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Flodeft DOblerbations
The Preiém:o Ef;traordinary

lFROST

| CONTAINING
I A Brief Defeription thereof, and its Natural Celeftial
Canfes inquired into.

L An, Account of the moft Eminent Frofs that have hap-
pen’d for many Hundred years paft, and what followed
thercupon.

LIL. Philofophical Prefages of what may be feared now to en-
{ue, viz. Scarcity of Corn and Viuals, General Sickne(Tes
and Peitilences m-the next , or within fome very few Suc.
‘ceeding years; with Cautionary Preventions.

IV. The Cries of the Poor; and aneafy Way Propofed how there
may. be Twenty Thoufand Pounds a Week, at leaft, raifed
for their Relief, about LONDON. and all Wanting Peopl
b el ! JLV, al d g I'eople

entitully Provided for, During thisand the like hara Sea.
fons, yet no Manbe a Penny the worle in his Eftate.
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He prefent Wonderful Froff, which isthe General Theme of

Difcourfe, and under the fad Effe(ts whereof fo many: .
Thoufands of Poor Creatures Shiver and Pine, and Lan- 5.4/
guifhs Began about the mid{t of December 1683. at ﬁrl'::",-} ng
by mean and ordinary Degrees, but towards Chriftmas became very
gharp; The firft Week of Fanuary the River of Thames was fo Frozen,
that Pcopicbﬁ:;;;?r. ro Walk over 4 On ﬂa‘rﬂ?zilr-?)' Fanunary the 7th, on the

the Muon in Aquary, there were Expectations, and fome
Likelyhood;ol 2 [haw 3 bat prefently ~frer it Frezemore violently ,
and on-the 1oth and 11ch in the morning, @ Cosch Plyed between the
Temple and the Old Barge-houfe; yet towards Night the 11th (theddesz
having been in Oppofition to Fupicer) it Thaw'd a little; and the
15 and 13th was fine Gentle Weather, yet not much Thawing; the Wind
continuing fill at North-Eaft 5 On the 15th it Froze gain briskly 5 till
the 19th; when a great Snow fell; the 18th high,moft fharp, and peiicing
Winds, and -on the 2gd the Air was more fevercly Pesrcing than €Ver; and
more Srow fell 5 And being the firftday of the Term, CoachesPly’d:atine
TCﬂ"lpl';"SE?ﬁ!'{‘Sﬁm{:lEf‘:l"ﬁ'iti the Lawyers to Weftminster on the Tets and
thence forwards the fme Continued , _and whole Streets of Shedds e
yery where burlt on the Thames, Thovfands Paffing (Buymne, Selling, Dirin-
king, and Revelng 5 ¢ Iwifh I could ot {ay onthe Lords Day to0; )
and. moft forts of Trades-Shops on the-Ice, ( and amongft the reiza
Printing-honft there Erected ) Bulls Baited, and Thoufands of Spelta-
tors 3 all which ftill continues at the ‘Writing hereof, being Famuary the
agth, 1681

Nay. below “the Bridge, hundyedsd
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gify palsy  The River Heawber
here tisTeveral Ailes broad, isFroZen C-
ver, and Valt Flakes of Iceiare feen Flozting in the Dewnes, of Diverfe
Miles in Length, and proportionable Breddth.
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As for Caleftial Canfes of this unufual Colduefs, though undoubted-
ly:they were not wanting ( For God generally Governs Jiferiors by Sa=
periors ) yet I find not that any of our Cowrsmon Pretenders had the leaft Ap-
prehenfion, or gave any Fints thereof, Not that I wholly Explode Afro-
logy; 1 believe there is fomething init, and that it may not be unfit for
a Wil and Modeft Man to Study : but onr Annwal Prognofticators are
generally Men of little Learning, and lefs Prtlofophy, and ( what is worfe)
many times very irregilar in their Lives; The God of Purity, who
Commutiicates his. Secrets to thofe that fear him , llumipates not Dea
bauchees , Sordid Flatterers, and Limtferverss ¢ whofe wholc end-is to
“make a Noife, and Cheat People of their money,) with the know ledge of
Supernal Myfteries; Nor can it be ¢xpected, That thofe who neither
Know things paft , by History 5 nor take Notice of things Prefint , by
any fteady Judicious Obfervatisy » fhould vet forefee thirgs to come,
Whether from any of the Late Tripple Conjunctions of the two Supe-
xior Plapets, Satnrn and Fupiter, or f]

ttom fome of the ldre unufually fre-
uent Comets, particulary the laft in Awruft 1683: whichin 20 days with
s | )

a Rapid motion, making ite appedarancee in Lesy hyrried through all the
Signs Firge, and Libra, and difappear’d in Scorpio, A Sagacious Artifp
might not have given fome Jrems of this Strange Weither , 1 will not De.
termine: Buotif Comets be only ("according to Arifiorles Notion, which
1 queftion) bet and dry Exhdlations drawn up from the Eairth » it wonld:
not bedifficulr to Judge that Severe Colds fhonld e tuc here below: Fop:
Extreams in Nature, if they are not Canfes, are at Je19 Fore. Rupners of
their Contraries:  Nor have there wanted Grand Confignrations ot the Sys
rior Bodies During the time of this violent Froff, As a Trine of the
Yanand Fupiter , an Oppofition of Satyrn and Mays, But leaving the Dif
difitionof thefe to the Cursons, havi 18 not Room to Infarge here, upon
them ; I haftento [atisfy the Common Resder with an Aifforical Review
of former Occurrences ofthis kind ; which may check that Valgar Cry
of Ignorance, That Never, O Never e known the Like,
Lzvy in his fitth Book tells us of 3 Winter {ohard, That' the River
Tyberwas frozen Oover, amatter very ftrange in fuch a Climate as Jraly,
In the year 1234. the Adriatick Sea

was fo frozen, that the Fenetians
wentover the Jee thercof with Carts; Zonaras allures ws, that in the

Reign of that Emperour Conftartine (who for 2 Nafty Reafon in his
Chriftning, was call’d Coprowymus) about the year 750. the Pontick Sca, was
{o Congealed, That people for many miles travelled it on foot: And
Horfesand Carts loaden, palled over the Fretum, orNartow partof it By

xcelive hot and dry ghat

withal he adds, that the Summer following was fo ¢
“ieat Rivers and moft Fountains were wholly dryed up, and People and
: Catte]
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Cattel perifht for want of water. In theyear821. theigreateft Rivers
of Ewrope, asthe Rhjne, the Danubius, the Eley and the Se in, were 1o
incrufted with Ice, that for the fpaceof above 30 days, Carriages freely
pafled along.on them, ason the Land.

But to look nearer home----In the year of our Lord 1365. and 4oth
year of K. Edward the 3d, A Frost lafted from the midit of Seprender
o the Month of April; butthough fo tedions, the Cold w:
intenfeor violent as now. In the 15cth vear of the Reign of K. Hewr
ithe Eighth, aftergreat Rains and Winds, there followed fo fore
\Froft, that many dyed for cold, and fome Ioft Fingers, fome Toes, and
imany their Nailss [ 1 followebe very words of Sir R. Baker, fol. 297. )
|'The fame Author tells us, That in the feventh year of Q, Elizabeth, on
ithe 21. of December, begana Froft {o extream, that or New-1 drs- Days=..
{Even people pafled-over the Thames on foor, fome plaid at Feor B i, fome
\(hot at Pricks,asif ithad been firm grovnd; yetthis great Froft, the third :
of Famuary at-vight, began to Thaw; and by the fifth day, there was no
lce to be fceny but great Tnmndations follow:d. ;

In the year 1609. [which ’tis not impoffible, but fome Living might re-
Inember, being but 74 years ago] « Froff began in Decianber, wh

-| Li]=
mnued till Ap-d following, with fuch vielence,: that the Themes wassy
0 frozen that Cares loaden , were frequintly driven over i o rowls

ind Birds were defiroyed.  In the vear 1654, wasanother © i#ywhich:,
rendred the Lhames pailable; foin the year 1664, immedis: iy follow-
tled by the Great Sickne/s ; And the like towards the latter. end of the -
[year 1676: :
| Some of the Confequences of thefe extream Frofis, 1 have mentioe .
ned, more I.might, «/ are not Convenient; thofe thar confult Chrosolge
gy>may eafily fatisfy themfelves ; a man may foon err in alligning £ eéks
to fuch or fuch partienlar Canfes, or adapting Events to Significators, Mew
Wefty is the ficft Leffon in Wifdoms School.  Therefore as we have heen-.
[tudious in matrer; of Fall, paft; but {paring as to Sequels; {o we
hall retain -the fame becoming rendernefs as to Futures ; wherein we fhall
teer our Courfe rather by the Guidance of Nurure in her ufual Opera-
ions here below, than by curious Refearches inta remoter enfiiential :
[anfes above 5 though not negle@ing them neither, For the Univer [¢ s
(ntire, Harmonica{, and F_}'r:r.fpdrﬁ:-'h“:'r:af;, and he that does not competently

. true Xey of every part,

bepd

iaderftand the right 7eve of the whole, and the
Gill make but 24 Miifiek wherever he lays his Clum{y Fingers.

Firft then1fay, This Excremity of Cold prefages many Calamities and
¥ils to attend Mankind, and the reft of their Fellow-Creatures; for as
fredonocent Iuhabitants of the Air, of expanded Swburbs of Heaven,
i Uiz,
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viz.. Birdsand Fewls, are endangered by the Elementsidenying their ufu-
-1 Benefirs and Proviiions (wherem another fourth part of the: Creation,
Nz F ifhes, are{om awhat [;m][;-;rl]jf_‘.] {0 .s..'"_l_{'rrffa’..fi iy {Eiiinf_’, HLI.".’.".E‘!E‘:':':C_"_'_-:
of this Cruel Weatizer ; €OES for prefiry or pleafure; Or Vanry, deftroy
many thoufands ‘of them: Now this great "deftruction of them, 1s but !

+ Fore runnet of Morral:tyamonglt Creatures of greater value,-and gven
of men themfelves. Would you know the reafon'?- I told you™bue
vow, Usniverfal Nature is Sympathetical,

-dlv. T hisimmoderate Cald locksup the Pores: of mens Bodies, and
drives the natural Heat more Central , which occafions great Apperite and
Drongit -, whence * follows much and exceflive Eating and Drinking
of grofs, fatt, fucculent Foods, and ffreng Drinks; in all that have'where-
withal to procure them;, which the voracious defires do at prefent feenn
able tobear and ﬂf-:'_iff' [ 5 yet really Natm e is not able to do it ,-and fo by
degrees there are feeds fown and Foundations laid for Difeafes. On' thes
other hand ; amongft the Poor , Neceflity of feeding on wxfitr and unufual
Viands, for their fupportat prefent , or defect of due Nourifhment
muft to them do as much mifchief ; Forwant is as great (tho I think nox
fo. Common) an Enemy to Nature, as Superflrity . The way to preven
chefe mifchiefs issfor the Rich.to ohferve Sobrsety and T emperance, ane
for the Poor toufe Diferetion in their Dier, fora pintof A0k, wich
quarter of a pint of Warer, thickned with one Spoonful of Flower , ani

heated juft io Boyling, and then putting into'it a few Crums of Breacd
(dll which will not colt above. a ‘Penny ) fhall:give any perfon as nes
rifhing a Meal as the beft Surloyn of Beef or Capon. 1 mention not this t

srevent Benevolences towards the Poor, which all'that ar¢ able are boun

to Afford , but only to Advife them how to fupply them{elves when the
seet’ not wich other Accomodations, but find Rich Mens Charity mo
Frozen than thel bames.

sdly: This Exceflive Froft Conden(es the Air,and renders it Siphured
and Tzkealthys efpecially in fuch Cities as London , where Sea-coals 2
generallgaifed for Firing, and moft eople (efpecially Women) cre

==

i

clofe to thofe fulfome Fires, without aifing themfelves to propsr E
ercites , whereby' their Bloed ftagnates, and. becomes thick and fod
whence are Generated the Sewrvy, ftoppages of the Breqff , Coughsia
fhortnefs of Breathy the ill effelts whereof wilkmore manifeft themfely
Jext Spring.and Swuamer.

athly. This Difharmony and Irequality of the Elénicnts , portend?
dry kot Summer to cnfue , for dll Exrremes (as before obferv’d): prod!
their Contraries, which will not only Encreafe Diftempers, bur I il
fome Epidemical Difeafe,and it is:alfo a. Fore-runner of Déarthand 5S¢
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and the latter., isthe more to be apprel

oty y
had feveral plaiful and Fruitful Years, and very

have Improved them to that End, for which they werc given us

Fovd, and his hand maid , Nature;
Gratified their Lufts an
to commit the fame Intemperances in A,
and defires 5 And fhall not our God wvifit w
Abominations, daily exhaled from our pek
will not take upon mec Lo avel

Fehovab the All.Wife, isthe Limiter of Timesat
dinary Judgments
of Natural Canfes, fuch Calamities feem not farz off 5 and 2cwill

every Man living tO preparefor it 3

for thele and other

Oui [apit {lle animum Fortune prepirat omiit
i - TEYE AL,

e .!T'Jj"ﬁ’{-'!ﬁffﬂ?!ﬁffrﬂffﬁj Avte E‘“" A L
Fuvare Lonki,

A Wif: Man fitshis mind tor ¢very Chance,

And whilft he doth in Vertue’s Pachs Advance 5 -
Each 5‘11‘£_u11“.i~:-.”d Good E..-crmﬁrh by his skill 5 -
And kindly Leffeps every threatned [l

But tn;‘wat:c_:d. Great and no lefs Guff are the Gries of the Pe

a fharp and pinching Seafonasthis; Fer few of them have the

tunity > orat leaft thePrudence and Fore-fight, to lay up any thin
port themin a néceflicous Times. 'How many thou
Trades about this populous City , and elfewhere
follow theirCallings, or get any thing wherebyto i
Perifhing Families with Bread # ‘And can you, w
truffed with plentiful Eftates, gorge your felves w
eventoa furfeit  and Riot with exceflive Bott
PBrethren thus languyn and Dye for want of Neceflaries ?
+hink that God at fuch a Juncture callsupon you for his Quit-
thofe vaft Revenues which you hold meéerly by the Ten
undeferved Gifit 7

Great and truely Reyal hasotr sracious Soversigns Bounty

rity fhew’d it felf on this occafion, as well by beftowing .4 Confider able
Parifh to lmpors

tune the Charity of a1l able Inhabitants.
Purfuant to this Great and Generous Examples Methinksa
are Loyal Subjects , and would be thought goed Chriftians

Suan Himfclf, as Commanding the Officersof every
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rended , becaufe we have
few of us ({carce any)

Bur moft that abound in Plenty, have

d Paffions, and fuch as have not had wherewith
have done it in thelr Wilis

uted [Hreets and Dwellings? 1
t & Plague or Scarcity fhall be the wext Tear,
1d Seafons for Extraor-
But I may fay, that probasly, according to the profpeck

fands of very many
cannot now poflibly
uftain them{elves and
hom God has but ‘##-
ith ouver-charged Tables
les of Wine, whillt your
Can you but
Rent ont of
.re of his free and

1l you that

by the

crying
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or infuck
Oppor-
o 1o fup-
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)
forward to Contribute to the Common Neceffities s And what if yeu
fhonld refolye for one Dy in aweck,, (at leaft during fuchan harg time
to reftrain your felves from 1z rge Eating and Jet Azals 5 and wholly on
that day forbear Liboing of Wine and {trong Liquors (I dare premife
you,icfhall beneverthe worfe for your Hedleh , but the better 5 asalfo
foryour Bufive/s ) 4nd Imploy what you fo Save, in Charitable Lifes to
the Reliclof the Poor?- Such athing bas been done on 2 ®orfe occafion
wirthin ourMemory,and therefore is mot Impracticable. By this only means
within Lendons Bills ﬂf';"'lr‘{crt:ilil:y' migii eafily beraifed T'wenty Looufands
pounas a week for the. ». ory And noMina P:errfﬂ}{g the worle, but even
In his Eftate the better (and much more in his Health,y, which is more
Valusble than the greateft Eftate in Chriftendome) for without difpute
there are within that Circoit more than an Hupdred thoufand Families
wllole Dirners cach Day Coft them (ore with aaother) more than three
Shillings each , I'mean cxtravagantly, in Flefh, .Fomis or Fufb, whena
little Bread and Cliecio s Milk_or thelike, might as well, (nay I am (ire
'0uid better) far once at. lealtin a Week, (upply Nature ;- Now one hup-
ec thoufand | hiee Shillings is Fifteen.thoufand pound; and then ’tis not
£0 hadoubted ( finee in this Age Generally more is {pent in Drink 5 than
Zséteals Jbut that there are 2bove one Hundred thoufandPesfons tiar daily
lavith away aboye twelye pencea Day in Wine., Brandy Ale, or {ome
ftrong Licaors, which.they forbearing but forone day in a week, and
beftowir g as afori:id thereby may be raifed Pive thoufand pound more,
aid (o in the whole Lwenty thoufand pounds 2 week , which Jaftly diftrs-
buted, wonld bray ely fupply Fonr-fcore tionfand F.:r{nlics, at Five fhil-
lings a week 4 1€ice , orafford an hundred and threefcore thoufind Poor
People kbelf ¢ Crowu g peice every week. | And will you fuffer fuch a
Numbei of Seuls vo perifh , for want, ratherthan abridge your wanron
Padates and Infatiate Paunches of unneceflary , nay pernicions Danities,
Gaconly Dy inawsek ? Look up thou 'Sertsfh Beicure that Deryeit it ,
and cali chy felf Chriftian hence forwards if thou Daref?,
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