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To the Right Honourable the

LORD-MAYOR,

AND

ALDERMEN, and Common-Council,
Of the City of LON D O N,

AND

GoverNors of the feveral HospiTars, &

MY oL OnRAD),

HE Sermon, which is now offered to

Your Lordfhip, and the Magiftrates of
the Metropolis, was preached and printed at
the Defire of one of the moft refpectable Com-~
munities, which this Kingdom knows; the
Lord-Mayor and Aldermen of the City of
London. And if the Subje is treated in any
Degree as it deferves, Apologies will be lefs ne-
ceffary for fubmitting, in this ftill more public
manner, to fome of the moft able and compe-
tent Judges, Matters of {o great Importance ;
Which is done, not without reafonable Hopes,
that fuch an Approbation may create Attention

a2 . and



(iv. ) .
and gwe Weight to the Confiderations that are
offered in this plain Difcourfe.

Harpy will it be for the renowned City over
which you prefide, for the Kingdom in general,
and for fucceeding Ages, if, like great and good
Magiftrates, you fhall feafonably become, in
any Meafure, effetual Inftruments in the Hand
of Providence for ftopping thofe many, perni-
cious, growing Evils, which I am much afraid,
however heinous or dreadful, are here repre-
{ented but too juftly.

It is the Honour and Happinefs, I might fay
the Duty, of thofe who are entrufted with Au-
thority and Influence, and efpecially where
Authority and extenfive Influence are united,
rather to prevent than punith Enormities. In
this View, the regular and conftant Employment
of the Poor, and efpecially of Children, is ear-
neftly recommended *; fince in no Inftance is
Prevention more remarkably preferable to Re-
medy, even 7f a Remedy couid afterwards be
had, than in an early Care to enure Youth to
Labour and Regularity.

In like manner, 20 prevent the exceflive Ule
of Spirituous Liquors, which are now grown fo
cheap and common, is much more wife and
beneficial, and mﬁmtely more pradicable, than
to aim at curing the Diftempers, or pumfhmg

an

® Sermen, Page x1. and feq,



bl
and reftraining the Diforders and 'Outrages,
which this particular kind of Intemperance fo
plentifully produces ®.

Any repeared Reprefentations from me, be-
fides what this Sermon contains, of the many
fatal Confequences of Spirituous Liquors as they
are now difperfed through the whole Kingdom,
would be entirely fuperfluous®. The Appen-
dix contains Evidence from fuch fkilful, difin-
terefted and upright Hands ; the Proofs therein
exhibited are fo ftrong and numerous, {o noto-
rious and undeniable, as muft produce Con-
viction ; God grant they may allo produce the
defirable Effe¢t |

And what, my Lord, is the real Fa&, which
is thus indifputably clear and certain ? Is it not,
that every Year, every Month, every Day, be-
holds vaft Numbers of our Fellow-Creatures,
our Countrymen and Fellow-Subjeé&s, Men,
Women, Children, debauched, ruined, de-
ftroyed ; that Spirituous Liquors prove injurious
and fatal to the Health, the Induftry, the Mo-
rals, the Lives, the prefent Welfare and cternal
Well-being of Multitudes; with the fure Ruin
of their Families; and with prodigious Detri-
ment in various Ways to the Nation in general,

not

b Sermon Page 15. © See a Sermon before the Societies for the Refor-
mation of Manners ; and a Sermon before the Society for the Propagation
of the Gofpel in Foreign Parts; and Fournal of the Houfe of Lords.
Feb. 25. 1742.
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not ﬁnly in the Lofs of Labour and proper Cir-
culation of the Gains of fober Induftry in pur-
chafing the feveral Neceflaries and Conveniencies
of Life ; but by daily increafing the Number of
Perfons not meerly idle and ufelefs, but a&ually
hurtful to Society ; whofe Neceflities prompt
them to undertake, and thefe inflaming Spirits
embolden them to perpetrate every barbarous
and daring Enterprize ; dif-peopling our Coun-
try of Thoufands that mlght have proved ufe-
ful Members, and preventing a Supply by greatly
obftru&ing thc Increafe of the Species.

Having mentioned the audacious and cruel
Villainies which thefe mifchievous Liquors infpire
Men and ?Zomen to commit, I muft beg Leave
to appeal, and I do it in the moft folemn man-
ner, to Your Lordthip, and the Aldermen of
Laﬁzdaﬁ, and I may add to his Majefty’s Juftices
in the adjacent Counties, whether by far the
gmateﬁ Part of all the atrocious Crimes that
come in Judgment before you, either at the
Old-Baily, or at the Sittings at Guildhall, or
elfewhere, be not CDnlllllttEd by Perfons moﬂ:
apparently enraged by thefe inflammatory Spi-
rits 3  whether the Criminals themielves, and
the Crowds. that Jometimes attend them, do not
bear in their Countenance, and their whole Man-
ner and Appearance the plaineft and moft {hock-
ing Proofs that their Blood is enflamed by the ha-~
bitual Drinking of Gin, - 6 And



( vii )

And is all this extreamly certain ? I befeech
you then, my Lord, ftop one- Moment and look
again upon the tremendous Colle¢tion of Mi-
fery and Mifchief in one fhort View.——In-
temperance ! Poverty ! Villainy | Murder! Defo-
lation —Good God! what an Affemblage is
here! How dreadful and how real ' Can it be
read without Concern ; or is it poflible it {hould
be {een every Day with Indifference ! ,

Were Murders by any other Weapon half {6
frequent, and by none are they committed more
effeGtually ; or were half the Number of Fa-
milies, who might otherwife prove greatly ufe-
ful to the Community, as evidently plunged in
Vice and Ruin by any other Means, is it pofii-
ble that thofe, who are cloathed with Authority
and appointed as @ Zerror to evil Works, thould
be unconcerned Spe&ators of {uch dreadful and
enlarging Scenes of Wickednefs and Mifery ?
Or, would the Magiftrates of this chief City,
defervedly invefted with great Power and Influ-
ence, quietly behold, in any other Shape, the
Continuance and Increafe of fo much Wretched-
nefs and Guilt among their Fellow-Subjects, for
whofe Welfare and Safety it is their Oflice and
Duty to be conftantly watchful ? Common
Humanity would prevent a fingle Murder, and
reftrain the uplifted Arm that would adminifter
one deadly Potion, or that aimed a deadly Wea-

pon
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* pon but  at gse innocent Breaft. - But what is a
fingle Murder compared to the many Thoufands
that are annually fent out of the World by a
flow but fure Poifon ; and among thefe how
many unoftending Children and helplefs Babes,
fall pitiable Victims? In a Cale {o plain, Infe-
rences are needlefs. B ekl #)
. It does not, my Lord, admit the leaft Doubt,
that Thoufands and Ten-thoufands, after a thort
Life of Intemperance and Ignominy, if not
Violence and Outrage; have miferably perifhed,
who might have been a Strength, a Support
and Credit to our Country, in their own Per-
fons, and in a Race of healthy well educated
Children. _ 8] 7
*Tis mot for 'me to attempt any Eftimate
founded upon Calculations of political Arith-~
meti¢, nor fix any Falue upon the Lives and
Labour of thefe wretched Creatures fo totally
loft to the Nation. Your Lordfhip, and your
worthy Brethren know much better, what im-
men{e Sums our Country has a/ready loft by the
untimely Death of fuch large Numbers of Peo-
ple, as have a/ready perithed ; and, if it do not
exceed Calculation, hew much more muft be
loft, in no very long Traé& of Time, to the Va-
tion, and to the public Revenue too, in various
Articles, by the Deftruétion of fo. many In-
-habitants;; who when engaged in fober Induitry,
3 as
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as civil Prudence dire&s, are beyond all Difpute
in every View, the Riches and Strength, the
Support and Glory of a Country. Each indi-
vidual Perfon that dies an unnatural Death,
whether by a quicker or a flower Poifon, makes
a Part of this aggregate Sum. The Advantages
of every regular, induftrious Subje&, both as
to his Labour and Expences, are much more
confiderable with refpe& to the National Safety,
Wealth and Taxes, than from the little Atten-
tion paid to Confiderations of this Nature feems
generally to be apprehended : And Deftruction
of Pegple is a Lofs of that kind, which no pre-

fent Sums of Money will fupply or compenfate.
If the growing Evil is ftill negletted, and
Debauchery, Vice and Murder are ftill to in-
creafe ; if Death and Hell are to open their
Jaws yet wider, what can be hoped for here-
after P—Hereafter, when every Pretence, I can-
not fay Argument, for this Indulgence will
have acquired new Force; when, like other
bad Practices and bad Habits, zAis allo will
{pread and gain Strength by Time; when pri-
vate Profit will become more extenfive, and of
courfe its Efforts more powerful ; and when
large Additions will be made to the Produce of
this Tax, What is zhen to be expected, if no
Redrefs, no Remedy is provided Now ? The
ruinous Scene, that muft in this Cafe ere long
b appear,
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appear, is too plain to need Defcription, and
too dreadful to be looked upon without the ut-
moft Grief and Horror ! 3

Whatever Reafons might prevail for making
an Experiment of the prefent Method, the
Confequences of this Trial are now well known
and too fenfibly felt ; or whatever Neceflities
might intervene in the Progrefs of an expenfive
War ; thefe Confiderations fubfift no longer :
And the Redu@ion of Intereft upon the Na-
tional Debt is become a Circumftance of great
Weight, :
 The Interef? of the Debt for which this Duty
was mortgaged, is zow reduced Ore-eighth, and
in a few Years will be reduced One-fourth. - A
lefs Produce therefore from this Duty upon Spi-
rits will be fully fufhicient to fatisfy the Intereft
of the Debt. And if we fhould be fo happy as
to fee the Confumption of thefe now very low-
priced Spirits confiderably leflened ; a greater
Duty upon a //s Quantity will produce the fame
Revenue.  But if there thould flill be /o77¢ De-

ficiency ; iszbar aConfideration of weight enough
in the Views of Policy, Humanity and Religion,
to balance all the grievous Evils which the
wicked Pra&ice of drinking thefe cheap Spirits
{o extenfively produces? But befides the {ignal
Bleffings, which évery' Chriftian, that engages
in {o pious; humane, and compaflionate a

3 - Work,



Work, may expe& from Hiwm, who came not to
deftroy Mens Lives but 2o [ave them ; there is
great Reafon to apprehend, that an ample Com-
penfation for fome Lofs in this one Duty, would
certainly arife in many Particulars, from the en-
creafed Labour and Confumptions of a growing,
inftead of the prefent declining Number of fober,
orderly, induftrious Labourers, ManufaQurers.
and Artificers ; even ﬁlppﬂﬁn that the en-
¢creafed Duties upon Malt, Hops, &c. thould
make no Amends ; nor any ozher proper Eqm-
valent could  poffibly é-z’ be devifed. For, permlt
me to obferve, my Lord, that the Vlew is' by
much too narrow and contra.c’.’ced if no other
Obje&t is looked at, but the growing Produce
of one fingle Duty ; or, pofibly the Sale of fome
damaged Corn. | .

How many thoufand Confumers of the gene-
ral Produ& and Manufa&ures of the Kingdom
are annually Z/led ; and of courfe all the Be-
nefit that would ' have arifen from that whole
Number and from their Offspring, certainly loft
‘to the NVation, and to the Revenue too for ever |

And how many Commodities, and how many.
Utenfils “does this pernicious Gif fupplant or.
fupply the Place of, to zhgfe Wretches addiced
to it; who as yer crawl about, a pubhc Nufancq?
Fow much lefs Bread- -corn, Malt ‘Hops ; how

much lefs Meat of all kinds ; how much lefs
b 2 | Cloaths,
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Cloaths, both Linnen, Woollen and Leather,
&c. &c. &c. do thele befotted, miferable
Creatures confume than an equal Number of
{fober and laborious Subjeés of gue fame Rank ?
Look in upon the Dwelling of a regular in-
duftrious Workman of the like Occupation with
the Slaves to Gin : How many Trades have been
employed to provide Cloaths and furnifth a
homely, but decent and cleanly Habitation for
himfelf, his Wife and healthy Children, while
the noifome and filthy Abode of Gin-drinkers,
if they have any fettled Abode at all, fhall be
void of every thing decent or even neceflary ;
and no Wonder, for this intoxicating Liquor
which confumes the Zizz/e that they earn, (and
very little they do earn) does literally become
their Victuals, Drink, and Cloaths ; as Variety
of Tradefmen daily find by {fad Experience.

Many other Reflections muft naturally arife
upon this important Subject.—Bloodfhed and
Slaughter, in Europe at leaft, are indeed at pre-
fent ceafed, and open War is'at an End. But
are Difputes and Contentions of another kind
entirely extinguifhed ? Is there no Skill and Ap-
plication employed to reftore and ftrengthen the
Sinews of War, where they have been lately
ftrained and weakened ? Are there no lively
Contefts for Trade, for Riches, for naval

Strength, for the Increafe of People, Power and
| 6 Re-
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Revenue, by domeftic Regulations as well as
foreign Acquifitions, enlarged Dominion and
Extent of Country ? Or are there no Endea-
vours ufed to acquire and fecure fi7/# a civil and
-commercial, and zben perhaps more eafily a mi-
litary and maritime Superiority ?

Can any Period of Time, then, ever furnifh
more perfuafive Inftrution IMMEDIATELY to cx/-
tivate the Arts of Peace; to promote Sobriety,
Virtue, Induftry; to encreafe as much as pofli-
ble the Number of laborious, regular, ufeful
Subje@s ; a4z leaf?, to beftow the utmoft Appli-
cation and Care to prevent the daily 7#7afle and
Diminution of that great Support to every
Country, and to reftrain and fupprefs the In-
creafe of ungovernable and furious Invaders of
Life and Property.

In every falutary Attempt for Reforma-
tion, we have the great Blefling of being
{fecure of the chearful Concurrence of a moff
gracious Pr1NcE, ever watchful for, ever
happy in the Happinefs of his People.. And in
Truth without any great Degree of Forefight,
*tis ealy to predi&, that Ais Majefly’'s moft pa-
ternal and feafonable Recommendation from the
Throne,  to enforce the Execution of the
¢« Laws, and fupprefs thofe Outrages and Vio-
¢ lences which are inconfiftent with all good
¢ Order and Government, and endanger the

“ Lives
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“:Lives and PI‘DpEI‘tIES of his Subjéds,”” will
never be carried into Execution, or have any to-.
lerable Effect, 1 if the lower Penple are ftll al-
lowed to difquaiify"thclnfelves for honeft  La-
bour, by ‘enfeebling” their Bodies and intoxica-
ting thf.’ll‘ Minds; andwith @ Fury too: that is pe-
culiarto thofe fiery Spirits; by which they are made
drunk ; if a neceflitous Wretch, ‘eager for the en=
Chantlng Poiion, andwnhoutmuchMoney to pro=
cure it, can extinguith;:forlefs than zwePence all
Senfe Uf Duty, Shame or Fe At{, and is {ure tofind’
Company ready to fuggeft or joinin the greateft
A&s of. Villainy .and ‘Qutrage 5 no fubjeguent
Pum{hmeﬂt however {evere, or hibw many Sub-
{oever are.putto Death ~will: cure:- thefes
einous Evils. - Emboldened: W:retclles, prompt=
ed by Want, and infpired by Gin,.will: enter
upon  the moft daring ‘and audacious Aéts  of
Wickednefs; defpifing Law and Punifhment. .
PRFvENTWE Wifdom therefore, is the moft
natural, the moft humane, not indeed the 70/,
but the only ErFrcTUAL Means to deliver us
from 'the formldable Enm*mitles that are danly
encreafing. . BT b vin
GiN may be kr:pt out (}f the Reach of a poor
Creature';  but if once you {uffer him to be: en-
raged with that peftiferous Liquor, ’tis fpeaking
to the Waves in a Storm, when you attempt by
Jubfequent Penalties to reftrain him from any
Theft or Murder, or any other atrocious Wick-
ednefs,



fisd); .
ednefs,  which a 'drunken ‘Comfpanion rédom?
fnends as ‘the {ureft Medns' to enable him to
quench with frefh Supplies of Spirits; that burn-
ing Thirft and Longing, whlch thtﬂ, Spirits con-
ftantly create.

Whether the Gentlemen of the Arm}r expe-
rienced any Difficulties in' raifing the neceflary
Recruits during’ the laft War, national Pru-
dence would not perhaps publickly enquire : It

can however give no Offence to affert, that it
certainly is of the utmoft Confequence, that
there thould always be a fufhcient Number of
able-bodied Men - to bear "Arms in Defence of
their injured Country ; and that Sobriety, Regu -
larity, and ftri& Difcipline, thould be conftantly
preferved ;  to which good Purpofc the drinking
mﬂammﬁory and intoxicating Spirits is b}r no
means likely to'contribute. '

I am fenfible the Calculation wﬂl be thou ht
and really is, very much’ too:low, if, beﬁdes
thofe who are  enfeebled and: difg m!ﬁfd for Ser-
vice, which is #o fmall Numbery we {uppofe only
Sifty thoufand Perfons, who might bhave carried
Arms when the ‘public Sqfet) Jequucd to pe=
rith by thefe deftruétive quuors, in the Courfe
of tf:n'Years - And 'who “canfay. that in lefs
than "half that" Space (of Tlime, > the Religion,
theé Tiberty; ‘the- very Being of thisfee: and Prox
teftint Kingdom may not depend upon, may

‘not be loft f'ﬂr the want of half that Number of
able



able Men in’'a Day of Battle | Will the Advance
of oze Tax, even though in no wife balanced by
numerous Lofles upon other Articles; will this
Price of Blood make any Recompence for the
Lofs of fo many Lives, or fupply that moft im=-
portant of all Dericiencigs, the Want of Men
to fight for their injured or invaded Country? .

How oddly extravagant and monftrous would
the Propofal appear, if any Power with whom
we were actually engaged in War, as the fureft
Method of preferving their own Forces and de-
ftroying the Enemy, fhould offer twice the Pro-
duce of the Duties upon Gin, for the avowed
Liberty of poifoning half the Number of Brizifb
Subjeés able to bear Arms, which this liquid
Fire, beyond all Denial, annually burns up and
confumes : And yet, the Lofs and Injury to the
Nation is the very fame, by whatever Hand the
People are deftroyed ; or whether the poifonous
Potion is prepared in an Englifb or a foreign
Alembic ; with this only Difference, that in the
prefent Method of Slaughter, our Enemy would
fave the Expence, and yet derive the fame Ad-
vantage from diminifhing the Number of our
fighting Men, o

Unhappy Britain and undone for ever ! If the
boafted Wifdom of the prefent enlightened Age,
even in a Time of public Peace and Tranquil-
lity, can only raife Supplies for national Service,

by
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by murdering its Inhabitants and leflening
‘T'rade in numberlefs Branches | *T'is indeed very
true, that there is no pofitive Law, no formal
Injun&ion, to commit thefe numerous Murders.
But yet it is as true, that whatever Indulgence
is allowed in Cafes lefs atrocious, in the Death
of a Subject the Law confiders every Perfon con-
cerned as Principal, and does not even admit of
Acceffaries in Murder : Nor is it lefs certain,
that Commivance in Cafes of this Nature is En-
couragement, according to the allowed Maxim,
gui non probibet, jubet : The Sword of Autho-
rity 1s not borne in vain; and it 1s the great
End and Defign of Government to preferve Life,
as well as Property ; and with this View, to
punith, reftrain, and, if pofiible, extinguith
Wickednefs of every kind : And the more enor-
mous and extenfive any Vice becomes, Theft,
for Example, in the public Streets, or private
Houfes, or Forgery, or Murder ; the more fe-
rious ' and earneft Endeavours are in all {uch
Cafes juftly called for to difcourage and fupprefs
the growing Evil. .

Is the Lofs of a fingle Subje& by Mutrder, or
is a fingle Robbery made capital and acually
punithed with Death ? And is it of no Confe-

uence ? Is it below all Attention and Regard,
if Thoufands of Lives are every Year deftroyed ;
and the Public defrauded of the manifold Ad~

C vantages,
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vantages, all the Riches and Strength, that-
would arife from the Multitudes of its loft Sub-
jects ?  The antient Precaution Ve quid detri--
menti capiat Refpublica is a primary Confidera-
tion in every well ordered State: And if any
Species of Liquor, tho’ perhaps fomewhat flower
in the Operation, does yet prove as pernicious
and fatal as infe@ted Meat or infected Goods,. is
there not the fame Reafon in true Policy; and.
the fame Juftice to the Community, to lay Re=-

ftraints upon figuid, as upon Jelid Poilons P
Tofay,—* What can be done ? Alas! thePeo~
“ ple wi/ have this liquid Poifon,” is. one of
the moft dreadfi/ and molt fazal Declarations
that can poflibly be made, not only as it is con=
trary to the fundamental Principles upon which
Communities fubfift, -and deftroys Government
itfelf, by transferring to the inconfiderate #77//
and Pleafure of the Multitude, that Power and
Authority, which belong o#fy to Low and the
civil Magiftrate ;. but alfo as fuch defponding
Lamentations, whether fincere or not, entirely
difcourage that //7if7 Attention, that affive Vi-
gilance which fhould be conflantly employed to
reftrain and abolith any Vice, that is {fo-extreamly:
pernicious in all Refpeés..  Suppofe the Popu-
lace enflamed againft the prefent Diftribution of
Property, and dilcovering by outrageous Overt-.
Acts, the firongelt nclination to bring it nearer:
3 to
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to an Equality, and encouraged hercin by foreion
Afliftance ; would it be thought a tolerable Ex-
cufe for fuffering their 277/ to prevail, meerly
becaufe they are eager for this Change, and may
find fome prefent Gratification from a new Al-
lotment ; when Reafon and public Utility fo
loudly declare againft any fuch Indulgence ?

If there be any confiderable Power in Ex-
rope, that looks from the Continent with an Eye
of Envy upon this great Ifland, which perhaps
our Induftry and Virtue might eafily excite;
what Grief and Indignation would arife in every
Englifb Breaft, ever to {fee that Envy changed for
Pity and Contempt, exulting with too reafon-
able a Satisfattion, and a fort of triumphant
Complacency, very naturally derived from the
Continuance of this fore Deftruion among usy
that with a {peedy Ravage is accomplithing zheir
Withes, by daily wafting ow» Strength and di-
minifhing oxr Numbers ! *

But this, my Lord, I truft can never be our
unhappy Lot: The Wildom, the Policy, the
Virtue, the Refolution of this Country can ne-
ver fink fo low, as to be unable or unwilling to
contrive, or dare to execute a Scheme of Deli-
verance from Deftru&ion fo certain and fo ap-
parent.

In order to accomplith this moft defirable
Deliverance, it may not perhaps be requifite,

g 2 . that
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that the whole Art of diftilling Spirits fhould
be entirely abolifhed ; or the Door opened wider
than at prefent for the pernicious Introduction
of foreign Spirits that pay no Duty. It muft
be acknowledged, that Reafons of fome Weight
are offered againft totally deftroying the Diftil-
lery 5 but yet, unlefs the Diftilling Trade come
under fome effeé?ual Regulations, and the vend-
ing in fo many Places, at fuch extreme low Pri=
- ces, fuch prodigious Quantities of thofe {piri-
tuous Liquors, which in poifonous Streams- now
overflow the Land, be 7eally reftrained’; what-
ever becomes of the Brizj/b Diftillery, whether
that be, or be not deftroyed—the Bririfh Na-
tion certainly is deftroyed:

Far from Encouraging, it is one eflential Part
of this neceflary Reformation 7o r¢ffrain, and if
poflible, fupprefs the infamous and daring Practice
of SMuGGLING, big with fo many Evils in Times
of War, as well as Times of Peace. ’Tis im-
poflible (for e at leaft) to refleét upon this
Subje&, and not lament with deep Concern,
the Jate Death of a Nosreman, not more diftin-
guifhed by his high Rank, than by his many ex-
cellent and amiable Qualities: The Bravery, Be-
nevolence, and Love to his Country, which al-
ways adorned his Mind, excited this noble Perfon,
totally regardlefs of the Danger or Fatigue, to
bring to public Juftice fome of the moft-enor-

3 mous
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mous Offenders in the Smuggling Way ; who,
hardened in that bold and outrageous Practice,
and defying Law and Government, had ad-
vanced to the utmoft Lengths of favage Bru-
tality, and thocking: Murder.

"Tis needlefs to be more particular, or fay
how great a Lofs His Family, His Friends, His
Country have fuftained, in this affeGtionate, be-
neficent, brave, and truly great Man; who had
moft juftly acquired a Regard and Efteem, as
unconfined'and univerfal, as was the Benevolence
and Compaflion of the open and generous Heart
of the Duxe or Ricumonpl

But I muft proceed ; unlefs thefe bold and
flagrant Infults upon Law, Juftice and Govern-
ment, be effeGually prevented, any other Re-
medy muft prove imperfect ; for though fome
Difference may arife in the interior Parts of the
Kingdom, yet the prefent Mifchief will cer-
tainly continue near the Shore, if all the Coafts
of Britain can be fupplied with cheap Spirits
from Abroad that pay no Duty.

The prefent Methods for ftopping thefe Enor-
mities, it is. much to be feared, are by no
means fufficient and effe@®ual : Nor will De-
cency or Abilities permit me to prefcribe fuch as
may promife better Succefs. Very eminent and
able Judges of thefe Matters have been of Opi-
nion; that much might be done towards remov-

ing -
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ing this great Bvil, if befides punithing with
Death, poor, inferior Inftruments ; the impar-
‘tial Hand of Juftice were regularly and conflant
1y to extend itfelf to the weal/thy Promoters and
Support of this fraudulent and mifchievous
‘Trafhick; and a Punifhment, in fome Degree,
‘proportioned to the manifold Damage the Na-
tion {uffers, were invariably inflited upon thofe
Perfons, whofe Subftance not only builds the
Vellels, and purchafes the Cargo, but likewife
Jeduces, maintains and encourages the Under-
Agents in this Scheme of Fraud and Outrage.
An Inftance we have at the very laft Execution,
Dec. 30, 1750, in the Account of Fohn War-
ling, aged but 25, who then fuffered Death for
aiding and affifting, ‘with divers other Perfons,
in landing and running Goods, liable to pay
Duty, &c. which is '-fﬂllows—-—'-“ That he
€ \yas bred up to Huibandry by his Parents and
¢ lived with them, and went out to Day-La-
bour in the Neighbourhood, for many Years,
¢ and'was looked upon as a guier, fober Fellow;
“ but as the Itch of being concerned in the
“¢ Smugglers Trade is very catching in that
“¢ Neighbourhood [Budfdal in Suffolk,] he at
¢ length became-one, and was employed as a
Rider, in fetching, and carrying run Goods.
* He was an active, handy, young Fellow, an{d

¢¢ Jo
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“ {6 never wanted for Employ ; and as it was
“ a Bufinefs that brought in greater Gains, and
‘¢ eafier than what he was firft bred to, he grew
« fond of it, and was ready upon all Occafi-
¢ ons.”" *Tis extreamly natural to enquire who
feduced this poor young Fellow by this greater
Gain, and what they have fuffered ?

Another Expedlent has been alfo thought of ;.
the encreafing ftill further the Number of {mall.
Veflels to cruife upon our Coafts, as Occafion
fhall require ; and of a Size and Make beft fitted
to purfue the fmuggling Boats and Cutters into
the. Creeks and Shoals which they refort to ;
and employing in this Service, a proper Number
of a moft brave and ufeful Order of. Men, the
Britith Sailors, under sz Direéion which fhall
be moft conducive to fecure the great End of
the: Appointment.

Whether thefe or feveral other Schemes: will
prove abfolutely effeétual, it would be highly
improper to pafs any Judgment,

The Opinion. however feems very general,
that in order. to prevent the many terrible and
increafing Mifchiefs arifing from the exceilive
Ufe of {pirituous Liquors,. fwe Expedients: are
abfolutely neceflary ; the oze is raifing the Price
of home-made Spirits, which are now pmchaﬁed _
at an 1ncred1b1y fmall Expence ; the ozher pre-

venting, in a great Meafure at leaft, the illegal
Importanon .
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Importation of foreign Spirits, by emcreafing in
every Way, at Sea and on Shoar, the Difficulty
and Hazards of carrying on that moft deteftable
and pernicious Practice, contrary to the Prin-
ciples of true Policy and true Religion, which
requires every Man to render Cuflorn 2o whom
Cufton is due, and Zribute to whom Tribute.

In a Cafe of fuch immenfe Importance to the
Prefervation of numberlefs Lives of Brizifb Sub-
je&s, and to the Welfare and Safety of the Na-
tion itfelf ; where the prefent and future Hap-
pinefs of Millions is cencerned, in this and {fuc-
ceeding Generations ; where an Evil already fo
very extenfive is daily enlarging its baneful Pro-
grefs ; and with a Poifon peculiarly venomous,
enawing the very #itals of a trading Nation, by
{preading largely its fad Infe&ion in Towns and
Villages engaged in Manufaliures, where In-
duflry and Temperance are {o peculiarly effential,
if any Produé of Brstifh Labour is to appear at
foreign Markets : In a Cafe where fuch Variety
of Mifchief, perfonal and public is fo very con-
{picuous ; where undoubtedly the Well-being,
moft probably the very Being of our Country
and Conftitution are-at Stake, in Circumftances
{o juftly alarming, where the Danger is {fo great
and fo manifelt ; Neglet? or Defpondency can

-only haften and compleat our Ruin.

Try
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Try every Method of Cure; leave no one pro-
bable Expedient unattempted ; each Effort may
produce fome good Effeét: Go on; flill go on,
till at laft fome one Regulation or other, perhaps
{everal in Conjunéion, may happily, with God’s
Blefling, accomplifh the defirable Reformation,
and put a ftop to this devouring Peftilence, and
all the Wickednefs and Violence and Mifchief it
produces ; and blefs our Country with Thou-
{ands and Ten Thoufands of fober, induftrious,
happy People! -

In aCafe, my Lord, of this apparent /Ve-
ceffity, the Difficulties which heighten the Me-
rit of the Enterprife, do at the fame time call
more loudly for Zeal, Refolution and Difpatch.
In one plain Word, f{omething muft be done,
and fpeedily too ; or this Nation is certainly un-
done. Where the Dilemma is fo interefting
and fo dreadful, no Degree of Earneftnefs and
Warmth can need an Apology.

'Tis more than probable, this may be the
laft Struggle between Life and Death, the laft
Gafp of dying Multitudes ; and that the Body
politic, notwithftanding the fallacious Ap-
pearance by a difproportioned Refort of People
from all Quarters to the Metropolis, muft gra-
dually decline and foon perifh under this fore
Diftemper, this {preading Peftilence, if imme-

diate
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diate Relief be not properly and effefiually ad-
miniftred.

May the Fountain of Life and Father of
Mercies, infpire us all in our refpe@ive Stations.
with a becoming Zeal upon this great Occa--
fion !

£ am my Lorb,
With great Refpeft for Your Lordfbip,,
and the Government of the Gity,,
Your Lordfbip's

Moft Obedient Humble Sérvant;,

¥ESAAC WORCESTER..
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QO INCE the Conclufion of the foregoing Pages, to

my great Surprize 1 was informed, that fome Arga-
ment or other was drawn in  Favour of thefe pernicious
Spirits from the Bills of Mortality. 1 thought it incumbent
upon me to examine the real Fa& from thofe authentic
Accounts annually publithed, by the Company of Parith-
Clerks, which, tho’ not exaé?ly accurate, yet, when com-
pared with zhemfelves, one Year with another, muft be fup-
pofed egually juit.

The Fa& then ftands thus 3
The CHRISTENINGS were no more in the Year

1748, than —_ 14,153
1749, e 14,260
1750, 14,548

This at a Medium amounts to 14,320 per Ann.

But if we look to preceding Years the Chriffenings are
smuch more numerous ; for in

TheYear 1731, the Chriftenings were 17,830

1732, — — 17,788
| SORP el i —  17:465
The Medium of thefe 3 Years is 17,694

The annual Difference then in this flort Tralt of Time
is 3,374 Chriftenings !

But if we go ftill a little farther back, the Cafe will ap-
pear yet more evident and glaring.

The pernicious Pratice of drinking thefe deftrucive
Spirits began to be more frequent and extenfive about
the Year 1722; and the Chriftenings near that Time
ftand thus

1723, 19,203
1724, P 19,370
1725, S —— 18,859

d 2 From
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From that Time to the prefent, the Decreafe, with fome
little Variations, has been very gradual, and in this View
it now amounts to near 5,000 Chriftenings lefs than in the
Year 1723.

What an amazing Lofs is this to be annually fuftained
in thofe Parifhes, and among thofe People only, who are re-
gifter’d by the Company of Parith Clerks ! More than the
ene fourth of the whole Number, every Year!

This Proportion will carry on our melancholy Thoughts

with fome Degree of Certainty, to thofe many, and fome
of them very populous, Places near the Cities of London and
Weftminfler, not included in the above annual Accounts of
the Bills of Mortality ; as for Example, Camberwell, Chei-
Jea, Deptford, Greenwich, Marybone, Pancras, Paddington,
Kenfington, Hampftead, Highgate, &c. and will at the fame-
Time enable us to frame a proportional Calculation of the
terible Havock and Deftrution of the human Species,
made by thefe peftilential Spirits in manufa&uring Towns,
and other diftant Parts of the Kingdom; according as this
fatal Poifon appears to be proportionally {preading in thofe
feveral Places.

In the Burials, as regifter'd by the Parith Clerks, there-
is no great Difference at the different Times ; thus for Ex-.
ample,

In 1731, there were — 235,262, In1749—25,516.

17312, 23,258. 175§0-=-23,727..

But as to Burials 1 am credibly informed, that fince
a late Pratice has prevailed of having no Intercourfe with.
the Parith Officers vpon the Removal of a Corpfe, there
is 7o Entry made of that very great Number which are now
annually removed to Places near and remote ; thefe not be-
ing entred with the Company of Parith Clerks, by whom
alone the publick Account is given. And:if all fuch Deaths
were added to the Number of regiftred Burials, it would:
very much fwell the Account; and occafion a ftill greater
Difproportion between the prefens Numbers of Births and

| Burials
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Burials; for upon due Enquiry it appears that the Number
of the Lnrpfes now carried away, is much larger than it was
fome Years ago, or than is commonly apprehended.

*Tis impoflible, nor is it neceflary, to be minutely
exact, as to the Number of People in the City and Sub-
urbs ; it makes no confiderable Alteration, if we take the
common Calculation, and fuppole the Number to be
8 50,000..

Then, as 17,604 Chriftenings is to 850,000 People ;.
fo is 14,320— to 687,916. The Difference is no lefs
than 162,084 People, who upon this Proportion, founded
on the Number of Chriftenings, appear to have been di~
minifthed, computing only from the Year 1733.

If r_mly the fameNumber die from a decreafed Stock ;
and if the Supply is {0 inadequate to the Lofs, it cﬁrtaxnly
becomes a Matter of very melancholy and ferious Con-
fideration, The fame fad Truth might be confirmed by
various otherCircumftances, which I will not enter into.

But to avoid all little Cavils, and the fuppofed Opera~
tion of other Caufes, which it is extremely difficult to
aflign in a Deffruétion fo exally cowval with Gin, and
which has manifeftly encreafed, as the Ufe of that per-.
nicious Liquor has encreafed ; fuppofe inftead of a De-
creafe of near j,000, we only reckon 3,500. . This
Abatement ‘will more than- account for every otber pollible
Caufe of the Decreafe; and this reduced Account leaves
the Nation. under the deplorable Circumitances of lofing,
in one Diftri&k, more than 10,000, every three Years, even
fuppofing thefe confuming Flames did not continue, as
they have undoubtedly hitherto continued, with eacreafing
Devaftation, to burn up the Human R.eu:-t

This exceffively large Allowance is made, ' not becaufe
there appear any Reafons for it; but effectually to cut
.up by the Roots all frivolous Caufes of the Diminution,
that might be affigned, in order to weaken or fet afide

the juft Conclufion, that would demonftratively arife
5 even
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even from Half this important annual Lofs. And if the
late War {hould (as is very natural) be thought of upon
this Occafion ; I beg it may be obferved, that befides the
Neceflity of employing every proper Method to repair
the Lofs of Pcople zhen {uftained, it appears that in the
Year 1724, the Number of Children Chriftened was
19,370 ; butfincethat Time, as thisPeftilence of Gin has
{fpread, the Number of Chriftenings has been leflened ; and
in fuch Manner, that in No one Year fince, the Chriftenings
have ever amounted to 19,000 : But, on the contrary, in
Times of Peace, as well as War, have gredually, with
fmall Variations, continued to decreafe. ‘1 hus, in the
Year 1734, 7. ¢.in Ten Years, they were reduced from
19,370 to 17,630. And, fince that Year, the Chriften-
ings have-never once reached 17,000, But, in the Year
1743, they were reduced to 15,050. And fince that Time,
notwithftanding the Peace, and the laznge Difbandments
confequent thercupon, the Chriftenings have never arifen to
15,000—But (I repeat it again) in the Year 1724, they
amounted to 19,370 !

Pofiibly the Cafe of the CiTy oF PaRris may convey
fome ufeful Inflruction, it certainly conveys very full Ev;-
dence of the happy Effects of the Police and Sobriety which
are maintained in that populous Place.

The refpective Accounts for the laft Year ftand thus,

Paris — — 10,038 bt i
e I M}ﬁgg(l‘hnf’tenmgs.

B g —

Difference 4,487

T.onDON —— 23,727

Parrs ity 1 8,084} Burials.

Difference 5,643
So
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So.that Paris has more Chriftenings ~ — ;1"3487
‘ fewer Burials - — 5,643

Difference upon both Articles #bisYear 1T 0,130 P

Again ; In PArizs, notwithflanding the prodigious Re-
fort of grown People, from the Provinces of IFrance and
all other Parts of Europe, Nunneries, &c. the Supply by
Chriftenings exceeds the Lofs by Burials. —_ 95T

In LonpoN, the Cafe is unhappily 7nverfed and the
Lofs by Burials exceeds the Supply by Chriftenings. as many
THOUSANDS, ViZ. e 9,179

N.B. The Number of Faundlmg Children, receiv’d into
the Hofpital of Par1s this Year was, — 2,785

Mr. Maitland in his Hiffory of London, p.548, has. given
an Account for nine Years (1728—j3736) of the Chrift-
enings and Burials at PAR1s,

The Medium of Clriffenings for that Period is, 18,688
of Burials — — 17,804

More Chrifenings than Burials - 884

"The melancholy View of the fame Events at Lonpon fer
the fame. Period { 1728-—1736) is quite the Reverfe, for

the Medium of Burials is, i 1,206,501
of Baptifins . 17,211
More Burials than Baptifms evesy Year —- (.3 Sc!

And what i1s' an additional Misfortune, the Chriftenings
Jince that Time, as has been obferved, have greatly decreafed,
and do not mow amount to 15,000,

Thefe Calculations are not offered, as drawn up with
Mathematical Certainty, but only, in a general Way, and
upon comparing fimilar Accounts together; And in this

Light,
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Light, the grofs Evidence, without regarding every minute
Circumftance, is very fufficient to prove a great D:fpm-
portion _in the Increafe and Decreafe of People in the
different Cities, as Sobriety and Regularity have refpeétively
greater or lefs Inﬂuence; and give a clear View, what pro-
digious Refources for Manufactures and Commerce, for Fleets
and Armies, muft continually arife, with great Superiority,
where a prﬂa’fﬂr and prolific PoL1CE really takes place!

I defire not to aggravate the Cafe. I cannot do it, and
1 forbear to enlarge upon many, very many, moft me-
lancholy Particulars; or to compute the fhort, miferable,
ufelefs Lives of thofe wretched Infants, not in the pre-
{ent black Catalogue, who are brought into the World by
Parents, enfeebled by thefe Spirituous Liquors; and chiefly
fed, for the little Time they continue in the World, with
inflammatory Spirits, which foon confume a Fabrlc {o
very flight and delicate.

But to give a fomewhat jufter Idea of the 'dreadful
Havock of the Human Species made by thefe baneful Spirits,
it may not be improper briefly to obferve, that befides the
before-mentioned important _Annual Lo{'s to the Nation,
fincethe Prev alence of Gin, bythe Decreafe of near 5,000
Chriftenings in thofe Parifhes :mf} that are recounted in the
Bills of Mortality, the Number of Chi/dren, not exceeding
Jfive Years old, who have annually died fince the fame moft
unhappy Ara, is prodigious, and appears with a dreadful Dj/-
proportion upon a juft Comparifon.

The Calculations of the learned and accurate Dr. Halley,
will enable us with too much Certainty, to form this me-
lancholy Comparifon. The City of Breflaw, which cannot
differ greatly from other Places, furnifhed the Materials for
his Calculations. The annual Births #here he ftates at a Me-
dium to be 1,238 ; of thefe, it appears by the Tables, there
died in the firf#Year 348 ; and between one Year and j;x com-
pleat, 193; fo there remained alive, out of 1,238, after

fix Yesars, 697. In
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In Lonpon the Chriffenings, ataMedium for the laft fen
Years, bave annually amounted to 14,4¢7.

But the annual Number of Children in Loxbpon,
who have died under five Years of Age, at a Medmm,
amounts to no lefs than 10,590 !

Whereas theProportion, even at fix Years of Age, fhould
be no’more than 6,31

So that the Lofs to the Public, by the premature Death
of weakly, fhort-lived Children, in one Diftri¢t only, without
including #hofe Children of Gin-Drinkers, who die unbapti-
zed, amounts to the aftonithing Number of above Iour
Tb&zﬁﬁd two Hundred !

And, how .dreadful is the Thc::ubht this Lofs is re-

peated everyYear !

It would not be unworthy of the Magiftrates of Londosn,
or of the greateft Affemblies in this Kingdom, ftrictly and
immediately to enquire--=Of all that large Number cf Pa-
rith-Children; who for the laft twenty Years have Dbeen
committed to the Care of Parith-Nurfes, how few, how
extremely few are now alive? And how thefe Children
arequieted 2 — Quueted indeed, poor, mnocent,* helplefs
Babes, with Drams of Gin'! which foon put an End ta
their tender Lives, to the Charge of thé Parifb, and the
Advantage that would arife to the Nation—~— The Na-
tion for whofe Safety and Prefervation every uprlght,,
thoughtful Man will tlemble if ever it comes into that
deplorable Condition, that not only the prefent Number
of labouring People becomes idle, debauched, profligate,
outrageous ; if not only the Number of working Hands,
our real ‘Htrn:ngth and Riches, isannually diminithed, but
the prolific Faculties, w hu‘:h thould furnith a Suppl}, are
t]'lem&:lvf:s extinguifhed ; all which may every honeft Eng-
lifbman and good Chriﬁian, ferioufly and fpeedily endea-

yvour to prevmt[ Amen,
{ 5



PENNANTI Mavyonr:

TUESDAY, the 242b Day of Apr1L,
1750, and in the Twensy-third Year
of the Reign of King GEOR GE
the Second of Great-Britain, &,

T is ordered, That the Thanks of this Court,

be given to the Right Reverend Father in
Gonbp the Lord Bithop of Z7orcefler, for his Ser-
mon preached before this' Court, and the Go-
vernors of the feveral Hofpitals of thisC1 T v,
at the Parith Church of St. Bridget, on Monday
in Eaffer Week laft, and that he be defired to

print the fame.
MAN.



JO B, Guar. V. Ver. 16.

S the Poor hath Hope, and INIQUITY
Sloppeth bher Mouth.

T H ESE Words contain an Obfervation

made by one of the Friends of Jos,

upon the Condué of the great Ruler of

the World, whofe impartial Juftice punifhes the
ol 2t thal Guilt, whilit his Goodnefs and
Mercy relieve thE: diftrefled Soul, ‘ #bar zhefe
which mourn may be exalted to S.f:zfe{y - By this
different Treatment, accordmg to their different
Chara&er, the Afﬂt&ed receive Comfort, and the
Unrighteous are filenc’d and reftiain'da 5 Jo the
Poor hath Hope, and Iniguity floppeth ber Mouth.
This Refle@tion, though it has not the Form,
hath yet all the Force of a divine Command,
as the Condu& of God Himfelf, and the Max-
ims of divine Government, furnifh the moft in-
ftru&ive and moft excellent Rules for human
Behaviour : And hence the Duties {uggefted in
the Text are not only #/uflrated, but’ firongly
X enfore’d
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enforc’d by the Pra&tice of the wifeft and beft
of all Beings.
The Words therefore, very fuitably to the
prefent Joyful and Chriftian Solemnity, recom-
mend

- 1. Firff, A careful Imitation of the Divine
Goodnefs, by thewing a compaffionate Re-
gard to thofe who are really deftitute and

afflited ;—/0 the Poor hath Hope. And

II. Secondly, The Reftraint and Corretion of
the Diforderly and Wicked ;—and Iniguity
Sfopperh ber Mouth.

I. There ‘1s little Occafion to mﬁf’c largely
upon the Obligations, the Neceffity, and the Re-
wards of charitable Compaflion before this Be-
nevolent and Chriftian Audience, who with {o
much Credit and Comfort to themfelves, {o
much Benefit and Advantage to their {uffering
Brethren, are engag’d in almoft every Species of
neceflary and ufeful Charity: Moreover, the
important Arguments for Benevolence and Com-
paffion, founded in Nature, enforc’d by Reafon,
illuftrated by the Divine Example, and enjoined
by Divine Revelation, have been {o frequently
and fo fully urged and recommended from this
Place, that I will not detain you with thefe ge-
neral Topics, however weighty.

Blefled
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- Bleffed be the God and Father of Mercies,
[rom whom originally cometh every good and per-
fect Gift, for the great Succefs that has attended
the pious Endeavours of many Predeceflors in
this Work and Labour of Love !

Very large and extenfive is that Provifion,
which is made in this renowned Metropolis and
its Confines, for the various Calamities to which
frail Man is liable. Here we find fuitable Edu-
cation and proper Inftruction for the Young and
the Ignorant ;—Habitations for thofe, who have
no Place to dwell in ;—Food for the Hungry ;
—~Cloaths for the Naked ;—Medicines for the
Sick ;—proper Reception and fkilful Relief for
the Accidents and Diftempers, to which the
human Bedy is fubje&t ;—and due Care and
Provifion for thofe, who labour under the great-
eft Misfortune incident to rational Creatures, a
diforder’d Mind.

Amidft too many Inftances of very irregular
Conduét in fundry Refpedts, it is the Honour and
Happinefs of the prefent Age, to beftow great
Attention, and adminifter the beft Relief to the

Miferies of Mankind, in the moft fkilful and

moft cffeGual Manner, by the wife and benefi-
cial Inftitution of Hofpitals and Infirmaries.
Not only the o/d Eftablithments have been
{fupported, but zew Foundations very neceflary

and ufeful, have been raifed.
3 Qne
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One very well known is provided for expofed
and deferted young Children ;—and another for
the Relief qf poor lying-in married Women, whe
fully afcertain their legal Matrimeny. There is
another Provifion which well deferves Nofice
and Encouragement a charitable Inftitution,
that takes Care of thofe pitiable Objeéts,  who
are unavoidably excluded from all other Houfes
of Charity, the miferable Poor who are afflicted
with that commeon, but dangerous, naufeous and
infe@tious Diftemper, the S#zall-Pox ;. And alfo a
Provifion for thofe Perfons who defire by Jrocu-
lation, to receive this dangerous Diftemper in the
fafcft Manner, and prevent an unexpeéted Infec-
tion when the Bodyis leaft prepared for it. A
Practice which, upon large Experience, appears
to have been attended w1t11 great Succels, and to
have preferved many Lives.

Thefe different Dcﬁgns, all which, God
knows, are but too neceflary, have fplung trom
thole more anzient Foundations, of which you,
my worthy Brethren, are the bountiful Patrons
and faithful Guardians: Which new Eftabli{h-
ments cannot therefore fail to raife in your ge-
nerous Breafls that fort of Satisfaction, which
Parents feel at the inereafing Profperity of hope- .
tul Children. And, however thefe good ' De-
figns are mului}hcd I can make no Qle{’cion
that the 'y will conftantly enjoy reciprocal good

Wlih{-‘s,
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Wiihes, and the refpective Friends of them be
ready upon all Occafions to adminifter to each
every kind Office and mutual Affiftance ; and
the very Increafe of fuch Inftitutions very much
tends to preferve and enlarge the general Spirit
of Benevolence and Compaffion.

Heartily forry I am to find, that frefb Supplies
are abfolutely requifite to the Support, Conti-
nuance and neceflary Enlargement of thofe feve-
ral moft excellent and ufeful Charities of more
ancient Date, which are now smore immediately
under Confideration. :

‘The Exigencies of every Year, far exceed the
certain aznual Income,  This imiportant Defici=
ency, can only be made up by Providenzial Sup-
plies from generous Benefactors, And for their
own Sakes, and the Sake of the Pcor, may the
Divine Goodnefs raife up many fuch !

The prefent Circumftances of thefe Hofpitals,
and the increafing Number of Sick and Poor,
with ju/? and loud Importunity, call for fre/b and
large Affiftance. Not to mention many other
Arguments ; the Text powerfully fuggelts, that
to pity and relieve thofe who are in Diftrefs
and AffliGion, is to zmitare that heavenly Care,
whereby it is declared, zhz Poor hath Hope ; or
in the expreflive Words of the New Teftament,
it is to be Followers of God as dear Children, and

merciful gs our Father in Heaven is ?‘?z.erﬂ.ffwi.
' The

3
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The amiable Perfection of this great Original,
the Excellence and. Beauty of unlimited Good-
nefs, - if duly regarded, muft prove a fufficient
Perfuafive to {’cud}r thls Refemblance.—The ra-
tional and delighttul Refemblance of that divine
Bounty, '“’hl':h 1s good to all, and fw.éa_,:% tender
Mercies are over all bis Works.

An Example {o perfe&t, and efpecially where
we ourfelves are not the Speﬁawﬂ only, but the
Otjeé?s of this Divine Goodnefs, may juftly warm
our Hearts, to attempt the neareft Imitation,
which human Frailty can accomplifh ; to be
merciful as our Father, our Creator, Preferver
and Redeemer, our kindeft Friend, our con-
{tant Benefator, our Father which is in Heaven
is merciful.

The Obligations to endeavour fuch Imitation,
are very powerful and very numerous: Befides
the Fitnefs and Propriety, the {ubftantial Ho-
nour and folid Satisfa&ion of ftudying this high
Refemblance, it is farther inforc’d by the pow-
crful Motives, both of Gratitude and Duty.

"Tis the Apoftle’s Argument, e ye Followers
of God as dear, <yanizo, that is, as belpved Chil-
dren, favoured with continual Proofs of the Di-
vine Care and Parental Affection : Such a Re-
{femblance is a molt expreflive Inftance of Re-
gard and Homage, ’tis to acknowledge the Di-
vine Authority and our filial Subjedtion, Beasa

| Father
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Father to the fatherlefs, fays the wife Son of
StiracH, and inflead of an Hufband unto their
Mother, so fhalt thow be as THE So N of the
Moft High.

What Opportunities at which you fhould re-
joice, and what Demands with which you fhould
comply, there are to act under this defirable and
honourable Chara&er of a Son of God, the Ac-~

counts now to be read fufhiciently difcover.
[ Here the Annual Account was rmd.]

In, thefe excellent Foundations, you will ob-
ferve, due Provifion is made for the various
Sorts of Diftrefs incident to human Nature,
which fhould in a particular Manner touch the
Heart of thofe, who have refpeéively fuffer'd
any of thefe different Calamities. The Mourner,
who hath loft a tender Relation, may here fym-
pathize with the Fatherlels and the Widow.
Thofe, who by any painful Diftemper have
{pent reftlefs Nights upon a Bed of Languifhing,
may here learn to compaffionate their Fellow-
Sufferers in the fame Way, whofe Anguifh is
greatly increafed by the additional Preffures of
Poverty and Want.

He likewife who hath been preferved in
Health and Gladnefs, and Aazh not come into
Misfortune like other Folk, may, and ought to
exprefs his Gratitude by thewing Mercy to the

f Children
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Children of that heavenly Father, whofe Provi-
dence has lengthened out his Tranquillity, and
made his Cup to run over.

But this benevolent and Godlike Temper, ex-
cellent and praife-worthy as it is, muft however
be regulated by the Rules of Prudence. To give
without Diftinétion, and yield to every loud and
importunate Solicitation, inftead of relieving ho-
neft Diftrefs, encourages clamorous Idlenefs and
Vice ; and of courfe muft prove greatly preju-
dicial not only to the Public, but to thefe Vaga-
bonds themfielves. And here alfo, as was ob-
{erved, in the fecond Place,

~II. We have Divine Providence for our Pat-
tern.- The Poor hath Hope ; — but Iniguity
Jfroppeth her Mouth.

With many excellent Provifions does this re-
nowned City abound, for the Cure and Relief
of the Diftempers and Miferies of Mankind.
Befides thefe, the large and burthenfome Con-
tributions by parochial Aflefiments, which fall
with peculiar Weight upon the laborious Inha-
bitants of a lower Degree, amount to a prodi-
gious Sum! No Care, no Compaflion feems.
wanting for thofe who actually labour under
Diftempers ; and yet, whatever Provifion is
made for Objes when affwally vilited with
Sicknefs and Diftrefs, may it not be juftly fub-

S mitted:
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mitted to this Audience, whether fufficient Pye-
caution is employ’d to ftop the Mifchief in the
Beginning, and effectually prevens Poverty and
Sicknefs by enforcing Induftry, and carefully
preventing an idle, intemperate, drunken, pro-
fligate Life, which at once wafting both Sub-
ftance and Health, produces Want and various
Difeafes ; and, after many Enormities, haftens
Death.

As Prevention is unqueftionably better than
Cure, permit me to enquire whether this pre-
ventive Care will not admit of fome Improve-
ment ; firft, as to the more regular Employment
of the Poor ; fecondly, the reffraining them from
the deteflable and pernicious Ufe of Spirituous
Liguors. : :

I am ftill (as you will obferve) purfuing the
Bufinefs of this Day, and pleading for the com-
paffionate ahd ufeful Foundations defigned to
relieve the Sick and the Diftreflfed ; for that
preventive Wifdom which, befides other good
Effe@ts, difcharges Charity of unneceffary Bur-
dens, muft'of courfe leave ‘@ /arger and more
comfortable Supply for fuch pitiable Objeéts,
whofe Calamities are unavoidable,

How great is the Unhappinefs, how ‘moving
the Confideration, that after the valt Expence
this Kingdom continually fuftains (I fear in too
many Places an increafing Expence) that yet,

f 2 - this
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this good Work of providing for the Poor thould
be {o very defective ; fuch prodigious Sums in-
effeual, and leave {o many miferable Creatures
in vaft Diftrefs!

The prefent parochial Method, liable to many
chargeable Difputes and Litigations and fome
Abufes, where fmall feparate Diftricts make fe-
parate Provifions, manifeftly labours under #wo
of the worft Inconveniencies, that can pofiibly
attend a Defign of this charitable Nature ; it is
very burdenfome, and at the fame time grearly
ineffeltual *.

The Demands of Nature muft be fupplied ; if
fufficient Care be not taken to oblige and compel
thofe idle Wretches, with which this Metro-
polis and the Kingdom in general abounds, the
younger Part of them efpecially, by honeft In-
duftry to earn a Livelihood, they foon fall upen
and grow confirm’d in Methods of f{ubfifting
without Labour.

And when once they are zboroughly entered
into the begging or pilfering Trade, as they find
in themfelves no great Inclination to work, but
Idlenefs grows into a Habit ; {o there are very
few fober Families defirous to receive and em-
ploy Perfons of that loofe Character.

Houfes

* See an excellent Differtation of Sir Fofiab Child’s, upon the Relief:
and Employment of the Poor, in his Difcourfe upon TRADE, &,



(11 )

. Houles of Correction there are, and of great
Ufe ; the Number of Vagrants would without
them, be much more confiderable and pernici-
ous ; but ftill {fome farther Care feems highly
neceflary ; the growing Evil, apparent in nu-
merous bold Robberies and other outrageous
Enormities, may in a little Time increafe {o
faft, as to get beyond the Reach of Cure. As
your Prudence will fuggelt the moft proper Me-
thods to obviate this Mifchief ; your Zeal, I
doubt not, will put thofe Methods into {peedy
and effe@ual Execution !

Crowds of unruly People not joined to a So-
t:lety, by any Bonds of Property or Intereft, may
at any unhappy Junéture overwhelm us hke a
Torrent.

It is very difficult to cure in grown People,
Habits of Idlenefs, rooted and confirm’d by
Length of Time., The Work is much more
eafy to inure Yomth to Labour, and #zrain up a
Child in the Way be fhould go.

And therefore, in a well regulﬂted State not
a fingle Child fhould be brought up in Idlenefs
and Begging : If the Parents cannot provide
for its Inftruction in fome Trade or ufeful Oc-
cupation ; the Community fhould fupply that
material Defect.

To difregard poor, helplefs young Creatures,

is no lefs prejudicial to the Public, than cruel
3 to
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to thefe moft pitiable Objects, who have before
them a whole Life of Guilt and Mifery, if neg-
le@ed ; or by {feafonable Care, a Life of Induf-
try, Virtue and Happinefs. It may in particu-
lar well deferve Confideration, whether the
Number of lewd, abandoned Proftitutes, who
with the Shadows of the Evening croud and
infeft your Streets, debauch the "Servants, too
often the Children of worthy Men, and give
Occafion to Wickednefs, Poverty, loathfome
Difeafes and Ruin; whether thefe pernicious
Creatures, as well as the bold Invaders of Pro-
perty, are not unqueftionably owing to the fame
Negle@, the not inuring them in the early
Stages of Life to fome honeft and induftrious
Employment. _

True Policy therefore, Humanity and Reli-
gion, jointly advife this neceflary Care, to pre-
vent as much as poflible, efpecially in younget
People, that grofs Idlenefs, which is the Foun-
tain and Occafion, the Encouragement and Op-
portunity of {o many other Evils,

"Tis a found Di&ate of civil Prudence, as
well as a Precept -of Chriftianity —if any will
not work who are capable of it, neither let them
eats -
How numerous are the Manufa&ures, that
are or may be carried on in this Kingdom ?
How various the Methods of Empleyment ? I

| - The
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The Sheep of our Fields are Mines of Trea-
fure, if they are made the Materials to exercife
our own Labour ; but become the Riches of
other Countries, when their Fleeces are carried-
abroad unmanufa¢tured. How many other
Methods are there, both in the cultivated, and
uncultivated Parts of this Hland, and now I
may with pleafure add in the OCEAN too, with
which we are furrounded, to furnifh thoﬂ?: who
are fit for Labour, with proper Work and ufe-
ful Employment ?

There are Parts of the Kingdom where Pro-
vifion is cheap and plentiful ; where the indui-
trious Poor would not learn the Amuiements,
the Diverfions, the Extravagance and Vices,
which abound in populous Places, and of which
the Confines of this great City have fo large a
Share. They mightin thefe remote Countries, by
conftant Labourin fome ufeful Manufacture, per-
haps ‘at prefent needlefsly imported, be ef-
feCtually taught and continued in the honeft
Arts of Induﬁry and Frugality : Leflons not {o
eafily learnt, where Men are furrounded with
Examples of Luxury, Extravagance and De-
bauchery l

Every poliible Confideration therei"ore, of
Prudence, Compaffion and Religion, concur in

recommending this important Article of em-

ploying
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ploying the Poor, and engaging the younger Part
of them efpecially in honeft Induftry.

Were the firft Attempts for this good Pur-
pole attended with fome Expence, it would be
an Expence wifely incurred, which with tolera-
ble Care would foon find ample Compenfation,
and prevent the much larger Expences of what
can {carce be called Provifion for the Poor:
Furnithing a young Creature capable of Labour
with Food and Cloaths is by no means fo great
“an A& of real Charity, as to inftruét and inure
that young Creature of either Sex, by Diligence
and Labour to acquire its own Subfiftence ;
and the earlier in Life this Inftru@ion is begun,
the more beneficial in all Refpeés.

Very unbappy and deplorable it 1s, and can-
not fail to touch every rational Heart with deep
Concern, that the Neceflity is fo great to turn
our Thoughts to the Jecond Particular that was
mention’d, the deffructive and faral Ufe of Spi-
ritwous Liguors, which confume the Subflance,
the Zime, the Health, the Underflanding of fo
many of our Fellow-Subjedts ; thofe imzoxica-
ting, inflammatory, baneful Spirits, which de-
prave the Mind, corrupt the Morals, and render
the Zemper furious and favage, ready for every
audacious and wicked Enterprize; but yet
have an enticing Quality, as they give a fhort

Warmth that foon evaporates, and requires a

freth
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freth Supply of the fame pernicious Fewel ;
which, while it heats and enflames, confumes
the Health and Strength of the human Fabrick :
And hence this odious Vice, to the prodigious
Detriment of the Public, as well as the Ruin
- of private Perfons, becomes the moft perni-
cious Peflilence that ever befel this Kingdom,
deftroying in the Courfe of a few Years more
Lives than Sword, or Plague, or Famine have
ever yet deftroyed ; Zffening the Number of our
People by daily Slaughter ; leflening their Ufe-
fulnefs by debauching their Morals and weaken-
ing their Strength ; diminifhing and enfeebling
Pofterity ; and in every Refpeé both as ta
WNumber, Health and Vigour, keeping down the
Offspring and Breed of the Nation. |

What a Gloom does it caft upon this Day of
Joy and Feftivity, to confider that while this’
worthy Audience, with becoming Piety are here
affembled in the Houfe of God, in Behalf of
Charity and Virtue, fo many Thoufand wretched
Creatures are now altually employ’d in multi~
plying Diftempers, now fwallowing thofe deadly
Potions, that by flowér Degrees' indeed, but
with the Cerzainty of a Buller muflt foon fatally
end their Days ;- thofe miferable Days which
have been confum’d in Idlenefs, Tntemperance
and Wickednefs, to the Ruin of “their Health,
and Swbflance, and Families,—and what is

g Jrill
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Sl infinitely more dreadful, the Ruin of their
anmortal Souls | ' .

How infeétious, how fhamelefs is this hor-
rid Vice P nor Women, nor Children efcape its
baneful, odious Influence.

Is it poffible, without much Pity and Con-
cern, mixed indeed with Indignation, to behold
in numerous Inftances, that Part of the hu-
man Species, whofe Modefty and Gentlene(s are
their proper Guard and chief Ornament, zrans-
form’d into. thofe frightful Specacles of Impu-
dence and almeft Fury, which continually in.
every Quarter of the Town, and at every Hour:
of the Day, thock and offend the Sight !

And, if poflible, ftill more dreadful is it to.
{ee Children, young Children, even Babes hang-.
ing at the Breaft, with thole pining, meagre, hag-
ged Laooks, that do at once declare zheir Mifery,
and the horrid Guilt of their unnatural and
cruel ParenTs;—/ad Spectacles indeed !

Relieve your Mind, by turning your Eyes
to different Objects 3 View #bis pleafing Sight,
this fine Colletion of modeft, regul/ar and.
healthy Children here prefent *, brought up and.
educated upon a virtuous Plan. How different
the Appearance ! How ftrong the Contraft |
What humane Delight, what rational Satisfa®ion,,
is derived from {uch a pleafing Sight ? And yet,,
alas | every returning Year fees a much. larger,

NUH‘L‘F
* The Children of CurisT-BospiTAL, &0,
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Number of Poor, innocent, murdered Chil-
dren; really murdered ; dreadful to think
of I Moft inhumanly murdered, and with -
punity too, by direful Spirituous Liquors, ad-
miniffered or derived to the helplefs Infants by
thofe Perfons, whofe peculiar Duty it is to pre-
{ferve their tender Lives.

How affecting is the Thought! that thefe
{laughtered Babes, under better Management,
might have grown up and appeared with the
fame Health and Strength and Vigour,—the
fame good Looks and good Difpofitions as adorn
this agreeable Colle¢tion of Children now before
you, and-might have proved as wfeful to their
Country, as from former Experience we have
Reafon to hope thefe will do.

‘What Heart would not melt, what Eyes would
not diffolve in Tears at the moving, melancholy,
dreadful Sight of fuch a Slaughter, brought into
one View,—a Slaughter much more cruel, and
far more extenfrve than that of Herop | for here
Parents themfelves commit the horrid Execu-
tion upon their owz Children !

I am not aggravating this affecting Subjet—
God knows it needs no Aggravation—it fcarce
admits of Aggravation : I {peak from Con-
viGion,—I {peak from Evidence.

The prodigious, dreadful Havock, made by
thefe pernicious Spirits is no lefs certain, becaufe

g 2 all
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all the daily Victims, Men, Women, Children,
do not fall in our Sight, nor are buried toge-
ther in one, vaft, aftonithing, and fhametul
Heap !

Alas! Public Obfervation and the Records
of Parifhes ¢onfirm the fad and alarming Truth,
with Proofs but too convincing. Many well
fourided Reprefentations have been made of the
pernicious Effeés of thefe Spirituous Liquors,
both at Sea'and at Land, by vigilant and worthy
Magiltrates, and other Rexfont of great Know-
ledge, Integrity, and Public Spirit. " Hear only
the honeft and difinterefted Declaration of thofe
fkilful and able Judges the learned: College of
Phyficians; in their own Words, * We bave,
¢ fay they, with Concern obferved for fomﬁ'.
“ Years aﬂ: ‘the fatal Effells of the frequent
“ Ufe m‘P veral Sﬂrts of Diflilled Spirituous Li-
“ quors upon great NVumbers of borh Sexes, ren-
‘ dering them Difeafed; not fit for Bufinefs,
¢ Poor, a Burden to themfelves and Neighbours,
¢ and too often the Caufe of #eak, Feeble, and
“ Diftemper’d Children, who mu'ﬂt be, inftead
“ of an Advantage and Strength, a Charge to
“ their Countiy.~——This Cuftom doth: every
“ Year increafe, nﬂtw:tthf’candmg our REPEATED
“ Advice to the contrary.”” 'Thus far thofe:
learnéd Gentlemen ; and moft melancholy it is
. cunﬁdf:r how much this pernicious Vme hath

3 79
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mﬁreq/éd fince this Reprefentation was made,
and ss increafing EvERY Day.

My Brethren, thefe Things ought not_fo to be.

What then is to be done to ftop, to remedy
the growing Evil >——INaTTENTION cannot
do it ; Despair will never do it —Public Com-
munitiés and private Perfons, every one in his
refpedive Station muit exert his zealous honeft
Endeavours in this important Caufe; the Caufe
of Religion and Humanity, the Caufe of our
Country, and the Caufe o o

Once ik e upon the good Work—and re-
folve to purfue it—with God’s Bleffing, ‘it is
half accomplifhed.

Let this great and renowned Metropolis and
its prefent worthy Magiftrates, whofe Example
will have an extenfive Influence, immediately be-
gin the defirable Reformation—Their Wifdom
will fuggeft the moft proper Methods, ‘their
Zeal and Firmnefs carry thofe Methods into juft
Execution.

In fuch an Undertaking, fo compaffionare; {o

pions, To ufeful, and fo abfolutely neceflary, the.
Hearts and Hands of all good Men will join.
them—They will want no Credit or Hﬂnour -
no Comfort -or Satisfaction in this World; andi_’
mﬁmtely great tvﬂl ‘be* their Rev.r*ud 111 the.:_
WﬂrId to come.. .. Amenl -

BB
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AP PrE NI X,

HILE the foregoing Sheets were printing off,

the Nation was much obliged, and I truft will be
much profited, by a learned and feafonable Difcourfe, en-
tituled, 47 Exquiry into the Caufes of the late Iﬂrrfa_'/é
qufrm‘-Ra!:éfrs &c. by HEnry FieLping, Efg; Itis
much to be withed that the weighty Cenfiderations therein
offered, may _effeCtually awaken Attention, where it is of
the utmoft Importance and Neceflity it fhould be awake,
The Treatife itfelf has fpread, and I hope will {pread, fo
widely, as to render it fuperfluous to quote many Paflages ;
I fhall therefore only mention a few, which fully confirm
what has been advanced in the foregoing Pages.

P. 18. « Now, befides the moral ill Confequences occa-
¢ fioned by this Drunkennefs, with which, in this Treatife,
<« I profefs not to deal ; how greatly muft this be fuppofed
“ to contribute to thofe political Mifchiefs which this
“ Effay propofes to remedy ? This will appear from confi-
“ dering, that however cheap .this vife Potion may be, the

¢ poorer Sort will not eafily be able to fupply themfelves.
“ with the Quantities they defire; for the intoxicating
“ Draught itfelf difqualifies them from ufing any honeft.
Means to acquire it, at the fame time that it removes
« all Senfe of Fear and Shame, and emboldens them to
“ commit every wicked and dcfperate Enterprize. Many
“ Inftances of this I fee daily : Wretches are ofzen brought
“ before me, charged with Theft and Robbery, whom I
“ am forced to confine before they are in a Condition to be

¢ examined ; and when they have afterwards becomefober, -
' i
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¢ I have plainly perceived, from the State of theCafe, that
“ the Gin aLonE was the Caufe of the Tranfgreflion, and
“ have been fometimes forry that I was obliged to commit
¢ them to Prifon,”

P.22. ¢ Tho' the Encreafe of Thieves, and the De-
« {truction - of Morality ; tho’ the Lofs of our Labourers,
“ our Sailors, and our Soldiers, fhould not be fufficient
¢« Reafons, there is one which feems to be unanfwerable,
« and that is, the Lofs of our Gin-drinkers : Since, fhould
¢“ the drinking this Poifon be continued in its prefent
« Height, during the next twentyYears, there will, by that
“ 'Time, be very few of the common People left to drink
L it*"

There 15 another Difcourfe publithed fome Years ago,
entituled, Diffilled Spirituous Ligquors the Bane of the Na-
tion ; the fecond Editicn: Which is alfo juftly recom-
mended by Mr. Fielding, and contains {o thorough a Dif-
cuffion of this important Subje¢t with Evidence fo con-
vincing, that in hopes the reverend- and learned Author
will foon favour the World with a new Edition of the whole
Book, I fhall not tranfcribe particular Paffages, however ap-
pofite and conclufive.

His Majefty by Royal Proclamations, the Legiflature in
the Preambles to divers Acts of Parliament, the Magiftrates
in fundry Places, many eminent Prelates and other learned
Divines, and likewife the learned College of Phyficians, have
reprefented in the ftrongeft Terms, the infinite Damage
that arifes to the Health, the Lives, the Morals, the Souls
of the People, and the Increafe of the human Species, and.
to good: Order and Government, and the Quiet and Safe-
ty of peaceable Subje@s, from the mifchievous and pre-
vailing Cuftom of drinking thefe intoxicating and inflam-
matory Spirits.

However unwilling I am to fwell this Appendix, I can-
not omit inferting a Colle¢tion made by that judicious and:
vigilant Prelate the late Bithop of Londen, (which he an-

(4] nexed!
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nexed to a Diffuafive from Intemperauce, &c. with a par-
ticular View to Spirituous Liguors) containing {everal publictk
Reprefentations of the pernicious Effeéts of Spirituous Li-

1. The great Mifchiefs of Spirituous Liquors among
the INDIANS.

IN the Books of the Society for propagating the Gof-
pel, mention is made of a fele& Committee at Lambeth,
on the 22d of Apri/ 1710, to confider of the Addrefs of
the Indian Sachems to Queen Anne, &c. and they came
to the following Refolution, among others: :

“ That it be recommended to the Governor of New
“ England, and New York, ftrictly to put the Laws in Exe-
“ cution againft felling Rum, Brandy, and other infoxica-
“ ting Liquors to the Indians, this being the earneft Re-
“ gqueft of the Sachems themfelves.

IL. In the Abfiralt of the Proceedings of the Society for
“propagating the Gofpel, Ann. 1713, ¢¢ is remarkd as

follows :

¢« AM:ONG, the Indians of the five Nations, a Stop
““ hath been put to the fo much expected Progrefs of the
““ Gofpel, under the Condué& of our Miffion from Eng-
““ land, by debauching their Morals ; which is imputable
to fome of our Neighbours, in promoting; Riots and
“ Excefs, by the Sale of Rum fo often prohibited ; and
¢ during which Traflick,; all fober Endeavours ufed for
their Salvation muft be rendered utterly ineffeGual.”

Ll

L11

111

IT1. The bumble Reprefentation of the Cillege of Phyficians .
in London, to the Houfe of Commons, Ann, 17235.

“ WE the Prefident and College or Commonalty of

 the Faculty of Phyfick in London,: who are appointed

] 3 i N ) ' k. L by'.'
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“ by the Laws of this Kingdom to take care of the
¢« Health of his Majefty’s Subjects in London, and within
““ feven Miles Circuit of the fame ; do think it our Duty
“ moft humbly to reprefent, That we have with C-
“ cern obferved, for fome Years paft, the Fasa/ Fjvis
ssiufothe frequent Ufe of feveral Sorts of diftilled Spiri-
« tuous Liquors, upon great Numbers of both Sexcs,
“ rendering them difeafed, not fit for Bufinefs, poor, a
« Burthen to themfelves and Neighbours, and too often
¢ the Caufe of weak, feeble, and diftempered Children,
“ who muft be, inftead of an Advantage and Strength, a
¢ Charge to their Country. We crave Leave further moft
¢ humbly to reprefent, That this Cuftom doth every
““ Year encreafe, notwithftanding our repeated Advices to
“ the contrary. We therefore moft humbly fubmit to
“ the Confideration of Parliament {o great and growing
« an Evil. In Teftimony whereof, we have this 1gth
“ Day of Fanuary 1725, caufed our common Seal to be
“ affixed to this our Reprefentation.”

IV. Preamble to an At (2 Geo. 11.) for laying a Duty upon
Compound Waters, or Spirits, commonly called Gin, &c.

« WHEREAS the drinking of Spirits and Strong

«« Waters, is become very common amongft the I’eoplc
« of inferior Rank, and the conftant and exceflive Ufe
« thereof tends gleatly to the Deftrudtion of their Healths,
“ enervating them, and rendering them unfit for ufeful
¢« Labour and Service, mtoxicating them, and debauch-
“ ing their Morals, and driving them into all Manner of
€ VICE}: and chkﬁdneﬁ ;s the Prem ention whereof would
““ be of the greateft publick Good, and Benefit; and
¢¢ whereas it is found by E\.pﬂneuce that the great
“ Temptation to fuch licentious Ufe of thefe pernicious
“ Liquors, is from the Cémplrzg} thereof, &e. :
1 Vs
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V. Preamble to an A8 (9 Geo. IL) for laying a Duty -
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upon the Retailers of Spirituous Liquors, &c.

“ WHEREAS the drinking of Spirituous Liquors
or Strong Waters is become very common, efpecially
amongft the People of lower and inferior Rank, the -
conftant and exceflive Ufe whereof tends greatly to the -
Deftrultion of their Healths, rendering them -unfit for
ufeful Labour and Bufinefs, debauching their Morals, .
and mciting them to perpetrate. all Manner. of Vices ;
and the ill Confequences of the exceflive Ufe of fuch
Liquors are not confined to the prefens Generation, . but
cxtend to future Ages, and tend to the Devaftation and
Ruin of this Kingdom, &¢.”

VL. Preamble to an A& to prevent: the Importation and.

44
£c
€c
£c
gL
(44
14
£
€«
£f
44
({3
£ 14
g€
€

L 14

Ule of Rum and Brandies in. the Province of Georgia,
Ann. 1735.

“WHEREAS it is found by Experience, that the
Ufe of the Liquors: called Rum and Brandies, in the
Province of Georgia, are more particularly hurtful and
pernicious to. Man’s Body, and have been attended
with dangerous-Maladies and fatal Diftempers, and, if:
not timely prevented, will, in all likelihood, ruin the
faid Colony, and fruftrate your Majefty’s good and fa-
therly Intentions towards fuch of your Subjects as fhall .
go to refide in the faid Province : Aond whereas we

your Majefty’s moft dutiful Subjeéts, the Truftees for

eftablithing the Colony of Georgia in America, have

received Complaints from the Chiefs of feveral of the

Indian Nations inhabitating near to your Majefty’s faid

Colony, of great Diforders amongft them, occafioned

by the Ufe of the faid Liquors, and which are brought
them by the Perfons ufing and carrying on the Indian .
Trade : For Remedy thereof, we the Truftees for efta- -
blithing the Colony of Georgia. in dmerica, humbly -

¢¢ befeech
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““ befeech your Majefly that it may be enaCed, and be jt
“ enacted, That from and after the Four and Twentieth
“ Day of fune, which fhall be in the Year of our Lord
“ One thoufand feven hundred and thirty-five, no Rum
“ or Brandies, nor any other Kind of Spirits or Strong
“ Waters, by whatfoever Name they are or may be dif-
¢ tinguithed, fhall be imported or brought athore, &7,
And then it follows :

‘Which At his Majefty thought proper to refer to the
Confideration of a Committee of his Majefty’s moft ho-
nourable Privy Council, who having received the Opinion
of the Lords Commiffioners for Trade and Plantations
thereupon, did this Day report to his Majefly, as their
Opinion, That the faid A& was proper to receive his Ma-
jefty’s Royal Approbation. His Majefty taking the fame
into Confideration, is hereby pleafed, with the Advice of
his Privy Council, to declare his Approbation of the faid
A¢; and purfuant to his Majefty’s Royal Pleafure there-
upon exprefled, the faid A& is hereby confirmed, finally
enacted, and ratified accordingly.

VIL In a Prefentment of the Grand Jury of the City of
London, Ann, 17435.

“ WE the Grand Jury of the City of London, met at
“ the prefent Seffions at the Q// Bailey, to enquire of and
“ prefent fuch publick Nufances as difturb and annoy the
¢ Inhabitants of the City, think it our Duty to complain
“ of the late furprifing Increafe of Gin-SHops, and other
¢ Retailers of Diftilled Spirituous Liguors, which we
“ have greatReafon to apprehend (if not reftrained) will
“ be attended with the moft dreadful and lafting ill Con-
“ fequences.
** To this pernicious Practice is chiefly owing.——That
* our lower Kind of People are enfeebled and difabled,
* having neither the Will nor Power to labour for an
** honeft Livelihood, &,
h » VIII.
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VIIL, In a Prefentment of the Grand Fury for the County
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of Middlefex, Ann. 17335.

“ W E the Grand Jury for the County of M:ddlefex,
taking notice of the vaft Number of Brandy and Ge-
neva-Shops, &¢. for the Retailing of Gin, and other
Spirituous Liquors ? which being fold at a very low
Rate, the meaner, though ufeful Part of the Nation,
as Day-Labourers, Men and Women Servants, and
common Soldiers, nay even Children are enticed and fe-
duced to tafte, like, and approve of thofe pernicious
Liquors fold for fuch fmall Sums of Money, whereby
they are daily intoxicated and get Drunk, and are fre-
quently feen in our Streets in a Condition abhorrent to
reafonable Creatures,—

“ It is vifible, that by this deftrutive Practice, the
Strength and Conftitution of Numbers is greatly weak-
ened and deftroyed, and many are thereby rendered ufe-
lefs to themfelves as well as to the Community; many
die fuddenly by drinking it to Excefs ; and infinite
Numbers lay the Foundation of Diftempers which,
fhorten their Lives, or make them miferable, weak,
feeble, unable and unwilling to work, a Scandal and:
Burthen to their Country.”

IX. In a Prefentment of the Grand ury of the Tower
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Hamlets, Ann. 1733.

“ WE the Grand Jury for the Liberty of the Towerz
of London and Precinéts thereof, think it our Daty to.
reprefent to this Court, the prodigious Increafe in the
Number of Shops, and other Places, for retailing Gin.
and diftilled Liquors, and the many Enormities that are
occafioned by its being drank by the meaner Sort of
People in this Kingdom, chiefly becaufe they can be.
debauch’d at a very fmall Expence. s
« Tt
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“ It is with great Trouble that We obferve the Num-

“ ber of Gin-fhops to-multiply in every publick Street,
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X. In a Report made to the fuflices of the Peace for the
County ¢f Middlefex, Ann, 173 5-6.

“ I'T is with the deepeft Concern, your Committee:
obferve the ftrong Inclination of the inferior Sort of
People to. thefe deftructive Liquors, and how furpri-
zingly this Infection has ipread within thefe few Years.
Not only the Vicious and Immoral give into this Prac-
tice, but thole alfo-who. to all Appearance are in other
Refpects fober and regular : Not only one Perfon here
and there in a Family, but whole Families fhamefully
and conftantly indulge themfelves in this pernicious
Practice : Fathers and Mafters, Children as well as
Servants,—

“ Your Committee proceeded to enquire, according to
your Directions, into the Mifchiefs arifing from the
immoderate. Ufe of Spirituous Liquors, and more efpe-
cially of Geneva: And thefe, to their great Concern,
appear to be of the higheft Nature, and moft lafting
Confequences ; affecting not only particular Perfons
and Families, but alfo the Trade of the Nation, and
the public Welfare. With refpet to particular Per-
fons, it deprives them of their Money, Time, Health,
and Underftanding; weakens and deftroys their natural
Strength and Conftitutions, and thereby renders them.

* ufelefs to themfelves, as well as to the Community.

L2 4

And when their Spirits are raifed by drinking to Excefs,

*“ they are often carried to a Degree of outrageous Paffion,
“ and become bold and daring in committing Rob-
“ beries and other Offences, for an immediate Live«
“ lihood.

£ 1

“ Farther, they who indulge themfelves in this perni-

cious Cuftom, are thereby rendered incapable of hard
¢ Labour,.
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“ Labour, as well as indifpofed to it ; their Health is
ruined, and their Lives by Degrees deftroyed.”

- XL Ir a Royal Proclamation, March 8, 1737; for putting
in Execution the late Aft againft retailing of Spirituous
Liguers ; the Introdu®ion is as follows:

“WHEREAS, in order to put a Stop to the per-
nicious Practice of common and exceflive drinking of
Brandy, Geneva, and other Spirituous Liguors, fo de-
““ ftrucive of the. Health, Morals,  and Induftry of our
“ Subjedts, and fo manifeftly injurious to the publick

Peace and Tranquillity ; an A& of Parliament was
“ made, &,

€
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XIL. Ina Letter of the Lords of the Privy Council, writ-
ten by bis Majefly's Command, to the Cuftodes Rotulo.
ram, of the feveral Counties, and bearing Date, March
31, 1743 ; it is fet forth,

“That the excefive drinking of [pirituous Liguors has
" not been prevented by former Ad&s of Parliament, but
“ 1till continues the fame ; and 7+ 75 there complained of,
“ As a.Cuftom defiru@ive of the Health, Morals, and

“ Induftry of his Majefty’s Subjefs, and to the Peace of
¢ his Kingdom.”

The pious and benevolent Dr. Havres of Teddington
(Author of, .4 friendly Admonition to the Drinkers of Brand
and other Spirituous Liquors) whofe faithful and fiilfy] Ex-
periments and Obfervations are o well known and approved
in the learned W orld, has upon this Occafion favoured me,
for the Ufe of the Public, with the foilawing Differtation,

On the Un wholfomenefs -and Defiructivenefs of Sermented,
diftilled, Spirituous Liquors,

1T HE Deftru@ivenefs of fermented, diftilled, Spirituous

'quors 15 now become (o flagrantly ¢normous, by fpread-

]I]g
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ing their baneful Influence far and wide, and making yearly
farther and farther Devaftations, both of the Lives and Mo
rals of. Mankind; and even debafing the Breed of Man :
That it behoves all who have any Bowels of Pity for their
Fellow-Creatures, to do their beft .to with-bold and deter
them from it,

That eminent Phyfician Dr. Hyffinan, in his Seven Rales
for preferving Health, exprefsly cautions againft the Ufe of
termented, diftilled Spirituous Liquors. < Becaufe, he fays,
“ they are above all things moft unwholfome, becanfe
“ cauaftick, burning Spirits, by inflaming the Solids, and
““ coagulating and thickening the Fluids, caufe Obfructions,
“ which bring on many fatal Difeafes, fuch as Hectick
““ Fevers,  Jaundices, Dropfies, &¢. whereby -Multitudes
“ are daily and yearly deftroyed. And alfo that they rot
“ the Intrails, fuch as the Liver, Stomach and Bowels, as
« is evident, as he obferves, not only by opening the Bodies
¢ of .thofe who are killed by drinking them; . but alfo by
““ what 1s obferved in Germany, from the Effeéts, which the
¢ cauftick, fiery, remaining Wath of Diftillers, has on the
“ Guts .of Hogs, which are thereby fo rotted, that they
‘“ cannot make Hogs-Puddings with them. And the Flefh
-of fuch Hogs is hereby fo much tenderer, that it will
‘“ not keep by Salting, fo well as the Fleth of other Hogs
“ will do.”” -

Dr. Cheyne, in his Effay of Health and Long Life, fays,
“ People who have any Regard to their Health and Lives,
“ ought to tremble at the firft Cravings for fuch Poifonous
¢« Liquors, .

“ The Maladies begot by them bring forth Neceflity
¢« upon Neceffity of Drams and G#/s, *till at laft 2 kind of
“ Dropfy, nervous Convulfions, a nervous Confumption, ora
« colliquative Diarrbea, or Flux, if not a Frver or a
“ FErenzy, {ets the poor Soul free.

¢ This bewitching Poifon heightens and enrages all their
“ Symptoms and Sufferings ever afterwards, excepting the

¢ few Moments after the taking it down,”
3 It
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It is the well-known Obfervation of the Dealers in Hair
for Wigs, that they can ditinguoith the Dram-drinkers Hair
by the Touch, fin dmg it dry, harfh, and dead-ended, and
unfic for Ufe. ~ And in the fame Manner thefe Drams fpoil
the Stomach and Bowels, the Liver and Lungs, and the
whole Body of thofe unhappy Perfons addifted to them.

It is alfo found, that thefc pernicious Drams not only
alter the Quality, but alfo by their drying and corrofive
Power, lcflen the Quantity of Hair: And what is a melan-
choly Proof of the great Prevalence of this wicked Praétice,
there is now fo much lefs Hair to be bought among the
lower People, that our Hair-Dealers arc obliged to fend
Money Abroad to purchafe Frepchand other foreign Hair.
So furprifingly exteafive is the Mifchief of Gin-drinking.

I have found, by putting raw Flefh into f{everal Sorts of
diftilled Spirits, v7z. Brandy, Rum, Arrack, &e. that they
all, in a like manner, harden the Flefh by their pernicious
burning cauftic Salts, which are made {uch by the Action of
Fire on them in Diftillation, in the fame manner as Salt-
Petre, from a mild, wholefome Subftance, is, by the Action
of Fire in Diftillation, made one of the rankeft Poifons;
its Salts being by that means formed into fubtile Darts and
Spears, which tear not only all animal Subftances in Pieces,
but alfo the hardeft and moft folid Metals and Minerals.
And accordingly, I have been informed by Diftillers here;
and by Planters in Awmerica; that the more of the Action of
Fire thefe Spirits have undergone, {o much the more fiery
they are.

1t is pretended that Drams comfort, warm, and defend from
the fevere Cold to which Men arve fometimes expofed, which
is probably in a great meafure true of thofe who are much
~ habituated to drink them ; the Blood of fuch being thereby
fo much impoverithed, that many Gf the habitual Drinkers
of Drams are cold and lifelefs, even in the midft of Sum-
mer, without frequent frefh Dmughts of it. But on ‘the
ether hand, how much abler are fober Perfons to endure

3 Cold
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Cold and Hardfhips; their vital Heat not being extinguifhed
with Intemperance, does, by its kindly genial Warmth,
more cffe¢tually fecure them from the Inclemency of Wea-
ther, than the falfe Flath of Heat, which a Dram gives,
Befides, it is well known, that Men did not perifh in the
coldeft Countries for want of Drams, when they were not
to be had. —Of the undoubted Truth of this, Captain Ellis
gives a full Proof, in the Account of his Voyage to Hudfon's-
Bay, p. 199. where he obferves, that the Natives on the
very cold Coaft of that Bay, to whom the French act ina
wifer and better Manner, than to fell them diftilled Spiri-
tuous Liquors, are tall, hardy, robuft, and a&ive. Whereas
thofe of them that are fupplied with Drams from the En-
gli/b, are meagre, fmall, indolent People, hardly equal to
the Hardfhips of the Country, and fubje&t to many Dif-
orders.

It may not be improper here to infert a Panegyric on
Temperance, worthy to be recorded in every one’s Me-
mory. ‘“O! Temperance! thou Support and Attendant
“ of other Virtues! Thou Preferver and Reftorer of
¢ Health, and Protra&tor of Life! Thou Maintainer of
<«¢ the Dignity and Liberty of rational Beings from the
¢« wretched inhuman Slavery of Senfuality, Tafte, Cuflom,
«¢ and Example! Thou Brightner of the Underftanding
« and Memory! Thou Sweetner of Life, and all its Com-
¢ forts! Thou Companion of Reafon, and Guard of the
¢ Paffions! Thou bountiful Rewarder of thy Admirers and
«« Followers! How do thine Excellencies extort the unwill-
« ing Commendations of thine Enemies! And with what
¢ rapturous Pleafures can thy Friends raife up a Panegyric
< _in thy Praife.”

Not only the Bodies, but the Minds, of Men are greatly
infected by thefe corrofive inflammatory Spirits, which ren-
der them in a remarkable Manner favage and furious, ready
for every Violence, and void of all Compafiion, The Effect
is the fame upon Brute Creatures ; for :

1
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It 15 very obfervable, that thefe pernicious diftilled Spi-

rits not only hurt the Fleih but fpoil the Tempers, of Hogs,.
rendering them remerkeb!y cruel to each other,

This 1 have upon good Information. As to the Effe&ts
of the Flefh of Hogs fed by Diftillers upon the Human
Bedy, we have a very authentic Account thereof in a Re-
port from a Committee of the Honourable Houfe of
Commons, to whom was referred, in the Year 1745, the
Petition of feveral YeomeN, Farmers and GRAZIERS,
in the Counties of Mm'dfefex, Surry, and Kent, concerned
in the Growth of Corn, and the Breeding and Fatting of
CarriE ; alfo the' PETITION Ofthe YEOMEN and FAr-
MERS of Ee,f? Kent,

Ir. Timothy Child faid, that he had been in the Bufinefs.
of making of Bacon upwarde of twenty Years: That he had
bought Hogs fatted by Farmers and Diftillers ; that Pork
and Bacon of Diftillers Hogs was not near {o good as the:
Farmers, if*kept any Time; nor was the Fleth fo firm
when dreffed ; that it wafted in the Dreffing very much ;
and that fix Pounds of the Bacon, fed in the Country,
would do as much Service as eight Peunde of what is fed:
by the Diftillers.

Thet the Fleth of Diftillers Hogs would take Salt, bemg
of a foft Nature ; but was unwholefome when kept in Salt
or Pickle any Txme, and half of it would be rotten, when
the Fleth of the Farmers Hogs, kllled at the fame Tlme,
would be very good.

He faid further, That he apprehended the Pork and Ba-
con of Hogs, fed by Diftillers, would not keep good in 2
Voyage to the Eaff of Wefi-Indies ; and that if the Feeding
‘of Hogs by the Farmers was eeeeﬂreged, it would caufe a
great Confumption of Corn. '

Mr, Fobn Fennings faid, that the Commiffioners at “the
-Vitualling-Office had made’ an Experiment, . by falting
fome Meat of Hogs fed b}* Diftillers, and fome of - thiqu

6 ¢
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fed by Farmers; and after each had been barrelled fix
Months, both were opened, and the Diftillers was found
to be great Part of it rotten, and the Farmers very good.

Thefe hurtful Spirits greatly tend alfo to the depraving
the Morals of Mankind, by quenching the Spirit of Re-
ligion to fuch a Degree, as to make them profane and
abandon’d, as to all Senfe of Duty to God or Man ; as alfo
‘wholly regardle(s of their own either prefent, or futore eter-
nal. Welfare and Happinefs. .

Thus, not only their temporal bodily Health is irrepara-
bly depraved to fuch a Degree, as that, by the concurring
Teftimony of all Phyficians, it cannot be reftored ; for
Medicines have no healing Efficacy in fuch Cafes. But
what is infinitely worfe, and an aftonithing Confideration ;
their Souls are debafed and funk, at fo vaft a Diftance, from
all the healing Influences of Religion, that they have no Senfe
of, nor Longings after the Fountain of ever-living Waters.

And fince this Evil is become fo very epidemical as to
debilitate and deftroy Multitudes, how fatal muft it be to
the real Welfare of any Nation, where it rages. Such
weighty Confiderations ought therefore, in Reafon, to roufe
the Governors of the Nation, as tender Fathers, to ufe
their utmoft Endeavours to deliver the people, committed
to their Charge, from this mighty Deftroyer. Can there
be any Confiderations of fufficient Weight to the contrary ?
And will not this in the End be found a more effectual
Means to increafe the real Strength and Wealth of a Nation,
than to make Drunkennefs the cheapeft of all Vices,

—-

As the learned Phyficians at BATH are in 2 particular
Manner converfant with the Diftempers which proceed
from exceflive Drinking, I was extremely defirous of
knowing the Sentiments of that fkilful, humane, and re-
ligious Phyfician Dr. HARTLEY ; who much for the Be-
nefit of Perfons vifited with Sicknefs, has now refided at
that Place for fome Years, His benevolent Regard to his

' i2 Gy Fellow-
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Fellow-Creatures, prompted. him to fend me the following:
very judicious, and very ferious Letter. The Opinion and:
Obfervations of a Gentleman of fo great Skill and Integrity:
have been thought, by very able Judges, too important and
too ufeful to be fupprefs’d ; however, his Mmdeﬁ}r would’
otherwife have declined the Publication of them,

My LoRrbp,

Fear it will not be in my Power to fuggeft any Thing
of Efficacy to ftop the Progrefs of fo great an Evil
as the prefent Practice of drinking Spirituous Liquors ; -how-
ever, as your Lordfhip does me the Honour to. defire my
Concurrence in fo good a Caufe; Ithink myfelf obliged to
ufe my bzt Endeavours, and will accordingly offer fome:
Remarks upon the two Points propofed by your Lordfhip,
VIR, Sl
1, The Nuture and Certainty of the il EffeQs prodiced
by Gin and other Spirituous Liquors, —
II. The moft likely and proper Methods of putting an
effcCtual Stop to the pernicious and fpreading Vice of
drinking them. .
The firjf, Of the ill Effe@s of Spirituous Liquors,
which I fhall confider, is their deffroying Life and Health,
Now in this Refpect they may be ranked amongft Pozfons
for the frequent continued Ufc of them docs as, certainly
deftroy Life, though not in {o thort a Time, as the Bodies
termed poifonous in a Iri& Senfe.  And as Poifons, before
they extinguith Life, diforder the natural Fun&ions, and
occafion exquifite Pains and Torments, fo do Spirituous
Liquors. 'They never fail to reduce the unhappy Sufferers
to“a moft deplorable State by a Variety of unealy and in-
tenfe Feelings and Maladies, Sicknefs, Vomitings, Languor,
Dejetion,” Pains iof ‘the ' Stomach “and:‘Bowels, ' Jaundice,
Dropfy, “Confumption, &e. fo thatr nothing is gained by
their being more tedious in their Operation than common
Poifons. Nay, it'is probable that the moft malicious In-
vention. could nor contrive fo great a Degres of Suffering,
as
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as Dram-drinkers infli& upon themfelves in their Way to
the Regions of Death and Hell.

A fecond Evil attending thefe unhappy Perfons, is their
being reduced to utter Want and Diftrefs in their Fortunes ;
they {pend their Subftance and daily Earnings, lead an idle
and vagabond Life, and after fome Time are rendered inca-
pable, both in Body and Mind, of getting an honeft
Livelihood. And thus it happens, that fome die through
the Want of even the moft common Neceflaries.

The third Evil is the intire Subverfion of all moral and
religions Principles, and the Force which is given to irre-
gular and outrageous Paffions ; and in this diftilled Spirits
tar exceed all other inebriating Liquors. DRUNKENNESS
Jrom them 1s Frenzy and Madnefs. Hence Murders, Street-
robberies, Houfe-breakings, and all the enormous Mif-
chiefs and Dangers which infeft London and other popu-
tous Places: Hence the Lofs of many precious Souls for
which Chrift died. It is in Gin-fhops and infamous
Houfes, where Spirituous Liquors are fold, that Youth are
firft debauched, and entered into Gangs of older Profligates,
and of abandoned Ruffians; fo that one may call them a
kind of Sclools for teaching the extreameft Vices, and the
Depths of Satan. | -

If now we confider thefe Evils as extending every Day
more and more to each Age, Sex, and Rank of Life, but
efpecially to the /aborious Part of Mankind, which make the
Bulk of it, and that in every Climate, the hotteft as well as
the coldeft ; it will follow that more and mwre dreadful
Havock 'is likely to be made by diftilled Spirits, than by
Peftilences, Wars, and Famines, all put together.

How to prevent this is therefore a Matter of the higheft
Importance ; it is probable that it cannot immediately be
done in any great Degree; Reafon and Religion ¢cannot take
place with any greatEffect, except in the Few.: ‘The Maiiy,
the head-ftrong Multitude, are too violently impelled by
their Pafiions to fee and hear, and will take the broad: Path

and yet every Man, whether his Station be publi¢ or pri-
6 " vate,
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vate, may, by defiring God's Blefling on his' Endeavours,
and then ufing them to the utmoft of his Power, do fome-
thing.

Agnd firft, All Perfons ought diligently te watch over
themfelves, left they be betrayed infenfibly, as it were, inte
the Habit of Dram-drinking. A Dram is fuppofed a ready
Cure for a flight Sicknefs, or Pain in the Stomach, and
for a Fit of Low Spirits ; alfo a proper Defence againft Cold
in a Journey, &¢. and many unwary, and at firft innocent
Perfons of bdoth Sexes, are in this Way feduced, and after-
wards gradually carried on to the moft abandoned and mi-
ferable State,

Secondly, All Maflers and Mifire[fes of Families, and Supe-
riors of other Kinds, ought to watch over their Servanis
and Dependants, and by all proper Reftraints and Prohibi-
tions, fecure their Innocency, as far as lies in their Power,
The Offficers of the Army and Navy have, perhaps, in this
Refpeét, a harder Tafk than any other Superiors; but they
cannot deferve better of their Country, than by exerting
themfelves vigoroufly in the Difcharge of a Duty which is of
the greateft Importance to its Safety and Welfare,

Thirdly, The Clergy are indifpenfably bound to guard
againft the Introduction and Spreading of this pernicious
Vice in their Parifhes, and to warn their Flocks, by private
Admonitions, from Houfe to Houfe, in certain proper
Cafes, as well as by public Preachings.

Fourthly, fuftices of the Peace have confiderable Powers
intrufted with them, which may ferve the good Purpofes
of preventing and reftraining Dram-drinking ; they are
therefore obliged to direct and exert their beft Endeavours
for thefe Purpofes.

Laftly, The Legiflative Power of the Nation may wun-
doubtedly find out fome Method, by which they, as God’s
Vicegerents, may at leaft check a Vice of fo deftructive a
Nature to the People under their Charge: For He, who has
given them a Commiffion to promote Good and prevent E-
vil, will certainly fupport and blefs them in the Exeeution

v of
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of it. Whatever prefnt Inconveniencies may attend the
leflening ome Branch of the public Revenue, whatever Ob-
je€tions and Mifconitructions, an oppofite political Intereft
may throw in the Way, all thofe, who a& with a proper
Regard to the Almighty and righteous Governor of the
World, and Confidence in him, will mcet wirth Succefs and
Reward from him at laft, and may for the prefent expet
the Concurrence, Afiiftance, and Prayers of good and wife
Men, as an Earnelt and Means thercof. Thisis a general
Truth, of which I cannot doubt; but as to the particular
Method of putting the defireable Defign in Execution, I
am not able to figgelt any Thing concerning it. I am,

With all Refpect, My LoRrb,

Your Lordfbip’s Mo/t Obedient,
Dec. 4, 1750.
and moft Humble Servant,

D. HarTLE YV

I find that the inquifitive and fkilful Mr., 7. 7. of Bris-
ToL, Author of, A brief Effay on the Advantages and
Difadvantages which refpeétively attend France and Great-
Britain, with regard to Trade, &c. printed for T, Trye,
1750, has colleéted, from Gentlemen of great Knowledge
and Experience in that Place, fome Obfervations, which I
hope will {oon be laid before the Public, upon diftilled Spirs-
tuous Liguors, and the proper Methods to prevent the ex-
ceflive Ufe of them, with particular Effimates of the Lofs
occafioned thereby to Great-Britain, in the feveral Articles
of Hufbandry, Manufactories, Trade, &'¢. which amounts
in the whole to a prodigious Sum,
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