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| TO
My Worthy Friend

Dr. Benry Samplon.

SIR,

Have perufedthe Papers Which you [ent me, and
find, as far as I can recollelt, they contain in them
the Subftance of what was delivered : With no more
miflakes than is ufual, in writing from the mouth of
. one who is not of the floweft [peakers.
Some thingsbefides,which the limits of the time al-
low'd not to be [poken (having fome [bort memorials of
themby me ) Ibave added, conceiving they mioht,
" alfo, contribute towards the good end you propofedto
your [elf,  in [o earneftly defiring this publication,
the affifting of their patience, and their good and pla-
cid thoughts of Godwho are exertis'd under Long and
Languifbing Diftempers. The obfervations which your
Profeflion hath occafion’d you to make 1n thecafes
‘of many others, hath,I doubt not,let you [ee the need
of fomewhat to thispurpofe; otherwife the example
A a yoa



The Epiftle Dedicatory.

 you havebad [0 long before your eyes of focalm and
compos’d a temper in this excellent relative of yours,
might have made you lefs apprehenfive how great
an addition a fretful, unquiet [pirit is, both to the
Sin, and the Affiction of a Sickly State. I am [en-
fible your own afflitlion is great in the lofs you now
fuflain. The relief will be great, and [uitable; which
the forethoughts of that State will afford, where
they neither Marry, nor are given in Marriage,
but are as the Angels of God in Heaven. I
am,

SIR,

In much fincerity, and affe&ion, yours

to ferve you in the work and labour
of the Gofpel,

John Howe.

LUKE



Luke 13. 16.

And ought not this woman, being a dawshter
of Abraham, whom Satan bath bound,

lo thefe eighteen years,be loofed from this
bond, on the Sabbath day ?

OWl will foon fee the occaflion, and connexion of thele
words, by viewing over the whole Paragraph to which
they belong, verfe 10. And he was teaching in one of the
Synagogues on the Sabbath. 11. And bebold there was a wo-

man which bad a [pirit of infirmity eighteen years, and was bowed to-
gether, and conld in no wife lift up ber felf.  12. When Fefus faw ber,
be [aid to her, Woman, thon art loofed from thine infirmity. 13, And
be laid bis bands on her, and immediately (he was made ftraight, and
glorified God, 14 .And the Ruler of the Synagogue anfwered with in-
dignation, becanfe that Fefus had healed on the Sabbath day, and faid
unto the people, There are fix days,in which men onght to work ,in them
therefore come and be bealed, and not on the Sabbath day. ¥5. The
Lord then anfwered bim, and [aid, Thos hypocrite, doth not each of yon
on the Sabbath loofe his Ox and bis Afs from the ftall, and lead him

away to watering ¢ 16. And onght not this. woman, being a danghter -
of Abraham, whom Satan hath bound, lo thefe eightcen years, be loofed -

from this bond on the Sabbath day? 17, And when be had [aid thefe
things, all bis adver[aries were afhamed s and all the people rejoyced
for all the glorions things that were done by him.

Inafmuch as our blefled Lord fpake thefe words, and did the
thing which occafion’d them, upon that which was, with the Fems,
their Sabbath days it cannot be unfit for us to confider them spoz
ours, they fo fitly leading us to confider alfo, another releale
wrought for a danghter of Abraham t00 on our Sabbath day.

It was formerly told you #pon whas occafion, and 1 doubt not

but .



1 oenerally know, upon whofe acconnt we were to divert
Ifr%tmygurgu fal ¢ D}ltll‘fﬁ and Subje& at this time. Nor could any
thing have been more fuitable to the prefent occafion; for not
only was this Daughter of Abraham releasd from her Infirmity
upon the Sabbath day; but the time, wherein it remain'd upon

Her ( in a great and manifold complication ) was (as her fur- -

- viving Confort hath acquainted me, and who therefore recom-

mended this Subject ) precifely about eighteen Years.

There are (’tis true ) difagreements between owr cafe, and
that cafe in the Text, which do not therefore render both toge-
ther lefs inftrutive to us, buc the more. And, to make way to
what may be fo, you muft here take notice, that thefe Words
are part of our Lords Defence of what he had doge, in perfor-
ming this work of Mercy, wherein what he fays is juftly fevere,
and very clearly convictive. It is very deferved and juft {feverity,
¢hat he call’d him, who cavil'd in the cafe, by his own true
name, thox hypocrite. He, under pretence of redt fﬂﬁ&ir;y;, dif-
covers the bigheft enmity, even againft our blefled Lord himfelf,
who came ( being {ent ) upon the holieft and kindeft defign in-
to this World. The zeal which he pretends for the obfervati-
on of the Sabbath, could not be the thing that he did really
mean, or that acted him in this cafe. For it was not likely he
could be ignorant of what was a known adjudg’d Cafe among

. the Fews (as fome of their own Rabbies * in-

* Vid. Maimon. con-
Bitut. de fundam. c.
5. 9. cum Abrav. N.
13,14,

And, as our own
Dr. Lightfoot fays
upon that quefiion
of our Lords 5 s it
lavoful tobeal upon the
Sapsatn day? ( que-
ting divers more of
theirs to thar pur-
pofe,) he violated

- not the Sabbath. fo

much as their own
Cannons allow’d.
See bis Wiris,Vol 2.

form us ) that all weedful endeavours onght to be
ufed for-the cure of ‘the fick upon the Sabbath day.
So as that he very well knew, no rule could
be broken in this cafe. But this he reckons
was fomewhat plaufible, and he pléafes himfelf
in it, that he could tell how to vent his fpite
againft Chrift and Chriftianity, under a mock-
fhew of great San&timony.  And our Lord juftly
calls him what indeed he was, when he would
thus feem what he was not. It was not that
he cared for Religion, or for any thing of re-
al Sanétity, of which a due and juft obfervation
of the Sabbath was a real part ; ‘but that he had
a mind, as far as conveniently he could, to ex-
prefs his difpleafare at that evidence and luftre,

wherewith the glorious works our Lord wrought evinc’dhim. to

be
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s
be the Meffiab 5 while yet he was firuck with that awe of him, that
headventures not to direct his reproof to bim, but the people.

‘It is here by the way to be noted that they were not thus dif
affected to our Lord, and the Religion he was about to intro-
duce. No, but this Ceremonious Bigot, a Ruler of the Syna-
. gogre, was the ill-pleafed, difaffected Perfon.

I {hall not trouble yon with the difcuffion what fort of pow-
er it was that belonged to that Ofhice. Some well acquainted
with the Fewifh writings {ay, that the Ruler of the Synagogue was
not wont him{elf to officiate, as Minifter in Sacris ; but his bu-
{inefs was circa Sacra, to regulate the Adminiftration. We con-
{ider not his Power, but his #l-will, and enmity againft Chrift,
and true Religion. The people, in the mean time, throng’d
after him in Multitudes, and beheld the great works he wrought
with joy, and glorified God. Qnly where was more power, and
probably more knowledge, there was more too of a peevith fpite
and envy, that the intereft of our Lord was, by fo proper means,
growing in the World. A- {ad ( and not a new ) thing! thac
Religion fhould have moft oppofition, whence it thould have
moft of countenance, and advantage to dilate and {pread it {elf.
Do any of the  Rulers believe on bim ? But the people ( whom
they defpifed, and pronounc’d accurfed for that reafon) were
more apt and forward to receive the Gofpel, Fobh.7.48,49. The
more there is of light, unaccompany d with a pious Inclination, tbhe
bigher, the more intenfe and fervent, the finer and more (ubtle is the
venome and malice againft Chrift, and real Chriitianity.

But our Lord was not diverted from his kind and compaf-
fionate defign, by any fuch obftructions as thefe. His love -
triumphs over them; and he makes that difcovery of his com-
paffion, which could not but carry the clearelt conviction with
it, as his reproof carry’d the brighteft juftice. Why, what,
{aith he, Do not any of you loofe an Ox, or an Afs from the Stall on
the Sabbath day? and fhall wot I loofe a danghter of Abraham ? -
"Tis like the was 2 Daughter of Abraham, not only as being a
Fewefs, but as being a believer ; as being, according to Scrip-
ture language, of Abrabams Seed, in the Spiritual{enfe, as well
as the #graral s and he was the more peculiarly compaffionate
upon ‘that account; and yet more, becaufe her ail proceeded
from the malignant influence of the Devil. Shall not I loofe

fuch a one whom Satan hath bound, that greac enemy of 1;1}&3;
A £ = ln 4 e



L 4.] |
kind 2> Why fhould not I {hew my felf {fo-much the more a Friend,
by how much: the 'more he appears an' Enemy, and give the ear-
lielt relief che matter canadmite ey Sdipd Basd 2 1

*Tis very true indeed, his compaffion was never to incline him
to do unfit and unfeafonable things, or things that were no
way fubfervient to his principal end. Bat fuch a fubferviency be-
ing fuppofed, his relief muft be with the earlieft, to day, before
morrow, though it were the Sabbath day. B e A
" .And fonow you have the ground of difcourfe plainly in view
before you. :

That the Devil cannot be more malicionfly intent to afflict thofe that
relate to God (even, when it isin his power, with bodily diftempers)
than our Lord Fefus is compaffionately willing to relieve them, with=
out diftinttion of time, when it (hall .be confiftent withy and [ubfers
vient to bis bigher and greaser purpofes. = - . {577

In fpeaking to this, Tfhall = .= . . :

1. Touch briefly upon what is here expreft in the Text, rhe

hand that Satan wiaybave in the Affiittions, “yea and in the bodily
diftempers of men, and even of them thar belong ro God anong them.

2. What bandonr Lord Fefus bas in their relief or releafement.

paffionto influence biminfuch cafes. :
4. I fball [hew that ‘however the weleafe be wronght, it is donevery

r
%

i.. ft

3. How farwe mayunderftand, or. may veafonably expect his com= *

mercifully towards themthat belong pecutiarly to Gods . And'fo make ufe

of all. = . . |
1. Somewhat briefly as to that firft query, What hand it is
{uppofable the Devil may have in the afflictions of men,and more
articularly of them that beiongbteo God 5 as this woman being a
Daughter of Abraham was to- be confidered, as one within the
compals of Gods Covenant, andnot improbably asone, that, in
the f#riéteft fenfe, wasin Covenant with God.
1. Itis plain in the Text, the Devil had a direG&handin her
diftemper, called 2 Spirit ofinfirmity. There were more evident,

and ‘more frequent inftances of this kind in that time, the Devil
#hen ferting himfelf more openly to contend againft the incarnate

Son of God, upon his more open appearance to refcue and recover
an Apoftate World from under his Dominion and Tyranny. But

as to more ordinary cafes we may further confider, - L
oo 5L
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2. That the Devil is a conftant ememy to mankind, apt and
inclin’'d, as far as God permitshim, to do men all the mifchief he
can. _

* 3. That as he firft introduc’t fin into the World, {o he hath, by
confequence, all the calamities that afflictit. There had been no
Death, Sicknefs, or Diftemper upon the bodies of men, but from
hence. Confider the Devil therefore, as the Prince and Leader of
the Apoftafie, who firlt drew man into tranfgreflion, and thereby
render’d him liable to the Juftice of his Maker, rurn’d his Paradife
into a defart, and a region of immortal undecaying life, into a
Valley of fickly Languifhings and death it felf ; Somay he be faid
to have had a ( remoter ) hand, in binding not only this Daughter
of Abrabam, but every child of Adam in all the AffliGions, Mala-
dies, and Diftempers which befall them here, and finally in the
bonds of Death too, whereof he is faid to have had the
power. Tho the Children of the fecond Adam, (with
whom, for this purpofe he was partaker of Flefh and Blood, and
became with them a Soz of Abrabam,and of his Seed ) are, by be-
ing fo bound, releas’d and made free, both from Death, and the
bondage of fearing it, to which they were otherwile Subject all
their days, as we thall further {ee anon.

4. Tho God donot ordinarily allow him more power, yet we may
well fuppofe him to have more malice againft thefe Children of A-
brabam ( who thereby pafs into theaccount of his own Children
alfo) being more intent upon vexing and affli¢ting, whom he ap-
prehends or fufpets he {hall never be able finally to deftroy ; and
always apt to ufe all the power fhall be allowed him to this mif-
chievouspurpofe. Wefind that the affliGtions of the people of
God, inother kinds, and even in thés kind, are exprefly, often, at-
tributed to the Devil. In other kinds, Sataz fhall caft fome of you
into prifon, Revel. 2. 10, And divers think zhar thorn in the ﬁfﬂ:
which the Apoftle fuffered, 2Cor. 12. was fome acute bodily
pain, and he fays exprefly, it was # meffenger of Satan [ent 10
buffer him. He, tis faid, [mote Job with the tormenting boils that
affliGted him fo grievoufly, and {o long, and brought the other .
calamities upon him that you read of in his Story.

<. And again it is further to be confidered, that whereas in all
Difeafes, the Morbifick Matter, whether immediate in Mens
Bodies, or remoter in the incompaffing Air, differs not from

other matter, otherwife than only in the various difpofition, fi-
g8 guration

Heb. 2. 14, 14



- and a&ing with natural caufes, thathe may be alfo obviat

L&}
garation and motion of parts and particles whereof it is made up ;
inafmuch as the Devilis called the Prizce of the power of the Air,
we know nothing to the contrary, but that he may frequently
fo modifie that, as that it {hall have moft pernicious influences up-
on the Bodies of Men, and upon thofe efpecially, fo far as God
permits, that he has any Ig_reater malice againft.

6. And again, ( {uppofing this) it is not a ftranger thing that
God thould permit him toaftli the Bodies of them that belong
to him, than todifturb their minds. Sure their Bodies are not
more Sacred. If we fhould fuppofe that he may fome way or
other pernicioufly agitate the humours in humane Bodies, ’tis no
harder a fuppofition than that he fhould fo varioufly form the
images in the fancy, by which he tempts: for herein furely he
comes nearer us, and is more inward to us.

~ly. Nor is it lefs fuppofable that God fhould , in fome
inftances. permit the Devils to follow their inclinatiens in
afflicting his people, than wicked men to follow theirs, which,
in the general, carry them to the f{ame thing; when he
knows how to turn the ome to after-advantage, as well as
the other. ;

But we haveno ground to think, notwithftanding all this, that
the wifdom and goodnefs of Providence will ordinarily permit
that this Agency of the Devil, in the mentioned cafes, thould
be altogether in a contra-natural way s but only, by o movin
through the ordinary bleffing of God, by natural means, and
caufes too. Much lefs is it reafonable that difeafes thould be
themfelves reckon’d very Devils, as was the opinion of the Gno-
fticks of old, wherein they much concurred with the AMazichees,
and whom, together with them, the more honeft-minded Pagan
Plotinns {0 copioufly confutess (though that that was more an-
ciently a common Opinion, the Septuagints rendring the word
that fignifies Plagne by the word duudrier, in feveral places of Scrip-
ture feems to intimate. But the commonneSs of fuch an Opinion
10 a dark_time, {ignifies nothinlg) to fway ours this way or that. )

But whatfoever hand the Devil may be fuppofed to have in
iﬁeir afflictions, or ficknefles that belong to God, we are in

£

2d. place fure, That our Lord Jefus has a moft kind hand
( whenfoever itis ) in their releafe, which though it were here

11
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in 2 more extraordinary and immediate way, and befides the
courfe of nature; the dilparity in thiscafe {ignifies nothing to the
lefening of the favour, towards thofe whom' he vouchfafes to re-
lieve in other cafes; for the influence that he has in ordinary
cafes is as truly divine. If the cure of a difeafed perfon be wrought
by his blefling upon ordinary natural means, his cooperating with
nature is lefs amazing, but not lefs effeGual, or lefs kind; as alfo
the efflux from God is (for his own part) as real, when he
works with fecond caufes, as without them ; and as immediately
reaches the effe, in both the fenfes of immediatenefs, whereof
{o much noife is made in the Schools.

And we muft further know our Lord Chrift is now the uni-
verfal Regent of all Nature, even as he is the Chrif, the world
being devolv’d into his hands, and all power being given to him
both in Heaven and Earth. He & Lord of all. When therefore
any of you arefick, it is by his difpofal, if you are recovered out
of that ficknefs. Nor is his Agency lefs or lower, whether it be
by blefling 2 Medicine, or working a Miracle. His power and
love are the fame either way. And know, there is an honour
and acknowledgment due from Chriftians to their great crucift’
Lord, who hath founded a2 dominion over this world in his blood,
who died, and revived, and rofe again, that be might be Lord of li-
ving and dead. Therefore you are to reckon you are beholden to
Chrift for all your recoveries, and all your refrefhings that you
meet with amidft the many infirmities and frailties of this your
prefent mortal ftate. :

And if the releafe be by death, as the cafe is, which we now
have fpecially todo with, that univerfal power of his over 44 lives,
muft be underftood immediately to reach to that cafe too. It is
he that meafures lives, that lengthens them out, and cuts them
{horter at his own pleafure. And, as to thofe chat are more pe-
caliarly his own, it is @ more pecaliar, and favourable fuperin-
tendency that he has over that affair, even of their very dying,
Their death is precious in his fight. He with a2 moft gentle ten-
der hand unties the knot of Aan, releafes and receives the dif-
lodging Soul. Zord Fefus receive my Spirit,as dying Stephen {peaks.
But,

3ly. We are to confider how far our Lord Jefus his com-

ion concerns bim in fuch cafes; or wherein #har may move

im to interpofe in them fo, as in this cafe he did.
m to interpofe in : Blz . 2
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And here two things are to be aflerted.

1ft. That his compaflion has not f[upream and principal influ-
ence in this Cafe.

2ly. That yet it hath real influence.

Thar it hath not [upream or principal influence in {ac}: Cafes.
And this doth really require to be more principally infifted
on, as of greater importance to narrow, terrene minds, that
are apt to meafure all things by themfelves, and in reference to
their own little Sphear and compafs ; and zo themfelves only
in their prefent State, as they are inhabitants of this Minute
Spot of Earths; as if all things ought to bend, and yield, to
their prefent convenience, and accommodation heres whereup-
on they wonder when they are fick, and in pain, God doth
not fprefently relieve and eafe them; and think they fhould do
{o, for any Friend or Neighbour, if it were in their Power.

Know, therefore, ’twas not from compaffion, as the folitary,
or as the ckief inducement, that our Lord did work this re-
leafe for this Daughter of .Abrabam. That canmot be fuppo-
{fed. For he can never be underftood to make « creature, and
the advantages of a Creature his Swprea end. That would
have been to invert the order of things, to dethrone God,
and deifie man, and had been, it felf, a real fort of that Ido-
latry, which was one, among the many horrid evils, which he
purpofely came to redrefs, and give remedy to in this apoftate
degenerate World. He had a greater inducement, 7. e. That
he might diffufe the Glory of God among the Children of
Men 5 and that he might give evidence thereby, to the Truth
of his own Miffion, and prove moft convincingly, that he was
the Meffiab, the Son of God, the very Perfon that was anoint-
ed, and fent about that greac undertaking, to recover Gods
rights in this lapfed World, to bring about a reconciliation
between God and Men. And upon this account, when he
wrought cures upon mens Bodies, it was out of an higher com-
paffion to their Souls.

And tho” even this it felf of faving Mens Souls was not
his higheft defign, but the Glory of God (as we fhall fee fur-
ther by and by) yet it being suly delign’d by him, and #ore
principally than their bodily eafe and relief, rhis was an apt
means to this his lower end. For, whereas, in order to this,
he was to manifeft himfelf a Divine Saviour, *twas requifite he

{hould
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fhould give a joint, and an equal demonfiration of the two
things, which his being f{o implies, his Godlike Power, and Love.
The former alone it did not ferve his purpofe to fhew, which
he might have fhewn as much by inflicting plagues on mens
bodies, as working cures, by ftriking them with blindnefs,
lamenefs, ¢e. as by giving them fight and foundneG. Bur it
was neceflary to his end, his Miracles fhould be beneficent,
and that he fhould (as it is elfewhere faid in the Evangeli-
cal Story he did ) go abowr doing goed, and not make men .
afraid OE, him, by fhewing the Power of a God in deftructive
firokes and judgments; but, ( which became a Saviour ) ex-
prefs a divine good-will towards men, and thereby make his way
into their Hearts, bring them to wnderffand, and own a Savi-
our, and, «s fuch, to fall in, and cri::mpIcr with his kind defign
towards them. And this, as it ferv’d to exalt God in the
World, chiefly induc’d him to work this prefenc cure. If his
compaffion towards a poor afflicted woman, labouring under
bodily infirmity, were his principal inducement, if therefore,
fhe muft be prefently cured out of hand, even on the Sabbath
day, becaufe fhe had been now bound eighteen years; Why, I
ray you, was fhe to have been bound eighteen years? or why
Eound at all » His Divine Knowledge of the cafe, and power to
have redreft, or prevented it, had as well ferv’d his compaffio-
nate inclination long before. Or why was not fuch a courfe for-
merly fet on foot, and continued in the world, that men might
be cured of Blindnefs, Deafnefs, Lamenefs, Feavers, Dropfies,
or whatfoever other Maladies, eafily, and by fpeaking a word,
in any former time? Why was it deferr’d to this time? Or
why hath not fuch a courfe been kept atoot ever fince - his
afcenfion ? Hath Heaven render’d him lefs merciful, and com:
paffionate? Is it fo unkind and ill-natur’d a place?

Tis true that his apology for the cure he now wrought to
this Ruler of the Synagogue, feems to have no higher reference;
nor was he bound, unfeafonably, to declare his utmoft end and
defign, to a prejudic’d, malicious Enemy. Thar was to fpeak
i¢ felf, to fhine by it’s own light, and, by fuch means, and
methods as thefe, gradually to make it's own way “into lefs-
obftructed minds, infenfibly {liding.in upon them’; which ‘might
better be done (time being given at leifure to confider things)
by the real evidence which his works carry’d with them,-than

L
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[hie )

by induftrious, and often-repeated werbal Commentaries and Ex-
ofit10Hs,

pre {fometimes {pake it out exprefly, as he thought fit, to
competent, and more prepared hearers, that his great defign was
to make lbimfelf, and his errand be underftood; who be was,
and what be came into the World fors that he was the Son of
God, the promifed Meffiab 3 and that his bulinels was o fave them
thar were lofF 5 and to reftore Gods intereft in an Apoftate loft
_world ( whole rights were to be cared for in the firft place.
He redeemed us ro God by his blood, Rev. 5. 9. ) Or for the glory
of God, as he fumm’d it up, in the cale of Lazarus, when he was
told of his being fick, Fob. 11. 4. This fickrefs is not unto death
(i.e. it was not to terminate in a continuing death ) bue for the
Glory of God, that the Sorn of man might be Glorifid, the {ameac-
count which this Evangelift gives of all thefe his great works, and
why they were recoréfd, that we might believe that Fefis was the
Chrift, the Son of God. Tc. ¢hap,20. 30. And otherwile was it {o
confiderable a thing, that a man well got out of this fearful gulf,
as Lazarus now was, {hould be fetche back again! that {0 mighty
a wonder fhould be wrought! that the inclofure of the grave
thould be torn open ! and the releafed Soul thould be again drawn
down, asa bird efcaped, caught back into it’s former confine-
ment, to converfe a while longer amidft the impurities of a worid
lying in wickednefs, and with thadows, ina world the fafion whereof
paffes away !

No; Miracles were not fo cheap things. We may obferve the
great and wife God hath, for great and weighty realons, been al-
ways very {paring in making very obfervable innovations upon Na-
ture, or any confiderable changes in the ordinary courfe and me-
thod of Narural Caufes,and their Operations;as a thing lefs {uitable
to a ftate of probarien, wherein men were to be held in this world.
And hath only been wont to do it, where the inconvenience was
to be ballanced by preponderating greater reafonss which might
as much require that he fhould depart from the fixed rule fome-
times, as other reafons might, that he thould nor doir often. It
was equally neceflary that miracles fhould not be common, as
that there fhould be any wrought at all, and in grear part for
the {ame reafon. For if they were common, they muft lofe the
only defign, for which they could be at all ufeful. If God fhould
do, in this kind, what is mot zeceffary, he thould the lefs eﬂ”%&'
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by it that whichis, Inalmuch as they are only ufefal, as they are
ftrange, and, in the natural way, unaccountable. But there is
nothing {o great in this kind, but ceafes to be thought ftrange,
- if it be common. Otherwife, is not the forming of the eye, in
itfelf as great a thing, as to give fight to the blind » Or the framing
fuch a world as this, as great a thing, as the moft ftupendous
miracle thatever was wroughtin it ?

It was indeed neceflary fomewhat extraordinary fhould at firft
be done to demonftrate rhar man, Jelus of Nazareth, to be the
Son of God, which it was impoffible fhould otherwife be known.
When that was fully done, it was not neceflary there (hould ftill
be a repetition of miracles, from age to age, toprove the for-
mer were wrought, or the truth of the narratives, which re-
ported them. Thar was {ufficiently to be known in the ordinary
way, as other matters of fact are, or other hiftory, about which
there is no doubt made amongmen. And the hiftory of rhefe
things has greater advantages to recommend it to the certain
belief of after time, than moft that ever were writ befides, up-
on many accounts. It was indeed moft becoming the Majefty,
Wifdom and Goodnefs of God ( taken together ) to do what
mi%ht anfwer the real neceflities of men whom he was defigning
to fave s bur not to indulge their curiofity, nor their unaccount-
able dulnefs, floth, or prejudice, whereby they may be unapt
to enquire about, or receive plain things.

Therefore miracles were to be done, as rarities, fometimes,
not at all times, and at fuch atime, and upon fuch an occafion
moft of all, to notifie, and fignalize the Redeemer, at his firft
appearance, to draw mens eyes upoh him, that they mighe
take notice of him, and demean themfelves towards him accord-
ingly. This wasto be done {ufficiently once forall. And the

rear ftupidity of the world made a matter which needed fome

upernatural evidence, need /o mmch in that kind, Excepr you
fee figns and wonders, yow will not believe. And if he did {o far
comply with the neceffity of degenerate humanity, as to give
once fome f{ignal conviétive evidence that he was the Chrift,
the divine Wifdom would take care it fhould not be fo of-
ten done, 2s to become trivial, and infignificant to it’s proper
ends the importance whereof was fuch, as that it ought to
tranfcend any regard to the welfare of mens bodies ; but not
to exclude it; which we pow come briefly to thew im the nexe
place. wiz, : 3. That:
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. That tho’ compaflion towards an infirm creature, unde
bodily diftemper, was not the priscipal inducement unto this cure,
itwasarealone. Our Lord doth really compaffionate the frailties
of thofe that relate to him, while they dwell in mortal flefh.
He bimfelf bears onr fickneffes.  He bas a tendernefs towards them,
even while he doth not think it fit a¢tually to releafe, and fet
them free ; which makes way to what was propoled in the laft
place to be infifted on, as preparatory to the intended ufe.

4. That in what way foever our Lord Fefus works a. releafe for
them that are moft [pecially bis own, from their bodily diftempers, he
doth it in wmercyrothem, He lets their affliétion continue upon
them in mercy 5 greater mercy, indeed, thanwould be in an un-
feafonable deliverance. But when hefeesit a fit {eafon to give
them a releafe, that isan unqueftionable mercy too; tho’ it be
notin fucha way, as appears fuch to vulgar eyes.

It is moreeafily apprehenfible to be from compaffion, if he
relieves'a poor, pained, weak, languifhing, fickly creature, by
giving renewed ftrength, and eafe, and health in this world.
But when the releafeisby death, as in the cafe we have under
our farther prefent confideration, it is hard to perfwade that this
is done in mercy ; that there is compaffion in this cafe. There is ’tis
true in thisa manifeft difparity, but not a difadvantageous one.
Is it a lefs thing, to releafean holy foul from ke body than from
bodily diftempers?]t can ﬂnlg be foin the opinion of {uch blind moles
of the earth, as the children of men are now generally become.
But let the cafe be confidered according to it’s true and real
import. ‘Why ! a recovery from ficknefs is but an adjournment of
death 5 ’tis but deathdefer’d a while. When there 1s a releafe
wrought in fuch a way as this, in which hers was wrought,
whom God hath lately taken from amongft us ; here 'is a cure,
not only of ome bodily diftemper, butof a/ 5 not only of aétual
difeafednefs, but of the poffibility of ever being difeafed more 5 here
is a cure wrought, not only of infirmity, but of dearh: for the
Saints conquer death by {ufferingit; Yea a cure, not of death
only, but of mortality, of any liablenefs to death, fo as it can
never touch them more; Yeafurther, not only ofbedily difeafes,
but of Spiritual too, far worfe, and more grievous than all bodily
difeafes whatfoever ; a cure of blindnefs of mind, deadnefs, and
hardnefs of heart, of all indifpofitions towards God, his ways,
and prefence, towards the moft fpiritual duties, and the beft,

and
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and moft excellentof our enjoyments. Thebody of Sin, and the
‘wortal body are both put off together. The imprifoned foul is
fec free, and entersupon aftate of everlafting libertys is releafs
from the bands of dearh, of whatfoever kind, andin the highelt,
fullelt fenfe, fhall reigninlife, thorough Fefus Chrifr. What is
the deceale of a Saint, buta tranflation out of avalley of death,
a Gulgorha, a place of Skulls, aregion where deathreigns, into
the region of perfectand everlalting life? Itisnot to be called
death fimply or abfolutely, but with diminution 5 ’tis death only
in a certain refpect, whenin an bigher, and much more confiderable ref- -
pect, it is a birth rather 5 a dying out of one world, and « being born
at the fame time, into another, a much more lightfome, a purer,
and more glorious world. The fouliscured in a moment, of
whatfoever was grievous or afflicting toit, and the bedy put
into a certain way of cure, of being made from an earthly, mean,
mortal thing, heavenly, fpiritual, incorruptible, and immortal;
from a wile, a glorions body, like Chrifts own, and by that power,
by which he can [ubdue all things to himfelf, Phil. 3. 21.

Andnow for Llfe.

¥

L Learn, Thar there is noinconfiffencyinthe eafe, that the fame
-perfon [hould be at once the fubjet of long continued bodily affliction,
and of divine compaffion. Thele are reconcilable things, fickly
languithings, under which one may be ready ro fail, and com-
paffions that fail not. Thisis a common Theme s but the due con-
fideration of it is too little common.  Let it now be confidered with
impartial equity, and with deep ferioufnefs. Do you think the
all-comprehending mind of the Son of Godnow firft began to
- pity this daughter of Abrabam? While he wasnot yet afcended,
this ateribution is given him ; Otherwife, no doubt, than as a
falfe complement; Lord thou knoweft all things— Since his
afcenfion, we are aflured he Laih 4 feeling of our infirmities, {0 as
- to be roucht with them, a continuing {ympathy, remembring
the inconveniences of that {tate he had paft thorough ( as fhe
once, non ignara mali&ec. ) and is alwars ready, therefore, to do
the part of a faithful and merciful high Prieft. . Before bis defcent,
we muft, with equal reafon, fuppofe him to have an eszire profpect
of the fad cale of wretched mortals. in this miferable world of

ours. What elie made him dcﬁﬂnd?A(l}-:d after that he was dcfccnd%@,
_ | this
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this mark could not butlye ftill before the eye of his divine mind®>
to which «l his works were known from the beginning of the worlds
Yer thecure isdefer’d, the releafe isnot given till the appointed
feafon. When it is the cafeof any of you to be affli¢ted with
long ficknefs; and to feel thetedioufnefs of a lingering difeafe
( count upon it that it may be fo, as’tis like, it hath been with
divers of yous ) Do not then permit the matter to the cenfure
of anincompetent, partial Judge. Ifyou confult flefh and blood, if
fenfe be to pronounce in the cafe, andgive judgment, how hard
will it be to perfwade that you are not neglected in your languifh-
ings, that your groansand faintings are unpity’d 5 tho’ you are
{o plainly told, that whom the Lord loves he chaftens 2 Are you not
ready to fay, how can this fland with being, at the fame time,
the obje& of divine pity ? If he pity me, would he let me lye,
and languith thus, in fo miferablea plight, day after day, -an
year after year ? Yes; thefe things very well 2 ree, andI would
fain fhortly evince to you thattheydo. Why !

1. His Compaffion may {ufficiently be Evidenc’d in ano--
ther kind, and by another fort ofinftances. Sure, it will fpeak
compaffion, if he frequently vific his frail infirm creatures,. and
by bis vifitation preferve their [pirits, if he fupport them, if he re-
frefh them, this is grace. Ay grace (hall be [ufficient for thee, {aith
he to the great Apoftle, when he refufed to releafe him from
that thorn in the flefb, that meffenser of Satan that did buffer
bim. : - '

2. Belides, compaffion may appear by this kind of difpenfation it
felf. It may notonly carry that wirhir, butin it, which may fhew
good will. If long continued affii¢tion may be fuppofed to pro-
ceed from compaffion, it doth much more confift with it. It may pro-
ceed from compaflion, and bear the relation to it of an effect to
the caufe. We find it exprelly {o faid in Scripture; and who can
{o truly fpeak Gods mind as bimfelf > He aflicts in very fairhful-
zefs s and, as many as the Lord loves, be chaftens, and [courges every
fon whombe receives, Prov. 3. 12. quoted, Heb. 12.5,6. Rev. 3.

- Afflition muft be the effect of his real, and moft fincere good
will, and compaffion, the’ of long contirudnce, if it be apt, and
intended to doyou good, in higher, and in greater regards, than
thofe whereinyoy fuffer s or if the good your afffi¢tion does yon,
or is fitly defign'dto do you be of a nobler, and more excellent
kind, than chat whereof it deprives you, it muft be underftood,not
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only to be confiftent with kindnefs and good will, but to be pro-
duc’d of it. For the fame principle that intends the end, muft 2lfo
intend the proper means that ferveto effect i. Now the kind of
this. good is thus to be eftimated. Youread Pfal. 103. 5. As a father
pities bis children, fo the Lord pities them that fear bim, ~_As a father.
The relation he is in to them is that of a father to his children.
But we muft underftand, under what notion, he is o related, and
we aretold, Heb. 12.9, 10, Furthermore, we have bad fathers of onr
flefb, which corrected usyand we gave them reverence » Shall we not thex
much rarher be in [wbjetion to the father of our [pirits, and live ? For
they, verily, for afew days, chaftencd us after their own pleafure 5 but be
for our profit, that we might be partakers of bis holinefs. We have here
an account where the relation terminates, and fee both the object
of his more fpecial kindnefs and good will, which accompany the
relation, and the end of it. He is the farber of their (pirits ; whence,
therefore, we may colleét the objeéz of that love which goes with
the relation muft be their fpirirs-alfo 5 the end of it is their fpiritnal
advantages to make them partakers of his own holinefs. His holinefs ! ]
i1sa lofty word, and carries the matter high. Underftanding ic fo-
berly ( as we may be fure it was meant ) it muft {izaifie the ho-
linefs, which he hath himfelf impreft, and the impreffion whereof
is the lively refemblance and image of 44 owz.  And is not this
# good of a nobler, and more excellent kind, than we can lofe by
a ficknefs? better than zhe eafe of cthis vile fleth, that was made
out of duft, and tends thither? The obje&t is their [pirits; for
there the kindnefs thac belongs to the relation muft termi-
nate, where the relation terminates. How much more (hall we
ot be [ubject to the father of our [pivitsy and live? The father of
our fpirits is there contradiltinguitht from the fathers of our
fleth. God is not the father of our flelhs but the father of
our: fpirits. He is the Creator of our fleth too ; our fleth is
his crearure, but not his of/pring. There muft be a fimilicude,
and likenefs of nature between a father and a child, which
there is not neceflarily, between a maker, and the thing made.
In refpect of our fpiritual part, we are his off-fpring, and he
'1s fo a father to uss both, as the Souls of men in common
bear his natural Images and, if they be regenerate, as they
bear his boly Image too. And the cale may be (o, that the
{uffering of our fle(h is neceflary for the advantage of our fpi-
rits. - Our fleth may fuffer fo, as that the fpiric (hall be the
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better for its and then pity it felf, compaffion it {elf muft not
only permit, but caufe and produce fuch a courfe of difpenfation,

as whereby that end fhall be attained, the making us partakers

. of his holize[s 5 fo the Apoltle fpeaks of his own cafe : Thoxgh
our outward man perifh; yet owr inward man s renewed day by

day, 2 Cor. 4. 15. Thongh onr outward man periﬁ? *WE dre com-

pafs’d about with Deaths that are continnally beating down

the Walls of this outward man; they are beating upon it,

and are likely to infer it’s perithing; and if it perifh, lec it

perith, T am not follicitous ( ¢. 4.) about that. If it muft

come down, let it come downs in the midft of all thefe out-

ward aflaults, our imward man is renewed day by day, gathers

a freth, and increafing firength, and vigour, whilft this ou-

ward man is tending to difiolution and duft. And feveral

ways fuch continued afflitions upon the outward man,, may

lﬁ]_afze for the advantage of the inward man in the beft

ind. ; -

1. As they withdraw, and take off the Mind and Heart
from this World; a debafing and defiling thing, and which
transtorms the Soul that converfes too much with it, into a
Dunghil, fills it with ill favour. But what doth all ‘this
World fignifie to a fickly pained Perfon?

2. As it engages them to be much in Prayer. Nothing is
more futable, than that an afflicted Life be a Life of much
Prayer. Isany man affitted, let bim pray, Jam.s. 13. Much affli-
ction hath a natural aptitude to incline men this way. Iz their
affliction, they wikl feek me early, Hof 5.15. It is a dictate of nature,
even when Grace, as yet, hath no pofleflion; but which,
through Gods blefling, may, by this means, help to introduce
it. For it urges the Soul Godward, who is the God of i
Grace ; obliges it to converfe with him, whereby fomewhat
better may be gained than is fought: In their afHlictions the
will be {fubmiffive and lye at my feet, faith God; they will
feek me early, from whom, otherwife, I {kould never hear, it
may be, all their Life long. Oh! that you would underftand
the matter {o, when God afflicts in fuch kinds, {o as his hand’
touches your very bone and flefhs this is the defign of it, to
make you pray, to bring you upon your knees, to put you
into a fupplicating pofture, if he ¢an, upon any terms, hear
from you, tho’ you feek him but for bodily eafe and refiefh-

'ing,
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ing, it may be a means of the greateft advantage to you, ¢'re
God have done with you, when once_he has brought vou,
by this means to treats when be has got you into a more
tractable difpofition, there is hope in the cafe. If thus he
open your ear to Difcipline, and be to you an interpreter, one of a
thoufand, to [hew you bis Righteonfnefs, be may feal inftruttion ta
you, and fave your Soul from going down to the Pit, having found
a ranfom for yox, JOD 33.15. Ge.

~ Bur for thofe that have a real Interelt in God, and Union
with Chrift, that which occafions much Prayer, is likely to be
tIIIE means of much fpiritual improvement, and advantage to
them.

3. It puts fevéral fuitable Graces upon exercife, and by be-
ing exercifed they grow. [t tries their Fairh, and improves
it. ‘Faith is, in fuch a cafe asthis, neceffarily called forth in~
to act, if there be the principles and as it aéts, it grows 5 be-
comes more and more firong and lively. Their Parience
is exercifed by it, and perfecteds and that has a greatc influ-
ence upon their univerfal perfection. Let patience have ir'’s per-

felt wark, that you may be perfeft, Jam.I.2,3,4. There will
be an unpiverfal languor ( asif he fhould have faid ) upon your
Spirits, if you be impatient; if you cannot {uffer ( as patience

~is an ability for fuffering ) if you can by no means endure,
without témpeftuous agitations, or {ullen defpondencies of Spi-
rit. . But if Patience have it’s perfet Work, that will infer an
univerfal healthfulnefs, and good habit into your whole Soul.

Their Love to God is, in fuch a cale, eminently tried, and
improved. Blefed. is the man that endures Tempration ( tenta-
tive affliction 1s there meant, as above, verf. 2. ) For when he
is tryed, he [hall receive the Crown of Life, which the Lord hath
promifed to them that love bim, Jam. 1. 12. Which implies zheir
love to him is the great thing put upon trial, in that cafe.
And ic is a great trial of Love to Gods a very improvable
opportunity of difcerning it’s fincerity, when, upon a long affli-
&tion, you can appeal to God, and fay, Thoukpoweft Ilove thee 5
tho’ thou fmite and kill, I will ftill love thee., WNo difcontent-
ful motion, no repining thought (hall ever be allowed a place
in my breaft’; there may be (ighs, but no murmurings ; groans,
lfut no tamults, nothing of dilpleafure againft thy Holy Plea-
ure.

" g4It
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4. Tt occafions fuchto live much upon the borders of Eternity.
Under affli&ion we ook not tothe things that are [een and Tem-
poraly bur to the things that are unfeen and Erernal, which make
us count our affli¢tion, ko’ long, but momentany, 2 Cor. 4. 17,
18, And thofe Souls will profper, and flougith that have fo
" unfpeakably more to do with the other World than with this.

>Tis in this way, that the affliGtions of this prefent ftate 4o -
" work for wus the far more exteeding, and eternal weight of Glory,

ver. ¥7. as they dire& our eye forward, while we look, ver.
18. w0t to the things which av: feen, which ave bur temporals
but to the things, which are unfeen, and eternal, Life and Spi-

rit, ftrength and vigour enter (f{. d.) at our eye, which is -

prompted by the horrour of frightful fpectacles in this fcene
of things, to look to another, where all things appear light-
fome, pleafant, and glorious. .
There are other confiderations, whereby you might argue
to your {elves, not only the confiftency, but the great fuita-
blenefs of an afflicted ftate in this World, with Gods Favour,
Kindnefs, and Compaffion towards you. - :
As that when be 1s more highly provok'd, he threatens not to
afflict, as the heavieft of penalties. - Why fhould they be [mitten
any more? a. x.5. I will no more punifh your Daughters, &c.
Hof. 4. 14. Ephraim is joined ro Idols, ler him alone, ver. 17.
That his Covenant obliges him to ir, as to them, who are, on
ftricter terms, in Covenant with him, Chriffs own feed being
{ignif'd by Davids, as by David is manifeftly Chriff himfelf,
Plal, 89. Where you may {ee how, and after what tenour
his Covenant runs, ver. 30. 31, 32, 33, 34 :
According whereto he himfelf elfewhere acknowledges,
that in wery faithfuinefs God had afflicted him, Pfal. 119.75.
That, in experience, we are apt to grow remifs, fecure
and negligent, when all things are externally well with us.
And let us but appeal to our felves, how much a wakeful
temper of Spirit, under affliction, is better than carelefnefs,
?ﬁd vanity of Mind, accompany’d = with flethly eafe and plea-
ure. _ S
That we can our f[elves eafily apprehend that it may, not
only confift with the tendernefs of a Parent, to have the
wound of a Child fearch'd, tho’ with much pain; but pro-
ceed from it Sty : -
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That in heaven our judgment of things will be right and
_incorrupt, where we fhall apprehend no caule of complaint,
“that, through many ficknefles, difeales, and death it felf, our
way  was made for us thither. And if thac thall thex be a
true judgment, the thingit felfmuft be as true#zomw. Bur thele I
haftily hint, and pafs to fome further ufe. '

2, We may, fiext, colle&, that fince it is out of doubt,
the Devil may have fome band in our outward affliGtion , we are
concern'd to take fo much the more care, that he may not
have his end upon us by it. An hand he may. have , and
we cannot determine how fars but whether it be more or
lefs, great care we are concernd. to take how to frufirate
his defign. He has the moft mifchievous ends that can be,
and defligns worfe things to us than the affliGion, which is
the means , whatfoever that be. He would fain engage us
in a controverfie'with God; would have us contend with
him, murmur, fret, blafpheme and curfe God, and there-
with fend out our laft, and dying breath, That was his de-
{ign upon Fob. Let us labour to fruftrate ity as he did. Di- -
vers of the Aatients ( Fufliz Martyr, Ferome, Cyprian and Aus
ftin) {peak much to this purpofe, how greata defign the
Devil drives in being the Author of ficknefles and difeafes
to imen, that he might make them apply themfelves to him,
and divert from God, as that wicked Prince did, whom by
the Prophet we find {o {harply reprov’d ftor it, as if there
were no God in Jfrael, that he wentto the God of Ekron ( fome
Damon, or other as we have reafon to think. ) |

The Iaft mentioned ofthofe Auchors{peaks of it, as juft mag-
ter of Excommunication, when thofe that bear the name of Chri-
ftians, {hallin fuch cafes, ufe means bearing no natural proportion
or accommodatenefs to the end, charms , {pells, & ¢ for eafe,
or cure of maladies; wherein no relief could realonably be
expeted, " but from the Devils ageacys who may be off1-.
cious enough, if, efpecially, he have firit hurt, to heal
too , that by pra&ifing upon their bodies , he may entan-
gle their foals; and ( according to his wont of running coun-
ter to God,’ who wounds that he may the more eftectual-
ly heal and fave ) bya prefent temporary cure, wound morrally,

and finally. deftroy.. :
He hath not lefc the world (no, not the Chriftian world )

-

quite
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quice ignorant of his methods in thefe kinds, of training
men, by gradual fteps, into thingss firft, that feem :inno-
cent, and then into fuch familiarities ( whether. their . reat
diffre[sy or their curiofity, were the firft handle he took hold of
them by, or the Engine by which he drew them) till, at
length , it comes to exprefs covenanting. If the matter
come not fo far, ’tis rare to come off from the leat rtam-
perings without a [cratch. e thar s born-of God keeps binfelf,
that the evil one may not. touch him , 1. John 5. 18. as know-
ing he defigns to touch mortally, and if he touch, ‘to kill,
If it proceed {fo far, as a {olemn league, how tragical con-
fequences *doth ftory abound with! That of Count Matifcon
( pluckt away by the Devil from among divers perfons of
quality , whom he was entertaining, and at noon-day, whirl'd
in the air three times about the City, in open view of the
people, to whom he in vain cried for help) reported by
fome Hiftorians; and that of an infamous AMagician of Saliz-
burg , and divers others, are inftances both very extraordinary ,
and very monitory. :

But as to a future ruine, which he finally aims to imvolve .
men in, with himfelf, he hath not fafter hold of any, than -
thofe that have learnt to ridicule every thing of this kind ,
and who have put {0 much Saddeci» into their Creed ( con-
fiting of fo many negatives, or things they - believe not ,
that they {carce leave enough pofitive to admit that name ) -
as to think there 4 no fwch crearure : perhaps as being confci-
ous there can be no worfe thanthemf{elves. But how near is he
to them that think him outof the Univer{e !

3. Since it is poffible the Devil may bind even thofe that
belong to God , with fome kind of bodily affliGtion or other s it
is the mgre to be apprehended, how much worfe bonds
they are, in which he binds thofe that do wor belong to him.
Oh! that you would be ferious here! How many ﬁlch fad
cafes are there, amongft even them, as may be feared, that
-are called Chriftians, concerning which it may be faid, here
is a foul that Satan hath bound, not eighreen, but, it may be,
thirty, forty, fifty years! Oh! when fhall this foul be releaft,
that Satan hath fo long bound !

* 4. As from the Devils malice to the bodies of men we
may colle& his greater malice to their Souls; So we may

judg
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judg proportionably of Chrifts compaffionss that as they in-
cline him to give them all {utable relief in their bodily af-
flictions, as far as can conlit with thofe meafures, which in-
finite wifdom hath pitche upon, for the government of this
prefent world , and -as thall fall in with the defign of his
office of 2 Redeemer and Saviour to us; So they much more
incline him to relieve embondag’d fouls; for rbs doth mott
directly fall in with his defiga, and is the proper bufinefs of
his office; the other may be only collateral to it, and, as
it were to be done oz the by. He came not into this world
to Fro::ure, that men might not be f{ick, or pained; or be
- prelently reftered to health and eafe. But he cameand died,
.that fouls might live; to procure for them pardon, reconci-
liation with God, all needful affifting influences of grace,
and eternal life. Of thele therefore they may be moft af-
fured, if they duly apply themfelves. And fome encourage-
ment to expect {fo much they may draw even from this in-
ftance. This iofirm woman, in order to bodily cure, did
apply ber [elf to him. She came after him, as others did,
for this purpofe 5 and did, in a fort, put herfelf in the way
of his healing influence. Now if any of you find your fouls
are yet held by the Devil in worfe bonds, apply your felves
to the merciful compaffionate Jefus, there is hope in the
cafe. Oh! will you not fay fo much to him for a {oul in
bondage ? Lord loofe this poor foul of mine, that Satan hath
bound for fo many {ad years. Do but labour to know you
are bound, to feel your bonds. Whatfoever there is of pre-
vaiim% fin in you, it is a bond , by which the Devil holds
your fouls. The wicked.are held in the cords of their own ini-
guities. Prov.s5.22. Aad fins are faid to be the works of Sa-
tan, from which it is the defign of the Eedeemer to loofe
us. The Son of God was for this purpofe manifefted that he might
deftroy ( we read, ) it is, that be wmight diffolve the works of
the Devil, q. d. that he might releafe, and unbind {ouls,
that the Devil as yet holds in fat bonds. And you may
find you are fo bournd, when upon felf-reflexion you take no-
tice , you are ordinarily reftrained from what you ihould do,
againft the light, and conviétion of your own minds and
jadgments ; 7. e. you find, if you refle@, a conviétionhath tak-
en place in your confciences, you ought to love God; lbut
; there
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thiere is with you no fuch motion of foul,no inclination towards hims
you ought , in a ftated courfe to pray, and pour out your foul
to hims but you are bound, you cannot offerat it ; you have
no liberty for it; your terrene inclination, or love to vanity
plucks you back ; youought to walk in the ways of God, but
you are fetterred , you cannot move a foots you ought to 4o
the works of God, but youare manacled, youcannot/tir an band.
Are you {o bound, and willyou not know it > What ! never feel
your bonds? When once they are felt, you will {foon begin to
cry, and {upplicate. And if once you fhall be brought ferioufly,
and inceflantly to fupplicate, it may be hop’t the releafe will fol--
Iow. Was our Lord fo compaflionate towards infirm bodies, in
the days ofhis flefh in this world ; and dowe think he, above, is,
lefs compaffionate to fouls? Can it be thought heaven hath al-
tered him to your difadvantage ? Is he lefskind, benign, and
lefs apt to do good, now he is inthroned in glory?
 Why thould you not believe he will give releale unto your
captiv’d embondaged f{ouls, if* you infplore his help and mercy,
with {erioufnefs, and infift upon it, and do not give him over.
Say to him, ¥efus, thow Som of God have mercy on mes for do
you not know it is his oflice. The Spirit of the Lord was ups
on him, to proclaim liberty to the captives, and opening of Prifons
20 them that are bound. Ha. 61. 1. What! will you be bound
all your days, and never lift upa cry to the great Redeemer and
Saviour of Souls to give you releafe? How defervedly thould thefe
bonds end with you in the chains, wherein the Devils themfelves
fhall for ever be bound with you ? _

5. We may colleét, there is an awful regard due to the
Sabbath-day. When our Lord juftifies the cure now wrought
on their Sabbath, only on this account, that it was an a&
of mercy towards a daughter of Abrabam, by the exception
of fuch a cafe he firengthens the gemeral rule, and intimates
fo holy a day fhould not, upon light occafions, be otherwife
imploy’d, than'for the proper end of it’s appointment. _ Tho'
our day be not the fame, the bufinefs of it, in great part, iss
by the reafon given in the fourth Commandment , which being
plac’t among the reft of thole tez words, {0 many ways re-
markably diftinguitht from the other laws given the Jews,
and . fignifying that thefe were intended not to them alone,
* but to mankind , god given upon a reafon common to marﬁ..;

ane - . the
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the words alfo not neceffarily fignifying more, than there fhould
be a2 fevemh day kept as facred to God, referving it to after-
{ignifications of his pleafure to mark out, and fignalize this
or that day, as he fhould fee fic. And our Saviour having
told us exprefly the Sabbath was made for man, (i. e. asmen,
not for Fews, as Fews ) Thele confiderations taken together,
with many more (not fit to be here mentioned ) do challenge
a very great regard to the day, which we have caufe to think it
is the will of God we fhould keep as our Sabbath,

6. That there is fomewhat of priviledge due by gracious
vouchfafement and grant to the children of Abrabam, to Abra-
hams {eed, i. e.to [peak by Analogy, to the children of covenan-
ted Parents. Abrabam is confiderable here, as being under thar
notion, a father 5 whofoever of you therefore are the children of
{uch, as were of thefaith of Abrabam s and you are now come
to that adulc ftate, wherein you are capable of tranfaéting with
God for your felves, and wherein the tranfitas is made from
minority to maturity s if now you own the God of your fa-
thers; if you willnow fay, My fathers God fhall be my God ;
be keeps mercy for thoufands of them that love him, and keep bis
commandments. i. e if there werea thoufand generacions of {uch
( generations being fpoken of fo immediately before, viz. thae
he would wifit iniguity wupon them that hate him, to the third, and
fourth generation s but [(hew mercy ro them that love him, and keep
his commandments, unto a thonfand generations, i.e.to. never [o ma-
#y ) If you will not when now grown up difavow your fathers

od 5 if you will avow and own him, and devote your {elves
to him, he will be your God, as well as theirs. Here is now
the priviledge due to Abrabams children, or to the children of
covenanted parents: God has an early preventive intereft in
them, upon which they may lay their claim to him, as their
God, if they will but now give up themfelves to him, and
flandto his covenant. But if you will not do {o, but flight,
and rejeét the God of your Fathers, then your birth priviledge
can ﬁgniﬁe -nc}thing O yous then, think not to [ay with your
felves, We have Abrabam to our father, in that 3d. of Matthews

~ Gofpel; for God will never want children ; he 55 able of ffomes

to raife up children to Abraham, gq. d. rather ftones than you.

And then indeed, upon a true account, Abrabam is none of
D2 your

-
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gour father; as our Lord Jefus tells che Fews, It you were
Zbrabams children, yoit would do the works of #brabam. You.
do fo and fo, thus did mor Abrabam: Joh. 8. 39, 40. Pray
confider what Abrabam was, and how he lived on earth, like an
inhabitant of heaven, as an heir of the heavenly Country, his
bufine{s was to feck_ the better country, that is, the beavenly, where-
fore God was not afliamed to be called Lis God, as in that 111h.
to the Heb, 16. ver. But if you will go from day to day
grovelling in the duft of the earth, this did nor Abrabam. 1f
you will fpend -your lives in the purfuit of vanity and trifles,
this cid not Abrabam. 'There is a great priviledge belonging
‘by Gofpel grant unto the children of covenanted parents, if
they do not forfeit it, by megleéting, and practically difavowing
their fathers God. |

». But 1 further infer hence, that fince this ccmpaffion has
a veal, tho’ not a principal hand in the releafe that is given to
them that belong to God, in whatfcever way they are releaft,
from all their infirmities, and ails, and affli&ions in thisworld;
It very much becomes, and much concerns all the children of
Abrabawm patiently to wait for it, in Gods own way. Pa-
tiently, I fay, in Gods owa way wait for it.- The children of
Abrabam {hall be loofen’d fooner or later, and in one way or
other, tho very long, tho {fo many years bound by fuch and
fuch affiiting diftempers.

You have a great inftance of this kind in that daughter of
Abrabam, whom God hath called away from us. In all that
long exercife, the main thing fhe was ever wont to infift
upon, was that in all this affi¢tion, fhe might gain patience
{ubmifficn, and inflru&ion. And in her later time, when fhe
drew nearer to eternity, was more in view of it, that was the
great fubje@ wherewith flhe entertained her felf, and was con-
verfant much with fomewhat more lately written upon that
{ubject, as by A4r. Shower (now known to moft of you ) and
by another Author. And her laft entertainment, as I have
been told, (as to helps from creatures in any fuch kind ) was
the repetition of what fome of yeou-have heard concerning the
Emmanuel, wherewith flte formerly pleafed her felf, as being,
tis likely much babitvated in the temper of her {pirit 70 2he
thonghts of him, that having, by agreement with her pious con-

{ort,
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fort, been their Morto *, at their firft coming * The pofic on dicir
together, Emmannel, God with us. Wedding ricg,

8. I fhall only add one inftruction more, to (hut up all;
that. fince our Lord Jefus hath fuchan agency, and even with
compaflion in the releafe of thofe, that do belong to him,
from their affliGting infirmities, we fhould all of us labour,
with a due and right frame, and difpofition of fpirit to behold
any fuch releafment. Ie¢ is agreat matter to be able to behold
inftances of that kind, witha right frame of mind, and {pirit.
If one be releafed by recovery, into eafe, health, and fireagth
in this world, ’tis eafily and readily made matter of joy. Is
one recovered out of a long and languithing (icknefs, friends
and relations behold it with great complacency and gladnefs
of heart. But if 2 Godly friend be releas’d by dying, truly
we can hardly make our felves believe, that this is a releale
or fo valuable a releafe 5 fo much are we under the govérn-
ment of {enfe, {o little doth that faith fignifie with us, or do
it’s part, that is the fubffance of what we hope for, and the
evidence of what we fee nor. No! This is to go with us for
no releafe. We look only upon the fenfible, i e. upon the
gloomy part of fuch a difpenfation, when fuch a one is gone,
releaft, fet atliberty, (as a bird out of the cage, or the {nare)
We can hardly tell how toconfider it as a releale. Wewill
not be induc’d to apprehend itfo. There are no difpoficions
no deportments commonly that f{uit fuch an apprehenfion.
And Oh! how unbecoming and incongruous a thing, when
Chrift is, in that way, about releafing {uch a one, to have
an holy foul juft uponthe confines of a glorious bleffed ecer-
nity, compafied about with fighs, {obs, tears, and lamentations.
How great an incongruity ! I have many times thought with
my {elf, the love anﬁ kindnefs of friends and relations is very
pleafanc in life, bur grievous at death. It is indeed iz fome
refpeéts, a very .defirable thing, (if God fhall vouchfafe i, .)-
to die with onesfriends about one.- It may be one may need
fome litcle bodily relief, in thofe lalt hourss befides that,
fome proper thoughts may be fuggefted by them, to mingle
with ones own. Ang, if God aftord the ufe of reafon, and
* fpeech, and the fupply of his own {pirit, one may poffibly, in
this laft junéture, be a meags of fome good to them. One

may,
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may poffibly fay that, that may abide with them, and be of
future advantage to them. But, iz other refpeéts, if the related
friendly’ by-ftanders cannot duly temper themfelves; ifthey are
apter to receive or do more hurt, than good 5 if Chriftians do
not labour to fhew a truly Chriftian {pirit, in fuch- a cafe,
their prefence has very lictle eligible in it. And, indeed, the
deportment even of thofe that profefs Chriftianity, about their
deceafing godly friends, is fuch, for the moft part, as if che
foundations of all Religion were fhaken with them, andas if
they had a defign to thake them too, if poffible, in fuch with
whom they are now to part ; as if it were to. be called in
queftion, whether what God hath faid concerning another
world, and the blefled ftate of the innumerable and holy af-
fembly above be true or no, or were not doubted to be falfe
andl a folemn fiction, invented to delude mortals here on
earth.

It is little confidered how oppofite fuch a temper of Spi-
rit, as commonly appears in us, is to the very defigp of all
Chriftianity. For doth not the whole of Chriftianity termi-
nate upon Eternity, and upon another State, and World 2
Now do but confider the inconfiftencies that are to be found
in this cafe, between the carriage, and temper of many that
profefs Chriftianity and cheir very profeflion it felf. “They
acknowledge, they own, that the defign of Chrift’s appearing
here in this World, and of his dying upon the Crofs, was to -
Lring us to Gody tO bring the many Sons to Glory, They grant
that this is not to be done all at once, not all in a days
but it is to be done by degrees. Here he takes up gue, and
there another s leaving others ftill to tranfmit Religion, and
continue it on to the end of time. So far they agres, with
cur common Lord; and feem to approve the divine deter-
minations, in all thefe fteps of his procedure. But yet for
.all this, if they might have their own will, Chrift fhould
rot have one to afcend to him, of thofe, for whom he di-
ed, and himfelf afcended, to open-Heaven for them, and to
prepare a place for their reception, as their forerunner,
there. I fay not one to ‘afcend after him! For they take
up with a general approving of this defign of his. Very
well ! fay they, it is fitly ordered, his method is wife, and

! , juft,
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juft, and kind, and let him take them that belong to’him,
when he thinks fits only let him excufe my Familys let
him take whom he will, only let him touch no Relation
of mine, not my Husband, Wite, Child, Brother, Sifter, take
whom he will, but let all mine alone. I agree to 3ll he
fhall do well enough, only let him allow me my exception.
But if every one be of this temper and refolution, for them-
{elves and theirs, according to this tendency, and courfe of
things, he fhall have none at all to alcend ; none ro bring
with bim, when he returns. Thofe that are dead in Fefus, bhe
s to bring with him. No, he fhould be folitary, and unat-
tended for all them. They, and all their Relations would
be immortal upon Earth. How ill doth this agree, and ac-
cord with the Chriftian Scheme and model of things »

But you will fay, what! would I perfwade you to be in-
different, and not to love, and care for your Relatives, or
be unwilling to part with them. No. All that I perfwade
to is that there be a mixture in your temper; and {ucha mix-
ture, as that the prevailing ingredient therein, may agree with
the fironger and weightier . reafor. "Tis not that I would
have love extinguilht among Relatives; but I would have it
moderated and fubdued, to that degree, as to admit of be-
ing governed by Superiour, Greater, and Nobler Confidera-
tions. Do you think Chrift did expe& or defign, that his
Difciples fhould not love him. . And yet he:tells them, Zf
you loved me, yow womld vejoice that I [ay, I °
go to my Father. And who in all this John 14 28.
World could ever have fuch a lofs, as they
of him, dwelling in fleh among them? Yet, fays he, if you
loved me, you would rejoice, that I . fay, I go to my Fa-
ther. And when the Apoftle, vifibly tending towards death, by
the prediction given concerning him, 4é&s 21.13. faid to the
Difciples round about him, What mean you to weep, and to
break_my Heart? 1 am ready, mot only to be bound, but to die
for the Name of Fefus. If there had not been 2 faulty ex-
.cefs in the affection they expreft , certainly he would not
have rebukd it. He would not have blam’d what he
thought not blame-worthy.

In
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In fhort, It were defirable (if God fee good ) to die

amidft the pleafant Friends and Relatives, who were not

ill-pleafed that we lived; that living, and dying breath
might mingle, and alcend together in Prayers, and Praifes
to the blefled Lord of Heaven and Earth, the God of our

Fa

Lives. If then, we could part with confent, 2 rational, and

a joyful confent. AL ‘ |
Otherwife, To die with Ceremony! To die amongft the

fathionable bemoanings, and lamentations, as if we defpair'd:

of futurity ! One would fay (with humble fubmiffion to
the divine pleafure) "Lord! Let me rather die alone! in
perfe&t folitude.! in fome unfrequented Wood, or on the
top of fome far remote Mountain! where none might in-
terrupt the folemn tranfa&ions, between thy glorious bleffed
felf, and my joyfully departing, felf-refigning Sonl!

But in all this, we muft refer our felves to Gods Holy
Pleafure, who will difpofe of us, living, and dying, .in'the

beft, the wifeft, and the kindeft way. -




