The budget opened. Or, an answer to a pamphlet [by Sir Robert Walpole]
intitled, A letter from a member of Parliament to his friends in the country,
concerning the duties of wine and tobacco / [Anon].

Contributors
Bath, William Pulteney, Earl of, 1684-1764.

Publication/Creation
London : Printed by H. Haines, 1733.

Persistent URL
https://wellcomecollection.org/works/zrgkjhas

License and attribution

This work has been identified as being free of known restrictions under
copyright law, including all related and neighbouring rights and is being made
available under the Creative Commons, Public Domain Mark.

You can copy, modify, distribute and perform the work, even for commercial
purposes, without asking permission.

Wellcome Collection

183 Euston Road

London NW1 2BE UK

T +44 (0)20 7611 8722

E library@wellcomecollection.org
https://wellcomecollection.org



http://creativecommons.org/publicdomain/mark/1.0/

Moy %% %
oy aat T H E
b ik, .

iDGET
OPENED.

OR, AN

ANSWER

T0 A

PAMPHLET

INTITLZED,
ALETTER from @ MEmBER oF PAR-

t1aMENT t0bis Friends in the Country, con=

cerning the Dutics on WINE. and TOBACCO.

. }t ?_-n-.u-" y
=

A 37

I 13 975{5".

[

Fam Solis babenz
Bis fenas torguent Hyemes, cervicibus ex quo

Heret trifte Fugum, noftris jam Jufiitus 1lie

Confenuit, Regnumque S1BL tol vindicat annis.
CrLauDpIaN.

i —

N D O N ig&*
Py "'.i # e
NHSH i es, at Mr. F R ANCKLINS K

\ tench Ruffel-fircety Covent-Garden. 3733 (Pr. 6 &)

. -
L an tE e s ll






£ t}% l‘gﬁi‘ (LHL ] .‘}ﬁ’ r%ﬂ% %ﬁtﬁtﬁﬁ ujr;l umu ﬁ:ﬁ?

ek eedbbcb bbb H*ii**%@*&*ﬁi*@fb@%dﬂ 'i"'i"l“iﬂtlﬂi'

*ﬁ?ﬁ’iﬁf&*f****’***::"*a“;qﬁ:?;iﬁ:ﬁ*:ﬁzla"ﬁ:‘;;r o
(4 e ] 0 ! LA
EEEEREEETEELEERBEE

™
w owg
L]

%3%

2 HOGUAGOCT
s ohebrbbrb b, S

(3
BT e
i:

%
o

T: W B

B-Up) - La-R - F

O-PENED, &

MO T length, the Mountain is deli-
Wa)F ver'd. The graasd Myflery, which
Pt was long deemed too facred for
. @2y the unhallow’d Eyes of the Peo-
DA ple, is reveal’d. “hmﬁmw&ﬁ
yaalg Nothing, but what has been known,
confuted and exploded long before
it was publicklg acknowledg'd ; for it now ap-
pears, by the Pamphlet under our Confideration,
to be the very famc Project, deftructive of Cosne
merce and dangerous to Lsberty, which it was at
firft apprehended to be, notwithftanding the thame-
lefs Endeavours of hireling Writers to perfuade the
People, that it was only the chimerical Offspring of
difuffecied and feditious Brains. :
"There arc fo many diftinguithing Marks of a great
Hand in this Letter, that the Author had no OLLa-
fion to prefix his Name toit. 'The Projestor Him-
felf appears 1n every Page: the fame great Genius,
who patroniz’d the Scheme of Excife on Coffee, Tea
and Chocolate ; who was {o glorioufly inftrumental in
procuring th... memorable Addition of 115,000/
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to the Civir List, by way of Deficiency 3 who

brought about the Revival and Continuance of the
Savt Dury, for three Years, to fupply the cur-

rent Expences of the Government, for one 2ear ;
and hath ecficCtually {ccured cur Liberties by a
StanDpING Arwmy, or a Land Force of 18000 Sol-
diers, in Times of Peace.

I fhall thercfore take the Liberty, in the follow-
ing Pages, to addrefs my felf to Him, under this
Mask ol a Letter-writer and a Member of Parlia-
sient.

You are pleafed, §ir, to dignify the Title Page
of your Letter with a trite old Latin Maxim,
Magna ¢ff Veritas €3 prevalebit ; but you are fo
unfortunate in fwelling the Bulk of your Perfor-
mance with falfe Fafs and fallacious Arguments,
that I think your Motto wou'd run much better
thus; AMagna ¢ff VENALITAS & prevalebit.

You begin with acquainting your Friends in the
Country, that you were [urpriz’d and concern’d
at the Receipt of their Letter; and you are pleafed
to be very circumftantial in giving Them your
Reafons for both.

Your Surprize, it {feems, arofe from the Altera-
tion of their Sentiments, fince you convers'd with
them laft in the Country. You fay, that the con-
verting the Dutics on"L'obacco and Wine from Cu-
ftoms #wto an E.xcIsE was part of the Subjest of

-your Difeorrfe, at that Time. I am afraid, Sir,
your Memory fails you a little, and that the Rela-
tion of this Conierence with your Elefors 1s not
minutely cxacty {or, if we may judge by your
Conduaét fince, that odious W"Grd] Excise could
rever cleape your cautious Lips. Tt is probable
cnough that you might inveigh againft Frquds in
the Revenue, and that your Fiiends might agree
with you, as ¢very reafopable Man will, that they
\ : ought
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ought to be prevented. But give me Leave, Sir,
to ask you one Queftion. Did you, upon your
Honour, let Them into the Secret, that you in-
tended to faddle them with an Army of Excife Offi-
sers, on this Account, and try them by a Fury of
Commiffioners ¢ It you had been {fo communi=
cative, at that Time, I dare fayit would,in fome

Meafure, have prevented your prefent Surprize.
So much for your Surprize ; but your Concern
arofe from another Point, which touch'd you nearly.
You feem to be terribly nettled, that your Eledors
have taken the Liberty of defiring you, as their
Reprefentative, to confult their Intereft; and that
you are not permitted to act #nbyafs'd, as you call
it ; That is, in plain Englifb, this nflruciing Mar-
tingal fits a little unecafly on your Neck. You
would willingly have your Head at full Liberty, to
run without Controul, as your Paflions, or private
Interéft, might dire¢t you. Nay, you go farther
and tell them, that you cannot receive their Letter
as a Command; nor act according to it, fhould
your Reafon and Confcience be on the other Side
of the Queftion. In order to maintain this Doc-
trine, you are obliged to give yourfclfa very pret=
ty Character, and applaud your own Condudt,
whilfp yon bave bad the Honour to ferve Them in
Parliament. At the fame Time, you are under an
unhappy Neceflity of traducing Thofe, whom you
reprefent, as a Parcel of Fools or Madmen, who
arc inflructed to inflrui? 5 becaufe They happen to
concur in Opinion with the Merchants of London
and all the great trading Towns in Exgland. This is
fo far from being an Argument to your Purpofe,
that it is an evident Proof of the Wifdom and
Reafonablenefs of their Conduét. But the Mcan-
ing of this notable Expoftulation with your Elec-
| tors
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tors is very plain. Can you fancy any Body fo weak
as to think it intended for thesr Uf{, or Satisfac-
tion ? No, Sir, it 1s evidently defign’d as a Cue to
the Reprefentatives of the People in general, not to
pay any Regard to their Applications, (which they
have an undoubted Right to make) and to induce
them to act in the fame arbitrary and independent
Manner, on this Occafion, as you feem refolved
to do your felf. |

Having premifed thefe Peints, you proceed to
the Particulars of your Concern 3 that the Danger
of a general Excile bas been ecchoed through the
Nation 5 and that your FleGors have defived you
1o oppofc any Propofition, that bath the leafi Teu=
depicy to it.

I muft own, §ir, that your Concern, as to this
Article, is founded upon too much Reafon. The
Danger of a geweral Escife has juftly allarm’d the
whole Nation. They have already felt the Rigour
of Excife Laws 3 and as the leaft Extenfion of theus
is one Step towards a general Excife, They have
very wifely befoughe their Reprefentatives to guard
againtt it, under any Shape, or Difguife whatfo-
cver.

You ask very gravely (like one, who has made
a Riot) What is the Meaning of all this Diftur-
bance ? 7o whom are thefe derrors owing 21 an-
fwer, They are owing to the Man, who projected
this glorious Scheme y to the fame indefatigable
Genius, ever bufy in deviling Ways and Meaus, to
grieve and opprefs his Fellow Subjcéts.

But give me Leave to ask you, in my Turn,
why you are {o angry at the Imputation of defign-
ing a general Excife 1f the Excifes, alrcady cfta-
blithed, are fo extreamly beneficial to the Publick,
as vou reprefent them,. why fhould they not 3::

made
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made as extenfive as pofiible? Why fhould you lay
the leaft Reftraint on your Munificence to the Pub-
lick? Why do you not make the Bleffing of #x-
cifes as general and unlimited, as your own Power?
—But, perhaps, you may think fuch a Torrent of
Happinefs at once would quite overwhelm us; and
we muit gratetully acknowled 8¢ you have been long
preparing us for it, by no flow egrees.

ou now icem to grow a little more {erious,
and, after a formal Argument to prove that Zixes
are mneceflary in 4l Governments, you conclude,
without a Tifible Mufcle o your Face, that the
chief Care of the Legiflature ought confift in innpo-
Sing fuch Tases. as may be eaficft borne by the whole
Body of the People, T believe, fay you, that thefe
Masims will remain Uncontroverted; and I am of
the fame Opinion ; for I believe there is not a
Lad at Eton School 1 ignorant, as not to {ee the
Force of them, or to hold an Argument with you
on that Subject.—But let us now fee your Appli-
cation of thefe wife Myxims.

You tell us, with the fame Gravity, that the
prefent  Revenye, appropriated for the Payment of
our Debts, is gnore than [ifficient 1o anfwer the gy-
nual Intereft, aud 1, difcharge Jearly one Millioy of
the Principal,

I am ready to allow #2,¢ the Revenye is already
#ore than Sufficient ﬁ?‘ all r,b@fé Eﬁd;; but you

know, Sir,” that 2 offe ad effe non waj Confequen-

charged, though it might have been; nor do I
think it is. ﬂbiblutcly certain that Sue
Sum will be d ifcharged for the tuture, without in-
curring any mew Debts; and give me Leave to
obferve that a A4/ie per dun, iy Perpetutim, tobe

col-
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collected by the Crown, and without Appropriation,
.may fome Time or other be attended with mif-
chicvous Confequences to the Publick. iy
If This, §ir, is the [Fact, what can you mean
by endeavouring to harrafs the People with new
Burthens, under any Shape? You reply very ma-
gifterially that You have found out a Method of
Supplying all the annual Exigencies of the Govern-
gnent, without burthening the Land, without Jay-
ang any new Duty on any Commodity whatfo-
ever, or any additional Duty ox any Commodity
alréady tased,  And how, I pray, is This to be
done? Why by an Alteration only. of the prefent
Metbod of collecting the publick Revenues, as to
thefe two Commodities of Wing aud Tosaceo.
_ So then, out it comes at laft. The
Bubpger is opened; and our State Emperick hath
difpenfed his Packets by his Zany Couriers through
all Parts of the Kingdom. For my felf; I do not
pretend to underftand this Arc of political Leger-
demain 5 nor can 1 find out the Diflerence between -
-a wew Tax, and a wew Method of colleCting an o/d
Zax, which will bring in 2 Sum, equivalent to" a
wew one. I cannot poflibly conceive from whence
this additional Money is to come, -unlefs it be
ant of the Pockets of the People; or in what the
%ﬁ&rﬁncc to Zhem will confift, whether they pay
it by Cuffoms, or Excife; unlefs it be in the ad-
.ditional Oppreffion,. in the Method of colleCting
the Jatter. i
You tell: us, that you are confident  #his Alte-
vation, in the Method of Colleition, will produce the
Effeéts before-menti¢ned; but you are {fo good as
to -acknowledge, that in order 1o prove This, 1% is
~weceflary in the firfk Place to lay it down as a Truth,

that great gnd monitrous Frauds ave committed in
' : the
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the Linportation and Exportation of thofe two Comino=
dities.

Now let us fuppofe, in Anfwer to This, that I
fhould Jay it down as @ Truth, without any Proof
to {fupport my Poftulatam, that #o Frauds at all
are committed in the Luportation, or Exportation of
thefe Commodities ; would you not think it a very
extraordinary Method of Reafoning ? But we
have no Occafion to retort fuch Argunients upon

ou, and fcorn to prefs you any farther on this
f{cad. We ate rcady to admit that Frauds are
committed by fome #unfair Dealers in thefe Comiircm
dities, as well as in all others; and I belicve it
will always be found impracticable to prevent
Frauds, of fome Kind, in whatever Manner the
Revenues may bé collected, or to whatever Sort of
Laws They may be fubject. You know, Sir, that
Men in Qfice will be corrupt.  Little Fellows, with
low Sallaries, will be apt {ometimes to copy their
Superiors 3 and as They lye under more Temptati-
on, it cannot be expected They fhould be always
above the Influence of a Bribe. "The whole Wil=
dom of the Legiflature hath been many Years em-
ployed in preventing the Officers of the Revenue,
(both great and finall) aswell as the frandulens
Traders, from being Copartners in this Sort of I-
niquity.— They have long attempted it, I fay,but
hitherto without Succefs.

Now you would do well to inform us how gour
Scheme will prevent thefe collufive Frauds. Will
the giving thefe Fellows different Names, while
They continue under the fame fmall Sallaries and
Temptations, immediately cenvert them into Aden
of Confcience and Honour ¢ Is therc any inhc-
rent Virtue in the Charalter of an Excifeman?
Will not a geod Bribe, well apply’d, operate as cf-
fcétually upon Him nan Cifloin-Houfe Officer 2

And
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And i1s it not equally the Tntereft of the [fraudulens
Trader to corrupt one, as well as the othur 2 '
~ But you are pleafed to give us a Detail of feve-
ral Frauds, committed by fome unfair Traders in
Zobacco and Wine. As T am nota Dealer in either
of thefe Conmodities, any more than your felf] it
cannot be expeéted that T fthould give you a parti-
cular Anfwer; but, apon the beft Enquiries I have
been able to make, I have Reafon to believe that
;:hjf: chief’ Part of your Charge is falfe and ground-
lefs.

You tell us, with regard to the Zobacco Trade,
that the Publick is liable, and bath been doubly
defranded by falfe Weights, and falfe Meafures, viz.
finallWeights on Importation, &y which the Duty is
paid 5 large Weights on Exportation, &y which the
Duty is drawn back.

Now, I am inform’d (and my Information feems
to be founded on Reafon) that the Jame lawful
Weights and Meafures are ufed both on Importa-
tion and Exportation by the Offcers of the Cufforns
and that, inftead of ope Officer attending at the
Scale, as you reprefent the Cafe, there are never lefs
than 7hree; wiz. the Weigher, one Land-Waiter,
and a Skip’s Husband, but Lam told there are ge=
nerally more ;s Survepors being often with them,
with other proper Checks. Befides, the Place of
weighing, in the , Cufloms, is not, as in Cafe of
Fexcife, by one Officer in private; but by feveral Off=
cers on fome open, lawful Key, where Coopers and
Porters muft attend, and other Perfons may and
{requently do attend ; fo that Frauds, inthe Weight
of Ztbacco, do not feem to be very practicable, even
under the prefent Regulations.

Youtell us farther that the Revenue is defrauded
of 200 & Weight of 7obacco in cvery Hogfhead on
linportation, and 2s much on Exportation bcﬁdgs

the



the Advantage, which the Factor makes, if He be
a bold Adventurer (as you are plealed to ftyle Him)
by having the Tobacco flript and cut abroad, and
getting it run in again.

This Way of Reafoning, 877, is afferting a great
deal and proving nothing. Can you be fg vain as
to imagine that your Ipfe dixit, without any Vou-
chers, will pafs current for Authority, and blaft
the Reputation of a numerous and ufeful Body of
Men? You are pleas’d, indeed, to fuppofe a Cafe,
in which fuch Frauds have been committed, and
tell us that you are able to prove it not ill-ground-
ed. This, perhaps, may be true; and what then?
Inftances, no doubt, may be produced of fuch Prac-
tices; but a few particular Cafes ought not to be
extended to the whole Trade in general, and involve
the zunocent with the guilty. All your fine Argu-
ments, drawn from this Suppofition, are therefore
nothing to the Purpofe. Befides, you are obliged
to acknowledge that the Connivance of a corrupted
Officer 1s neceflary to thefe fraudulent ﬂwﬁjkﬁfﬂﬂs;
fo that the Queftion flill recurs, whether the dub-
bing thefe Gentlemen with a new Title at the O/
Fewry will prevent the fame Pradices, and prove a
fovereign Antidote againft Corraption.

You feem to infinuate that the Laporter is not
accountable to the Publick for his Bowd, till after
the Expiration of three 2ears; whereas it is pay-
able, by A&t of Parliament, in cighteen Mouths -
{0 that if the Zobacco is not exported within tha;:
Time, the Bond may be put infuit; or He muft
pay Intereft for the Moncy.

In another Part of your Work you come to
Particulars, and give us an Account of a Frgud,
which feems very curious. You tell us that the
Dealers in Zobacco are guilty of one Myfhery of I-
piguity, by preffing it cgﬁ: 10 tiiake it dr}; aud light

2 08
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onn Tmpertation. Pray, Sir, where did you
make this new Difcovery in Philofophy, that pre/
g a Commodity clofe will make it light, or that
keeping the Azr from it, which is likewife the Ef-
feét of prefing it clofe, will make it dry? I am
ture, it 1s the common Practice of all experienced
Smoakers to keep their Zobacco prefs’d clofe down
with 2 Weight upon it, not to make it dry, but to
prelerve 1t moiff; and as to that ingenious Myflery
of making a Commodity light, by preffing it clofe
together, you feem to have confulted your Irifb
Advocate, Carus, and to have built. your Argu-
ment on the wrong Side of that vulgar Problem ;
which is beavieft, a Pound of Lead, or @ Pound of
Feathers ?

But you make ftill deeper Difcoveries in this
Myflery qffﬁfqﬂjy; for belides prefing it clofe, to
snake 7t dry and light on Laportation, you tell us
that They Iikew;ﬁ water and wet it, even to the
fucreafe of one fourth Part of the Weight on Ex-
portation. As you before gave us a Specimen
of your Learning in Staticks, {o you here difcover
the fame Knowledge in the Qualities of Water
which may be called your Honour’s new "Theor
of Hydroftaticks. But as I do not pretend to be {o
great an Adept as your felf, I hope you will be fo
goed as to inform me how Zebacco can be increas'd
ore fourth Part in the Weight, without damaging,
or intirely fpoiling it. I with likewife you would
be pleafed to explain another Point, that ze Duty
is paid for two thirds of the Wine and "T'obacco
confimed at Heme, "This is to me a very extraor-
dinary Aflertion, and feems to ftand in need of fome
farther Proof.  As you value yourfelf, in this Per-
formance, for fpeaking Zruths, and call upon the
augry Man to anfwer them, I hope you will de-
fcend to Particulars, and then the World will

| . judge
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judge what Regard ought to be paid to your Ve-
racity.

It:’l hath been often allowed that Frauds have
been committed in the Zobacco Trade : tho’, con-
fidering the Bulkynefs of that Commodity, it feems
impracticable to run it in any fuch Degree, as you
reprefent. But why don’t 'you tell the World
where thefe Frauds are chiefly carryed om, if not
countenanced ? You cannot be ignorant, Siry of
the clandeftine Trade, in this Commodity, between
G/afcow and other Northern Parts of the Kingdom.
Yet this Myftery - of Iniquity is not fo much as
hinted at, thro’ your whole Letter. What can be
the Meaning of fomuch Tendernefs, and even Par-
tiality to our Fellow Subjects of Scotland, at this
Juncture ? Why fuch a total Silence on this Head ;
as it they had ‘no Concern in the prefent Scheme,
either as to the Difeafe, or the Remedy propofed
by it? A few Days will thew their Senfe of this
Matter, and whether they are more refigned to
the Will of a Minifler, than is ufual in Cafes of
National Concern; for however They may flat-
ter Themfelves, the Day muft come at laft, that
will bring Them to an’Eguality of Zaxesy and o-
blige Them to fubmit to the Jaiie Burthen with
our {elves, |

As to Frauds, on this Side the Tweed, what-
cver they may be, why are they confined wholly
to the Cuflorms ?—It isvery well known that Excifes
have been attended with as great Myfleries of Inj-
quity, as the Cuftorms particularly in Noxrrork ;
where a fraudulent Traffick hath been carryed
on with great Succefs, for many Years, in the Du-
ties upon Malt, by the fame Methods, which you
arc pleafed to charge on the Dealers in Zopaces,
If therefore Excifes have fuch a fecret Virtue in
them, as to fanétify their Qfficersy and keep their

Fingers



X T2

Fingers undefiled, how came they to lofe their
Purity, and fall into the fame wicked Arts with
the Officers of the Cuffoms ¢ Perhaps, §ir, your
own Knowledge of thefe Frauds in Malt might
furnith you with the firit Hint of this glorious
Scheme 3 and the Corruptions of Excifes in Nor=
folk give you_Reafon to fufpeét the fame Abufes
in the Cuffoms at London. But fuppofing all thefe
evil Praétices to be true of the Cuftom-boufe Offi-
¢er's 5 why are Lheynot prevented, or punifhed, by
Thofe at the Head of our Finaxces? Are
the Laws, or the Extent of their Power too thort
to reach thefe Offenders? Is Corrupion grown
fo invetcrate, as well as cpidemical a Malady,
¢hat it is become incurable ? —— Hath the Goun-
tenance it hath received from our Supersors, and
even from fome of the moff boly Qrder of Men,
‘ven it 2 Sanétion, that makes it fafe, 2s well as
Fathionable ?—We know from whence thefe Officers
derive their Authority; and by whom they are ap-
pointed. Have their Principals reccived any fuch
Complaints againit them, and have there been no
Fxamples of Punifhment ? Or will thefe Abufes
2dmit of no Reformation, without deftroying 7rade
and Liberty ; or, tofpeak in Scripture-Language,

laying this Excife-AXe 70 the Root of the Tree ?
Yes, Sir, if your Scheme be really for the Im-
provement of the Revenic, and not meerly a Plan
of Power, 1 believe I could my felf propofe a
Remedy againft moft of thefe Evils 5 for if there
is the leaft Difference between Excifemen and. Cu=
flom-houfe  Officers, it cannot poffibly confift in any
Thing but This; that the former arc appointed by
the Commiffioners of Excife, who may have Experi-
ence of their Fidelity, as well as Abilities, and
sherefore are, in fome Manncr, anfwerable for their

Conduét 3 whereas the Jaticr are the Creaturcs
| ol
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of the Z7¢afury, and recommended from fuch bigh
Hands, as render Them almoft independent of
their Mafters at the Cuffom-kbonfe. Therefore, Sir,
before you make any more invidious Comparifons
between one Commiffion and the other, you would
do well to put them upon an Equality, in this
Refpedt, and give the Commiffioners of the Cuffoms
the fame Power of nominating and advancing #hbejs
Offcers, as Thofe of the Excife have already. I
am told that This was pracifed in the Time of
Orne of your Predeceffors ; and if you pleafe to revive
it, § believe you ‘will find no great Difference be-
tween Them, in Point of Honefly, or Ability 5 but,
it feems, #0 Regulations will anfwer your Purpofe,
but fubjecting the Cuffoms to the Laws of Excife
and in this Point, §ir, we muft beg Leave to hope
that the fame Differcnce will be continued for ever.

The Frauds in the Wine Trade facceed in their
Courfe 5 and tho’ you havo not advanced one Ap-
gument, on this Head, but what hath been fyee
quently expofed already , I plainly perceive by
the Air of Triumph, with which you deliver your
felf on this Part of the Subject, that you ~will
impute it to want of Ability,"if I fhoul pafs it
by, without any Notice.

You tell us that a great deal of Wine is_clan-
deftinely run; and that the greateft Part of whas
is fold in publick Houfes is #nothing but a potfonous
Compofition of amkiown Muaterials. In another
Place, you fay that the knavifb Coopers aud Vint-
ners fell ten times the Quantitics of the Wiyes
they purchafe from the bonsft Merchant, by their
tnreafonable Mixtuses of cheap and, perbaps, poi-
fonous Materials. ;

Here likewife we are willing to admit, as it
hath been often allowed alread y in the Courfe of
this long Debate, that there are Frauds and s

Pofitions



(16 )
pofitions in this Branch of Trade, by the Mixture
and Adulteration of Wines ; but we cannot con-
ccive them to be fo exorbitant in the Quantity,
or o noxious in the Quality, as you fct them
forth.

You mutt excufe me, Sir, if I take Notice that
the Manner, in which this Part of the Argument
has been treated by You, and efpecially your Advo-
cates, is not only indecent, but impolitick. Had this
Regulation of the Wine Trade been caleulated only
for the Good of Mankind, and to preferve the
Health of his Majefly's Subjeéts;, it was furely your
Intereft to conciliate the Minds of all People to
it, efpecially Thofe moft affected, by cool Rea-
foning, and fmooth Words; but fuppofing your
great Regard for our Conflitutions might tranfport
you-a little beyond the Bounds of Decency againft
thole comion Poifoners, the Vintuers; what Oc-
calion was there to treat their Wives and Daugh-
ters in {o cavalier 2 Manner, as a Parcel of Bawds
and Whores, who were at the Service of every
drunken Rake >—Have you then met with {o little
Oppofition to your Scheme, as to encourage your
Advocates to exafperate People in this Manner, and
add the Infults of lrutal Language to the Terrors
of an Excife ? |

But inftead of Recafoning with you any farther
on this Subjeét, give me Leave to ask you a few
Quettions. :

With what View can you infift fo much on the
poifonous Compofitions of the Coopers and Wine Brezw-
ers? Do you really defign that nothing but
Nett Wines thall be {old for Wine ¢ Have you
no Apprehenfions that This will deftroy the very
End of your Projest ¢ ——— Come ! Ia}t_[)-'our
Hand on your Heart, and declare the Truth
freely 5 that it is not your Defign to pr{:!?:‘r;:c

the
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the People of England from being poifored, but
to increafe the Revenre, by laying a Dury of
Sfix Pounds on every Hogthead of Posfon, fold to
Them by Authority. Be fo good as to let us
know whether the Officers will be ordered to tzke
no Duty upon any Liquors called Wiwes, but what
They thall be affured are puree Or, it "This thould
be the Cafe, don’t you think it will be fomething
difficult to pick up Offcers of fuch exquilite Pa-
lates, as to diftinguith rea/ Wines trom the artful
Compofitions of thefe fubtle Wizards, (as your
Advocates call them) the Coopers and Wine-brew-
ers 2 Or, if you fhould be {o happy as to get a
compleat Colleétion of thefe ingenicus Artifts, and
by their Means intircly deftroy our Home-Manu-
fafure of Wine; what would be the Confequence ?
Would not the Price of Winebe advanced? Might
not that Advance leflen the Cowfumption, and con-
fequently diminith the Revenne ¢ Nay, if it fhould
happen to be attended with none of thefe Confe-
quences, and the fame Quantity of Wine fhould con=
tinue to be drunk in England, muft it not vaftly
inlarge the Importation of foreign Wines, according
to your own cxcellent Calculation; and turn the
Ballance of that Trade intircly againft us?

Having defcanted, in this learned Manner, on
the snyflerious Iniquities committed by the Dealers
in Wine and Tobacen, you affe& a great deal of
Concern for the poor People of England ; whom,
with a filly Pathos, you ftyle the #nbappy Suffe=
rers, and are {o geod as to profefs your felf their
Advocatz.  Your Compaffion for their Suffcrings, a
this Time, is truely heroical, and comes with 2
pecultar Grace from the Mouth of Owe, who hath
wantonly fported, for many Years paft, with Pains,
Penaltics and Zaxes, Pur there fcems to be, at
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the fame Time, a little Spleen and Uneafinefs mixed
up with thefe Profeffions of Sorrow and " Affedion
for the People. You tell us, with a very awkard
Sneer, that it is alinoft impoffible to believe that, in
thefe Days of REFORMATION, there will not be the
Jaine Zeal jhewn againft Thofe, who defraud the
whole Body of the People in (o apen, fo notorious,
fo avowed and publick a Manuer, as there bath
Juftly been exprefled againft Thole, who have been
grilty of the like Crimes againff particular Societies,
or @ few particular Perfons.

Here, Sir, it I take you rightly, your Joy is
not quite fincere.  You do not feem to be altoge-
ther pleafed with thefe Days of RerormaTION,
Methinks I fec you in your Clofet, while you
arc writing this clegant Paflage, knitting your
Brows, and muttering to your felf — CuarIiTA=
BLE CORPORATION! — DERWENTWATER ! ——
York Buirpines! —Where the Devil will this
REerorMaTION end ¢ -

I thought, Sir, all was not quite right with you
by the laft Paragraph ; and in the next yon difco-
ver it very plainly; for you immediately drop the
{mooth, cajoling Style, and, lofing all your Tem=
per at once, call every Body about you, JacoBrTEes
- and Repusricans. You feem, indeed, to be a
little fenfible of your Diforder, by owning them
to be Perfons of very remote Principles, and calling
it an unnatural Union. Why really, Sir, the Com=
" pofition is odd enough; a little more odd, I fancy,
than any you will find in the Vintners Cellars.

We koow that you have long been ufed to this
Gentlemanlike Way of confuting your Adverfaries
and it muft be confefs'd that you have formerly
executed many hopeful Projects, by Virtue of this
Word Facobite ; but 1t 1s too much worn at ;}rr:—
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fent to do you any Service ; and therefore you tack
the Word Republican to it, notwithftanding the
Remotenefs and Incongruity of their Principles.
You tell us that Thefe arc the only two Denomina-
tions of Meiy who have rais'd the prefint Clamonr
and oppos'd your Scheme. What! does the City of
London and moft of the great trading "Towns and
Corporations in England confift of nothing but
Facobites and Republicans ? But as you have always
branded every Body with the Chara®er of a Fa-
¢ovite, who hath been formerly diftinguiflyd by
the Name of a Zory, or an High-Churchinan, in
the Days of our unhappy Divifions; {o it is very
probable that, under the Denomination of Repub-
bicans, you include all Thofe, whether Zow-Churchm
smen or Diffenters, who have been fo unhappy as
to diflike your Meafures. If This, Siry is your
Meaning, Ibclieve you will find Them no 110Nt
derable Party 5 for, laying afide the vaft Body of
Crown-Officers, Civil, Military and Ecclefaflical, 1
think They cannot amount, at a moderate Compu-
tation, to lefs than Ninety-nine in an Hindred of
the whole Kingdom. 1 hope therefore that you
have been a little too free, in ftigmatizing all thefe
Perfons with the Charader of being Enemies to the
Rovar Famivy, wow efabli'd on the T brone,
and_our PRESENT HAPPY CONSTITUTION,

Thus far, Iam ready to admit your Affertion
is juft; that you have united thefe " #uo great Bo-
dies of Men, in the Senfe before-mentioned, and
brought about that happy Coalition of Parties,
which We have long endeavour'd, but in vain, to
accomplith.  "This, i, is the only good Effect ag-
tending your Scheme, But whether it was altoge-
ther politick in you to blab out this Secret, I leave
to your own Judgment. Itis, at leaft, a publick
Confeffion from your own Mouth, #24t two Par-

Ca ties,
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ties, the moft vemote in their Principles, Views and
Interefts,y are vigoronfly united “in their . Oppofition to
your Meafures.

But you affirm that this Oppofition proceeds
trom the Apprehentions of the unfair Traders, that
‘it will effectually prevent Frauds in the Collestion of
the Revenue 3 upon which you apply another Piece
of Schoolboy’s Lating binc ille Lacryme.
No, §ir, you are as {enfible as any Man in Eng-
land that this general. Oppofition arifes from the
juit Apprchenfions ot the People, founded on Ex-
perience, that the Manner of collecting Duties by
Excife is ruinous to 7rade, and tends to the Sub-
verfion of Liberty. 'They, who have fele the Ri-
gor of thefe Laws, complain of them as grievous.
For this Reafon, ' hey have declared againft any
farther Extenfion of theu  and arc refolved to op-
pofe it by all dutiful and lawful Methods ; but
you, 8ir, tell Them very gracioufly, that They are
ignorant ol their own futerefis ; that They know
nothing of Zrade; and that you are refolved to
make Them happy under thefe Laws, whether
They will, or no.

As a Proot that this Remedy will be adequate
to the Diflemper, you give us an Inftance in the
late A&, for exciting Coffee, Tea and Chocolate
which, you fay, hath brought above a A4//ion more
into the Exchequer, during the eight Years, in
which 'They have been under thefe excellent Laws,
than 'They produced in the eight Years preceding,
How far We may take your Word for This, I
know not ; or, fuppoiing it to be true, it may be
owing to other Caules, betides the Prevention of
Frauds y fach ae Luxury, and the increas’d Con-
fumption of thofz Commodities, which is now become
almolt univerful; for it is certain that 7es was ne-
ver fo much raw, as it hath been fince that A%

and
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and T am credibly informed that whatever the Ex-
¢ife might produce at firft, it hath dwindled away
again for feveral Years paft; {o that, perhaps, We
fhall find, upon a ftri¢t Enquiry, that, exccpting
the Abatement of Premiums on prompt Payment,
(which, in Efie&k, is an additional Tax ) the Publick
hath gain’d buc little by this boafled Tmprovement
of the Revenue, befides an Increafe of Officers, and
the Power of awing and barafing the Subject ; for
there 1s hardly any Thing wanting in that AZ,
which 1s to be found in the Finances of Frauce, or
Denmark.

And yet you are not athamed to fuggeft, that
the Inconvenience, which bath arifen from the Al
teration of colleting the Duties on thefe Commo-
dities, s 1n w0 Degree adequate 1o the vaft Benefit,
which bath accrued to the Publick—Pray, Sir, is
not the diftrefling and vexing many Thoufands of
the People an Iiconvenience 2—Is not the Difcon-
tent of the People of England in general, ariling
from this Alteration, an Inconvenience of great
Weight and Confequence ? — Do you think, Sir
that nobody’s Fafe and Happinefs are to be confult-
ed bat your own; or that your fingle Refolution
ought to *bear down the united Judgment of the
People of Great Britain?——1 apprehend, Sir,
‘that 'This of ic felf would be fuch an Inconveni-
encey as no lucreafe of the Duty whatfoever would
compenfate to the People.

‘The next Thing remarkable in your Letter is
your Declamation on the fatal Mifzhiefs, accruing
to the Merchants and their unfortunate Friends,
who are Suretics for Them, by their having Credit
given Them on their Bonds; which tempts Them
to employ their Moncy in Exchange-Alley.

What a noble I'riend art Thou to the Traders
of Great Britain ¢ Is not Credit cqual to Mo-

ney &
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#ey & —1Is not Credit to the Publick a Multiplica.
tion of Money ¢— Have not you found it fo, in
many Inftances, for your cwn Advantage?
Hath not the diffufive Influence of Credit reduced
- the national Inutereft to halt what it was, in former
Ttmes ? And, if the Credit of Zraders, on which
the natioial Credit depends, is taken from Them,
how {oon muft ‘They fink into Bankruptey 2
However, thus far I will agree with you; that an
Fxcife will prevent the Ruin of many Families by
Credit —Why ?— Becaufe Multitudes of ﬂaﬁeﬁ;@gn
will be undone, for want of Perfons to give Them
Credit, Who will truft Shop-keepers, do you
think, 'who are liable every Day of their Lives to
be reduced to Ruin, for little A%ifakes, or Frauds,
by arbitrary Fudges and exorbitant Penalties ¢ —It
is like giving Security for their coop BE#AVIOUR 3
which, 1n fome Cafes, is little lefs than a Probibi=
tion from lawful Bujmefs, -
As for Stock - joBBING, if any Thing will en=
courage it more than ufual, it is an Excise 3 and,
perhaps, 'T'hat may be onc of your covert Reafons
for purfuing this Scheme with fo much undaunted
Vigour ; for if the Merchants and Traders of
Eugland {hould mot be able to purfue their honeft
Bulimefs without a Load of heavy Chains on their
Legs, They will naturally refort to  Stock-jobbing.
Dedpair of getting a8 competent Livelyhood and
Subftance by Zrade in the common Way, to which
They were bred, will drive Them to extraordinary
Methods of Subfiftance. = Neceffity compels Men to
Acls of Hazard and Danger. 1t forces {fome to
the Highway ; others to Exchange-Alley ; and ma-
ny to {erve the vile Purpofes of a wicked Minifler.
But you, Sir, cannot plead Neceffity in 1_y*n:n:rr Fx-
cufe.” It is meer Wantonnefs and Infolence of
Power, which prompt you to fport, in this Mane
ner,
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net, with the Fortunes and Liberties of your Fel-
low Subjeéts.

After this ridiculous Inveltive againft Credit,
you are pleafed to make an authoritarive Declara-
tion, without any Colour of Reafon, or Coherence
of Argument, that in Confequence of this Scheine,
Great Dritain will become a tree Yort, and a gene-
ral Storeboufe for WiNe and Tomacco. So
extraordinary an Afiertion as This deferves a Re-
mark or two ; and firft as to Wine.

For God Sake, what can your Honour mean by
faying that your Scheme will make Great Britain a
Storchoufe for twat Commodity ¢ How ignorant
muft you be of the Nature of all Sorts of Zrade,
except ome, to fall into fo filly a Miftake? To
what Purpofe thou’d any Body land Wizes here,
in order to export them abroad ? Was This cver
heard of before ? For my Part, I am an utter
Stranger to any fuch Kind of Commerce; nor
do I believe that Wines were ever, or will ever be
exported from Great Britain, in any Quantitics
worth Regard. T'o what Place, T pray, can the
Merchants be fuppofed to fend them? Other
Countries can buy Wines, or take them in FEx-
change for their own Goods, at a cheaper Rate
than They can have them from #s.

And as for making Great Britain a free Port
and a general Store-houfe for Zobacco, gour Hononr
{eems to have fallen into a greater Blunder than
n the former Article. Can this Hland be the
Stors-boufe for Tobacco in a greater Degree, than
it is at prefent? Is not the chief Part of #4z5 Com=
modity the Growth of our own Plantations ¢ And
is not all our Plantation-Tobacco now brought hi-
ther 7 Can it be carryed to any other Country
without being firft landed in Great Britain?
At prefent therefore this Ifland may be properly
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faid to be "the general Storehoufe for Tobacco, tho'
not a free Port ; and you wou'd do well to confi=
der, S:r, whether any Alteration in the Courfe of
this Trade, cfpecially by way of Excifz, may not
affect it in a very great Degree, and encourage other
Nations to become our Rivals in it 5 as They have
already been, with too much Suocef;, in Sugar and
other Commoditics. _ ‘ |

You now pay your Devoirs to the Retailer,
and make fome Apologies to him for not taking
his Cafe into Confideration betore,

Why really, Sir, I think it is high Time to give
thefe poor People a few good Words 5 and you fcem
to fet out very fair ; but on reading feveral Pages,
under this Article, I can find nothing in them but
the fame Strain of Railing and Abufe, with an awk-
ard Attempt to prove that it is all for their Good.
You confine your Invective, indeed, to the fran-
dulert Trader y but you plainly intend it againft
the whole Body of the Retailers in gemeral ; for
tho” you are plealed to admit that therc is fuch a
Thing in the World as a fair Trader, you do
it in a mighty cool Manner, by way of Parenthefis ;
as much as to fay, Rara Avis in terris ! it I may
venture to give you a litele Scrap of Eatin in my
~ Turn.—But let us come to the Point; which brings
us to the fecond Objedion againft the propofed
Alteration  that it will be injurions to ENGLISH
LiserTv. " :

You begin with that Branch of the Objection,
which concerns the Power of the Officers to wvifit
Houfes 5 and affirm, without any Hefitation, that
it will be for every boweff Man's Advantage and
Credit 3y upon which I muft beg Leave to ask you
a few more Queftions.

Good Siry do you think it can be for the Advan-
tage of the howefeft Man in England, to have every

Ry Room
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Room in his Houfe conftantly liable to be rumma-
ged, by Day or by Night, at the Will and Pleafure
of a feurvy little Fellow, who may hope to recom-
mend himfelf by being wvexatious in his Office, or
perhaps with an Intent only of drawing out a little
Civility Moy 3 which may afterwards be made a
Charge againit the poor Retailer, and involve him
I fevere Penalties and ignominious Profecutions?

Is it for the Advantage of an bomeft Man to be
at the Charge of keeping Scales and Weights, as
well as being Dbligedeegfmﬁ{f to affiff in weighing
bis Goods, as often as this bufy Familiar thall be
pleasd to require it ?

Is it for his Advantage to be at the Trouble of
kee.pinB regular Accounts of all the Goods He fells
every Day, and to whom He fells them?

Is it for his Advantage to be continually dancing
Attendance at the Permit Office, and waiting the
Pleafure of the Zittle Clerks there, who may hap-
pen to be regaling Themfelves at a meighbouring
Alehonfe, for every Quantity of Goods He may fell
above fix Pound Weight, or above a Gallen in ex-
cifeable Liquors; which is liable to be feized and
torfeited without their Certificate ?

Can it be thought to be either for the Advantage
or Credit of an honef} Man to lye under the Obli-
gation of frequently purging himfelf upon QOath,
 the exacteft Manner, with Regard to his parti-
cular Dealings ?

Is it for his Advantage, that thefe Protefant In-
quijtors thould be let into the particular Knowledge
of all his Dealings ; by which Means they may
frequently have 1t"in their Power to deprefs his
Credit, and clandeftinely work him out of his Bu-

Jinefs @
- In Juftification of thefe exorbitant Powers, you
draw a very pretty Cemjj):)arifml between Ships and
Honles.
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Houfes ; and, tell s, that the Gw_ﬂam—&mﬁ()ﬁér
has the fame Power over osie, that the Excifeman
hath over the otber.—But I muft beg Leave to make

a {mall Diftinction in this, Cafe.

. A.Ship, Sir, is @ moft it cnious Piece of Me-
chanifiny, defignd for the Conveyance - of mercan-
tile Goods. from.one Part of the World to another ;
and, as I apprehend with humble Submiifion, can-
not be c_a!rlqg;a [fix’d Habitation. . For this Rea-
fon, it isliable. to. Infpection in all Couhtrié,é,;.liat
Waggons and. other . conion. Vebicles. But a Mo~
pron-Houfe, or private Dwelling-place, hath been al-
wavs efteemed a fort. of Sandiuary, in moft ¢ivie
Ziz'd Natiops ; efpecially where . Liberty prevalls
in any Degree 5. and, in.rhis Natiop, it hath ale
ways pafled under the Name of a Man's Cafile ;

&l you, Sir, formed the Projeét of invading and
reducing it to the fame precarious State with our
floating Gaftles | o et TR
 But you feem to. think #hs Vifitation of Houfes
abfolutely neceflary, and not at all inconvenicnt
to the banefp Trader. "Uhe boneft Trader is of ano=
ther Opinion, and  knows there is . a Myflery,
even in the faireff Trade, which ought not to be
' difeovered. ~ Dear Siry give.me Leave to appeal to
_ your felf, in this Cafe. Do you not from your
Heart believe the Arxt of D;’f\)‘f?fiﬂffﬁg to be a very
boneft Trade ¢ Do 3-'011 not think it as myfferions an
Art as any carry’d on even. by the Wine Brewers
ond Zobacco Fadors 2 And yet, Siry you may rc-
member that it was.adjudg’d.by thﬂ:.Lighcft' Autho-
rity, on a very folemn Occafion, that This was a
Myjffery, which ought not to be revealed 5 though
the Intcreft of only Two PERSONS in the whole
Kingdom were concerned in it. |
But let me go-aliedle farther on this Subject of
difcovering the Myferies of Trade. What is the



Reafon, S§ir, for giving large Sums of Money
with Apprentices? Is it -onlydor Board and Lodg-
ing’s oris it to inftruét them in the Ar? and My-
flery 3/‘ the particular Trade, to-which They rare
bound ? Are not thefe Words the “very Terms ex-
prefled in their fudentures ¢ It therefore your Rea-
fowing is juft and your Scheme fhould prevail, 1
would advife all Gentlemen, “as well as others, to
bind "their Sons Apprentices to Excifemen, as the
beft Way to inftruct them in the Myfleries of all
Trades at once , fo'that 'if oze fails, they may take
o amathers - L el ey Wi ved
“" But here you recur once more to the Myfleries
of Iniquity, and aflert that it is upon this Ac~
count the Retailers dread an Infpection, ——
Lord, Sir, how came you, of all Men'in the World,
to be fo fond of difcovering Myfferies of * Iniguity ¢
Do but confider what a terrible Fright you was in
‘but a few Pages ‘before, on Account of thefe Days
of Reformation.” One wou'd think ' that' you ‘had
loft your' Senses with “your HonESTY, as your
Yearned Advocate Mr. Ostorne obferved, in his ju=
dicious Paper of Saturday laft;; but I will put the
Hiue" of our prefent Difpute on #his fingle Poiut.—
‘Will you, Si," who-are {o zealous: for” extending

this viftatorial Power, be pleafed to put your felf

“under the fame Furifdifion, and confent tc have
your Accoynts fg@aﬁed, and the Myflery of your
Dealings expofed, in'the fame rigorous Manner, by
Commiffioners, to be appointed: by" the PropLr?
‘Grant us only this Poiunty and I believe all the Cor-
porations in England, Lywnn idelf not excepted,
‘wou'd revoke their Jate Inftradions, and héartily
concur in a Schesnze, which might be attended with
{uch #nfinite Advantage to the Nation, and, per-
haps, ‘no fnall fimprovement of the Revente.

3 ) But
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- But as we can have no Hopes that jor wiil
ever confent to any Inquifition of this Sort, let us
examine the remaining Pare of your Letter.

The Privilege of Ewnglifmen, to be tryed by
Furies, is fo well underftood by every Clafs of Peo~
ple, and the Argument upon it hath been fo full
exhautted, in the Courfe of this Difpute, that it
may be thought almoft impertinent to offer any
thing farther on that Subject; and I do affure
i:ou, §zr, that nothing fhou’d induce me to do it

ut your own great Authority, in feconding the ri-
diculous Arguments of your Jittle Advocates a=
gainft this fundamental Privilege of the People,

However, Siry 1 fhall be very fhort, and confi=
der only the Inflances you have produced, to fup=
port your Argument againft this Method of Trial.

For this Purpofe, you are pleafed to mention
the Land-Tax and Wisdow-Tax; Difputes about
Parifb Rates, the Repairs of Highways and Bridges
the Payment of Servants and Manufaciurers Wages ;
and Difputes between the Clergy and their Pavifbior
ners about finall Tythes; all which, Cales, you tell
us, are direited by Law to be adjudged and de-
terimined either by particular Commillioners for that
Purpofe, or by ncighbouring - Juftices of the Peace,
either in their private Capacity, or at the Quarter
Seffion, and wituour a Jury.

But it unluckily happens, in all thefe Cales, that
there is not owe Penalty, or Forfeiture, accruing to
the Officers, or the Crown ; neither are the Officers
appointed by the Crown; but by the Parliament,
their refpective Counties, or Paiifbes 5 {o that all
thefe Inftances are quite forcign to the Cafe of
Excifes, and nothing to the Purpofc.

You contefs that, iz the Cafe of {mall Tythes,
the Vicar may, if He pleafes, fue in the Excheqlier (i

an
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and therefore T am at a Lofs to guefs for wha
Purpofe you could infert This in your Colleclion
of Cafcs, determinable ina jummary Mannery with=
out a Trial by Furies, |

You likewile acknowledge, that the greatefl Pri-
wilege of an Englithman is @ fair and impartial
Trial, and in moff Cafes by a Jury. Let me
ask you therefore how the Merchants of Englaud
have fo far incurrd gour Houwour's Difpleafure as
to be excluded from this greateft Privilege of Eng=
liffmen 2—1 believe, Siry that I may anfwer tfor the
whole Body of them, that They wou'd rather fub-
mit to the Vexation and Expence of a Profecution
in the Court of Exchequcr, where Trials by Fu-
ries arc ftill preferved, than leave their Property
to the arbitrary Determination of Court Commnsffi=
oners 5 and This, §iryis all I fhall fay to you, at
prefent, upon the Point of Furies:

You now proceed to the Daigers apprehended,
(or infinuated, as you call it) from the mew Levy
of Officers, which will be neceflary to put your
Scheme in Execution ; and comfort us with an Af=
furance that the Number will be very inconfide-
rable ; which you are pleafed to illuftratc by the
{mall Increafe of Offcers, occafioned by the late Act
for excifing Coffeey Tea and Chocolate. }YDH inform us
that the additional Officers, created on that Account,
were #o more than 80, excepting Clerks, and Per-
[ons employed [folely in Writing 5 and that the prefent
propofed Increafe will ot be 150 in all EneLAND 5
BesIDES fure Warchoufe-keepers in this Town of
London, whofe [o/le Bufinefs it will be to keep @ Koy,
Joiutly with ibe Merchaits,

Welly, Sir, let us allow this Calculation to be
juft, and that no more than 150 Officers will be ad-
ded for EENeLAND, on your wew Scheme; yet in-

cluding
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cluding ScorTLAanD, and the Offcers employed
there, with all the additional Clerks and Warehoufe=
men, on Account’ of Tea, Wive and Zobacco, in
both Kingdoms, They will certainly amount to
a very large Number. Let us 'fﬂﬁpg}%’: them only
to be 5co; can'fuch an Increafe,” added” to” the
600 raifed laft Year, on Account of the Salt Duty,
and the vaft Multitude fubfifting before, be thought
of no Danger? May not all thefe Offices be gi-
ven to the \gu:}:}s, Servants, or Dependents of TroSE
Persoxs, whom a Miniffer too often finds it his
Intereft to oblige? And does not This tend to
abridge and undermine the Freedom of thofe Affeis-
blies, which is the only Support of our Liberties
and- ComiiEiing B € e e e

But what Security can the Publick have, if your
Projest thould take Effcét, that you will raife no
more than 150 of thefe new Zroops ? ~ May you
not inlift what Numbers you pleafe, even 92 In-
Switui, if you find it neceffary for the Support
of your Mecafurés? Who can controul you, when
the Scheme is eftablifhed, if the umited Voice of the
whole Kingdom cannot controul you at prefent?
" As to the Wareboufes, which vou acknowledge
to be a Part of your Scheme, I fhall only obferve
that it 1s cxallly another charitable Corporation
Proje.  The Goods of the Merchants, it feems,
are to be depofited, like common Pledges, in your
Honour’s Lumber Houfes, under the Infpection” and
‘Care of fuch an honelt Steward, as Fobun T hoinp-
(78 - |
t But T am really weary of following you through
this Labyrinth of Inconfiffency and Folly. I fhall
therefore conclude with a few ‘thort Reflections
upon_the whole. | |

Ariflotle
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Ariftotle obferves very juftly, that great Care
ought to be taken in changing the fundamental
Parts of any Govermment 3 and that the utmoft
Caution ought to be had againit 7hofe, who at-
tempt it by Degrees.—Machiavel, (who was, per-
haps, .as great ‘a, Politi¢ian, though' not quite fo
honeft ‘a2 Man) fays, in Effe@®, the fame Thing;
when He advifes any Prince, or Mivifter, who has
a Mind to alter the Conffitution of his Countiy, to
preferve the fame outward Forms ; and tells us that
the Power of the Roman Pesple was intively de-
ftroyed by thefe Means,. = . _

Let us now apply thefe Maxims to the Cafe of
Txaes, " § .

When this Method of Taxation was frft cfta-
blithed amongft us, in Times of a civil War, the
Projectors of it procecded by repaiar Degrees, againtt
the general Inclination of the People ; but finding
Themfelves firong ¢nough to ficceed in their firft
Attempt, "They went farcher 5 wheretpon 3r. Pym,
as Dugdale relates, did by bis Letter to Sir John
Hotham, fignify, that They bad proceeded in the
Excife 10 many Particulars, and intended to go on
farther y but that it would be meceflary to ufe the
People toit by little and little; and accordingly, us-
der the fpecious Preteuces of paying the Debts, main-
~ taining the Army, and Security of Trade, before
the Year was ended, They extended the Excile o be
general, even to the SHAMBLES,

When the, fame Scheine was attempted, after the
Revolution, it was propofed only for a fhort Time,
during the Exigencies of .a War; and Dr. 1)’ Ave-
#wanty, who wrote for Excifes, at that Time, by the
Dircction of the Zreafury, hath this remarkable
Yaragraph in his Effay on Ways and Meaus, viz.

“ When
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* When the People, /s He, grow once fo dew
* generate, as to furrender the Rights of the Na-
¢ tion, there is no Ward againft fuch Corruption
“ and a Parliament, that wow'd confent to conti-
¢ nue Excifes beyond the Necoffities of the War,
““ wou'd give up Magna Crarta, or fettle the
“ prefent Land Tises in Perpetuity on the Crown ;
° but it is hoped there are not Hands enough, in
¢¢ this Country, to help a few Flatterers in the
“ pulling down the Fences of our Liberty, and to
““ promote a Defign, that wou'd as well ruin the
“ King, as his People,

But it is now Time to draw to a Conclufion ;
and T will do it, by putting' you in Mind, that
your. Advocates have, for feveral Months, endea-
vour'd to ridicule our Apprehenfions of an Excifs;
and afferted that if any fuch Alteration in the Reye-
wite fhow’d be propofed, it wou'd not be attended
with thofe terrible Circumftances, with relation
to Furies, entering Houfes, &c. which the Incendie
ariesy as They are call'd, haye reprefented.  Bat
Jour Honour has fully verified all, that hath been
faid by thefe wicked Malignants, in the Pamphlet
now before us, We have nothing therefore to
_hope, but that our Reprefentatives in Parliament
will reject gour Scheme, and perfevere in the glo-
rious Spirit of their Prcdqccﬂgrs, by declaring with
an unanimous Voeice, Norumvs LEces Amcriia
Mvurari. |
. As this ever-memorable Sentence is the great

Fourdation of Magwna Crarta, I hope you will
not be difpleafed, Sir, with a fhort Quotation from
an * o/d Book, in which the facred Regard, which
our Ancettors paid to that indelibie Law, 1s given
us in a full and a ftrong Light,

L

“ The

* The Cafe of the Bankers, e



 The Time would fail me, fhould I inlarge
“ upon that inviolable Bulwark of our Ziberties
€ and Property, the Macna CrarTA, Or
% GREAT CHARTER Of ENGLAND : 2 Charter ,
“ purchas’d with the Treafure and feald with the
¢ Blood of our Anceftors; a Law promulged and
* eftablifhed to the Englifb, with a Terror and "
““ Solemnity inferior only to That of the boly Com=
“ mandments by God himfelf to the Fews. There
““ was here no Zhunder, or Lightning, it is trues
* but there was fo drcadful 2 Fulmination of
¢ Curfes upon the Violators thereof, that no Man
“ ever yet confiderd them without Horror and
“ Aftonithment. A Law, reverd by Jormer Par-
 Liaments to that Degree, that they enacted
“ Tranferipts thereof to be carefull preferved in
“ all the Catbedrals of the Realm ; that it fhou’d
“¢ be four times a Year carefully read before the:
“ People ; that twice in a Year the Prelacy (Pon-
- ’ﬂlfmﬁbm induti, & * Candelis accenfis) thou'd
¢ Thunder out the greater Excommunication 2=
* gaintt the Infringers thereof, though but in Word
“ or Council, (fays the Statute ;) that the Losd
“ Chancellor and all the great Minifters of State,
“ upon Entry into their &Hccs, fhou'd conftantly
“ be fworn to the Obfervation thereof ; that it
“ thou'd be allowed as the common Law, by all
* Officers of Juftice; that all Statute Laws, or
& Fudgments, in Oppofition thereto, thould be mull
¢ and 20id; nay, that the very Priefis and Con-
“ feffors thow'd trame the Confciences of the People
 to the Obfervance thereof 3 and laftly a Law,
E ' ¢ scone

.

*ThE Ceremony, as related by another Author, was thus-
The Bi/bops, holding lighted Candles in their Hands, extinguifh'd
Them, and threw them on the Ground, every one prefent cry-
ing out; thus Jet Him se extinguif'd and flink in Hell, why
| wiclates THIs CuaRrTER,
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“ confirmed by no lefs than Thirty-two feveral
“ Ads of Parliament.— And what was the Rea=
¢ fon of all this Vencration and Diligence? Was
“ this Charter of that Santity and Importance? —
¢¢ Yes furely; the Prefence thereof was then thoughe
¢ as neceflary to the Englifb, as That of the Pal-
“ Jadium to the Trojans 5 the holy Ark to the He-
“ brews ; the Sea Banks to the States of Holland.
¢ In Company of this Zutelar, there was no poffi-
“ ble Danger. In the Abfence thereof, no poffible
¢¢ Safety. Such then was the Care of our Ance-
¢ ftors, (‘wife Men, perhaps, tho' not- fo greas
¢ Clerks ) in the Munition and fencing about of
“ their Rights and Properties; and fo invincible
¢ was their Zeal to tranfmit thofe Fewels to their
¢« Pofteritics, with the fame Luftre and Beauty,
“ that they themfelves had reccived from their

L 14
19
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to me to bear always in mind that Saying of our
Countryman, and great Captain, GarLeacus, when
his Army was in the Inftant of joining Battle
“ here with the Roman Invaders; Et Majores vef=
“ tros €8 Pofteros Cogitatey Fellow Soldiers, fays
““ He, Remember your ANCEsTORS and your Po-
“ sreriTies ; 2 fhort Speech ; but containing
“ more of Argument and Perfuafion, than can be
¢ exprefled in ten Reams of Paper. '

How fay you, §ir, do you like this Kind of
Reafoning ? If you do, give me Leave to con-
clude with one fhort Paflage more from the fame
Author; which he reports as the- familiar Saying
of Sir Epwarp Coxe, and fays will remain a
Musim of eternal Truth in this State;— viz. That
1o Subjet (tho wuever 6o Porent and SUBTILE)
ever confronted, or juftled with the Liaw oF Enc-
LAND, but the same Law in the Eud infallibly
Brogke urs NECK.

F-T N LS

¢ Predeceficts ; thofe old Euglifp Heroes feeming -
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