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HEN private Men take upon them to

teaze the Publick with Inguiries, Accu-

Jations, Replies, Defences, &c. every fingle Mem-

ber of Society, who has Leifure to look into

fuch perfonal Prefs Productions, and Patience to

go through them, acquires a better Right to

{peak his own Opinion of fuch Performances,
than the contending Parties have to afk it.

A Twelve-penny Brat, latety thruft into the
World under the Title of A4 Serious ﬁzqmry into
ﬁme late Proceedings at O d, &¢. (in which,
it feems You, Sir, are jzszammtﬂ!{y concr.:rnc:d)
would pmbably have perithed unregarded on the
Pamphlet-Bulks of this City, had not it’s Birth
been attended by an Advertifement in the publick
News Papers, importing a {peedy Anfwer to
that fame Inquiry.

A 2 Thefe



[ 4]

Thefe Intimations created a Curiofity in fome
quondam Ox—7n—ns, who frequent Dick’s Cof-
fee Houfe, to know what mighty Matters were
on the Tupis in the Family of a good old Lady,
to whom They efteem Themﬁ:lves in their Youth
to have had very high Obligations, and for
whom, in their advancing Years, They are ready
to profefs the higheft Veneration. Among the
reft, I gave myfelf the Pain of an attentive Pe-
rufal of the Inguiry: In which I found certain
Falts, of a criminal Complexion, urged againft
You, Sir, in a Manner which led me to hope,
that either perfonal Animofity, or that Bane of
Society, party Spleen might poffibly be at the
Bottom of the Accufation. Influenced by thefe
Prejudices againft the Jnguirer, I waited with
an honeft Impatience for an Opportunity aud:-
end: alteram parten; when to my Aftonith-
ment, by an Error deftructive of every Pretenfion
to Innocence on ¥our Part, and abfolutely fatal
to Your Charaler, fomething f{tumbled into
Light, which it’s unguarded Author call’d A»
Anfwer to the Serious Inguiry.

An Examination of this extraordinary Piece
correted my Sentiments of the Inguzier, and o-
bliged me to acknowledge that You, Su', have
been treated by Him rather with Cﬂmpzyﬁﬁﬂ than
with Cruelty ; and that certain Imprudences, Of-
Jfences, unguarded Expreffions, &c. contra Bonos
Mores (excufe me, I ufe your own Words, if the
Anfwer be Yours) are thrown into a more glar-
ing and unfavourable Light by Your own Pen,

(or
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(or by that of Your pretended Apologift) than
by the fevereft Animadverfions of the Inguirer,
of whofe Injuftice You fo loudly complain. In
a Word ; Your Anfwer, Your Defence, Your
Exculpation (if it be Yours) muft appear to every
unprejudiced Reader to be a Confeffion of more
low and dirty Tranfaions than the #nbumane
Author of the Jnguiry has laid to Your Charge.
You may pofiibly have good Reafon for faying
that You have for ever done, (or rather for wifh-
ing that You had for ever done) with Him and
his Writings. But if He really 1s, as You infi-
nuate in Your Preface, at this Time a Member
of the fame Community with Yourfelf, You may
poflibly very foon find that He hath not for ever
done with 2oz and Your Writings.~—But after all
why do I fay Your Writings ?—Y ou cannot fure
be fo abfi:rd as to afford Your Hand or Counte-
nance to fo bitter a Libel againft Yourfelf. No,
Sir, this fhameful Apologift, this low and dirty
Defender muft affuredly be one of thofe Engincs,
of which You complain, « fet at work to mag-
 nify and mifreprefent in the blackeft Man-
*“ ner, a few unguarded Words before a Boy,”
[dnfw. p. 44.] and who, under the Mafk of
Friendfbip, and the Appearance of pouring Oil
into the Wounds made in your Reputation, has
watched his Opportanity of fiabbing You much
deeper, than could be intended by the Author
of the Inguiry.
You are quite right, Sir, it muft be acknow-
ledged, 1n Your Effort to creep under the Wing
of
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of Power: But whether larding your Defence
with a Panegyrick on your Magiftrate, and blend-
ing Your own dirty Caufe with His Condutt,
will anfwerYour Purpofes, is a Matter which ad-
mits of fome Doubt. Whatever Your Expectati-
ons from Him may be, I am really told that He is
heartily fick of Yo« ; and I am in no Meafure {fur-
prifed at it, fince Your admitted Imprudences,
Faults, Offences, Indecencies, &c. have been the
only Infelicity attending his Adminiftration. His
publick and his private Character ftand confef-
fed, without the leaft Affiftance from your Pen:

“ Non tali Auxilio, nec Defenforibus iftis
«« Tempus eget.”
And whatever Writer fhall take upon him to
cenfure His Condu&, as You, Sir, have cenfured
that of fome of his Predecefors (for having in
the Cafes of 75 te, S—Il—nand D be,
alted, as You in Terms aflert, without a due
Foundation in Law) | pag. 28] will find as {len-
der an Attention from the Publick as You, or

Your doughty Apologift have hitherto done.
The Mention of thefe Cafes reminds me of
fomething refembling a T77umph in Your An-
fwer, built, it feems, on an Obfervation made by
the Inguirer, that < a Similitude of Offence call’d
¢ for an Uniformity in Judgment, and, in Cafe
‘“ of Conviction, foran Equality in Punithment.”
Can He in the firft Place fay (as your Hero afks
the Queflion) that there is any Similitude be-
tween the three Cafes themfelves ? Why yes
truly, Sir, He, or any one elfe, acquainted with
the




o

the Laws of your Community, may with great
Safety affirm, that there is a Similitude of Opffence
in thofe Cafes, as each of them was fuch a noto-
rious Violation of the wholfome Laws of the
Place, as called for the Penalty of Expulfion,
which was actually inflicted.

But again: It is demanded whether the In-
quirer dare fay that there is any Similitude be-
tween the firft (vzz. the Cafe of Th——ze) and
the prefent Cafe ? [ p. 28.]—Now really I fhould
apprehend that there would be nothing exceed-
ing daring in fuch an Affertion. Let any un-
prejudiced Reader but compare the filthy Depo-
fitions in both Cafes, and if He does rmt difcn-
ver a Similitude of Crime, 1 fhall not envy him
for his Faculty of Penetration: And when He
has made fuch a Difcovery, he will not be for-
ward to admit the Reafonablenefs of Your Charge
of ““ Affurance or [candalous Infinuations,”’ brought
againft the Writer who call’d the Warden of
W—dh—m’s Cafe a Precedent. [ p. 28. ]

But to revert to Your own Cafe: There is
fomething too abfurd to merit a ferious Reply in
that Dream of Your Apologift, that ¢ no College
“in O d (excepting Cb. Ch. ) could have ex-

¢ pelled one of it’'s Members for a like Offence;
‘““and that Ch. Ch. could only exert fuch an Au-
“ thority, becaufe that College was govern’d by
““ no Statutes.”” [ p. 29, 30. ]

I could really wifth, that before Your Apolo-

gitt had fo roundly affertcd, he had given him-
felf the Trouble of an Inquiry amongft your
Neighbours
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Neighbours at C. C. C. for what Caufe Mr.
Th—che, a Foundation Member, was fome Years
ago expelled from that Society ? And He would
do well to afk the like Queftion at W—dh—m
Coli. ze, in the Cafe of one W —f—n a Foun-
dation Scholar, who was lately required to depart -
from that Society, and from the Univerfity, for
the like Offence. It might not, laftly, be amifs
to inquire whether there really are any Statutes
in Both, or Either of thofe Colleges.

Alas, Sir, the Reafon, Equity, and Common
Senfe [ p. 30.] difcoverable in fuch Aflertions, in
fuch a novel Mode of arguing may, with great
Propriety, be ranked with the Knowledge, the
Learning, and Truth confpicuous in another Ar-
gument of His, (‘v7z.) that becaufe an Englifh
Father cannot cut his Child’s Throat with Impu-
nity, therefore he fhall not maintain an Ation,
in his own Name, againft an Offender, for
having corrupted or debauched (or by Aéts of
Lewdnefs or Indecency, attempted to corrupt or
debauch) his Child.

Pray, Sir, on this Occafion reft not altogether
on Your own Law Prowefs, or on that of Your
Apologift : But confult fome of thofe Gentle-
men, whom * You have had the Honour of
‘ breeding up,” [#. 43.] and who are now Can-
didates for Fame in Wefiminfler-ball. The young-
eft of thefe will tell you, that Civil Ations have
latterally been brought by Englifb Parents againft
the Man, whofe Offence falls greatly fhort of

Iad¢saguz, (viz.) the Corrupter of a Daughter’s
Chaftity.
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Chaftity. In which Cafes great Damages have
been given for the efpecial Infult gffered, the per-
fonal Injury done to the Parent. And for this
very Reafon pofifibly it may be that a certain
O d Parent, who it feems; was lately cla-
morous for Juftice, is (as I am informed) juft at
this Crifis, by fome extraordinary Turn in her
Affairs, foftened into an Acquiefcence under all
her Anxiety.—But the Publick having likewife
a confefled Intereft in a Profecution for Offen- -
ces confra Bonos Mores, the Complaint of that
fame Publick may probably be not fo expedi-
tioufly filenced.

After all, Sir, as it is evident that the whole
Art and every Argument of your P{eudo-Apolo-
gift reft upon this fingle Point, (viz.) that “ You
““ have not been f{o criminal as you might have
‘“ been:”” To this I make a full' Reply in a very
few Words, borrowed from the Inquirer, < Per-
“ fecto Flagitio punitur Capite ; Imperfelto in
“ Infulam deportatur.”

And what now has Your Apologift to object
to zhis Mode of doing Juftice to an offended
Community ? —Why truly ¢« the Ufage which
“ You have already met with, may be look’d
‘““ upon as Punifhment adequate to Your Fault.”
[ 2 43.] May it fo? And pray what Cir-
cumitances of Terror attended this heavy Punifh-
ment? You have had the Trouble of writing
Your Name at the Foot of a Bond for ¢ better
¢« Behaviour :”” You will not fay that there was

B any
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any thing very fmariful in the Performance of
that Ceremony.

¢« But this alone has not been deem’d fuffi-
¢ cient.”” [ p. 42.] How unreafonable {fuch Deem-
Jflers! As if a Bond, executed in due Form of
Law, was not ample fatisfaction for the Pecca-
dillo of giving a Kifs or two, and < fome Shil-
“ lings to a Boy, and blddll‘l"?" him come again
 and fixing the Time.” [ p. 3.}

But alas! who could have thought it? Not-
withftanding this whole painful Operation of
Bond-giving ; this ¢ Chaftifement of Your own
« kind I'ﬂc-mm that cruel Witch of a Sfep-
“« Motber, that P;":frz’fr Goopy FaAME catch’d
¢ the Hint, and afluming the Form of a common
¢« News Paper, away fhe lew—Gorgoneis infeéia
¢« Venents, founding forth, and {welling the igno-
¢ minious Tale throughout the Kingdom.” p. 42.

Pcor Gentleman ! It muft be acknowledged
that this Step-Mother of Yours has not been quite
fo indulgent to You, as You had Reafon to wifh.
—But if You had confider’d her Sex, and the
Nature and Tendency of a Fault, which You
‘¢ have Senfe enough to fee, Ingenuity to con-
¢ fefs it, and a Confcience to be forry for it,”
[p. 41.] You would net furely have affeéted
any Sort of Aftenithment at Her Refentment
and Complaint.

Now, Sir, to convince You that ene who is

bfolutdy unknown to You, may be mere Your
Friend than Your chandcd Apologift, T fhall
pemnt out a Snare or two which He has laid for

Your
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Your Judgment, and thereby gnfe You a far
Caution to avoid them.

Firft then this Sham-Defender of You feems
to betray his 7ea/ Intentions to hurt You by a
Sollicitude to lead his Readers into a Perfuafion
that You are higbly injured by the Inguirer,
“ who (fays He) has taken Care to colle¢t the
“ feveral Incidents, which fell out accidentally at
“ different Times, and to fling them all toge-
“ ther in one View before the Eyes of the
“¢ Reader, as if they had happened at the fame
. ame.” { g 7-]

Now really a clofe Attention to every Article
of the Jnguiry does not furnith me with Evidence
of this Fa&. But, for Argument’s Sake, I ad-
amit it to be fo; and‘then I afk whether You are
more feverely treated by an Acczfer, who char-
-ges You with Enormities, into which Your con-
fefled Imprudence hurry’d You at oze and the
fame Time, or by a pretended Advocate, who
allows a Frequency of Criminal Als, repeated
with Deliberation at different Times, each of a
manifeft Tendency towards one and the fame op-
probiricus Point in View.

Again : One efpecial A& of fhocking Inde-
cency (which I cannot force my Pen to repeat
from Yours) took Place (fays Your Defender)
not (as is infinuated by the Inguirer) in pri-
vate, in a College Chamber ; but truly it was in
the openr College, at Noon, in Publick, and in the
Sight of two Women. [ p. 5.]—Was it fo, good
Sir ? 'The Matter is much mended indeed, and

B2 Your
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Your Modefly and Chaflity both fufficiently vin-
dicated.

But after all, to leflen the Triumph of Your
Apologift in thls fancied Mifreprefentation by
the Inguirer, T cannot find that he makes any
Sort of Mention of the Time when, or the Spot
of Ground whereon this important Event took
Place.—He f{eems indeed to have charged You
roundly with the Faé?, and #his Your Defender
hath moft fully confefled—with Circumftances,
which {well and aggravate the Offence: And
after this You cannot furely entertain a Doubt
whether the Inguzrer or the Anfwerer has loaded
You with the heavier Accufation.

But not conténted with This, He would
Jfecondly induce You to believe that the Convoca-
tion in O d 1s not a Court having Original
Jurifdi&ion. [ p. 27.] Had this Afferter thmught
fit bere to have added the few following Words
(viz. in Civil Caufes) You might have rd ’d on
his Affertion.—But to your huge B“sfﬁrtl.r-c Sir,
Yours happens to be a Grimingl Cavfz, of Which
That venerable Houfe hath pleno jure Original
Cognizance; and in which That Court may ex-
ercife an Original Juri{di¢tion, as, in fimilar
Cafes, hath been hitherto conftantly and uni-
formly therein exercifed, and which, it is to be
hoped, ever will be in Defpite of Ignorance
and Chicanery.

Thirdly, « That the Convocation {fays Your
¢ knowing Friend) is the fupreme Court of Ap-
¢ peal i1s moft undoubtedly true;” [p. 27.] A

Propofition
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Propofition which only happens to be moft un-
doubtedly fa/fe. It is well known to every Boy
amongf{t You, whofe Law-Labours have fallen
thort of <« Hawkins’s Pleas of the Crown,” [ pag.
33.] and who has only look’d into Your own
Statutes “ De Ffudiciis,” that an Appeal lies from
this fupreme Court of Appeal, to the King’s Ma-
jefty in his more fupreme Court of Chancery.

Fourthly, 1t is by this aftonifhing Genius af-
firmed, that the Houfe of Lords, with all it’s
Authority, lays no Claim to Original Jurifdic-
tion of (poflibly that learned Gentleman might
intend to fay 7z) the moft minute Caufe in the
firft Inftance, [ p. 277.]—Here again I muit take
Leave to obferve, that either the moff minute
Caufe, by an uncommon Phrafeology, muit {tand
for Givil Caufe, (which allowed, the Affertion is
truc) or that the Rebel Lords, who lately loft
their Heads in purfuance of a juft Profecution
begun and ended in That Houfe, were coram
non judice; fince in their Criminal Caufes That
moft refpectable Tribunal de “fure afflumed, and
i Falt exercifed an Original Jurifdiction: And
the venerable Houfe of Convocation in O d
hath, from it’s Inftitution uniformly exerted the
like Authority in Criminal Caufes, without any
Complaints of ¢ having acted without a due
“ Foundation in Law,” [ pag. 28.] until the
Year 1751,

But, Sir, fince Your Panick was fuch at the
Apprehenfion of a Convocation Inquiry, if I am
rot led into an Error by Accounts from O d,

You
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You have probably before this Time found
Yourfelf indulged by a Procefs, to which o
Objetion can lie ; I mean by a regular Denun-
ciation of Your Offence, in the lowe{t Academic
Court of Juftice, by an open, legal, publick
Charge ; to which Your Anfwer will be re-
quired in that Court, |

A Profecution this! commenced by voluntary
avowed Accufers, who abhor the Imputation of
‘“ thooting Arrows in the Dark ; | p. 42.] who
have no Indifpofition towards You, other than
what arifeth from theOffence given to the whole
Community ;j—who are ready (if required) to
take the Oath of Calumny, (i.e.) to fwear that
They believe their Caufe to be a juft and ho-
nourable Caufe, and that ¢ They profecute
“ Fuflitie Gratid, without the leaft Degree of
¢ of Spleen, Malice, or Hatred, towards the
‘¢ Party accufed.”

They moreover aver their Readinefs to make
Oath that ¢<¢ They were abfolutely ignorant of
“ any Intention to grant the Indulgence of a
“« private Oath ¢f Purgation;” and that if any
open and publick Notice had been given of fuch
Intention (ufual in Courts wherein Self Purga-
tion by Oath was ever allowed) They would
have appear’d, objected to, and oppofed fuch
Procedure, and, making themfelves woluntary
Aeccufers, would have required a publick Trial,
a publick Difcharge, or Condemnation,

Thefe, Sir, I am told, are the Matters at this
Time going forward at O d; and I with
' You
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You a good Deliverance. In the mean Time I
cannot avoid obferving to You, that were I a
Promoter of this intended Profecution, I fhould
really look no further for Evidence of Your
Dirt than into Your own printed Confeflion,
(if after all it be Yours) and out of That I
fhould readily colle¢t fufficient Matter of Accu-
fation againft You.
That You now are  Your own Accufer”
[ 2. 39.] is apparent to every Reader; and if
Your Profecutors really wanted Proof of Your
Offence ¢¢ contra Bonos Mores,”” You have kind-
ly furnithed them therewith; [ p. 11.] infomuch
that fhould You at this Time reaflume any
Thoughts of the ¢ Facility of tampering with
“ a poor Boy, or with his neceflitous Family”
[ . 10.] in order to take off his Evidence, Your
Scheme would be abfolutely fruitlefs, becaufe
You have, in the Judgment of all Mankind,
given publick Evidence againft Yourfelf.
It was far from my Intention, when I took
my Pen, to follow Your Apologift thro’ efpecial
Scenes of Dirt, fhocking to every modeft Rea-
der, and to every intelligent one Evidence of a
St;am, which, by the unikilful Ufe of a Spunge
He has greatly increafed. I conclude there-
fore my Addrefs to Yoz, as Your Sham Advo-
cate does His to the Inguirer, with a Piece of
Advice, (viz.) When You really find Yourfelf
animated to commence (as You are faid, to
menace) a Profecution againit any fuppofed Au-

thor of the Inguiry, dD Eﬂurﬂ:‘f ftill further
Juftice
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Juftice by looking out for the Author of the ﬁnﬂr
{wer to that Inquiry, and let the warmeft Fire
of Your Indignation be pointed at this: maf’d
Battery, apparently raxfed to * demolifly *Your

. whole Rﬂputatmn 08 g 0.

¢, 1D 4 3 r I ; ;’1 b e
ﬂs I am:a hearty: Weli-_-‘Wiihcr to. the Cnm}{”"
munity of which You are f7// a Member, I

dare not hazard my Claim to that Lharﬂ&er
by fdymg that I am,

S 1 R,
Your Friend or Servant,
- . OLIM OXONIENSIS.

Dick’s Coffee-Houfe, Temple
Bar, 1ft Fan, 17524



