notice of it,
was greatly fatisfied, and acknowledged
that was his meaning in the words, Af-
terwards being, though junior proétor,
elefted father of the aét, which was
honoured with the prefence of many
Noblemen and Gentry, he gave fo [ump~
tuous an entertasnment, that thePrevarica-
tor, in the humour of thefe days, fryled him
* Titus Largius Primus Diétavor Roma-
notum;® and the aét was fcarce well over,
when he was inftitnted to the reétory of
Grafton Underwood, in Northampton-
fhire, at the prefestation of Edward, Earl
of Worcefter. Socn ofter the commence-
ment he went to London, to perform his
duty at Yerk houle ; but in feven months
sime was recalled by the particular requeit
of the Univerfity to Lord Ellefmere, oc-
cafioned by a letter received from his Ma-
jefly, giving them notice to prepare for
the reception of the Prince Palatine jg
fortnight’s time. Notwithftanding this
fhort warning, Mr. Williams performed
his exercife, and tock his degree of B. D.
before the arrival of that Prince, that he
might appear more regularly as firk op-
.C poneng
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.Fune'nt-in the divinity difputations per-

ormed for the entertainment of his Elec-
toral Highnefs; in which he executed his
part fo well, as to gain thereby the friend-
fhip and patronage of Dr. James Moun-
tague, Bifliop of Bath and Wells, who
happened to be prefent; and before the
expiration of the year he was admitted
into the archdeaconry of Caermarthen,
February rrth. . .
He had not been long with the Lord
‘Ellefmere before he became his principal
favourite, to whom he made him/elf in a
manner necefliry, by an indefatigable in-
duftry, condufted with the moft artful
addrels in procuring the helt and earlieft
intelligence for his fervice from the Court,
both of the King and alfo of Prince Henry,
wholt death happening within four months
after Mr. Williams entered upon this
office, proved a lofs, which in that view
was more fenfibly felt by him; yet his
ready wit luggefled other ways to fupply
thefe ufeful expedients, the fruits of which
were feen in the following preferments.
December 29, 1613, he was inftalled by
proxy Precentor of the cathedral of Lin.
coln; and May 14, 1614, was inftituted
to the retory of Waldgrave,in Northamp-
tonthire, at the prefentation of Dr. Richard
Neile, Bithop of Lincoln. The fame
year, before the 3d of January, he re-
figned the archdeaconry of Caermarthen,
and was collated to a prebend and refj-
dentiary thip in the church of Lincoln, and
to a prebend in thofe of Peterborow,
Heretord, and St. David’s; and, behdes
all thele, had a fine-cure in Wales, equal
in point of profit to any of his other pre-
ferments, being the gift of the Lord
Coancellor, by whofe munificence in the
fpace of fve years he Likewile raifed him-
{elf an ample fortune incath. Neither was
he wanting to his friends while he Jived in
this fRation; we are aflured by Bifhop
Hacket, that he procured from the Chan-
cellor livings for feveral Clergymen of
merit in the Univerfity of Cambridge, to
whom he likewife opened his pucle treely,
if wanted. 'To thele, as alfo 10 all others
in general that applied to him, he was al-
ways ready to give his afliftance in any dif-
heulties of law; infomuch that many
Bithops and Chapters, of cathedral
churches employed him fo manage their
law fuits, being very expert in bringing
them to a final termination with the leaft
expence. His fituarion gave him an op-
Eurluniif of informing him{If in the
ufinefs of hjs mafter's office, and he
improved it by reading books upon that
fubjet 5 in which fludy hie had the aflif-
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tance of John Walker, afterwards Chief
Baron of the Court of Exchequer. In
the midit of all thele employments, he fhill
kept on his rounds in the ftudy of the
fathers, and ecclefiaftical hiftory and anti-
quities ; and, in this Jait branch efpecially,
he had now the advantage of dilcourfing
often with three of the moft learned men
that England ever bred, Sir Henry Spel-
man, Sir Robert Cotton, and Mr. Selden,
Toward the latter end of the year 16135,
the Lord Chancellor being, through ape
and infirmities, wholly confined to his
houfe, Mr. Williams was intrufted by him
in carrying meflages upon bufinefs to the
King, who on thefe occalions took notice,
that the chaplain was principled by his
mafter to be a Statefman and a pillar of
the kingdom ; and his Lordthip, a very
little before the day of his death, called
M. Williams to him, and told him, ¢ If
he wanted money, he would leave him
fuch a Jegacy in his will, as would fur-
nith him to live in the world like a
Gentleman, Sir, faid the chaplain, 1 kifs
your hands ; you have filled my cap full.
I am far from want, unlefs it be of your
Lordihip’s direftions how to live in the
world if I furvive you. Well, fays his
Lordfhip, I know you arean expert work-
man: Take thefe tools to work with;
they are the beft T have : So he pave
him fome books and papers written all
with his own hand. Nor did the chap-
lain fall thort of the prefage of his noble
Lord and patron in the ule of them,
However, when his fucciffor to the
Grear Seal, Sir Francis Bacon, who knew
Mr. Williams's merit, made him an offer
to contipue him in his former ftation at
York-houfe, he declined it, but accepted
the office of a Jullice of Peace of the
quorum in Northamptonthire, which was
given him by the new Keeper. He was
preparing for his journev, when his friend
Dr. Montague, now Bifhop of Winchefter,
prefented him to his Majetty, who appoint-
ed him his chaplain 1n ordinary, with a
command to attend upon him in his north-
ern progreiz, to begin in April following ;
and the King told bim pleafantly, * That
he might expeét the labourer’s penny as
foon as they who had ferved him longer.”
Bur the Bithop obtained of his Majeity
that Mre., Williams might ltay to take his
Doétor’s degree, and give entertainment
to Marco Antonio de Dominis, Archbithop
of Spalato, who was pewly come to Eng-
land, and defigned to be at Cambridge
commencement the next Jaly, 1619; when
Mr WilliamsaccordinglycommencedD. D,
and immediately after went to refide at the
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reftory of Waldgrave, which, hy building,
gardening, and planting before he came,
he had made a very pleafant fituation.
Here he lived in the greateft hofpirtality,
without negleéting to Eil‘charge f:lithfu]{jr
the duties of a good parith-prieft. How-
ever, his chaplain’s place requiring him to
take the courfe of his attendance at Court,
he preached a fermon before the King, at
Theobald's,which was printed by order of
his Majefty, who collated him to the
deanery of Salifbury, void by the death of
Dr. Gordon., This was the firlt ftep to
which no hand helped him but the King's;
for he had hitherto judged it imprudent to
make his court to the Marquis of Bucking-
ham, beth on account of the unlikelihood
there was that fo great a favourite
thould hold his fituation long without a
fall, in which cafe he fhould think
himfelf obliged in honour to follow
his fortune; and likewile by reafon of the
ficklenels of that favourite’s temper in
particular.,  But he had not been long
pofleffed of this deanery, when being in
waiting upon his Majelty, then at Rﬂyiﬁm,
in the ablence of the Marquis, the King
abruptly, without any relation to the
fubject then in diflcourfe, alked him,
€ When he was with Buckingham ¢ Sir,
faid the Doétor, I have had no bufinefs to
refort to his Lordthip. But, replied the
King, wherefloever he is, you muft pre-
fently go to him on my mefiage.” On the
delivery of this meflage the Doétor, being
gracioully received by the Marquis, deter-
mined to comply with the King’s pleafure
thus intimated to h'm; and foon engaged
the Marquis’s beft regards by fmoothing a
rub, which the Marquis had met with, in
folliciting his martch with the Earl of
Rutland’s daughter. For by his engaging
wit, and decent behaviour, he prefently re-
conciled the Earl to the favourite, which
was the eafier effefted as the Lady's affec-
tions were already fecured ; and he likewife
removed another obitacle which ftuck with
his Majelty on account of her religion,
having brought her Ladythip from the
Church of Rome to that of England,
Afrer fuch fervice, can it be {urprigng to
find Dr. Williams making a very quick
progrels to the height of all that conld be
1n his utmoft ambition ? Accordingly the
deanery of Weltminfter becoming void, he
eafily obtained it of his new patron, and,
gladly quitting Salilbury, was inftalled in-
to this, July 12, 1620. This place was
very agrecable to his humour, and he
greatly improved both the church, the
eoileze, and the fchool.

While he was thus employed, Chancel-
ler Bacon being deprived of the Great
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Seal, for corruption, in May 1621, the
Marquis, a few days after, defired the
Dean to draw up in writing a flate of the
juft profits of that place; which being
readily complied with, when the account
was perufed by his Majelty, he prel’entlg
concluded the author of it to be the firte
perfon to execute that great truft ; and ac-
cordingly the Dean was fworn, June 16 fol-
lowing, Lord Keeper of the Great Seal 5
and, before the end of that month, was
nominated to the bifhopric of Lincoln ;
to which he was confecrated, Novem. 113
and he afterwards prevailed, though not
without lome difficulty, to holdthe deanery
of Weftmirfter in commendam, to which
s alfo joined his re@ory of Waldgrave,
ether with the refidentiaryfhip of
Lincoln, and the prebend of Algarvey in
that church. In accepting the Keeper's
office, he requefted and obtained of the
King, that the Seal fhould not be taken
from the Commiflioners and put into his
hands before ten months were over, that
he might have time to ftudy and weigh the
truft of his ofiice ; to which purpoie he
kept Sir Hemy Finch, a molt profound
lawyer, in bhis lodgings frem May to
Odtober, ro advife with him upon all oc-
caficns, By that means he had time 1o
look out for heneft and able fervants to fill
the chief places of truft under him. He
requefled his Majefty likewile, that he
fhould be in the nature of a probationer
for one year and a half ; that in the Court
of Chancery he might have a Malfter of the
Rolls of great knowledge to fit with him 3
and, laftly, the conflant attendance of two
Judges. He did not appear in Court till
the end of Michaelmas term, when he made
a fpeech, wherein he laid down feveral
rules which he refolved to obferve in the
difcharge of that office. And, after fome
t'me that palled in obtaining experience,
the Court of Chancery was never better
ordered, his decrces were generally ap-
proved, and his difpatch was fo extraordi-
nary, that his enemies made it an objec-
tion to him. He had not been above two
months in this poft,when he redeemed an
eftate belonging to his family fiom
William, Earl of Pembroke, at the price
of 10,000l. The fame year, at the in-
ftance of Buckingham, his prefent patron,
whole fuit for tEe purpole had been re-
jeéted, he petitioned and prevailed with
his Majefty to promote Dr. Laud, then one
of his prebendaries at Weltiminfter, to the
bifhopiic of St. David's. This year he
likewife procured Mr. Selden’s releafe
from prifon, and afterwards gave him the
regiftry of Weftminfter-college. He [e-
cured the rights of the Bilhops againit the
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attempts of the Earl of Effex. He did not
approve of Prince Charles’s going to Spain

tor the Infanta; and during that negocia-

tion ventured to give the Marquis a piece

of advice which that favourite never for-
Eaﬂ:: This was, that he would not be
aughty to the Spanifh Court, nor behave
difrefpeétfully to the Prince. From this
time the Keeper was narrowly watched,
notwithtanding which, ll the power of
that abfolute minion was foiled in attempt-

ing to difplace him, afier his return from
Spain ; for the King was {o well fatisfied
with his conduét in that affair, that, during

the Chriftmas helidays in 1623-4, he en-

' tered him into the Council- book to fucceed
tipon the next vacancy to the archbifho-

pric of York. While the Prince was in
Spain, the King told the Earl of Carlifle,
that ¢ If he bad fent Whlliams into Spain
with his fon, he had kept heart’s eafe and
honour, both which he lacked at that

b time:" And the firft time Williams came
into the King’s prefence after the Prince’s
return into England, which was a little
before Chriftmas, his Majefty, looking
intently vpon him, faid to the Prince,
¢ There’s the man that makes us keep a
merry Chriltmas:” And his Highnels
looking as if he underftood not his tather,
¢ Why it is be, faid the King, that la-
boured more than all my fervants belides
to bring you fafe home to keep Chriftmas
with me; and I hope you are [enfible of it.”
After the match had mifcarried, the
King, being cooler to the Spaniard, might,
i:mhah]}-, recolleét fome of the Keeper's
onelt arts praétiled vpon himfelf during
the heat of that affair in favour of his
fubje€ts. Upon his Majelty’s declaration
to reftrain the preachers, the Keeper once
rocured the delivery of one, who was
imprifoned for that offence, by a merry tale
thus : Such a man’s wife, upen reading
her hufband’s imprifonment, fell prefently
into labour; and the midwife 15 come ta
del.iver her, but fays, it will not be ef-
fefted till fhe can fee her hufband again ;
for which the women that aflift her revile
you, that your Highnels would ftick cut
fuch a declaration. ¢ Now weal away,
fays the King, fend a warrant prefently to
releafe him, left the woman perith.” An-
other time, being ordered by his Majeity
to draw up dire€tions to preachers againit
the King’s ecclefiaftical Supremacy, he
propoled it to the King, that in thofe di-
rections none might be fuffered to preach
i under 30 years of age, nor over 6o, while

W

men were in full poll:flion of their realon
and judgment, otherwile it would be im-

i poilible to prevent fuch offences. For
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inftance, proceeds he, Kitchen, an offender,
15 a beardlefs boy, from whom exafinels of
judgment could not be expe&ted ; and Dr.
White, a decrepid old man, that is fpent,
having not a fee fimple, but a leale only
of realon, and it 1s expired. Upon this
pleafant and good natured reprefentation,
his Majefty was moved to releafe them
both.

Not long afterwards, the Keeper by an
artful firaragem luckily difcovered the in-
trigues of the Spanith Ambaflader againft
the Marquis, A paper of informarions
or complaints againft the Parliament and
Buckingham was put into the King's
pocket unoblerved ; and in the poltfcript it
was prayed, ‘That Don Francifco Caron-
dolet, Secretary to the Marquis Imofa,
might be brought to the King to fatisfy
{uch doubts as his Majefty might raife.
‘The delign was to per{uade his Majefty to
break theroughly with the Parliament,
and upon their diflolution to fend the
Marquis tothe Tower. The Keeper, who
fpared no coft in procuring intelligence,
had notice of the matter, and immediately
difclofed it to the Marquis, and then to
the Prince. Your Highnefs, faid he to
the Prince, hath often feen Don Francifco
Carondolet ; he loves me becaufe he is a
fcholar, for he is Archdeacon of Cambray,
and fometimes we are pleafant together,
for he is a Walloon by birth, .and not a
Caitibian, I have difcovered him to be a
wanton, and an humble fervant to fome of
our Englifh bsauties, but, above all, to
one of that gentle craft in Mark-Lane ; a
wit fhe 15, and one that muit be courted
with news and occurrences at home and
abroad, as well as with gifts. T have a
friend that bribed her in my name to fend
me a faithful account of iuch tidings as
her paramour brings to her. All that I
intiufted the Marquis with came out of
her chamber, and the hath well earned a
piece of plate or two frem me, and fhall
not go unrecompenfed for thele fecrets
about which vour Highne{s does ufe me,
if the drab can help me i it truly, Sir,
this 1s my dark lanthorn, and I am not
athamed to inquire of a Dalilah to refolve
a nddle, for 1n my fodies of divinity I
have gleaned up rhis maxim, ¢ licet uti
altero peccato.” Though the Devil make
her a finner, I may make a good afe of her
fin. Yea, fays the Prince, merrily, do
you deal in fuch ware? * In good faith,
replied the Keeper, I never faw her face,™
He then lefc the Prince, and got Caron-
dolet’s Under-fecretary  feized as a
Romifh Priet. This browghr Carondolet
to him to beg his Secretary's dilcharge,

which
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which he fliewing . great reluftance
againit for fear of the Parhament: My
Lord, faid Francifco, let not the dreail
of this Parliament trouble you; 1 can
tell you, if you have not heard it, that
it is upon expirauen’. He afterwards
fithed out of the Sceretary the heads of all
the articles in the paper flipt into the
King's pocket. He did not ftay for the
copy ot them which was brought to him
four days after, but immediately drew the
heads then difcovered to him into fuch a
form as it thould appear to be eopied frem
the original, and gave all to the Prinze, of
whom he defired fecrecy, having put his
life into the hands of lus Highnels; firft,
for fearching into the King’s counails, and
then diucovering themy and, tor further
fecurity, he ordered Carondolet out of the
kingdom immediately, thar he might not
be produced to contront him, if the marter
fhould come to be queftioned.  Dr.
Hacket obferves, that this ftory accounts
for the King's reconciliation to the Parlia-
ment,as well as why his Majefty never of-
fered afterwards o retrieve the Spanith
match, and furnifhes a realon why King
Charles the fellowing year readily entered
into a war with $pam.

In 1624, the Keeper prevented Bucking-
ham from executing his defign of felling
the crown and church lands, In negoci-
ating the match with France, he adviled
the French Ambaflador not to inhft vpon
an ablolute and general difpenfation with
the penal laws apainft the Papifts, and
afterwardshedrew up hemariage articles,
Xo 1625, March 22, when the danger of
the King's illnefs reached his ears, he
haftened to Theobald’s, and there finding
the report confirmed by the phyficians, he
acquainted his Majefty with it, and con-
ftantly attended him till his death; after
which he preached his funeral fermon, and
printed 1t by the command of King
Charles 1. who likewile gave him orders
to prepare ancther agamnit his coronation.
But that mark of his Majefty’s favour
was intercepted by the new Duke of Buck-
ingham, the effells of whole difpleafure
foon began to fall heavy on him. As no
man kept a better warch upon the Court,
fo he was prefently acquainted with the
Duke’s threats, and immediately appre-
hended the confequence. Whea the King's
coronation drew near, he received erders
from his Majefty not to appear in his of-
fice as Dean of Weftminfter at that flulem-
nity, and his place was then fupplied by
Bifhop Laud, a perfon for whom he had
not the leaft affeétion. He wae likewfe
denied to do his homageito the King with

the reft of the fpiritual Lords on that oc- BuEdml and E”‘h H ] Miﬂi m
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cafion. Before the opening of the fecond
Parliament in this reign, which was four
days atter the coronation, the Lord Coven-
try was put into the Keeper's office, and
the B fhop bhad now no parliamentary
fummons fent to him; and when upon a
motion 1n Parliament, where his friends
were numerous, he did reccive ir, he re-
ceived Likewile a particular charge from
the new Keeper not to appear in perfon,
and had even fome difficulty to obtain
that his proxy might be left with the
Bithop of Winchefter, He ftruggled hard
to fecure his reputation before he |]:mrted
with the favings of the Great Seal, and
at Jaft, on the rurrendry, made a fort of
a capitulation for that and his other pre-
ferments before he defivered it up, which
was on the 2 5th of Oft. 1626, at Foxley,
a leat of the Lord Sandys, near Windfur,
after which he removed to Bugden., When
the writ was tent to 'him for the meeting
of the third Parliament, he had the like
intimation, as before, of his Majefty's
pleafure that he thould forbear being pre-
fent in it; but he now refufed to fubmit
to his Majefty’s direftions, refelved to
fiznd vpon s privilege, and fat in the
Houfe ot Lords himfelf, and not by proxy,
as before : And, the petitien of right being
fet on foot in  this Parliament, the
Bifhop promoted it with great zeal, but at
the fame time propofed a claufe to be
added in favour of the Crown, and meved
Iikewife for an aét to explan the bill of
rights, fo as thereby his Majefty’s claim
to the duties of tonrage and poundage
might be tully confirmed.

His behaviour at this time feems to
have 1econciled him to the Duke of
Buckingham, and the King was fo well

fatisfied with it, that he confulted him in
a point of the urmoft importance concern-
ing his own condo&t,and exprelly approved
of his advice. But the incautious ule
he afterwards made of the King's freedom
in communicating his thoughts to him
drew the royal difpleafure upen him
again ; and in 1629 his name was actually
ftruck out of the Council-hooks, And,
though he obtained his Majefty’s parden
tor that offcnce, yer the next year upon
the chriftenirg cf Prince Charles, when
all the refl -:-?lhl: Lords, both fpiritual
and temporal, were invited, the B.fhop of
Lincoln was excepted. ‘This year he fell
under the examination of the Commif-
fioners appointed to inquire into exatted
fees, which terminated  greatly to the
advantsge of his reputation.  About this
time being told that the King was ¢ffended
with bhis magaficent way of living at
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of Weltminfter, he refufed to comply with.

his Majelty’s pleafure in either of theie
propofitions. He afterwards difputed the
Metropolitan’s right to wific his diocefe.
In 1616, a complaint was lodged againit
a:m by the High Sheriff of Huntingdon.-

ire for refuling to pay the thip-money,
and prefently after, upon fome informa-
tions being brought againlt him in the
Star- Chamber tor fcandalous words
fpoken of the King and his Minifters, he
was [entenced to pay a fine of 10,000l
and to fuffer imprifenment during his
Majelty's pleafure, and to be lufpended

by the High Commillion-court from all

his dignities, offices, and funétions. Ac-
cordingly, he was fent to the Tower of
London, where fome hard terms of accom-
modation being offered him, he abloluiely

‘refufed to fubmit to them, and thereupon

feizure was made of his goods at Bugden
and Lincoln, to the value of that fine.
When the Parliament met in Nov. 1640,
he petitioned the King for his enlurge-
ment, and to have his writ of fummons
to Parliament; but notwithftanding he
irur.urr.d the mediation of the Queen, who
ad always preferved a kindnets for him,
et the Lord Keeper Finch and Archbifhop
aud oppofing, brought the King ro refule
it; fo that about a fortnight after, viz.
about the 16:h of Navember, the Houfe of
Lords fent the Ufher of the Black Rod to
demand him of the Lieutenant of the
Tower ; upon which he was brought to
the Parliament-Houfe, and took his place
among his brethren. - Hereupon his

‘Majelty was pleafed to be reconciled to

him, (o far as to command rthat all orders
kept in any court or reg:ftiy upen the
former hearings and informations againit
him thould be taken off, razed, and can-
celled, that nothing might ftand upon
record to his difadvawtage. However,
in the Houle of Lords he feconded the
Lord Say's famous [(peech againit Arch-
bifhop Laud, but at the fame time applied
himfelf to the King, and made the greateft
profeflions of duty to his Majefty, and
zeal to the church. And (hortly after, in
a fermon preached before the King, as
Dean of Wellminfter, mentioned the
Prefbyterian difcipline with greatcontempt,
and, in the profecution of the Eurl of
Strafford, he defended the right of the
Bifhops to vote in cafes of blood ina very
pertinent learned fpeech, bur declared his
opinion at the [ame time, that they ought
not to be prefent at that trial, and cifered,
pot only in his own name, but for the reit
of his brethren, to withdraw always when
that bulinefs was entered upon, However,

1

when the bill of attainder had pafled both
Houles, he perfuaded his Majefty againft
his private conleience to give the royal
affent toit.  In May 1641, he defended in
a long fpeech, very confliderable for the
learning and ltrength of argument it con-
tained, .the right of the Bithops to fit in
the Houfe of Peers, which had this effeft,
that the bill for depriving them of that
right was then thrown out by the Houfe.
He was advanced to the fee of York,
December 4th following, and when vpon
the revival of the lately rejeéted bill the
mob being gathered about the Parliament-
Houfe to prevent the Bifhops from entering
therein, infolently tote his gown from his
back, he returned to the Deanery, and
convened hither all his brethren that were
in town, and propoled tothem as ablolutely
neceflary that they fhould unanimoufly
and prefently prepare a proteftation to
fend to the Houle againft the force that
was ufed upon them, and againft all the
acts which were or thould be dene during
that time that they fhould be kept by force
from doing their duties in the Houfe, and
immediately having pen and ink ready, he
prepared a proteftation, which, being read
to them, they all approved, and, heing en-
groffed, they fet their hands to it Dec, 27,
when the Archbifhop went to Whitehall,
aud prefenting it to his Majefty, to whom
it was direted, humbly defired that he
would fend it to the Houfe of Peers, fince
they could not prefent it themfelves, and
command thar it fhould be entered in the
journal of the Houle: He obrained his
fnit, but the confequence was the commit-
ment of himfelf with the reft of the peti-
troners by the Parliament, on an accufation
of high trealon to the Tower, where they
all remained till the bill for purting them
out of the Houle was paffed, when on
May sth, 1642, they were releafed, and,
June 27 following, our Archbifhop in
perfon was inthronifed in his own cathe-
dral at Yerk, where the King then was,
but his Maj=fty left it ia July, and the
Archbifhop was foreed away foon afrer.
Being at Cawoed one night very late, Dr.
Ferne, whom he had formerly made Arch-
deacon of Leicefter, came in with a follici-
tous countenance, and begged him to
leave the houle and the counrry immedi-
ately, for that the younger Hotham was
caming with his forces to feize and kill
him, having folemnly vowed it in revenge
for fome opprobiicas waords the Archbifthep
had given him for his bale uiage of the
King at Hull, and that he would be there
by 5 o'clock in the morning. Upon this
warning, the Archbilhop made his tli;apt& _
aa
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and from that time never came into York-
fhire, the wars then breaking out all over
England. After this he retired into
Wales, to his eftate at Aber Conway,
where he repaired and fortified Conway
caitle for the King, which fo much pleafed
his Majefty, that by a letter dated from
Oxford, Auguft 1, 1643, “° He heartily
defires hrm 1o go on wuh that work ;
affuring him, that whatever money he
fhould lay out upon the fortifications of
the {aid caltle, thould be repaid unio him,
before the cuftody thereof fhould be put
into any other hands than his awn, or
fuch as he thould recommend.”™ By virtue
of this warrant, the Archbilhop, on thezd
of January this year, deputed his nephew
William Hock, to have the cultody of the
caftle, and gave the country people leave to
lay up their plate, jewels, money,writings,
and other valuable goods in it, each per-
fon having an inventery of his own fhare.
Some time after, being fent for to attend
the King at Oxford, he gave his Majeity
the beft advice that his knowledge and
exuerience turnifhed him with; and among
other things declared, that Cromwell,
taken into the rebels army, by his coufin
Hampden, was the meft dangerous enemy
that his Majefty had : For, though he were
at that time of mean rank and ufe among
them, yethe would climb higher. Andihen
proceeding to give Cromwell his true
charaéter, he concludes, ¢ In fhort, every
beait hath fome evil properties, but
Cromwell hath the properties of all evil
bealts.,”” . My humble motion is, either
that you would win him to you by pro-
mites of fair treatment, or catch him by
fome ftratagem, and cut him off.

Afrer fome ftay at Oxford, the Arch-
bithop returned to his own country, hav-
ing received a freth charge from his Ma-
jelty to take care of all North Wales, but
eipecrally of Conway caftle. But, being
difpofiefied of it about a year afterwards
by the King’s party, he aflifted a Colonel
of the Parhiament to retake it, whe poliel-
fed himfelf of it. Dr. Hacket gives the
Farﬁculars of thig fat : Thar Sir John
Owen, a Colonel of the King's, coming
that way after a defeat in 1645, obtained
of Prince Rupert to be under him Com.
mander of the caftle; and fo, furprifing
it by force, entered it, notwithftanding
the King's promife, and the expence laid
out not being refunded. Thereupon the
Archbifhop, after feveral remonitrances
made to the Court without any fuccels,

he being joined by the country people, -

whole properties were detained in the
caftle ; and aflifted by one Colonel Milten,
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who was really a violent man again
King ; they forced open the gates,
entered the caftle, which Colonel M
poflefied himfelf of; but that was
agreed to by the Archbifhop on cond
that every proprietor might obtain his
which the Colonel faw performed.

After this time he lived in a very
manner at Llandegay in that nei
hood till the King's death, whom
not [urvive much above a year, w
time he fpent in forrow, and ftudy,
devotions, rifing conftantly every
out of his bed at midmight, and pra:
for a quarter of an hour on his bare k
having nothing upon him but his fhirt
waiftcoat. At laft he was feized wil
quinfy, which put an end to his h
the 2 5th of March, 1650, 0n his birth-
being exaftly 68 years of age. He
interred in Landegay church, where, {
years after, his nephew and heir Sir
fyth Wiiliams erefted on the ncrth
a very handfome monument, with
effigies of the Archbifhop kneeling
white marble; and under it an in
tion, compoied by Dr.Hacket his chapl
who deferibes him as an eminent pat
of munifieent hefpitality and ch
which in another place he explains top
to his genercofity, efpecially to Gentle
of narrow fortunes, and poor fche
both Univerfities ; his difburfements
way every year amounting to a thouf.
and jometimes to twelve hundred pou
His epitaph likewife informs ue, tha
laid out no lefs than ao,0c0l. in g
benefations.

It is univerfa!ly agreed, that his
was handlome, and his prelence &ll
his gelture magnificent, and bis le
generous, the whole exterior being =
mated with a great mind and a high fpq
which raifed him to aim ar great thin
and effeét them. [His temper was hot
hafty in refenting, and as ready in forg)
g, the charafieniftic of his country.
entertained a favourable opinion of

Puritans, but was againft ih:wing‘:}#

any indulgence, which did net per
confift with the legal eftablifhment of
church. ‘To this be firmly adhered, =
continued to the lalt to teftify his diflf
cf anyalterarionsorinnovations whatfae)
therein, cither to enlarge or contradt |
fettled forms. He was pollefled of agdf
Mare of learning, had a ready wic
ftrong memory, but in his wriringﬂﬂ
into the exploded pedantry, which was
vice of his time. Befides other fer
he publithed one under the title of ¢« Pe
verantia Sanftorum, &c.” He had re




&

“ved upon publithing the works of his
redecellor in Lincoln diocele, the famous
Robet Grofthead, which were fcattered in
feveral libraries at home and abroad ; and
hs digefted what he could procure of them,
and wroté arguments upon diverfe parts
of them. He likewife undertook a Latin
‘commentary upon the Bible, and the
" notes, collefted from all good authors by
~his own hand, were once in the cuftody of
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Mr. Gowland, Keeper of Weltminfter-
college library. His Lordfhip, knowing
well that to perform fuch a talk complete-
ly was above the abilities of any cne man,
intended to leave it to be finifhed by
twelve or more of the beit (cholars in the
nation, whom he had in his eye, and was
willing to give them z20,000l. rather than
it fhouid be unjrniﬂleﬁ.
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Fund, towards making good the pavment

“of the (zid annuities, and of the annuities

after the rate of 3l. per centum, in-

_tended to be granted in refpeét of the faid

1,900,c00l.

That, towards raiﬁng‘irhc fupply granted
to his Majelty, the fum of 1,800,000l. be
raifed by fﬂlﬂ!, or Excheguer bills, to be
charged upon the firft aids to be granted in
the next f[effion of Parliament ; and [uch

THE SUPPLEMENT TO
faid fund, commonly called the Sinking

time, by the Eaft India Company, in re-
fpect of the territorial acquifitions and re-
venues lately obtained in the Eaft-Indies,
be applied towards making good the fup-
ply granted to his M.}ieﬂy. '
That the charge of the pay and cloath~
ing of the militia, in that part of Great
Britain called England, for one year, be-
ginning the 2gth day of March, 1768, be
defrayed out of the monies arifing by the
land-tzx, granted for the fervice of the



