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INTRODUCTION

THE Reader is candidly informed, that the
mention of Infidel Societies, by the Bifthop of
London, in his late excellent charge, was a
forcible motive for digefting the narrative con- -
tained in this work. After the enumeration
of its contents, in the title-page, it is {carcely
neceflary to infift upon this new and impor-
tant zra, herein defcribed: ew, becaufe it
delineates the firft period in which the dotrines
of Iifidelity have been extenfively circulated
- among the lower orders ; and smportant, becaife
the trial they have had, as it will appear in the
fequel, has decidedly pronounced upon~ their
weaknefs, and abfolute incapacity to ameliorate
or improve the ftate and condition of mankind.
Profeflor Robifon and the Abbé Barruel,

1t 1s ackhowledgeﬂ, have given an nterefting
account of fimilar focieties in France and Gera-

j | . ~many;
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many, previous to the late revolution; butif
thefec are to be regarded as an illuftration of
the monition

“« Nam tua res agitur paries cum proximus ardet,”

the firi.g of a neighbour’s houfe fhall be efteem-
ed trivial indeed, in comparifon with a mine
that was ready to burft our under feet! With
the exiftence of thefe Englith affiliations, it 1s
probable, that, few of the higher orders were
acquainted ; but their extenfive influence and
energles, certainly communicate a degree of
“intereft to the detail here given, as the firft
account of them.

The Author of this undertaking, having
been involved in the dangerous delufion he
now explodes, may reafonably be admitted a
competent witnefs of the events which he re-
lates ; as may alfo the prefumption, that he has

- demonftrated the impracticability of the Infidel
{cheme, net merely from f{peculation, to which
former writers have been confined, but from
facts deduced from real life and actual ex-
perience.

Like our predeceflors, we are then no longer

_under the neceffity of arguing without a living
precedent ; on the contrary, we have feen the

principles
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principles of Infidelity transferred from dooks

 to men; from dead characters to /iving fubjeéts;

not among a few 1ifolated or {peculative indi-
viduals, but in numerous and compact bodies.

What was formerly a difpute, is thus brought
upon a new ground; and from the hetero-
geneous compofition of this upftart body, the
queftion ¢« Whether a Society of Atheifts can
“ fubfift ?” it is prefumed, may now be decided
in the negative. _

Agreeable to this ftatement, Mr. Robert Hall,
of Cambridge, 1n the preface to his Sermon in-
tituled, Modern Infidelity confidered, &e. obferves,
that the cotroverfy between Infidels and Chrift-
1ans appears to bave taken a new furn : the in-
fluence of Infidelity upon fociety, he fays, is a
point hitherto little confidered. 'The prefent
expofure of thefe opinions, by one who has
witnefled their moft fecret operations; and
the moft unqualified expreffion of the views of
thofe who efpoufed them, may awaken the
rancour of Infidel fanatics; but "this he pre-
fumes, will be more than counter balanced by
the approbation of the learned -and fober-
minded of all Chriftian denominations. As for
the probable defefts of this work; in point of

ERORE RS ' {tyle,
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ftyle, or 1n the art of compofition, my apology
to the learned 1s, that 1t was written upon the '
{pur of the occafion, and currente calamo.

Perhaps the relative obfcurity of thefe affi-
~ liations may have been the reafon they were
not {ooner noticed; as, in refpect to their lo-
cality in this metropolis, it muft be confeffed
they bear fome refemblance with the Parifian
Fauxbourgs of St. Antoine, &c.

After the faithful delineation of falts, in
this work, it is hoped, Infidels will no. longer
claim the character of Philofophers!- If Philo-
{fophy has any connection with the conduct of
the human mind, towards the Chief-good, it is
not the - Infidel, but the rational Chriftian,
who has the beft right to that high diftinétion;
for, « the man who happily unites Philofophy
with Religion, is the dupe, neither of fcepti-
¢iim, fuperftition, or fanaticifm.”

Were I at liberty to mention feveral eminent
literary charaéiers, who have honoured this
work with their attention, while in manu-
fcript, it might be conftrued into an attempt
‘to bias the public opinion; but, till that deci-
fion is pronounced, the Author alone, is re-
fponfible for the whole; I am therefore ¢ ready

| to
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RISE anp DISSOLUTION, &'

o ——

CHAP. 1.

Upon fone remote andthe immediate Caufesof the late
Rife and Progrefs of Infidelity—Paironage of
the Age of Reafon by the London Correfponding
Society.—Mirabaud’s Syflem De la Nature.—

Volney's Ruins of Empires—Converfion of the
Divifion-Rooms into the Mediums of Infidelity.

TO fuppofe the late inclination to infidelity, tc
have been the refult of cool inquiry, or mtmml
conviction, would be a grofs libel upon the good
fenfe of the country. On the contrary, the moft
prominent reafon which can be given for this new
pmpenﬁty is, that the public mind was taken by
{urprize, merely through the medium by w‘m{_h
the evil r.:'{:-mplamed of was obtruded by a certain
fociety, affifted by the politics of the moment,
With thefe politics, it was fuppofed the new
religion wnuld blend and unite ; and to the mif-
B applied
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applied zeal of this fociety, and its partizans out of
deors, the fhort-lived increafe of thofe opinions
Wwas ewing.

Still there were other caufes which, though
feemingly remote, had an immediate effe¢t upon
the minds of many who were waiting to avail
themfelves of any public event to promote a par-
ticular objett. It being a general tradition among
Proteftants, that the feat of the Roman Catholic
religion was to be annihilated, it unfortunately
occurred, that, as the French were {uccefsful, after
the period of the revolution, in defpoiling that
church, notwithftanding their general efpoufal of
infidelity, their admirers ftill fuppofed thein to be
the infiruments ot fulilling their favourite predic-
tion ; and were fo much the eafier perfuaded to
adopt French principles in religion, while they
excufed the perpetrators of deeds, at which they
could not but fhudder, under the idea that the for-~
merwere the feleCt agents of Providence ; and thus,
from the derelittion of one religious denomination,
they were led, by an eafy gradation, to wifh for the
deftruétion of all the reft.

From hence, under the idea of the inftrumenta-
lity of the French revolution, in the fulfilment of
prophecies, religion itfelf became acceflary to
deifm and atheifm ! Prophecies, relative to the de-
{tru€tion of almoft every kingdom and empire in
the world, teemed from the Britith prefs, fome of
them in weekly numbers, till government, perfeét-
ly aware of the tendency E}fgthﬂﬁ": inflammatory
means, prudently transferred the prince of prophets
to a mad-houfe.

It was natural for infidels, who had a revolution
in view, to connive at thofe enthufiafts who believed
in vulgar preditions relative to the deftrution of

Popery ; it was natural alfo for the former to embrace
{fuch
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fuch converts ; but tlie attachment they obtained from
thofe charaéters, who had the leaft remains of true
religion, was of very fhort duration ; as the gene-
ral habit of ridiculing every thing before held fa-
cred, frequently created difguft, and occafioned a
revolt from a party, who, notwithftanding all their
profeflions about a general improvement of the
morals of men, could not conceal the little value
they. fet upon perfonal reformation! juft as if the
aggregate of fociety was not made up of indivi-
duals. In faét, to have hinted any thing relative
to religious impreflions, though with all the modi-
fications of a Socinian, would have ftigmatized its
author as a mere ideot, or driveller, among thefe
modern fages and pretended reformers. The Rev.
Henry Kett, in his firiking application of the Scrip-
tures in his fiflory, the beji ]Eziﬁrprfffr of Prophecy,
{eems to impute too little to the fecret and almoft im-
perceptible operationsof Infidelity throughthe whole
courfe of the laft century, efpecially in the interval
between the publication of Bolingbroke’s works,
and the year 1776. This hiatus, not to keep my
readers from the contemplation of more recent
danger, I fhall endeavour to fupply in my poft-
{cript, only obferving at prefent, as the immediate
caufe of the late rife and progrefs of infidelity, that
an Englifhman in Paris, the head of a political
party here, probably withing to revive his popula-
rity in France, produced that lait effort of religious
Quixotifm, the Age of Reafon. The ecarly predi-
lection of the London Correfponding Society for
‘this performance, was the fole medium which, for
the firft time, made infidelity as {amiliar as poflible
with the lower orders. But the experiment
thus tried, inftead of confolidating the wild
theory of its authors, has only furnifhed their

B2 | Chriftian
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Chriftian opponents with the firongeft grounds of
objection. ,

It may now be faid, that the fplendid theories
of Voltairc have been reduced to prattice ; the im-
paflioned eloquence of John James Rouffeau ap-
plied to the objetts- defignated by its author ; and
that the pertnefs and fcurrility of Thomas Paine
have been added : but all thefe efforts have been,
and - will {iill be found illufory, as will farther ap-
pear from a faithful ftatement of recent events, and
fuch refle€tions as naturally refult therefrom.

- If the fatts I am about to adduce were not well
warranted, pofterity would not believe, that in
confequence of the publication of a rhapfody
againft the do€irines of Chriftianity, hazarded by
a theoretical politician in 1794, and under favour
of the French revolution, a very confiderable num-
ber of our countrymen adopted his notions ; and
became equally as violent fgr the extermination of
the Chriftian religion, as for the remedy of thofe
ctvil abyfes, for which alone their fociety was at
firft eftablifhed |

Without experience of the faét, who would be-
lieve that while the infatuated d:ﬁ:lples of the new
philofophy were declaiming againit their clergy,
for mingling politics with religion, they themfehes
employed miffionaries to add deifm to the demo-
cracy of their converts! Or, who would credit
. that every religious obligation, in civilized fociety,
was refifted as pricftcraft, by the fame perfons who
were the loudeft in their demands, for what they
chofe to difguife with the name of a reform !

‘Perhaps this mania, in its firft appearance, may
be attributed to an implicit beliet in moft of its
advocates, that the new philofophy would produce

better eﬁ'e&a upon the manners of fociety, than
. _ _ the
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the religion of their forefathers had done. But how
firongly thé practice of the philofophers has belied
the theory, will evidently appear in the impartial
examination of their ‘public conduét, which, as
propagandifts, would have been much more
alarming,had their fecret 1+.,hv1t} been appreciated
fooner.

It is fiill fair to admit, that the adeption of
Paine’s Age of Reafon was not agreed, to in the
London Correfponding Society, without confidera-
ble oppolition, efpecially in the general comnmittee;
but as zeal fuperfeded judgment, in their difeuf-
~fions upon the fubjett, the epithets of d-m--d fool,
and d-m--d Chriﬁfi'an, ultimately prevailed ; and a
bookfeller was foon, perfuaded, by the heads of
the party, to undertake a cheap edition of the
Age of Reafon, for its more ready diflemination
through the dwi{mns, at that time rapidly in-
creafing in number every week : but after Williams,
the bookfeller juft alluded to, was imprifoned t:}r
this publication, his family received much lefs
affiftance from the fociety, than from mere
ftrangers:

In the hour of its admiration, this rhaplody was
ridiculoufly termed the New Holy 'y Bible; a civcum-
ftance which  fully evinced the intentions of Mr.
Paine’s partizans : in- fine, the attachment of the
party was carried fo far, that the bare circumftance
“of having the Age of Reafon in a houfe, was
. deemed a collateral proof of the civifin of the pof-
feflor.

It may be urged that this conduét of the fociety
was never juftified by any alt of the body at large:
this is granted ; but when it is confidered, that
their inclination for deifm was {ufficiently powerful
to occafion a fchifm, which produced a new fociety,

under
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under the denomination of the C7vil and Religious;

it follows, that the preponderance of a party, in
the original body, was equal to a decifion of the
whole, and fixes the charge of a partiality to
infidelity, beyond the poflibility of a doubt.

If farther proofs were wanting, I might urge the
circumftance of the eftablifhment of a teft, by the
newly formed body, in which, each member ac-
knowledged the belief of the Holy Scriptures, and
that Chrifi is the Son of God ; and this as a necef-
fary qualification for their admiffion. This faét
alone, I prefume, would be fufficient for my pur-
pofe ; to which may be added, that Bone and
Lee, two feceding members, and bookfellers by
profeflion, were proferibed for refufing to fell Vol-
ney’s Ruins, and Paine’s Age of Reafon ; and that
refufal conftrued into a cenfure upon the weaknefs
of their intelle€ts. Still, nothing like a miraculous
converfion of the London Correfponding Society is
to be imputed to Mr. Paine’s Anti-theological
Work. On the contrary, their minds were pre-
pared for this more popular performance, by the
more learned and elaborate produétions of Mira-
baud’s Syftem of Nature, and Volney’s Ruins of
Empires : the latter, in point of ftyle, islooked
ipon as the Hervey of the Deifts ; the former, as -
the Newton of the Atheifts: and, as the Syftem of
Nature was tranflated by a perfon confined in
Newgate as a patriot, and publithed in weekly
numbers, its fale was pufhed, from the joint mo-
tive of ferving the Author, and the caufe in which
the London Correfponding Socicty were engaged.

Northcote’s Life of David was alfo reprinted in
a very fmall edition ; and if this vehicle for de-
grading the Bible had been better received, it was
in agitation to biographize all the leading charac-

ters
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ters in the Old and New Teftaments, as the moft
certain means of bringing the Chriftian religion
into contempt. |

Propofals were circulated for reprinting tha
whole works of Peter Annet ; much being expett-
ed from the plainnefs of his ftyle, and his mode of
reafoning againft revelation by feriptural quota-.
tions ; but, owing to the dread of a profccution,
not more than three weekly numbers, at three-
halfpence each, made their appearance. The
Rights and Duties of Citizenfhip, moft remarkable
for copying the blunders of Voltaire, was one of
the lafi things, of this kind, uthered into public
view ; but being profecuted, and the publithers
{fentenced to two years folitary imprifonment, a
final ftop was put to this mode of promoting fcep-
ticifm and infidelity, :

The Beauties of Deifm; A Moral Dictionary ;
Julian againft Chriftianity ; and, laftly, that para-
gon of French Atheifm, Le Bonx Sexs, Ou [dées
Naturelles oppofes aux Idées Surnaturelles, were in
agitation to have followed. The latter, for its au-
dacity and virulence, has pollibly never been fur-
pafled, and its laft feCtion 1s probably no bad fumn-
mary of the whole.

“ La religion, n’a fait en tout tems que rem-
¢« plir efprit de ’homme de tenebres et le retenir
“ dans lignorance de fes vrais rapports, de fes
¢ yrais devoirs, de fes interéts véritables. Ce n’eft
“ qu’en ecartant fes nuages et {es phantomes que
“ nous decouvrirons les fources du vrai, de la
“ raifon, de la morale, & les motifs reels qui doi-
¢ vent nous porter a la vertu. Cette religion nous
“ donne le change, & fur les caufes de nos maux
“ & fur les remedes naturels que nous pourrions
“ y appliquer: loin de les guerir, elle ne peut
“ que les aggraver, les multiplier, & les rendre

“ plus

-~
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** plus durables. IMifons done avec un celebre
“ moderne, la Theologie ¢ff la boite de Pandore;
“ & sil eft impoffibic de la refermer, il ef au-
“ moins utile d'avertir que cette boete fi fatale ef
‘‘ owperte.”

Impregnated with the .principal objeétions of all
the infidel writers, and big with the fancied im-
portance of being inftrumental in a general reform,
almoft every divilion-room could now boaft its ad-
vocate for the new philofophy. In faét, fuch a
torrent of abufe and declamation appeared to burft
from all quarters at once, that as the idea of a
Deift and a good Democrat feemed to have been
univerfally compounded, very few had the courage
to oppofe the general current. On the other hand,
feveral perfons really facrificed their private fenti-
ments to the public opinion, merely to avoid the
contempt every where beftowed upon thofe who
dared to open their mouths in defence of principles
and opinions, till then held facred. |

Next to fongs, in which the clergy were a ftand-
ing fubject of abufe ; in conjunttion with pipes
and tobacco, the tables of the club-rooms were
frequently firewed with penny, two-penny, and
three-penny publications, as it were fo many {wi-
vels againft eftablithed opinions ; while, to enable
the members to furnifth themfelves with the heavy
artillery of Voltaire, Godwin, &c. reading-clubs
were grmed. But ftill, fo it happened, that thofe
* who defpifed the labour of reading, took their
creeds implicitly, from the extemporaneous eflu-
fions of others, whofe talents were comparatively
above their own. And yet thefe people were in-
variably in the habit {)g ridiculing Chriftians, in
concert with the orators, for being blindly led by
priefts.

8 : After
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After thefe notions of infidelity were in a man-
ner eftablithed in the divifions, it is natural to {up-
pofe, that in choofing their delegates, thofe per-
- fons were preferred who were doubly recommend-
- ed. by their religion, and their politics; in fat,
this was fo prevalent, that in the recommendation
of any peicfg_n to an oflice among them, it was
common to diftinguith him as ¢ A4 good Democrat
“ and a Deiff.,” Or, to fix the charalter more
ftrongly, to add, < That he is no Chriftian.”
However, from this period, when the leaders
began to force their anti-religious opinions upon
their co-aflociates, it is undeniable that their in-
teftine divifions haftened their diffolution more
than any external obftacles.
I {hall now proceed to a detail of the recent places
of rendezvous, as they were held by thefe per-
turbed {pirits,- which, I hope, will not be deemed
- trivial. The once famed Robin Hood Society had
feveral hiftorians in profe and verfe; and yet, un-
like its fucceflors, it comBined no political- with
its fo-called religious views. In its decline alone
it bore the moft refemblance to the modern clubs,
in the defection of many of its beft members, when
the confequences of their difcuffions, atting upon
the public morals, appeared to them in a different -
light from what they feemed at firft.

¢ /i CHAP,
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CHAP. II .

Qf wvarious new Socielies, Field-Meetings, and
Deputations.—Their Conduct and ngrfjﬁ'—-—
Violence of the Clubbifis againft the Clergy.—
Effects of therr Enthufiafin upon their Auditors.
—-—Prapcrﬂandy?a‘ in ffzf Bencfit and Convivial
Societies.

.ONE of the firft of thefe aflociations was fixed
in the club-room of the Green Dragon, in Fore-
ftreet, near Cripplegate, in the {pring of 1795.
T'hat apartment was then occupied by a Reading
Society, which was foon fwallowed up in the vortex
of the enfuing debate, and was fo much crowded,
in a very ﬂmrt time, as to render an entrance, as
well as refpiration, extremely difficult.

‘That no opportunity might be loft, a queftion,
fubverfive of t{) Chriftian religion, was alfo agl-
tated, in the fame room, on a Wednefday evening
but bcmg very thinly attended, it was found ne-
ceflary to pay both the {peakers and prefident, out
of the money colle€ted from the audience.

On the other hand, the debate on a Sunday
evening always drew a crowded audience, during
a twelvemonth, in which it was continued at that
houfe ;. when, upon the complaint of fome of
the neighbeurs, that the land! ord kept bad hours,
(as the dlfputcb above and below ftairs feldom ter-
minated before one in the morning) they were
compelled to leave the premifes, to prevent worfe
confequences to the keeper of the houfe. '

Their
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Their fittings were afterwards alternately held
at a houfe in Windmill-treet, Finfbury-fquare ;
and at the George, in Eaft Harding-fireet, Fetter-
lane, which, being a very commodious room, the
noife made by the clapping of the fpeakers, and the
late hours kept by the company, occafioned a
complaint, that, being immediately attended to,
by a worthy officer of the ward, not far from the fpot,
the club was removed to the Fountain, in Fetter-
lane, and again hunted from its new retreat, till
they ultimately fettled at the Scots Arms, in Little
Britain, and were as numeroufly attended as at
any former period : here they continued the greateft
part of the winter of 1797, but being compelled
to leave it, through the magiftrate’s interference,
the landlord was atterwards deprived of his licence
for entertaining them. Its next ftage of exiftence
was at the Golden Key, near Moor-lane, Moor-
fields; but here it attratted fo great a concourfe
of attendants, that the landlord, dreading the
confequences, warned them away: this was alfo
the cafe at another houfe, near Union-fireet,
Moorficlds; till, adjoining to the Britith Wine-
houfe, near Hoxton, beyond the Iimits of the
city-officers, they carried on their difquifitions,
near two months, without meeting with any new
embarraflment,

In the interval, between the {pring of 1795
and the period laft ipoken of, feveral other fo-
cietics, upon a fmaller f{cale, had been fet on
foot: one of thefe, the next, in point of promife,
to that of the Green Dragon, was intitled, ¢ The
Moral and Political Society,” who, like the former,
converted their place of meeting, near Bunhill-row,
info - a Debating-room. A few revolutionary
pamphlets, written and printed at the fociety’s

C2 expence,
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expence, were publifhed, duung the mtendl to
which I have alluded. '

Similar meetings were alfo held at a pub}rc
houfe, near Grub-ftreet; and another, necar the
quarters of Moorfields.

Another, and one of “the laft places of any
note for the exhibition of infidelity, in the
eaftern diuftritt, was at a Halr-dreifers in the
High-ftreet, Shcarr:ditLh where a ther::lcngmal quef-
tion was dcbated on a Sunday evening; but, as
no money was t1Len at the door, the law, then
in force, was evaded. '

Several other {mall branches {pread themfelves
in the neighbourhood of Whitechapel, Spital-

fields, and Ilmton but were not of fufficient

notoriety, or dur'itlon, to merit much attention.
"The Weft end of the metropolis, having in the
mean while attained to a degree of rivalthip,

in confequence of an '1ﬁ'0(:1*1t10n in Wells-ftreet,

Oxford-road, where the members were permitted
to recite th{‘ll' own produttions; and -another,
on a Sunday evening, much more numerouily
attended, viz. the ﬂnrrel, in Cecil-court, St. Mar-
tin’s Lane. Thofe "!1‘3'{1’6& the city were, in fome
‘meafure, deferted ; but, as they clofed their de-
bates fooner than thofec at the weft end of the

town, fome of the {peakers contrived to exhibit °

at two places on the fame night: even the wea-

ther gﬁ:ﬁmted but few obftacles. The viﬁﬂnary y

expettation of a new order of things, it is pre-
fumed, often vibrated from the imaginations of
the leading mﬁmbms to their ﬁng“ra f:nd%, and
rendered them lefs fenfible of the operations of
the elements’ than the vulgar herd.

The Wells-fircet bGLIEt}" being diffolved, in
mnfu,ucnc:., of fome dlﬁlgrccment among the
members, the .whole focus of Deifm and Athcifm

was

vl
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was concentrated at the Angel, in Cecil-court,

Martin’s- Lane, where a mingled difplay of
real talent and miferable imitation was continued,
on the Sunday and Wednefday evenings, till Feb.
rury, 1798; when, without any previous notice
from the Tn"f-;’:{"[rninﬂ-li-r-nm=Ti{7frat£=* as had been
cuftomary in the city, a permd was put to this
promifing {chool ; the whole of the members, and
others prefent, bLlI’l“‘ apprehended, and, the next
day, obliged to find fureties for their 2 appearance,
to anfwer any complaint, at the next Quarter-
Seflion, at' Guiidhall, Weltminfter; bt no biil
being found, the buﬁneﬁs ended with the with-
drawing of the recognizances of the parties, 57
in number, which wnuid certainly have been
doubled, it the police-officers, fent to apprehend
the club, had ftayed till the bufinefs of the evening
had commenced.

This meeting was then deemed wholly political !
an 1dea which could have no other foundation
than the filly appellation of cifizen, made ufe of
"~ by the members ; or the circumftance of its being
attended by John Binns, who was 1pp1ehende
about the fame period this focie ty was difturbed,
in company with Arthur O’Cennor, in Kent. 1]115:
unexpected firoke of juftice, h(}ww::r put the laft
hand to the Sunday-night meetmm, at the welt
end of the town; the affociators in that quarter,
after holding a fLw thin fittings, at a houfe near
Compton-ftreet, Soho, being Lumplet(,l} {Lipprde
Previous to the eftablifhment of the club at this
‘place, another had been continued a confiderable
tuue, on a Wednelday evening, at a public hot ife,
the corner of Long-Acre, G'T![)D‘l'ft.‘ T\cwpmt Mar-
ket. - Here, as well as at the other places, the
queftions agitated were partly religious, and partly
political,

In
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In all thefe places, where S -religious opinions
were ftated, 1t was furprifing to obferve how
firongly their novelty attraled the public mind.
The perfettion to which the orators had attained,
by a long prattice, was fuch, that had com-
modious apartments been opened in any of the
neighbourhoods, occupied by working people,
theu can be no doubt of their Lammandmg large
auditories. The zeal and energy of the prﬂLEI“:
as there were few, very few, whofe judgement was
matured by time, had alfo great weight in making -
converts ; for, among the lower orders of peaple
an extemporaneous harangue, againft the minifters
of religion, had an effect not cafily imagined.
"This was particularly noticeable about Spitalfields,
when, as the French {yftem of politics mfcnﬁb!y
attached itfelf to the auxiliary ideas of pI'DphE‘f‘Lb
fulfilling on the Continent, it would be difhcult
to fa} where the effeéts would have ceafed
had time been given to obtain that C{mﬁﬁenci,
wifhed for by the ﬂf(}nar}r movers of thofe irritable
bodies.

It may be objelted, that thefe clubs were
only frcquunD?d lw IDW and obfcure charatters;
but fuch, it may be remembered, were Maflinello,
the Fitherman of Naples, the Cobler ok Meflina,
and many others: though the objection does not
.aitogcthcr l-e agfuni’c the focieties in quefiion.
They were, for a time, f{anétioned by fome. perfons
.uhme the common rank, by their fortunes and
pmﬂfﬂmns in life. Amonﬂ* thefe, a fingnlar cha-
rater ufed to be 1&1nade being in th:_ habit of
attending in a large round hd.t', nearly the fize of an
umbrella, bordered with gold-lace; and he had
other eccentricities, which he ufed to vary accord-
ing to caprice. And to fortune and talents,
might be added, an éenthufiafm capable of ]‘{}Ll_ﬁ:[i['l_g

] the



[ 16 ]

the moft infenfate to alt againft what was
deemed a /piritual {yramny, in the compulfory
payment of church-rates, to the amount of a few
pence per week ! A favourite theme with fome of
the club-orators; with one of whom, it ufed to
be a common-place obfervation, that,  There
“ could not be a more awfuller fight in the world,
““ than to fee a Bifhop rolling about in his cha-'
“ riot.” Of another of thefe enthufiafts it was
mentioned, ¢ That it was with difficulty he could
“ reftrain the moft violent feelings, whenever the
« prefent Archbifhop of Canterbury paffed under
“ his window.” A}ter thefe traits of club-cha-
rafters, and among men with whom private qfa/-
Jination was looked upon as no crime, one might
think, that even what has been contemptuouily
called the pop-gun plot did not deferve that air
of incredibility and myftery thrown upon it by

fome writers. '
Still as the reins were then held by govern-
ment, very little was to be feared from any overt-
atts among thefe defcriptions; though, if their
temporary ebullitions of zeal could be deemed a
fair criterion, this negative obedience might be
imputed more-to a want of power than of will.
Vain glory, and a blind refentment, as filly as
it is favage, often hurry men into the wildeft ex-
tremes.—I am an Atheift! exclaimed one of thofe
perfons, and, jumping upon a club-room table ;
here, faid he, holding up an infant, here 1s a young
Atheift!  Another, to thew how little he regarded
the Bible, obferved, at another meeting, < That
¢ juft before he came from home, he kicked fome-
 thing before him, and, picking it up, what
“ fhould it be but an old Bible; that, till then,
¢ he did not know he had any {uch thing in his
“ houfe!” A third philofopher, cenfuring the
prefent

-y
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prefent mode of education, obferved, ¢ There
« would never be any good done, till towns and
“ cities were built without a fingle v::hurch, cha-
 pel, or any place of worfhip, in them!” Another
member, being weary of the deliberations at which
he was plLfLHt exclaimed,  What. fignifics our
“ fitting here ? let us go aﬂd kil all the bl—dy
« priefis !’

- I mention thefe inftances, only as the effeéls
of a party fpirit, breathing fentiments by no means
natural, but merely forced from the hot-beds of the
clubs. .

It fhould be obferved, that as apprentices
were admitted into thefe aflemblies; and, ac-
cording to the modern notions of equality, eligi-
ble to the chair; fo fudden a tranfition, from do-
meftic inferiority to profeflional importance, often
turned a weak head: and, if the fame extremities
had been proceeded to as the religious fanatics of
the laft age were engaged in, the London appren-
tices lmfrht again have diftinguifthed themfelves,
and the cry of no king followed that of no bﬂmp,:
as-a natural canﬂ.qucnce.

But in hinting at a parallel between modern
democratic zeal and the H—’Hdti{lifm of the fixteenth
century ; of the latter I ought to beg pardon.—
A degree of monfirofity, fufficient to make any
humanized being fhudder, feems to have been
referved for the Englifh C]ubb_iﬁs and Anti-Reli-
geonifts of later times.—1I allude to a common
toaft, which ufed to be received among them
with acclamation, wviz. A

“ May the laft King be firangled in the bowels of the
e faj.f b s L it

In aferibing fo much of this intemperate zeal
to party-fpirit, youth, and inexperience, every
| candid
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candid mind will acquit me of any charge of par-
tiality or mifreprefentation. An obfervation of
Mr. Neckar’s may probably confirm the pro-
priety of the prefent application, by exhibiting
a firiking fimilarity between the modern Free-
thinkers in France and thofe in England: ¢« We
“ now reckon, fays he, among thofe who oppofe
wid cnntemptumls fmlle to religious opinions, a
“ multitude of young people, otten incapable of
““ {upporting the moft trivial arguments; and who,
““ perhaps, could not connett two or three abftract
“ propofitions : thefe pretended philofophers art-
“ fully, and almoft perfidioufly, take advantage
« of the firft flight of {clf-love, to perfuade be-
‘“ ginners, that they are able to judge, at a glance,
“ of the ferious queftions which have eluded the
““ penetration of the moft exercifed thinkers.”

- Inftead then of reckoning, as many perfons have
done, upon the total abolition of Chriftianity, and
fondly anticipating the acquirements of the next
genemtmn, as wholly Infidel, it fhould have been
made a queftion, Whether the prefent generatior
of the French will retain its Infidel principles
after its judgment is matured, and the hey-day
of revolutions has {ubfided ?

But, to return: at the fame time that all thcfe
energies were called forth in the clubs, it became
another’ branch of the duty of the members, and
their partizans, to attend, perplex, and harrafs, by
all poflible means, the itinerant preachers, in the
wvicinity of town. For inftance, during the {fum-
mer, of 1797, a very formidable party were or-
ganized, and a{femblud every Sunday morning, at
feven o’clock, near the City-road : here, in con-
{cquence of the debates, forced upon the preachers
or the hearers, feveral groupes of people would
remain upon the ground till noon, giving an op-

D portunity
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portunity to the unwary. paflengers to become ac-
quainted with the dogmas of Voltaire, Paine, and
other writers, of whom they might have re-
mained in ignorance; in fatt, the fields were re-
forted to, by the new reformers, upon the fame
principle as a fportfman goes in queft of game :—
“ We fhall be fure to find fome Chriftians in
 the fields” was the ftanding reafon for thefe
excurfions,

So indefatigable were thefe propagandifts in
their labours, that, befides their attendance on
the Sunday morning, in confequence of which
the groupes would remain till noon, they were
again aflembled from three or four in the after-
noon ; and, if the weather permitted, retained fill
eleven at night; and this not in one but various
parts of the environs of this metropolis. The
cavilling parties, engaged in this bufinefs, de-
murred at no diftance of place; being as ready
to attend at Hoxton, Hackney, or Hornfey, as at
their own doors. . One of thefe bodies, I was
afterwards informed, ufed to meet, every Sunday
morning, in a garden near Bethnal-green, and,
after fpending fome time in reading and comment-
ing upon Paine’s Age of Reafon, diftributed them-
{elves for the purpofes above-mentioned.

In fine, this oppofition from Deifts and Atheifts
was carried to fuch extremes, that, in 1798, the
magifirates were compelled to put a partial ftop
to field-preaching ; till that period, as common
and habitual in the eaftern fuburbs, as it had been
in Moorfields, previous to the ereétion of Finfbury-
{quare. A meafure prompted intirely, by the ad-
‘vantages tzken by the Infidel party, to propagate
their abfurd opinions with more effect.

In addition to the redoubtable army before-
mentioned, marthalled for every kind of attack,

both
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~ both within and beyond the fphere of the clubs,
a number of fitraggling auxiliaries might be rec-
koned up-:m who were drawn together by the
noife and alarm of .the Field-Difputants. Thefe
confifted of Myftics, Muggletonians, Millennaries,
and a variety of eccentric charalters of different
denominations: I call them auxiliaries, becaufe,
their ridiculous mode of defending, or enforcing,
their different tenets only increafed the objettions
to the Chriftian Belief, in the minds of thofe per-
{fons before unhinged b}r the {ubtleties of Infdels ;
and thus, unmt-zntmnally, an additional weight
was thrown into the fcale of the common enemy,
by thofe who had a zeal, but not according to
Lnawledge Among the ]cltterj were two preachers,
called Jew-Ruakers, “from the circumftasice of their
having but one bﬂard between them ; one fhaving
the upper, the other the wnder, lip Dnl to thefe

may be added, a Bird- catchcr, and a Bafket-
maker, both well known as Holders-forth, and,
of cnurﬁ:, having their admirers.

All thefe grotefque charaéters, the Deifts and
Atheifts, juftly confidered as fo many Punchinellos,
whom thofe who held the wires behind the
{cenes might play off, as beft fuited their pur-
pofe; a pofition which a fuperficial obferver
might not immediately perceive: but I recollett
an inftance, in the fummer of 1798, at the con-
clufion of a Field-fermon, when it was remarked,
that, the Deifts did not ﬂppcfe the Arian prf:af:hers
with the fame virulence as the Trinitarians. The
full force of the obfervation was admitted, while
it was urged, as a reafon for this forbearance,
that, the Infidels cenfidered the Arians as doing
a part of their bufinefs for them.

But befides the fields, and the divifion-rooms,

the Infidel-propagandifts made ufe of another me-
D 2 . dium
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ditm for {fpreading their principles, in which they
were but too fuccefsful : this was in the various
Benefit-Societies, within the circle of the me-
tropolis.  Here, after the bufinefs of the eve-
ning was over, the difciple of Paine was fure
to introduce the fubjeét of religion; and, by thefe
means, {feveral copies of the Age of Reafon were
circulated, from the reading of which many of
its victims dated their converfion.

But this infiduous mode of introducing the
Age of Reafon having been fuccefsfully refifted .
- by fome of the Benefit-Societies, who have com-
plained to the magiftrates of fuch diforderly mem-
bers; the latter, finding their temporal interefts
at ftake, and not being inclined, by the new
philofophy, to facrifice principle for intereft, it is
fuppofed, will aét with more cunning in fu-
ture; it being through diffimulation alone, and
that kind of 1it, which a Chriftian would dif-
dain, by which thefe obnoxious members have
efcaped the erafement of their names from the
books of the Society, and, perhaps, in more than
one inftance, engaged the magiftrates to prevent
their exclufion.

The introduétion of democratic fongs was an-
‘other part of the duty of thefe political miffion-
aries ; but their talents were not confined to
Benefit-Clubs, their bufinefs was to worm them-
felves into convivial focieties of every kind;
where, though fcuffiles have frequently enfued,
thefe delegates have often fucceeded in eretting
a party, or an intereft, which, otherwife, would
not have had an exiftence. | '

Upon the whole, the difgufting licentioufnefs,
coarfenefs, and brutal indelicacy, too frequently
apparent in thofe field-difputations, more than coun-
teraéted every degree of utility attending them. It

has
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has feveral times occurred, that, when two perfons,
rather ferioufly inclined, have been difcufling the
attributes of the Dmty, a third has abruptly
terfered, with what he has fuppofed to have been
a threwd queftion, ;.,z',.., ¢ How do you know
there 1s any God at all?

Having now done w1th the delineation of thefe
diftortured features of humanity, I fhall now pro-
ceed to give an account of the eftablithment of a
place of public inftruction ; always an important
obje¢t with the Infidel luminati. The next
chapter will therefore fhew how far that eftab-
lithment was founded wupon a judicious or a
fanatical éftimate,

CHAP.
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CHAP. III

Upon the u;}penf;*zg of a Temple of Reafon in the
Spring of 1796. |

IT had long been a favourite idea of the Club-
Orators, and Field-Miffionary Difputants, that
exhibited upon a proper ftage of attion, their elo-
quence would be irrefiftible. Favoured by the
French Revolution, they fondly imagined the time,
for the explofion of the whole fabric of Chriftianity,
had at length arrived; and that, to convert all fets
from the abfurdity of Chriftian notions, nothing was
wanting but the opportunity which then prefented
itfelf, for proclaiming the beauties of nature, and
unaffiffed reafon to the world at large. Flufhed
with thefe expeétations, a committee was feletted
to meet at a public houfe, in Jewin-fireet ; when,
after a few adjourned fittings, being affifted by two
gentlemen of the law, fomething like a fociety was
organized ; a fund adequate to the undertaking swas
depofited, and the name of the affociation agreed
upon, to be that of the Friends of Morality. To
keep up the fpirit of this inftitution, it was ordered,
that no perfon fhould be admitted, unlefs known
fome months, by more than one of the members,
and that exclufion fhould follow any att of immo-
rality ; but in confequence of the trouble that
feemed likely to enfue upon the adoption of this
regulation, thefe modern Cato’s were foon com-

1 pelied
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elled to give up a meafure, at firft conceived to
be 1ndlfpenﬁb1y neceffary to fuppnrt the charaéter
of this new eftablithment.

It being juftly conceived that every member was
not qualified to deliver le€tures in public, it foon
became an objett of high debate, in the committee,
whether the le€turers thould or thould not be paid
for their labours. And as any refemblance to the
allowance of a ftipend to a real or nominal fuperior
was looked upon as rank fuperitition, or of arifto-
cratic tendency, it required all the influence of the
two lawyers, to induce the majoritv of the mem-
bers to-agree to a claufe in their articles, to allow
half a guinea to each leturer, by way of compen-
fation for his trouble.

A committee of managers was aifo appointed ;
but a card and fome emblematic divice being found
a neceflary appendage, an engraver belonging to
the body was employed, who produced a plate,
exhibiting Truth with a fpeculum in her hand, con-
centratmcr her rays upon the figure of Error, recum-
bent upon the ground. Some of the committee,
whofe tafte was not congenial to the fine arts,
thought the charge of half-a-guinea molft exorbitant,
while others fuppofed that the artift, being a mem-
ber, thould have contributed the affiftance of his
talents without fee or reward.

After feveral fruitlefs attempts to procure a com-
modious place of meeting, owing to a variety of
objettions from the perfons applied to, Nichols’s
fale'rnmn, in Whitecrofs-fireet, being taken at a
rent of twenty pounds per annum : b}f the contri-
butions and labour of fome of the members, it was
foon furnithed with feats, a tribune, &c. Books
being the next objett ; to accommodate fuch per-
fons as chofe to read before the Sunday lettures
commenced, the members were called upon to

contribute
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contribute their ftock for the public good, partt- .
cularly fuch works as militated moft ftrongly againil
Chriftianity; but it fo happened, for want of better
knowledge, that fome of the books fent into the
depofitory, were written in its behalf! A circum-
ftance fomething like the conduét of fome of the
rioters in 1780, " who being called upon to go to
fuch a houfe, as they were Cm‘fmff{'s there, replied,
¢ What are Catholics to us? We are only againft
¢ Popery ! .

After this room was opened, and looked
upon, bona fide, as a Temple of Reafon, the
opening being announced by the pofting of bills,
it was imagined that the fuperiority of Inﬁdelltv
would inevitabl ly appear. = The hopes of the
leaders were equal to any thing, and fome of them,
almoeft perfuaded themfclves, they were the very
perfons defignated by Dr. Prieftley, but a few
years before, for the important and momentous
,purpofc of fetting fire to the train fo long accumu-
lating under the Eftablifhed Church, from the fuc-
ceflive contributions of mﬂamnﬂb]c matter, by
Arians, Socinians, and other Schifmatics. From
this opinion, and the promifing xra of preaching
the dottrines of Deifm, &c. in the fields, w]‘uLh
was partly contemporary ; an @ra, which ﬁppemcd
to have been referved for the year 1794, portentous
of the Millennium of Infidelity, and of which, the
newly-opened Temple of Reafon was viewed as the
immediate forerunner. It was therefore nat firange
that the moft attive members fhould expett to have
their names handed down to polterity, as the re-
ftorers of religious liberty, which was firft to eradi-
cate fuperftition and fl‘wuy from this ifland, and
afterwards, fupported by the French Rr:-&::;:ulutn:-nJI
make the tour of Chriftendom.

Refpetting
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Refpetting the external economy of this new
Femple, asthe aéts of prayer and praife weére ex-
preflly excluded, the defetts of folemnity or im-
preflion upon the attendants may eafily be conjec-
tured. Simple as the worfhip of the Quakers,
without their gravity, fingularity in drefs, &c. each
perfon that mounted the rofirum feemed rather to
be trying his talents than employed in any ferious
undertaking ; and, while the dottrines of the new
philofophy, as far as they related to morality, were
much too general to fuit any particular purpofe, the
feelings ﬂfgthe impartial hearer, who juftly expeét- .
ed the new religion would fuperfede the old, were
invariably thofe of f{urprize and difappointment.

It was the endeavourof the moft rational mem-
bers, to confine the letturers to the delivery of
their {entiments upon morality, abftratedly, with-
out reference to Chriftianity, or any other {yftem :
but this the majority of the members oppofed,
well perfuaded, that, deprived of the moft copi-
ous themes of argument, or rather declamation,
they would entirely lofe the command over the
paflions of their auditors, and, of courfe, become
more infipid and uninterefting than any of the pro-
feflions they were determined to condemn,

This being the temper of the chiefs of this new
Temple of Reafon, the lettures there delivered
were generally compiled from the writings of Vol-
taire, David Williams, and other authors, diftin-
guithed for their rancour or prejudices againft
Chriftianity. . As for the decorum, indifpenfably ne-
ceflary in every kind of worfhip, or public ihftruc-
tion, the firangers that attended this inftitution
could not be lefs influenced by it, than the
- members themfelves; as, from the opening of

the place, from ten in the .morning till one, and
' E _ - on
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on the Sunday afternoon, till the moment of the
commencement of the le€tures, the time was in-
variably fpent in farcaftic or facetious converfation,
acrofs the tables, between the members; and, from
the noify approbation this entertainment occafion-
ally produced, it was difficult to determine, whe-
ther amufement or aftonifhment preponderated in
the minds of the audience at large. :
As thefe boafted philofophers were ignorant of
the force of motives, and of fuch doflrines as in-
fluence. the minds of individuals, it was not un-
accountable, that a laxity of attendance amon
the members foon produced a fimilar difpofition
in firangers; fo that, notwithftanding the additional
notice which the place attraéted, in confequence
of a difturbance by fome intruders, and the ftate-
ment of their examination at one of the police of-
fices, in fome of the daily papers, the fociety, find-
ing all their declamations « wafted upon the defert
air,” at length agreed to fhut up the Temple till
a more convenient feafon; for, at that period, it
was not thought impoflible but that, in a few
months, the preflure of external circumftances,
and the co-operation of the New Apoftlefhip,
might oceafion the converfion of St. Paul’s Cathe-
dral into a Temple of Reafon! No one forefee-
ing, that, in the fummer of 1799, the Theophilan-
thropic Temple, at Paris, would fhare the fate of its
humble imitator at Nichols’s {ale-room in White-
crofs-Street, notwithftanding the fupport of Thomas
Paine and other eminent charaéters. _
Thefe uncontroled experiments upon the lower
orders of fociety in this country, among whom
credulity is ever the ftrongeft, muft cnmp]étel}r in-
validate the plea of Infidels againft the reftraint of
the civil*law, and the old pretence, that Chrifti-
- 'anity
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anity is obliged to. the fecular arm for its fup-
port. ;
It may be alked, what power reftricted the Phc-
{:-phﬂanthmplﬁs in the performance of their wor-
thip at Paris? The government was not only in
their favour, but the publlc mind had been training "~
for years for the reception of their notions, from
the writings of the whole tribe of Trench Athmﬁs,
in which, as Mr. Courtena}f obferves, a conftella-
tion of genius feemed united. Thefe Atheiftical
tenets, he juftly remarked, were diffufed in every
{pecies of writing, and the dulcet poifon was
greedily imbibed in every part of Europe. The
moft poignant ridicule, the fineft fallies of wit, and
the moit brilliant traits of imagination, threw a
falfe luftre over this deceptious fyftem ; the perni-
cious dogmas of their {chool captivated the atten-
tion, and were conveyed to the heart in the en-
chantmg page of a novel, amidft the feigned ad-
ventures and paffionate endearments of lovers.
But the luminous fcrutinizing genius of Montef-
uiou, the fplendid levity of Vcnihire} the impaf-
fioned and fafcinating eloquence of Roufleau, the
premfﬂn and depth of D’ Alembert, the bold and
acute inveftigations of Boulanger, the daring para-
doxical fpirit of Helvetius, the majeftic fublimity
~of Buffon, the pmfaund aftronomic refearches of
Baille, the captivating elegance of Marmontel,
and the impreflive condenfed thoughts of Diderot,
have not, as the gentleman concludes, “unfettled the
cmzﬁcmtfd ﬂpmmm of ages, nor thaken the weneﬂ
rable - gothic ftruéture from its very foundation.”
I'clr, on the «<confrary, thls many-twmkhnfr meteor
of Infidelity, after blazmg its hour, has paled be-
fore the milder radiancé and commanding luftre of
the gofpel luminary, the dn@t“mcs of which, are

not extrancous, but congenial to human nature. .
% E 2 The
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The new philofophy, it is granted, may adom
the head, but thefe ennoble the heart. This wif-
dom may be allowed to bear the impreflion of
human reafon, but it will never pafs current with
weak and wounded humanity! It is formidable in
books, but contemptible in life: in argument
ftrong ; in praftice weak: a coin which may be
kept for thew, but not for ufe : it is a counterfeit,
and its deteftion, by the ftandard of experience,
now enables us to fay, with a confidence ap-
proaching to mathematical demonftration, and
oracular authenticity :

“ Thou art weighed in the balance, and found wanting.”

Yes, ye Atheifts, it is true that our minds were
confired in a narrow region, while our imagina-
tions were delighted with the {miling heavens
above, and the rich diverfity beneath. But what
have we obtained of you in exchange? “lo the
fruitful, though bounded view of hill and dale, has
fucceeded the immeafurable defert! Amazement
was our firft fenfation at the magnitude of the
profpett ; but now our eyes are appalled, and our
hearts ficken at the famenefs of the fcene. Here
the heavens above are as brafs, and the earth as
iron beneath our feet. Our ears are torn by the
{fereaming of the bittern, or alarmed by the howl-
mg of the beafts of prey. The voice of the turtle
15 1ot heard in this land, and the time for finging
birds never comes.

But again, to advert to the hiftory of this grand
failure of Infidelity ; that the fatal experiment was
not tried upon a much larger fcale, is not to be
imputed to the want of will in the perfons en-
gaged, but to the falutary prevention which ori-
ginated in another quarter: for no fooner was the
opening of the place laft defcribed known in the

country,
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country, than a notice was given in that ﬁfﬁmbl},
_“ That if any perfon, qualificd as a teacher, could
“ make it convenient to leave town, a Society, at
“ one of the Weftern ports, could infure him from
“ 150/ to 200/. per annum.” Nor is it ftraining
any probability to fuppofe, that every affembly of
this nature would eventually have formed itfelf
mto a political body, the confequences muft then
have been obvious.

The projett for diftributing the miffionaries of
Deifm and Democracy about the country, it feems,
had certainly been atted upon, to a certain degree,
anterior to the period I have juft alluded to, when,
as the Bifhop of London obferves in nnexuf hi&.
Lordfhip’s charges to his clergy, that, to his knor-
ledge, the Age of Reafon had been circulated amony
the miners in Cornwall. A degree of mifchievous
indufiry, unknown to the erlndl propagandifts of
the continent, whofe impiﬂus labours, as far as I
have heard, terminated upon the furface of the
earthi! Butof the former 1t may be faid,

-y

“ That when on earth they could no farther go,
. * They {pread the mifchief i the realms below!

CHAZ.
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CHAP. 1V&

Upon the common Prejudices in Favour of Debating
Clubs ; and the immediate Influence of the late

- Afjociations, upon the I'amilies and Connections
of their Members.

PERHAPS the long pratice of agitating civil
and religious fubjetts, in various focieties, has lent
too much ftrength to the hitherto prevailing opi-
nion, that fuch verbal difcuflions did certainly tend
to the eftablifhment of truth, and the detettion of
error. = But {peaking from long experience, at
leaft, ever fince Inffljdelit}' has been at iffue with
the eftablithed religion of the country, thefe falu-

tary effefts have been fo few, as to be fcarcely
perceptible. - ’
Indeed, the majority of attendants upon thefe
places, both of former, as well as recent date,
have been led, by fucceflive gradations, to doubt
of the very fundamentals before admitted! And
- he that began with fcruples, concerning fome parts
of revelation, has commonly ended with queftion-
ing the exiftence of a God! Thus Circe trans-
formecd men into beafts, but Atheifm converts

- them into monfters. '

The fuppofition of a candid difcuflion in thefe
affemblies 1s a mere farce; for in proportion as
party-fpirit enlarges its {phere of aftion, candour
_1s uniformly joftled out of its place. The number
of hands held up, for or againft a queftion, is al-
Arays more attended to, than the weight of the ar-
- guments

£ '
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guments in its favour ; nor has any kind of ridicule
- been {pared by the Infidels to enfure {uccefs over
the Chriftians, when other means have proved '
abortive. - '

It has been intimated before, that the London
Correfponding Society, by adding Deifm to its
politics, engendered the feeds of its own deftruc-
tion: and, in fatt, many of the leading orators,
as if they were aware of kgn:::-ing too far, after de--
preciating the charatter of the Saviour, in their
harangues, ufed frequently to add the ridiculous
affertion, ¢ That they believed Jefus Chrift was a
“ good republican.”  This mifchievous levity,
- this fuperficial difpofition, was carried into.every
fcene of private, as well as public life. Having
- no tafte but for fcandal and declamation, among
the multiplicity of publications which they fanc-
tioned, no work upon the relative duties, no
work incaicating moral or religious obligations to
virtue, was either called for, or made’its appear-
ance. Volney’s Law of Nature, or Catechifm of
Reafon, publithed by Eaton, is the only exception
to this charge: but as an unerring indication of
Infidel propenfities, in a hundred houfes furnifhed
with Paine’s Age of Reafon, the former was not
once to be found! Neither Plato, Socrates, nor
Antoninus, though praifed by Voltaire, had any
charms for the turbulent difciples of Paine and
Mirabaud : and hence the advice of a parent or
marfter, for the want of fome ftanding rule or autho-
rity, is generally weak and ineffettual ; a defici-
~ eney frequently increafed by the difference of opi-
nion between a man and his wife. The woman,
we will fuppofe; even from habit, prefers feeing
her children drefled, and at church, on a Sundaj-';
but not to difoblige her enlightened hufband, who
has read the Age of Reafon, this is a point fhe

SR . gives
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gives up ; the children remain all the forenoon in
their every day drefs, or firay into the fields, where
they contraét vicious habits; and thus, all the obli-
aations that refult from a place of public worthip ;
the influence of a copicus hiftory of firiking ex-
amples, and the fanétity and authority of ages is
loft and evaded. But if a difpofition for reading is
in any degree indulged, the fublimity of the facred
Scriptures is perhaps bartered for the effufions of
fome fuperficial or political pamphleteer!

In fact, the whole fyftem of domeftic economy
feems reverfed, by the introduttion of deiftical no-
tions. I have obferved, that the heads of many
induftrious families, who, previous to their #llumi-
naiion, made it an indifpenfible duty to appear
abroad decently dreffed on a Sunday, would after-
wards not only remain the whole day in their
working dreffes, to fhew their contempt of the
Chrifiian Sabbath, but {pend it at home in fottith-
nefs and ftupidity. And yet Paine’s Age of Rea-
fon, Godwin’s Political Juftice, &c. have remain-
ed upon their thelves, and full in the fight of their
poifefiors during the whole time! Others, who
before, were honeft and frugal, have become kna-
vith and luxurious; and while their tables- were
covered with all the varicties of the {eafon, eould,
without {cruple of confcience, defraud their poorer
neizhbours of their juft dues. In other inftances,
felf-murder has put a period to thefe fatal deviations
from order and decency. Thus the minds, even of
adults, after foaring for a fhort period in the va-
cuity which they were taught to confider as an en-
lightened region, undetermined what objett to
alight upon, have funk at length into the muddy
pools of vice ; or having nothing more to hope for,
embraced that dreary fcepticdm which cannot

promife a fafe conduét through this temporary ex-
- i ifleace :
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iitence ; from hence, thefe unhappy fubjélts have
not unfrequently fallen into a fituation fo truly de--
plorable as to baffle every remedy, but have lived:
‘the aftonithment of all who knew their wandermgq

and died without regret !

Inftead then, of the. Mﬂle‘nnmm, which modern.
Infidels had prmmfed themfelves from the number
of their converts, ‘what has been the confequence ¢
Their prblic and private efforts have equally failed;
and, laftly, a number of their members have left
them {pontaneouily; convinced that their notions
upon matters of faith could never be attended with
any wholefome effeéts ; a mode of conduét, as I have
before obferved, ﬁmtlar to that of many n“'embers of
the once famed Rabin Hood Society: Nor s there
any thing which an Infidel ought to dread more
than the reaction of his own principles upon himfelf,
from his inferiors or his dependants : I have known
a recent inftance of a fervant refufing to pay a juft
debt to his mafter; and, in reply to his reproof for fuch
condutt, he pleaded his mafter’s pre-inftructions !
The latter it {feems, had made him his companion
to the Clubs, and hacl frequently told him, * There
tvas no account to be taken hereafter Df a@tmns in
this life.”

There was another {pecies of inconfiftency, which
materially checked the diffemination of Infidel
opiniens in private families; that is to fay, the pro-

penfity of Fveral individuals to attend places of
Chrli’han Worthip, though in the conftant habit of
declaiming againft them all! When fuch perfons
were afked the reafon of this condu&, their anfwers .
generally were, that they went erely for amufe-
ment, or, that the Preachers making excellent

~ moral difcourfes, they fuppofed no harm could be

taken ; a tacit confeflion of the weaknefs of their
OWR fundamt‘;‘ntals but not reffing here, this pro-

1) duced
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duced a ftrong propenfity in their children or fer-
vants to doubt their fincerity in other refpeéts, and
frequently gave the whole of their objeétions again{t
Chriftianity the caft and colour of prejudice. Now
thefe involuntary teftimonies to the natural power
of religion upon the human mind, may be urged
fo far as to prove, that while Deifts and Atheifts
are appealing to Nature for the juftification of their
- wrreligious opinions, that fame Naiure, is confirming

the truth of the Chriftian {yftem, by compelling them,
as it were, to fanftion certain afls of divine wor-

fhip, in fpite of their opinions, and the fyftem they
profefs ;

Nafuram expellas fured, tamew ufque recurret.

Thefe charges I prefume, belong to that clafs of
fatls, which no fophifiry can remove ; but, as many
of them will neceffarily appear new, not having
been urged by former writers againft Deifm, let it
be remembered, that Infidelity having never gained
fo much ground before, among the common people,
the fcope of obfervation was proportionately nar-
rowed: for, till the Age of Reafon was adopted
by the political focieties in the metropolis, Deifm,
to fay nothing of Atheifm, was rather the affair of
a few ifolated individuals, than, as it has been fince
that period, the concern of a confiderable part of the
community. Another inftance of the weaknefs and
inferiority of modern infidelity is, that manifeft want

of paffive, or fuffering, virtue, which feems to be a
~ natural refult of the laxity of its principles. The
Infidels therefore, had they continued a rifing feét,
could never have been formidable ; paflive virtue,
in a civil or a religious body, being the fame as
difcipline in an army: wanting it, both would aét
without energy, or be {ubjett to a fpeedy diffolu-
_ tion,
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tion. How unlike, then, are thefe philofophers to the
Original Quakers, wlmm they are fond of propofin
as a model to other Chriftian dencumlnatmns F l“lrlel'g
Quakers, raifed themfelves into confequence by
cherithing the virtue, in which their modern pane-
gyrifts are moft deficient : the true ground of their
increafe was a perfeverance, arifing from motives
umverfall} difcountenanced by Deifts and Atheits,
that is to fay, a hope of reward bE}’GHd the pre{'ent
life.

In all the recent declamations agalnﬁ the Chriftian
Religion, it is a principal charge that its minifters
are the moft fordid and temporizing beings upon
earth. But how ftands it with their accufers ? As
far as fatts can {peak for themfelves, I anfwer, that,
when their domeftic concerns, or fincerity in what
they profefs, does, as occafion offers, demand any
faLnﬁLe of nlereft ; principle is gen.crdlly given up
I its room, with very little fcruple ; an aflertion,
which if neceffary, could be juftified by a number
of inftances. Chriftianity, on the contrary, daily ex-
. hibits its nobler facrifices of a prefent for a future
good ; a virtue arifing from a temper totally incom-
.pﬁtible with the Infidel fyftem, which admits of
nothing beyond time and fenfe, and thus excludes
the p{:rﬂlh:llty of exercifing this duty towards man;
and a due confidence in the Creator. . Of the phut:;w
fﬁphers, it has been juftly faid ;

“ dis ont F’m t de detruire,
Mais s wélevent rien.’

Proceeding upon thefe falfe principles, while modern
Infidels have promifed themfelves happinefs and
unanimity in their families, difcord has followed.
Among others of this claf'a, the man who has taught

‘his thldr-:.n to avoid a place of worfhip, as a place
E2 of
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“of infection, will neverthelefs fend them to Church,
if education and an annual fuit (for which he could
pay) are the conditions of their attendance; or ra-
ther than his new-born infant fhould lofe the prefent
of a frock, the good graces of a godmother and a
few gn[Tps he will fubmit to have it baptized, and
ftill continue to upbraid Chrlﬁldns, as the mﬂﬁ ab-
furd and inconfiftent bemgs in the univerfe !

Another, if a place is to be obtained under go-
vernment, has no objection to receive the Sacra-

- ment as a qualification ; and thus it happens that
modern Ihfidelity inftead of reforming, tends to in-
creafe the number of hypocrites ! :

As a farther proof of their proftitution of con-
{cientious rettitude, a recent inftance has occurred
of the difappointment of a Benefit Society, in their
with to exclude a member for boring them with
Paine’s Age of Reafon; and who, much to their
aftonifhment, to obviate their complaints, did not
refufe to take an oath before a magiftrate, and to
profefs his belief of that Bible which it had been his
conftant endeavour to difcredit !

From fuch temporizing conduét in parents and
matfters of families, what muft be the inferences of
the children ? Wil they regard the precepts which
are continually  at variance with the praétice of
thofe who recommend them ? Certainly; whenever
the Infidel attempts to realize his theories, he be-
trays the moft confirmed ignorance of human na-
ture. A want of fympathy and commifferation is
alfo a common failing with thefe preténders, who
have at the fanie time fome theory or other, con-
ftantly in their heads for lefléening the evils'in fo-
ciety—which defe€t may erhaps be imputed to

‘the {yftém of fatalifm, pretty general among them.
If an Infide] refufe to contribute to“the neceffities
fJF his bmthrr he may tell you he has no motive,

i nc}t
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not being a free agent ; and in this cafe may Taugh ~
at any reply that can be made to his objettion, '?D
infift upon the fuperiority of the-Chriftian Religion,
~which fuggefts fuch a variety of motives for re-,
peated atts of humanity and benevolence, would
be needlefs ; I fhall, however, ftate one 1nftance :
a perfon, known as a_ prﬂfe{Tﬂr of religion, bemg
folicited to join with others for the relief of a third

perfon, confined for a fmall debt, at firft frarted
feveral objettions ; but, {aid the {olicitor, {uch a one,
and fuch a one, ha\re come forward, and can you as
a Chrifiian refufe to contribute.? This being an ar-
gument ad hominem, which he was unable t to refift,
he gave liberally. But as the Book of Nature, fo
much boafted of by Deifts, is not fo exprefs upon
this fubject as the Book of Revelation, fuch an ap-
peal as I have juft cited, cannot be made to an In-
fidel.

As it muft-be evident to every refletting mind,
that our hopes and fears are the firongeft motives
of all our attions; to expatiate here upon the differ-
ence between ancient and modern Deifm would be
unneceflary. To thofe not verfed in the ancient
Pagan f}«ﬂf.ms I thall only .obferve, that while
modern Infidels are too wife to admit of any future
rewards or punithments, the ancients had their ex-
piatory facrifices, purifications, retributions, and
judgment after death. Thefe dottrines, inftead of
- deﬁmymg every medium which could affeét the
heart, or fix the imagination, })r{:ﬁ,nlu‘-d and pro-
pagated an infinity of ideas and motives of con-

fideration ; while the modern philofophy, urges and
- infifts upon nothing beyond a bare jimbﬁbem‘y*’
A motive which is often too weak to operate upon
dlﬁ:lplmed and exalted minds, and confequently is -
not in the leaft degree quahﬁed to: arreft and fix
the grofler and more Perv erted apprehenfions of the:

. : profane
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profane and vulgar; even the Pagan Polytheifm,
was as much fupermr to the 1ran1tv of modern In-
fidelity, as Chriftianity is to both of thofe {yftems.

Thus we have had a fpecimen of phllﬁ{bphem
without phllofuphy, and reformers, unreformed :
men, of whom, in the language of Jude we may
more truly fay, ¢ Thefe are clouds without water,
¢ carried about by the winds, wandering fiars,
“ raging waves {:-f the {fea, murmurers and com-

« plainers fpeaking evil of dlgmtles

I fhould have obferved, when {peaking of the
inferiority of modern Deifts and Atheifts to  the
ancient Pagans, that the notions of the former
have a tendency to render every plan of education,
vague and uncertain. For, being anxious to fup-
prefs any idea their children may entertain of a
Being, or Beings, fuperior to men, they are necef-
farily excluded from moft of the benefits which the
imagination derives from works of tafte and the
hiﬁm‘y of antiquity. The fiyffem of modern In-
fidelity, if fuch it may be called, has not the leaft
congeniality either with Polytheifm, or the Chriftian
Taith. Equally defpifing Heroes and Demi-Gods,
Saints and Angels; Infidels can never be elevated
with exalted ideas of purity or fuperior excellence ;
and of courfe, befides being deprived of the plea-
fure of wandering in the Howery fields ef ufeful
and agreeable fiCtion, they may lofe all the motives
to virtue and plLt}’, which mui]c pamtmg, :-:tnd
poetry, are well known to nmuimtc

. To every one of thefe degraded mortals, wh@
prldf:: themfelves in being thmg more than mere
. organizations of matter, "~ this fine appeal of the
minfirel does moft f{}rmb]y apply,

Oh! how canft thou renounce the boundlefs ftore,

Of charms, which Nature to her vot’ry yields? 3
The



[ 39 ]

The wa.rbhng woodland, the furrounding fhore,
The ;:-ﬂmp of groves, the garniture of helds;
All that the %&nml ray of ‘moruing gllds,
And all that echoes to thc fong of evn,
All that the mountain’s theltring bofom fhelds,
And all the dread magmﬁceu-;e of heaven,
Oh! how caw’it thou renounce and hope to be forgiven!
BearTiE.

Thus, all thefe low and obfcure puddles which I
have defcribed, flowing through fuch a variety of
channels, have at length fettled in the {tagnant pool
of French Atheifm, which few have pafled m
fafety, where many have perithed, and in which
many others may plunge, during the term of their
~ exifence.

But even this, like the deadly lake of S-:}dc:m has
its fraits, trcmclly to the eye, but mortal to the
tafie ; il perhaps the {pecious - appearance of
Atheiftic virtues was never more aptly illuftrated
than by the remark made, upon the French phile-
{fophers, by the late Emprefs of Ruflia. See Pro-
feffor Rﬂbifun s Proofs of a Confpiracy, page 52
53, 54.  Ces philofophes,” faid the, < font beazu,
¢ vus  de Zue’n 5 mais de plus pres le diamant parait
“ chryflal :” which may be rendered thus, « The
L aEimns and fentiments of thefe ph:]{:ufnpherf; appear
“ like brilliants at a diftance, but, clﬂﬁ,ly mfpeﬁed
« are nothing beyond common pafie.”

The natural mmny, froth, and vapour, (}f thefe
philofophical bodies, have appeared in various in-
{tances, fince the Iltlsﬂd of their vifible decline;
‘the defection of a number of perfons, from the pl‘in-
‘ciples they pmf fled, while in a colletted ftate,
having proved, that thw weré only held together h}'
the vociferation of a few ﬂ]ppJPt leaders, ignorant
‘that Relicion is natural to civilized fociely.

It has faithc*uppa ared, that' many, even while
‘they remained with tm:m fo far from being con-

virced
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vinced by Infidel arguments, only wanted fome
perfon upon whofe judgment they could rely, to
bear them out in renouncing the whole, or the
prineipal parts of their new creed. And this re-
cantation, .t feems, was long declined by others,
left'their cfeifin thould be called in queftion ; Deifin
and Democracy, as it has been obferved before;
being deemed infeparable qualifications.

Thus, as in France, fupported by external agency,
the meteor, which they falfely denominated, the
Light of Nature, might longer have continued to
aftonifh the multitude; but even this admiration
muft have ceafed, when they found its rays afforded
- no genial warmth ; that it led them into a tracklefs,
“void, and, after expofing them to all the ftorms of
adverfity in this life, left them without hope of re-
compenfe beyond the grave. i

But, of the Chriftian fyftem it has been elegantly
fards . «

¢ Religion 1s a gen’rous lively flame;

“ That brightens, not deforms, the human frame :
““ A lambent light, around the heart it plies,

““ Not like a fury, threat'ningin the eyes.

““ Mo four reftraint; mo forc’d concern it wears ;
‘ No public fighs, no oftentatious tears;

“ No felf-applanding boait, no love of firife ;

* No fpleen againft the blemelefs joys of life.

“ As far from thefe are Piety’s fweet charms ;

“ As lettled courage from counfus’d alarms;

** As folid Reafon’s calm confiderate train, _
“ From the wild {frenziesof a moon-ftruck brain.”

CHAP.



CHAP, V.,

Upon feveral recent Caufes of Scandal upon . the
Ejablifhed Religion.—Uncommon Increafe of
Itinerants —Lady Ann's  Preachers.—Vifiting
Preachers at Workhoufes —Societies for relieving
the Poor at their own Habitations—Character
of the late Rev. Mr. Richards, Curate of St.
Sepulchres—Rev. R. Southgate~Origin of the
Swedenborgian Worfhip.—Popifh Emigrants.

ONE of the principal evils, the fubjett of the
prefent complaint, originates in the increafing and
unprecedented number of preachers in what is
called the Methodiftic line, or at leaft, in the Cal-
viniftic department of it, patronized by a Lady,
the fuppofed fucceflor, to the Countefs of Hunt-
ingdon, and hence commonly called Lady Ann’s
preachers. This defcription, befides fuch of them
as obtain appointments within doors, are generally
to be found haranguing the paffengers on a Sunday,
during the fummer-feafon, in the Spa-Fields, orin
the avenues leading to Iflington, Hackney, &ec.
moft of them beardlefs boys, and mechanics or
labourers by profeflion, whofe ignorance of their
mother-tongue is not to be equalled, fince the bu-
finefs of out-door preaching was lain down by Oli-
ver’s preachers.

Many of the former, well known to perfons-ac-
quainted with them before their metamorphofis,
have contrived to appear out of doors, decorated
in a gown, before they gere well mifled from their

in
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fhop-boards! What qualifications are deemed ne-
ceflary to authorize fo fudden a change into a cle-
rical habit I have never been able to learn, unlefs
volubility be miftaken for elocution.

That feveral of thefée upftarts were apprentices
at the time they commenced their minifferial career,
‘particularly one of them, who fancied he was fent
to call the Jews, (in Duke’s Place) is a falt notori-
oufly known. Hence the moft naufeating egotifm,
and the want of every requifite, except affurance,
are {ufficient to make religion itfelf (in the eyes of
the undifcerningj acceffary to its own difgrace,
without the additional ridicule of Deilts and Athe-
ifts, who are happy in the opportunities of charg-
ing the follies of a few upon the whole profeifion.
lumbers of the {ame clafs, as to ability, have alfo
obtruded themfelves as miflionaries to foreign parts.

One of thefe, now a carman to a tradefman near
Smithfield, was abfolutely thipped for Sierra Leona,
foon after that colony was eftablifhed, but was
obliged to return in confequence of a difagree-
ment with the natives,

Though not generally known, it is no lefs a
- truth, that feveral of the ‘workhoufes, in this me-
tropolis, have been ufed as places of training and
exercife for, fome years paft, by thefe fanatical
adventurers.. Some of them, for what they term
exercifing their gifts, abfolutely give the poor wo-
men in thefe houfes a few halfpence, on a Sunday,
to purchafe fnuff, tea, &c. which is again charged
to thofe who employ the preachers, as a part of
their ordinary expences, )

+ At fome of the workhoufes, according to the
~difpofition of the governors, the viiiting preachers
receive {mall gratifications for their labours; for in-
ftance, .a poor creature, now in the habit of attend-
ing Clerkenwell-workhoufe, generally receives a

ing
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glafs of gin, as the reward of his vifit, &nd is far-
ther allowed the privilege of trucking with his hum-
ble auditors for the houfe allowances of pudding,
cheefe, &c, with which he fills his pockets, upon
his return home from what he calls his fermon!
Thisis the fame perfon mentioned in page 19, in the
double capacity of bird-catcher and field-preacher.
Till a regulation happily took place, a few years
lince, fome men of this charaéter ufed to force them-
felves upon the malefattors under fentence of death.
In conformity with the complaint, here advanced, it
has been the opinion of fcveral judicious obferv-
ers ‘of the manners and morals of mankind, ¢ that
‘ great hurt has been done by the fanatical conver-
“ {ation, the vifionary hymns, and the bold and im-
 pious applications of the Scriptures, by fuch
¢ people above defcribed, when attending con-
¢ demned malefactors. It cannot be denied that,
“ in confequence of the moft culpable profiitution
“ of facred things, many daring offenders againft
“ law and juftice have had their paflions and ima-
¢ ginations fo worked upon, and have been fent into
¢ the other world in fuch raptures, as would much
“ better become martyrs, innocently fuffering in a
¢« glorious caufe, than criminals of the firft mag-
¢« nitude.” In fine, the conduét of thefe immoral
preachers of religion appeared in fo odious a light,
a few years fince, that it induced the magiftrates
of the city of London to confine the office of at-
tending li}mn the prifoners in general to the Ordi-
nary of Newgate; but, being refufed there, I can
fee no reafon they fhould gain admittance into
the workhoufes.
A poem, called the Literary Cenfus, which I
have before me, thus defcribes {fome of the cha-
ratters, who are the conftant means of heaping

fcandal upon the eftablifhed religion,
G 2 “ In
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 In terms uncouth, and myftic phrafe they rave
«« Of faving faith and faith that cannot fave,
“¢ The {pirit's teaching, and the fpirit’s rod,.
« And how the Devil over-reaches God ;
~“ How lion-like he {ecketh to devour,
¢« And damns more fouls than grace to fave has pow'r.
¢« You'd fwear, fo loud their rant, and fo abftrufe,
« Bedlam, or Babel’s workmen, were let loofe.”

In a note to page 88 of this pamphlet, I find

the opinion of this inFenic-us author, upon the mul-

tiplication of thefe

anatical {chifmatics, exacttly

fimilar to the impreflions I had previouily enter-
tained, from a confideration of their conduét; I
have therefore taken the liberty of tranfcribing it
at full length.
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¢« The incalculably rapid increafe of thefe lo-
cufts, and the obloquy their frantic demeanor,
ignorance, and vulgarity, entail upon true reli-
gion, and the refpeftable part of the clergy,
render the interference of the legiflature indif-
penfably neceffary. If any of the magiftrates
of the realm fhould honour this work with a
perufal, they will acknowledge that my remarks
are juft. Mr. Mainwaring, to his credit, has
exerted himfelf, as far as the power vefted in him
by law will permit, to fupprefs this unfufferable
nuifance ; but, as the law ftands at prefent, the
hands of magiftrates are tied, and they fcarcel

dare refufe a liceuce to the moft contemptible
blockhead, who believes, or wifhes to make
others believe, he has received a call. I am
credibly mformed, and I honour the gentleman
for his condutt on the occafion, that the magif-
trate whom I above named experienced fome
difficulty in rejetting the application of a mean
defpicable wretch, who, upon being queftioned
what profeffion he followed, proved to be a bellows-

. blower
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blower to aforge, and was fo fhockingly illiterate,
that he could not even tell the letters of the
alphabet. ‘The fubjoined lifi, of fome of the
recently-ordained retailers of the Gofpel, was
communicated to me, by a worthy and religious
friend, and will ferve to illuftrate the propricty
of the preceding remarks:

Mr. Norton, ~ Dealer in Old Clothes,

Mr. Wilfon, Grinder, -

Mr. Timothy Hinds, Sheeps-Head Seller,

Mr. Saunders, Coach-Painter,

Mr. Colfton, Preflman,

Mr. O ; Mangle-Maker,

Mr. Downes, Glazier,

Mr. Hickup, Footman to J. G. Efq.

Mr. Staunton, Tooth-Drawer, Peruke-
Maker, and Phleboto-
mift,

Mr. Parry, Breeches-Maker, &c. &c.

Almoft, ad infinitum; not lefs than 397 having
taken out Preaching-Licences, at the New
Seffions-Houfe, Clerkenwell, in the courfe of
the years 1796-7.”
The author goes on to obferve, ¢ That, having
once touched upon this fubjeét, it would be
an aét of injuftice to difmifs it, without obferving,
as it accounts, in a great degree, for the vaft
number of upftart teachers and dottrines for
which this country is pre-eminently diftinguifh-
ed, that, there is, in this metropolis, a ci-devant
Coal-heaver, notorious for no qualification upon
earth, but confummate impudence and incor-
rigible ignorance, whom, I am given to under-
ftand, is in the receipt of nearly £1000 per
annum, ~He is proprietor and fac totum of two
“ chapels,
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“ chapels, and has lately purchafed the elegant
« manfion of the late Dr. M- h, with grounds
“ and appurtenances; in addition to which, he
¢ keeps his carriage.”

‘Two months after 1 had determined upon fketch-
ing out an account of the fcandals occafioned to
religion, by illiterate enthufiafts ; and, after I had
proceeded thus far in the execution of my defign, 1
Jearned, with pleafure, that this fubjeét of com-
plaint had been noticed in the Houfe of Com-
mons: on Monday, Februry 3, M. Angelo Taylor
gave notice of an intended motion; and in which,
he afked relief in the cafe of licenfing preachers ;
urging, that, within a very fhort time, he had
been applied to, and obliged to grant a licence
to a boy of feventeen years of age, as a Preacher
of the Gofpel! |

I may now add, fince writing the laft remark,
the additional fatisfaction of finding my obferva-
tions, upon the wretched ignorance of thefe
itinerant preachers, fully confirmed by the Re-
port from the Clergy of the Diocefe of Lincaln,
convened, the firft time in Auguft laft, for the

urpofe of confidering the State of Religion;
rinted. for Rivington, St. Paul’s Church-yard,
and Hatchard, Piccadilly.

In this valuable produttion, one of the leading
caufes of the dangers arifing to the church and
government of this kingdom, and the alarming
mcreafe of profancnefs and irreligion, is jufily
imputed to thofe Methodiits, fuch as I have de-
{cribed in London, *“ who attend and encourage
“ a wandering tribe of fanatical teachers, moftly
“ taken from the loweft and moft illiterate clafies
“ of fociety; among whom are to be found, ra-
“ ving enthufiafts, pretending to-divine impulfes,
“ of various and extraordinary kinds, praftifing

8 ¢ exorcifms,

u
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< exorcifms, and many other forts of impoftures
‘ and delufions, and obtaining, thereby, an un-
 limited fway over the minds of the ignorant
“ multitude.” - :

This third and lowelt clafs of perfons, to
whom the name of Methodifts is ufually given,
it is alfo obferved, are neither qualified by edu-
cation for the office of teachers, nor bound by
the declaration of any fixed principles, nor re-
ftrained by any fenfe of decency or fhame; and
fo various are their abfurdities, that they fcem
to have no point of union, except a determina-
tion to calumniate the eftablithed Clergy, which
defign they execute with unrelenting violence and
malice, at all times, and in ali places. ¢ Some
“ of them, it is repeated, pratiife exorcifms, and
¢ capricious forms, and modes of .it, utterly in-
 confiftent, not only with religious gravity but
““ with morality and decency: they have alfo
 frequently denounced the reprobation not only
“ of  particular perfons and families but of whole
» wllacres, and publicly execrated the churches,
“ as bLII’lﬂ‘ nothing but a heap of flones.”

‘This I‘Epﬂl‘t, evidently dictated by a {pirit of
moderation and veracity, farther imputes ¢ the
¢ propagation of thefe mifreprefentations and un-
“ mmpoftures to the private aflemblies, known by
#¢ the name of Clafled Meetings;” but it does
not dwell upon the unprc,cedmu d influence of
the leaders of thefc bands, as they are called,
The latter are, to all intents and purpofes, ather-
Confeflors, in their way; and though gcmml lefls
informed than the prﬁ:achc.,rs to which office: they
occafionally afcend, yet thefe men are pmﬁﬂmn-
ally called upon, to hear the fecrets of families,
and to determine upon, and direét fuch intricate
movements of the mind as would juftly require

the
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the fkill of an acute philofopher, or a judicious
divine ; but, being filled by illiterate zealots, their
manner of queftioning young perfons, relative to .
their fenfations arifing from attachments, &c. &c.
has not feldom been the fubjett of obfervation
and cenfure.

More information refpetting the extraordinary
miflions of Lay Methodift-preachers, in the coun-
try, may be copioufly colletted from the Evangelical
and other Magazines, ftill in circulation, under
the head of Religious, or Miflionary Intelligence.
Perhaps thefe are neither of the loweft nor the
moft mifchievous defcription; however, all muft
tend to fhew, that, ¢ the interefling ftatement of
fafts ¥ contained in the Report of the Diocefe of
Lincoln is ¢ really applicable to a great part of
“ the kingdom,” and that the complaint ferioufly
calls for the attention of the Legiflature, by the
inlet which it gives to Socimanifm, Deifm, and even
Atheifm. -And, farther, that, *“ the fame means
« might, with equal eflicacy, -be employed to fap
““ and overturn the ftate, as well as the church;
“ of which fome flagrant inftances have not been
 wanting.”

If the fame fcrutiny, thus happily begun in the
Diocefe of Lincoln, fhould be applied in London,
we fhall then find the fame defigns of thefe low
and bigotted Settdrifts branched out into a thoufand
thapes. One of their methods, not generally
known, and in which fome of the moft illiterate
bear a principal part, is, in qualifying themfelves
for a more public miniftry, by vifiting the fick-poor
at their own houfes; being employed, by various
focieties, rather with a view of making profelytes
than to alleviate, as they profefs, the temporal
wants of the indigent and fick : for, if the per-
fons vifited hear their exhortations with patience,

half-
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half-a-crown 1is the utmoft rewaid of their atten-
tion; and the vifits and the donation may be re-
peated , twice or thrice. But if, on the contrary,
no difpofition is dhewn to adopt ihe particular
mode of faith, profefled by thefe humble Miffion-
aries, (I {peak from {:Lrtam knowledge) inftances
have not been wanting, when they have departed
without leaving any evidences of their charity !

- Now, while, by the operation of thefe profelyting
agents, “falfe rehgmn i1s palmed upon the unwary
for the true ; and, while the mere endeavour to
increafe a party borrows the name of piety, it is
evident, that a conftant fmurce of {fcandal, dgamﬂ:
the eftablifhed church, 1is kept open, and daily
adding to thofe unchamml.,]e divilions; of which
Infidels are ever ready to avail themfielves; for de-
plLClcltH"HT religion in general.

It is much to be lamented, that fo many op-
portunities prefent themfelves to theie fanatics ;
it is, perhaps, one of the incurable evils attendant
upon a numerous population. IMowever, that
much might be done to counterall them, even
in the metropolis, is clear, from what has been
~done already. The memory of the Rev. Mr.

Richards, Curate ok ‘Bt.-Se ulchrﬁ: s i this city,

is ftilt freth in the minds {}{P his parlﬂlmners his
diligence, during thirty years refidence, in vifiting,
relieving, and admonifliing, the lower orders of
people, both within and beyond the bounds of his
parifh, has made an imprefiion on the minds of all
that knew him which will never be effaced.
Unbleffed with any brilllancy of parts, or a ecap<
tivating addrefs, his {teady and indefatigable per<
feverance, in the line of his duty, alone enfured
him that fame, which he never {ought after.
Though truly humble in his deportment, {o far
from e:ﬁ.puﬁng him to infult, his conduét and ap-

H pearance
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pearance would frequently call forth the warmeit
wifhes for his welfare, as he paffed through the
ftreets. He was, indeed, gentle and eafy to be in-
treated, and was frequently known to rife from
his table, to attend any {udden call for his fervices.
IHe died {o truly lamented, that, as many perfons
can teftify, there were very few dry eyes at the
period of his interment in his own parith-church.

But, with very little income befides his curacy,
it is not to be fuppofed the many that partook
of his bounty owed their obligations to him alone.
As I am informed, feveral well-difpofed perfons,
convinced of his integrity, depofited their alms
with him, to be difiributed at his difcretion: an
office which he had the faculty of executing with-
out letting the receivers feel their inferiority,
-though it was never unaccompanied by fome
fuitable admonition. A Reverend Gentleman, in
giving evidence upon the trial of Jane Gibbs, at
the Old Bailéy Seflions, for September, 1799, men-
tioned his own precaution of wearing an unpow-
dered wig, becaufe Clergymen could not pafs along
the fireets without being tnfulted. A moft furprifing
affertion! for though the late truly-pious Curate of
St. Sepulchre’s ufed to be remarkable for a plainnefs
ot drefs, almoft bordering upon meannefs, and
wore a white bufhy wig, the populace were fo
far from infulting him, that even the butchers
in  Fleet-market, and the very loweft and pro-
Higate charatters in the parith, have borne his
admonitions with temper and refpeét; and this,
in the moments of excefs. Severe examples, no
doubt, would have been made of any perfon
attempting to have trefpafled againft this truly
good man, beyond the bounds of decency or
good manners; an inftance of which, was never
known to have occurred. Ll
But
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- But independently of the influence of perfonal
virtue, the populace of this city- has never dege-
~ nerated fo low, as to juftify the unheard-of precau-

tion of Dr. FFord, which, if well founded, would
have given {uch of our Gallic neighbours, as have
thrown off the Chriftian religion, an idea, that we .
were in a very hopeful way.  The contrary, I be-
lieve, thoufands as well as myfelf are ready to
teftify,

It thould have been mentioned, that Mr.Richards,
having no children, though married, took one of
the girls out of a large family belonging to one of
his parifhioners ; not to bring her up as a menial
fervant, as might have been expectted, but whom
" he caufed to be educated as one of his own; and,
after his deceafe, the was the companion of his
pious relict, his conftant imitator in atts of piety
and condefcenfion,

But befides the public and private duties of his
own parith, Mr, Richards, for a confiderable time,
was engaged in the painful and difcouraging tafk
of officiating at Clerkenwell-Bridewell. Here, his
admonitions in the pulpit were always {feconded by
~atts of kindnefs to fuch prifoners as fhewed any
figns of contrition and amendment ; a ftamp of fin-
cerity and condefcenfion on his part, which was
~very {feldom loft upon the objetts with whom he
was engaged.

The late Rev. Mr. Richard Southgate, of S,
Giles’s in the Fields, was another of thefe valuable
charatters. e was, fays one of his biographers,
“ in the daily habit of vifiting the retreats of fick-
“ nefs and mifery, and the moft abandoned and
« profligate in the holes and corners of that parith,”
And yet, like Mr. Richards’s parifhioners, they
treated him with that good manners which they

paid no one elfe. It fhould be obferved, that
: 9 the
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the pooreft of the Irith, who form a principal part
of Mr. Scuthgate’s late parifh, though Catholics,
}rez& a regular Clergyman with confiderable re-
e

PBefﬂre fuch .condutt as this, how wretched a
ﬁgure muft the Infidel maxim make, ¢ That ever
“ prieft is either a knave or a fool.” A cnndurftt'
which muft for ever filence the objettions bc:-th of
Infidels and fanatics, by demonftrating, in the
{trongeft manner, that a paftor of an exemplary
life, is “ an incalculable blefing.”  Perhaps,
with others, who have borne ‘the apfe]latmn of
evangelical preachers, the late Rev. Mr. Berridge
was a paftor, juftly efteemed a bleﬂmg to hl‘::-_
people.

The real friend and companion of his parifhion-
ers in the country, Mr. Berridge’s charity and of-
ficious attention was the moft impreflive recom-
mendation of the do€trine which he delivered from
the pulpit. In faé&, one would think the bare re-
colleétion of the natural and acquired abilities of
fuch minifters as Meflrs. Berridge, Percy, Peck-
well, &c. would force a bluth for the comparifon
between them and Lady Ann’s preachers ; but,
for the credit of the caufe, this . Ladv would be
thought to fupp{}rt it is hoped that, in future, fome
education will be a firf# and not a sEcoNDARY
confideration for thefe young men, at prefent de-
corated as {cholars, while, inftead of being apt to
teach ; their friends pity, and their enemies deride
them : f{o that the injunétion once delivered to
fome others, wiz.- < to tarry at Jerufalem till their
beards were gmwn ” feems particularly applicable
to their flate and condition.

Innovations, in matters of faith, always weaken
the Gbllgﬂtmns of religion, and fometimes fcanda-
llze its profeflors ; of courfe, the opinions of Baron

Sweden-
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Swedenborg, approaching nearer than any others
to modern Infidelity, may be fuppofed to have ad-
miniftered in proportion to the objettions of Deilts
and Atheifts. What muft thefe think of a fect, who,
under the appellation of Chriftians, explain away
the doétrine DFthE atonement, the refurreétion, and
the day of judgment? ILet them be told,-that,
from the canon of the New Teftament, this new
fe€t have excluded all the Epiftles, which they
clafs as private letters ! That with them the day
of judgment is more a figure than a fact: that it
commenced about 1758, in the printing and pub-
lication of the judgment of Emmanuel Sweden-
borg, to condemn, collettively, all the doétrines
of the Old, or Trinitarian, church.

Thefe and, feveral other opinions, held by the
difciples of the New church, would certainly
meet much of the approbation of Infidels, as fome
of the moft ¢ligible means of bringing Chriftianity
ia general into difrepute.

The principal article of this felf-called New
church, it thould be obferved, 1s juft as- Old as
Muggleton and Reeves; who, after the protec-
torfhip of Oliver, were the firft who publithed, that
the whole godhead is circumf{cribed in the perfon
of Jetus Chrift, ftill retaining the human form in
heaven ; the belief of which, and not repentance,
both Muggletonians and Swedenborgians enforce
upon their %:}llﬁwers? as the fir/ and moft eflential
condition of gofpel acceptance.

Notwithftanding all the recommendation of a
pompous worfhip among the new feét of Sweden-
borgians, the fantaftical difpofal of the two officia-
ting minifters in one chapel, and the drefs of the
paftor in another, imitating a Chef de Famille,
among the French theophilanthropifts, a new Ili-
turgy, and the fubftitution of the name of the

dii5 . temple
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temple for that of church; fo flow is their progrefs
in making profelytes, that to prepare for a decent
retreat, fome of their leaders have publifhed an .
opinion, that it never was the defign of the illumi-
nated. Baron, to found any new mode of public
worfhip upon his dotirines.

But notwithftanding this hint; and a previous
failure at the Weft end of the town, another tem-
ple has been opened in York-fireet, St. James’s,
namely, the late Roman Catholic chapel; into
which, if fome perfons fhould enter, while the mi-
nifter (according to a former cuftom in the temple,
near Hatton-Garden) is reading with his back
towards the congregation, the place may full
be taken for what it has been, and tend to con-
firm the vulgar opinion of a refemblance, between
this New church, and the Old church of Rome.

" Having failed of fuccefs in the Eaftern part of
the metropolis, which abounds with religious per-
fuafions of all denominations, mechanics, and others,
with lefs learning and leifure to make inquiries,
than the inhabitants of the Court end of the town,
it requires no gift of prophecy to predict the fate of
the New church in York-ftreet, 5t James’s. As
for the apology, that it never was the will of the
Baron to eftablith a new form of worfhip, after a
feries of unfuccefsful attempts for twelve years paft,
it 1s nothing more than a clumfy attempt to make a
virtue of neceflity. The real caufe of this prepara-
tion, for a decent exit, is in the doétrines themfelves,
which have too much of the metaphyfics for the
head, and tco little energy for the heart; and of
courfe are not adapted to obtain any lafting iatereft
with the generality of men, after their novelty has
{fubfided. Nor can they produce that change upon
the profligate, which fucceeds to ftrenger motives,
congenial with the natural ideas which uncontami-

nated
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nated judgments entertain of the refults of virtue
and vice: a change, which notwithftanding always
follows a cordial belief of the dottrines generally
taught by the Old Church of England ; but which
the New and enlightened Church, is led to confider
as “ a tiffue of fhocking abfurdities.”

As the origin of Swedenborgianifm in this coun-
try differs from that of any other religion that 1
know of, a little farther digreflion may be excufed.
In moft cafes, new fetts have been collefted by
the fuperior addrefs’ or elocution of the original
founders. Thus, in the inftance of Methodifm,
the powerful appeals made to the minds of num-
bers of people, grounded upon the dottrines of the
Church of England, did really excite and perfuade
great bodies of them to adopt its principles, feeling
their mental intereft in fo doing. Not fo, the
founders of Swedenborgianifm, a feg, which literally
originated in a printer’s job! being hatched m the
parith of Clerkenwell, nedr the {pot where the
Baron had his obfeure lodging, viz. at a hair-dref=
fer’s, in Bath-ftreet, Cold-Bath-Ticlds, while he
refided in this country. Its next appearance was in
an alley. in Little Eaftcheap, partly in the modern
and fathionable form of a debating fociety : but;
~inftead of preachers colletting the people, thefe
people were fo hard run to collett preachers,
that for a confiderable time the office was ge-
nerally confined to the printer alluded to, and
ohe of his relatives. After fome of the Baron’s
works were tranflated, - and = publithed in this
city, the idea of quickening a heavy fale might
have had its weight in the attempts to make
them the bafis of a new mode of worthip. The
celebrity of the ‘Baron was, in the next place, dif-
fufed by the publication of the Magazine of Hea-
ven and Hell; and a Romance, calculated to in-

~troduce
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troduce his, or rather the principles of his editor’s,
among the ladies; fo that with the fubfequent la-
bours of fome ingenious men, and the affiftance of
a few of the wealthy, in opening Temples at Man-
chefter, Birmingham, &c. they have hitherto con-
trived to keep the name of the fett alive, notwith-
{tanding fome fteps have been taken for withdraw-
ing altogether from any farther exhibition in public,
Yet, if appearances are to be trufted, the moft he-
terodox opinions that ever bore the name of Chrifti-
anity, will not trouble the orthodox much longer.

This pageant, this pantomime of religion, having
no fund of fupport, but a flender annuity in the
lives of a few wealthy individuals, can never de-
{cend to pofterity, nor exift but as an additional
article in the catalogue of fome Alexander Rofs’s
Hiftory of All Religions. From appearances, one
would fuppofe this feét already verging towards
bankruptcy, as it 1s not long fince a fubfcription
was opened to reprint the works of the Baron, in
which the fmall {um of one penny a week was not
unacceptable.

How are the mighty fallen!

The late difpofition for a more extenfive fuffets
ance of the Roman Catholic religion, and efpecially
the reliet of the unfortunate Emigrant Clergy, has
not only been the fubjeét of bitter invettive in the
clubs, but out of them, fome zealots, bearing the
Chriftian name, have gone {o far as to publifh heavy
cenfures upon the late Rev. W. Romaine, merely
for colle&ting alms for the Emigrants. = People of
this caft, and thofe profefling Infidelity; withed to
{ee all the ancient animofities between Proteftant
and Papift, revived in the prefent war. To inflame
the Proteéftants againft a government that “enter-
ed into an alliance with Popitth powers ; and;
laftly, with the Tope himfelf, was a favourite un-

it dertaking ;
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dertaking ; but here, exclufively of political mio-
tives, thefe calumniators, were not aware, that
their own partizans in irreligion, the French
Robefperians, by proclaiming death an eternal
{leep, and other enormities, had left their oppo-
nents no medium to choofe between Atheifm, and
the old eftabifhed religion of the country. The
new philofophy then, by its unqualified oppofition
to the Catholic religion, was the indirett caule of.
all the protection, the latter has fince met with from
the enemies of the republic. _ ;

Glad, indeed, would have been the partizans of
Atheifm, could they have perfuaded’Diflenters,
and others, that the Proteftant religion was really
in danger. But, unbappily for them, while they
were {preading alarms of the growth of Popery.
- fome uFits chapels in the metropolis, were attually
fhut up, for want of their ufual {upport from
abroad. And thus, from the charity of the Englith
Clergy towards the Emigrants, the enemies of both
were reduced to the neceflity of branding an ex-
emplary virtue with the character of a vice !

In concluding this narrative, I have the confcious
fatisfaction, that I have removed none of the ancient
landmarks between things facred and profane ;
that I have adminiftered to no new feét or divifion;
and that my defign, however weakly executed, has
not been to deftroy, but to build up ; to ftrengthen
the weak, and confirm the feeble. But did feta-
rians, who build fpeculative opinions, even upon
the ancient foundations, previoufly refleét, theycould
have little hope of benefiting mankind. If they
fail in their attempts, they only reap fhame and
remorfe ; and, if they {ucceed, it is probable, that
they lay the foundation of new feuds and diffen-
tions; and, like the madman mentioned in the
Proverbs, ¢ {catter firebrands, arrows, and death.”

1 ©  Having
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Having now gone through a detail of all the
late branches of modern Infidelity, without the leaft
known deviation from matter of faét; and having
fhewn that the focieties owed their diffolution prin-
cipally to the reattion of their own maxims and,
opinions, I fhall now leave the application of thefe
fatts to the country at large.

But, as there are numbers, who ftill indulge the
ruinous fentiments of Deifm and Atheifm, and
only wait for an opportunity of rallying their {cat-
tered forces, I fhall now offer a few more reflexions
upon the operation of thofe fentiments ; not merely
as they have hitherto been argued from, in books ;
but as they have occurred in real life, fince the
habit of difbelieving the Chriftian religion has been
fathionable. . In " thefe refleétions I flatter myfelf
that I fhall demonftrate the blindnefs of Infidels,

in perfifting to fhut their eyes againft the cleareft
convittions of truth and reafon,

GENE-



GENERAL CONSIDERATIONS.

On the 1 nﬂz.{erite qf Infidel Opinions wpon Sociely ;
anfivering the various Objections of Modern Deifis
and Atheifls againft the Doctrines of Ckrgﬁmm.{y

Non leve momentum apud nos habet confen{us omnium, aut
Fimentium inferos, aut colentium. -
SENECA.

- | | Sl
1 HERE is; undoubtedly, a fecret caufe, why the .
moft convincing arguments, hitherto urged againft
modern Deifm and Atheifm, have failed of cfﬁ,&
viz. a general perfuafion among the zeff.e.fi?zam:r.ffd,-
the nmew pretenders to philofophy, < that, under
“ fome {yfiem of government more favourable
“ than the prefent; their docirines will certainly
“ difplay l]]Ell‘ {uperiority, in exterminating thefe
« vices and indivi (ﬁmﬁ calamities, which, durmtr the
< prelent order of things, muft remain as they are.”
Now; without waiting for this ima?mary period,
the beft mode of inveftigating the {olidity of this
affertion, will be to examine what pro rcfs has
been made in this {uppofed {calé of perfegmn

| B As
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As Infidels have a natural antipathy to miracles,
they will the more readily admit, that every fpecies
of reformation has its gradations; the progrefs,
therefore, that you have already made upon a part
of the cammunit}r, is the beft criterion to enable
us to judge of your probable fuccefs upon the
whole.

To come to matter of fatt: L'!Llrmﬂr the five
years in which the diffemination of your opinions
has been comparatively free, Have any of you been
able to convince the whole circle of your acquaint-
ance, a whole houfe, or a whole family, of the fal-
fity or irrationality of the Chriftian do€trines ?-

It to thefe interrogations you are compelled to
anfwer, No ; Where then is the probability of your
Tucc'eedmfr upon a larger fcale ?

The Romarf fatyrlﬁ Juvenal, has obferved, th'Lt
4 fingle houfe will fhew whatever is done or fuffered
in the world ; it then follows that, if the little
Theatre, upon which you have atted, had been en-
larged, it would (}nl}f have expofed you fo much
the more, to the hiffes and infults of a dlﬁppmnred
audience.. In faét, the recent ﬂmttmg up of the
great lhmphﬂumhmpm Theatre n I’anq though
{fupported by all the firength of the RE‘}]uthHﬂ g0-
vernment, 1s a r..mnm{,mﬂ pmﬂf that no mfermr
ittternpt will ever leu:u*d, efpecially in a country,
which, 'in oppofition to the comparative levity of
the French, has borne the proud diftin¢tion of « A
« pation of philofophers.”

Deftitute of every kind of public worfhip, bE}’ﬂl‘ld
a mere féte or fhew, I would afk you, what im-
preflion this is likely to make upon fullen and un-
toward difpofitions ? ILevelling all diftin¢tions be-
tween facred and prufane, you, alas! have no hiftory
cither to feize the imagination, or intereft the paf-
fions. But, without this, be your public infiitutions

: ; or
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or your Religious Fétes ever fo fplendid, fiill, as
l’hny faid ot the Circcan games ; L‘w;u! novum, mfni
varium, nihil guod non ﬁmd,}pe&tqﬂe Juffictat, muft
ever apply to fuch exhibitions. Not fo, either the
doctrines or dogmas of the Chriftian Religion, they
are fuited to every neceflity, and adapted to every
difpofition. Even the diverlity and variety of fenfes,
attached to the different parts of the facred Scrip-
tures, are the ground of unanimity upon general
principles ; they fix the attention, they excite the
difcurfive faculties in- the mind, or they elevate or
fuftain it under adverfity 5 while the cold and un-
diverfified fymmetry, which your fyftem of reafon
would fuggeft, grows wearifome by its famenefs,
and difgufting from its uniformity. Indeed, while
you muit '1ckn-:nw]Ldtre that the ¢ paflions are the
clements of life,” your introdution of a fyftem,
which tends to quench or deftroy them, is one of
the moft glaring of inconfiftencies.

We, you fay, only wifh to cultivate and improve
the f'acultv of reafon ; this leads to the charge of
another abfmdlty and 1nmnf1ﬁenc,y in your conduét
as philofophers, which I fhall umncdlatd} confider.
Is it poffible that the cultivation of reafon fhould
be yﬂur principal objett, while you are attually
deftroying or undermining the firongeft incitements
to the exercife of the reafoning pmwrs?‘ I am
aware, that in confequence of your prejudices, you
will not readily comprehend this charge ; but I will
explain my ﬂrlg’ The great truths of Rellgmn which
fix and recall the wandcrmf-‘ fenfes and affections of
men, you endeavour to refolve into vain fears and
ufelefs chimeras. Thofe fentiments, which power-
fully ftimulate the mind to a calculation of the pro-
bable effetts of moral good or evil, you deride as -
folly and enthufiafin! You-muft know that a vola-
tility and inconitancy of mind is cominon to youth ;

e and
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and that it is 111d1fpenfably neceflary to fix this vo-
latility, before the faculty of laying down premifesy
and reafoning from conclufions, can be introduced.
You fhould know alfo, that the attachment of pains
and penalties to the non-performance of thefe con-
ditions is necefiary to excite men to action : but in-
ftead of the firong motives of everlafting happinefs
and mifery, as they are exprefled in th{, Scriptures,
what are the inducements of your code ? The Rea-
Jon and Fitnefs of Things! the perfuafion that
virtue is its own reward ; that human actions are ne-
ceffary ; that man is accountable to man only for
any of his aftions ! As thefe are charges which you
can neither palliate nor deny, will you have the
effrontery to aflert, that the laxity and indifference
attending thefe notions have not an indireét ten-
dency to annihilate the neceflity of reafon or calcula-
tion f Men who cannot be interefted in your creeds;
beyond giving them a bare affent, can never fup-
pofe themfelves under the nereﬁlty, either to com-
pare or judge of the probabilities, or improbabilities
of any other fyftem; and principally becaufe, be-
vond the opinion of the world, they have no ftake
to hazard.

On the other hand, the Chriftian, however mean
his natural abilities may be; however weak and
unpraltifed his reafoning faculties, if once roufed
_trom his vices, or fupinenefs, by the awakening voice
of Religion, it is more than a hundred to one, if
his reafoning powers are not much improved by the
change. It then becomes his irrefiftible intereft to
reafon upon the confequences of emerging from; or
apoftatizing into, the ftate from which he had been
awakened. In faft, he not only becomes a Na-
turalift, but he may exalt his faculties ftill higher, by
- contemplating the nature and attributes of Deity;

or thofe intelligences {uperior to man : a fphere to
which
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which the poor alienated Infidel has no excitement.
The Chriftian, in the former ftate, like the prodigal
fon reftored to the houfe of his fathcr truly enjoys
an intellettual feaft; while the Inhdﬂl a fugitive,
and an outcait, and premal!?, if he beaﬁ,niuahﬂ
may be faid te Jeed upon the hnyks with the fivine.
Deluded men! and is this the flate of degradatmn |
for which youplead? Reafon, you affert, is the great
objeét. for which you contend ; and yet, rejetting
the dottrine which can beft allay and trangnillize
the impetuous pafilons, and tﬂlfdk}ng that calm
region where its voice can only be heard, you de-
ﬁm}' the means by which you fhould arrive at the
end propofed! That many of you are not reafoners,
at leaft from your own pnnc:ple‘; cannot be denied.
But what was the primeval caufe of this exertion ?
Moft of your leaders, originally profefling the
Chriftian Rth“lﬂl‘l are indebted to its faith and
dottrines, for the primum mobile, which gave the
firft impulie to their rational faculties; firft excited
and fharpened the talent ﬂfmveﬁlgatmn nor would
they have been able to wound Religion, if they
had not firft ftolen her arrows.

Perhaps, the thunders of that religion, you now
deride, were the means of arrefting fome of you in
a courfe of {fenfuality, which wnuld llltll'ﬂﬂt{"l}f have
fmothered every latent fpark of ratiocination then
dormant in your minds ; and does it thus become
you to depreciate the only medium, by which you
have rifen to your recent diftinétion? Still, this
abfurdity, pt:*culmr to modern Infidelity, does not reft
here ; for degenerating into downright ingratitude,
like an ﬂﬂqprmg perfectly unnatural, you chiefly
{fuftain your charaéter by defcanting upon the vices
" or frailties of the parent ftock; beyond the {phere
of declamation, you cannot exift. The reforma-
fion you plEtLHd t0 advocate, would be your Eealia

ike
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- Like the animalcula, bred upon the filth of creation,
you delight in c]mffm'r to the weak fide of hu--
mamt You have no fuftenance which you do
not denve from its wounds. No foundation.
which is not built upon the ruin of others. Your
confequence is enhanced by their degradation ; and
your unanimity derives all its force %mm the divi-
fions, you are the firft to create or extend. Thefe
charges, harth as they may appear, I am not dif-
pﬂfed to fix in the malignity of your nature, but
rather, In an over-weening vanity and affe@ation of
knowledge. But as this mania has almoft exclu-
fively taken pofieffion of young minds, it may be-
hove you to reflect upon the influence thefe feeptical
opinions may have in future upon your ownhappinefs,
as fathers, hufbands, 'and other relatives. Ceafe,
then, to boaft of perplexing a few weak minds
by a hackneyed ftring of common place arguments,
or drawing a multitude, by the torrent of your de-
clamation » the majm':ty of your objettions to.the
Chriftian doétrines, as it will prefently aPiP >ar, .are
grounded upon pI’tJlelCE and the want of a proper
difcrimiriation.

Tirft, I obferve, that what are called the atrocious
cruelities of the Bible Hiftory, are in the mouth of
every objettor who hasrcad Paine’s Age of Reafon,
without perufing the Anfwer of the Blﬂmp of Llan-
daff. But even granting the full force of the In-
fidel’s objettions, without infiffing upon the purity
of circumftances in God’s gm*e"rvment of the na-
tural world, {fo judicioufly urged by the learned
. Bithop, I wuuld fain know, what influence thefe
hiftorics of cruelty have upon the generality of
~Chriftians ? The acts complained ﬂf were mnﬂiv
perpetrated by Princes ; from whence there is little
danger of their examp]es upon the people ; upon
the {core of inability,: and befides, thele atts are -
. | phf.t.d_
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placed at fuch a diftant period, and are neceflarily
involved in fuch a peculiarity of circumftances, as
to produce very little, if any effe¢t, upon the man-
ners of civil fociety.

If the Infidel will ftill urge, that this inefficacy of
example is equally applicable to the atts of piety and
benevolence recorded in the Scriptures, 1 anfwer,
that upon the latter, the minds of men are fond of
dwelling with complacency and delight, and will
frequently revolve them in their recolleétion ; while
deeds of comparative atrocity are pafled over with
indifference, and feldom, or ever made the fubjeét
of meditation, nor even recurred to, without ne-
ceflity ; or, in the courfe of their reading or wor-
fthip. To prove the charge brought by Infidels, it
is incumbent upon them to fhew that thofe deno-
minations of Chriftians, who have drank the deepeft
of Scripture knowledge, have perpetrated the
greateft proportion of barbarities. Unhappily for
Deifts and Atheifts, the contrary has been the fatt,
as the Papifts, to whom the reading of the Scrip-
tures has been the moft part prohibited, have been
almoft exclufively the perpetrators of the enormi-
ties, uncandidly charged upon Chriftians in ge-
neral.

The natural cruelty of the Mahometans, is ano-
ther argument in favour of the humanity of the
Chriftian fyftem ; notwithftanding the opinion of
Infidels, that the former approach the neareft of the
two, to the ftandard of reafon. '

But, religious perfecution, though not peculiar
to the Chriftian Religion, attaches to bigots of every
defcription ; confequently it is an imputation, from
which unbelievers are by no means free. Helve-
tius, one of the moft eminent of the modern mate-
rialifts, obferves, « there are few men who would
 not employ violence to engage the world to adopt

K “ their
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¢ their fentiments, if they had it in their power.”
A ftrenger truifm than this could not have been pro-
nounced, had Helvetius been an eye-witnefs to all
“the petty malignities made ufe of by his fucceflors
to the prefent day. Very little experience, among
this kind of people, 1s quite fufficient to thew, that
a perfecuting {pirit i1s not peculiar to the Chrifian
communities,

- Modern Infidels frequently calumniate our reli-
gion, in oppofing the forbearance of Pagans to
what they call, the perfecuting fpirit of the Chrife
tians ; a vice from which they fay, the former were
quite exempt. But to undeceive fuch perfons, I
fhall prefent them with the following inftances of
the contrary of their affertions, feletted by a recent
writer in favour of Chriftianity. -

~ Afpafia, having been accufed of impiety, owed
her fathee’s life to the interceflion of Pericles, and
the tears he fhed while pleading her caufe.

Anaxagoras, of Clafomen®, was in danger of
lofing his head, for aflerting that the fun was a
huge mafs of hot iron.

Diagoras, of Melos, had a talent fet upon his
head, for ridiculing the religious myfteries. -

Protagoras, having queftioned the exiftence of
the gods, only efcaped death by flight.

And, laftly, Socrates was compelled to drink
poifon at Athens, by an exprefs law of that city,
againft any perfon who fhould be the introducer of
a new god.

But leaving the ancients to inquire, whether
modern Infidels would not. be as violent perfecu-
tors as any others whom they accufe, and even
greater than Chriftians have been ; this, I prefume,
may be determined by a few plain queftions, and
their anfwers. Firft, fince 1t 1s evident that the
hopes and comforts of Infidels are bound up in the
{ ' | ' pleafures
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pleafures and enjoyments of the prefent life; is it
not undeniable, that any perfons, propagating &
fyftem which tends to difturb their purfuits, inter-
rupt their enjoyments; or leflen their confequence,
muft render themfelves odious ?

Is it in the power of the laws to {upprefs or con-
troul the private hatred; oranimofity;, of Infidels
againft their opponents ?

Is it not alfo probable, that calumny and con-
tempt will be made ufe of to ruin the credit of fuch
perfons, who may innocently fuppofe the prefent
life not to be the ultimatum {:-f all their hopes and
happinefs ?
~ But while Chriftians might thus expofe them-
felves to the perfecutions of Infidels, the probability
that the latter would not be perfecuted in return ;
or that their retaliation would be confiderably lefs in
pmp-:}rtmn than that of the former, is evident from

". yarious confiderations. Ior inftance ;

The Chriftian; expe&mg a hearmg before another
tribunal; may bear with many offences and repeated
wrongs ; and, therefore; will be lefs liable than
the lnﬁdel to retaliate an mjury upon his ne;gh-
bour, or enemy.

He may alfo be quickened in this fpirit of for-
bearance; by the confideration, that he obeys one
of the pofitive commands of the Gofpel; and that,

by the patient endurance of other men’s fdults,
he fhall the better enfure the forgivenefs of his
own,

And, upon the fame belief, he may even go far-
ther, b? returnmg good for evil. ;

Now, as Infidelity acknowledges neither mc}twes
nor ﬂbje&s of this kind, its obje€tions to Chriftia-
nity, upon the ground of cruelty, or perfecution,

are proved to have no real foundation in fa&. L
v g Ve
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We have alfo been told, that the wildom of
a nation may be feen in its proverbs. To the ad-
vantage of Chriftianity, then, we may remark, that
the Mahometans have an adage, exprefling that,
““ He who forgives an injury, dDEh well ; but he
¢ that revenges it, does better.” A mamm this,
which, however it may affimilate with Infidelity, .
militates againft both the letter, and the {pint of
the Chriftian religion,

Having done with the charge of perfecution, I
muft advert to the Infidel’s opinion of the Reafon
and fitne/s of things, which they recommend as a
ftandard to try the abfurdity of Chnitian do¢trines ;
and which, if we could give them credit, thefc
gentlemen have the exclufive privilege of exhibit-
ing to advantage. If fo, how is it that their de-
m‘onﬁrntions have been repeated, years after years,
without effett; and that people in general ftill re-
1e€t their folutions of the phenomena around them?
How is it that your notion of the origination of all
things from a confufed mafs of atoms ;—that there
is no other God than the univerfe ;—that all the
menand animals, which deftroy each other, are only
parts and delﬁcatmns of the fupreme Being
that matter firft fet itfelf in motion ;—that mm S
fuperiority to the brute refults entirely from his or-
ganization ;—that he is like a piece of mechanifm,
or a plant, and that when he dies, all dies with
him :~—I fay, what is the reafon that thefe opinions
of yours, gain no more evidence than they have
done, though they have wanted none of the advan-
tages of rhetoric or elocution to recomend them te
the world? How 1s it that thefe leaves, from your
tree of knowledge, fo flattering to human vanity,
meet with no more admirers? How is it that the
great mafs of people do not join iffue with you in

the



| 89 ]

the fupport of thofe opinions, which are to free
them from the fetters ? their education, and the
preflure of fuperftition and tyranny? But above
all, How is it that your doflrines cannot deliver
men from their perfonal vices and defeéts, and the
predominance of evil habits and paﬂmns ? . You
muft acknowledge that, after all }mlr perfeverance
and 111defat1gablc endeavours to enlighten them,
they do not- comprehend the magmlude and im-
portance of your fchemes! otherwife, they could
not reject them ! What then becomes of your Rea-
Jon and Fitnefs of things 2 'This queftion muft re-
folve itfelf into one of thefe {olutions ; ¢ Either you
“ are not fit to teach ;—or it is not ﬁf that mankind
 {hould be fo inftrutted.”

The fuperior efficacy of the Chriftian d{JE‘frmc
upon the minds, even of fuch men as are, or
have been, immerfed in vice and folly, cannot be
difputed, but by thofe who are enveloped in pre-
'lmln;es which T have found as prevalent among
Inhdels as any defc nptmn of Chriftians whatever.

One of the principal obftacles to your inftruétion, -
1 find to be, thdt flattering notion of Mr. PamL,
“ that every man’s mind 1s "his own church.”

Some of you are ready to deify M. Paine for
this difcovery ;—but let me tell you, he was not
the firft that broached this deleterious noftrum ;
it was in the mouths and wiitings of almoft all the
feCtarifts that diftvatted this kingdom, between the
reigns. of Charles the Firft and Scc,ond Itisa
pnncmle virtually acknowledged by the Quakers,
and was very pumtcdly 1.116—{2& and infifted upon,
by a perfon in the Jaft r:f.nturv known by the ap-
pLHatmn of Cobler How ; in a pamphlet entitled,
«“¢ The Sufficiency of the Spirit’s Teaching ;” and
in plain- fenfe, means very little more, than that

€VETY
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every man loves to be led by his own whims and
fancies, as foon as ever he becomes a Diflentet
from the eftablifhed order of the church: This
explanation, I think, is well swarranted by the
conduct of thofe who have, from time to time,
adopted the principle of ﬁ{ffﬁmﬁzcy

In fact, fo far from anfwering the end propofed,
either by Infidels or Sectarifts, I have generally
obferved, that when this notion is reduced to prac-
fice. inftead of being fufficient for the teacliing of
all, it has been the principal reafon why none have
been fuﬂlcn‘:ntly taught! In'cafes of common life;
men naturally afk. the advice of others, but here
in a concern of the laft importance; every man’s
knowledge is fuppofed fufiicient for himfelf.

Inno imcrle point whatever has the ignorance of
Atheifts and Deifts appeared fo glaring, as when
they affett a capacity for Bible criticifm. Mr._
Paine’s obfervations, under this charaéter, might be
- corrected by many fchool- -boys. With him, neither
metaphor nor allegory is allowable in religiﬂn!
The Book of the Revelations he condemns at once
as a book of enigmas; at the fame time, the 19th
Pfalm, which is almoft a complete alIen"c:«r}f is; 1n hig
eﬁlmmnn a Chef davre! - In fatt, if the ftyle of
our ri;hﬂrmus inftruétions could be q quared, accord-
ing to the demonfirations of ELlClld at which
M. Paine feems to hint, all his repmach upon the
Quakers, about “a drab-coloured creation, 'as
the refult of their tafte, would, with Equal
pricty, apply to himfelf. Several of M. Pﬂme 8
notions are borrowed, but his critiedm is all his
own.

The fmall number of Chriftians, in comparlfﬂn
with the great majority of Pagans and Mahome-
tans in the world, is an m’:r,rf*c‘f.fmz, I will not call
it an argument, almoft idolized by Deifts and Athe-

' Lﬂs
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itts. It is, T acknowledge, formidable in its firft
appearance; but, on a clofe infpettion, it foon
lofes its confequence. I will not only admit the
relatively fmall number of Chriftians .in the world,
but that they are equally fmall among ourfelves,
fo few there are who live up to the fpirit of Chrif-
tianity. This conceffion, however, makes no-
thing againft the univerfality of the Chriftian Re-
ligion, but rather tends to its eftablithment, be-
caufe, among Pagans and Mahometans, there are,
on the other hand, many who, living above the
diétates of thofe falfe {yftems, are, in the beft fenfe,
true Chriftians. Hence, asit is exprefled in Aéts x.
V. 34, 35. « God is no refpetter of perfons, but
“ in every nation he who feareth him and work-
“ eth righteoufnefs is accepted with him.”
Chriftianity, then, is more of a principle than a
profeffion ; yet any perfon who could undervalue
the written word, upon this account, would jufily
fall under the cenfure of the Apofile, Romans,
chap iii. v. 1, who infifts upon the advantage of
the Jews over the Gentiles, ¢ Chiefly, that
¢ becaufe unto them were committed the Ora-
« cles of God.” And unbelievers fhould notice,
that the fame reafoning, ufed by the Apoitle, all
through the fecond chapter of the Romans, is
exaétly applicable to thofe perfons who, at this
time, enjoy the light of revelation, and others who
poflefs it not. Vain then, are the eflorts of Infi-
dels, as they fay, to fimplify Religion ; and futile
the attempt to magnity Heafon, by fuppofing the
Light of Nature, and the Revelation of the Gofpel,
to be one and the fame ! Volney, for this purpofe,
refers me to the remains of Egyptian antiquities; 1
examine them, and am difappointed. As well
might the bigotted Papift appeal to the exterior and
venerableappearance of fome Gothic ftrufture; which

may
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may be furveyed b} the rational with a figh, while
it 1s W{}rfhlpped by the fuperititious: the former,
penetrating its inmoft recefles, might {eratinize the
charaéter and principles of the original accupants.
The obfervations of the latter, would probably ex-
tend no farther than the monuments, the ramifica-
tions of the columns, the floried windows and the
lIength of the aifles! And, as in many old manfions,
fome apartments are kept locked up, under the pre-
text that they are haunted; {o, the pretended
myfteries of ancient Paganifm, like the rooms in
thefe old manfions, are found, upon the opening, to
contain very little, befides anthuated duft, or ufe-
lefs lumber.

And now, oh! ye Reformers of ancient opinions,
nyaurlmders are thus {uperficial and ignorant, how
is it with thofe that are led? The latter, for im-
plicit faith, are not furpafled by any of the Chrifti-
ans you condemn. Among thefe, as faith.is de-
figned to eftablifh an objett, it pmduces and pre-
forves unanllmt}‘ Among you, as your negative
belief is only calculated to remove every reftraint,
except individual whim and caprice, difcontent
and difcord ultimately follow. Where all wifh to
command there 1s none to obey. Thus you neither
*“ enter into refl yourfelves nor fuﬂ'ﬂ others ; you can
‘““neither feek peace norenjoy it.’ “rlthm},ourmi n
pale, having no crimes or failings which you dare
condemn, vou are compelled to {eck them in others!
Where every one is a malefactor, none can afflume
“the "office of cenfor or judge. Where nobility of
mind, 1s not admitted, all are confidered as bafe ;
and, Bty ing no fcope for acrimonious pt(}penﬁtms
at hc'nn-:-‘, this reftraint only tends to fharpen the
daggers you prepare for others, and render
them  ftill more deftructive, No longer, of any
confequecnce to each other, vm‘ can h{}pe for no 1m-
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portance, but in proportion as you diftinguith ynur»
{elves by the inroads which you make upon religion;
as your common enemy.

Like the Indian warriors who recommend
themfelves by the number of fcalps they bring
in, fo muft you exalt yourfelves, or fink into abfo-
lute infignificance. Similar to the fallen fpirltq
you have no longer; any confolation but in mani-
fefling your enmity againft all who have not in-
volved themfelves in your revolt.: Unwilling to
Jerve 1n the Heaven of Religion, you feem deter-
mined to reign in the HHell of your own licentiouf-
nefs; and, having broken from your original orbit,
the harmony and brightnefs of {fupericrintelligences,
no longer excite in you, the correfpondent {fenfations
of dellght and concord.

This parallel, founded upon no fiétion; but upon
a'fober truth, I fhall carry no farther, than to ob-
ferve, that while the fallen {pirits are admitted to
be eminent for their knowledge, you, not deficient
in pride, are the moft confpicuous for vour igno-
rance.

Into fuch a community as theirs, who would wifh
to enter, or who, made ﬂ,nﬂb]e of its {pirit and tend-
ency, W{}uld wifh toremain? What credit or {afety
can be expetted where, religion being excluded,
all the bad paflions are let loofe, or but feebly con-
fined by the {lender tie of human convenience ?
Will th{:-fe who look upon every attion, as the re-
fult of a felfith or interefted motive, rprr.—,& either
merit or virtue in others? Where virtue has no
intereft, it has, of ceurfe, no influence. Where
depravity is under no cheéck, excellence is of no
value. Where fuperiority creates no generous emu-
lation it is the caufe of envy. And where benevo-
lence fails to excite gratitude, it only ftings the re-
ceiver with a malignant, or uneafy fenfe of his nzful-
ority, and the motives of the danor arc conftrucd into

L. {el-
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felfithnefs. Perhaps this is the reafon that, among
the difciples of the New Philofophy, Public Chari-
ties are looked upon a Public Robberies. The vifion-
ary reformers of the prefent day have alfo 2n idea
that the ftate can pofitively prevent perforal and in-

dividual wretchednefs!
~The genuine philofopher will not be furprized
at the contention, and privation of real happinefs
among herds of men, equally pretending to phi-
lofophy ! If petty fqabbles and antipathies, in the
literary world, have juftified the poet’s obfervation
of the natural enmity of wits and authors, a num-
ber comparatively fmall, what is to be expetted
from a whole community of would-be wits and
rival philofophers? Till modern philofophy came
in with its moral equality, other civil bodies ufed
to be compofed of head, feet, hands, and other
fubordinate and correfpondent members ; but here
is a community that wifhes to be all kead!!! Un-
der the contemplation of this chimerical idea, it
15 difheult to name the {enfations which it excites.
Before Deifm and Scepticifm became fafhion-
able, or were rarified into Atheifm; and particu-
larly, when the former was here and there, the
opinion of fome fpeculatift, or folitary enthufiaft ;
ftanding in the fame relation to multiplied Infidelity
as natural, to artificial fociety; the fpirit of piety,
like the ruftic virtues and artlefs fimplicities of ‘un-
pelithed life, would fomtimes accompany its wan-
derings. Unconnetted with the “ corrupt ma-
jority” it might then breathe its guilelefs effufions,
to him whofe temple it conceived * all fpace,”
Still, under the mildeft defignation we can be-
ftow, this is" a branch, indigenous only to the
waftes of fociety, and can never be grafted
upon the common ftock. To defcend from
figure ; the moft innocent of Infidel opinions, once
liberated from the brain that conceived them, and
left
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left to operate, as they recently have dore, upon
large and mixed multitudes, can never be ac-
counted for; the multitudes bemg ever difpofed to
carry thefe theories to cxtremes never thought of
by the theorift, in whole clofet they originated. The
circumftance of thefe domeftic opinions being
atted upon, by a political. revolution abroad, as I
have before hinted in the introdutltion to this
work, has alfo given them a feature, altogether
unknc}wn in the annals of this country.

It i1s a mere quackery, in religion or morals, to
prefcribe reafon only, as a {pecific for the number-
lf:fs difeafes of the human mind. Wax is hardened
~and diffolved by the fame fun. Nor are all men,
as the Atheifts dream, equally difpofed to virtue
and probity, or even capable of the fame intel-
leCtual attainments. If it were not deemed a
crime, by Infidels, to quote Scripture auth&nt}, .
one rmfrht fend thefe modern {matterers in phi-
lofoph m that excellent Parable of the Sower, in
the New Teftament, in which they may find an
infallible theory of the moral capacities or inca-
pacities of the human kind. Though I fhould
not have referred them to Parables, by any means,
had I recolletted their common prejudice againft
thofe parts of the Gofpel, as being purpofely in-
tended to obfcure, and not ?Hr{fhae‘e the truths
they fhould convey! A mode of reafoning they
would not dare apply to the Fables of /Efop;
though as our Lord makes no ufe of the perfoni-
fication of trees, birds, beafts, &c. between the
perfpicuity and ﬁmphcﬁy of the one and the other,
there is no comparifon. The perverted tafte of
- Mr. Paine, for literal mﬂru&mn only, has led his
imitators to think little of thofe fuperior, and more
ftriking modes of imprefling dofirinal truths, ex-
hibited in the Parable of the good Samaritan, and
- others contained in the New Teftament. Yet
L2 that
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that thefe: {erpentine difpofitions, which have no
zeft for fublime truths, fhould recoil from the
depofitories, in which they are preferved, is more
the fubjett of regret, than aftonifhment !

‘Even the reading of prophane hiftory, through
the medium of your opinions, but too frequently
ftrengthens very hurtful prejudices.  General
- charges and infinuations againft religion, and re-
ligious men, are not unfrequent among Hiftorians,
efpecially the moderns. But before you proceed
upon fuch fhallow. grounds, it is neceffary to
weigh the decifion of one of your own oracles,
Mr. David Hume.  The prattice of arguing
agamft any profeflion, from the abufe of it, comes
from you with a very il grace, after he has af-
ferted, that, « This fophifm is one of the grofleft,
“ and, at the fame time, the moft common to
“ which men are fubjet.” He alfo obferves,
that, < the hiftory of all ages offers examples of
“ the abufe of religion; but thofe who would
¢ thence draw an inference to the difadvantage
‘“ of religion in general, would argue very rathly
« and erroneoufly. The proper office -of religion
“ is to reform men’s lives, to purify their hearts, to
¢ enforce all the moral duties, and te fecure obe-
“ dience to the laws and civil magiftrate.. While
“ it purfues thefe falutary purpofes, its operations,
“ though infinitely valuable, are filent and fecret,
« and feldom come under the cognizance of hif-
¢ tory. 'The hiftorian, therefore, has fcarcely any
“ occafion to mention any other than that adul-
« terate fpecies of it, which inflames faétion,
“ animates fedition, diftinguifhes itfelf upon the
“ open theatre of the world, &c. and he may
“ retain the higheft regard for true piety, even
« while he expofes all the abufes of the falfe.
“ He may even think he cannot better thew his .
“ attachment to the former than by deteting the

““ Jatter
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“ latter, and la}rmg open its abfurdlty and per.-
“ nicious tendency.” |
To proceed farther, with refp e& to the mental in-
devotion of the new phl]ﬂfaphers ; if the mind can
concelve a continual eﬂ'erVﬁfcence, or figure to
itfelt a family of children in perpetual warfare
with their parents, it might have fome idea of
the temper and difpofition of modern Infidels
towards the Great Creator. While Chriftians
thank him for their creation, the former do not
think their prefervation warth}r an acknnwledge-'
ment! In E’)’L& deeper in degeneracy, than any
of their pr{:deceﬁbrs through having more light,
they have made themfelves intire firangers to the
fpmt or exercife of devotion towards any objeét
of fupreme worthip. Averfe to praife, and {mly
alive in cenfuring the harmﬂny and beauties of Crea-
tion, Mr., Edmund Burke’s idea, of ¢ the heart
« of a thorough-bred metaphyfician, the cold
¢ malignity of an evil fplrlt and not the frailty
« and paflion of a man,” is by no means harfh,
when applied to you'—To the fond hopes and en-
dearing conceptions of the Chriftian, you naturally
oppofe the petrifying refiftance of the Torpedo!
Thus fallen; your mcntmn of the names of a So-
crates, or Antoninus, is a profanation. To pafs
~.over your dﬁﬂradmw fEﬂtliﬂEntb of the Divinity,
not the regions of Siberia and the gardens of
Hefperus can produce a fironger contraft, than
the chilling influcnce of your opinions, {et in com-
petition with any kind of warﬂnp, .or infernal

reverence, of which we can concelye!
“ (o, then, contratted Infidel! withdraw thy-
felf ftill farther from the views and comforts of
“ thy fellow-men. Still, confined within thy own
“ narrow fphere of reiie&mu perfuade ﬂﬂiﬁif thou
“ art not m'uh, for 1mm01t1lih Avail thyfelf,
¢ then by any means, of all the ddx*‘lm'uges }?f
179 t E
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¢ the prefent life: add to thy eftimation of every
« perithable good; and, ftifling fympathy for the
« {ufferings of others, let thy own accommodation
* {fupercede every other confideration. Regard-
« lefs of the awards of pofterity, leave it to poets
« and orators, to dignify the defire of immortality,
“ as the paffion of great minds: tell them, the
« philofopher, who calculates the refult of human
“ altions, is not to be duped with pompous
« phrafes. Reply to them, that, thoufands have
 perifhed for their country, at Rome and Car-
“ thage, whofe names are forgotten. Perfuade
¢ thyfelf, that vices, rather than virtues, tend to
¢ 1mmortalize a name ; and, that the records of
« hiftory prefer thofe who have defolated the
¢ earth. Tell the advocates for humanity, that
¢ the majority of Heroes have been Tyrants ; and
“ to others, leave the folly of fowing where they
¢ fhall never reap. '

“ From the darkeft corner of the intelleftual
¢« world, thus continue, like the envenomed fpider,
“ to envelope thyfelf, and 2ll intelligent beings in
« the cobweb-chains of neceflity. Believe, if thou
s canft, that every attion, as well as the means for
“ obtaining its objett, is impelled by a firft caufe :
- “ and that even the hand of a murderer is only a
¢ feeble link in the great concatenation of events !
“ Go on,—but I will withdraw from-this precipice,
¢ from whence we cannot look down, but with hor-
“ yor and dizzinefs.”

Having now fhewn the invalidity of the expetta-
tion of Infidels, that any change of the political
fyftem would be more favourable to their opinions
than the prefent ; that, under the pretext of improv-
ing the faculty of Reafon, their neglett of proper
means to {timulate and apply it, has a certain,
though indireft, tendency to defiroy the end pro-
pofed. =

-

Having
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Having refuted the charges of cruelty, and a
perfecuting fpirit in the Chriftian Religion, and
urged feveral arguments to prove its humanity, fu-
perior to the Mahometan or Infidel fyftem.

Having made it appear that the condition of
Infidel Society, is neceffarily a ftate of warfare
and competition, fubverfive of good order, dif-
couraging to merit, and deftitute of proper motives
to excite emulation, or prevent a degeneracy of
principle and praétice : Having fhewn the danger
and novelty of relation, in which thefe focieties were
placed by political events, the Buackery of Reafon
- as an univerfal medicine in morals, and the ground-
lefs prejudices of unbelievers againft the parables
of the New Teftament.

And laftly, having demonftrated their total want
of devotional tafte, or veneration of the Supreme
Being, or any form of worfhip, I fhall for the pre-
{ent, profecute thefe charges no farther.

If it be faid, that I have lighted up the beacons
of alarm, it is granted ; but I have invoked no per-
fecution, nor imprecated any greater punifhment
upon the opinions I explode, than the contempt,
and the caution, this expofure muft neceflarily pro-
duce.

Detached from any political agency, the momen-
tary triumphs of individual, or collettive, infidelity,
are neither to be envied nor feared. 1t is a painful
pre-eminence, and Infidels well know it, when they
again wifh that to be #rue, which they had per-
fuaded themfelves was falfe ! Nor let the reader be
furprifed, that I have clafled Atheifts and Deifts in-
diferiminately : for the common praétice of Infidels,
to cover themfelves with the name of Deifs, is a
mere pretext, calculated to efcape the more odious
appellation of dtheifls. For thofe who will not
admit of God’s moral government of the world ;
nor allow mortals any knowledge of his attributes ;

10 or



[ 80 ]

or who .deny, the immortality of the foul, I fay,
whatever fuch perfons may think to the contrary,
their notions can never prefent to the minds of the
impartial, any other ideas than thofe of doubt, and
- a privation of cvery degree of worfhip or affeétion ;
if they do not even exhibit an obje& of abfolute .
averfion or contempt: fo that between {uch Deifm
as this, and ftark Atheifm, there may be a nominal
diftinction, but no difference. This idea was very
juitly appreciated by the Bifhop of Londen, in his
Charge to the Clergy of his Diocefe, in 1794,
Speaking of the French ; they were, {aid he, « pre-
 tended Deifts, but real Atheifts. . And although
“ the name. of a Supreme Being was fometimes
“ mentioned, yet it was feldom mentioned buf with
“ ridicule and contempt. They acknowledged
 nothing beyond the grave ; and they fligmatifed
< all opinions different from thefe,  with the names
« of fuperftition, bigotry, prieftcraft, fanaticifm,
¢ and impofture.

Thefe dangerous opinions were rendered more
illufive, by the great names that {fan&tioned them ;
but as none of them are more familiar than that of
Voltaire, I would caution the young and unwary,
againft any feduttive influence upon this head. It
1s wrong, in the Infidels, to oppofe, as they do, the
difbelief of the French Wit, to the belief of Chriji-
_zanity by the immortal Newton. For, granting that
Voltaire deferved the panegyric of a German No-
‘bleman, who entitles him ¢ the divine Magician
. ¢ wholfe breath diflipated the thick cloud ‘that
“ covered all Europe, and obferves, that happier
“ in his attempts than Orpheus, he did not ftop at .
¢ humanizing the furies, but metamorphofed the
« monfters of intolerance, fanaticifm, and blood,
“ into humane and fociable beings:” I fay, unlefs
it could be proved that thefe monfters, againft

whom this giant of Yrench literature exerted
himfelf
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himfelf, were the legitimate offspring of Chrif= -
ianity, thefe pompous phrafes mean nothing,
But till the tolerating {pirit. of Proteftants, and.
the perfecuting genius of the Church of Rome,
be proved one and the fame,.the Chriftianity be-
lieved by Newton,. and difbelicved by Voltaire, will. |
remain as eflentially different as light and darknefs.
The Rev.. Mr. Fellowes, in his. Chriftian Phi-
lofophy, with others I could mention, are of the
opinion, that the late enmity of the French Infidels,
againft Chriftianity in general,. was at firft excited.
by the particular enormities and corruptions of the
Romifh. Church, ¢ which: accumulating for cen-.
“ turies, at laft produced a monfter, which devoured.
“ its mother.. The Deiftical philofophers might,.
““ fays he, have haftened its birth,. but they had no-
‘“fhare in its formation. Had they been the ef-
“ fential caufe of the decline of Chriftianity, the
“ fame caufe exifting ftill, would have prevented.
“ its revival ; but the beft informed travellers aflure
“ us, that Infidelity itfelf: is declining, now the
¢ caufe, which produced it, is no more.” _
More, and undeniable evidence of this decline,
and the confequent revival of Chriftianity in France,
has fince been brought forward by the invitation
. given by Bonaparte, to the return of the Clergy ;
the opening of a greater number of churches, and
bis own attendance in perfon, at divine worfhip.
The conduttors too of the public prints, who,
during Robefpierre’styranny,had profefled themfelves
Atheifts, though all of them may not be fincere in
their recantation, acknowledged their faith in.
Chriftianity, in the courfe of March, 1800 ; a cir-
cumitance, {ufficiently indicating the altered fiate of
the public mind in the French nation.
Now, as a collateral proof of the remarks by Mr.
Fellowes, which were written in 1798, it feems this
M decline
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decline had made fuch progrefs in the fummer of
- 1799, as to occafion the fhutting up of the Theo-
philanthropic Temple, and the opening of feveral
churches in the French capital. But without reft-
ing upon thefe events, as fatts, there are {feveral na-
+ tural reafons, from which a true philofopher may
infer, < that the Chriftian Religion, firipped of its
“ abufes, will take a ‘deeper root than before, in .
‘““the minds and affeCtions of the French people.
“ Nor is it unworthy of remark, that the late Rev. Mr.
“ Fletcher, of Madeley, wrote a letter from Macon,
““ in Burgundy, in 1778, in which he obferved, that
““ Popery would fall in France in this or the next
““ century.” . He adds, ¢ I make no doubt, God
* will ufe thofe vain men (the Voltaires, Roufleaus,
“ Mirabeaus, &c.) to bring about a reformation
- “here, as he ufed Henry VIII. to do that work
“in. England: fo the madnefs of his enemies
“ will at laft turn to his praife and the furtherance
“ of his kingdom.” | |

I fhall only obferve, that of the permanence of
this approaching change, no rational doubt can be
entertained. Having borne the laft and moft violent
fhocks of Apoftacy and Infidelity, no hope now
remains for the Infidel, that the light of Chriftianity
fhall ever be extinguifhed, but with time itfelf. The
veil of  pretended philofophy has been torn
afunder, and its features expofed to thame and de-

~ rifton ; while the beauties of Religion have in-

creafed feven-fold. This bright conftellation having
received its impetus from the hand of the Divinity,
no human effort can refift its progrefs. That it
may penetrate the darkeft regions of the earth,
ought to be the fincere with of every man, who
has the leaft pretence to found reafon or under-
ftanding.

POST-
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POSTSCRIPT.

Chronological Sketch of the Origin, and Progrefs
of Infidelity, in England, anterior to the French
Revolution.—Remarks upon Profeflor Robifon.—
New Iluftrations of German. Literature.—Beau-
iiful Tranflation from Profeffor Ramler.—Vindi-
cation of the Sedition-Bills—Declining State of
Democratical Politics.—Phyfical and Moral Su-
periority of the Arijflocracy in every Nation and
Government.

/ A.S it is natural for the mind, when taking a view
of any multiform, or mighty mafs of matter, to in-
quire from whence, or by what means, it accumu-
lated, fo, in reflecting upon the late increafe of In-
ﬁdﬁllty in this country, I was led to conclude, that
the developement of the various fources of this evil
could not be indifferent to a curious inveftigator of
men and manners.

However indifputable the Rev. Henry Kett's
affertion may be, ¢ that the ideas of Inﬁdellt},
“ which had been long floating in the world, were
“ firft embodied into a. prattical fyftem of wicked-

. nefs, by Voltaire, and -others,” I muft ftill beg
leave fo fix its ®=ra in England; long before the
writings of Bolingbroke made their appearance ;
this 1 mu® afcribe to a period of hiftory, which
bears a nearer refemblance than any other to recent
tranfaétions in France, viz. the period of the civil wars,

M2 < betwegn
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between Charles I. and his Parliament. Then
churches were converted into ftables, or ruins, and
their minifters driven into exile ; while their{fucceflors
were divided into various fects, alternately fupport-
ing the mo't abfurd, impious,and extravagant, opini-
ons, whofe variety of creeds naturally tended to the
difcredit of all religious authority.

During this period, I fay, it cannot be doubted,
but as one extreme always produces another, fo
the impiety and fanaticifm of the fixteenth century
were as properly the parent of the Infidelity that
fucceeded it, as the late maflacres and profcrip-
tions in France were confequences of the rejec-
tion of the milder doétrines of the Gofpel ; and
the refult of a decree, that * death is an eternal
¢ dleep1”

That much Infidelity did fucceed the civil wars
of Charles 1. was moft vifible in the licentious
reign of his fucceffor; and may alfo be gathered
from the many treatifes written againft avowed and
unqualified Atheifm before the clofe of the fix-
teenth century: even the learned Dr. Henry More
did not think the Atheifm of that time beneath
his attention. .

This monfirous feature, in the religious hiftory of
this country, did not efcape the French writers ;
Boffuet in particular {eems to treat Free-thinking,
¢ as the laft refuge of minds tired out with reli-
 gilous wars, and the revolutions to which they
¢ pave rife.”
~ Charles II. Monfieur Grofley obferves, « either
¢ through a fecret attachment to the Roman Ca-
“ tholic religion, or from views merely political,
« favoured the Free-thinking turn Ggf Eis {ub-
S jecks.” .

James II. to increafe a toleration that fuited his
purpofe, fuffered all the Latudinarians, among the

| - g Noncon-
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Nonconformifts, to efcape notice ; and, in the reien
of William III. it is obferved, that Shaftefbury and
and his admirers thought very freely upon religious
fubjeéts.

In 1696, John Toland publithed his Chriftianity
not Myfterious; a work publicly burnt in Dublin,
as foon as it appeared ; but, flying to England, the
author and his book were left unmolefted.

Encouraged by this reception, in 1699, he pub-
lifhed the Life of Milton; in which, infinuating
his doubts concerning the authenticity of the Old
and New Teftaments, he next anfwered his nu-
merous obje€tors, in another work, intituled,
Amyntor. :

The ineffettual oppofition made to thefe writings,
by the inferior Clergy, affembled in convocation
in 1702—(See Life of Toland prefived to his Works,
- in 1725) only tended to increafe their popularity
- and reputation. - :
, In 1705, the Works of Lord Herbert, of Cher-

- bury, were firft publithed in Englifh.

In 1713, Collins’s Difcourfe upon the Rife and
Growth-of a Seét, called Free-thinkers, {erved to
increafe the confequence of that party ; the more
. fo, from the number of replies made to it by Dr.
- Bentley, and other Clergymen.

In 1716, it may be fuppofed, that Free-thinking
had made fome progrefs in the genteel or literary
world, as a very {enfible and well-written pamphlet
- made its appearance-in behalf of the belief of a
providence, &c. addrefled to the Wits, at Button’s
Coffee-houfe ; not Addifon, Steel, or Arbuthnot,
it is fuppofed, but fome of the minor geniufes.
~ In the reign of George I. Socinianifm, fo near

a-kin to Deifm, was difclaimed by that monarch,
who, as head of the church, publifhed a procia-
mation, prohibiting the diffemination of fuch

B ; writings
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writings as were favourable to the new opiniofis
concerning the Trinity. . _
The New Annual Regifter, for 1782, obferves,
¢ that the firft and moft fermidable attack upon:
« the Chriftian religion was made by Lord Her-
« bert, of Cherbury. Collins, was atterwards fol-
 lowed byToland ; and Tindal’s Chriftianity, as Old
¢ as the Creation, fucceeded to Morgan’s Moral
“ Philofophy ; then came the more fubtle perform-
* ance of Chriftianity not founded on Argument.”
From Bifhop Gibfon’s Paftoral Letter, in 1729,
though principally directed againft Woolfton’s
Treatment of the Miracles,and the publications of
Chubb, which immediately fucceeded, and con-
tinued till 1749, it appears, that no refpite
was fuffered to take place. It fhould alfo be ob-
ferved, that, between 1730 and 1744, the firft
period being that which produced the famous con-
troverfly of the Refurreftion, and the celebrated
pamphlet, the Tryal of the Witnefles : there were
three editions of a Deiftical Anfwer to the fame,
by Mr. Peter Annet ; befides two other pamphlets
written by him, viz. the Refurrettion Reconfider-
ed, and, laftly, the Refurreétion Defenders fripped
“of all Pretences. Thefe things, from the_ con-
veniency of their price, and the zeal of- the party
who diftributed them, who, no doubt, confidered
themfelves as a rifing Seft, certainly had their
weight in'fhaking the pillars of popular opinion,
among the middling and lower ranks of men.
Under the reign of George II. ¢ the philofophy
of Shaftefbury, became fo far predominant, that,
« for a number of years, no book was more uni-
« verfally admired, or more generally read, among
« people of tafte and fathion, than that nobleman’s
¢ Charatteriftics.” .

L4

Lal

Thei’;;*‘



e ]
~ Thefe were fucceeded by the publication of
Lord Bolingbroke’s Effays, about the year 1754,
by his friend Mallet ; of whom Dr. Johnfon ob--
ferved, ¢ that he difcharged the blunderbufs, the
‘ noble author had left loaded, again{t the religion
““ of his country.” Queen Caroline, it 1s alfo re-
ported, was favourably difpofed towards thefe he-
terodox-opinions. . :

In Monfieur Grofley’s New  Obfervations on
England, in 1765, he obferves, that Catholics,
Church of England men, Methodifts; &c. all make
a common caufe againft a Sett which every day
gains ground ; I mean Free-thinking.

Relative to the original Debating Societies, per-
haps the ultimate celebrity of the Robin Hoed, the
firft of thefe dangerous Schools of Eloguence, br
the impatience of fome of its members to appear
in print, was the caufe of the profecution of Peter
Annet, one of its members, and his f{entence of
one year’s imprifonment in Newgate, with an ex-
pofure in the pillory. ‘Nor had the final difperfion
‘of this Society, about 1773, fcarcely taken place,
before the Infidel fyftem was transferred, with in-
creafing attrattions, into the clofet, by the fathion-
able reception of the writings of Hume, and the
daily improvements of Voltaire, D’Alembert, an
the French philofophers in general.

The aflociation at the Robin Hood, it cannot be
doubted, had left the feeds of Infidelity deeplv
rooted in many of the mémbers, who recollecied
the fpeeches of Annet; Dr. Lucas, of Dublin;
and other orators of no mean talents. "Among
thefe people, the profecution of Annet was a fre-
quent fource of converfation ; while the kindnefs
he experienced, from the amiable and ever memo-
rable Archbifhop Secker, was forgotten, or only

confined to the knowledge of a few.
: During
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During Annet’s imprifonment, in Newgate, that
worthy primate, I have been told, fent to make
fome inquiry into his pecuniary affairs, and offered
fome comfortable afliftance, which Annet, far
advanced in years, did not live to enjoy; and
from the following paflage of the prefent Bifhop
of London’s Review of the life of Archbithop
Secker, it -appears, that’ Mr. Annet was not
the only objett of fuch generous treatment on
the part of the primate. ¢ Whenever any pub-
¢ lications came to his knowledge that were
“ manifeftly calculated to corrupt good morals,
“ or {ubvert the foundations of Chriftianity,
“ he did his utmoft to ftop the circulation
“ of them: yet the wretched authors them-~
“ felves, he was fo far from wifhing to treat
“ with any undue rigour, that he has more
“ than once, extended his -bounty to them in
“ diftrefs.” - The tranflation of the whole works
of Voltaire, and their repeated publication in
fixpenny numbers, was alfo the means of put-
ting the public in pofleflion of his plaufible
dialogues between a Chriftian and an Honeft
Man, a Caloyerian, &c. And thefe were again
multiplied, when the complete fets being fold
off, the remains were a fecond time diffeminated
among an inferior order of readers, by their
expofure upon the bookfellers ftalls, in common
with fecond-hand magazines, at no mere than
one pepny a nuinber. ;

As under parts to the principal alts of Infi-
delity, upon  the grand ftage of literature, it
might have been obferved, that, for near a cen-
tury paft, Blount’s Oracles of Reafon, Collins
en the Free-thinkers, &c. have lain upon the
bookfellers ftalls, courting the infpettion of paf-
fengers; and that, after the public had been

accommodated,
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accommodated, in the fame way, with the wafle
paper of Morgan, Mandeville, Annet, Chubb, and
all the fecond race of Infidels, near half a century;
by way of a more refined entertainment, the cir-
culating libraries were fupplied with the Eloifa
and Emilius of John James Roufleau, and other
tranflations from the French, equally fubverfive
of good morals. To the literary abilities, above
vulgar ken, we may add, thofe of Gibbon, the
hiftorian ; The Apology for the Life and Writings
of David Hume, and that impertinent parade
about' his domeftic virtues, fo fmartly replied to
by the late Dr. Horne ; and, next to thefe, we might
reckon the cheap editions of the Philofophical
Dictionary, by Voltaire; printed at London and
Forky

Upon the whole, from the recolletion of the
remote concatenation here adduced,-it may be
prefumed, that Infidelity had attained a degree
of relative antiquity, and thus impoefed upon
many, who would have rejefted a novelty, as
hazardous and queftionable.

But, after all, where Infidelity has failed of com-
plete fuccefs, many upon whom ‘it has operated
have been, at leaft, brought under Socinianifm, .
the Frozen Zone of religion, even if it can deferve
the name; for, before Dr. Prieftley had attained to
his paft celebrity as a divine, this opinion undoubted-
ly had its effetts in deadening the human heart. But,
when his improvements upon it, were dignified
_ with the name of philofophy, the warm tide of
intellectual life immediately ceafed to flow. The
charatter of a materialiff was fixed, and all the
benignant fources of genuine Chriftianity, which
might have been expefted in this quarter, were
hermetically {ealed.

N- It
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- It was this great chemift who reduced all the
ideas of the grand enemy of the human race to a
mere *° perfonification of human pafions;” from
whence, and {imilar refinements in what was called
the < corruptions of Chriftianity,” a difcuflion of
queftions, in the debating focieties, on a Sunday
evening, previous to 1781, fubverfive of all the
fundamentals of our rehgmn operated as a fuffi-
cient juftification of the Sunday Reformation-Bill,
paffed in that year, which, by prohibiting the
taking of money at the dnnrs put a temporary
ftop to the increafe of Infidelity in the lower orders.

But this hydra had too many heads to be crufhed
atonce; for, in 1786, it was remarked by Arch-
deacon Paley in his Moral Philofophy, ¢ That Infi-
¢ delity is now ferved up in every fhape that is
s 'erIy to allure, furprize, or begulle the imagi-
nation, in- a f'l.blf,, a tale, a novel, or a poem,
i 11'1t::1fperfcd or broken hints, remote and ob-
¢ lique furmifes, in books of travelﬂ. of philofo-
¥ phy, of natural hiftory, in a word, in any form
¢ rather than that of a prnfdfcd and regular dif-
“ ‘quifition.”

.~As to focieties which fubfifted in the interval
- which T have gone over, that in Margaret-fircet,
Oxford-road, was the next, both in the order of time
and in 1ts publicity, to that of the Robin Hood.
But neither the gentleman, then known by the
appellation of the Prief of Nature, and Whﬂ
delivered Deifiical le¢tures in his chapel, 1
1775-6, nor his congregation, fhould, by any
means, be ranked with thofe pﬂﬁlfemua clubbifts -
of l‘ltE date ; although 1t unfortunarely happened
thiat His redewal of & dangerous profeflion ot falfe
philofophy continued the Concatenation of Infide-
lity nearer to the @ra of the French Revolution,
which,

(411
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which, afterwards co-operating with thofe. princiv
ples, increafed the number of Englith Infidels
beyond all precedent. |

From the period when the above-mentioncd
lectures, in Margaret-ftreet, had clofed, till the
publication of the Age of Reafon ; Deifm, and the
heterodex opinions of the -times, feemed to have
taken up their laft refuge in a pretty numerous
gircle, near Hoxton, among a kind of ZFnfidel My/-
tics, known to ftangers, from the circumiiance of
broaching their fentiments in fome writings and
public places, by the appellation of Adncient Deifis,
as well as from the profeflion of their belief in the
“eternity of the univerfe, &c. 'T'his place, being
attended by fome perfons above the common line
" of life, finally operated as a kind of vortex, which
naturally attratted the reftlefs and diffatished of
every fect within its circle. Here human learning
was declaimed againft, as one of the greateit enc-
mies to human happinefs or the improvement of
the intelleét, and dreams, vifions, and immediate
revelations, were recommended as a fublfiitute !
The faculty of foretelling future events was alfo
infifted upon; the difcernment of {pirits, by the
phyfiognomy, the voice, the gait, &ec. together
with the - poflibility of converfing with departed
fouls. In flzz:':‘i"t, thofe pretences were carrried fo far,
that any vifitor, not m the habit of hearing fuper-
. natural voices, or not informed of the common
occurrences of the day, by the miniftration of
Angels, would have been treated as a novice, and
a difciple of the loweft form.

It was by no means unnatural, that this af-
femblage fhould be made up of Alchymifts, Aftro-
logers, Calculators, Myftics, Magnetizers, - Pro-
phets, and Proje€tors, of every ciafs, =~ In fact,
this community feemed “ to embrace all the ec:
| j N 2 ¢ centrig
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“ cenfric modes, fettaries, vifionaries, fanatics,
¢« enthufiafts, rationalifts, and every other name,
“ into which affe€tation, whim, folly, or caprice,
“ divide the populace, :

Several of the members of this fociety have dif-
tinguifhed themfelves, in their habits and manners,
truly eccentric; but, as a defcription of them
would be too long for the prefent purpofe, I fhall
only obferve, that, there was fo little of real religion
in their compofition, that it almoft immediately
yielded to the ftronger impulfe of the French
Revolution, and terminated in the general con-
verfion of the members into politicians and in-
guirers after news.

What has occurred among {ucceeding afloci-
ations, fince the period laft mentioned, has been
fufficiently noticed in the former part of this
work,

Relative to Profeflor Robifon’s Hiftory of a
Confpiracy, &c. I fhall now obferve, that, after
the minute details, given by him and the Abbé
Barruel, of the objett of the French and Ger-
man affiliations, no perfons, unlefs they are totally
abforbed in prejudice, can any longer affeét to
look upon the relations of thefe authors, as
being raked together, merely to ferve a party-
purpofe.

Without the evidence which they have adduced,
it certainly would demand fome firetch of credulity,
to admit that Deifts and Atheifts have aflociated,
near half a century, for the fole purpofe, as Voltaire
exprefles it, to « Ecrazer I'Infame,” wviz. Crufh the
Wretch, Chrift! However, the only difference be-
tween the Englith and French Infidels, is, in the
term of their exiftence ; the latter had arrived at
maturity, while the former, being anticipated in
their view, a falutary check was oppofed to their

progrefs,

LY



[ 88 )

progrefs, before they were capable of feeling thely
1hength

Every good member of fociety, now enjoying
the beneﬁt of a ftate of internal tranﬂmlhn or com-
paring it with the ftorms and convulfions of a neigh-
bouring kingdom, will, next to Providence, blefs the
means of his prefervatmn and, penetrated by the
advantages he enjoys, they will at leaft m{'pm, him
with a tacit juftification of meafures, at firft, perhaps,
deemed harfth. I mean, thofe meafures which have
been adopted by a vigilant government, and whu,h
have, undeniably, prevented the diforder and con
fu{'an which muft have otherwife enfued.

The blind tools of a party, and fhallow po-
liticians, may continue declaiming againft what
they deem unneceflary violations of the forms of
the conftitution, as if the executive could at all
time be ufeful without a difcretionary and a dif-
penfing power.

It is to very little purpofe, that fome p:?niﬂ{*
argue, that, the modern democratic party has
rcally or apparently received the fanttion of fome
re{pectable names in this country, both in and out
of the fenate. But if any fuch perfons have
flattered themfelves, that a Parliamentary Reform
was the real object, and not merely the faliing-
horfe of the focieties, their want of information
is really to be pitied. They muft have known
very little of the hatred borne to all the privileges
of birth ox acquirements, or of the frenzy, which
fmnehmes raged in the brains of their humble
friends in the city, and eaftern {uburbs; or how,
impatient they were of the tardy proceedings in
St. Stephen’s Chapel ; the fafety and continuance
of which was prmmpaﬂ}f owing to an.augmenta-
tion of the aflociated Vc:hmteer—CDrps Of courfe
~they muit be ignorant of the obligations they are
under



[ %]

under to thofe who, directed this military force,
and altually prevented the madnefs of democracy
from a phaeton-like affumption of .the reins of go-
vernment ; from whence the whole ifland might
have been kindled into a combufiion more de-
{ftrutive than the infurreétion of Jack Cade, or any
of the diforders of his fucceffors. I will even
hazard the fuppofition, no Volunteer-Affociations
being formed, -that republican frenzy had pro-
Lfecd-:.d fo far as to corrupt the Guards, and feize
or maflucre the whole Houfe of Commons; or
as many of them as they found fitting; could
thefe madmen f{uppofe any men, or fet of men,

would have accepted of the government at then
hands, reeking with the blood of the Senate?

I truft there are none, who bear the name of Bri-
tons, fo loft to the dignity of the national. cha-
m&er, or of a caft {o ﬂtngumaw or dc:gmdfd

Of courfe, hatmg both the treafon and the traitors;
the fhocking deed would have reverted, with ten-
fold vengeance and remorfe, upon the heads of
the perpetrators ; while its rcfulta muft have juf-
tified the moft E!.ﬂ:lla'li‘.lg and, perhaps, unheard-
of recrimination. I Jntlnnted that the fafety of
the fittings of the Houfe of (,{:rmm(}m was owing
to the formation of the Volunteer-Corps, while
democracy raged in this metropolis. I repeat it:

for, notwithftanding not more than one perfon,
as far as I recolle¢t, has been conviéted of fe-
ducing the foldiery from their allegiance, fuch at-
u.r:*mpts, among the Clubbifts, were not cafual, but
part of a {yftem conftantly atted upon. To mingle
with, and’ to treat, the foldiery was as much a
part of the duty, while the Clubs exifted, as it
was to meet at the divifion-rooms; and reports
of progrefs, in this undertaking, were conflantly

made and applaudud
| may
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[ may neither have the abilities to pronounce,
nor the confequence to fubftantiate, a panegyric
upon eminent charatters; but as the effetts of
meafures are the beft comment upon the abilities
of the men who produced them, let us farther
fuppofe, for argument fake, that, after the recent
adoption of French rw{:-lutmmuy principles in this
country, the government had delayed the punith-
‘ment or prevention of any overt-act, till matters
had proceeded as- far as they were carried in
1780! Will any of their accufers, then, take
upon them to fay where the confequences would
have ended? I will now hazard a contraft: the
popular tumuit of 1780, without any national
views, and without any leaders to direct 1ts move-
ments, eventually coft the lives of two hundred
perfons; while the more recent defperate {cheme,
to overturn all the confiituted authorities of this
Ringdom, has been baffled, by the mere imprifon-
ment of lef$ than half that number, many of whom
were afterwards liberated.

That government in difp{‘rﬁng thefe focieties,
and hindering their re-organization, have atted
upon the pnnuph, that “ prevention is better
than punifhment,” 1 believe might be jufiified by
{fome who have fmarted moft ﬁ:—wu ly for their
attachment to republicanifm. The dffff, and not the
imprifonment, in the Houfe in Cold-Bath-Fields,
being their principal complaint. But even this
‘was not permanent; it being now fome months
Aince the few confined for feditious prattices have
been put upon the allowance of ftate-prifoners,
while their wives and families, in order that the
innocent might ‘not fhare the punifbhment of the
guilty, have had an allowance from government
of half-a~-guinea, and fifteen fhillings, per week.

But
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But it is not impofiible to add to the teftimonies
brought by meeﬁnr Robifon, as to the real views
of ibe {elf-named philofophers: the following paf-
fage in the late Lord Orford’s Letters, written
in 1765, and which could not be bmught forward
to promote the views of a party, may now ferve
our purpofe with double effett:

¢ The Dauphin, fays he, will probably hold

“ out very few davs His death, that is, the
“ near profpect of it, fills the phllofc}phers with
“ the greateft joy, as it was feared he would en-
.. deavour the reftoration of the Jefuits. You will
 think the fentiments of the philofophers very odd
 flate-news ; but, do you know who the philofo-
« phers are, ¢r what the term means here? in the
s firft phce it comprehends almoft every body ;
“ and, in the next, men, who, avowing war againit
& l’r:mpu}, aim, many c}j ffwm, at a Jfubverfion of
“ all religion ; and Jiill many more at the deftruc-
“ fion of n*ﬂa!pn* er. How do you know this?
“ vou will fay; you, who have been but fix weeks in
*« Trance, three of which you have been confined
“ to your chamber. True: but in the firft period
“ 1 went every where, and heard nothing elfe;
“ in the latter, I have been extremely vifited, and
“ have had long and explicit mnvf:rfatmns with
“ many who think as I tell you, and with a few
« of the other fide who are no lefs perfuaded that
 there are fuch intentions. In particular, I had
“ two officers here the other night, neither of them
““ very young, whom I had dlﬁiLult3 to keep from
“ a ferious quarrel, and who, in the heat of the
“ difpute, informed me of much more than I could
“ have learned with great pains.” Vol. V. p. 123,
in addition to the more recondite colletion of
falts, which the Profeffor has feleCted from the
German language, I fhall next notice a Memorial,
written
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in 1733; upon Secret Aflemblies: Vide, Des Herh
Baron Von Holberg's ubrige Kleine Schriften, Co-
%&nhagen printed, 1755.- In this work, fays

aron Holberg, “ I deemed it neceflary to pub-
““ lith my Philofophical Confiderations upeon the
 {fubjett of Secret Societies, becaufe 1t is ‘no-
““ torious, that, at this period, feveral of them exift
“ in various parts of Germany, the propagation
 of whofe extravagant opinions feem calculated
“ to excite defpair rather than devotion.”

But whatever might have been the precife ob-
jett of thefe Secret Affemblies, the ftriking fimi-
larity, which the Baron traces cut between the
caufes that led to the death of Charles I. of
England, and thofe we have witneffed preceding
the late French Revolution; I fay, whatever the
views of the former might have been, he makes
it appear, that, the proceedings of the Englifh
regicides in that reign, like the recent commotions
in Irance, caufed fome alarm, and the adoption of
meafures of precaution in fome of the neighbouring
ftates. We fee, fays Baron Holberg, (in his Con-
fiderations before-mentioned)rfrom an Ordinance,
publithed, Wintermonar, DLC:H‘leI‘ 24, 1655, that
our gracious Sovereign, Frederic IlI. ftifled the
Secret Affemblies, of that period, in their birth;
not fo much on account of the falfe do&trines
which they taught, but for fear of the bad confe-
quences ufual?' refulting from {uch private meet-
' Ings, the effeéts of which, we had learned by ex-
perience. And farther, that what was, al ﬁ.r:/f
only the bufinefs of the Clergy, or the Pufscf, at
length required the affiffance of the Military —
Fhﬂ grand Rebellion of England, the Baron goes
on to fay, has fupplied us with proofs of the
effeCts of thefe divifions. That tragedy, which
has occafioned fo much prejudice to ﬁellcrmn and
25 - the



[ 98 ]

the State, had thie fame kind of beginning, wvix.
Secret  Affemblies, Attacks upon Public Worjhip,
Prophecies, The capectation of the Millenium, An
equal divifien of Property, or the pofleffion of all
things in common.  Gleicheit unter Menfchen zu
ﬁq/feﬂ viz. the Imflitution of Equality among
Mankind and the like!!! His Danifh Majefty,
therefore, thinking it neceflary to ufe a timely
preventative of the evil of Secret Societies, iffued
the following Ordinance againft them:
« Wir I‘rmdrlck der Dritte, &c. thun hiemit
“ kund und zu wiflen: Da unfere Vorfahren fo-
“ wohl, als wir, es beftandig unfere vornehmfte
“ Sorge haben feyn laflen, dafs das heilige und
‘e wahre Wort Gottes rein und lauter erhalten
“ und bewahret werde, fo haben wir doch. er-
“ fahren, wie der Meifter der den Weizen mit
“ dem Unkraut zu unterdrucken und zu werder-
“ ben fuchet, das heilige Predigtampt und Mi-
“ nifterium in Verachtung zu bringen f{uchet, in-
“ {onderheit dadurch, dafs er durch heimliche und
“ {chadliche Zufammenkunfte, die fo es nicht bef-
“ fer verftehen, vo  unferer Kirche, und dem
«« sebrauchlichen ‘Gottefdienft = abzuleiten vers
. ?u(,het Daher is unfer ernftlicher Wille und
““ Befehl, an alle hohe und niedrige Obrigkeit,
“ dafs fi darauf Acht haben, fo, wie fie es vor '
“ uns zu verantworten gedenken &c.”
To the following effett :
« We, Frederick ITI. &c. hereby declare, and
“ make knnwn fince it has been the conftant care
“ of our predeceflors, as well as ourfelves, to re-
“ tain and preferve the true and- facred Word of
“ God in its purity; and as we have learned,
that certain perfons are endeavouring to cot-
rupt. and to tread down the wheat with the tares,
“ and to bring the Mlmﬁrv and the facred Oﬁcei&
0

1]
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“ of religion into contempt, efpecially by the nreans
 of fecret and fL&Hdd?ﬂUb meetings, by which
“ they endeavour to lead the 1gum“mt and un-
“ wary from the eftablithed worthip and prattice
“ of our churches; it is, therefore, our abfolute
¢ Will and Command, that all our h*iagi{"tmt{:s pay
¢ the firicteft attention to thefe Secret Affemblies,
¢ as they will otherwife be refponfible to us for
‘ their neglect, &c.”

That no doubt might remain, whether any of
the Seqret Societies, hinted at by the Baron, were
pouncai, it 1s fuﬂment to lﬂdlf.dtf:, that, within a
very few . yecars after, he thought them a proper
fub]eﬁ for Satire in his Comedy, intituled, er
Politicke Kangiefler, or, the Political Pewterer ; of
which, from “Gottiched’s German Theatre, 1 at-
tempted an Englifh tranflation, for private amufe-
ment, fome time fince. Gottiched, it fhould be
obferved, caufed it to be tranflated from the
Danith, between 1746 and 1750, under the title
above- mentmned but, from fome fimilarity of the
piece, with our bph{}]ﬁfLrEr I chofe to give it the
titleof tHE DEMOCRAT CURED, or, ffw(/g;fm{;."frw
of Dantzick, The Baron d.efcri bes the Club, of
which the Hero is a leading member, with fingular
‘humour and propriety, efpecially when contrafted
with the views and capacities of fome, who have
borne the name of Refﬂrmmg S()Liﬁt‘lﬁ"n in this
metropolis. He alfo plies him with fuch a fuccef-
lion of embarrafiments, in confequence of his being
impofed upon, with the belief that he is chofen a
Burgomafier, that he is only faved from deftroying
himfelf by an explanation made to him by a Mr.
Worthy, to whom, till then, he had refufed to
give his confent to marry bis daughter, in con-
{fequence of his being no pa!.effuanf In the -

nouement of the picce, the author makes him
g order



L)

[ 100 ]

i . . e 3
order the burning of all his political pamphlets:
and he leaves the ftage, after moft appofitely ob-
ferving, * It is true, one may eafily condemn a
“ government in theory, without having any idea
of the prattical part. So, to have a general
notion of a Sea-chart, and to underitand the art
of navigation, are two things effentially different.
In reading political tratts, it is alfo eafy to ob-

tain a facility in f{peaking upon a variety of
¢ {ubjetts; but much more than this, is neceflary
“ to underftand the conftitution of a country.
From what has befallen me to-day, every per-
fon, of the fame rank in fociety, may derive:
an exemplary conviction, that a man, who has
no other capacity than that of cenfuring his
{fupericrs and governors, muft be totally unfit
“ to adminifter in their places. For an illiterate
¢ Mechanic, to take upon him the office of a
¢ Statefman, i1s juft the fame as if the latter .
¢ fhould afflume the profeflion of the former with-
“ out any previous inftruttion.”

Thus far, as to the finiilarity of caufes and
effeéts, and the general opinion of the friends
of good government, relative to Secret Societies,
in %ngland, France, and Germanv. As to the
variety of the means, adopted in thofe countries,
for promoting their purpofes, and the few made
ufe of by the Englith Societies, the latter was
probably for want of ‘time; efpecially, if the
opinion, “ That the Englith generally improve
¢ upon the difcoveries made by the French,” can
apply in this parficular. 3

Profeflor Robifon has moft copioufly difplayed
the addrefs of the French and German Illuminati,
in qualifying their revolutionary poifon to all ftates
anfil conditions of men; and has intimated, more
than once, that it was a principal objeét with
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them, to render the prefent ftate of fociety, odious,
by a fictitious difplay of the indolent pleafures of
the patriarchal life. It was their defign, as he ex-
prefles it, in page 161, of his Proofs of a Con-
{piracy, to make the head of every family, what
Abraham was, their Patriarch, Prieit, and unlettered
Iord ; and Reafon, the Code of Laws to all man-
kind. And, as an additional inftance of this dif-
polition, and the nefarious profanation of talents
made ufe of to promote it, my readers may take
the following tranflation from the French, feletted
from an Imitation of the Pfalms of David, in
poetic profe, and like themr in the Englith, and
{fome other Rubrics, infiduoufly adapted to each
day of the month:

‘““ God of my Fathers ! when fhall the patriarchal
 ages revifit the earth?

¢ Then were men worthy of thy prefence,
“ and thou didft deign to vifit them with thy
““ bounty. ;

““ Then the ruftic altars, upon the facred moun-
tains, were neither loaded with gold, nor ftained

« with blood.
~ ¢ Then thy minifters, clothed in linen and
« crowned with flowers, weére not -eloguent;
¢ but ‘their hearts were as pure and as fimple as
“ their offerings.

“ Then the father of the family, king of his
¢ houfehold, had no other f{ceptre but his paf-
“ toral ftaff, ey _

« Without fword or balance, he adminiftered
““ juftice at the foot of an Qak, or before the
“ door of his Cottage.

““ Plain fenfe and an upright mind wer¢ his
¢ code of laws. '

“ Then Sincerity watched at the. doors, and
¢ Security was an attendant at the bed.

£

“ The
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«« The founds of the locks and keys of Suf-
“ picion were not heard, in the evening or the
¢ morning. )

« Then, Oh! my God, man added nothing
“ to thy gifts, but received them as they came
« from thy hand: |
-« Blood never ftained his lips, neither was he
« preferved by the defirulion of ufeful and peace-
¢ able animals. - : %

« Then was the mayriage-union, formed in the
« face of Heaven, without a witnefs, and with-
“ out a pricft. s
~ « Then, in the perfon of his father, the fon faw

¢« his God, clothed in the human form.

« Then, Oh! God of my fathers, thy thunder
« flept at thy feet, and thy right hand was n-
¢ ceffantly held forth to blefs thy children.

¢ Then thou didit not repent of thy work;
« but the minds of men were like a fpotlefs
s mirror, in which thou waft pleafcd to multiply
-¢¢ thine 1mage. | ,

« It is time, Oh! Lord, that thou fhouldit re-
« ftore thofe days upon the earth ; that ferene and
.« beautiful period, which thould be had in ever-
¢ Jafting rememberance.”

Upon the abufe of French and German litera-
ture, I fhall dwell no longer. To this there are
many brilliant exceptions, particularly, a pamphlet, -
publithed in 1794, entitled, Blick auf die Fran-
zofiche Revolution—Von einem Freunde des Volkes
und der Regierungen.”  As far as this untranilated
« View of the Irench Revolution, by a friend to
mankind and governments,” exhibits the origin of
that inexhauftable event, in caufes, never likely
to occur in England, I fhall quote a few paffages,
atter prcmiﬁnﬁ, as the moft oftenfible part of my

0

apology for fo doing, that no farther knowledge
| | | e of
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of the author may be neceflary, than what is to
be colleéted from the following note at the bottom

of paze 112, Alluding to the French Emigrants,

it is there faid:

111
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““-Since there are nobles of the prefent day who

“ perfuade themfelves, that none but perfons of

equal rank have a right to decide upon points of
honour, we with to remind them, that our author
is 10 lefs kuown by his fwe-d than his pen; that
he is no firanger in the Cabinet or the ficld; and
that, in refpeét to birth, he might challenge the
moft ancient and illuftrious houfes,” _

“ It would, fays this noble author, be a glorious
example to the world, fhould a great nation
awaken mftantancoufly, after many ages of fervi-

‘tudeand indifference, and, with true magnanimity,

trace fociety up to its original fource, found its
rights upon the principles of eternal juftice, and,
at the fame time, poffefs fuflicient wifdom to keep
them under the dominion of reafon, confining
even liberty-itfelf within inviolable limits.
“ But who is capable of cementing an union
between extremes fo diftant from each other, as
inflexible prudence and violent enthufiafm® It
is highly probable, that a nation, giving itfelf
up to the guidance of philofophers, would be
wanting in that energy, which alone is capable
of overturning the thrones of lefpotifm and pre-
judice. This energy, is the fole inheritance of
the paffions. On the contrary, if this nation
thould confift of men, animated with the {pirit
of liberty, men, who had encountered and fuper-
feded every difficuity, can it be fuppofed, that,
while fluthed with {uccefs, they will liften and
implicitly adhere to the difpaflionate voice of
that reafon, which places true liberty under the
dominion of the laws, and fixes the welfare of
“ civilized
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civilized fociety, in almoft an intire facrifice of
the natural independence of man?

““ The fame genius which plans a revolution
fhould conduct its progrefs; the fame hand
that brealks the fetters of a nation fhould be
fufficiently powerful to reftrain its paffions; but
the revolutions of ftates, however fagacioufly
planned, are fubjett to {fo many accidents, and
attended with fo much ambition, and private
intereft, that they frequently take a bias, in di-
rect oppofition to the views of the firft mover.
This was eminently the cafe with the French.
Revolution, thé origin of which, we muit feek
not in its vifible epoch, but look back to times
far remote.” |

I fhall wave this author’s unqualified invectives
ainft the French Emigrant Nobleffe, as the

caufe of moft of the calamities of their country;
to introduce his energetic defcription of the fall of
Robefpierre.

(11
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“ At the moment this pamphlet is going to prefs,
Robefpierre, is overthrown by a clap of thunder;
his guilty blood flows upon the fpot where ihat
of the benevolent Louis, Marie Antoinette, and
{feveral others, was thed. Divine juftice feems
to have referved him for this fpecial retaliation ;
this alone purfued him, and men were merely
patiive in the execution of its {entence. Hu-
manly fpeaking, the condemnation of Robef-
pierre was by no means legal ; even his murder-
ers were partakers in his guilt, though they
accufed him of original, unatonable, and even -
improbable crimes. In fact, his death feemed
to have been demanded by the howling of the
Furies, and merely a confequence of the appli-
cation of his own principles, and that denial of
refponlibility, which led to the execution of the

8 “ King.
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“ King. It was the Firft of September, turned
“ againft himfelf; thofe cannibal taltics which
“ muft ftill be repeated, to clear the earth of th-:::rfe
“ montfters, to whom they have been familiar.”

This author, a firenuous advocate for the confti-
tution of 1791, as a proof of the futility of ail
democratic revolutions, is forced, ‘unintentionally,
to pay a compliment to the Britith Conttitution,
through his panegyrics upun that which approxi-
mates towards it, the nearcit of any: and he, at
the fame time, demonftrates the vanity of every
attempt to deviate from that line, to which, even
the French nation, is neceflarily returning. If the
politics of 1791, fays he, fhould ever obtain a
predominance, after a thoufand faions have had
their day, they will infallibly convince the Irench,
that their true hﬂpplﬂﬁf“- is equally as diftant from
a licentious liberty, as from an authority without
bounds or limits.

While fome writers feem inclined to carry their
prejudices againft German literature too far, it is
but juft to obferve, that the reign of the late Em-
peror Jofeph feemed to infpire fome of the authors
of that period with true Englifh notions of govern-
ment. Far from the degrading fentiments of the
Illuminati, their opinions add a dignity to human
nature ; and as genuine liberty is never fpoken of
In any part of the known world without fome re-
ference to England, or Englifmen, fome obierva-
tions from a {mall German traét, publilhed at
Vienna in 1781, intituled, The Creed of a Citizen
of the Nineteenth Centur)f, as they may pleafe, as
well as flatter, our vanity, cannot be difagreeable.

s6.- belleve fays the anonymous author, that
“ the maxim, that we are under no obligation to

“ a bad government, and that one may violently
P ¢ deprm
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“ deprive a tyrant of life, is fcandalous, falfe, and
¢ blafphemous.

i | beheve that the laws cannot be better ex-
¢ prefled than through the will of an upright and
* virtuous Regent.
¢ ] believe that unlimited liberty 1s a chimera.”
¢ I believe, that if Rome had not deftroyed Car-
thage, Carthage would have deftroyed Rome. See
an illuftration of this in England and her ene-
“ mies. If England does not lofe her fiuperiority
“ at fea, it is evident, that witli refpett to com-
“ merce, all other powers muft become her vafals.

¢ I believe the courage of an Englithman never
¢ forfakes him. Expofed to the utmoft danger, he
¢« will improve the fituation. It the country muit
“ be ruined, he will fay, rather to-day than.to-
“ morrow.

¢ ] believe the abilities of any perfon in Geome-
“ try, may be equalled by anﬂt]i:f:r; the {olution
“ of problems being founded in certain data. But
¢ that in politics, there are no felf evident proofs,
““ which neceffarily lead to other truths : all depends
““ upon gemus

“ I believe there are cafes when it is neceflary
¢ for a Prince to fet himfelf above the laws ; to alter,
‘“ and "even infringe them. But if he is prudent,
“ he will neither tear, nor obliterate the piciure,
“ but only give it a new face.”

It 1s to be lamented that {everal authors in Ger-
many, enjoying the character of fine writers, have,
with Wieland, enlifted under the banners of Infi-
delity. Religion, however, is not left without a
witnefs in the genius of that country. The reader
of tafte will excufe my attempt in tranflating the
following beautiful fpecimen of the true fublime,
from a German verfion of Pfalm xix. by Profeflor
Ramler,

¢

"

£

-

The
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STHE heav'nly concave’s everlafiing frame,
 The azure canopy where meteors flame,

The felf-pois’d earth beneath, and thefe aceord

To join in owning their eternal Lord.

Day {peaks his praife, in heaven’s all-chearing light,
Repeated by a thoufand tongues at night ;

All nations learn the mighty theme to fing ;

All look with rapture to the day’s bright King.

His prefence, fhining thro’ th’ etherial round,
Draws the dark foreft from the earth profound ;
T'he dew-fraught clouds, he from th’ ocean fills,
Diftill’d anew, or fiream’d adown the hills.

A verdant robe, he for the earth prepares,

Bedeck’d with flower’s, whofe various tiffue bears
Fach hue, that on his cloud-wrought cinéture glows,
The azure viclet, or crimion role. ;

His purple Throne he in the Eaft difplays ;
His vaft domain unwearied he furveys ;
Unnumber’d realms are in his circuit blefs’d ;
His courfe triumphant, ends in glorious reft.

From his exhaufilefs fea of lambent light,

He richly fills the filver orb of night ; :

The morning ftar, and brother choir advance,

And, wreath’d with rays, perform their myftic dance. ’

Thro’ boundlefs {fpace, thus Sun and Stars proclaim .
Th* Almighty hand, that form’d this wond’rous frame ;
And, for Ins praiie their rapid wheels employ’d,

For ever rolling thro’ the mighty void.

I thall now leave the merits and defeéts of our
continental neighbours, to fhew by what means we
have avoided the rocks, upon which others have
{plit. With refpeét to the Democratical Fattion,
much indeed is owing to the vigilance of Minifters
in faving the country from '

“ Oratores novt, flulti, adolefeentuli.”

Still, other caufes cd—npcrating, feem to have fixed
the fafety of this country, from the attacks of its

“domeftic enemies, upon an immoveable bafis ; and
P2 have
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have thus contributed to the gradual, but certain
extinétion of that hot fpirit, which has caufed fo
much alarm to the lovers of good order and that
{ubordination, by which, it can only be fupported.

In the firft place,every degree of confidence which
the London Correfponding Society repofed in the
nobility and others, who, é:-r a time, gave into the
idea of univerfal fuffrage, and annual, or triennial,
parliaments, has been rapidly declining ever fince
their Affociation refufed to come into the meafures
of the Whig Club; the propofal of which, by the
latter, engendered that diflike which afterwards
increafed in proportion as the Reforming Societies
imbibed the doétrines of civil and moral equality.

Secondly, divifions and mutual diftruft among
members, occafioned by the punithment of fome
of the number, the dread of the fame fate, and the
great lofs of time requifite for ferving the various
offices. But another circumftance which contri-
buted to haften the crifis of the diffolution of this
body, was, the introduttion of the United Men into
the metropolis, in 1797 and 1798 ; or rather the
toleration of f{uch perfons in the London Corre-
{ponding Society, as joint members of both! I fay
~ the toleration, becaufe the known violence of the
former, caufed them to be eyed with fo much fuf-
picion, that one divifion of the London Corre-
{ponding Society, was denied admiffion at the houfe
of a member, only for writing a letter to one of the
United Societies, -

The grand arcana of this new eftablithment was
always acknowledged to the initiated, * as to form
“ a diverfion in favour of the enemy, in cafe of a
¢ landing.” Many perfons alfo undertook to learn
the French language, no doubt, with a view of
faciliteting a communieation.

That
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That the United Men fhould be obnoxious to
numbers of the London Correfponding Society may
not be eafily credited by ftrangers; the faft, how-
ever, which I have ftated, mult be admitted ; for,
if both of thefe aflociations were hideous or unna-
tural, ftill, a diflimilarity, might exift between them;
{uch as 1s hinted in a German Hiftory of Appari-
tions, one of whom is defcribed as being fo exceed-
ingly terrific, as to afiright other {peéires !

otwithftanding, as the procuring and learning
the ufe of arms were the ground work of the aflo-
ciation of the United Men, numbers of the London
Correfponding Society, who did not relith thefe da-
ring meafures, very prudently withdrew from both
aflociations. The government’s knowledge of thefec
feveral circumftances, is, iIn my opinion, a fufhcient
vindication of the neceflity of the Bills againft Se-
dition, and the Sufpenfion of the Habeas Corpus
Agt.

But farther, no accurate obferver can poflibly be
ignorant, how much the herding principle has been
checked by an unprecedented price of provifions ;
1 fpeak only of the lower clafles: the beer-houfes
which, previous to the late rife of the neceflaries of
life, ufed, in working neighbourhoods, to be filled
three evenings out of the fix, have been gradually
deferted. The paflengers, who, in the piping times
of peace, were fl:equenﬂ}‘ obftrutted, can now pafs,
unmolefted by ballad fingers, and drunken fquab-
bles in the ftreets, while the number of night
charges at the watch-houfes have decreafed in pro-
portion : and this accidental alteration of circum-
ftances, by.compelling mechanics and others to
fhare their porter at home with their families, has
prevented many of them from being introduced to
the Infidel or Political Socicties, at the public
houfes, .- As"for the feceding and repentant club-

' ' biﬁs;
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bifts, many of them are not a little aftonithed at
their credulity, in being led away by men, only in-
tent upon the difplay Dgthr:ir oratory, or filling their
pockets at the expence of the public opinion. Nor
will it foon be forgotten, that fome perfons of opu-
lence, who had been clamorous for democratic
diftin€tion, were afterwards implicated in charges
of monopoly and oppreflion ; and, that during the
late cxceflive dearth of provifions, the principal
part of the public charity did not flow from men,
before in the habit of haranguing the populace
upon their real grievances, but from others, generally
in oppofition to fuch principles and proceedings !
Another final mean of damping the revolutionary
fpirit, in the Societies I have been {peaking of, was
the recollettion, that in their corporate economy,
viz. in the petty adminiftration of their affairs,
though there were no millions unaccounted for,
vet there were many and repeated defaulters, and
dilapidations of a lefler amount, clearly demontftra-
ting that Citizens and Miniflers in minmiature, form-
ing the Erecutive Commuittee, or atting as Secre-
taries, have been the firft to fecure their own in-
terefis. And farther, when called to account for
this un-citizen like behaviour, have even denied the
right of refponfibility, and withheld or deftroyed
the documents which might have been.brought
againft them ! - |
But, notwithftanding thefe leffons, a delirium
feems to have attached to, and never to have left
the divided remains of Englith Democracy, till it
received the fhock of Bonaparte’s conftitution }
Otherwife, the voice of Reafon, added to the for-
mer changes in the French government, muft have
been heard ; or even thofe revolutions would have
filently deftroyed all the ideal and imitative frames,
which the Conftitution-builders had been laying
: for
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tor years on this fide of the water, and have forced
.them back upon their own, though by a negative
preference.

But in {pite of the dlfwumcrmg {pecimens exhi-
bited to the London Correfponding Societyand their
adherents, viz. by their Eveculive Committee, and
other mimic minifters ; while they flattered them-
felves that the foundations of Repubhcamfm ftood
fure in France, a cure was always expefted in the
old revolutionary mode of changing men. It was
to little purpofe that the focicties were deterred
from meeting : that their difpirited leaders had
withdrawn themfelves, or were {cattered far and
wide 1n different prifons ; the Republican prin-
ciple, they contended, ftill remained nviclate and
incorruptible ! But where ? Not among the Nobles
who had ceafed to call Plebeian meetings, as the
latter {uppofed, to confult with them !—not among
_the dependants upon thefe Nobles, who had feceded
from the Senate, and enhanced their crimes in
ceafing to harrafs the Minifter :—not among the
Commercial men in the City of London, whoie in-
tereft it was to continue his {fupport ; but it was to
France, that they fiill looked for the fruits of the
Tree of Liberty, which was to be yielded to them
alfo in due feafon. A fignal vr&orv obtained by
the Auftrians, or any of the Allies, feldom damped
the hopes of Demlocracy ; this was looked upon, as
no more than the pruning of the branches, nec ef-
fary to make them fhoot again with freth vigour.
If a commander was gmlty, or accufed of corre-
{pondence with the enemy, he was only deemed a
canker-worm, who wanted to eat away the root.
It crowds- of Emigrants or Priefts were adjudged
to death, it was ftill neceflary to deftroy them as fo
many locufts or caterpillars, who would have des
voured the leaves;® or, if whole’branches of this

g precious
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precious tree of liberty were carried away to en-
graft upon other trees in Italy, Egypt, or the In-
dies, ftall all was well; or, if the State Gar-
deners murdered each other, in confequence of
their difagreements about the manure, or the mode
of drefling or fencing this hopeful fcion, ftill no
difference was made. Robefpierre, it was thought,
would certainly bring it to perfettion. It was af-
terwards transfyerred to the Briffotines, the Sieyes,
and others, who continued to clip, and even ftunt
its branches ; ftill, as the root was fuppofed to be
{ound and vigorous, -and that it would again thoot
out with all its energies, when the managers could
agree among themfelves, thefe retrenchments cre-
ated no alarm. Every fucceeding Gardener, it was
prefumed, would mend the faultof his predeceflor ;
and when it was put under the care of Bonaparte,
then was expectation, for a moment, wound up to
its higheft pitch; yet no fooner had his new plan.
ripened into birth, than the falling off was inex-
preflible! Conjetture now feemed loft, and the
zig-zag fathes of opinion, emitting a dark and du-
bious glare, refufed to be confined to any given
point. The multitude that fet out to follow the
French revolution, whatever courfe it might take,
though before fomewhat confufed by the many
languages 1t had fpoken, were now at their ne plus
ultra. They were exallily in the fituation of thofe
timid animals, who, prefled and perplexed by the
- thouts of the hunters, know not which courfe to
purfue. In fa€t, it was now neceflary, at all
events, to return; for as the Archimedean ground
of France, upon which all the world was to have
been moved, had vanifhed, and only prefented a
yawning gulph in its place—there was no alterna-
tive. And to thofe who had recovered their reafon,
m ever {o fmall-a degree, it was now evident, that

- the
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~ the fhelter ftill afforded by the Britith oak, was in-
~hnitely preferable to any exotic fubflitute what-
ever.

But indep endent Gf thefe fats, whichno {ophif-
try 1s able t-:} palliate, and which no dext-...rit}? of
movement can evade, the relative merits and de-
merits of Ariftocracy and Democracy, I think, may
be illuftrated from {fome confiderations not hitherto
explored ; and which, I prefume, muft place the
weaknefs and infufficiency of the latter in a new
point of view, and beyond all contradiétion. To
proceed ; if we compare the ruling members of the -
body politic, to the (lzlpermr faculties in the human
frame, it will appear that there is a natural cor-
refpondence, and appofite relation between the
loweft and worft paflions in individual exiftence,
and the tumultuous motions, the furor, or the panic
fears of democracy in the great world, or organized
fociety ; .while Ariftocracy, from its ftab:hty, and
the fuperior enlargement of its views, naturally
approximates to Reafon, and the cardinal virtues of
Prudence, Juftice, 'Iemperance and Fortitude ;
and thus, abftrattedly confidered, is, in fatt, the
wifllom and maturdy of human focicty, in (}ppﬂﬁ-
tion to its rafhnefs, its youlh, and incrperience.

For an eXperimental conviétion of the evanefcen-
cy, and abfolute nullity of a Democratic form of
government, we need not look at France, where
it has recently withered even in the hands of phi-
. lofophers, but turn our eyes to the petulancy and
littlenefles, frequently attendant upen parochial ad-
miniftrations ; and for no other reafon, but becaufe
 the adminftrators are chofen as it were by lot, owt

of the body of the people. Thefe annual rulers, when
vefted with a < little brief authority,” are often fo
much elated by the fudden change, that the confe-
quence they aﬁume, not bemﬂ* educated to rule, nox
habltuatcd
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habituated to command, is fueh, as to render
them{elves perfeétly ridiculous or contemptible ;
to fay nothing of their too frequent aéts of inhuma-
nity, which have {o often called for the interference

of fuperior courts, more enlightened, and confe-

quently more humane judges. ' Thus, if the pro-
ceedings of the committee-rooms had been as pub-
lic as thofe of the bench, the farcafm of the comic

~mufe would have found an ample fubjeét in their

difcuflions and awards.
- If we reduce the experiments of Democracy to

‘a narrower circle, notwithftanding fome of its ad-

vocates have told us, that the head of the govern-
ment fhould refemble the prefident of a common-
club, not hereditary, but removeable at the plea-
{ure of the members, the fovereign people, we {hall

il find the theory at war with the praétice, Let

us examine the internal economy of the numerous
Popular focieties under the name of benefit clubs

- Are they not fubjeét to perpetual !Fuabbles,

growing, as it were, out of the facility of crimina-
tion? Are not their concerns generally managed
by a fmall junto, and their difputes generally fettled
by the clerk ? No member is he, but only a fer-
vant to the fociety : yet to his opinion the majority
moftly pay a deference, merely on the fuppofition
of his fuperior abilities! Is not fome one, in thefe

«cafes, the indifpenible charaéter who muft temper

their acrimony, foothe their jealoufies, and mitigate

“their awards ? Thefe are undeniable falts. A go-

verning Democracy then, even in miniature, is a
non-entity which can have no permanent exiftence
but upon paper, or in the imaginations .of thofe
who mingle and confound theories for tried
fatts. T ] -
But, after all, if any thing is wanting to fatisfy
fpeculatifts, who hold a contrary opinion, let them

iy,
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try Democracy wpon their own families, and they
will there find it the proper parent of mifrule and
perpetual difcord. And as I have thewn it to be
that, in a conftitution, which the paflions are in the
human frame, Ariftocracy is, and muft be, the
Reafon of a State. As {uch, it poflefles the inde-
~ feafible right of pre-eminence. 1 do not fay it can
exift independently of Democracy ; it has as much
need of the ftrength and enthufiafm .of the people,
as they have of its prudence and ftability. But as
the paffions in an individual fhould ever be fubfer-
vient to reafon, it is equally juft, that the paflions
of a nation fhould be conftantly fubjeéted to the
controul of the more noble and fuperior faculties of
the body politic. ,
If the late degeneracy of the French nation, into
- the madnefs of Democracy, has given us juft caufe
of alarm for our domeftic tranquillity, its fubfe-
quent approximation, under the prefent Grand Con-
ful, towards that Ariftocracy we have juft fketched
out, fhould allay every apprchenfion upon that
fcore. |
~ The points of refemblance, in the fituation of va-
rious branches of fociety, and the interefts of clafh-
ing parties in this country, are not likely, after
what has pafled, to fall into a fimilar diretion with
thofe of France, immediately preceding the late
revolution. Even the difaffetted, with the failure
of eight years of experiment full in their faces, and
the confequent degradation of the French revolu-
tionary {pirit, arc deprived both of precept and
example. They are, in a manner, bound hand
and foot, and thrown into the gulph of doubt 'and
uncertainty. To recover from the thock, therefore,
which the centre of all revolutions has {uftained,
muft be a work of time; and, before the public
mind can be roufed into aftion, it will rather re-
Q2 _quire
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quire a fecurity againft future f{ufferings, than an
indemnity for t{lE pait. e iy _

~ In fine, the confequences of the French revolu-

tion may, for a long period to come, prefent them-

felves at the clbow of every project for political

- change or innovation ; being perpetuated in thofe

outrages of feeling, which cannot foon be forgot-

ten, they are imprefied upon the minds of men,
in charatters which cannot-eafily be erafed. On
the other hand, thefe charafters may éven defy
the power of obliteration, being too deeply in-
dented in the earth, in the graves which have been
dug for the millions who have fallen.
ut though, all through the courfe of this work,
I have infifted upon the impotenceé of the Demo-
cratic and Infidel focieties, unconnected with higher
influence, ot “external agency; and though their
meetings are no more holden ; ftill, as fcattered in-
dividuals, they are fufficiently numerous to do con-
fiderable mifchief ; the Atheiftical clafs in particu-
far feem moftly incorrigible. Incredible ‘as it may
appear, they are all looking forward for a millen-
nium of their own! And, notwithftanding the re-~
peated failures of the French philofophers and re-
volutionifts, the Englifh Atheifts blindly infift,

“ that civil fociety is in a progreflive ftate of im-

provement, to which every government, by its

weaknefs and crimes, is unavoidably contribu-

““ ting ; the final end of which, will be the diffolu-

“ tion ‘of them all; and that the time is faft ap-

“ proaching, and will infallibly arrive, when man

and nature will be perfect in all their relations,

and the former will be able to live without gos

“ vernment, . without laws, and ‘without fubmif-

~* fion!!!” In England, thefe fanatics call them-

felves the difciples of Mirabaud and ~Godwin.

Upon the Gerntan Continent, one of their moft

8 e _notorious
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