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. 1 - CRF calh ol
P‘.':"u my Worthy and Learned Friend, Dr; Walter Pope, Late Prodewr of

the Uniwaofity of Oxford. | |
§ 1R, - | 5 et |
Know not what pleafure you could take in beflowing your Commiands fo
unprofitably, unlefs it be that for which Nature fometimes cherifhes
and allows Monfters, The Love of Varicty. This only delight you
will receive by turning over this rude and unpolith’d Copy, and compa-
ring it with my excellent Pacterns, the Greek and Lazin. By this you
will fce how much a noble Subje&t is changed and disfigured by an ill .
Hand, and what reafon 4lexander had to forbid his Pitture to be drawn
but by fome celebrated Pencil. In Greek Thucydides fo well and fo lively
exprefles it, that [ know not which is more 2 Poem, his defcription, or
that of Lucretius, Tho® it muft be faid, that the Hifforian had a vaft
advantage over the Poet ; He having been prefent on the place, and af-
- faulted by the difeafe himfelt, had the Horrour familiar to his Eyes, and
all the (hapes of the miféry ftill remaining on his mind, which muftneeds
make a great Imprcffion on his Pen and Fancy. Whereas the Poer was
forced to allow his foot-fteps, and only work on that matter he allow’d
' him. This I fpeak, becaufe it may in fome meafare too excufe my own
~ defe@s: Forbeing fo far removed from the place whereon the Difeafe a&-
" ed his Tragedy ; and time haying denied us many of the Circumftances,
‘Cuftoms ot the Country, andother{mall things which would be of great
| ufe to any one who did intend to be perfeét on the Subje& ; befides, on-
ly writing by an Idea of that which I never yet faw, norcareto feel, (be-
ing not of the humour of the Painter in Sir Philip Sidney, who thruft
himfelf into the midit of a Fight, that he might the better delieneate
it.) Having, I fay, all thefe Difadvantages, andmany more, for which I
muaft only blame my felf, it cannot be exppeéted thatl fhould come near
~ cqualling him, in whom noneof the contrary Advantages were wanting.
. Thus then, Sir, by emboldecning me to this ralh Actempr, you have gi-
' ven opportunity to the Greek and Latin to triumph over cur Mother-
g1 nour o or Langua-
ges engaged in the Comparifon, but that the inequality ﬂ:l.aul'. each no
farther than the Aathors.! But [ have much reafonto fear the juft In-
dignation of that excellent Perfon, (' the prefent Ornament and Honotir of
our Nation ( whofe way of writing I imitate : For he may think himfclf
as much injured by my following him, as were the Heavensby that bold
Man’s counterfciting the facred an umimitable noife of Thunder by the
~ found of Brafs and Horfes Hoofs, [ fhallonly fay for my felf that Ttook
Ciceroe’'s Advice, who bids us in imitation, propofe the nobleft pattern
to our Thoughts 5 for fo we may be fure to be raifed above the common le-
vel, though we come infinitely fhort of what we aimat. Yet I hope
that renowned Poet will have none of my Crimes any way refle on him-
felf; for it was not any fault in the excellent Mufician, that the weak
Bird, endeavouring by fraining its Throat, to follow his Notes, deftroy’d
her £If in the Actempr. Well, Sir, by this, that I have chofen rather to
expofe my felf than to be difobedient, you may guefs with what zeal and
hazard [ ftrive to approve my {elf. e £

N\  SIR, Yar moft humble and Affeitionate S&vﬂnr,_ - THO. m

Tongue. Yet 1 would not have theb'f-'iqnuuf”offh‘c Countrie:
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| As it is excellently Tranflated by Mr. Hotls.

k

| I N the wery beginning of Suminer, the Peloponnefians, 4nd their Confe-

derates, with two thirds of their Forces, as before invaded Attica, |

under the Condus o f Archidamus, zhe Sox of Zieuxidamas, King of La-
cedemon, and after they had encamped themfelves, wafled the Country
about them. _ _ .
« Ty had not beem many days in Actica, when the Plague firft began a-
mong zhe Athenians, faid allo to have feized formerly on divers other
- parts, as about Lemuoos, and ellewhere; but o great a Plague, and Mar~
tality of Men was never remembred to have Rapned in any place befores

For as firft, neither were the Phyficians able to cyre ity through igne- -

- rance of what it was, but died fafteff themfelves, as being the Men that

mof approached the Sick ; nor any other Ayt of Man availed whatfoever.

- Al Supplications to the Gods and enquiries of Oracles. and whatfoevar
- 0ther means they nfed of that kind proved all unprofizable | infoinuch a3

[ebdued with the grea tuefs of the evil, they gave them ail over, It be-
&an (by report ) firf}, in thar pare of Mchiopia that liech upon Haypr,
~ and thence fell down-into Bgypr and Africk, and inte the greateft pars

zouched firft upon thofe that dwelt in Pyreus, infomuch as they reporred,
that the Peloponnc@ians bad caff Poifon into theinWells 5 :ﬁyﬂss'g;ngr
there werenor any in that place, ~ Bur afterwards it came up irito th

 cian or ather, concerning the ground

hl|

of this Sicknefs, whence it [prung,

Coraing to his 0wn knowledge ; for my own part, I will deliver but the
manner of it, and lay open only fuch things, asone may take bis Mark by,
2o difcover the fame if it come again, bavlng been both fick of ir my JiIf,
S and feen others fick of the fame. This Tear by confeffion of all Men was

of all ozher, for other Difeafes moft free and healthful.  If anyMan were

apparent caufe preceding, and being in perfeit heslth. they were taken
Frf with an extream ache in their Heads, redusfs and iaflamation of
the Eyes; and then inwardly their Throats and Tongues girew pre-
Jently bloody, and their breath noiforn and unfavoury. Upon this followed
& [neezing and boarfenefs, and not long after, the pain, togerher with g
Mighty Cough, came down inzorhe Breaff. Aiudwhen once it was fetled
8 the Stomach, it caufed Pomir, and with greas Torment came up all

BRI

of the Territories of the King., Irinvaded Athens on a fudden, and

o e !
f
ey |
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 €ity. and zhen they died a greatdeal faffer. Now lot every Man, Phyfi~

and what anfes bethinks able 1o produce [o great an alteration, fpeak ac-

fick before, his Difeafe turned to this s if nor, yes fuddenly, withour any
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‘Nor is this all, we do not only breed
, Wi thin our felves the faral Seed
Of change and of decreafe in ev’ry part, -
Head, Belly, Stomach, and root of Life the Hearr,
Not only have our Autumn when we muft
Of our own Nature turn to Dulft,
When Leaves and Fruit muft fall,
|~ Butare expos’d to mighty Tempefls too,
Which do at once what they would lowly do,
| Which throw down Fruit and Tree of Life withal,
From ruin we in vain
Our Bodies by repair maintainy
Bodies compos’d of Stuff,
Mouldring and frail enough s
Yet from without as Well we fear
A dangerous and deftruétive War.
Trom Heaven from Earth, from Sea, from Air.
We like the Roman Empire fhould decay,
And our own Force would melt away
By the inteffine Jar
Of Elephants, which on each other prey,
The Ceefars and the Pompeys which within we bear »
| Yetare ( like that ) in danger too
Of foreign Armics, and external Foe,
- Sometimes the Gorhifh and the barbarous rage ._
Of Plague or Peftilence atrends Man’s Agew # 10 e )
oo Which neither Fora#'nor Arts Aflwage 5 q
' Which cannot be avoided or withftood,
. But drowns and over-runs with unexpected Flood.
) - 111 1 -.
On Ethiopia, andthe Southern Sands, |
The unfrequented Coafts, and parched Lands, ' l

Whither the Sun too kind a heat doth fend, ]
{ The Sun, which the worft Neighbour is,and the beft Friend 8
Hither a mortal influence came, = o4

A fazal and unhappy Flame,
Kindled by Heavens angry Beam.

A4 _' Whj
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They faw the City open lay, R
An eafie and a bootlefs prey;
They faw the Rampires empty ftand,
- TheFleet, the Walls,the Forts unmann’d
No need of cruelty or Slaughters now,
The Plague had finifh’d what they came to do :
They might now unrefifted enter there,
Did they not the very Air,
More than th* Athenians fear. :
. The Air it (elf to them was Wall and Bulwarks too.
| VIL
- Uahappy Athens ! it is true thou wert
. The proudeft work of Nature and of Art:
| Learning and ftregth did thee compofe,
As Soul and Body us
- But yet thouonly thence art made
A noble nobler Prey for Fates t* invade.
. Thofe mighty numbers that within the breath,
- Do only ferve to make a fatter feaft for Death.
. Death inthe moft frequented places lives,
Moft tribute from the Crowd receives ;
~ And though itbears a figh, and feems to own

:

A ruftick Life alonr:,;

It loves no Wildernefs, | o
L NofwrdVilge, L
Lascnny g Ny
% The Throng, the Tumult, and the Town; - =
. VVhat ftrange unheard of Conqueror 1 this, ¢
. Which by the Forcesthat refift it doth increafe ! b o

When other Conquerors are -
Oblig’d to make a flower War,
Nay fometimes for themfelves may fear,
And muft proceed wirth watchful care,
When thicker Troops of Enemies appear;
This {tronger ftill, and more fuccefstul grows,
Down fooner all before it throws,
If greater multitades of Men do it oppofe.
: | VI
Tle Tyrant firft the H aven did fubdue,
.- Laely the Athenians (it knew ) Them-
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Themfelves by wooden Walls dic)l fave,
And therefore firft to them the InfeStion gave,
" Left they new fuccour thence receive,
Cruel Pyraus ! now thou haft undone,
The Honour thou before hadft won :
Not all thy Merchandize. |
Thy Wealth thy T'reafuries, .-
‘Which from all Coalts thy Fleet fupplies,
¢ Can to attone this Crime fuffice.
Next o'er the upper Town it fpread,
With mad and undifcerned fpeed ,
In every corner, every ftreet,
Without a guide did fet 1ts feet,

And too familiar every houfe did greet,
Unhappy Greece of Greece ! great Thefeus now
Did thee a mortal injury do,

: When firft in Walls be did thee clofe,
When firlt he did thyCirim reduce,
Houfes, and Government, and Laws to ufe,
It had been better if thy People flill
Difperfed in fome Field or Hill,
Though falvage and undifciplin’d did dwell,
Though barbarous untame and rude,
Than by their Numbers thus to be fubdu’d ;
To be by their own {warms annoy’d,

And to'be civiliz'd only to be deftroy’d. ™ 1

_ X
Minerwa ftarted when fhe heard the noife,
~  And dying Mens confufed voice.
From Heavea in hafte the came to fee
. What was the mighty prodige
Upon the Caftle Pinacles fhe fate,
And dar’d not nearer flie,
Nor midft fo many deaths to truft her very Deity.
With pitying look fhe faw at every gate
Death and Deftruction wair; -
She wrung her hands and call’d on Fove,
And all the immortal Powers above ,
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The Plague departed as the Devil doth,
; When driven by Prayers away he goeth,
If Prayers and Heaven do him controul,
And 1if 1t cannot have the Soul,
Himfelf out of the roof or window throws,
And will not all hislabour lofe,
But takes away with him part of the Houf -
So here the vanquifh'd evil took from ther .
- 'Who conquer'd it,fome part, fome Limb;
Some loft the ufe uf,Hands or Eyes,
Some Arms, fome Legs, fome Thighs,
Some all their lives before forgor,
Their minds were but one darler blot;
Thofe various Pictures in the Head,
And all the numerous {hapes were fled ;-
And now the ranfack’d memory
Languifl’d in naked poverty, |
Had loft its mighty treafifry ; ‘
Khey pafs’d the Lerbe L-a!;? %}_thuugﬁthe}' did not die,
' NG :
Whatever lefler Maladies Men had,
T'hey all gave place and vanifhed $
| Thofe p etty Tyrants Hed,
‘And at this mighty Conqueror thrunk their head,
- - Fevers, Agues, Palfies, Stone, :
- Gour, Cholick and Confumption,
¥ " "And all the milder Generation,
By which Mankind is by degrees undone,
Quickly were rooted out and gone;
Men faw themfelves freed from the pain,
Rejoyc'd, but all, alas, in vain,
“I'was an uchappy Remedy,
Which curd ’em that they ;ight both worfe and fooner die,
V.
Phyficians now could nuﬁ'p%evail,
They the firft fpoils to the proud Viéor fall,

Nor would the Plague their knowledge truft,
But fear’d their skill, and therefore flew them firft;

So









~~~~~~ : t - :
+ - The heap was calm an(d mz e)ﬂ'-a't: before, &)
Such as the Finger could indure g rod »
& But when the moiftures j¢ provoke,
Did rage, did fivell, did {moke, .
Did move and flame, and burn, and rait to afhes broke,
XVII, &
. So ftrong the heat, fo firong the torments Were,
They like fome mighty. burchen bear
The lightedt covering of Air,
All Sexes and all Ages do invade

The bounds which Narure laid,

| The Laws of modefty which Nature made,
The Virgins bluth nor, yet uncioath’d appear,

Undrefs'd do run abour yet never fear,
The Pain and the Difeafe didnow N
Uawillingly reduce men to
That nakednefs once more, |
Which perfect Health and Innocénce caus’d before,
: No fleep, no peace, no reit, 32
Their wandring and affrighted minds poflefs'd ; |
+ Upon their Souls and Eyes,
Hell and erernal horror lies,s
Unufual Shapesand Images,
Dark Piétures and Refemblances
Of things to come, and of the World below,
O'er their diftemper’d fancies go : -
Sometimes they curfe, fometimes they pray unto
The Gods above, the Gods beneath;
Somerimes they cruelties, and fury breath,
Not fleep, but waking now was fifter unro death,
. XVIIL,
Scatter’d in Fields the Bodies lay, -
The Earth call'd to the Fowls to rake their fle
In vain fhecall’d, they came nor nigh
“Nor would their Food with theit own R uine buy
But at full meals they hunger, pine and die, -
The Vulrures afar off did {ee the Fealt,
Rejoyc'd, and call’d rheir Friends to tafte,
They rallied up their Troops in hafte ;
Along came mighry droves,
Forfook their young ones, and their groves;
Each one his native Mountain and his Neft ;
They come, but all their Carcafles abhor,
And Bow avoid the dead Men more
Than weaker Birds did living Men before,
Buc if fome bolder Fowls the Ae(h aflay,
; They were deftroy’d by their own prey,
The Dog no longer bark’d ac coming Gueft,
Bepents its being a domettick Beaft, g,

th away.
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The very Owle at dthens ave
k But feldom feen and rare;
E

AT

The, Owls depart in open day,
' Rather than ‘infected Ivy more to ftay.
i b.45.€
\ Mountains of Bones and Carcafles,
| The Streets the Market- place poflefs;
| Threatning to raife a new deropolis.
Here lies a Mother and her Child,
| The Infant fuck’d as yet and {mil’d,
i Buc fireight by its own food was kill'ds
There Parents hogg'd their Children laft,
Here parting Lovers laft embrac'd,
But yet not parting ncither,
They both expir'd and went away cogether. .
Here Prifoners in the Dungeon die,
And gain a two-fold Liberty,
They meet and thank their pains
: Which them from double chains
4 Of Body and of Iron free,
' Here others poyfon’d by the {cent
Which from corrupted Badies went,
Quickly return the death they did receive,
And death to others give;
Themf{elves now dead the Air pollute the more,
For which they others curs’d before,
Their Bodies kill all that come near,
And even after Death they all are Murtherers bere.
XX.
.'The Fr:encl doth hear his Friends laft Cries.
Parteth his grief for him, and dies,
Lives not enough to clofe his Eyes,
The Father at his death
Speaks his Son Heir with an infeious Breath ;
In the fante Hour the Son doth take
His Father's Will, and hisown make,
The Servant need not here be flain,
To ferve his Mafter in the other World again;
They languithing together lie,
Their Soulsaway together fly ;
The Husband gafpeth and his Wife lies by,
It muft be her turn next to die,
The Husband and the Wife,
. Tco truly now are one,and live one Hﬁ:,
That Couple which the Gods did entertain,
Had made their Prayer here in vdin;
No Fates in Death could then divide,

T

They muft without their [Privilege together both l:tawdy‘&.

e i et |
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XXI.
'I‘hcre wasno number now of death,
The Sifters fcarce flood ftill themfelves tobreath ¢
The Siftersnow quite wearied .
In cutting fingle Thread,
Began at once to part rhoIe Loems,
One ftroke did give whole Houfes dooms ;
Now dy’d the frofty hairs,
The aged and decripid years,
They fell and only begg 'dof Fate,
Some few Months more, but ‘twas aih:tnu Iate, .
Then Deathas if atham’d of that
A Conqueft fo degenerate,
Cut off the young and luﬂ]r 100 ; :
The young were reckoning o’er :
What happj days, what Juys they hadin ftore ;
But Fate €’er they had finith’d their Account, them {lew
The wretched Ufurer died,
And had no time to tell wherg he his Trcafur:s.h:d_ :
The Merchant did behold
His Ships return with Spice and Gold ;
He faw’t and tarn’dafide his head
Nor thank’d the Gods, but fell amidft his R:ches dead.
XXII.
The Meetings and Affemblies ceafe, no more
The People throng about the Orartor,
No courfe of Juftice did appear,
No noife of Lawyers fill'd the Ear, -
The Senate caft away
The Robe of Honour, and obey
Deaths more refiltlefs fway,
~ Whilft that with DiGratorian power
Doth all the grear and leffer Officers devour.
No Magiltrares did walk about ;
No Purple aw’d the Rout,
The Commos People too. ;
A Purple of their own did (hew. ;.
And all their Bodies o’er
The ruling Colours bore;
No Judge, no Legiflatours fic.
Since this new Draco came,
And harfher Lawsdid frame, «
Laws that like his in Blood are wgit,
The Benches and the pleading-place they iﬂ'ﬁ.
About the Streets they run and rave:
~ The madnefs which great Solox did of latg
: But counterfeit,

Fog, the Advantige of the Stige;. 7 91 :
Wow his Sugceffors do too. traly imitate, B3 W-mﬁ









(22)
Go, and root out all Mankind there, ' . | ¢ . L
¥hat when the Exropian Armics fhall nppur ) Swiy 2
Their Sin may be the lefs, woT < od
They may find all 2 Wildernefs,
And without hiuod the gold and ﬁlurithﬁ!e pOﬁﬁ'n .
XXVI, - erarsl
Nor is this all which we thee grant; 34 [gibgey
Rather than thou fhouldft full employment wane;,
We do permit in Greece thyKingdom plant.
" Ranfack Lycurgus Streets throughout,
They’ve no defence of Walls to keep thee out.
Qn wanton and proud Coriuth feize,
Nor let her double waves thy flames appeafe.
Let Cyprus feel more fires than thofe of Love:
Let Delos which at firft did give the Sun,
See unkoown flames in her begun,
‘Wow let her wilh fhe might unconftant move,
And from her place might truly prt;we o\
Let Lemnos all thy anger feel,
“ " And think that 2 new Pulcan '&‘H,
~ And breught with himnew Anvils, and new Heil.
' Nay, at Athens too we give thee up,
All that thou find'ft in Ficld, or Gamp, or Shop,
Make havock there without controul .
Of every ignorant and commbon Soul. | 1w T |
But then, kind Plague, thy Conqueits flop ; ; |
Let Arts, and let :he Learned there efcape,
Upon Minerva’s felf commit no Rape;
Touch not the facred throng,
And let Apoilo’s Priefts be (like him ) young,

Let him be healthzul tvo, -and Rrong, b oaly i !, :
But ab ! tco ravenous Plague, whilit I 1
Strive to keep off the milery, - g

The Learned too as faft as othefs roundme die ; WERIE L.
They from Corruprion arénot free,
Are mortal though chey give an immnrﬁa]it}!,
XXVIL.
They turn’d their Authors o’¢r to try
What help, what Cure, what'remedy t vad)
All Nature’s &nreiaga:nﬂ thisPlague fupply, - i jo o
And though befids they (hun’dit everywhere, 1 0
They féarch’d it in the:r Rooks, and fain’ would meet uthﬂh@
They turn’d the Records of thé ancieattimes; - 1 |
And chiefly thofe that were made famous by theiy ﬂiﬁﬁnﬂig -
To find if Men were punith’d {o befare, 1 |
Buc found not the difeaft nor cuse. mal 2




Nature, alas ! was now I‘urpnz
And all her Forcesfeiz'd,
Before fhe was how to refift advis'd :

So when the Elephants did firfk affright
The Romans with unufual fighe,
They many Batrels lofe,

Before they knew their Foes,

Before they underftood fuch dreadful Troops ¢ oppo{'e.
XXVIIIL. |

Now ev’ry different Set agrees
ainft their common adverfary the difeafe,
And all theiz little wranglings ceale ;
The Pythagoreans from their Precepts {werve,
No more their filence they obferve,
Out of their Schools they run,
Lamenr, and cry, and groan;
They now defir'd their Metempfychofis ;
Not only to difpute, but wifh
That they might turn to beafts, or Fowls, orFilh.
If the Platonicks had been here,
They would have curs’d their Mafters year,
When all things (hall be as they were,
When they again rhe fame Difeafe fhould bear:
And all the Philofophers would now,
What the great Szagyrize fhallde,
Themfelves into the waters headlong throw.
XXIX, :
The Stoick felt the deadly firoke, '
At fir@affaule cheir Courage was not broke,
They call’d toall the Cobweb aid,
Of Rules and Precepts which in fore they had 3
They bid their Hearts ftand out,
Bid them be calm and fiou,
Bat all the ﬁrength of Precepts will not dn*r
They cann’t the ftorms of Paffions now affuage,
- As common Men are angry, grieveand rage
The Gods are call'd upon in vain,
The Gods gave no releafe unto their pain,
The Gods to fear even for themf{elves.began.
For now the fick unto the Temples came,
And brought more than an holy flame;
There at the Altars made their Prayer,
They facrific’d and died there,
A Sacrifice not feen before ; :
That Heaven, only us'd unto the gore
Of Lambs or Bulls flrould now )
Loaded with Priefts feec its own Altars too, AXX:







