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The prefent ftate of the Middlefex-
Hofpital, the funds of which are fmall
when compared with fome others, its want
of immediate patronage, and having, at
this time, feveral wards unoccupied, were
the circumftances which occafioned the
prefent application.

To profeflional men it becomes me to
write with diffidence; and any amend-
ment of the plan, I fhall prefently men-
tion, will be received with pleafure.

I take the liberty to obferve, that two
principal objects prefent themfelves to my
mind on this occafion; namely, the re-
lief of perfons fuffering under this difeafe,
and the inveftigation of a complaint,
which, although extremely common, is,
both with regard to its natural hiftory and
cure, but imperfectly known,

For
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and, as fome patients would go off as others
came in, within the fpace of a year, there
may, probably, be about forty in-patients
relieved in fucceffion.

The worft and moft deplorable cafes of
cancer may be divided into two clafles ;
in the one clafs, the fymptoms proceed to
their final termination rapidly ; in the
other, flowly.

The firft of thefe claffes, as it will con-
tain the more diftrefling and fpeedily-
deftructive cafes, will comprehend the
moft proper objets for admiffion as in-
patdents; among thefe will be reckoned
fcirrhous and cancerous tumours, pro-
ceeding with fuch quicknefs in their pro-
grefs, that they readily admit of a remo-
val at an early, but not ata diftant, pe-
riod; and alfo fpreading ulcerated can-

cers,
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them, have been juftly admired by prac-
titioners of every country. Vide the Pre-
Jace to Dr. Sydenbam’s Obfervaticns on the
Hiflory and Cure of acute Difeafes.

The natural hiftory of cancers, although

a common difeafe, in the enlarged com-
prehenfive fenfe in which this great man
underftood the natural hiftory of difeafes,
15 but little known; I would, therefore,
in order to improve a fubjet, on whicha
fuccefsful practice greatly depends, pro-
pofe, that a faithful account of the hiftory
and circumftarces of every cafe be kept,
its antecedents and confequences thould be
marked, the effets of medicine and of
operations, when neceflary, noted, toge-
ther with all the collateral helps to be
gained by an inquiry into conftitutional
habits and difeafes not ftriétly cancerous,
but probably conneéted with it. This
examination may be made by a medical
gentleman
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gentleman of the hofpital, with the patient
before him; his notes to be corrected by
himfelf, and kept as a record of the hif-
tory and circumftances of each cafe, to
be recurred to, as an authority, by any in-
telligent or fcientific perfon. A copy of
thefe notes may be kept, fairly written,
for general infpection; and, if any thing
extraordinary or worthy of more particular
notice arife from thefe fources, let the

circumftances be publifhed to the world at
large.

By an inftitution, comprehending the
two objects now pointed out, I have a
hope not only that the difeafed, but that
practitioners in general, may be benefited ;
that much ufeful knowledge may be diffe-
minated, and ‘that we may, in no great
length of time, be furnithed with docu-
ments, on the difeafe and cure, much more
authentic than any we are at this time in

pofieilion
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poffeflion of. It is a very important {fub-
ject of inquiry, equally interefting to the
rich and independent part of mankind as
to the poor; and, if fuch an inftitution be
fairly fet on foot, it cannot fail of produ-
cing beneficial confequences to all def-
criptions of perfons labouring under this
dreadful malady.

Having now, gentlemen, fubmitted,
to your confideration, ideas, which have
arifen in the way above-mentioned, I leave
their completion with you, to be amended
by fuchi farther additions as may arife from
the ation of minds embarked in the fame
caufe, that of ufeful {cience,

I will only add, (and I repeat their
names with reverence,) that a better in-
ftruétor, in all philofophy, 1s not to be
found than Lord Bacon; and that, af-
ter the lapfe of more than a century, re-

gard
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Middlefex-Hofpital, Fan. 7, 1792.

The REPORT of the Committee of
Economy, upon a Reference made
to them by a Special General Court
of Governors of the faid Hofpital,
on the 14th Day of December
laft, for preparing a Mode for car-
rying into Execution the Propofal
and Plan, communicated by Mr.
John Howard, for the Relief of
Perfons afflicted with Cancer.

Mr. Howard attended, and informed
this committee, that the donor propofed
to place fo much money in the 3 per cent.
confols. in the names of William Drake,
junior, Efg. Thomas Edwards Freeman,
Efq. John Hale, Efg. and Mr. John
Howard, of Argyll-ftreet, as truftees, as

fhould furnith an annual income of 1204
and
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and alfo, that he would pay the expence of
fitting up and furnithing the ward for the
reception of ten or twelve patients; afflic-
ted with cancer.

This committee, after meeting feveral
times to confider of and prepare a mode
of carrying the above plan into execution,
referred to the committee of economy by
the Special Court of December 14, 1791,
has come to the following Refolutions,
to be reported to the next Special General
Court, to be held on the 1gth inftant,

I. 'That a ward, capable of holding ten
or twelve beds, fhall be completely fitted
up and furnifhed.

II. That, whenthe ward is completely
fitted up and furnifhed, patients fhall be
admitted ; and that at leaft fix, if fo many
fhould offer, fhall there be conftantly
maintained,

B 1L,
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1II. That patients afficted with cancers
thall be admitted in the fame manner as
other patients of the hofpital.

IV. That patients; labouring undet ca-
les of cancer requiring operation ; {pread-
ing ulcerated cancers; and cancers re-
turning after operation ; fhall remain an
unlimited time, until relieved by art or
releafed by death, unlefs it fhould be ne-

ceffary to difcharge them for ill beha-
viour,

V. Out-patients, afflited with caneer;
to be relieved with advice and medicine.

VI. That all benefattions of twenty
pounds and upwards, given for this ex-
prefs purpofe; fhall be funded ; and that
all fums of lefs amount fhall be applied to-
wards immediately extending this inftitu~

ton ;

























































