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{ 4]

time depofit a white powder, was both new and cu-
rious. To be informed that this was the Magnefia
Alba mentioned in a pampblet, juft then publifbed,
on the nurfing and management of children ; fobear
that this powder was not generally known to the Fa-
culty in England, but would prove a valuable acqui-
Sition to the Materia Medica, and be of great fervice
in practice, was inflructive and entertaining. And
here perbaps the matter might bave refled, bad not
the utility of the medicine been mentioned, and its
ufe recommended, to that judicious and indefatigable
P@:ﬁaaﬂ, the late Do&or Pitt of Oxford; who being
defirous of trying its efficacy as foon as proper cafes
occurred (which be could not long wait for in bis
extenfrue practice) prevailed on me to prepare a lit-
tle for him, by the procefs that bad been communi-
cated to me, as none was at that time to be had
Srom the fhops. The fuccefs which attended the ufe
of it far exceeded bis expeclations s infomuch that be
pronounced it a valuable medicine, if upon this ac-
count only, that it would prfcsjé{y determine whether
the gﬁéﬁd:rzg acrimony in chronical complaints was
or was not acefcent.  But the truth is, be jfound it
Jerviceable in a variety of cafes, and became fond of
the medicine 5 fo that the few ounces I bad firf} fup-
plied him with were foon expended, and a Jfecond

quantity prepared for bim at bis requeff.  But as
the





































[ 10 ]

The ftrenuous recommendation of this powder,
in the Effay juft referred to, foon engaged the
attention of the Public. But the method of pre-
paring it being at that time not extant in any
of our difpenfatories, and the works of thofe
Chemical authors who had defcribed it, not com-
mon in England, the wholefale dealers in medicine
had no other way of fatisfying the repeated de-
mands for it, but by fubftituting in its place fuch
other powders, as they imagined would beft an-
{wer the defcription given of it, and be moft
likely to produce the intended effeéts; fo that a
variety of powders, very different from Magnefia
and each other, were vended under that name.
For tho’ the procefs for preparing it with the
Mother - Lye of nitre and that of fea-falt, ingre-
dients at that time made ufe of, was foon known,
yet thefe were not eafily to be procured: And
after this difficulty was removed by a Phyfician
well fkilled in chemiftry, who fubftituted the fal
catharticum amarum in the place of them, very few
have been willirg to beftow on the procefs the
neceflary care and treuble, infomuch that the
powder even at this day is rarely to be met with
in its pure and genuine ftate.

While the medicine thus fuffered in its cha-
ralter with fome, as well from the ufe of fophifti-
cated powders, as from thofe which were impro-
perly prepared, others were prejudiced againft
it, as an innovation on their favourite prefcrip-
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And with regard to the more compact and hard
Concrete, tho® divifible by art into very minute
corpufcles, it is not thereby divefted of the caufe
of its contexture, but may nevertlelefs, by uni-
ting with the vifcid juices, and aflifted by the
heat of the ftomach, at leaft where no acid a-
bounds, form the fame hard {ubftance as at firft,
and incruftating about the lower orifice of the
ftomach, at length partially obftrué, or en-
tirely ftop, the paffage. Effeéts, which are
known to have been produced by the too liberal
ufe of the finely levigated teftaceous powders .

But bad as thefe confequences are, they are
not to be apprehended from the ufe of the pure
Magnefia 3 which being freed from all heteroge-
neous particles, is without doubt a valuable
medicine, and perhaps one of the greateft dif-
coveries in phyfic which the prefent age has to
boat of. In whatever light we confider it,
whether as a Pure Earth obtained by the pro-
cefs with water, or as a caput mortuum left after
Calcination, if it meets with no acid to remove,
it produces no ill effe€ts, nor creates a diforder
where it finds none. Taken as an Abforbent,
it is more powerful and efficacious in deftroying
acidities than any medicine of the fame clafs,
and has, befides, this peculiar advantage, that

+ Hec omnia, fays De Gorter fpeaking of the teftaceous pﬂtl;.r-
ders, extinguunt quidem acidum, fed fi vifcidum adfit, in lapideam
wolem faepe concrefcunt.  F. De Goiter Comp. Medicin. p. 159.

it




























































{ 34-1

the room of thefe, the patient has been agreeably
furprifed with an unexpefted benefit from the
ufe of it.

To account for the exiftence of thefe acrid
falts in the common Magnefia, and fill farther to
jJuftify our attributing to them the bad confe-
quences complained of, we need only attend to
the following obfervation of the very ingenious
Dr. Black. < The Alcali,” fays he, ¢ in the
¢ mixture (meaning that from which the powder
““ is obtained) uniting with the Acid, feparates it
“ from the Magnefia ; which not being of itfelf
“ {foluble in water, muft confequently appear
““ immediately in a folid form; but the powder
““ which there appears, is not entirely Magnefia,
““ part of it is the falt formed from the union of
“ the acid and alcali. ‘This neutral falt is found
*“ upon examination, to agree in all refpecs with
*“ Vitriolated Tartar, and requires a large quan-
¢ tity of hot water to diffolve it*. As much of it
““ 1s therefore diffolved as the water can take up,
“ the reft is difperfed through the mixture in
“ form of a powder. Hence the neceflity of
‘¢ wathing this powder with fo much trouble.”
He afterwards adds, < If thefe falts are not

* Dr. Rutty obferves, that a feruple of Vitriolated Tartar bojled
M two ounces of water to an ounce, that is in twenty-four times
its own weight, was not entirely diffolved whilt warm, and when
cold depofited a confiderable quantity of undiffolved matter. Rutty
en Muineral Waters, p. 81.

*¢ accurately





















