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Memoir, &e.

I

GE NERAL SIR RALPH ABER-
CROMBY, like  EpaminonDas, like
‘Woirre,. hasdied of the wounds received:
in a hard-fought battle, in which he was
Commanderin Chief, and was viflorious,-
To his country, the lofs of {uch a man, at
fuch a time,.is ineftimable. For himfelf
it might have. been fomewhat happier, if
the viCtory had been finally decifive of the
fate of Ecyrr—more- glorious it could
fcarcely in”any circumftances have been.
It bas crowned one of the moft honourable
‘military lives which hiftory thall ever com-
memorate for the emulation of future
tmes.

Among the military commanders of the
prefent period, no one has obtained great-
er or more juft celebrity, for his virtues
as a man, and his abilities as an officer,
than the fubject of this memoir.

A 2 Sir-
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Sir Ralph Abercromby was of a very an-
cient and difiinguithed family in North-
Britain, poflefled of an eftate bearing the
fame name. His father had a numerous
family, and according to the cuftom of the
country which gave them birth, the fons
were deftined for altive employments#.

Each

# Thus we find one of the brothers of Sir Ralph
brought up to the'law, another to maritime purfuits,
and two more to a military, life. - The {zrior filled,
with great reputation-to his charaéler, the honour-
able office*of a Lord of Seflion, in.which he died.—
The next brother entered into the fea-fervice cf. the
Ealt-India Company, and made feveral voyages as
a Commander in one of their fhips, retiring from
the farigues f-duty, with a wife he had maried in
India, and with a confiderable fortune. He died
in the year 1792 ; and, to thefurprize of the world,
and the difappointment of his nearelt relations, left
almeft the whole of his property to his lady, who
was married {foon after to her folicitor, but furvived
that conne@ion only a fboit time. From the na-
sure of her will, the lalt hope of the Captain’s rela-
tions was extinguithed, The Conveyancer had, in
one fhort trip to the land of Matrimony, poffeffed
himfelf of all which the indefatigable navigator had
amafled in his {everal voyages acrofs the Pacific and

Indian Qceans. Dut as no part of the family could
be
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Each of the brothers in his peculiar pro-
feflion, has been engaged in fupporting
the State, in fome one of its departments
" or dominions, and Sir Ralph has no lefs
exerted himf{elf in the fame caufe, on dif-

| A 3 . ferent

- be faid to be in firaitened circumftances, this un-
expected event was accompanied with very little
regret. So- far as concerned our General himfelf,
whofe difpofition was the reverfe of mercenary, the
transfer of his brother’s property from his family, .
did not leflen, in the {malleft degrée, the affection
hé bore his memory. James, a third brother of
the General, was killed in America, in the hard-
contelted battle of Bunkers-hill. He was at the
time a lieutenant-colonel in the 22d foot. His fur-
viving brother Rebert, is not behind him- in milita- -
ry rank. e is at this time colonel of the 75th, or -
Highland tegiment, lately ftationed at Bombay, the
prefidency of which derived ligmal benefits from its -
Colonsel’s adtive zeal, and approved tkill,  His ja-
dicious and fuccelsful march acrofs a valt extent of
country, toeffecta junétion with the-army of Lord
Cornwallis, at 'Fefingap:ltham, in 1792, may he
confidered as having tended to fecure the Eaft-India
poffeflions in the Carnatic; againft that once reftlefs
and afpiring prince, Tippoo Sultan ; and well en-
titled him to fucceed as Commander in Chief of his
Majelty’s and the Ealt-India Company’s forces in-
Bengal,



o LIFE OF

ferent fiations, and in difimilar climates.
1 he firft commiffion he bore was, as
cornet of the 3d dragoon guards, into
which he entered on the 23d of May, 1756.
He obtained a licutenancy in the fame re-
giment on the 1gth of February, 1760 ;
and continued in this corps till the 24th of
April, 1762, when he obtained a compa-
ny in the 3d horfe. In this laft regiment
he rofe to the rank of major and lieute-
nant-colonel, to the former on the 6th of
‘fune, 1770, and to the latter the 1gth of
May, 1473. In November 1480, he was
included in the lift of brevet-colonels, and
on the 3d of the fame month, next year,
was made colonel of the 103d, or King’s
Irith infantry, a new raifed regiment, but

" which being reduced at the peace in 1483,
the Colonel was placed on half-pay.  On
the 28th September, 1487, he was promo-
ted to the rank of major-general, and on
the 19th September, 1790, he obtained
the command of the 6gth regiment of foot,
from which, in April, 1792, he was re-
moved to-an older corps, viz. thé 6th,
from which he was again removed, the sth
November,
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November, 1793, to the 7th regiment of
dragoons.

Sir Ralph was employed on the Contis
nent, foon after the prefent war broke out.
On the 25th of April, 1793, .he had the
local rank of lieutenant-general conferred
on him ; and, although the ultimate iffue
of thofe two campaigns afford but a finall
amount of glory for the moft meritorious
officers to emblazon their military efcutch-
eons with, yet Sir Ralph was entitled to a
full fhare. He enjoyed on all occafions
not only the efieem, but the confidence of
the Duke of York.

He commanded the advanced guard in
the action on the heights at Cateau, April
16th, 1794. The Duke of York, in his
difpatches relative to this affair, makes the
following commendatory reprefentation of
his conduct : ¢ I have particular obliga-
tions to Lieutenant-general Sir William
Erfkine, as well as to Major-general Aber-
cromby.” His Royal Highnefs further
adds, in his difpatches of the 1gth of May :
 The abilities and coolnefs with which
Lieutenant-gensral Abercromby, and Ma-

jor-general
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jor-gencral Fox condudted their different
corps, under thefe trying circumftances,
require that T fhould particularly notice
them.”  The Licutenant-general was
wounded at Nimeguen, the 27th’ of Oc-
tober following.

No part of the fervice of thisable offi-
cer had ever been fo painful to him, or
called fo forcibly upon his humanity and
exertion, as the duty he performed when
the army retreated from Holland, in the
winter of 1794. The Guards, as well as
- all'the fick were left under his conduét and
care, after Lieutenant-general Harcourt
had gone into cantonments behind the
Ems. His fenfibility was as confpicuous
as his judgment, in the difaftrous march
from Deventer to Oldenfaal, at which laft
place his corps arrived on the 3oth and
gift of January, 1795. This was the firft
time in the General’s life, when his talents
could not keep pace with circumftances ;
but the inceffant harrafling of a vitorious
enemy on the one bhand : bad roads, and
the inclemency of the weather on the
other ; added to the difficulty of procu-

ring
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ving (helter for the men, were fufficient to
deprefs the fpirits of the bravett, and leave

the moft fagacious mind without refources. .

The aflairs in the Weft-Indies, as left
by Sir Charles Grey,.had exhibited a lefs

pleafing afpect fince that Commander’s re--
turn to England.. The French, after their:

{uccefles nearer home, had made very con-

fiderable, and even unexpelted exertions
to recover their lofles abroad. This ob.

ject they attained to a certain degree ; they
repoflefled themfclves of Guadaloupe and
St. Lucia, made good a landing at more

than one place on the ifland of Martinico, .

and effected partial defcents, and hoifted

the tri-coloured flag on {feveral forts in the.

iflands of St Vincent’s, Grenada, and Ma-

rie-Galante, . They poflefled themfelves of:
immenfe. booty from the property of the-
rich emigrants on the feveral iflands, but:

eipecially on that of Guadaloupe.. On
thislaft only, according to the report made
by Fermondto the Comrmittee of Public
Safety, the value was eltimated at the

enormous fum of 1,800 millions of livres. -

To ftop the ravages thus committing on
the

.
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the Britifh allies, for fuch the French emi-
grants were then confidered 3 and to check
the depradations on our own colonies, a
fleet was fitted out in the autumn of 1793,
to convey a military force to the Weft-In-
dies, fufficient to anfwer the neceffity of
the cafe. To General Sir Ralph Aber-
cromby was given the charge of the troops,.
and he was appointed Commander in Chief
of the forces in the Weft Indies. He ac-
cordingly repaired to Southampton on the
soth of Auguft, 1793, and took charge
of the remainder of the Britith troops that
had been under the command of the Earl
of Moira. Sir Ralph Abercromby was
unfortunately detained in that diftriét {o
long beyond the expected period of his de-
parture, that after the troops had aflem-
bled, and were embarked, the equinox fet
in, and feveral tranfports were loft in en-
deavouring to cliar the channel. Not-
withftanding thefe difafters, and in fpite of
the latenefls of the feafon, everv exertion
was made, and the General, with his ftaff,
&c. made the beft of their way to the Weft
Indies.

On
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On his arrival, no time was loft in form-
ing a plan for the operations of the army,
and as foon as the feafon permitted, the
troops moved in every quarter. On the
24th of March, a detachment fuddenly at-
tacked and obtained poflcfiion of the ifland
of Grenada.  The General afterwards
found no difficulty in obtaining pofleffion
of the fettlements of Demarara, and I{le-
~quibo, in the province of Surinam, in
South-America.

The Commander in Chief had made the
neceflary arrangements with the admiral
for conveying the troops deftined for an
attack upon the ifland of St. Lucia, and
the armament failed on the 26th of April.
The enemy had a garrifon in Morne For-
tune, of nearly 2,000 well-difciplined black
troops, fome hundred whites, and a num-
ber of black people who had taken refuge
in the fortrefs. In carrying the battery
Seche, within a thort diftance of the works
of Morne Fortune, the difficulties of ap-
proach were found greater, from the in.
tricate nature of the country, than were
&xpected, The General was obliged to un-

dertake
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~dertake a laborious communication from
Choc Bay to that of Morne, by means of
a new road, capable of allowing the tranf-
portation of heavy cannon. Thefe difficul-
ties, with numerous other impediments
‘which the enemy threw in the way of the
army, he however, overcame; and upon
the evening of the 24th of May, a fufpen-
fion of arms was defired till noon the next
day :=—a capitulation for the whole ifland
“enfued, and on the 26th, ‘the garrifon, to
the amount of 2,000 men, marched out,
}aid down their arms, and became prifon-
ers of war. Pigeon Ifland fell of .courfe
into the pofleflion of the Britilh Com-
mander.

Brigadier General Moore being left in
quiet pofieflion of the captured . ifland, the
General haftened ‘the embarkation of the
artillery and troops deftined to act in St.
Vincent’s, and by the middle .of June,
every part of that valuable ifland was in
‘the hands of the Britilh troops.

The fortunate iflue of all thefe fervices,
enabled the Commander in Chief to vifit
Crenada, where his prefence may be fup-

pofed
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pofed to have contributed, not a little, to
conclude the hoftilities ftill carried on un-
der the orders of Major-General Nicholls.
Fedon, the celebrated chief, at the head of
the infurgents, was not eafily to be over-
come ;- his native courage, and acquired
talents, added to his fiercenefs of difpofi-
tion, had drawn about him a mafs of force,
partly voluntary, partly confirained.—
Major-General Nicholls was now ordered
to ftraiten him in his retreat as much as
pofiible, and to grant him no terms fhort
of unconditional fubmiffion. The troops
were fuccefsful every where, and nearly at
the fame hour, on the morning of the 1gth
of June, full pofleffion was obtained of
every poft on the ifland.

The General having thus effeCted every
thing which could be undertaken againft
- the French, direted his attention to the
Spanifh ifland of Trinidad. The arrival
" of partof a new convoy from England,
- enabled him to undertake this expedition
with confidence of fuccefs. The precifion
with which the fleet of fhips of war and\

tranfports had been affembled, prevented
| B the
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the lofs of a moment, when the feafon for
operations commenced. On the 16th of
February, 1797, the fleet pafled through
the Bocas, or entrance into the gulph of
Paria, where the Spanifh Admiral, with
four fail of the line, and a frigate, were
found at anchor, under cover of the ifland
of Gafpar-Grande, which was fortified.
The Britith fquadron worked up, and
came to an anchor oppafite to, and nearly
within gun-fhot of -the Spanifh thips. The
frigates and tranfports anchored higher up
in the bay. The difpofition was made for
landing at day-light next morning, and.for
a general attack upon.the town and fhips
of war. At two o’clock in . the morning
(the 17th), the Spanith fquadron was per-
ceived to beon fire ; the fhips, except one
line of battle, were all confumed, and that
fhip which efcaped the conflagration, was
taken pofleflion of by the Britith fleet j—
the enemy at the fame time evacuated this
quarter of the ifland.  The General’s
whole attention was now paid to the town.
As foon, therefore, as the troops were
landed, about five hundred advanced to

the



SIR RALPH ABERCROMBY. 15

the weftward of it, meeting but' little op-r
pofition ; and before night they were mal-
ters of the town of Port d’Efpague, and of
the whole neighbourhood, two fmall forts
Excepted. The next morning the Gover=
nor, Don Clialcon, capitulated with the
conqueror, and the whole colony pafled
underthe dominion of his Britannic Ma-
jefty.

" Thus far our- General ‘had fucceeded in
fulfilling the wifhes and inltruflions of his
Sovereign. An unfuccefsful attempt upon
the Spanifh ifland of Porto Rico, conclu-
ded his campaign of 1797, in the Welt--
Indies.

If nothing was gained to the country’
by this laft attempt, no lofs of reputation’
in'its military character was fuffained by
the failuve ; and ‘indéed the manner In
which the Géneral was received on his re-
. turn to Europe, teftified the eftimation in

which his military talénts were held by the
" Britith government.

On the 2d of November, 17g6, while
on this fervice, Sir Ralph (for he had now-
heen invefted with a red ribbon), was pre-

B 2 fented



16 LIFE OF

{ented to the fecond, or North Britith dra-
goons, commonly called the Scors GrREys 3
and in the fame year he was made Lieute-
1ant-Governor of the lile of Wight, and
afterwards ftill further rewarded with the
more lucrative governments of Forts |
George and Auguftus. On the 26th of
January, 1797, he was raifed to his pre-
lent rank of lieutenant-general.

The ferment in Ireland threatening eve-
ry day to break into a flame, Sir Ralph was
net allowed4o remain long in a fiate of re-
pofe. He was fixed upon to take the chief
command of the forces in that kingdom.
He paid great attention to the difcipline of
the army, and was anxious to refiore to
the foldiers that reputation, which had
been {ullied by repeated aéts of licentiouf-
nels. Hisdeclaration “ that their irregu-
larity and infubordination had rendered
* them mors formidable to their friends than
to their enemies,” however true, was
deemed harfh by fome who neither confi-
dered the delicacy and refponfibility of his
fituation, nor the danger of military infub-
ordination, by allowing diforders in any

army,
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army, like thofe he complained of, to grow
by example. The General’s removal,
however, ffom his command, was in no
refpet the effect of diffatisfaciion on either
fide, but the refult of an unanimous opi-
nion, that it would be expedient and efh-
cacious to unite the civiland military au-
thority in the fame perfon, the benefits of
which had been fo obvious in the domi-
nions of the eaft. In thisview of the
precedent, it was impoflible notto fix on
the Marquis Cornwallis.

Sir Ralph was afterwards appointed to
the chief command of his Majefty’s forces
in North Britain, and he was foon after.
employed In other commands of the high-
eft importance. .

When the great enterprize againit Hol-
land was refolved upon, Sir Ralph Aber-
cromby was called again to command, un- -
der his Royal Higuefsthie Duke of York.
The difficulties of the ground, the.incle-
mency of the {eafon, delays, though in-
convenient, yet unavoidable, the diforder-
ly movements of the Ruflians, and theti-
mid duplicity of the Dutch, difappointed

olnr
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our hopes of that expedition. But, by
the Dutch, the French, the Britith, it was
confefled, that, even viétory, the moft de-
cifive, could not have more confpicuoufly
proved the talents of this illuftrious officer.
His country applauded the choice, when
he was fent with an army to difpoflefs the
French of Egypt. His experience in Hol-
land and Flanders, and in the climate of
the Weft Indies, peculiarly fitted him for
this new command. He accomplifthed fome
of the firft duties of a General, in carry-
ing his army in health, in {pirits, and with
the requifite intelligence and fupplies, to
the deftined fcene of ation. The land-
ing, the firft difpofitions, the attacks, and
the courage oppofed to attack, the fpirit
with which his army appears to have been,
by confidence in their leader, infpired, the
extraordinary fuperiority which the Britifh
infantry under his command evinced to
that which was thought the braveft and
beft difciplined infantry in the world, de-
monftrate that all the beft qualities of one
of the greateft of Commanders, were in
Sir Ralph Abercromby united—that they
were
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were all fummoned forth into adtivity, in
the glorious atchievements amid which he
fell.

His private charadter was modeft, difin-
terefted, upright—unftained by any negli-
gent or licentious vice. He was a good
fon, brother, father, hufband, and friend,
as well as an able and heroic General,

The remains of Sir Ralph Abercromby
have been brought home in the Flora fri-
~ gate. It will doubtlefs be gratifying to
his friends, that his afhes fhould be depo-
fited under the monument which is likely
to be raifed to his memory.—The ball
which ftruck Sir Ralph, entered his
thigh, and rofe upwards, fo that it was im-
poflible to extract it.

Sir Ralph not only ferved his country as
a warrior, but as a legiflator alfo. At the
geteral eleCtion in 1774, when his father
- was living, he was chofen to reprefent the
county of Kinrofs in Parliament, and he
continued to fit in the Houfe of Commons
till the next eleCtion, in 1780. Hisbro-
ther at this time reprefents the fame county.

His difpofition, however, and perhaps

his
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his talents, were better adapted to the de-
termined bulinefs of the field, than calcu-
lated to wade through the intricacies of po-
litical difcuffion.  Sir Ralph Abercromby,
therefore, ought more immediately to be
confidered as a foldier : as-an independent
character, he will, neverthelefs, beefiima-
ble in private and political life. He was
naturally referved, and extremely filent in
mixed fociety : but' was never known to
betray the leaft {ymptom of haughtinefs.
Men of: merit always had eafy accefs to
him, and when engaged in any particular
enterprize, officers. of talents feldom ef-
caped his attention. His condudt, indeed,
through life, appears to have been founded

on the following remarkable hines written
by Frederick the Great :-

Dans des honneurs obfcurs vous ne viellirez pas,
Soldats, vous apprendrez & 1égir des {oldats.
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T e follswing Letter from General Hutchinfon, awho has
Jucceeded Sir Ralph in the command of the Britifh troops
now in kg ypt, is ufy'::fnea’, as giving a circumflantial
qecount  f° the adlion in avhich that weteran officer re-
ceived the awound that occafoned his death.

Head- Quarters, Camp, four miles from

SIR, Alexandria, April 514, 18e1.

L have the honor to inform you that after the affair of
12 13th of Murch, the army tock a pofition about four
miles from Alexandria (at prefent dry)and the lke of
Aboukir on their left. In this pofition we remained
without any material occurrence taking place till the
21ft March, when the enemy attacked us with nearly
the whole of their colleéted force, amounting probably
10 11 or 12,000 men. Of fourteen demi-brigades of
infantry, which the French have in this country, 12
appear to have been engaged, and all their cavalry,
with the exception of one regiment.—The enemy made
the following difpofirions of their army:

General Lanuile was on their Jeft, with four demi-
brigades of infantry, and a confiderable body of caval-
ry, commanded by General Roize; Generals Friant
and Rampon were in the centre, with five'demi-brigades
and two regiments of cavalry ; General D’Eftain com-
manded the advanced-guard, confifting of demi-bri-
gades, fome light troops, and a detachment of cavalry,

The a&ion commenced about an hour before day-
light, by a falfe attack on our lefr, which was under
Major-General Craddock’s command, where they were

{oon

31
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foon repulfed. The moft vigorous efforts of the ene-
‘my, were, however, dire@ed againft our right, which
they ufed every poflible exertion to curn, The attack
on that point was begun with great impetuofity by the
French infantry, {fufltained by 2 ftrong body of cavalry,
who charged in column. They were received by our
troops with equalardour, aud the vtmoft fteadinefs and
difcipline.  Thhe conteft was unulually obfiinate ; the
enemy were twice repulfed, and their cavalry were
repeatedly mixed with our infantry. They at length
retired, Jeaving a prodigious number of dead and
wounded on the field.

While this was pafling on the right,” they  attemjted
topenetrate our centre with a-columnn of infantry, who
were alfo repulfed, and obliged to retreat with lofs.—
The French, during the whole of the ation, refufed
their right, They puthed forward, however, a corps
of light troops, fupported by a body of infantry and
cavalry, to keep our left in check, which certainly was,
at thut time, the weakeft part ofour lines

We-have taken about three hundred prifoners: (not-
wounded), but it was impoffible to purfue our vi€tory,
on account of our inferiority in cavalry, and becaufe
thie French had lined the oppofite hills with cannon,
under which they retired. We have alfo {uffered con-
fiderably ; very few more fevere aftions have ever been
fought, confidering the numbers that were engaged cn
both fides. We have {uRained an irreparable lofs in the
perfon of our never {ufficiently to be lamented’Com-
mander in Chief; Sir Ralph Abercromby, who was mor-
tally wounded in the ation, and died on the 28th of
March, I believe he was wounded early, buthe con--

cealed
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cealed his fituation from thofe about him, and continued
in the field, giving orders with that coolnefs and per-
{picuity, which had ever marked his chara&ter, till
long after the altion was over, when he fainted thro
weaknefs and the lofs of blood. Were it permitted for
a {oldier to regret any one who:has fallen in the fervice
of hiscountry, I might be excufed for lamenting him,
more than any other perfon ; but it is fome confolation
to thofe who tenderly loved him, that as his life:was
honourable, fo was his death glorious, :His memory
will be recorded in the annals of his country—will be
{acred to every Britifh foldier, and embalmed in the
recolle&ion of a grateful polterity.

It is impofiible for me to do-juftice to the zeal of the
-officers and to the gallantry of the foldiers of this army,
The Referve, againft whom the principal attack of the
enemy was direCed, conduéted themfelves with unex-
ampled fpirit. They refifted the impetyofity of the
French infantry, and repulfed feveral charges of ca-
valry. Major«General Moore was wourded at their
head, though net-dangeroudly. I regret, however, the
temporary abfence from the army of this highly valua-
‘ble and meritorious nﬂicgr,-.whafe counfel and co-ope-
ration- would be fo highly neceffary to me at this -mo-
ment. :Brigadier-Gen: Oakes was wounded nearly at
-the fame time, znd the army has been deprived of the
fervice.of an excellent officer. The 28th and 42d regi-
ment ated in the moft diftinguifhed and brilliant man-
ner, . Colonel. Pager, an efficer of .great promife, was
wounded at the head of the former regiment; he has
fince, though not quite recovered, returned to his duty.

Brigﬁdier-
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'Brigadier-General Stuart and the foreign brigade fup-
ported the Referve with much promptoefs aud {pirit :
indeed, it is but jultice to this'corps to fay, that they
have, on all occafions, endeavoured to emulate the zeal
and {pirit exhibited by the Britith troops, and have per-
feétly fucceeded. Naj -General Ludlow deferves much
approbation for his conduét when the centre of the ar-
my was attacked ; under his guidance the Guards con-
du&ed themfelves in the moft cuol, intrepid, and fol-
dier-like maoner ; they received very effectual fupport
by a movewent of the right of General Coote’s brigade.
Brigadier-General Hope was wounded in the hand ; the
army has been deprived of the fervice of a moft aélive,
zealous, and judiclous ofhicer, '

‘The lofs of the enemy has been great ; it is calcula-
ted at upwards of three thoufand killed, wounded, and
taken prifoners. General Roize, who commanded the
cavalry, which fuffered confiderably, was killed in the
field, Generals Ranuflz and Bodet are fince dead of
their wounds. I have been informed that {feveral other
general officers, whofe names 1 do not know, have
been either killed or wounded. '

I cannot conclude this letter without folemnly affu-
ring you, that, i the arduous conteft in which we 'are
at prefent engaged, his Majefty’s troops in Egypt have
fainhfully difcharged their duty to their country, and

“nobly upheld the fame of the Britifh name and nation.

I have the honour to be, &c.
(Signed) } H. HUTCHINSON.



