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PSALM XCE 5 6.

Tr’aau fhalt not be aﬁmj for the Terrour by
.gxgbt N#r ﬁ?r the drrow that _ﬂw:f: by
.{y'
Nor for the qu?:lanfg zbat walketh in dark-_
“ mefs : Nor for the Df_f}rué?:an that mezﬁe;r&
i Naan d@;r._. - :

 SAS 5 l£' the. i'e:rmus Cbnﬂmn never
rEddl fails to difcern, and to adore
- 291 the Allwifc and Almi ighty
Nl ,'r""','.'l- ‘Hand of his Heavenly Fm:f:r:r |
AN even in the minuteff. Acci-

. 20 dents of Life, and fuch as
are made ﬁl ht of, and overlook’d by acare-
lefs World, huw much more then ought he
to take Notice of Narional Vifitations, where-
by not only whole Families and Cities, but
entire Countries and Kingdoms are thaken by
A2 Heaven?
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Heaven 2 And if the leaft Touch of Sicknefs.
affords abundant Matter of Speculation toa
Child of God, both on the adnrablel;ﬂ ice
and Mercy of the:Grear God, as thereby
temporally Punifhing Sin, and at the fame
Time Calling to Repentance;’ how 'much
riore then muft General Diffempers and Epi-
demical Difeafes as over-run vaft Trats of
the Habitable World, and whereby even the
moft Worldly and Wicked are terrify’d and
awakén’d? How much more then, I Aay,
ought we to ftand ftill, and to confider, and
to makethis Godly Ufe of them, duly to
weigh from whence they come, fram a Fu/f?
and Provoked God, and to wgit they fhould
lead uis, to Repentance and a Religious Life ¢

‘Dearly Beloved, and who. ‘amongft you
ufeth to take but the leaft Notice of God’s
Finger in the Government of this Werld,
and is not at this Time fully' convine’d

that thefe very National Vifitations haveriow -

befallen us? When _the dlfﬂdflll Plﬂgﬂ&.

hath flear Flight Years ‘togéther been raging
T ]
s of Europe, and been adually ng

about n Darknefs frdm the'

Sourh o' the Eaft! and' from’the ?ﬂﬂ* to &r-

North, and is now ‘from the North drawing
nigh to the Weft, T mean to this very' Coun-
t#y where we live 1, as the fad Accounts
from Abroad do, from Poft to Poft, inform
us. Nay: And when e ourfelves have in

this prelent Sumomer ' Seafon felt a General

Diftemper
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Diftemper in .our own Houfes and Cities,
whicly, tho* not quite ‘Mortal; Is yet unac-
countable, and by the Swifinefsof its Flight
thro’ Holland, Flanders, Germany, and France,
mofb like unto an Epidemieal Difeafe 5 nay,
and ‘as fome: fkil}ful in*Nature will have it,
is a&ually a Forerunner of the terrible Pefti-
lence. |

' And what do you think therefore; does
it - not ‘behove us: for Once to ftand il
and in the Houfe of God publickly to take
Notice of thefe his Publick = Fudgments, in
QOrder to awaken and exhort one-another
to Repentance, that thefe Vifirations of.
the Neighbourinz Nations and of Ourfelves,
may ‘be' truly {anified ‘to/us, and - we in
Time' prepar’d,; if perhaps this terrible Day
and Deftreyes might, for the encreafing Sins
of the Land, come quickly2 . .

For which End I have chofen to Day the
Words: of ‘the Holy ‘Pfalmift- v the Text 5
which: arel at once ‘@ lively and comforting
Exbortaion of the Spirit of the Lord to the
Godly, not “to 'be afraid even in the moft zor-
rible Tim*bﬁ«?lgm--; the Dreadfulnefs of
1which He'at the fame Time defcribes by the
mioft Patbetical Expreffions, and Mournful
Similies ; of TERROUR BY NIGHT,
the ARROW THAT FLIETH BY DAY,
the PESTILENCE THAT WALKETH
IN' DARKNESS, and the DESTRUCTI-
ON THAT WASTETH AT NOON- -
DAY: In Order to (hew how at 4/l Times,

ol % and
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and in al/ Places it is alike Killing and De<
ftroying, and moft frightful and ghaftly. .

- Tho’ not, as it isfaid, to the Godly, who
fhall not be afiaid of it, as the following Ex-1
pofition will more amply convince us, con-.
{idering together in'the Name and Fear of
the Lord thefe TWO Particulars; as, -

- Firft, The Greatnefs and Univerfality of
Terrour in a People vifited by thé dreadful.
Diftemper the Peftilence, as it is exprefled-
in the forefaid moft Pachetical Expreffions
and Mournful Similies by the Spiri¢ of the
Lord-bimfelf, butthen s 0!

Secondly, Allo the Greatnefs and Fu!fne{kg
of Cmgﬁ:rt promifed to the Godly in thefe.
very Days of Terrour, by the fame Spirit of
Truthy how they [ball even then-mot be.
afraid, i | 4% 3o

~ To which you are to tend a true and ho-
ly Attention: For whether this Judgment.
15 to befall Us and this Sinful City now or
hereafter, we have at all Times Reafon
enough to humble ourfelves before a provo-.
ked God, and, in true Holinefs and Godli-
nefs, timely to prepare ourfelves, whenever-
this Deftroyer fhall come nigh our Dwel-
ling: Truly, the Neighbouring Nations.
fhould be a %,Varning and awakening Exam-
ple to us, many of whom who do now
actually feel this fmarting Rod, could, but a
little while ago, hardly be brought tti_htv_
ieve
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lieve it. . O let therefore no Body obftinate-
ly perfevere in his Sins, but turn heartily
1f¥0m your, own Ways unto the Lord! If
_perhaps thereby he might once more\be mo-
_ved to Mercy. But Thou, O Holy and
~Righteous Judge of the World! Thine Ho-
1y and Righteous Will be done! But O then
fgar: thy People! And if thou haft a Mind
to rebuke us, O Lord, do it not in thine
Anger, neither punifh us in thy hot Dif-
_pleafure like the Ungodly, but let it bea
Fatherly Chaftifement to us, which.we, as
thy faithful Children, may be allo willing
and ready to take upon us, in Order there-
- by to be drawn unto. thee, and to be freed
{rom Everlafting Plagues and Torments
‘hereafter; that we may neither be fearful
-as the Wicked, but with a holy Courage, as
under the Almighty Shield of thy Pro-
te&ion, and through the precious Merits of
our Redeemer, walk even through the Val-
ley of the Shadow of Death. Hearwus, O
Lord, and help us; fave us, O Lord, we be-
feech thee, and fend us thy Profperity !
- Firft, then- are we to confider both the
Greatnefs and Univerfality of Terrour in a
People vifited by the dreadful Diftemper the
Peftilence : Truly, here is no Need for an
-ample Defcription, fince fad Experience of
-former Times does inform us enough of it 5
and fuch amongft you here prefent, as ei-
ther are fo far advanc’d in Years, or le}i}fe
1 ot



(8)

Lot it hath been !ately as to have Jived in
Places vifited by’ this Divine Judgment, and
can re-cnllc& your Memory, *&rﬂl"be to the
full cunwnc’d with ‘me ! Orif yqﬁ leale to
ook into the Hiﬂu;ms thereof, both in For-
mer ‘and Latter Ages, theré you will every
Time be brought ﬂd ambﬂ: difmal and ter-
rible Field of Slaug‘htcr and behold ev
wherée about you ﬁotfhmé but palé Death in
its moft ghaftly 'Figure, and, by-
quence, meet with nothing in a‘ll the Hoq-
fes and Streets of the City but Tgrrqur A
- Yet, notwithftanding a!l ‘this, ‘hath the
-Supremn Wifdom and Sﬁn‘m‘ of Ged thought
1t neceflary, not enly to give in my Text of
this in Itfclf terrible Diftemper, yet a;em}fe
Defeription, but to have 1t1 Fty rted aifo n
one of the pu&kck Pfalms to?v g in his

! Temple ;, that Firft' the Sevcri‘t of his

udgments upon afinfal World mlght the

bettcr and with a greater Atrention, be con-
ﬁder‘d and thrrc%c ﬁ‘lan'kmd moved to 2
thorou h Humiliation and Repentance; anﬂ
Secondly, That the Grcatncﬁ and Strcngf
of the Confidence of the Godly, u:‘éﬁ; the
All-fufficient and ‘Almighty
their “Heavenly Father, might thcr by ﬁe
render’d more confpicpous, ‘and the ’tv
‘convine’d, how, even under. thefe dwad}ul
Vifitations, they have nothing to" fear. ‘For
thefe and the like Refons goes the Spirir of
God about this fad Defcription of the Pbrgttk
in thefe moft Parbetical  Expreffions”and
' . Maurnful
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Mournful Similies 5 Firft, in general, undeg
the Name of TERROUR BY NIGHT,
and the ARROW THAT FLIETH BY
‘DAY, in the sth Verfe ; and then gives, Se-
¢ondly, a nearer and more diftin& Explica-
tion of it in the 6th; by Calling it down-
right, THE PESTILENCE THAT WAL-
KETH IN DARKNESS, and the DEs
STRUCTION THAT WASTETH AT
NOON-DAY. In a Word, by thefe feve-
zal Names and Similies is defcribed one and
the fame dreadful Sicknefs unto Death, from
1ts fzveral terrible Effeéts it caufes and hatlx
upon both Minds and Bodies of the infected

Mortals 5 as, |
Firff, TERROUR BY NIGHT, or, ag
fome tranflate it, NIGHTLY HORROUR,
becaufe in the Plague Time, and whillt this
fevere Fudgmen: is lafting, Men arein a
continual Anxiety and Fear, not only for
this Scourging Rod of God in gemeral, but
alfo every one about his own Cendstionin payr-
ticular, as uncertain when, where, and how
foon it might reach themfelves and their
Dwellings: Hence i1s every where Dread
and dmazemen:! More efpecially in’ the
folitary Nighz-Time ; wherein, as People can.
as little fleep for Terrour as they are!ﬁt to go
about their Calling in the Day, fo are they
the more at Leifure attentively to behold
the Dreadfulnefs of this Punithmenr, and
hence hath it this firft Denomination of
Horrour, of NIGHTLY HORROUR, or
B TERROUR

—rar
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TERROUR BY NIGHT becaufe 1t is
what this Contagion carries naturally and
neceffarily along with ity as the Holy Pfalmift
in other Places i1s ufed to «defcribe the moit
vehement Anxiety of the Soul by the anxious
Thoughes of the Night y as in Pfalm vi. ver.
6. I am weary withmy GROANING ; ALL
THE NIGHT make I my Bed to Swimy I
water my Couch with my Tears. And again
in Pfaln xvi. ver. 7. My Reins alfo IN-
STRUCT me IN THE NIGHT SEA-
SONS, or, as fome Tranflations have it,
ggNASTISE ME IN THE NIGHT SEA-
e Ty .

The Second Name and Simile of this ter-
rible Diftemper in the Text, is THE AR-
ROW THAT FLIETH BY DAY ; Firfl,
becaufe it attacks Mankind as well in the
Midft of the Day as in the Night-Time: And
Secondly, by Reafon both of its Vebemency
and Swifinefs, Striking, Wounding, and
Killing at one and the fame Blow 3 and as
an Arrow let oft from the Bow flieth through
the Air and hits, fo this Fudgment of the
Lord let loofe from Heaven .éz'e:b through
whole Regions and Countries a¢ once, not
moving flowly, and encreafing gradually as
other Sicknelles do, but being at omce In-
fecting and Mortal, infomuch -that as the
Pfalmift goes on in the next following 7th
Verfe, innumerable Numbers fall thereby ¢
- once, or in a very thort Time, & Thoufand
fal at thy Side, and Ten Thoufand at a?
. Right
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Right Hand, as in other Places of the Holy
Sfrg:zwe, the moft piercing and fevereft of
God’s Judgments upon a finful World are
{et forth by the fame Simile of an ARROW
from HIS BOW WHICH HE HATHBENT
AND MADE READY : For God Fudgeth
the Righteous ; and God is angry with the
Wicked every Day 5 if be turn nor, be will
wet bis Sword,and havh BENT HIS BOW, .
AND MADE IT READY:; HE HATH
ALSO PREPAR’D FOR HIM THE IN-
STRUMENTS OF DEATH, HE OR-
DAINETH HIS ARROWS AGAINST
THE PERSECUTORS. Pfalm vii Verfe
T, 12; 33
Thirdly, Does the Holy Penman go on to
. glve us yet a nearer and clearer Explication
- of all this in the 6th Verfe, and calls it by its
- proper Name, the PESTILENCE THAT
- WALKETH IN DARKNESS, becaufe this
- raging Infe&ion falls on Mankind, like inevita-
~ ble Dangers or Enemies ufe to do, in the dark
~ of the Night, which as they cannot be feen, fo
can they neither be avoided ; for indeed thus
aGtually does the Plague attack poor Mortals
like one Man does another in the Dark, they
being oftentimes infected with it, even before
they can be aware of it, or difcover its
- dreadful Symptoms 3 and becaufe, Secondly,
it WALKS perfectly round, and infeéts not
only from Bed to Bed, from Chamber to
Chamber, from Houfe to Houfz, from Neigh-
bourhood to Neighbourbood, from Street to
i B2 ; Street,
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- Street, from Parifb to Parifb, but alfo from
. Cityto City, and from one Country, nay from
one Kingdom to another ; wherein it is re-
ally diftinguilh’d from and exceeds in Ter-
riblenefs all the moft dreadful Sicknefles of
the Univerfe ; as we read of the PESTI-
LENCE which befell Ifrael in the Times
of King David, that it penetrated at once,
. and went thruugh from Dan even to Beer-
fbeba, Killing Seventy Thoufand Men in three
Days Time ;, 2 Samuel, Chap. xxiv. Ver. 15
The Fourth and laft Nﬂma whereb thc
szrrt of God defcribes this Ri breau‘.j‘}u
ment 1s, DESTRUCTION THAT
ETH AT NOON- DAY, or as {ome inter-
pret the QOriginal Text, “THE, EXTERMI-
N ATION, or POISON and DEATHTHAT
WASTETH AT NOON-DAY: By reafon
the Peftilence does not, like other Difeafes,
tie Men unto their Beds and Chambers, and
weakens them only, but DESTROYS the
moft Part, and ROOTS them ous
of ibe Land of the Living, {o that
thereby are LAID WASTE an ‘made DE-
SOLATE, not only whole Houfes and
Streets, but alfo entive Villages and Towns
are DEFOPULATED, infomuch that all
Trade and Commerce ceafes, and the Grafs
begins to grow in the principal Parts of the
Cityat NOON-DAY, as we read of the
Streets of Jerufalem, That the Foice of Mirth
gnd the ¥ oice of Gladnefs (ball ceafe, as alfo
=ﬁﬁ?€ Voice of the Bridegroam and tbe Vaice of

tha



(13 ) e
the Bride, for the Land fhall be defolate
Jeremiah vii. verfe 34 ; for no otherwife is
it in the lamentable Time of a thorough ripe
and furious PESTILENCE.

hus have I given you an Explication as
fhort, and as clear as poflible of thefe moft pz-
thetical Expreffions, and mournful Similies,
whereby the Spirit of God thought it necef-
fary to defcribe in the Text both the Great-
nefs and Univerfality of Terrour in a People
wifited by the moft dreadful Sicknefs the
Plague. Butfee now to your further Edi-
fication. - '

In the Second Place, Alfo the Greatnefs
and Fullnef[s of COMFORT and CONFI-
DENCE which the GODLY have in
THEIR GOD, and difcover even in thefe
Days of Terrour, and to which they are fo
lively animated in the Second Part of our
Difcourfe ythat THEY SHALL, even THEN
when all the Wicked do tremble, NOT BE
AFRAID; no not even in the Midf of all
the forefaid Terrours and Dangers. Indeed
this is the chief dim of the Holy Penman, as
in our Text, {fo likewife throughout the
whole Pfalm, to COMFORT the GODLY
in fuch like Days of Trouble. Thus does
he begin moft emphatically in the preceding
four firft Verfes: He that dwelleth in the

fecrer Place of the moft High, [ball abide un-

der the Shadow of the Almighty. I will fay of
tbe Lord, He is my Refuge,and my Fortre[s, my
God, in him will Ltruft, Surely be [ball elézfr
_ | thee
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thee from the Snare of the Fowler, and from
the noifom Peftilence. He [ball cover thee with
bis Feathers, and under his Wings (halt thou
truft, bis Truth [ball be thy Shield and Buck»
ler ; and then does he begin in particular in
my Text : THOU SHALT NOT Be AFRAID
OF THE TERROUR BY NIGHT, NOR FOR
THE ARROW THAT FLIETH BY DAY,
NOR FORTHEPESTILENCETHAT W AL-
KETH IN DARKNESS, NOR FOR THE
DESTRUCTION THAT WASTETH AT
NOON-DAY. A Thoufand [hall fall at thy
Side, and Ten Tkoufand at thy Right-Hand,
but it fhall not come nigh thee; and fo
on to the End of the Pfzlm. Infomuch that
the Godly are here reprefented as joyfid and
of good Chear in FJebovah their Shield, and
Almighty God of Covenant ;, of whom they
are aflured that, in his infinite Wifdom and
Goodnefs, he may eafily ether quite free
them from the moft zmminent Dangers, or at
- leaft dire@ bis Fudgments in fuch a manner
as they might not be prejudicial to them,
but rather tend to their Szlvation, anda bet-
#er Life hereafter. -

Truly this is the chief Caufe of their Re-
liance, even in thefe terrible Days of Pefli-
fence o they knowing in the jirft Place, that
fuch National Punifbments muft now and
then come down upon a bardened, and its
Crimes from Time to Time accumulating
World, wherein they, thro’ Faith, ufe to
glorify the Great God, and praife his righ-

- teous
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teous Judgments; as the Spirit of the Lord
addreffes himfelf to the GODLY in the fol-
lowing 8th Verfe ; Only with thine Eyes
fhalt thou bebold and [ee the Reward of the
Wicked. <. o iz
- Secondly, Are they no lefs affur’d of that
common and general Word of COMFORT gi-
ven to the Faithful in this troublefome
World ; which 1s in the firf# Place, Thaz a4ll
Things muft work together for Good to them
that love God, Rom. viil. ver. 21, and by
Confequence all fuch National Punifbments
which are to them but Fatberly Chaflifements
and then in the fecond Place, becaufe their
Heavenly Fatber and Faithful God will not
[uffer them to be tempted above that they are
able, but will with the Tempration alfo make
a Way to efcape,that they may be able to bear
7t. 1 Corinth, x. 13. which is altogether
very energetically exprefs’d in the following
gth, 1oth, s1th, and 12th Verfes of the
P[alm o Becaufe thou baft made the Lord
wbich is my Refuge, even the moff High thy
Habitation, there [hall no Evil befall thee,
neither [ball any Plague come nigh thy Dwel-
ling, for be fball give bis Angels Charge over
thee, to keep thee in all thy W?y.r, they fball
bear thee up in their Hands, left thou dafl
thy Foot againft a Stone.
- But then Thirdly and Laflly, is well the
chiefeft of all their Motives of this Godly
Chear,becaufe they have not the fame Reafon
to fear Temporal Death, as the Ungodly,for i 1'1: is
| that

&
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that dreadful Meffenger,this pale grifly Death,
which makes the Plague-Time rﬂf'riz.;a; but
now do we very well know that the Faithful
have no more caufe to dread it,and, by Confe~
quence neither Peffilence or any fort of Sick-
nefs whatever, for the Lord }ejm our Re-
deemer hath, by his Death and Refurrettion,
freed them from the Pangs of Death, imnfo-
.much that it is no more a Punifbment, but a
meer Fatherly Chaflifement to them, for He
bath taken away the Sting of Death and the
Vilory of the Grave ;' 1 Cor. xv. verfe 554
So that, if we do rightly confider it, Death
is not at all hurtful, but rather Advantage~
ous, and, inftead of Terrible, more joyful to
them, becaufe by it only they ftep over out
of this World of Tribulation into eternal
Joy, and out of the Miferies of this Life in-
to everlafting Glory, and it proves a moft
agreeable Reff to them, a Limit to all their
Sorrow, and a fure Path to Heaven, their
Habitation of Life ; then do they really, I
fay, Ref? from all their Labours, and their
Works do follow them : Nay, of this COM-
FORT of the GODLY an exprefs Teftimony
was given, and a Voice heard from Heaven
to fay, Write 5 let it be an everlafting Mo-
nument for the Faithful hereafter: Bleffed
are the Dead which die in the Lord from
benceforth y yea, [aith the Spirit, that the
may reft from thewr Labours, and their Wﬂfé
do follow them ; Revelat. xiv. verfe 13.
And what do you think now, Dearly Be-
| © s oved,
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loved, if a ferious Chriftian in the Plague-
Time, even in the moft furious Plague-
Time, be either by Day or by Night thus
converfing with himfelf, and taken up with
the like Godly Meditations, and moft de-
Lightful Contemplations of his approaching
Deliverance and immortal Blifs, how is it
poflible for him, I fay, to be any Ways in-
timidated, or to harbour the leaft Fear? No
fure, he cannot in the leaft? For the moff
Mighty ftands at his Side, the Lamb of God:
and Lion of the Tribe of Juda, bis Redeemer,
Jelus, STRENGTHENS bim ; nay, this Faitb-
ful Shepherd and Heavenly I?Jawd, as he ma-
ny Times wmade his Faithful lie down in
green Paftures, and led them befide the flill
Waters in their Life-Time, fo does he no lefs
- COMFORT and Conduéf them by the Al-
mighty Staff of his Aliftance through the
Valley of the Shadow of Death; Pfalm xxiii.
ﬁ?fg 2. — 4. So that they need jfear no E-
wil, and may, in the ﬁems/ Peflilence, be cou-
rageous and bold as a Lion, and go about
their feveral Callings, and Friendly Offices
which they owe at {uch Times to their fick
Relations and Neighbours, into the moft in-
fected Houfes without the leaft Concern ; for
the Holy Pfalmift {ays further, and coneludes
from the 13th Verfe to the End, that they
fhall be in no Danger even in the Midfi of
Dangers : Thou (balt tread wpon the Lion
and Adder ; the Toung Lion and the Dragon
ﬁaﬁ: thou }:mmfk under Feet : Becaufe be

C hath
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But whetherit fhall for this Time béfall us;
and be let.in upon this finful Kingdem and.
~ City, we-will not tell, tho’ there are feveral
ftrong Reafons to apprehend it, and Reafons.
_indeed both matural and fiupernatural.

The Natural ones are fummarily thefe, be-
caufe of this Infecting Diflemper having con-
tinued for feveral Years together in our Eu-
rope, and being gone round almoft all Paris
of it, except the North and South-Weft 5
whence it is very naturally to be feared that
it will {pread its I?}f}&im yet further about,
and reach at laft allo onr Borders, if a bearty
National Repentance, and an extraordinary
Mercifulnefs of Heaven does not prevent it.
 And befides that, many Obfervers of Naiure
and Times will have it that our laft wnac-
" countable Summer Sicknefs, whichi-has fo
fwiftly over-run thefe Nozih and South-Weft
Parts as yet untouch’d before, to be a Prepa-
ration for that terrible. Deflruélion, which
however, the Great God and Supreme Qver-
Ruler of Nature knows only. ,

Yet can we Secondly give many Superna-
tural, or Spiritual Reafons for it, and verily
as many as there are crying National Sins
in this Kingdom and Cizy; for they only
bring thefe National Fudgements down upon
us, as the Lord Himfelf hath declared in Le-
viticus Xxvl. 23. 26. If ye will not be re-
formed by ine by thele things, but will walk
contrary unto e, then will I ﬂ{ﬁ? walk con-
trary unto you, and will punifb you yer feven

2 Times
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Times for your Sinsy And I will bring a Sword
ﬁau you, that [hall avenge the Quarrel of my
Covenant, and when ye are gatbered together
within your Cities, I will fend the Peftilence
among you, and ye [ball be delivered into the
Hands of the Enemy. And again, Fzek. xiv,
13. 19. fays the fame Righteous God that,
when the Land finneth againft bim, by Tref-
paffing grievoufly, then will be flretch out bis
Hand upon it, and will fend a Peflilence into
that Land, and pour out bis Fury apon it in
Blood, to cut qﬂ'ﬁ‘inm it Men and Beaft.

And it cannot Be deny’d, that the very
Crime in particular which brought down the
Plague upon Ifrael, in the time of King David,
1s come to its full Ripenefs in this wealtby
City, I mean Pride and Luxury of all forts,
inﬂ::vmuch that it may juftly be faid of Leon-
don, as it was formerly of Sinful '?Ou-.r and
Zidon, That their Heart was lifted up, be-
caufe of their Riches and Beauty: For which
the Lord did not only humb}Ie them with
the Sword and Peflilence, but at laft utterly
deftroyed them as you read, Ezek. xxviii. but
God forbid that a Chriftian People thould
make no better ufe of thefe our prefent
. Warnings. ‘

But one thing affords yet a more difmal
and melancholly Thought amongft us, and
which, if England does not quickly repent of,
it is juftly to be dreaded will not only bring
in Peflilence, but even all the reff of the Di-
vine Judgements,I mean that wicked Spirir of

bl Contention,
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Conténtion, and Uncharitable Temper of Stvife
which, like a general Contagion, hath infe&-
ed, nay, I muft fay enifagcé the whole Nz.
tion to fuch a degree, that there is not a
County, nor City, not a Town, or Village, nay,
not a Parifb, or Houfe, and I with it might
not be faid, not a Church but is lamentably
divided, whereby the God of Peace is grie-
voufly Offended at 4/ times, and in every
Place of the Kingdom; and what can you
-exped at laft, but that, after having long
enough abufed His Forbearance, and lon
- Suffering, he will come the Severer, anﬁ
recompence the flownefs of bis Anger, with-
the beqvinefs of bis Fudgements.

O good Lord! and who can think of ¢his,
and confider our moft miferable Condition
without Tears ? If the forementioned Fudze-
ment thould be let in upon us at this very
time of Divifion, in what State fhould the
Inhabitants of this Iflznd be to prepare for
Death, or to appear before a Righteons
Fudgement Sear of God? When they, not-
withftanding all his Warnings, do atually

on with provoking bim outrageoufly ; or
gg- ou think the bare Name of a Chriftian,
and a Proteflant, will avail you any thing,
or be an Attonement for your Unchriftian
Bebaviour at that terrible Day2 On the con-
trary, it will aggravate your Guilt, and rife
in Judgement againft you, for having been
a moft blefed Pleople before all others about
you, both in Temporal and Spiritual Biﬁﬂ‘gg
: an
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and yet at the fame time, above all others;
the moft Hardned and Ungrateful ; will then
not the Lord Fefus fay to all fuch of you,
Not every one that ftiles himfelf a Chriftian,
or [ays unto me, Lord, Lord; [ball enter the
Kingdom of Heaven , but be that does the.
Will of my Father which is in-Heaven: And.
will be not, after all your boafting of the
Church, profefs umto you s Depart from me ye
that work Iniquity, Mar. vil. 21, 23. un=
lefs a true and timely Repentanceintervenes.

And laftly, befides all other Aggravations,
muft not we really think, that the meft bei-
nous Crime of Perjury alone is enough to
draw down all the moft trem:ndau.r}?udgg—i
ments upon us, {ince there is no National
Sin, againft which the Omnifcient and Righ-
teous God hath more declared . bimfelf 2 For
when once the King of Fudab, Zedekiab,
had broke his Qarh even to.a Heathen-Mo-
narch, Nebuchadnezzar, and then both his
Enemy and Congueror, the Lord God was yet
{o incenfed aganft him, that in his Righte-
ous Wrath he {wore: As I live, furely mine
Oath that be bath defpifed, and my Covenant
that be bath broken, even it will I recompence
upon bis own Head, as accordingly both the
King with his Royal Family, and the People,,
were moft feverely punifh’d, and led away
into Captivity, as you read 11 Rez. xxv. and
Ezek. xvil. And what do you think? If at
this Day, (which God in his infinite Mercy

prtv::m;)_
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prevent) a Proteflant Nation fhould {o far
forget itfelf, as openly to break off from its
Solemn Alliance with its Protefant Neigh-
bours, in order to joyn with the moft zvon’d
Enemp of borb, and that too, that they might
fall on and deftroy their own Bretbren of the
Houfebold of Faitz ¢ What do you think the
Lord on High would fay to it ? Or’ that be
would fit ftill, and not fend zen zimes more
- Plagues upon us, than all our Neighbours2
Surely we fhould the more deferve it, the
more Black and Enormeous the Crime would
be: And yet {uch Abominations are not only
thought, but even talked, nay, I with it was
never heard, even boafted of in this Nation,
and what need then have we to fetch any
more Arguments for a National Vifiration from
Heaven. Good Lord open (in thy Mercy)
the Eyes of a blinded People, or we muft at
laft be utterly loft. 4

For thefe and the like weighty Reafons
have I thought it my Duty in time to fore-
warn you, that you might not be quite un-
prepared, in cale thole Fudgements {hould
quickly befall us; and indeed if they do not,
then may we well {ay, that of all Narions
we have been dealt with moff mercifully,
Take, therefore, I befeech you, thefe things
to Heart, and always endeavour to be of the
Number of thofe that, in the Days of Terrour
need nothing to feary and for that End fol-
low Holine[s and Godlinefs : Truly humble
your {elves all before the Great God, and

every






