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ftate of Slavery, from thofe mercilefs men,
their ®wners and Drivers.  And let the

Reader be affured, that nothing fhall be

delivered, but what has been, or can be
fupported, by unqueftionable authority.

FIRST, Let us confider the manner, in
which Slaves are procured, on the Coalt
of Africa. Thefe poor creatures are

forced away from their own native country,

by the moft unjult and cruel means. Vil-
lages are fet at variance by the Traders,

and prifoners on both f{ides are purchafed

for Slaves. Kings are ftirred up to war, and
furnifhed with arms'to procure them for the
Traders. Soldiers are fent to villages b

night, to fet the houfes on fire, whilft the ._

poor inbabitants are afleep. The terrified
people efcaping from their houfes, are
feized by the furrounding foldiers, and
bound like criminals. Many are decoyed,
and others that are young, are ftolen from

- their parents. Thele are fome of the mf:an&

ufed to procure Slaves.

II. Let us confider their treatment after

they are brought on board the veflels, They

are immediately put in irons, and chained

two and two together, by the hands and
feet ; and they remain in this painful fitu-
ation, ‘till they arrive at the Wefl-Indies.

They are fo clefely ftowed together under _ﬂ

deck, that they can fcarce turn themfelves;

neuher X ;
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“deck, and made to jump (which the friends
of the trade call dancm g) with their chains
on, while a man ftands over them, with a
cat-of-nine-tails, to whip them to this exer=
cife'; ’till their flefh becomes raw, through
their chains and ftripes.

II1. Let us confider the barbarities they
undergo in their ftate of Slavery. Thole
that outlive thefe cruelties, and arrive at
the Iflands, are fold by public auttion, or
by lots; and then hufbands and wives, pa~ .
rents and children, brothers and fifters, re-
lations and fiiends, are feparated as fheep
and lambs by the Butcher. The buyers
confider them as a {et of beings, lower lhan
themfelves, whom they have a right to ufe
in what manner they pleale. Their general
treatment is very fevere ; even worle than
~ that of beafts: They are called into the
field to work, at the rifing of the fun, and
continue till fun-fet. After this, they are
obliged to range about, to pick grafs for
the cattle, during their own vacant hours,
and are frequently punifhed for not pro-
curing the quantity required, although it be
almoft impoflible. If they are nUt in the
field p un&ua at the flated times, they are
fevf:mlv cc:-rreﬂ{:d and as they perfc}_rm their
work in rows, if the weak do not keep up
with the hmng, they are {o cruelly whipped,
that many are hurried into the grave. Some

or women with child, have been obliged
to work till within a few hours of their de-

livery .- 8§
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livery ; and have received thirty-nine lafhes,

while in that ftate. Hard work and cruel
ufage have caufed many to milcarry, and
one woman was delivered on the very fpot.
As to their food, General Totienham fays,
that at Barbadoes, where they have the beft
allowance, each Slave had no more than a
pint of grain for twenty-four hours, and
fometimes half a ftinking herring. This

provifion being fo fcanty, they have been
known to eat the putrifying carcafles of

animals. to fupport their lives. As to their
cloathing, habitation and furniture, in thefe
things they are miferably deficient. Their
bodies are almoft naked, and moft of them
lie upon the ground, or on boards. From
the above-mentioned {everities, praétifed
upon thefe poor fuffcrers, let us g0 on to
confider the grievous tortures to which they
are frequently obliged to fubmit. QOnpe
punithment is that of whipping. The cow-
fkin whip is fo dreadful an infirument in
the hands of the drivers, that by means of
it, they can cut the {kin off a horfe’s back ;
and every blow laid upon.a poor Slave,
takes away a piece of his flefh, infomuchi’
that you may lay your whole finger in the

wounds. Some of their whips are fuch ag

our Carters ufe. Sometimes thefe poor
creatures are tied up by the bands, and

~ lifted off the ground, with half a hundred
weight fixed to their feet; and in this
~ fituation they are flogged with the Cow-fkin

Whip r-;
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upon them after flogging. Thefe cruelties
are inflicted for the moft trifling offences,
through the rage or wantonnefs of the
Owner or Driver; and there have been in-
ftances of thofe who for greater crimes, have
been gibbetted alive or burnt to death. *
Some more dreadful atts of cruelty ac-
knowledged before the Committee of the
Houle o% Commons, have been concealed,
as too fhocking to relate. When thefe

poor abufed Slaves are worne out, or be-

come incapable of working, they are turned
off, and generally left to perith by hunger
and pain. Thefe miferable Creatures have
no redrefs : they are mangled and mur-
dered at pleafure, and fcarcely ever any
account is taken of fuch barbarities. But
does not the Moft High regard ? Will not
the Judge of all the earth do right? Shall
I not vifit for thefe things, {aith the Lord ?
O yes! The Lord is at hand; the Judge
is at the door! The avenger of blood is
near ! : -

“ If God, the righteous, whom he loves,
For trial does corrett ; :
What

* A Writer tells us of a Madagafcar Slave on
an eftate in the Dutch fettlement, at the Cape,
who was {entenced to be roafted alive, He was
chained to a pofl, and a large fire was kindled

round him. In his agony, he ran round and

round the poft, but without complaint or groan :
till at length, being almoft roalted, he dropped
down, crying out, ¢ O God, my Father!” and {o
en after expired, ;












