Mr. Smirke; or, the divine in mode: being certain annotations, upon the
Animadversions / [by F. Turner] on The naked truth [by H. Croft]. Together
with A short historical essay, concerning general councils, creeds, and
impositions, in matters of religion ... By Andreas Rivetus, junior [i.e. A.
Marvell]. Anagr. Res nuda veritas.

Contributors
Marvell, Andrew, 1621-1678.

Publication/Creation
[London] : [publisher not identified], [1676]

Persistent URL
https://wellcomecollection.org/works/zz84q9fs

License and attribution

This work has been identified as being free of known restrictions under
copyright law, including all related and neighbouring rights and is being made
available under the Creative Commons, Public Domain Mark.

You can copy, modify, distribute and perform the work, even for commercial
purposes, without asking permission.

Wellcome Collection

183 Euston Road

London NW1 2BE UK

T +44 (0)20 7611 8722

E library@wellcomecollection.org
https://wellcomecollection.org



http://creativecommons.org/publicdomain/mark/1.0/

—— e - - A










e i
i ——_ L.
o Sm——
=
=
=
_— —
e
. e e
l.-II.IIIII
- e e — — - — —










Mr. SMIRKE:

OR, THE
DIVINEin MODE.
. BEING

Certain Awnotations, upon the Ay

Together with a Short Hiftorical Efay,,
concerning: General Councils y Creeds, and .
Pofitions, in Matters of Religion,

=

o Nuda, fed Magnaefp Feritas,

&> prevalibie,

B Y
ANDREAs RivE TS, Funior,

Anagy, - ;
RESNUVUDys VERIT 45

Srmrean

Printed o £y Domini M DC LXxXv1,




k4
ﬂ_.__._.n. .

- |
-
-
= ;
o B~
[ !
TR

-l
-
2
o
!
x

fj .
£




= Tothcl g | 4
CAPTIOUS READER

L r.hal.’ ks lm'es to requue of tﬁﬂe 195 Tha:
wherefoever - my Stile or Principles Strike

that the moft Judicious Atithor of the N
“ked Trurh hath all along obferved ; he may not there-
f fore be traced. He could beft have writ a Defence
@;rnpurtmnable to his own Subjec ; had he efteemed
1t neeeffary, or that it was decent for him to have
enter'd the Pit with fo Scurrilous an Animadverter.
But I thought it a piece of due Civility from one of
he Laitief; to interelle my TeIf for [oMeof the Cler.
gy, who had fo highly obliged|the People of England,

§

rdon. Nor therefore is either the Alithd or,” or any
other particular Perfon, orany Party, to be accufed
or n:yéeprefemed upon-my- Private Account.—For
@c reft, neither let any particular Man, or Order,
&lacge my meaning againft themfelves, further than
in ConfCience they find they are guilty. Nor let the
ﬁody of Chaplains think them(elves afffonted. None

more

\ out andr'ltcep' not within the fime’ Bodnds,

d I will anfwer for. mine own faules, Task rl:eehﬂ e

du
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mnte efteems them nor lnves thmr Conved'atmn bet-
ter than I do. They aré the fucceeding hope of
ours {Chusch, sthe!  Youth- of out Clergy 5, and‘the

Clergy are the Referve of our Chrtﬂzamty Sumc
of ‘them, whemolknow; kave indeéd,. and do conti-

fue daily to put very Singular Obligations upun me;
but I write to -a Nobler 5 end. ) than to revenge m_v,f

Bct{y Guncpmmentm,,-j, [ flom

= -_-”""'-ﬂ_-:—"'-_, o —— —

o il

-
= "‘:"ﬂ‘-?— T—

-dﬂ:_ﬂﬂ.. |

— —

'.

| .':"3: Frrata's ave oo many tobe (’orra&tal; .B‘ur p 7 3- ult. E:ghth i |

:.rta#cﬁmckﬂu!- oty 19clsie 2f 9101919




(1)

Mr. SMIR KL,

«
e,

Or the

Divinein Mode.

T hath been the Good Nature (and Politicians will have it
the Wildom) of moft Governoursto entertain the people
with Publick Recreations; and therefore to incourage fuch
as could beft contribute to their Divertifement, And hence
doubtlefs it is, that our Ecclefiaftical Governoursalfo (who

as they yicld to nome for Prudence, fo in good Humor they exceed
all others, ) have notdildained of late years to afford the Laity no
inconfiderable Paftime. Yea fo great hath been their condefcenfion
that, rather then faile, they have carried on the Merriment by men
of theirown Faculty, who mightutherwife by the gravity of their Cal
ling,have claimed an exempsion from fuch Offices. They haveOrdained
from time to time [everal of the moft Ingenious and Pregnant of
their Clergy to fupply the Prefs continbally with new Books of ris
diculous and faceticus argument, Whertin divers ofthem have fuc-
ceeded even toadmiration: info much that by the reading thereof,
the ancient Sobriety and Serioufnefs of the Evglifb Nation hath, been
in fome good meafure difcufled and worn out of fathion, Yet, though
the Clergy have hereby manifefied that nothing comes amifs to them,
and particularly, that when they give their minds to it, no fort of
men are more proper or ¢apable to make fport for Spectatorss it
hath fo happened by the rewards and Promotions befiowed upon
thofe who have labour’d inthis Province, that many othersin hopes
of the like Preferment, although otherwile by their Parts, their
Complexion and Educationunfitted for this Jocular Divinity, have
in order to it wholly neglected the more weighty cares of their
Fundétion.  And from hence it proceeds, that to the no {mall fcandal
and difreputation of our Church, a great Arcamum of their State
hath been difcovered and divalged: That, albeit Wit be not ine
i B confiltent
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PBithop Mhiall commiit 7 Qe & omuimodiem fusm Tngenium tam Ters-
porale quam Spirituale 1= And, however it go¢s with Excommunica-
sion, they: fhonldeake gbod hzed to 'whae manner of perfon they
delegate the Keys of Laughter.  Icis notevery man that is qualified
to fﬁlhin the Digpity of the Churches Jefter : and, fhould they take
as exact a forutiny of them as of the Non-conformifts thorow theix
Dioeefles, she numberwould appear inconfiderable upon this Eafter
Vifitation. ,'Before men be admitted tofoimportant an cmployment,
it were fit they underwent afevere Examination s and chat it might
appear, firlt, whether they have any Senfe: for without that how
can any man pretend, and yet they do, to be ingenious? Then,
whether they have any Modefty : for withoue that they can only be
fourrilous and impudent. Next, whether any Truch: for true Jefts
arc thole thardo the greatelt execution. ~And Laftly, it were not
amifs that they gave {fome account too of their Chriftianity: for the
world has always hitherto been o uncivil as to expe@t fomthing
of that from theClergys in thedefignand file even of their lighte(t
and molt uncanonical Writings. And though Iamuo rigid Impofer
ofa: Difcipline of miné own deviling , yet had any thing of this na.
ture entered into the minds of other men, it isnot impotlible that a
lare Pamphlet,publifhed by Authority and proclaimed by the Gazette,
Aulmaduverfions wpon a late Pampblet , entitnled the Naked Truth, or,
ot b: trie Rate of the Primifive Church, might have been fpared.

That Book {o called The Naked Trath, is a Treatife, thae, were
it not for this its Oppofer, needs no commendation ; being writ
with that Evidence and Demonfiration of Spirit, that all fober men
<annot but give their Affent and Confent to it, unasked. It is a
Book of that kind, that no Chriftian fcarce can perufe it ‘without
wifhing himfelf had been the . Author, "and almoft imagining that he
isfo: the Conceptions therein being of fo Eternal an Idea , that every
man finds it to bebut the Copy of an Original in his own Mind, ard
thoughhe never read it till now, wonders it could befo long before
he remembred it. - Neither, although there be a time when as they fay
all truths are not to be {poken, could there ever have come forthany
thing more {eafonable. ~ When the fickly Nation had been fo lopg in-
difpofed and knew not the Remedy,but(having Taken {o many things,
that rather did it harm thengood,) onlylonged for fome Modera.
tion , and as foonasit had tafted this, feemed to it (elf fenfibly to
recover, ‘When their Reprefentatives in Parliament had been of late
fo frequent in confultations of this nature, and they the Phyfitians of
ithe Nation , were ready to havereceived any wholfome advice for
the Cure of our Malady : It appears moreover plainly that the Au.
thor is Judicious, Learned, Confcientious, a fincere Proteftant, and
[ 5% B2 atrug
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vyed with Sir Fepling Plutier. The Veftty and the Tiring-Réome
were both exhaufted, and’tis hard to fay whether there went more
attendants  toward the Compofing of Himfelf, or of his Pamphlet.
Being thus dreft up, at laft forth he comes in Print.  No Poct ¢ither
the Firft or the Third day could be more concern’d,and his little Party,
like men hired for the purpofe, had polted themlelvesat every comer
to feigne a more numerous applaufe : but clap'd out of time, and
diﬂurE‘d the whole Company.

Annotations wpon bis Animadwverfions on the Title,
Dedication, &c.

“ A T frftbolt in his Animadverfions onthe Title, the Dedication, and

. A the Eﬁ‘”ﬂa the Reader , he denounces fentence before inquiry
but againft the Book it 21f, forgetting already his fubject, fo early his
brain circulates; and faith, that, Having pernfed the Book thorowly be is
abundantly [atisfied not only fram bis Stileywhich is fameshing Enshufiaftick
(his fpeech bewrayshim) but from bis matterand Principlesif be flieck
to any , that the Author  a borderer npon Fanaticifme and does not ko
it, Even as the Animadverter is upon Wit and Reafonsfor I have heard
that Borderers for themeft part , are at the greateft diftance, and the
molt irreconcilable. What the Stileis of a Tirle, and what the Prin-
ciplesof a Dedicarion and Epiftle to the Reader ( for thefe, if any, the

" Animadverter ought hereto have fuck to) it’sindeed a weighity dif-

uifition ftfor a man of his Talent, But Fhave read themover, and
% have others of better judgement, and find every fentence there-
in poiled with fo much revetence, humility, and judicious Picty, that
from an humanc pea (allowing the Reader any tolerable (hare too of

_ Humanity) Iknow not'what more could have been expected. - And
as to the Matter, it {eemsto bebuta Paraphrafe’ upon the Prisciples

ofthe Song of the Angels; Glory'to Godon bigh, on Earth Peace, Good
il toward men. 1f to fpeak a€ that rate, and upon fuch afubject,
with fo good an intention, be'to have anEnthufaliick Stile or Fa-
natical Principler, itis the firft crinne of which I thould be glad to be
guilty. What in themean time (hall we'lay to thele men, who out
of a perverfe jealotify they have of the Non-conformilts;ran,which few
wife men do into the contrary extreme;affixing fuch odious names to
every word or thing that is fober and {erious,that with their good will
they would render it impracticable for men even to difcourfe perti-
nently concerning Religion'or ChriRianity:? Put it upon- this fhert
iffiie: 1Fthefiile ofthe Epittle beforethe Naked Triabbe Enthufialtick

" and Fanatical, the &ileof the Animadverterispréfumed,and oallow-
"ed of; as Spiritual, Diviae, and Canonical,

The
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be will give for bir life,mgerly to haléin an ill favor'd Jeerat the Au-
thor,and tmililya with fome profanené(s , for propofing the Nuked
Truth as neceflary for the felf preférvation 'of our'Church, and an éxpes
dient agaruft Popery 5 is, ( whatfoever the Animadverters judgement
be)a retchlefnels and mockery.ill becoming his Charaéter.And it (avors
of the Liquorifhnels of a Trenchet- Chaplain, little concerned in the
Cura Animarum, (o he may bt Curare Cuticulam. '

But as to his faftidious reproach of the Auchors eking of God , bis
Fafts and bis Prayers ' the, Animadeerter is more exculible, having
doubtlels writ his Pamphlet without prackifing any of thele Fanati-
cal Superftitions, as neither was it requifite 5 Butifhe had, *twas fuch
an anlwer to his Prayersas never before came from Heaven, The
Animadverter is. proof againft all fuch Exorcifmes , and although
our Saviour preferibed ehele remedies apainfi the mofi obftinate Devils,
this man it feems is pofleffed with a fuperiour fpirit which is not to
be caft out, no not by Prayer and Fafting, but fers them at defiance.

Nor had the Animadverter, when he confidered himfeIf, lefs reafon
to blame the Author for deliberating (o long before be publifhed his
Book, and for doing it.then with fe much Modefly, Thefe are Crimes
of which the Animadverter will never be fufpeéted or accufed by any
man, at leaft they will dg him very much wrong , but however. it
will be impoflible ever to convict him of them,. But to word it too o
fupercilionfly ! Thir bas been the Travel of bis mind | fince he bad thefe
thasghts, which be bas been bumbly concciving thefé two yearss time en-
oxgh for an Elepbant to bring forth i1, Why thexe is, ’tis true, a winged
fort of Elephant, hath a peculiar Trunk too like the other, is not fo
decile and good-natured ; but impudent flying in every mans face, and
fanguinary thirftingalwdyes atter blood , and as if - it were fome con-
fiderable Wild-Beaft, makes a terrible Buzze; butin conclufion *tisa
pitiful, giddy, blind, troublcfome Infe&t, ingendered ina nights time
in every Marifh, can but run a Pore thorow and give a skinne-wound,
and the leaft touchofa mans finger will crulhit. In the Naked Truth
it is buta Gnat : and {uch is the Animadverter compared: with the
Author, )

But in this next Paragraph the Animadverter feems to have out-
fhot himfclf, that not content with having pafled his own Ecclefi-
aftical Cenfure upon the Author, he forges too in his mind a fentence
pf the Lords and Commons affembled in Parliament : who, be believes
and 'tis probable , would have doem’d the Book to be burnt by the
Hang-man. « In this he hath meddled beyond his laft : but it is fome
mens propexty : yet neither is it-{odikely they would have done it,
at the fame time when they.were about palling an At for the eafing
all Proteftant diffenters from Penalties; had he vouch'd for the Convo.

< cation,
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-tending tofow and increafe diffenfion thorow the Land (ofwhich
there is but too large a crop already; ) asneither of Prohibiting Books
di¢tated by Chriftian meeknefs and r:tmritﬁibr the premoting of Truth
and Peace among us, and reconciling our Differences ; no nor even of
fuch as are writ totake out the Blots of Printing-Inke, and wipe off
the Afperfions which divers of the Licenfed Clergy calt upon mens
private Reputations : and yet thisis the ufe to which thie Law is fom-
times applyed. And this Animadverter, who could never have any ra-
tional confidence or pretenceto the Prefs or Prine, but byan unlucky
Englifs faying men have, or by the Texe-Letters of his Imprimatur,

arraignes this worthy Authorfor Printing withour Allowance, as if -

it were a fin againft the Eleventh Commandment. Thougha Samaritan
haps may not pradlife Phyfickwithouta Licence, yet mufta Prief}
and a Levite alwayes pafs by on the other fide and ifone of them, in
an Age', pour Oyle and Wine into the Wounds of our Church (inftead
of Tearing them Wider,) muft he beCited for it into the Spiritual
Court and incurreall Penalties ? This high Charge made methe more
curlous to inquire particularly how that Book The Naked Truth was
ublifhed, which the Animadverter himfelf prerends to have got a
ight of with fome difficulty. And T am credibly informed that the Au-
thor caufed four hundred of them and no more to be Printed againft
the laft Seflion but one of Parliament. Fer not hin% 1s more ufual then
to Print and prefent to them Propofals of Revenue, Matters of Trade,or
any thing of Publick Convenience ; and fometimes Cafes and Petitions,
and this, which the Apimadverter calls the Authors Dedication,
is his bumble Petitionto the Lords and Commons affembled in Parlisment -
And underflandmg the Parliament inclined ro a:Temper in:'Reli-
gion, he prepar’d thefe forthe Speakers of both Houfes and as
nany of the Members as thofe could furnith, But thar, the Parlia-
ment rifing juft as the Book was delivering out and before it could
be prefented, the Author gave {peedy orderto fupprefs it till anos
ther Seffion, Some covercus Printer in the mean time getting a
Copy, furreptitioufly Reprinted ir, and {0 it flew abroad without the
Authors knowledge, and agaiiift his direftion. So that it was net his,

‘bur the Printers faule tohave putfo great an obligarion upon the

publick.  Yet becaufe the Author has in his own Copyes, out of his

unfpeakable Tendernels and Modefty begg’d pardon of theLords and
Commens, in his Pecition, for nianfgrefling: their A&t againft Printing

withsura Licence,this Indoflum Parliameintum miftaking the Perivion as
addreffed to himfelf, will not grant ir, but infults over the Author and’
upbraids him the rather asa defperare offender, that finsonhe faith,
goes on fill in his wickednels; and hath done it againft bisown Confei-

ence. Now truly ifthis wereafin, it was afinof the firlt Impiefon.

C And.
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Jiar ;. not like an Animadverter, that is an Animal which hath nothing
Humane in ic but a Malicious Grinne , thar way Provoke indeed, but
cannog I mitate (o much as Lauszhrer, Wherzin does he Inmpofz? Inno-
thing bur by ceclaring his Opinion again(t all unrealonable Impofici=
en? And thoughic appears natural to him rofjek with Gravity, yet
he ufurps not &ny Authority further, thenas any man who {peaksa
Truth which be thorowly undepitands, cannot with all his Modelty an |
Humiliry hinderothers from paying adue Reverence to his Perfonan |
acquiefcingin his Dodirinc But wherein does he Turn all upfide dowi ¢
T his hach been acommonT apick of Ecclefiaftical Accufation. QurSayiour
was accufed that he would Defrroy the Temple. The firlt Martyr Ste-
wen was froned asa Complice, And Saine Paul (as ill luck would have
it) was made odious upon the fume C: imination of the Aunimadvercers,
Afls 17.v. 5,6 For,certain Lewd-fellows of the bafir firt, [et all the
Caly in sn wproar, crying tbife that haveturned the world [Ip-li::h:-nluwn
are canie. bishir alfe. And yer notwithftanding all rhefe Calumnies, Zhe
Niked Truth 5 Chriftianicy, hath made a fhift. God berhanked, tocon-
tinue eill this day : and there will never want thofethar bear teftimony
roit, even tothePrjmitive Chriftianity, imaugre all thearts that the
men of Relizion can contrive romifreprefent and difcountenance it, Bue
as for the Turning all sp-fide>down, the Animadvercer is {fomewhat in-
nocent » if by the defeét of his Organt, as it fares with thole whole
Brain turnes rotnd , ( So we vulgarly expreffe it ) he have imagined
that the world is tumbling headlong with him. Bur as to the, Preju-
dice,, which he therefore referved as the moit effeftualand taking to
unloethe Auchor by, that he is Immoderately Zealous for the Non-Coi-
Sformifts 5 it is the effet ofas firong a Phancy, or as Malicious an Inten-
rion as the Former ; it being fearce poffible to open the Back in any oy e \
place without chancing upon fome paffage where hemakes a firm Pro- i ;
telfian,or pives a clear proof of his real fubmiffion and Addiftion tothe
Church of England : all his fault for ought I fee bein%, that he is more
Truly and Cordially concerned for our Church then {ome mens Igno-
rance is capable of, or their corrupt interelt can comply with. Buc
cherefore whoever were cheadviler it is nor well doneto ufe himin this
dirty manner, Thereis no prudence invir, nor whereas the Author, 1n
excufe that 'he fets not his name, faith it is, becanfe be isa man of
weat Paffions, and not able sa bear a Reproach (The Animadverter had
done fairer tocite the whole; or Commendations: my [mall Ability pu-s
e ot of danger of the Lafis butin great fear of the former. ) Therefore to
refolvethus ( wheveas they mighe haye un lone him you fee by Com-
mendarion ) thecasner to Repu ach hini, now they have learn’e his
Fech/'eneis Holy Church,T can tell you hath {utfered upon that account
(o ften thar it were dme for Der 1o be wifer, For by exalperating
i C 2 men
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men of Parts, whoout ofan inyenious love of Truth-have temperatly
Wiit againft fome abules, She hathadded Provocarion to mens Wit to
Jook ftill further; infomuch' that at laft ic hath fometimes produced
(then which nothing can be more dangerous to the Church) a Refor-
matién, Therefore, though Chrift hath commanded his Followers (1o
it be not 1 fuppofe cut of his Way ) that if any man prefs them to go
one mile, they fhould go two ; yet itic nor wifdom inche Church to
pretend to, or however to exercile, that Power of . 4ugariating men fur-
ther then their oceafions or underftandings will permic, If aman can-
not go theirLength *tis better to have his company in quiet as far as his
Road lyes. For my part I take the Church of England to be very
happy in havinga Per{on of his Learning and Piety {o far to comply
with Her; and, if my advice might bie raken, She fhould not lofe one
inchmore of him by handling himirreverently. For if once She fhould
rotally lofe him, God knows whar an Infirument he mighe prove,
and how much good he might doin the Nation, more then he ever yet
thought of. Whar a fhameitis to hear the Animadverter abufe: l:i:ﬁ
(who by the very Charaéter ofhis Stile appears no Vulgar Pe:fon, and
by bow much he hath more of Truth, hacth more of Gods Image,
and fhould therefore have imprinted tifit Awe upon him that Man hath
over moft Brutes: ) he totrifle with {o worthy a perfon at thar rate,that
one would not ufe the meaneft Varlet, the dulleft School-boy,the rankeft
Idior, no nor the veryeft Animadverter ! However he faich |, the An-
thar bath done bimfelf and bimvbe Animadversera great favaur, by con-
cealing bis Name, i1z making it impaffible for him to refleéiupon bis Perfon
(otherwife it feems he thould have had it home) which be kuomws 1o mere
then the Man inthe Moon, Buttherefore Iam the rather jealous he did
know him : for the Animadverter having aTeam of Guss?ar alwayesa
his devoriun, and being ableif any onie tired by theway to relieve it
and draw in perfon’, never think that he would want intelligence in
thar Region. Come’twas all but anaffefted ignorancein the Animad-
verter, apd he had both inquired and bheard as much as any of us who
was the probable Author : and all the Guard that he Lyes uponis, be-
caufe the Authorhad not given him legal noticethar he Wririt, And
this was even as therAnimadverter would have withed it. For ifa Reve-
rend Perfon ha1openly avowed it,he could not have been fawcy with o

ooda Grace : But under the pretence of mot knowing,Sir,that it was you,

ut only, Sir, as you were the Putron of fo vile a Canfe, many a dry biob,
clofe gird,and privy nip has he given him, Yer he fuich, the Author
would bave done well, and a piece of Juftice to have named bimfelf , fo 1o
bave cleared others ' foy it bath been confidently layed 1o the charge of more
then ome Reverend Perfon (how flily ! ) who (I bave great rujgau to be-
licve, aud am [everal ways affired ) bad no hand in it. Truly the Animad-
verter
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J have donea piece of Jufice to have named himfelf;
more then one Witey perfon traduted for his
eve by this time he wou'd take it for a great favour
ifany man would be fuch 2 Fool as ewn it torhim. For he very fecurely
reproaches the Author, and yet I have Leen (eeking all over for e
Animadverters name,and cannot findit. N otwithitanding tha- h= writes
f-rloothin defence of the Chuich of England; and againft fo vile 2
Canfe, as he fliles it , and under the Publick Patronage. Which is
moit difingenuoufly done, ason other accounts, (o in relpedt of my
Lord Bifhop of London, whom hie has leftin the lurch ro jultity ano-
thier mans Follyes withhis Authority. Bur however that venerable Per-
{on, who has for Learning, Candor, and Plety, as he does for Digpiry
alfo,nutﬂrip'p‘d his Age and his Fellows, havebeen drawn in to Licen{e
what certainly he cannot approve of, it was but his Firft Fi uits, and a
iece of early liberality;as is uftial, upon his new Promotion, and I am

iven to anderftand that, for the Animiadverters fake, ic islike to be
:gh-: aft that he will allow of thar nature. Bur this is not onlya Trick
of the Animadverters, but ordinary with man others of thém ; who
while we write ac our own peril, and perhaps fet our names to it, (for
{ amnot yet refolved whather I can bear Reproach or Commendation )
they that raile for the El_‘lurch of England , and under the Publick
Licenfe and Proteltion, yer leave me, asif it were @ Hot-Cockles, to

uelle blind-fold who itis thae hir them.  But it is poffible that {ome
SF thefe roo may lie dowstin their turnes. What fhould be the reafon
of it ? furetheirs is not [oVile ¢ Canfe roo that they dare notabide by
it. Orare they the Writers conftious to themfelves that they are {uch
Things # ought not onee: to be Named amang Chriftians 2 Or s it their
own forry performance that makes them afhamed to avow their ewn
Books ? Or is there fomefecret force upon rhem that obliges them to
fay things ageinft their Confcience? Orweuld they refervea Latitude
ro themfelves to turn Non.Conformifts again upon ocafion ? Or do
they in pure honelty abftaine from puctinga fingle Name toa Book,
which hath beenthe workmianfhip oft he whole Diocels ?

But though he know not his Name , feeing be bas vented his own
Amufements to the Churches great and veal prejudice he faich, (and that is
this Cafe) be muft nos thiuk tofcape for she Godline[s of bis Stile: Impious
and moff unmerciful ! Poor David was often in this Cafe. Plal.22. They

aped upon bim with their Mouth, He trufled, faid they, inthe Lord tha
i: roereld delivier bim, let bim deliver bim [eeing be delighted in bim, Anl
Plal.7r. 114 Perfecute and take him , theve is none o ﬁfiwrkim. And
yer theie are many places too in SCriprure , where God fparel
ten even for their outward Formalities, and their Hypocrifie ferved to

delay his Judgementssand fhould heot fill do fo,the Church mighe res
ceive

verter too woul
for there has been
pPamphtet, and I beil
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receive greater prejudice. But the Church, and God are two things, ‘and
arenotit feems oblidged rothe fume Meaflres; infc much ghat even the
fince itj ofone PEI’IbII,Wh}Ch H'}i{j‘it 1"E‘|'1‘!:-.]1, .l[{_(.:'nf fora whole Order
and renler them acceptable both to God end Man, yer camor h ope
for his own pardon. : ! Gid
Neither muft be think, ta feape for a Man of yood Itensions 3 yer fiere be
is, elfe would not give the Devil [o much 1:::.-::-&-:1:@-:: kit due JSaying be wonld
never condemne any pood aliion thowghd ue by the Devil, A; if faith the
Animadverter, be fuppofid the Devel. yight do fomeé fuch, Here hethinhs
he has a fhrewd hic,ac him, and thisit a man had leifure mighe beger a

Metaphyfical Controverfy = but I cefire hin idther ro comment o5, that
Texc: Doeft thow Believe ? showdoeft well the Devils alfs Believe andTremble.
Whereas he goeth on to mock at the Authors Good Intentions; and tells
him pleatantly that,Hel it flf is full of fiech as were once (ull of Good Intenti-
ong ks aConcluding piece of Wit,and therefore, as welf as for theRarity,
fhould be civilly treared and incourazed ; fa thar I hal] ufe. no furthep
etertion theresthapif ghis be the qualification of fuch as go to Hell,the
Animadverter. harh fecured -himfelt from coming. there ‘and fo ‘miny
mcre as were his Fareners. - And thus much T have faid upon his Awi-
maduerfions an tie Title, &c. Wherein, he having mifreprefented che
Author and prejudicared the Reader again bim by all difingemious

met hods, and cpen’d the whole Bedlers-packof his malice, which he

half-p+ worths out in. the following i courfe to his petty Chapmen,
¥ could not properly fay lefs, chough it exceeds perhaps the number of
his Pages.-For 1t is fearce credible how vuluminous and pithy he is in
extravagance : ;a1 oneof his fides in Quarto,for F alfheod, Inlolence,
and Abfurdity contuins a Bookin Folie. Befides,the Realer ma pleal
to confider how much labour i, cofts.ro Bray even a Lirtle Thinz in a
Mortar: and;char Galumny is like London-dive, with which though a
man may be fpatrer’d-inan inftane, yer ir requires mych time, pains, and
Fulle s-earthro feoure it out azain, : :

Anmnotdiions upoh’ the zfﬂmmd@ﬂ‘ﬁdm on' the fiif
Chapter; .concerning drricles of Faith,

" He Play begins. I Confefi (Do forhen and male no more words )

. whenfirft Tam shis Jewel ‘!?hd.anf’E!fef, aitd’ bad Yo oter two op
trree pages of this Chaprer, Ifu'pelied the Auth.r for fome Tomijrglter thas
bad been Daibling amaugﬂl the Soclnian, Writers, and s :E;%'T&gilgﬂ!}.f of
MOl G H) a1 T ] g 'ﬂicn'fkg
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rowing wr hi Talent in their way, I was quickly delivered from this

Jealewfy, by bis Orthodox Cougra{ﬁﬂary expreffions 8 other places, Thar
word  fencl 35 commenly uleld in agooa tenfe, and Ihnow noreafon
why thiz Book ofthe Authots might riot be properly enough calied fo,
though the Apimadverter hach debafed the meaning of the werd to
ceprave and uncernvalue thewerth of the 'I_rc:lulic. Foi T]_‘c:criuu that,
during his Chapialefhip, he hath learns ir in converfation wich the
Ladies, who tranflace ir fiequently to call Whore ina more civil afd
vefiied fignification. Buette fay thus . that be fifpedtcd him at fift for
a Socinian, (yet nias quickly cured of bis Fealopfy, becaute he found che
Authar was Hevelt and Ortbodox. W hy thould he vent bisomwm Amnfe-
ments thus to the great and veal prejudice of any worthy peifon ? [r is
indeed @ pieceoffecond Inpenulty tora mian, char invents and fugpelts
a Calemny of whichibe ks fure to be convitt inche inftang, vherefere
with the fame biéath to cifclaim oo buoat manifelis in cheqmeantime
how well he was inclinel it hie choughe.dt (would have pafl*d upon the
Author 5 and ther ceuld che Avimacverter havefecwed his Reputation,
he woul { have adventured the Falthood. What would he not have given
to have made thie world belisye thar he was 2 Sociian, In this beginping
you have a viohr Fa tern of the Animadverters, whole Stutfe, and may
{ee what Me. Lure the durhor is to expedi all thorow.. | T
But ke finds, helaicl, that be is ane of the Men of the fecend Rate, (#
ke takes featle to fale them ) that [iarce ever fee to the fécond Confequence,
At fitlt I {ufpefied from rhis exprefiion rhat the ‘Animadverter. had
been fome Ship-Chaplain, that had been Dabbling in the Sea-Contre-
verfies, a Tarpawlin of the Faculty: but I was rﬂﬂickff delivered from
: ew him to be a man
of more Confequence, one of them whofe Eccleaftical Dignities yer can-
not wean them from a certain hankering afrer the Wit of the Laity,
and applying it as their own upon (or "tis no great marter though it be
without ) occafion. Yet tbarrﬁ]:;-e once for all be Pretefls, too, that be
does vt charge lim with any of bis own- wiclt sbvienr Confequences as bis
Opinions' (' for who'would 'believe: the.one or' bther that reads the
Aiithor ) for 'tis plaine that be' does' wor (nor any'wman thathath Eyes)
difcerne them, This isa Candor pregnant with Contempe. ‘Eutin the
mean time he thinks it ingenuous to load this fecond Rate Irigat, (that
was fitted our for +he Kingsandthe Nations fervice ) fo deep thar fhe
il Caree fwime, with a whole Cargo of Confequences which ‘are none
of -he Aurhiors, bur will, upon fearch, ‘beallfound the Animadverrers
proper roods and Trade, his own Inconfequences ‘and Tnanimadver-
fior:s, Somen with vicious Eyes fee Spiders weave frem the  Brim of
their own Beavers,
As for example.p. 1. He fith that this Chapter - does admirably ferve
ihe




she tern of the rankeft Settarian:That in bis two.or three firfll pageshe appeasn
#d 3 Socinian. p- 12. That his Pique at the wew word Homooufios carvyes
Jfuch an ugly refleCison npon the Nicene Creed, that be, the Animadverrer,
fearfe dares underftand bin, v 6. The Author fpeaking againft introdu-
cinz new Articles of Faith,the Adverfiry tells hims bs hopes he does nor
wreait all oser ﬂ‘i-”j Nine Articles 5 and defends them asif they were ar-
vaqued. That be does implicitly condemme- the whole Cashalick Church both.
Eft and Weft for being fo prefumptions in her Definitions. p. 9. Thar spen
his Principles the Prime and. moft meceffary Arsicles of Fafib will be in
danger. The old dormant Hercfies, Monothelites, Neftorians, ée. May
{afely revive again. p. 13. That his are the very Dreggs of Mr, Hobbs
bis Divinity, and worfe, p: 14, Ehat be wonld bave fome men live like
Pagans andgo tono Churchatall s p. 16 8o for ought we kpow thir Au-
thor isa ?af;itr, and writes this Pampblet only to embroile us Proteflants,
p-2 55 That he is guilty ofunthought of Popery, p. 33. That our Author
like ber- (the foolith woman ) inthe Proverbs, plucks dewn eur Church
with bis own bands andehat foe bad need sherefore be upheld againft fuch
asbe is. OF thefe Inferences which, not being naxural, muit have re-
quired fome labour , he isall along very liberal to the Author ; bur
the vile and infolenit language cofts him nothing, fo that he lays thar on.
prodigally and without all reafon. Now whether a man that holds a/
erue Opinion, or he thar thus deduces ill Confequences from it, be the
mose hlame-worthy, will prove to be the Cafe between the Animad-
verter dud the Author. 4xd (to fhew him now from whence he bor-:
rowed his ‘Wit ofthe fecend Raec, and ar the fecond Hand )

. ~——all the [ubjed matier of debate,
It onlywho’s the Knave of the Firft Rate. ek
But hefuith, beraufe of thefe things; the Mifchief being done, to up=
doe the Charme again it is become & Duty to Expofe lim. Alas what are:
they gaing to dowith the poorman ¢ What kind of death is this Ex-
pafing? Buefire, confideiing the Executioner, it muft befome Learned
forr of Cruclry. Is it the Teda, inwhich they, candled a Man over in
Way, ant he, inftead afthe wick, burnt out to his lives end likea Taper,
toigive light ro the Gampany 2. Or isic the Scapha, wherein a man,
Leing firipp’d |Naked and Smew’d with Honey, was in . the fcorching |
Sunabandon'd: o be ftung and Nibbled by Wafps, Hornets, and all
troublefome 1nfedts till heexpire!? Oris.itrather  ad Baftias, turning.
him our unarmed-tor be; bated , worryed, and devour’d, by the wil
Bealis inthe Theatre? Forin the Piimisive Times there were thefe
gad an hundred Jaudable ways more tu-anp{a_.‘_E Chriftians; andthe Api-
madverter feems to have ftudied them. But the Crime being of Sorce-
uy, and that thereds. a Gharm which hath wrought grear Mifchief and’
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irnot to be undowe bui. by Expofing the Malefallor (Charme he never (o
wifely) tis more probable that it may be the Punifhment ufual in fuch
Cafes.” And indeed the Animadverter hath many times in the day fuch
Fits take him, wherein he is lifted up in the Aire thac fix men cannot
hold himdowh, teares, raves, and foams at the mouth, caltsup all kind
of tiafh, fomrimes (peakes Greek, and Latine, that no man bur would
fivear he 18 bewitched : end this never happens. but when the Author
appedres to him. And though in his Awimaduerfions on the Tutle &c. He
hath o often feratched and got bloud @f him ( the infallible Country
Cure) yer he flill finds no eafe by it but is rather more tormented. So
tha in earneft 1 beyin to fufpedt him for a Witch, orhowever, having
writ the Naked Truth, "tis manifelt he is a Sooth-fayer, that's as bad.
Many perfons befides have for tryal run needlefs up to the Eye in feverd
remarkable places of his Naked Truth, that look like moles or warts
upon his body, and yet he, though they prick never {o much, feels no~
thin‘f. Nay fome others of the Clergy, whereof one was a Bifhop, hive
tyed him hard and foot and thrown himinto the Thames betwixt Whitea
biell and Lambeth, for experiment ; laying fo much weight teo on him
as would fink any ordinary man , and neverthele(s he fwims full an4

keeps above Water. So dangerous is it to have got “an Ill Name olice,

eirher for fpeaking Truch or for Incantation, that it comes to the fume
thing almolt to be ITnnocent or Guilry : for ifa man {wim he is Guilry,

and to be Burnt ; if he finke, he is Drowned, and Innocent. Bue there-

fore this Expofing muft furely be to condemne the Author, as he has

done hisBook already,to theFire,( for no man ftands fairer for’t as being

firft Heretick , and now Witch by-Confequence) and thenthe Devil fure,
he Animadverter. Yetwhen I confider’d

better that he does not accufe him of any harme that he has fuffered by

him inperfon, but that i is the Church which may juftly Complain of bim,

and having done her {o much miféhiefe, theefore it is become 4 Dty to Ex-

pofe bim, T could not but imagine thar it muft bea feverer T‘z:-rmeut.-

For it our Church bebewitched, and he has done It,

Hiwic mites nimism Flammas, buic lenta pxmﬂ'in!;
Flumina, fiemiferi potaffes nishils Petz.
T hough I never heard before ofa Church that was Bewitched excepe thay

- ofthe Gaelutians, Gal. 3. 1. Whom Saint Paxlasks O foolifr Gala:ians why

hath Bewitched yox ? takingjc for evident that they were fo, becanfe
(they arehis very next words) they did not ebey the Truth. (And thag
was a Naked Truth witha Witnefs , the Apoftle teaching, that Chrift is
become if wonecffect to them, that from their Chriftian Liberty returnedtothe

» Jewifh Ceremaonies.Gal.5.4.) But therefore Tlooked ‘over the Canons, the

Rational, the Cerenonial, the Ru&r;kﬂmagiuing the Expefing mention'd, *
* muft
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alfént 20 them with Divine Faith. For theimpofing fuch = Diffenters, bash
canfed furions Wars and lamentable Blood-bed among Cioriftians, That ji
is irvational to promote the Trih of the Gaofjel by Impofition, which is con-
trary to the Lf:mﬁ of the Gofpel, and break, an evident Comamandment 1o
eftablifly a dowbtful Truth. Forif fuch Articles be uot fully exprefled in Serip
tsve srrds, if is Dowbtfulto bim wpon wham it is Forceds thowgh xot to 1he
the Impefer. Ifitbe fully expreffed in Seripture Words, there needs no new
Articles t bt r'f not [0, and that it be only Deduced from Scripture. Expref-
fiows, then men thap aré as able and knoweing as the Impofer, may think it is
not clearly Deduced from Scripture, But there is mothing more Fally Exprift,
or that can be ntore elearly Deduced from Scrippure , ot more fwizable ta Na-
tural Reafon, then that wo man fpould be Forced to Believe, Becaufe no man
cas Force bimfelf to believe, no nat even to believe the Scriptures, But Faurh
is a work of peculiar Grace and the Gift of God, And if a man Believe what
i Clearly Comtaiw’'d in § cripture, be needs not believe any thing elfe with Di-
vine Faith. Toadd to,or deminifb from the Scripture, is by it unlawful, and
Iyable to the Curfe in the Revelation. IftheImpofer anfwer, be vequires not
#0 Believe it as Scripture, be doth, if be nrge it to be believed with Divine
Faith. If be fay be requires it not to be Believed with Divine Faith, be does,
if be make it nece[Jary to Salvation, There is o Command nor Countenance

ven in the Gofpel to ufe Force to caufe men Believe. We bave o Compre-
benfive Knowledge of the Matters declared in Scripture, that are the Prime
and Necellary Articles of Faith, therefore it is not for agy man to Declare one
Tittle more to be Belicved with Divine Faith, then God hbath there Declar-
ed. He camnot find the leaft bint in the Word of God toufe any Force to Coma

. pel men to the Churches cftablifbed Dolirine or Difcipline : and from Reafon

Sherecan ke no motive to be Foreed beyond their Reafon: To attempt any [uh
Force, thawghto the True Beliefe , is to do Evil that Good may come of it
But the Paftor oughe firlt by plaine and found Dolirine toftop the Months of
Gainfayers, When the Minifters bave Preached and Prayed, they have dong
all they can in grder to mens Belicving the reft muft beleft to the Fuftice or
Mercy o[ God. . Bt if turbulent |pirits broach New Dodrines, Contrary to
Scriptitre, or not Clearly Contained in the Gofpel, and neither by Admoniti-

ois wo Intreaties will be fapt, the Pafors may proceed ta the Exercife of the

Keys. Which if it were ditely performed as inthe Primitive Times and ot

by Lay-Chancellors and sheir fisrragates, would be of great effedt. ‘The Mag:-

firate ought to filinee and oppofe [wch ax preach what is Contrary to_qr pot

ClearlyContained in theGofpel,and if they perfevere in their perverfie[s,he may
wfe his pawer mith Chriftian Mederation. For bir power reaches to Punifh
Fil Daers, wha Publifh or Pradiife fomtbing to fibvert the F sundamentaly of
Beligion s orto Difturbe the Peace of the State, or 10 Injure their Neighbosrs =
but, nut to Panifh Exil Beliewers, But if the Magiftrate fball conceive be batle

D2 Jomwer,
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Now, ﬁeingthe'EzEn{ér feerns to delighe fomuch (“as men ufe in'what
they excell ) inthis setcife , heand I, becaufewe cannor have the con-
veniency of the Schoeksand Pew ; 'will '‘play as wellas we canin Paper, at
this fiew Game of Antiocbwrand Popilins. 1 muft for this time be the
Foman Senacor', and hethe Monai ch of 4fia: -for by the Rules of the
Play, healways that hath wrir the laft Book is to be Autiochur, until
the other has done replying. And I hope to givd him up:fo clofe with-
in‘his Circle, tharhe fhall appear very 'flender.. ‘For I'amfenfible, yet
could ot aveid it, how much of the Readers and mine own time I have
run out in 'examining his ‘Levity 5 buc now 4 am glad to fee my
Lbour fhorten :* for, having thus plumed him of thar puife.of Feathers
with which le buoy’d himfelf up in the Aire, and flew aver our heads,
ir will, almoft by l{IE firlt Confequence, be manifeltin his Argument, how
lictle @ Soul it is, and Bedy, that henceforward I am to.deal with.

The Author having faid char, - That which we commonly: call the Apafties

Greed, is, andwas fo'received bythe Primitive Church, as the [um Total of

* Chriftian Faith, wece[fary to Salvations Whynot sow?. Is the ftate of - Salva-
tion alter’'d? If it be Compleatywhat seed otber Articles? ' The Expofer p.2.
anfwers, Theve may bave been needful heretofore, not anly other Articlesy bue
sther Creeds ﬁr‘r the further Explicationof thefe Articles inthe Apefiles Creed :

and yesin thefe New Creedsmot ove New Article. *Tis fafely and cauti-
oufly faid, there May, and mot shere HWere othér Acticles and other
Creeds needful. But the whole Claufe' befides is fo-drawn up, as if he
affefted the Academical glory of juftifying a Paradox: nopis it for the

uratien offuch Creeds, wharever they be, tobe maintained by the
like Methods. Bur feeing be difdains to explicate further, how there
can be a New Creed, and yet not ane New Article 5 I will prefume
to underftand him, and then fay, that infuch Creeds, whatfoever Ar-
ticle does either explaine the Apoftles Creed ‘Contriry to;' or Befide the
Scripture, ordces not containe the fame Ex prefs Seriptural: Authoriey
(which only niakes this tharis ealled the Apoftles Creed to Le Authen-
rick) thatisa New Article to every man that cannot conceive the rne-
ceffary Dedution. But thenhe galls the Author, The dpoftles Creed s
the fiim of the Chriftian Faith True. Tet I hope be will stor think the Nicene,
the Conftantinopolitan’, and the A:hanalﬁm Creed. Supe; fluous and
and unneceflary. Firlt, itdsinot neceffary to takeall thofe Three in the
Lump, as the Expoler puits ic : for perhaps aman may think bur ene,
orbut two of them tohave been fuperflucus, and. unneceffary, Next
itisan hard ching for the Expofer, who ought rather to have provel
that they were neceffary to fhift it back thus upen, the Authar, . I have

- not fpoke with him, norknow whe:her I fhal} as longas I live, (though
I thouldbe glad ofthe opportunity,): to know hismind, But fuppofe
ke fhould think themy One; Two, or T hree Unneceffary, who can help

i?
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Dedf Spirit out of a ¢hiird Pérfon. Whoever indeed will deny this Truth,
muft go azainft the whele current of the New Teftament. But the Ex-
pefetis Deafto that, ?tis all one ro him. Yet he is nor Dumb, though
as good he had, forall hehas tofay to icis: Andyerit is cersaine shas ol
formal and morsal Hereticks, thatave not Aheifts, are juftly condemu’d for
svant of due extenfion in their Faith.Whar pertinence; Buc there goes more
Faith I feeto the ejetting of'a Talkarive then ofa Dumb Spirit. There
is no need of further anfiver to fo fuccinét a Bob, then that it had been
well thofe terms of Formal, and Mortal,and Herericks, and no lefs that of
Coudemmed had in this place been thorowly explained. For we know
thar there was a time when the Proteftants themfelves were the Formal,
and, to be fure, the Mortal Hereticks, even here in. England, and for that
very ciimeroo, For want of due extention in their Faith, they were Con=
demned, whether juitly or no, it is inthe Expofers power to determine.
For {ome of our Ruling Clergy , who yet would be cohtent to be ac-
counted good Proteftants, are fo leathto part withany hank they have
got, at whar time foever, over the poor Laity, or what other reafon,
That the Writ de Heretico Combarendo, though defired to be abolifh’d,
is fiill kepe inforce to this day. So that it is of more concernment, then
one would ar firft think , how far méhs Faith ( leaft afterwards for Be-
lieving fhort their Perfons and Eftates ) be Extended, ov taken in Execu-
tion.
He proceeds page the 3.and feveral that follow, to quarel the Author
for quoting to this purpofe Ads 5. and then faying : I pray remember
she Treafurer (the Expoler will doit I warvant you, and the Chancellor
roo, without more intreaty ) #0 Candace Queen of Ethicpia, whom Phis
lip inflruéicd with inthe Faith, Histime of Catechifing was very fhort and
foon proceeded to Baptifie. But Philip firft required a Confeffian.of bis Faith,
and the Esnuch made it, and I befeech you obfirveiiss I Dbélieve that Jelus
Cliift is the Son of God, and firaight way be was B ized 1 How, no more
then this? No maere. This litste Grain of Faith, being found, believed with=
all bis beart, purchafed the Kingdom of Heaven.  "Tis not the Quantiry but
the Quality of owr Faith God requireth, Here the Expofer, pretending
now to bea learned Expofitor, hopes to win his Spurrs , and layes
ot all his ability ro prove that Philip (ina very fhort time for {o much
work as he finds him) had infiruéted the Treafurer thorow the whole
Atbanafian Creed ; concerning the Equality, Infeparability, Coeernity
of the Three Perfons insbe Trinity. Fory faith the Ezpofer, the very Forme
%Eapﬁfmn if thorowly explained, is a perfeli Creed by it [Blf: In the
ame of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Gholt ; For feems the swame

of the Son, [was by s Divine C viticifme interpofed berween the other #rpo Per-

fons, whafe Godbead war confeft and ackpowledged by the gwifh Church,
rather thew that of the Word, o dewort abe fecond Perfon, &c- 1 fhould

be
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Son of God, New it isworth the. Readers.obfervation, that ourofa de=
five o, Cayilling andithe luxury the Expoler takes in it , he has quicefors
go: the mater bz brouzhe in Contioverfie. For the Di ipute 1s cancei =
ing New Creeds, Impoled beyond clear Scripture : the Authorsaigus
ments and provis tended wholly thicher, and ro that purpole he urged
this paffage of Philip , to pravethat God confiders both, but rather the
Quality, then Quantity ot our Faith. The Expofer amufes himfelf and
us, to tell what Phylip preach’d o the Treafurer, but/never minds
that, let thae havebeepasit will, and the Eunuch have believ’d all chat
chis man can imagine, yet all the Creed demanded, and all thar he pro-
feffes is no more thenthefe formal words , believed with all his hearr.
I belicve that Jefus Chrift is the Sou of God, Wherein the Author has clear-
ly emryed, and the Expofer thus far loft the Queftion. And indeed 4n-~
tiochus, you dre much too blame ro have put the Romans to all chis
trouble,to no purpofe. But any thing to ftuffe out the Dimenfions of a
Book , that no man may imagive he could have faidfc little, info
much ( which is the new way of Compendioufnefs found out by
the Expofer ) whereas he might have known , that, not God anly,
but even men alwayes do refpeét the Quality of any Thing , of a
Book,. rather thenthe Quantity, One Remarke I muft make more,
before I take leave of this page, how, having rhus libe ally inftruéed
both Philipand the Treaftirer, he immediarely chops in p. s.

. Now this Auibor may fee what Ufé and Need

: ~ There was of the Conitanrinopolitan Creed.

That puts in e Baptifme for the Remiffion of Sins. 1 reacicover and over,
for thepe was fomthing in ic very furprifing, beiide the elegancy ofthe
Verfes, .~ Forthe Now in that place is a word -of immediare llﬁf{:t'c‘nce,
asif it appeared neceffarily, from what laft preceded, thar he had
norably foil’d the Author in fome Arguments or other, and therefore
exulted over him. To any man of commen fenfeir can fignifie nei her
snare nor lefs then that, (whereas I upon profpett ofthis {pcke mertily
of the Athanafjan Creed, Noels and the Affemblies Carechilme, dre.
wherein Philip inftruéted the Treafurer) the Expofer nieans in good
carnelt ( if men mean what chey fay) thar Phbilip, having fiudied the
Conftantinopalitan Creed himlelf very exa&tly, explain’d every Ar-
ticleof it thorowly to theEunuch, an ! in efpecial manner that of Bap-
tifine for the Remiffion of Sins : Which happening to have been {o
many hundred yeirs before that Council was in being, muft needs be
an extraordinary civility in Philip, and which he would {tarce have
done, bur for the particular fa ista@tion of (o great a perionaze, that
had the whole manage of the Eevenue of the Queen of Ethispia. 1 am
fiire it is more then our Church will veuchfaie in Baptifme, eiher of
Infan s or thofe of Riper Years, with their God-Fathers, bur fobbs
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them of with the plain  Apoftles Creed : And truly the eafier the better,
M afitr thar | and by powering mwater mpontbem , thele perfons be wich-
out any more adoe (as the Prigft according vo our Rubrick, fball then[ay)
Regenerate, ¢
Toas liccle purpofedoth he trouble inthis fame s, p. Another Sciip-
turethe firft of Fobu 4. 2. Every Spiris that confeffes that Jefus Chrift i
conie inthe Flefb, isof God © Which the Author wges in confirmacion of
whit be faid before concerming thie Intention of Faith,  Bue, faith the
Expeler, Wil  Mahumeran, or a Socinian Confeffior of Faith fuffice ¢ This
is I trow What they call reducing aman ad Abfrdwm, and I doubt he
has hamper”d the Authormifchicvoufly.  No Ir will nor fuffice in the
Mabumctam or Secinian inrerpretation: bur a Confeffion according to
the true fenfe ofthis, ‘and the clear exprefs words of Scripturein othee
[:!af.‘cs will'do ¢, ‘efpecially if St. Fabn, as moft men are of opinion, wrie
15 ownGofpel.' Nay, though cthe Expoler contends again “this place,
Be 2i!mirs ancther concerning Peter, thicis nor ‘much moré'pmegnane
Althe few primary Fundamensals of Chriftianity, {aich hejwere virtua ly con-
teined in St.Peters fhort Confeffion of Faith. Thou art Chrift the Son of'the
living God : For which Confeffiont be was blet, and upon which Faith Chyift
declared that be would build Fis Clureh & wpon a Kock, T conclifion I fee
Antiochies has ex mevo motuds certd Scientidy and Prince — like Generof-
ty, given us the Quefiion: Fer T would not {ufpeét that he'Hach hunted
i 10 long ti'l he Ioft it, or let it go of Neceffity, tecaufe he cculd hold
it nolonzer, For the Eitention as well as Intention of Peters Faith,
was terminated in thefe few words, Fer It Is no irreveéice to take
notice haw plainthe Apoftles were under that difpenfation: “‘The fame
Jobx the Apoftie and Evangelift €.'14.7. 26. "and in the following
Chapters, fhowes how litele it was, andin how narrow acompalt,char
they krew an | believe, ant ye: thar fufficed. ' Infomuch that where
C.16.7. 17. Our Saviour promifes the Holy Ghoft, to infirut them
further, he faith only . It is Expediemt for {ru that I powway, for if T go
ot away, the Comforter will not Coms to yow, He faith rot it is Necelary.
For thar Meafure oftrue Belief would have fufficed for their own Salvi-
tion, bus there was alaeger Knowledee requifite for the future work of
theiv Apofilefhip, In how many of them, and Sr. Peter himfelf as
muchasany, were there fuch Igusrarces, Thumbly ufe the word, in
macters of Faith, that our Saviour ceuld nor but take notice of it and
reprovethem | As for Peter, when owr Saviour was fo near his Dedrh as
to Ledlready beiray’d , yet he, Upon whofe Faith be built bis Charch as on
a Rock, knew not the effeft of liis Paffion, bur was ready wich his {iword,
asainit Chrifts Commend and e ample, to have interruptedthe Redemp..
tion of Mankind. And this fhore confeflion, in which all the Funda-
wentaby were virtnal'y contained (as the Expafer here'teacheth us, and (o
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hath reduced himfelf vothat little Grain of Faith, againft which he con-
tends with the Author) was upon occafionef our Saviours queltion,
when Peter doubtlefs did his'beft, to anfiver his Lord and Ma?’lcr., and
rold: him all he knew. For that fimilicude, taken frem fo fmall a
Gutine by our Saviour, did equal the proportion of Faith then attain-
ablean requifire, And asinaSeed, the very Plainand Upright of che
Flant is indifcernably exprefi’d, though it be nor branch’d out to the
Ege, aswhen it germinates, fpreds, bloffomes, and bears fruit; {owas
the Cmiglan Faith feminally firaitned in that vircual fincerity, Vil
Pointsand Cenreal vigour of Believing with all the heart char Jefus Chrift
was come inthe Flefh, and was the Son of the Living God. And,
would men even now Believe thar one thing thorowly, they would
be better Ciniftians, thenunderall their Creeds, they genemlly are
both in Doftrine .and Praftices Bur that gradual Revelation, which
after his:death and Ecfurreétion fhined forth-in the Holy Ghoft, muft
now determine usagain within che Bounds ofthac (avinz Ignoranze by
Beliefaccording ro the Saiptures, untillthe laft and full Manifeftation.
And the Intention of this Faith now allo, as it hath been explain®d
by the Infpiration of the Holy Spirir inthe Sacred Writers , is f{uffici-
ent for Salvatien, withour the Chcanrey and Conveyancing of humane
Exrentions. -And the Concroverter himielfhach, ifnor by his own con-
feflion, yer, by hiz ownArgumencall along hicherto provedir.

Liatheé. p, hefaich that , where the Author charges fome within-
troducing Many and New Articles of Faith, Hes bopes be does wit mean
allowr Thirty nine Hrticles. 10he hopesdo, why doth he raife the fufpi-
tion, for which indeed thereis nocavle imazinable, but the E.pofers

own. difinzenuity; the Auchor appearing thorow his whole Book a
True Sublciiber to Theme, without: that Latirude of Equivocation
which feme others ufe; orelfe they would neot Publifh thole Coétrines
they do, and be capable nevertheleis of Ecclehaftical Places? Bue here,
as though any man had meddled withthofe Articles, he explicares his
Learning out of Bithop Lawy and ofthe Commimtio Laica, whichis bt
his harping upon one. {ftring and his uflal Seaming on his hugers,  For
the Author having named masyand nens Arsicles of Fuith, the Expofer
revolves overin his mind drdrckes ;i Articles vf — and, the word nor
beinz very pregnanr, he hitsat laft upon the Thirty niwe Articles of the
Church of England : which yet the Expofer faith himielf, are drticlesef
Peace and Cosifent not of Faith and Communion. Why thea does he brinz
them by head and thoulders, when the Auther be knows was only
upen Articles, of Faith 2 He migheas well havefiid the Lords of the
Articles.Bus this e fainhyie.one, arho tabes ityof osr Churcher preateft Eocle-
fiaftical Pulicyes, that e admits the wmany in thusfands and buidred thou-

Jandy, without any fwlbfeription , ad Communionem Laicam. Truly fhe
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isve yeivil, anl weare an bunidied thoufand times oblilgel e Her
lBch {knm; not whather the will take it wellof him, thathe, not being
content with » good an Cfficeas that of her Ex:piﬁr 1 fthould [_‘l‘etﬁld
ro be her Eeel fiaffizal Polutition 5 over an other mans head that is ficcer
for both,;and not expedt the Reverfion. And fhe cannot bu: ke offended,
thar he fhould chus call her Fool by craft, amgiy_ng thar for ber greateft
Ecclefiaftical Policy, whento have done otherwile would have been the
preatelt Impertence and Folly. Bur who are thefe the nany, whpu:! fhe
fo gracioufly receives Communionem Laicam withour fubfcription ?
Truly all of us whom fhe truftsinot with Teaching others or with Univerfity
Degrees. The whole body of the Laity. (There againis anocher
nanie  or us, for we can {carfe {peuk withour affronting our felves wich
{ome contempruous name or otherchar they (forfooth the Clergy) have
affixed to us, .
Nos Nuimerns fsimus the many, & fruges confimere nati.
Even his Ma'efty roo, God blefs him,1s one of the mazy,and fhe asks no
fu' dcripticn of him neither, although I'believe he has takew bis Degree in
tle Univerfity. Well we muit be content to do a5 we may : we are the .
maty, and you are the few, and make your beft of it. - Bur now, though §
amnone afY you,yet, Ican tell youa greater Ecclefiaftical Poliey; then
all this youhave been talking of. It is a hard Word, andthough it be
but cne Syllable, T cannot well rememberit, buc by good luck it was
burnt by the hand of the Hangman, about chat time that the Nikcd
Trueh was Printed. . And had that Policy fucceeded, the many mult have
taken not only all the Thirsy Nine Articles , but alf the Ecclefiafiical
Errours and Incroachments that elcaped norice, all in the mafs gt once,
as if they had been Arricles of Faith, infallible, unalterable; but the h
State ofthe Kingdem had been apparently changedin the very Funda-
mentals. Fora Few of the Few, forabove thele forty years, have been r
carrying on a conftant Confpiracy to turn all Upfide-down in the Goverii L
ment of the Nation: But God inhis meicy hath alwayes hitherto, and !
will 5 I hope,for ever fruftrare all fuch Counfels, _'
Inhis 7. p. itis thachefaich, the Autborin bis 4. p. implicitly condemus | i
the whole Catbolick Church, both Eaft and Welt for being [5 Pre(smptuons i |
her Definitions, However if he does it but Implicitly, the. Expofer mighe "
have been fo Ingenuous or Prudent as not to have Explicared it further,
but conceal'd it leaft it might do moreharme, but at leaft not to have
heigh en’d it {o 5 the whole Catholick, Church, and not cnlyfo, bur, the
whole Catholick Charch both in the Eaft and Welt too( why did he nor add in it
theNorthand Sauth too ?) for being fo Prefumptuous.a term far beyoad ol
and contrary tothe Mocefty and Deference of the Authors expreffions,
But this is the Art and Duty of Expofing, Here it is that he brandifhes
the whole dint of his Difputative Faculty, and if i be not rhe
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moft rationaly L dare lay (and yet T fhould have fome cifficulty. to per-
{wade men (o) that itus the moft foolith paffagein the whole Pamphler.
It i5 impeflibleto clear the Difpute but by tranferibing their own words.
In the mean time therefore I heartily recommend my felfto the Readers
patience. The Auchor, purfuing his point how unfufeand unreafonable it
is to Impofe New Articles of Faith drawn by humane Inferences beyond
the Clea ScriptureExpreflions;inftanceth in feveral of the Prime and molit
Neceflary Principles ofthe Trinity, efpecially that of the Holy Ghoft.
Are they not things, \aith he, far above the Highet Reafon and fharpeft
nuderftanding that ever man bad? Tet we Believe them becaufe God, who
camnot lye, bath Declared them. Is it ot thena ftrange thing for any man te
takg wponbim to Declare one title more of them then God bath Declared? feeing
we widerftand not what is Declared, Imean we bave o Comprebenfive Knom-
ledge of the Matter Declared, but only a Believing Knonledge? To which
the Expofer will have it that, if the Auchor ’Uc"%mrc bound up to his
own words , (and ’tis good reafon he fhould) he hath faid thar we
snderfland ot that the matter is Declsred, and moreover he faith that
be is [ure be bas done bim no " wrong in fixing this meaning to the Authors
words. No, it is no wrong, it {eems then, to fay that to underfland That,
and to comprehend #hat is the fame thing,As forexample, (ifour Igno-
runce may be allowad in things {o infinitely above us;toallude to thinas
as far below us ). becaufe I underfiand That the Expofer here {peaks
Nonfenfe 5 I mufitherefore beable to Comprehend #hat is the mean=
ing of his Nonfenfe, and be capableto raifea Rational Celdution from
ir. [ amf{wel dorheExpofer rizht in this Inference, and fhould be
glad he only would therefore wear it for. my fake, for it will fit none
but bim *twasmade for. But let us come down to the particular, The
Scripture, {aith the Author, plainly tells, that the Holy Ghoff proceeds from
the Father,.and That beis [eut alfa by the Father, That be is fent alfi by the
Son: but whether be Proceeds From the Son, or By the Sou, the Scripture is
filent, Ugramt that by Rational Deduilion, and Humane way.of Argument
"tis probablethat the Huly Ghoft Proceeds from the Son, as from ihe Father,
Buz we snderftand not What the Proseffiont or Miffion of the Holy Ghoft 1,
and therefore we eannot prove they are Both one.  And therefore 1o determine
<t o any [uch Divine and high Myfteries by Humane Dednélions, in Humase
Wards, to be Impofed and Believed with Divine Faith is Dangerows : And
mpchmore the Author adds demonfirarively to the fame purpofe,, bug
the Expoflerculls out, by the Dutyof his Place, what may belt-ferve for
hjs, neither will that do therurn unlefs he alfo pervert it. Here azain
i3 the Thar and the Whar the fame thing’, Is it the fame thine to fay ow
underftand That che HolyGhott is fent by the Son (which is Declired in
Scrinture ) and to underitand and comprehend What the Narure of rhar
Miffion . 15, or What the Na ure of Proceflion that a2 man nuy
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fifely fay that he Preceeds From or By the Son, #s from the} Father .

(which s nor Declared in -Scripturebut by Humane Deduftion) and
esact the Divine Belief thereof under Erernal and Temporal Penalties ?
Tet this is the Expofers Legick: And away he goes with ity as if the world
(s this inference 15 ) were ali his own, and knocks all cn the head with
a killing Inftance ‘which that T may fill open more vibly to the
Readers, T muft beg rardon that 1-#m necellitated to repeat over again
their ewn Words fomerimes npon occafion. The h;po!‘.'{:r Laith, Buwt be
means we bave no Comprebesfive kitoweledge. His meaning is giod and true
batt bis infevence is farknanghe, if be means therefore e snderftavd not at
allthat this or that is Declered.  Bur the Author neithes I;tys_ Hor means
any fuchthing, and the Expofer does him notwi-hflanding hisaverment
totheContrary , themoft manifeft wrong imaginable : foras much as
he would not only fix a falfé meaning upeh the Authors words which I
firtk mentioned in the beginning, but upon thefe other words alfo
which , contrary totheir plaine fignification, he produces fer proof
againft him. They are by the Expolfers own refation, If then cur Reafon
mrdcrftand wot swhat is Declared (which is the very Equipollent of whag

the Authot had (aid, that we have no Comprehenfive knowledgeof the,

matter Declared ) bom can we by veafon make awy Deduiion by way of dr-
gument from that which we underftand wot? Nomere. From whence it is
evident from that virtual repetition and matwal reflediion that every
Conclufionhath of and upon its Premiffes, that the full fenle of the
words muft be — from that whish we underfland not, Comprebenfive, And
yet he faith that he does him no wrong , heis fure hedoes not in affix-
ing this meaning 1nto thofe words. And proceeds,Ts it even f52 Thes let
#s prct the Cafe with reverence that Almighty God, who affuming I fappofe,
the foape of anAngel , treated with Abraham face 1o face , as & man doth
n:i:HJi.r Friend, Shkonld for once bave [poken in the [ame manner, 10 Ar-
rivs or Socinus, and made this one Dcclaration, that the Catholick
Churches Delirine of the Ttimity mras true, and bisfalle : shen I demand,
would not this bave beey demonftration enaegh of the Faith which we eall ,Ca-
tholick cither to Socinus or Atrius 2 And yet all ﬁ?ff contradiflory Argw-
ments which either of them bad once fancied foinfolable, [uppefing thenr not
anfwered in particular, wonld remain agaivft it , and ftard as they did
before, any fich declaration, and yet all this without giving bim any compre-
benfive knowledze, This inftance is made in Confutation of his own
falfe fuppofiticn that the Authors words, if then onr reafon snderftand
ot with comprebenfive kmowledge' what iy declared | how can we then
make any dedwllion by way of drguments from that which we nder-
Jtand not, did in thewr true meaning liznifie how can we by reafon make
any dedudtion by way of Argument , from that which me muderffand soe
te bave been declared, or, that T may p it it the furtheit Icin imaginable;
to
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to the Expofers [Rirpuf'e or fervice, how can we by reafon wudetfiand that it
is declared, which is to impofe a moft ridiculous and impoffible fenfe up-
on the Auchors plain words; forif we neither underftand That nor What,
there is an end ofallunderftandins, Yeradmirting, here, fayes the Ex-
pofer, 1 have flated youa Cafe which proves the contrary , for here
Ayriss or Socinus have wo comprebenfive kuowledge of what is declared, and
yet they snderftand that it iv declured : and doulbitlefs the Author would
fay {o roo,without evermeaning the Contrary: yea and that this revelation
would have been demonflration enough of that Faitb, which we call Catho-
Jick, But what would become of their former Contraditiory Argunients which
the Expofer faith, would fand as they did before, and remain againft its
I cannot vouch for the Author, that he would be of the fame opinion.
For I cannot comprehend though God had not anfwered thofe Argu-
ments of theirs,in particular as the Expofer puts it,that thofe Arguments
would or could remaine againft ir, and ftandas they did before any fuch
declaration, to Arriusand Saciuns after they had received a fufiicient
demonfiiation from Gocs ownmouthby New Revelation. They would
indeed remainazainft it, and fland as they did before to Mr. Sherlocke.
Bur when I have thus given the humorous Expofer his own will and
fiwing in every thing , ye this fuperlugary inflance does not {ervein the
leaft to Confiriae his Avgumernic that he makes againft the Aurhors
words, atcer his cransforming them : Fér here Arrius and Socinus only
bring their fenfe of hearing, and having heard this from Ged, donect
by Reafin make any Dedulion by way of Arguoment 5 but by a believing
knowledge do only affent tothis, fecond furiher Revelation: Norcan
they then from this fecond Revelation make any. third ftep cf Argument
roextend it beyond its own tenour , without ncurring the Authos
juft & wile Argument again; thac feeing our reafon nnderfands not what
it declared, T mean we bave no comprebenfive knowledge af this Ditlrine of
Trinity. (Which the Expoler fuppefes to be declare 1) bow can we by
yeafin make any deduilion by way of Argument from that which we sn-
derfiand not, to wit, not comprehenfively? As I have abundanely cleags-
ed.  Burthis inflance was at firftextingnifhed s when I fhewel inthe
beginningthat he did impertinently adnce the Authors words, and
forzehis meaning,
I'n the mean time , though hefiich put the Cafe with Reverence, when
the Cafe fo put cannot admit ir, Icannctbut at laft refleét, uponithe
Expofers unpardunableindifcretion, in thismore then abfurd and mon-
firucus reprefentation of God almightyafuming the thape ofanAncel as
he faith hetreated wi-h dbrabam face to face av a manidorhy wis b his
frien 1, to Dilcourfe with Arriws and Sovimes.  Thefe are fmall efcapes
wi h which he aptly intraduces fuch an interview and conference that

ke teeated onr 4th. Abvabam face o face, a5 @ may dath with bis f]-in:? ‘-L
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for ivistrue Abrabamis Stiled the friend of God , and that God fjio _
toliim; ‘burleis never faid & Scriprure that God did Trear, thae is
a'word of Court, notof Scripture : No nor that God ffoke to bimé faze 1o
face. Buritis faid in. Sriptwre only of Mifer, Exod.33. 11. The Lord
fpoke #o bim faceto face a5 a man fpeaketh snto bis friend.  But thar was
a priviledge peculiar to Mofes.  Numbers 12, §. And the Lord came dowim
ina Pillariof Clond, and {tved in she'door of the Tabernacle of the Gengrega-~
tion, and called Aaron and Miriam , \and they both caime forth, and be faid,

“hear wore my words if there be a Prophet among you, I the” Lord will make
wiy [elf known 3o bim ina Vifion, and will fpeak snto bive in a Dream : w
fervant Moles is not [o who is faithful in all ‘my boufe , with bim will I Pmi
wioth 82 mouih  even appaveutly and notin darke Speeches, and she fimilia
tude ofthe Lord fhall be bebold, wherefore then were not you afy afé to ﬁf’fﬁ
againft my Servant Mofes? (the Expefer isnot afiaid to do himmanife
iﬁ'}ur}r.) for Deut. 34. 1o. And there arofe not in Irael a Prophet like mnto
Mofes, whom the Lord knew face to face, &c.  And much more mighe
be (aid of this matter,were the man capable of it : But I perceive he nei-
ther reads nor underftands Scripture, and one Divine Criticifm is ftock
enough it feems to fet upan Expofer.  Neither is it fo notorious an
ervour that he faith God affumed the fhape of an Angel toMtrear with

“him., T would be glad to know of the Expofer, feeing he is%o Cheypue
bick. what is the fhape of an Angel 2 Some humarie Criticks have rold
me thar it was the fimilitude of aCalfe. But Gods appearinzina fha e
to Abrabam, when he treated with him fice to face was in the thape of
anan: Gen, 18 1,Tbe Lord appeared to bim inthe Plane of Mamve as be faeé
it the Tent door, and [0 three mesn ftood by bim, &c. Thele are eafie li
and he chat ftumbles and falls not, gains a ftep. Yet for oneas hemoc

the Author p. 2. That appears as one drop’d down from Hesven, vouching

bimfelfa Sou of the Church of England, teachiug as one having autbority like
a Fatber, rotrip in this manner, is fome:hing indecent, "But to ﬂring
God in tofo little a purpcfe, contrary toall rules, rthat I have feen one
with a better grace brought down by a Machine to trear with Arrins and
Socinwry mo other Company, thofe who have contended againft the
Son of'God and his Holy Spirit,whofe Opinions have bezn the Peft ofthe
Clergy for fomany Ages, tohave themnow at laft broughe in'as Pri-
valo’s to the Myfteries of Heaven, and the Tiinity ; whac Divinein his

Wicts bug would rather have loft an Argument ! Whar will the Gentle-

man [ laft named fay, tofee fucha recenciliation , to behold Arrins
and Socinug in (o clofe Communion with God, as to be admirted even to
fingle Revelation : He cannot then avoid thinking, what ke Jarely
‘printed, and now with morereafon: That Gud is all Love and Patiense
when he bas taken bis fillof Revenge, as othersufe to fay the Devil is good
when be is pleafed. Whara thame is it to have men likethe Expofer,who are
de-
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e icated to thefervice ofthe Church, and whooughe asin the place

uoted by the Authorin the prefent Argument,they ot all other to hold
talt the form of found Words, thus by cheir rafh levity adminifter {fomuch

occafion upon the mott revered (ubjet, thar one cn fcarce anfwer

themin their own dialelt withour feeming , though never foaverfe to
border upon their Profanenefs. But thefe are the Divines in Mode, who,
being by their Dignities and Preferments plump’d up beyond humane
roportion, do whether for their Pride or Ignorance, neither uncer-
ftand themlelves nor others, (men of N nn%.:nii:) much lels do they
underftand ro {peak of God, which ought to betheir fiudy, with any
tolerable Decorum, Theleare the grear Animadverters of the times,
the Church-refpondents inthe Pew, Men that feem to be members on-
ly of Chelfy Colledge, nothing but broken Windows, bare Walls, and
rotten Timber., They with a few Villanous werds, ‘and a feared
Reafon arethe only Anf{werers of good and ferious Books: Fur then
they rhink a Book to be fure fully anfwered, when asche Expoler has
by an bumane Criticifme , they have writ or {cribled the fame number of
pages. FortheAuthors Book of the Naked Trath, chancing to Le of
fixty {ix pages,the Expofer has not bated himan Ace, but payed him ex-
attly, though not in as good Billet , Ett in as many 'Nm-cga + This be-
ing done, thenthe Expoler ubiquits himfelf, peeping at the Key-holes,
or (}ﬂckmgthc Locks of the Bed-chambers of all the Grear Minifters,
and though they be reading Papers of State, orat the Stool more feafon-
ably obtrudes hisPamphler.Next he {ends it by an exprefs to his friends ar'
the Univerfities, but elpecially to his own Colledge, and an fcarce re-
frain from recommending it to the Turors to infiruct their Pupills,
reading it to them in lieu of other Le&tures. Bur they are lay'd in for
provifion by the Manciple and Butler , and that Quarter few efta
without being {conc’d for an Animadverfion. The Cauntry Cathedralls
Jearn it lateft, andarrive by flower degrees to their undeiftanding , by
the Carrier. It grows a bufinefs of Chapter, and they admire it in bedy
as a profound Bock of Theology. Thofe of *em that can confide in one
another, difcourfeit over in private , and then ’tis odds, bur, before the
Laity get notice of ic, they firft hear it preach’d over by him whofe
turn it is next Sunday in the Minfter, the reft conceal the Fraud for the
reputation of the Diocefs. After the Bock is grown common the Plagi-
ary wonders how, bur that proportionable wits jump together, the Ex-
pofer could hit foright-upon bis Notions. But ifthe Dean forefee rhat
*tis a very vendible Book, he you may imagire foreftalls the Marker, and
fends up for a whole Dicker of "em roretaile at his beft advantage, All
this while the lictleEmiffaryes here in townare not idle,but hawke abour
from London to BWftminfter with theirBritches ftiffe with the Copyes,
and will feli chemto any onefor Commendation, Nor do they gruize
. F this
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ehis drudgery out of the hog* and vifion that I:’hﬂg: hemfelves alfo: may,
at fome happy hour or other, bereceived incothe ban| of Anlwerers

and meric the fame Applaufe andadvancement. ‘Bur ifthey found it fo -

hard ataskas I do this, fure they would be becteradvifed. 'Tis agreat
paine to anfiver, even an Animadvecter ; theyare much haPp}rer, ot the
rwo, “tis better by far Preaching, and a Sermon is foon curryed
over.  Yer fometimes ir happens che Printing ofa Serimon is toijiome
afterwards and hazandous ;| tor even onethat was preached before His
Majefty, and by hiz fpecial command to be Prinved, is ir feems making
overagain, there having been fure fome error in‘thie Fonte, and has lay'd
{everal months in- difobdience. But when it fhall come our pew
vamp’d and refireed, it will bea queltion. warthy the Schooles, whe-
ther it be the (ame Sermon, ‘and 'whether hehas not prevavicaed againit
his Majefties (jetiad Command, and Sizn’d ox, by Printing wichout a
Licence. Yer I rthemexped chagafteral, ic will incure the fame face
with that niemorable Sérmon preached before the Houfe of Commions,
ar their 1eceiving the Sacriment upon the firft opening of the Parlia-
ment: Which for fome dangerous epinions there veared, was fo far from
ever;coming forth, that one mighe fooner have cobrain’d His Majeities
{pecial Command againit ever Printing ir.. But torequrnto the Expofer,
whoby thisimpertinence has forced an occafion: upon me: to refle
on fomie Fere who are guilty of the fame, and may thank him for the
favour, May not,with more reafon p.1. then he fairh it ofthie Aurhor, the
Ghurch jujty cemplaine Kﬁiﬂ for thras ing out fush cride indigefied matter,
withostcommunicat ing thefe sonceptions of bis to fome that would bave fhewed
bimkthe weak and blind fides of theni? 1 profefs afeer thofe paf'ages ofhis
thar I'haveilveadyrdken hotice of, i and chis egregious one the laft,
whetein by {ofew lines hie hath o amply molefted the Judicious Reader,
I do not think I ow him the parience to confider what remains with the
{fame exaftnels, €every thingthar headds henceforward growing metho-
dically flighter-and worfeas it haftens to, the CenterofiLevity, the
Conclufin n ofhis Pamphler. Yer {omthing I will reply all along, wich
more juftitethén he prafilestoward the Author, for whereas he picks
out hereand cthere whavhe thinks tendereft’in him to tire upoen, and
renderit by his affefied mifreprefentarion obnoxious, butr fhues his
eyes as not being ableto indwe the refplendence of thofe evident
‘Truths which he delivers with great demenftration ; I fhall inthe Ex-
pofer only ctderve and qeal with what feems the leaft inpertinent.
Ouly T may hot'perhaps think him worth rhe tranfcibing fo punétually
a5 1 have donehiterto, but for brevity more often refer o his own
aApes,
: Therefore bepleafed o look on his p. 7. where, relating to whar the
Autbor had (aid p. 4. of the Proceflion of theHoly Ghoft, whﬂtiz th:.
: ree
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Greek Creed and ours differ, he mufiles it all up wich (aying thar yer 1his
breaks st Communion betmeen ws ) the difference \avifing only from the In-
adequation of Languazes. Whichiis a.Mathemarical and more Civilway,
either ofowning his Ignoiance in fo weizhty a point, ‘or confefling thay
he cannot anfwer what the Auchor baclifaid upon i Ifly reafon ofthe
duadeguation of Langwages a myltery {0 inexplicatde could not be expreffed
why did either our Church ortheirs meddle inlic beyond the Seriprure?
There s no Tuadequation betweenshe Langnages, in{peakingofit, Dik
an:h Apaa Pitre Filiogue,and a Patre per Filism :/ From the Eat biy and i,
or From the Father By the Sour . Proceeding -or: Sending ;- But no-lan-
guage e reach the masure of Profefiion ot Miffion, ‘nor to 'vepre-
fentto hupune underftanding how they canoboth be.the: fime | or
wherein they may difer..  He does inthis as the gwrian Bifhops intheir
fubferiptinn of rhe Nigexe Creaitor Fovimmus Socr /3¢ ¢ 2viwhich now
they faid they coultt do witha geod Confciende; underfiandinkg sdgie ok
cabulum fisbflantie apud [antion Patres ad conficersidinemt Gridei Sevmpiis eapi
*Tisan happy thing T fee ro find: our Church in“good hugiour; elfe 'thé
might have made more adeeahout an Article of Raitlr, a5 e does abiout
much lefier matters. *Tis not firangerhar the Expofer finds no' greater
diiference.or difin&ion between, verms fo diftant, feeinginthe laf Pas
ragraphabove, hie was fo dull that) he' underftood not TPhar’ i5 W his,
Bur he moft aptly eancludes huw Deinofthenes’ smnes anfrvered the Orajoh

fEfchines, who kept.much adoe about. ain impraper word, | 1 The' Foyizner of

Greece do not dependupanit, * So'trivialaching it feems does 'tHe Ex.
pofer reckon it,  to haveimproper words obtruded upsn Ch'iftians in a
Creed, withour believing ot which na man can be fived, and whereup-
oithe Eaftern and weltern Churches divided: witly fo miueh concernt
menr. - Bur how proper and inzehiousa contrivance was 1 of the Ayt
thor( who iz the very Cannon of Concihnidy ) to bring in Demeftbelrer att
Ffehines, as'beiug doubtlefs botlr of ‘the: Gresly Chuieh | to decide rhik
miater in Controverfy: of the Proceflion or Miffion of the Holy Glioft
berween themand theWelt. Amiiachur,’ whenfoever you rake the Pew
agaln, be fure you forget not Demofthenes anit Bfehives : For it-will be
£0 you as goodas current Money., \whichanfwers all thinzs. * The Exi
poler, though here fo geitle, yer, 'in thevery page before ¢ his wus as dog=

_ ted; ro as good men as the Greeks fome of them, the Papifts; Dueherans,

and Calvinifts.. The guthor, hefayes, may make st bold ‘with them a5 be
pleafes, for we ave wone of thefe, I amnor bownd to make War'in'their vindi
cationt, Bucifhefhould once Kyrie Efsefon; what would become of ys?
Good:Mothier Church of Eugland mainicaine this himbr vhbrow, carrely
it ony, buiaboveall thinzsmake muchrof this rhy Expoférs~ give him
any shing,thinkhorhibe tadgood for him;o Happy'the Clilinch thichach,
and mifevahlé that wants fuch 2 Chamipion ! w13
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Bur I muft find fonie more evpeditious way of dealing with him, and
waike fafter, for veally I gercold, The force of all that he faich in
the 8, and 9. pages, is to reprefent the: Auchor ridiculoufly and. odis
oufly, as it upcn his wifhing thar Cemftantine had commanded both
parties Homoosfian, and Homoioufian to acquiels in tthe very Scripture
Exprefficns, wichout any addition, whereby heis confident the Arrian
Herefie had foon cxpired, hedid by confequence cur Poe-dike to let ina
Elcod of all Herefies, uipen the Fenns of Chriftianity. - But the words
with which hecuts the Author down, are : 1Why, this was the defizne of
the Arvians themfelves, that which they drove at Caurt, that filence might be
impofed om both Partics. Well, and “twas very. honelt ly done of them
and modeftly, and lile Chriftians, if the Controverfie arofé, as men
think about the Impofing of a Creed, or Article concerning a Queltion fo
fine, inWards foGrofs, which yet aman muft Believethat wichout
Believing it , mo mancan be Saved’y though no humane underftandinz
can comprehend the fubjeét of the Queftion, nor the Saripture Ex ref-
fions, as they conceived, did reach ir. There is field enough for Faich
in the Scriptures, without Jaying our moreto it ; and to refigne their
Reafonto Ec lilenced ina Queftion, ftirred up by others; thar Peace
might be eftablifhed in the Church, was Ingenuity in them: and
the contrary proceeding of the Church was the ocfion of mu
other Herefies thar elfe had neverbeen heard of. But the Expofer ha
faid fomehing, ifhe could have divined that they would have ufed this
filencing the difpute by Conflantine as the Arminians ({othey werear that
time called ) did the fame in the Reigne of his late Majefty, who procu-
1ing 2 command from him to prohibire all writing or preaching abour

thole points, havinz thereby g-agﬁd ::h‘:i; ?:v;ﬁ;ai?a?tedtigcil? thr[el_
1 EV o oW

Prefs and the Pulput Joofe more ¢
Doéirines, That which the Expofer drops in the ardour of this Argu=
ment, p. 9. How many terms in the Athanafan Creed, wbhich to feek_ for in
the Apofties Creed, or inthe whole Bible, were to as much purpofe as it was
for the old affeied Ciceronian in Erafmus te labssr and toile bis Brains to
surn that Creed into Ciceronian Latine. et thefe are the terms in which the
Cathelick Church thowght (he [poke [afely in thefe Divine matterss is, tutidem
verbis, efther tobeg the Queftion or make a formal refignation of ir

And our Church (hewfoever elfe he may have oblidged her) has reafon

torefent this indifcretion. Why was fhe her felffo indifcreet roadmic
fucha Blab into her fecrecies ? How. if no man elfe ought to haveknown
it 2 Trican ill macter to put fuchthings inmens minds, who other-
wile perhaps-would never have thought of ir. "Tis enouzh ro'turna
mans. fromach that isnor in firong helth, not only azainft che Arb.-
mafian Cree ), but againftall others for its fake. He fiith p. 8. Scoffing-
ly chat the Author is one of thofe whom St. .Pan! forbidsito be admitredts

aiy.
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ity donbeful Difpusations s But lecthe Expefer fee whether it be not
himfelfracher that is there fpokenof.  Ant wichall thac he may make
fome more preper ufe of the place, which he warily cites not, I 'recom-
men | ic to himin order to his future difpu-e abour Ceremonies: 'Tis
the 14, Rom, v, 7, Where St. Pawnl calls him that'conren’s for them the
Weak Brother, Weak in the Faith; and fuch therefoie the Apofile ex-
cludes fiom doubtful Difpurations, fo that one gone fo far in Cere-
mony as the Expoler, had no Licenfe from him to- Print Aaimadverfi-
ons.

As to what he patches in p. 1o, upon the matter of School-Diviniry,
as if the Author poured contempt upon the Fathers ; Ireferre itto the
Animadverfionson the Chapter about preaching, and fhould I forget
I defire hinrto put me in mind ofir. And p, r1.and 12. where the Au-
thor having in his 2. and 3. p. faid that, Nene can force amother to believe,
o more then to read wherethe Candle does not give clear light, and more

_very fignificantly to that purpcfe ; the Expoler flying giddily about it,
burns his winzs with the very fimilirude of a Candle, ~ Sure if a man
went out by night on Tranelling, or Bat-fowling, or Proftoring, he
might carch thefe Expofers by Dozens, Butthe force of his Argument
is p-13. Whereasthe Author fayes, you can force no mans fighe or his
fanhly hereplyes, Ifit bevot in any mans power go Difcerne Fundament sl
sruthss (of which this Chapter treats) swbenthey are laid bifore his Eyes
when there is a [ufficient propofel, then it is mome of his fault.” Yet this is
as weak as water @ Eor, fuppofing a Fundamental Truth clearly demon-
firated from Scripture, though a man cannor force himfelf to believe it,
yet there is enough to render 3 mnn inexcufable ro God.' God bath ot

been wanting (one ofthe Expolfers foraps) in weeeffaries : but 1 hope he-

will noteompel God too, but that he may difpenfe his faving and effi-
caious Influence (without which all thar fufficient Propofal hefpeaks
of will have Leen infufficient; ) only to the minds of whom he pleafes.
The Aniwadverter in defending thata man can force himlelf to Lelieve,
argues againft Experimental Demonftratien (try it inany man inevery
man) bue raifes only a maligne igncrant and caviliinz difpure,, herein
ro reduce the Authcr wo the Dregas, forfooth, of Mr. Hobb's bis
Fivinity, 1 C. It ig not the man's fault, faith be, if be cannot belicve afier
a [ufficient Fr?aﬁ:f. He faith, be is fire, too it is not then the man’s faulr.
(fo inthe Difpute lately about Thatand Whae, he {aid, be was firre be did
the Autbor nowreng) But I defire him firlt to read Romans %] the 4, 5, 6.
verfes, with theContext : But efpecially Romans 9. from the 1 3. to the
22. verle, where the Apoftle introduces'a man cbjefting in the fame
words to the fame purpole, Thox wilt [ay snto me why doth Ged yer find
fanle, &c. And if the Expofer will not rake the Apoftles Anfiwer, bue
be fure ol the contrary, then he roo cannet, it feems firce bimfelf 1o be-

lieve
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Lieve after what heought to have allowed fora fufficient Propafal, Bug
where the Author fuppofes that gny man doesclearly ov fulkciently des
mentbate a Fundamental Truth from Seripeure ; yet unlefs a mans Braing
bec ear it i3 to him no demonftration. You fuppofe that all of you do
clearly demonfirate, {o thatifthey don’t Believe you may jultly open
their Eyes witha paire of Pincers, Whereas there are fome Few among
the Femw, fuch Spermologers, thar unlefs a grainof Faith fall down, by the
by, from Heaven your feed is Bacren. I do not reckon much npan. a
Church Hittorical devilifh beliefe, Unlefs a thing be in the Exprefs words
of Scripture, there are fome of the Laity to whoma Counfel cannot«cle-

monftrate clearly , a Preacher cannot demonftrate, {neezing Powder -

caniot cemonfirate, no Earthly can doir. Chyift uled Ch{ﬁindpzd, bug
st was his Spitele that gave the healing quality, and cured the Blind man,
Alas you are (g wifein your own conceit, thag you' cannot conceiye
hiow fimplelome poormenare.. He fuith;, the. Reafon which helps every
man to [re thefe Fundamental Truths, at leaft when they arve fbew'd and
pointed ot to hine (fuch Truths you muft canceiveas the Creed Eodtrines
of the Trinity) is avwlgan aind popular thing (what need then (o many
Difputesin theCouncills? and fire the duthor, that be may met admit
any mans hypocrifie and wilfulnefs to be grafs and palpable, imagins there ave
aworld of Idiats, ~ So the expoler weufd' now cokesthe Lay-mulrirude,
whom teforehe call’d the buidred thaufands, and sbe many, and for theie
fimplicicy exccufable from fiebferibing the 39. driicles, to be grown op the
fucdain fo very wife nien; thar he may with jultice. therefore compel
them by carporal punifhments or penalties tobelieve in tpight of their
“Teeth or theip underfrandings. Alasifany men, confider. thole Funda-
mentalTruths, . fofubjed he faich to vulgar and popular realony, it is
‘one of the difficulelt things inthe world, and yer move to-thofe who
are moft removed from being Idiots ra believe them ; and fomer men b

theic clear Demanftations, - by their fufficient Propofals, by their Creedls
bave rendered it f1ill move difficulr. ‘Why have I walted all this on the
Expeler who, (whetherit be-his fault or no) Tet cannot farce himfelf
te Believe even the Naked Truth, though: o clearly demonfirated from
Scriprure (and the Expofer I fuppofebelieves.the Saipture ) though fo
Confopnant and  obvious to themoft vulgae and popular, reafon, but Be-
lieves ‘his own Animadvetfions, againft the moft vulgar and populap
Realon,eo L ¢ a fufficient Propofal to the Contrary.2 In the13 and 14, p.
Apeaking of that place Gal. 5. 12. whichthe Author underltands of the
Magiftrates Power, butthe Expofer willhaveto be Excommunication;
1 crave Jeave to difient from both.of them, humbly. conceiving that the
Word there of Custing off isyather meant inthe ufual fenle of Saipture
ina wultitude of plices,® for Cods taking them of by his hand.  Bur
whatloever it bey I defire; the Expoler for his own {ake to take ;i:]ch
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heed that, whether it be Executing, or punifhing, or Eanifhing,or Ex-
communicating , or taking them away Gods hand of fultice, the
Apeftle fpeaks of fuch as taught for Circumcifion, and alluding to the
word wifhes thar they wererather cur aff. who trouble the Galatidits a-
bout the retaining of thar, and who would oblidge them contrary to
their Chriftian Liberty to fuch Fewifp Ceremonies.

For whar hehales in of the grear and notable effeftp. 14. of confe-
rences, wifhing that there were {uch held publickly or privately to fa-
tizfie the Non-conformifts ; truly thoughthey beno great men; yet
per haps it were fit they were firit fatisfied whae kind of Reception rﬁey
fhould meet with. But I doubt fuch Conferencesin Publick are but the
Refemblance and Epitome of General Councils. For that of the Sazoy
in which he inflances it might almolt as well have heen in Piemont. A man
difineeffed eicherway, might make a pleafant ftory ofthe Auecdita ofthar
Meeting, and manifeft how-well his Majefties Gracious Declaration, be-
fovehis return, and his Broad-Seal. afterwards were purfued. But it i3
not my prefent bufinels. Bug for fhortnefs fake, as to his defite That be
that does ot believe the notable effelt of thems would but read what my Lord
Bifliop of Winchefter primted of that Confereyce, where the Aduerfe Party
was driven immediatly to affert that shatfoever may be the occafion of fin to
any muft be takenamway : 1 thall as civilly as Ican, though I deferve much
to his extraordinary veracicy, tell theExpoler I.do nor believehim.

I comenow to what he p. 14,15, 16, 17, andinother places declates
to behis Judzement, as to Compulfion in matter of Faith and Religi-
on, The Authors opinion appears inthe beginning, where I ftared his
own words thorow this Chapter. The expofe does beat the aive, p, 14-
concerninz the Donatiffs, a mult fedizlous and eurbulens fed, wbo faith
the Author (as it is objedted by thofe that would have Force ufed)
fime of them came to St Auguftine and gave thanks, tbat the Civil Power
was made wfe of 1o teftraine them, confeffing that was the means that braught
them ta confider more calmlytbeir own former extravagant opinions 5 and [0
browught them bome tothe trxe Church, But he quarrels the Authos for his
four anfwers, againft the Magiftrates ufing thic asa Precedent. The
firl, our Cafe is not ine vepreffing feditions Pradlifes,, but inforcing a Confef-
font of Faith. 1 willreturn ftraight to the Expofers Anlwer to this. The
Authors fecond is 5 snle[s it can be evjdenced that their bearts weve chang=
ed 45 well as their Prof effiont (a thing imphffible to prove) all this proves ao-
thing, Nelther doesit. Forthe difpute now betwixt ¢he Author and
his Adver{ary is, whether it be/pofiible to campel a_man to belleve.
This inftance proves only that thofe Danatiffs were forced ro come Lo
Church.Therefore there cannot be a more uncharitable. and difingenuous
thing inven-ed, then for the Expoler to upbiraid him wizh {fucha recers,

for ought be kpows they were Hypocrites : (the Author does fay fo) fo for-
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aught we to know this Author is all this while a Jefuite, and writes this!
Pampblet only to imbroile us Proreftants. But he muft make fume {putter
racher then be held to the teims of the Queftion : and truly I perceive
Antiochus is very weary and fhifes like a Ciane (not o inftance ina
worfe Bird) firft one foor and then another ro reft on, being tired to
ftand fo lonz wichin fo clofea Circle. For thirdly the Author anfwers,
Pt the café their bearts were really changed, a5 to matser of Belief, "#is
cvident their bearts were vory seorldly fiill, grovelling on carth not one flep
wearcr Heaven : He will not be candid wiﬁmut Compulfion, but leaves
out what follows; and fure their beart ‘was evil, which was far more
moved for the quict enjoyment of this worlds good, then for the blffed emjoy-
mentof Chiift, Tn earneft I'begin to think 'an'Ex\]ml‘cr is a Rational
Creature. For had he mot enpurpofe left thefe laft words out, he
could norhavecryel, A borrible charitable faying ! We may forgive she
Author any thing afier thiss whichisallthe Anfiwer he gives: {o charic
able i3 the Expofer erown rothe I—'m;lfg.r, forevery man that will come
to Church is ipfo fafte with him, atrue eliever, Burirdid intruch ap-

¢ to have been {o, and thereis not the leaft uncharitdblenefs inthis -

that the Author hasfaid s For by thofe Donarifts own confefiion, it was
not any love ro that which they now owned for the Truth to St.Autin,
notany Cenvifton of Conftience, not {o much as even an inclinacion,
tocbey the Magiftrate 5 but meer fine force and fear of Punifhmen:
thar brought thea to Church, and whatfoever good came on’t was by
2ccident. Whether might not amanadde that their giving thanks for
that force, and o owning that Principle of Compulfion, was a furthet
evidence thit their heart was naught fiill, even while they were with
St. Auguftine? Tthink a man mizhe, untill I be betrer informed.  Bur
the Author having givena fourth anfwer that, [uppofe they were now
veally brought aver 1o the Trab of the Church of Beliefe,and Religion by the
Magiftrates feverity, (Iexprels it thus that I may not with the Expofer
rifle aboutthe Fews care) yet St. Panl hath faid, God forbid we fhoxld
do cvil that good may come ef it ? This is anfwer enough fora man ofun-
derflancting. For it is not lawful, fuppofe for St. Auftinhimlelf, to be-
auileany man even into Chriftianity : unlels as St. Pasl perhaps, 2 Cor.
12. 16. Being crafty caught the Corinzhians with guile, by preachinz the
Gofpel withont being burthenfome tothe people. No man ought to cheat
another thouzh to the true beliefe: Not by Iuterlining the Seripture.
Not by falfe Qotationof Scripture, orota Father. Not by forging
a Hea:hen Prophecy; or altering an Author. Notbya falfe Svllogifine :
‘Not by rel inzalye forGol. Andifno Pettie-Frawd much lefs can a Pra
Visbe allowe I, tocompell them to Faith, compell them to a Crez 1,
{eeinm it mere to do evil that geod may come of i+ much lefs to aCreed not

by
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ulfion, feeing it isimpofible ro com | aman to believe, and

by
forie Divines ‘teach us ro believe (though I fufpend, ) that even God
hi

imfelf cannot, or doth not Compel men to Believinz. Bur now it

falls in naturally to me to be asgood as my word, to conhider what the
Expoler replyes to the Authoc’s ficlt anfver concerinig the Denatifts,
chat owr Calk is of inforcing a Confeffion of Faith, not concerning Jeditious

Prﬂﬂjﬁ.f, afwﬁi;b the Donatilts were nutn-rr'nuf?y gﬁ'fft}r, in whch Cafe be
bad fhown before, thas the Civil Magiftrate may P aceed te Pumifbment,

wherein che: Auchor realons with bis ufial jufinefs, andil thoughavery

{lender acceflion, cannot bug come into him. For St. Paw/, inthe 13.

‘Chaprer of the Rom.awe, laying out the Boundaries of the ,Dury of

Chriftian fubjeéts and the Magiftrates Powe: sRaich, Ralers are nor(cughe
not 1o be ) a terrour to good works, but so evil, and fo forward : bur to
the Chrittian people he faich,they muft be fubjedt not omly Sor wrath as tlipfe
Donatiffs weieafterwards, but for Confeience fake. And che fubjeétion
he defines is in doing guod, walking up: 1zhtly, keeping the Moral
Law, Fearing, Honowing, and Paying Tribute ro the Magifirate,
But not ene word faith the Apoftle of fzrhearinz to Preach out, of thag
Obedience ; faying 1n another place Neceffity isdaid seport one and woe i
senso me if 1 preach not the Gofpel : (and that [uppefes too. mee.ing ) and
¢ lirtle of Compéllinz robear. For in thofe rimes and a grear while
after; thevewas no inforcing te Chriliiznicy, It was very long befoi e
¢hat camein fathion: And, w itinz on the fuddain, I do not well
remember whether it dil ever before che dayes of Pigarre and dimagro,
the Apoftles of the Indisns. yet upon recolleétion’ it was {ooner.. Bug
whit faith che Expofer to this of ehe Dunarifts, whon the Auchorallows
only to have been punifhable only for e licious Pra&ifes, having before
declaved that for fuch as only refife.to canforme to the Chirches ctabliffed
Ditirine and Difcipline (pardon bim if he [ay’ resly be cannor find any war-
rait or ﬁ! much .H‘_:ﬂ{}l hinme ﬁ.:mlf:t Gu,@:! to ﬂﬁ' any Force 1o compel shem <,
and {rom Reafon fure there is no mitive to ufe furce, becanfe asbe frewed be-
fare, Force can't make & nan believe your Dolirine, but only as an Hypocrie,
Profefs swhat be belicvesnot, 1 e~pidt that the Expofer, in this place abive
all other, which I guels was his preatelt motive to this hmployment,
fhould ply and overlay him now with Eeafon, but efpecially witlht Scrip-
gure, ler us hear how heanfwers. T fay only his p:5. ( for le fpeaks
now of our Non-Conformifts) thevery Al againft them calls them Se~
dirious Conventicles, and openly to break fo maity katowa Lares of the Lind,

after fo many veinforcements, is viat this o be vurbulent ¥ This now youmult'.

underfiand to be Realon, and mor Scriprures That I fuppofe as the
fironselt is referved forthe Rear. Truly, (as facas aman can compre-
hend by comparing thac with other Ats of this Parliament, ) they did
only sppoint that the Penalcy of Se.iition fhould Jy asainft thofe chat
f equent fiich Meetings : asin the Aftazainit Iife Catel, ifit be not in

it felfa Nuifanceno Law-givers can makeic fo. Nor canavy Logiffators'

make
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“makerhat 16 be Sedition which is potiSedition in- its ©wn hasure: - %6
Prohibitions ofthat kind operate no more as te the intrinfeque Qualiry,
then a publick Aljowance of taking away any honefimens Goods by vig.
Jence and giving it another name, would extinguifh the Robbery, ft-4s
the King and Parliaments prudence to make {uch Laws;fandas long .z
they fhall continue of that mind, /it is reafon, the INou-Canformifts
thould lyeunder the Fenalty, which I humbly conceive igall tharcould
be intended, But the Expaler rivers,chis'with Realonagain,, ot Gofpel,
And was it atot pver underftood b in all Religionss. even in. Heathen Rome?
Zhe mojt learied P, Erodius tells sy (Does he {o ? What is ic I befeech
you) thas the Roman Sexate (the Expofer quotes it.ar Jarge as a of
great ufeand not to be hudled over; Tmuft: be glad to: con it)
wade an Aéi againft the Conventioles.af certaine Tunovators in theiy Religion
if any particular perfomjudged fiich.a faevifice 1o be neagflary, be nmft vapaie
fizjt to the Prator, beto the Senate, where the Quorum muft be an b
and they muft not neithey give bim leave if at all to have above five perfons pre-
Sent as the Meering. Tha felf (ame number, befidethe Diffenters own Family,
# fi fa forih indur'd by an AG of this prefem Parliament, that: there muft
be. more then Five to. make it a Comventicle. This is avery fubtile: Re.
marke that he has made, 3sifit were one.of thofe Wity accidents. of

Faortune, or an extraordinary hand of Providence; that the Senate of

Kome and the Parliament of England thould hic fo pat, uponan A of the
fame nature : And upon thae number of Five, However they areoblidg’d
to him, and he deférves the publick T hanks for furnifhi them; fo long
after, wicha Precedent. I confefs I alwayes wonder'd'e ey would al-
low them {o many as Five, for fear when, not: two. or three,” but Five
of ‘em were gathered topether God fovsld bear their requeft : and it feerd
therefore to mea Formidable Number. But where has che Examl])iie been
hid fo long > 1 believe the Expofers ftudy has laid much this way. Bur this
Wwas fo deep an Arcansm thar was fir for none bue an Arch-Bifhops Clo-
€ oI with he have come honeftly byit. Bur Murder I fee and T.heft will
out,, andfo this comes tolight by a blabbing Animadverter,- that cannoe
Kcep counfel, buc.will violate the Ecclefiaflical fecrer raghen themlofe the
Leachery of his Tartleand the vain-glory of his Pedantry.I could be glag
to know whar complexion this Expoferis of. I.am perf{waded, what{oever
hemay be now, he was once extreme faire : for.I remember fince [ was
4t School 1 thag the learned P. Ovidins told me, that the Crow was
ofce @ whice Bied, - andimuch in dpolle’s favour.cil} for: telling of Tales,
R G ¢  Sperantens non falfe premia bingue, . 0 it
il - o1 Inveriaves-albas vernir confiftere Corvum, ity
And of another, the faireft thing that ever eyes were Jaid on, but forcars
Eymg of Storyes, was rur’d inte a Jackdaw, and grew as black as 4
row, Filching, and Kaw me and Tle Kaw thee, ever after,
- And thar which {ure muft make him more bjack,more. a Jack~daw; and

like it, worthy. 1o be ¢xpelled from theguard, and from the protedtion
of Minerva, and who henceforward -, it Ponarur
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is, thit he does with open’ mouth' proclaim the Nakéd defipn of “dli
the Feém that dre of his Pﬂ!‘f}f. 2712 The Iewﬁlih Rome 42 ;n}iﬁf:ﬁuéﬂ oVice
week vabear o Chriftian Sermon. The{amb P 12, We'that wonld oblidge him
roopent bis Eyes whether be willor wo, p. 14, Tean ahly wifb for the prefent, thit
by forcing theminto oxr Churches, they may hear owr defences, p- 17- Ifpesk
wothing more againft themthen that they may be brough: to our Chierches, &¢.
All'this asche laft refiilc and - greateft'condelcenfion of  his Eccle fiaftical
Clemency. Ta conclufionhe declares he would have them forced : and for
whar manner of force; violenee, Funiﬂs&n’: or I)m_iulc_}' heleaves it'all open,
g0 as high as meh will. " Thele chings flill are not Scripeure neithér,
‘but Reafon. His firft Was an Heachenifh Reafon in oneflenie, ‘and this a
Fewifh inanother.For I confefs it is avery pregnant and sdeguate examplé,
and of great authority for us to imitate ; thac rhe Jews in lti"l{}mt' are eni-
firarned once a wedk 1o bear a Chriftian Sermon, Whar could therébe more
pioportionable, thento refembléthe proceeding with Chriftians amonj
themfelves here in Exgland, not differing inany point of Faith, withthe
proceeding ac Romeagainft-the Fews? Buetharche Expofer thould impli-
«itly liken'and compare our Bithops to the Pope;may perhaps not be taken
we'l)ly by eicherParty.  Sorthac Idare fay, had he'confulted with hisufual
Prudenee, hewould nor have difeblidged bothfides at oace. But for thie
:Precedent 1l have nothing ‘to oppelt tothis more then the firft, it being
-dox&rkﬁ:nﬁumb}a-ef ¢ét, as notable as thir of the Piemiat conference. On-
ly our ofthe affeétion I have'forhim, Inould wifh himvto correét here one
ip, if 1 be rightly informed ; for fome thar' have been abread fay 'his
relligence from. Rome has failed:him, for char it is not once a week,
but pnee ayeavthac the Fens arReme a1 e;oblidged. forced, torhear a Chyi-
JStian Sermigne  And therefore,when the Parlisimentsm! Iidultuns fits.aaain,
I would advife himnog-to-make his At roofevere hére upon this miftake,
then it 1s again(t thofe Jwdaick Non-Conformiifts ar Rome.

But the next Realon would be fo extraordinary troublefome to the Few,
thatare of the Expofers party and to him(elf that,if he had thorowly confi-
der’dic; Iqueltion whether he would have been fo charitable to che Pana-
ticks , -that he would oblige them foopen their Eyes whether they will or mo,
For it wou'd require two of the Church of Englend tor every Non-confor-
mift, unlefs ‘twere here and there one thit hadloft an'Bye in the Setvice,
JLefs would not dothe bufinefs d=cently, and thofe two alfo muft be w=(l in
order,to open the Non-conformifts Eyes both at once ,le& one Eye fhould
ibe of one.and the other Eye of a' contrary opinion. And then they hould in
humanity » give then fome interval for winking. Elfe they had as good
cutoff their Bye-lids, avthe Epifcopal Carrhaginians ufed the Presbytcrisn
Regulus  for k=eping in the true fenfe to his Covenant,' Buoton the othee
fide , it wou'ld look toobig fora Company of beggarly Fanaticks, tobe
waitedopon in as much Mn?:ﬁ,y as Obefbankunsgh che King of Virginia, that

-had two Squires of the Body in conftant attendance, to lift ap hus Eye-lids
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as ofc 3s he conceiv’d any man worshy eo be look'd upon:  But let the Ex-
jpofer order it as he pleales, 1 am not, bound to be any of hisSighe-loppor-
gers. Oaely this, iz woald be very improper for himte chufeany one thatis
blind to thatemplopment, . For his feversl times repeated wilh , thar they
wmight be [orced to.come te Charch togive thews a fair hearing , and to bear
their difcourfes : cruly | believe they know. the Lionby the Claw, there is
‘a great part of Oratory confifks in the ehoice of che Perlon chat is to per-
fyade men. And a greae Skill of whatfoever Orator is, to perfwadethe
‘Auditory firft chat he himfzIf is an_bon:(t and s fair man.  And thenbicis
like to mak= the moreimpreflion enthem too, if he be fo,prudeat asto
chufe an aceeptable fubjed ro fpeak on, and manage it decently, wich fic ar-
gunents.and good language. None but the very rabble love to hear any
thing fcurrilous or railing ; efpecially if chey fhould hear chemfelves rail'd
.nnngy him, they wouldrk ready to give him the dne applaufe of Petroni-
s his Orator, withfl'nging the tones about his cars, and chen leaving him
to be his own Audicory, Now, they have had fo amp’e experiment of the
Expoler 15 to all chefe points, in his D fence again(tsbe N aked Trush, ehat
1 doube his perfwalion to this comming to hear uim or others , will be of
little force withtbem, and nothing would oblige thefe Dmavifistoit, bue
the utmot excramity ; nor them wauld they find themfelves ene ﬁT neaver hea-
yen. His Book is as good to them as a Sermon, and no doubt he has
preach’'d as well asprintedit, and took more painy in itsthin ordinary';
‘did his b:ft. Mufk they, will they think, be compelled tomake up the pomp
.of his Audicory 2 Mauft chey,while the good Popifh Fachers fuffer’d thole of
Chiaps to come to Chnrch with their Chicalsste pots, to comfost cheir
heicts, beinforcsd to come to Church by him , to have Snufh thruft vp
their Nofes toelear their Brains for them ’[is the onely way ro continne
and increafe the Schifme, Baitin good fober earneft, *cis happy chat fome og
_other of this Few chances ever and anon to fpeak their mindsour, to fhew
us plainly what chey woold be at.  Bzing confcious of cheir own unworthi-
pe’s, and hating to be reformed | it appeirs that thy wuld eftab'ifh che
. Chriftian Religion hy 8 Mabomset.m way, and gather (o muct Force that it
-miglt be intheir pow:r,ind we lie at the r mercy, to change chat Religion
into Heathenifme fudatfme, Turcifme anything. [ (peik with fome emoti=
.on, butnot without-good reaton, chat I qielt.on whether,ah'ch way foever
the Church Revenaes wereapplied , {uch of them would not betake the n.
felves to that [id= as nimbly as th: Nezdle to the Load Rone. "Have they
not already, ipfo ficto renounc’d their Chriftianity - by avowing this Prin-
c'ple, focontrary to the Golpel 2 Why do not they Perer Hermirein, and
ftir up our Prince to-an Holy War abroad, to propagate the Procsftint Re-
ligion . oratleaft o1z Difcipline and Ceremonics, ani they take the Frone
of the Bitzel 2 No cis much better lurkingiin a fat Rencfice hiere,and to do-

mincer in the r own Parithes above their Spiritnal Va(lils , and raife a kind

of Civil War ac home, bu: that noas willoppofe themy Why may they nor,
. - B !
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g0 well: as firce men to” Church . etam the Holy Sipper too down theif,
Throsts (havethey not done fomething not much unlike it) and drive them.
jnto the Rivers by thoufands to be baptized or drowned ¥ And yet this, af.
ter the King and Par'iament by his,cheir, Gracious 'ndulgence have eni@zda
Liberty for Five befid= theirown Family to meez together in their Religious
Worthip: and cosld nottherzfore in’end at thefame time to forcethen co
go to Charch with the utmoft or any fevericy. Whatcan be the endofthele
ghings, but to muleiply Force with Force , -as one abfardicy. is the eonfes
quence of another, till they may again hive debafcd the Realon and Spiric
of th: Nacion, to make them fic for Ignorance and Bondage ? Is it not rea-
fon, ifchey had care or refpe& to mens fouls (which they onely exercile ie
feems the cureof, perhaps not that neither | but evacuate onc Refidence by
anothee) co allow that men fhould addrefs chemfelves to fuch Minifter as
they think, beft for their fouls healih 2 - Men arcall infirm and indilpoled in
their (p ritwal cendition. . What fick man, bu, if a Paylician were intoreed
npon h.m, might i1 good prudence fulpeék it were to kill him, or that, if che
next Heir and the Do&or could apr:e,he would certainly doic? I flall con-
clude this realonable tranfport with remarking that although che Authoe
did modgftly- challmFe any man to fhew bim a warrant or colour or hine
fro aSceiptare , toufe Eorce to cenftrainmen to the BE&ahlithed D >&rine
and Worlhip,and offcr’d to mainzain that nothing is arore clearito be dedu-
ced ot is more fu'ly expre® in Scripture , nor is more (itable toNatural
Reafon, than that no man be forced in fuch Cafes; the Expoler took no-
ticeot it, yet.hath no: produc:d one place of §.ripture,. but oncly made ufe
of Force a . an Iavincib'e Reafoa; fo thar upon {ippofal,which none grant-
ed hvm, th ¢ all his Few. doclearly demonftrate from Scripture , whag is-at
b=(t £iere ore but deducible from Scripiure, he thinks, it railonableto 05-
) ge all men by force to come to.all their Parithzs. Andyet hie himlelf, who
doss (1lu pofeitoiely for the Cafes fake) beiieve the Scriptare although
he can o produce o:e p'are of Scripture for uling thisforce, andchough
ehe Auzhor has produced o many,. and urges the whole Scripiu el fuch
£) ce is noz to beufed , hsthhsbrains ney rihelels (o confuled, orfoots
durate » that hecaonot. force himief to helieve the Anthor : bae parfifts
in Lisnachriftian and unreafonable defire thar men musy be compelied , and
hereby deferves to be made an Exsmple of his own Principle. - Forherein
he exceeds Phoarash, whohad ten [(ufficient Prapofalsy and yct. hisheare was
fo hardaed, that h= would aot let 1fi4rl go.ouz of Egyps. but wisproof s
ainft M ricles. Baz He onely wonld imagine ehat the . fraclites wereidle,
and would therefore force ¢h:m to mike Brick. wichoug Siraw:: but the Ex.
po ers heatt and brains are (o harined that he will congeive all the Nom,
couformifls to be obflinate [o.1s or hypacrits, avd thetetore wiil compel thews
allto go to all their Parith-Charches, and to mike chieietore Faith wihoug
Reafon. And hence it is not onely probable but demonfkeable, il they wera
conpelled to go and hzar him and the Fewv of his Party > how well b= or

chey
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ool s Gde themfel vt tdo; dnvelrarlyldemedfloating fromSeiprthve e
mm?%m# ssitis extendad in il ¢h Creede, of which it
wias ciodzed in éhis Chaptet thit I have now done with ; ‘and truly slmof
with- thofe remaining, - LN U DR ST
: Fm‘lhmimendedg to have gone Chiapter by Chapeer, affixing a diftind
Title, ahe doestoeveryone of them ( thatmen may believe he has ani-
madverted thorow!ywithout reading) except that concerning the difference
between Bifhops and Presbyters, which, as being the moft éafie to'be ant
fwered, hethereforereferredto a Bithop. ' But in good esrneft, ‘after ha-
ving conlider'd this laft Chapter, fo Brutal whether as to Force I‘.'Itﬂelfm‘!“
I bave clung:d my refolution, For heargues (o delpicably in the reft, tha
even, 'who am'none of the bek Di/purers of thiis World, haveconceivid an
atter convempt for him. - He is a meer Kitehin-plunderer , ' and attacks but
the Bagpape, ' where even ‘the Suttlers' wmﬁqll betoo'hatd for hid, P. 18,
Does theExpofer allow that ander Conflantinus Pogondtus to have been
afree General Council ? In the fame pa&, 1f thé Expofet would fave done
any ching in his , Dic Ecclefie’,” he (hould have proved that a General
Council is the ‘Church , that there can be fuch & General ‘Coyncil , or
bath been 5 thine ¢he’ Chuech can impofe new Articles of Paith beyond
the Bxprefs Wotds'of Seripture ; * that a General Congil ciftfoderre in
mitters of' Paich ; "That the Church 6f'his making eannot erre'in matters of
Faith ; "Wheress our Church, Article 19. faith thus far ; The Churchof Jee
rofalem, Alexdandria, and Antioch, bave erred’s [o #lfo ‘the Chureh
Rome bath evred , not onely intheirliving and manner of Ceremonies, byt 4l
ift mdtrers of Fuith,'" This is'an Indd&i o' from 'Particalars’,’ and remark
the Title of the Artrclé, being df ‘the Church, Ours definesic, The ﬂﬁf&
Churélyof Chrift ii'a (Congregarion of \faihfub men, in which the pate Word of
Godis preached , and the Sactaments be duly miniftred , according o Chrifts
Oydinance in afl thefe things thatif neceffiry ave Yeguifite tothe fame. And
then, 'it th: Reader pleafe tolook onthe 20.and 21. Arricles following,
one éf whe Hiehotisy of the Churih', the other of the Autherity of General
Conndilt', « tinlefs a man wifl i!_lﬂll]'ﬁ'iﬂ!l.lﬂj' mitapply and mif-conftrue them,
thole three are'a Compendiotis dnd irrefragable Anfwer, not onelyto whia
he Tiichhére u;on'thi Appendix’, "butto his whole Book , from one end to
the ochier; p. To: 1 ask’hih when the Greek Church is excommunicare by
the Roniin ' whenthe Proteffants left the Roman Church, when we in Eng-
tanid-aré neither Papifls ; Eutbérivs , nor Calymifts |, and when in Queen
Marits tithe ‘We recurned to'the'Roman Charch , whae and where then was
Whﬁiik Charch , ' thatwas indéfe@ible and again® which the Gates
efl'did not prevail ?* Was'it 'not 'in the Savey ¥ Moreover 1 ask him
what hinders but 4 General Conncil may érre in matters of Faich, whea
we in England, thatare anothéer World, that are under an Imperial Crown,
Phiat" 4re novle of t kem ;' as'the Expofer wordsic , but have a diftin@ Cachos
el Faieh wichin ourPoar ‘Seas, did in'the Reéign ‘beforementioned (atid
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reckon how miny in that Convocation thofe 'were that diffented ) ag:in
make onr felves eme¢f them ? unlefs he bas a:mind to dofoteo, which
would alter the Cale exceedingly. P, 20, He quotes the A& 1 Eliz, cap. 1.
ler him mind.chat claufe init ,* &y the exprefs andplain words of Canonical
Seriptuye, and chen tell me what fervice it hath done him ¢ whecher he had
not better have let it alone , bur that it is his fate all along to be con-
demn’d out of his own mouth, which muft alwayes fucceed (0, when man
urges a Real Truch agaioft a Real Truch, P, 23, ] have realon to affirm
and he will meet with it (and has . already in che Author) thatthofe Gene-

_ral Councils. howfoever called, were 10 Reprefentatio toting nowinss Chrifli-
i but nominally : yea that fuch a Reprefentation could not be. P:22,He

expounds Scriprures here ; and thinks he does wonders in it, by, affaming
th= Faculties of the whole Body to the Mouth;, which Memh, he fsith
¢and infome, fenlc "tis very true , if a man would run over the Corcor-
dance) # rhe Clergy. - But I know not why the:Mouch of the Church fhould
pretend to be the Brain of the Church ; and underftand andwill for the

whole Laity. Let every mdn have his word about,and *tis reafon. We are a1l

at the fame Ordinary , and pay our fouls equaily for the Reckoning, The
Expofer’s Moath, which isunconfcionable, would not onely have allthe
Meat bug all the Talktoo s not onely at Church , but at Gouncil Table,
Let him read. Bithop 7 ay/or of Libercy of Prophecy. P, 2§ +The Expofer,
thatalwayes falfly Reprefent chis Adverfary, asan Enemy to Creeds, to Fa-
thers, (as afterwards he does to Ceremonics, to Logick, to Mathema-
ticks, to every thing that he judicioufly fpeaks and allows of) here. P: 27,
faich the Author (who delivers but the Church of Emglands Do&rine bere-
in, and wonld not have Divine Faith impos'd upon , nor things preft be-
yond Scripture ) in this matter of General Councils is guilty of snrhaught of
Popery, for the Papifis (really 1think he part'y. flinders chem herein) can-
si0f endure Coupcils, General and Free.  They allow many a'General Coun=
cil more thanwedo. - If the Pope do not, for fome reafon or other, de-
light in fome that are paft ; orin having new ones ; icdocs not follow
thac the Papifis donot.  Ithink thofe were Papills that ruffled che Pope
oo bere in the Weft , andthat atthe Council of Conflence burnt John Hur
and Hieromeof Prague, and refolw’d chiat Faich was not to be kepe with
Hereticks.. Buc pray. Mr, Expofer, «if we mufk give divine Faith to Ges
neral.Councils,. lecthe Author .ask.youin Iis tarn which are thofe' Gene=
ral,Councils 2 . How: thall we know thém? Why, onely fuch as sccord
with - S¢riptuge,  Why, thenwe, I mz2f you Mr. Expoler 4 make our
felvesy. .you ftill 5 Judges. ofithe Genecal Counciley the! fault you fomuch
condema the Ahor for, Butwhar Pepery , thoughe ot anthonght'of 5 are
you,. in thevery nexeline Jspuiley of j thacecall the PopesiSupremacy she
CQuineeffonce of iPoptry ? Spghac it frems thid Quintelleace of whe Contro-
verfiesbetwixt jour Choreh and rliciis 5 15, onely which fhall' Be Pope: for
the Articles of . Rejigion we do not fo r::':;uch differy, we need not much

com-
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compulfion ; though the Non-2onformifts may- 1thankyow, Mr. Exps-
fer, for your News: I had often heard it before, 1confefls, but till now
1 did never, and fcarce yeteans believeiw ivis racher to bewifh'd then

hoped for 5 a thing fo furprizi ngly feafonable. But for the good news, .

Mr. Expofer, 1 will give you four Bottles (which is a1l 1 bad by me , not
for mire own ufe, but for afriend upon occafion) of the Firlt, Second,
Third, and® Fourth Effence. Bat the Quintefferice I doubt would-be too
fieong for your Brain , efp:ciallyinthe morning when you are wri:inE Ani.
madverfions. P, 28 of Ceremonies he fports unworthily , as if the Au-
thor (poke Pro and Con, Contrad:étions : while, asa Moderator, he advi-
fes our Churelito Cond=fcenfion on theright 5 and che D (enters to fub-.
miflion on the left (how ars men-elfe to be broughe together?) He had as
gool call every man, becaufe he has two hinds, an Awmbidexter. He
would turn every mans Stomach , worle than the Singng-mens dirty Surpli.
ces , tohear him defend it fo foolifhly. P. 29, 30, 355 36. The beit of his
resfons for it are the Apparitions in white , inthe Evengelifts.  The Tranf
figuratisn, The Saints in white Liznen.- The Parity of & Miniffer, Why
chen does he not wear it all the Weck? ~The Bithop Sifynnins did fo; and
a Churchman asking him, why not in Black ? as ‘twas then themode, be
gave the fame reafons ;. and 1 believe Garnay the Non-conformift if, as
gthey fay, he went to Marketindc, learn'd them of him. Wy does not
the Expofer (there is more reafon in Scripture. Col. 4 6. Let your fpeech br

alwayes fesfmed with Salt , that ye say kyow how ye vight to anfier, every

man) carry a Sale-box alwayesin his Pocket, to be tafting of ? ‘for I doubt
be is of. the. $./e that bas loff bis favour: however T am-fure he is veryinfr
pd, andthismight corret ic : befide it mult have been of great-yertue,

when he was to animadvert on the Naked Truth , that bemight bave known -

liow.to anfirer bim, See Fox Vol. 3.p-§00. coli 2. what tie Martyt ; the

Conformable Bithop Ridley faith- ; would not be foreed towear ity be was .

mo Singer.. See astoaththefe things his beloved Tertullian, de (ore Mil. §i .

sdeo dicatsey Corowari licere , quia non probibeat Scriptura, ﬁéé retorqusbitur;
op Chryfoftome -,

sdeo Coromari.mon licere | guia Striptura now jubeat,- Bi
Or. 1. adverfus Judzos , Offendite eos ex Dek femtentid jrjumare.  Dwtd, niid
fins guivis ehricsate Jcelerativa eff jejunium. Etenim contra-quod fit ‘preter Dei
voluntatems ¢ff ommism pefimum.. Now enim ipla eorsm gus finnt natura, [ed
Dei voluntas ac Decretnm effieiv weeadem el bowa fine - vel mala. P,'33. his
jeering at the Authors 0b my Fathers , is inhumane ‘and impiouss bwr Oh
the pity of it that twenty fuch Oh’s will not amonnt toome Reafon - They will,

Heh. 4. 12, 13. that dayy which the. Devils belicve and tremble, when'all
thngs [allbe naked and bare before the word of Tyuth. P.37: ‘he is [carce pro- -

pesto come inaPulpic , after what hedaith ;- thar the Apoftles received nor
the Sacrament firting 5 much lefs-after p, 41 behis faid | weread shat'onr
Saviour kneeled in feoeral places, muechlefs after pr 5o, -where of preach-
ing.he £ i . He knows wat What. the. Author means by the Demonltragionof
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the Spirit, walefs to [peak a be does , wagifterially. e never read 1 Core
2.4. Of preaching in demonfiration of the [pirit, nor Mat, 7.29. how Chrift
tanght as one having anthority ; thereis fuch an Art if he knewic. P. 42. he
can never anfwer the Author upon Rom. 14. where the zeal-ms Obferver of
Ceremonies i the Weak Brother, He whiffles, thofe were the Jewi(h Ceremo-
wies. The Jews had a faicer pretence than we: for theirs were inflituted by
God himfelf, and they knew not they were abrogate.

His intolerably ridiculous Story out of Schorrsse p. 15. of contriving a
pair of Organsof Cats,, which he had done well to' have made the Piggs ac
Hgﬁ,. Nerton play on , puts me in mind of another Story to quit ir,” relating
2s his does to ferewing the Non-conformifls into Church ; and I could not
poflibly mifs of the rencounter , becaufe the Gentleman’s name of whom ic
istold, ische Monofyllable voice with which Cans doufually sddrefs chem-
felvestous. *Twas ( youhaveitas [hadic) the Vice-Chancelloue of one
of our'Uatverfities , ‘but now a Bifhop, 0. 22. 1671, and 12. Febr.
1669, He came to a Fanaticks houfs , they not being thenat Wor-
fhip, yctoneof ‘m faid, They Were come to pray tothe God of Heaven and
Earth 3 be 5id , Then they were within the Aét.  He wou'd foree them to
Church to Saint Maries, bimfelf laid hands on'm. He commanded them to
Sollow him in the Kings name, His Beadle told them, He Woxld drivetbem
2hither in the Devils name. The Vice-Chancellour faid he bad converted
hundreds fo at Reading. They (poke of Queen Afuriesdayes he faid , ke
cisld burn them too now | if the Law vequlred it. 'V here was old tugging, be
bad the vitory. They were placed in Saint Marics, with Beadles to attend
them. As he carried them in he quoted Zwke 14. 23 Compel them tocome
in. What pity’tis the Expofer knew not of this Text , that he mighe bave
had one Scripture for his Doétrine of Compulfion ! But it chanced the
Minifter there preached onetime 4&s 5.41. the other time Aat. 10.16.
Afterwards he took the penalty neverthelefs for not having been at Church
that fame Sunday that he had hurried them thither. P. 62. He fpeaks of
Bifhop Morton , whofe induftriows Brain made wpthe fatal breach between the
two Houfes of York and Lincalter, Much good do the Clergy with their
Lay Offices  He coggs p 7. with the Bifhop of Ef for his fhort Syllo-
sifme : he mede alonger of the Holinefs of Lent. He complements (1 faid
he would not forget him) my Lord Chancellor the Chriffian Cicero. *Iis
trueof him , but contradictorily exprelt.  Pf 35. 16 With 1h: flatterers
were- bfy meckers, that grafbed with their teeth, The Expofer has com-
menc'd inboth Faculcies. ~ But the Printer calls : the Prefs is indanger. 1am
weary of fuch ftuffe, both mine own and his. 1 will rather give him this
following Effay of mine own tob:fie him , and le: him take his tarn of be-
ing the Popilins. -
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v :ﬂ‘.*;:’rl' _-H{ﬂa-rini, E(fay, tonching: General Councils Creeds,. and.
- Impofition. in Religion

< HE Chriftian Religion; as felt Inftituted by our Bleffcd Saviour.
T was the greateft [ecurity to Magiftrates by the Obedience which jr
taalic, and was ficted to, enjoy nolefs fecurity undec them bya Pra Bicer
conformable to,thag Do&rine.  For our Saviour bimfelf, pyr.prstending
to.an Earthly Kingdom, took fuch care thersfore. to infrudt bis foliows
ers in the due Subjedion_to. Goyernours ; that, while they. obférved his-
Precepes, they, could, neither. fall under any Jealoufy of Stateas an ambiti-,
ous and dangerous, Parcy, mor 8s Malcfa@orsupon sny ojher account de-
ferve to fuffer under the Publick Severity.: So that in L[lis'_nnii;}g it couﬂr
{eem pernicious to Government that Chriftisnity, if rightly ﬂ‘""&ﬁiﬁmq.;;
its own Principles, would render all Maghescy ufeless.  Buc all il
bie, who was Lord of all and 1o wham all Power was given both in Heaven -
and in Eartl, was neverthelefs contented tocome in thie form of a Ser=;
vint, and toler the Emperoursand Princes of the World alone wich tlies

ufe of their. Dominions ; hechoughe it good, reafon to fecain; his Religis -
on under h's own cognizince and exempt its Authorily frﬂm‘twhpu.ju;i& A
di&tion. In this alonehe was imperious, and-did not enly pra&ie it him .
felf againft the Laws and Cufloms then received, and in the face of the Mas. |
gilrate ; but continuzlly feafoned and hardencd his Difciples in. the fame .

confidence and obftinacy. Hetellsthem, They fhall be brought before Kings

and Goverpours for _hit name bt fear. them nor, he will ‘be. with th-m, bear:,

them_oug and juftific ic sgaink wll Oppcfition, - No: that he. allowed. .

them herebyto violate their duty tothe Publick by any refiftance .in defi- 1

a

ance of the Magiflracy ; but he inlkructed and animated themin their du- -

ty to God, in depighcof Suffering,

In this manner Chreiltisnity did st fir@ fet.out and eccordingly found .
reception, ' For although cur Bleffcd Sav our, bhaving fulfiled all Rightes

eufpefs end the time of bis Miniftery beir g compleated, didby his Death
fer the Seal to his Dofrine, and, fhew tlie way roward Life and Immaor: |
tality to fuch as Believing  imitate his Example: yet did not the Heathen
M:pifteate takeche Government to be concerned in the point of Religion .

or upon shat accountconfent-to his Execucion.  Pontins Pulase. then Go-
vernour of Judes, thongh be were:amanunjult and cruel by Naturesand .
feryed Tiberims; the molt teader, jealous, and fevere in point of State or .

Prerogative, of all the Romane Emperours; though be wnderftood chat.
grear Multitudes followed bim, and thac he was grown the Head of a

rex S:& thit was never before hiard of in the Nation, yet did. not he in~

rermeddle,  Bur they were the men of Religion, the Chief Priells, Scribes
and Elders and che High. Prielt Caisphas. And yet, although they ac-
cufid him fally, That besangbatha Tributewas noeto be given to Cxiar
iz
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thit he'was o Fifth Momardw sadgnide: bim/elf 4 Kirgr and (as it is ufu-
a1 for fdme of thie Gleray/toterrifie tiednteriohr. Mag i iracds out ob thet
daty to Jultice under precence of Loyaltyto &Prince ) hréatnéd Pilate
that if be ler: that ntan g0 bewas not Cafarsfriend , hie underfandi g rbae
they did it out of Emvy, anid chat thie Jultice and Innocence of onr Suvioie
was' whit they' could .not bear with, would huve edventured all’ ctheir
snforming at Court, and'firlt have freed limard chen have'escliinged him
for Barsabis v faying, that'be foknd no faulr in bim: buc 'hewas'oyerborne
avlaf by himane. weaknefs and pooilyimagined that by walhing his own
hands he had'expiated: himfelf and wiped ‘off’ the guilt npon thofe alone
who were theioccaliotr. But, as for Tiberins himfelt, the growth of Chris
fianity 'did never:increafe: his cares of Ewpire ar Rume, nor trouble his
flsp ae-:Cdprew s b e both approved'of the Do&rine, and threatned
the Informetd: with Deathi ;Chor would have fiaid cherc, but attempted,
decording totlie:way of theit Superltition, upon the ‘intelligence ke had
fiom Pilate, to have received Chrift into the number of theit Deities. The
Perfecution of the Apoftlesafcerhis Death, and the Martyrdome of Sre-
phin happehed notby tlie interpofing of the Civil Magiftratein the mats
ter of:Religiod; or angdifturbance otesfioned by their Dioéeines 2 but
drofe from the' High-Priet and his eqjifliries ; by (uborned WirnefTes;
flirringup the ‘rabble in a'brotiflyaud riotous manner to execnee ctheir cgu.
elty. How would the modern Clergy baye tak:nand reprefented ir, had
they ' lived in thecime of St. fobn Baprifi-and feen Ferulalem, Fudaa and
all ‘the Region round abowt Jordan go our tote baprized by bim | Yet that
Hered, for any thing weread in Seripturey chough 'he wanted oot bis lin=
ftillers, apprehended no Commotion ¢ and bad not Calignlal banifhed him
anid hisHerodia s together, mightin all appearance have lived without any
change of Government. "Twas fhe that ¢anfed Jobw’s lmprifonment for
che canvenience of her Inceft, Herod irideed feared bim, butracher reve
renced him, as a jufl man, and an bely, obferved bim and nhen he be.drd him he
did_many things and béard bim gladly. Ner could all ber fubtilty hiave ta-
kel \off his Elead; bt thae Hered thosghthimfelf under the obligations
of ‘g Dafce andan ‘Oath, and knew not'in that Cafe they ought boh o
be dif pfnfed-w'rth- Bat e wasexceeding forry at bis death, which few Prin=
ces are it men havelived to their jealoufic afdenger,  The Killing of 7 amies
and Imprifonment of Perer by that other Heved was becanfe he fumbe pleafed
the people; 1 when'the Pricfts had-once fet them on maddin? : ‘@ Complai-
fance tol which 'the'moft innocent-may be expoled,  baowhick' partekes
moreof gitile thin Civility or SV flome.

- Bur, to find out whae the difinterefled2nd prudentmen of thofe dayes
took to bethe wifeband only juftifidble way for: the Magiftrate to pro-
ceed in-opon mattery of Religiom, I cannot fes @ny thing more pregnant
than eheconcurrent Jadgment of three Perfons, oo differert Characters,
sndthasdived fo fara sunder, thasitherecan be nodangeriofi their laving
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corrupted one snothers Underftanding .= avour to Chriftianity. Ga2
maliel, the D2puty of Achaia, apdthe Town-clerk of Epbefis; The ficft
a Jewilh Do&or, by Sedt® Pharifee, one of the Council, and of great
Authority with th: People, who (when the Chief-Prieft bad calt the Apo-
ftiesin Prifon,and charged them for Preaching againft the Command-he
had before laid upon them ) yet gave th_udm:c, confirming it with fee
veral freth precedents, Affs §. That they [hould take heed to themfelves
what they intended va do with vhofe men and ler thews alone, for if this coune
Jel, faichhe, or ehis work be of men, it will comie 10 mosghe, butif it be of God
Jou caunot overthrow ics lefl ye be fosnd fighting with Ged.  So that his Opi-

nion grounded upon his beft exzpericace, was thatthe orherwifc anblame.

able Se& of Clirittianity might fafely and oughtto be left to {tand or fall
by Gods Provideace under a free Tolerstion of the Magiftrate: The
Second wasGallio, As 18. A Rowsan, and Deputy of Achaias The Jews
at Corinth hurricd Paul before his Tribunal, laying the ufual charge againft
him, That be perfwaded men to Waorfkip God comtrary to the Law: which
Gallis looked upon as (o flight and without bis Cognizance, that, alchough
moft Judges sre willing to increale the inrifdii'ron_of their Courts, He

drave them away, faving Paglthe labour of a defence, and cold them, Jf

it were & warter of wiong corwicked lewdnefs, reafon would thas be (hould

bear with them, butif it be a quejtson of words and names and of your Law,

look_ye tois I willbemo judge of fuch mattors: and when he had fo (aid,
Panl was releafed, but ehe Greeks that were prefent took Barrabas, and be-

fore the Judgment Seat bear Sofihenes the Chief Ruler of the Synagogue,.

and .Ring-leader of the Accufers. His Judgment therefore was that, te
punifh Chriflians meerly for their De@ine and Pralife, unlefs they were
Malefaétors otherwife, was a thing outof the Magifirates Province and al-
together unreafonable.  The Third cafe was no lefs remerkible. Forone
Dewervias, that was a Silver-fmith by crade and mede fhrines for Digna,
Rirred vp all the Free.men of his Company again®t Paul, and indeed be
ftated the matter very fairly and, honeltly, afligning the true Reafon of
moilt of chefe Perfecutions : Te know that by 1his crafe we bave our wealth,
but that by Pauls Preaching that they be no Gods which are made with bands,
matonly our Craft is in danger to be fer arnaught, but alfo the Temple of
the great Goddefs andber Aaghificence, whom all Afia and the World Wora
Jaipy (heald be defpifed and deflroyed.  And it is confiderable that even the
fews, though of a contrary Religion yet, fomented, as it ufeally chances,
this difference and egg®d the Epbefians on againit the Apoftle and his fol=
lowers.  Pu:when they had brought Alexander, one of Panl’s Compani=
ans into the Theatre, the Recorder of Epbefus (more temperate and wife
than fome would have been in thae Office) would not make any Inquifi-
tion upon thie mtcer, now put Alexander upon his tiyal and defence, but,
(a'though be himfelf could not have born that Office withour being a
preat Dianiff, as he declared tooin his difcourfe) he tells the People, They

bad
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Fad broughs thofe men which weye neixber robbers of Churches wor Blafphemers
of their Goddefs, ( for that Judge would not Condemn men by any infe-
rences or expolitions of old Statutes which long after was Julian’s pract ce
and fince imitated) and therefore if Demetrivs and bis Crafismen bed
any matter again(l them the Law was open, and it foewld be detcrmimedin 4
Lawful Affembly, but thatshe whole City was in danger 1o be called 1n queffi-
ou for thas uproar, there bemg no caufe whereby they might give aceonni of
thar concourfe. And by this he plainly enough fiznified, that it Pasl and
his Companions hed-ftoln ctie Church-Plate they right well ‘be indi edy
but that Demetriss bad no more reafon in Law sgainit chem, chen a Chan-
dlér might have had, if by Paul’s Preaching Wax-cagers, as well as Silver-
Candlefticks had grown out of fafhion. That ic is marter of right and
wrone betwixt man and man thac the Juftice of Government lookes too:
but that, while Chriftianity was according to its own Principle carried on
qﬁuly,.iz might fo fall that tire dilturbers of it were guilty of a Rior and’
their greatCity of Eﬁbrfw deferve to be fin’d for’t.  And taking this to bave
been fo, he difmilt the Alfembly, A& 19,

After thefe Tellimonies which T have colle@ed out of the Hiltory of’
the Af;, as of preatelt Anthority, 1 fhall onlyadd one or two more ous
of the fame Book, wherein Pas/ likewife was concern'd before Heathen Ma-
giftratesOf greatec -eminence, 4123, Ananias the High Prieft (thefe ‘al-
wayes were the men) h:vin}g countenanc’d and inftigared the Fews to 2 Cona
fpiracy, in which Paul's Life was indanger’d and alm’dat, Ljfies the chief’
Caprain ol;jemfdm interpofes and fends bim away to Felix then Gover.
nour of fudzea ; fignifyicg by Letter That be had been accufed only of quefti-
ons of thilr Law, but be found nothing to be laid tobis Charge wor-
thy of _Death.or of Eonds. Whereof Falix alfo, though the High-Prieft
was ‘{6 zealous in the Profecution that he took the journey on purgofe; and.
had infiruted an_exquifite Orator Tertw/lus to harangue Paui out’ of his
Life, asa Prﬁi!mr‘ﬂﬂm, a mover of Sedition and Ring-leader of - the Selt of
the Nazarenes, not omicting evento charge Lyfias for refcuing him by greas
wis/ence from being Murdered by them, was fo well fatisfied of the contra=
ry upon full hearing, that he gave him his Libery and 4 Centurion for bis

ward, with command that wome of his acquaintaice fhould be debare’d froms
compsing and Miniftrng to kim. . But being indeed'to leave his Government*
afterwards : [eft hiim in Prifon, parily to fhew the Fewerand their High: prieft:
another piece «f complaifart Policy, which ; “tis poffible they paid well for,
fecing the other reafon was, becaufe though he had fimt for' Paul the ofesrer-
and commaned with lim, in bopes thas be wonld have given bim maney to be:
Jﬁr;-'ﬁ,-,‘,,-gm; there came nothing of it Which was fo bafe a thingin fo great
a Miniiler, that the meancft Joltice of the' Peace in Englund would fevce-
Nive the face to do fonpon the like ‘occafion. r Buo-his Succeflor Feffses,
having ealled A¢rippa and’ Berenice to liedr the Caufe, they a'lthree were

of Opinion that ’twas all onthe Jows lide calumny and imp:riin:rc.-..?]nt
' thag
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fi free but thas hsving uppeal’d jo Cafar be mult be tran mitted to him in.
{sfe- Cuftody. Such was the fenfe of thofe upon whom the E,m:gcyprs(;hg :
rclyed for che Government and fecurity of thejr, Provigees i;and fo gro
were their Heithen underftandings, thae they could ngt-lyfs.ﬁﬂm‘g';s epd
how quictnefs was Sedition, of the innocence of the Chriftian Worfhip

could be fubjed to forfeirure or penalty . Nay, when Payl appear'deven.

before Nere himfelf end had none to [ard by kim but all forfock .l';l.lr.w:t ﬁ.hF.i
was by that Emperar acquitted, and permitced a_long time (o follow she:
work of ‘his. Minilry. *Ts true that afterwaids this Nero bad the hogor,
10 be the Fit(tof the Remiz Emperorsthat Perfecured Chriltianity ;. wheoce,
igis. that Tertullian, in his, Apalogetick. faith; We gliry in having [uch an,
ore, the_ finft begimner axd Author of onr papsfomere, for shere is none that bath,
read o him, but musk wnderfland fome greas good bo bave been in that Dallrine,,
ot berwife Nero, wonld nat. bave, Condemned ite oty | op sz 2 ol
. And thence fyrward Chriltianity for about Ih:@thg‘ét:p{ﬁftgrflwﬁﬁf‘_
je& to Perfézution. For the ﬁcgﬂf Briefls cou'd not bur, obferye 2 'great
decay in thei .P}:tri[heq“za,rmglq ' qr iﬁ.’?'i*r Sa:riﬁggs and al_.l:[iipu'_llﬁn-. of
“and_vilible increafz of that Religion, And God,

tl eit Profits by the d?ﬂ{l e 04 Ling
in bis wile Providencehad fo ordered that, as the 7ews already fo, the,

Heathens, now bayiog, Gi'd vp their meafure with, iniquity, '#ﬁ’i#!wgﬁﬁ-
Bloed of bis. .Saiy;;:'ﬁgga}:g-;:';w Ky cp’{g:l:,g,_%d the, Chiiltians-haying in &
fevere Apprentifhyp of b many ggq;;.gptu;ﬂ the Tradeo :ﬁgﬂ%gpg ﬁ:p
thould. ac. lalk be, their owa Mallers aqﬂﬁ_ilmgtgﬂﬁ'tq‘ their Freedog. < Nei-,
ther yer, even in thole times when tbey lay expofed to. Perfecution, were.
they without fome ITatervalis and catching feafops of -Trapquility, where-
in the {.lf.illurches hél]f [r:ifl:uf!: (V) Ttt;p cil} igFF&hIc ildlygllllt&ge,:'ﬁ'ﬁ#“t 1e rgy
too mighthave been inyred, as they had been Exemplary updgr, A fHiction
fo,to 1;%;@': themielves Iii-‘l ::hnﬁg;;n's:w hen they m;&sfﬁgi_fqgﬁ;fuﬂ%u@
rity, Fot as oft as there czme 2 jult Hegtben Emperour and ' loyer of:
Mankind , that either himfeif 'cag:__fcgi',tﬂ . of pnderftood’ by Eﬁc@,’gﬁ,
vernours of bis Provinces, the innocence of :h_ci;.;i;hfjgn and Pra-
Gices , their readinels to pay, Tribute, ihc;r-’]’fﬁjfi.‘:rs,foh is Government
and Perlon,, their faihi] Seryice in his Wars, Bye ‘their Chriftia, vas
lour. and costmacy 0, Deaih, iinder the moft, exquifie T orments, for"
their holy profeflion ; he forthmith relented, cr_rbatcﬂ‘::ﬁi_f Sword E'r“hg‘
Executioner , aod could no; find in his beart or in bis power to eXedrcife 'iI:;'-H,
ainft the exerci'e of that Religion, It being demeniirable that 'R_:ljgi&giﬁ-‘-;
{t tuted upon Jullice betwixv man and -man. L ove toone aqg:’i&g‘, 'cﬁ_'i;'utp

tbeir Enemies , Qbedicnce to.the Magiltrate in ﬂl}HﬁﬂJmﬁ a'ﬁ§; foral r..la;.'
ters, andin 11-_3;;1:1::_\%[{11;[1'%@' gpod 4 eapifant exercife tlicreof an “ﬂ‘bﬁﬁﬂjﬁ'
Euﬁ';rt}"._p_in.t't}qt(;a:,j ¢, witlioui any. pretencear latitpde for Rely gh;';-,"’c'_g;-l, 4
not , S0 long as icdsirae oifelf in thele things , fall within ,‘:h‘%lliiagiﬁri;ﬁ;
Jurifdi&ion, ' Mmoo
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But as it firltwas planted withour the Magiftrates hand, and the more they
pluck’d atit , fo much the more fill i flourithed,, {o it will be ro the end ot the
world, and whenfoever Governors have a mind to rry forit, it will by the fame
means and mechod fooner or later foil them but, it they havea mind to pull
up that Mandrake , it were advifable for rhem not to do it themfelves, but to
chufe our aDog for the Imployment, [ contels whenfloever a Chriftian tranf=
grefles thefe bounds once, he is impoundable, or like a wafe and {tray whom
Chysft knows not , he falls to the Lord of the Mannor,  But otherwile he can-
not f{uffer, he isinvulnerable by the {word of Juftice: only a man may fwear
and damn himfelf o kill che firlt boneft man he meers, which hach been and is
the cafe of all true Chrittians worlhiping God under the power and vio.ence of
their Perfecutors,

#ut the Truth ischat, even in thofetimes which fome men now, as oft as it
is for their advamtage, do confecrate under the name of Primitive, the Chrifti-
ans were become guilty of their own punifhment, and had it noc been, as is moft
ufual , chat the more Sincere Profeffors fuffered promifcuoully.for thie Sivs and
Crimes of thofe that were Carnal and Hypocrites, their Perlecutors may be
look’d upon as having been the due Adminiftrators of God’s Juftice, For (not
0 go deeper ) if we confider but that which is reckoned che Tench Perfecurion
under Praclefian., (o incorrigible were they after nine preceding, whar other
could be expeed when, as Ewfebinl, 3.c. 1, fadly laments, having relared
how before that the Chriftians livedin great rruft and reputation in Coure o rhe
Bifhops of each Clurch were beloved eftecr'd and reverenced by all mankind and
by the Prefidents of the Provinces , the Meerings in all the Cities wore fo many
and numerous , that it was nece f[Jary and alow'd thesm to erect i every one [pa-
cions and> goodly Churches, all things wenton prefperoifly vl thems and to
fuuch an besght thar no envioks Man could difture them; ne Dovel conld bure
them 5 as long as walking yetwerthy of thofe mercics they were wnder she Al
mighty s care and protelison : afier that our wf ur by that too much Liberty,
degencrated smto Luxury and Lazinefs 5 and Jowme profecicied others with Ha-
tred and Contumely , and-almoft allof us wounded aur | jlves wath the weapons
of the Tongue in ill ianguage when Bifhops [etupon Bifhops , andthe people that
belonged to ane of them flrred Sedicion ayasnfl the people of snother 5 then hor-
rible Hypocrify and Difimulation fprung up to the «tinui cxiremity of AMalice,
andthe fudgment of God 5 while yet theve was liberty o meet in Congregations,
did fenfibly and by fPeps begin to wafie wes, the Perfecietion st firft n:a':fr'::’mrging it
felf upon our Brethren that were inthe Army. Eur we bauing ne feeling of the
band of Ged, nor sndeavoring to wiake our peace wirhbnni, andliving a if we
belisved that God did neither take notice of our Trav[creflicus vor wonld vifie ms
for them , we Ijmp.fd wp dniquiry upon Inquity. Aasd thofe which [eemsed to be
oir Paftors, kicking under: foar the yules of FPiety . were inflamed among them-
Jelves with musual Contentions, and while they minded mothing elfe bkt to ex-
aggerate their Quarrells, Threats, Emularion, H atred and Enmitses, and

carncfiy cach of them pur ised his particular Ambision in a Tyrinaical manner,
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thew indeadrhe Lovd ) then I'fay s according tothe voice of the Propher Jerem
he covered the Danghbier of S10n witina cland in his anger , and caft down. from |
Heaven unto earth the beawryof Mrael wnd remembred ot bis foor-flool s the |
day of his anger. And fo the Pious Hiftorian patherically goesion, allildt-'. -
plores the Calamities chat infued ; tothe lofsiof all that ftock of Repumunon;, |
Advantage , Liberty and Safery , which Clriftian people had by txue Piety and
adliering ftriétly to the Rules ot their Profellion former ly acquired and injoyed,
but had now forfeited and fmarted defervelly under ﬂiuri:iﬁnﬂ’s perfecurion,
And it was 4 fevere one, the longelt too thatever happened; ten years from
his beginning of it and continued by others: by which time one might bave
thoughit the Church would bave been fufficiently winnowed , and nothing left
but the pure Wheat , whereas it proved quite contrary , and the holielt and
moft conftant of the Chriftians being blown away by Martyrdom , irdeeni’d b
the fucceeding times as if nothing but the Chatt ard the Tares had remained,
But there was yet fucha Seed left | and notwichftanding the defeétion of many,
fo internal a virtue inthe Religion it felf , that Dioclefian could no longer Rand
againftit , and tired our in two yearstime, was glad to beiake himiclf from
rooting out Chriftiarity , to-gardening and 1o fow Pot-herbs ac Salona.  And
he with his Partner Maximianus , velignedihe Empire 1o Galerins and Con-
framtins , the excellent Fatherof a morc glorious and Chriltian Son, Conffan-
tine the Great, whao in due feafon (ucceeded him , and by a chainof God’s ex-
traordinary providences feemed to have been let down from Heaven 1o be the
Emperor of the whole World,,and as I may fay , the Vniverfal Apoftieof Chri-
fianicy, '
Itigunﬂp:ﬂﬁblcth: vertne of that Prince, his Care, his:Indulgence, his
Liberality ; +his own Lxample, every thing that could poffibly rend tothe pro-
mation and incouragement of true Religionand Piety, And in order to that
he thong v he could itor'de better , neither indeed could he , thentothewa pe-
culiar refped to the Clergy and Bifhops; providing largely for their fub-
fiftence , had they too on their part behayved themfelves worthy of their High
Calling , and known to make right ufe of the advantages of his Beunty to the
fame endy thar they were by him intended, For if the Apoftle 1Tim.5.19.requites
thatan Elder | provided be rule wekl , be acconnted worthy of Double Howors
¢fpecially thofe who laboring in the Werd and Doltrine it excludes not o Deou-
pleor any further proportiony and indeed there cannettoo bighavalue be fet
uron fuch a Perfon: and God forbid too thar any meafure of wealch fhould
render a Clergy man Uncanonical. Butalss, Bifhopswerealready grown ano-
ther Name and Thing, then ar the Apoftles Inftitaion; and had fo altered
their roperty ' that Paxl would bave had much difficulty by all the marks in
the 1. Tim, 2. vo have known them, They were ill enough under: Perfecution
many'of them, but that long and (harp' Winter under Dieclefian , being fe-
conded by fowarm a Summerunder Conflanrine , produceda Peftilence:; ‘which
asan lofe&ion that [eizes fometimes only ore fort of Cattel , diffufed it feif
w.oft remarkably thorow the whole body of the Clergy, From kis reign the
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moft fober Hiftorians date thar New Difeafe which was {o generally propagated
then, and ever fince tranfmitted to fome of their Succeffors, thar v hath given
rcafon toinquire whetherit only happened to thofe men as it might to oche:s,
or were not inherent toithie very Funétion. - It thow’d i {eif firlt 1n Ambidon,
then in Contention , nextin Impolition, and after thele Sympreins broke out
at laft likea Plague-Sore in open Perfecwion. They the Bifhops who began to
vouch themfelves the Succellors of Chrijt, or at leaft of his Apuftles, yetpre-
rended ro be Heirsdnd Executors of the Fewifh High-Prielts and the Heathen
Tyrants, and were ready'to prove the Will. The Ignoraat jews and Infidels un-
derftood noc how o Rerecute , had no Commiition to meddie wich-Religion,
but the Bifhopshad ftudied the Scriptures, knew betier things , and the lame ,
which was Cruelty and Tyranny inthe Heatheos , if done by a Chriftian-and
Eccleliaftical band , was hallowed ro be Church-governmen and the care of a
Diocefs.. ButthacI may not {feem to dpeak without book oroui-run the Hifto-
ry , Lihall returnto proceed by choledegrees Lnewly mention'd: whereby' the
Chriftian Religion was ulorped upon, and thefe things became: cheir crime
which werethewr duasies.

The firft was the !Ambition of the Bithops, which had even befose this,
taken its rife when in ihe intervals of the former Perfecurions the. Piety of the
Chriftians had liid 0w ample provilions for the Church, but wien Confantine
not ooly reftored thole: which bad been all confifca e unierDioclefim,tbut
was every day adding fome new Poffeilion, Privilelg, or Houor, a Bithop-
rick became verydelirable, and wasnot only A Geod Work, buta Good Thing,
efpecially when there was now no danger of paying as it was ufual, formerly
their Firft=fruits to the Emperor by Mariyrdom, The Arts by which Amb-
tion climes , are Calumny , Diffimulation , Crueliy , Bribeiy, Adulation, all
applyed intheir. proper places andfeafons ; and whenthe man hach ateained hig
end he ordinarily thows himielf then 1 bis colours, in Pride, Opiniaftry,
Contention , and:all other requifiteor incident ill Qualies.  And if the Clergy
of thofe dmes had fome more dexirous and ianocent way then this of managing
their Ambition , itis to be lamenced inter Arter Deperdivas ; orlyes envioully
hid by fome mufty Book=wormin hisprivare Library, Bu fo much I find chat
both before, andthen ,and after, they caft fuch Crimesat oneanother, thata
Man would fcarfe think he weie reading ai Hiftory of Lithops, bura Legend
of Divels : and each took fuch care ro blacken his advesfury , that he regarded
riot how he fmurced himfelf chereby and liis own Order, to the Laughter
or Horror of the by-flanders. - And onething I remarc particularly, thar as
Son of 2 Whore is the modern Word of Repreach among the Laity, of the
fameufe thenameng the Clergy was Heretick,. Therz were indeed Hereticks as
well asthere are Baftmds ; and perhaps it was not their fault, (neicher of "em
could help it ) buc tie Mothers orche Fazhers. - but they.made {o many Here-
ticksinthofedays, that*iis hard to think they really believ’d them fo, butad-
ventur'd the Name only to pickaQuarrel. Aud one thing chat makes it very fuf-
picious , is, thatin the Eccleliaftical Hiftory lfIE}};.I.H;-h;.ldtrs of. any H”?‘:Y

. 2 o




528 3 s T
for the moft part accufed of ha\riné amind to be a Bifhop, though it was not
the way to come to it.  Asthere was the damnable Herefy of the Novarians |
againft which Conftantine , netwithftanding his Declarauon of general Indul -

ence at his coming in, was (horuly after foincenfed, thac he publiflied a moft:
E:l.-erc Proclamation againft them ; Cognofcire jam per legem banc que a me
funcita eft O Novasans &ec. probibiting all their meetings notonly in Publick.
but in their own Private Houles, and that ail fuch places where they affembled.
for their worhip , fhould be raled to the ground without delay or controver-
fie, &c. Exf.l.3 ¢ 62.devitaConflantini. Now the ftory the Bilthops tell
of Novarusthe Author of that Seét Ewfeb. . 6.c. 42. isin the words of Cor-
nelins the Bithop of Rome , thevery firft line.  Bwe thar you may know that
this brave Novatus did even before thar affeit tobea Biflop, (a great.crime im
him ) that be might conceal that petulant Ambition, be for a bitter cover te-
bis arrogance i‘tf got [ome Confeffors into his Sociery , Gc.- and goes on cal-
ling himall te naughic, but then, faith he, hecame withrwe Reprebates of bis
wgn Herefyinto alirtle | the very leaft , Shire of ltaly and by their means fe-
duced three moft fimple bigh-fhoon Bifhops , wheedling them that they ot with.
all [peed go 1o Rome and there meeting with other Bifhops all Matters fhowld be
reconciled. _And when be had gor thither thefe three Silly Felows y as I famid,.
that were not awarc of bis cunning 5 he had prepared a company of Rogues like
Himfelf, that treated them in aprivate room very freely, andbaving thwackld.
their bellies and beads. full with meat and drink,, compell'd the poor drunken
Bifhops by an imaginary and vain Iwpofition of Hands, to make Novatus alfo-
a Bifhop. Mighe not one of thelame Order now better bave conceal’d thefe:
things had they been true, but fuch was thedifcretion. Then he tells rhar one
of - the three verurned foom after, vepenting it feems next morning, and fo he
veceiv'd bim again into the Chirch unto the Laick, Communien. But for the
other two he ﬁad fent SuccefTors into their places.  And yer after all this ade,
and the whetting of Confanrine , contrary to his own Nature and his own De-
clarations againlt the Novatsans, 1cannot find their Herely to have been other
then that they wete the Puritans of thofe times, and a fort of Non-conformifis.
that could have fubferibed to the Six and thirty Articles, but differed only in
thofe of Difcipline : and upon fome inormiries therein feparated , and ( which
will alwaysbe fufficient toqualify an Heretick ) they inftitured Bithopsof their
own in moft places.  And yerafterwardsin the times of the beft Homorufian
Emperors, a fober and ftritly Religious People did fo conftantly adhere to-
them , that the Bilhops of the Church oo found meet to give-them fair quar-
ter ;. for as muchas they differ’d not sn Fundamentals , and therefore were of
wfe 1o them againfb Hereticks that were more dangerous and diamerrically op-
pofite to the Religion. Nay info much, that even the Bifhop of Conffants-
rople , yea of Rome , nowwithftanding thar moft render point and intereft of
Epifcopacy , fuffered the Novarian Bifhops to walk cheek by joul with them
in their own D.ocefs ; until that, as Seer,l. 7, ¢. 11. the Roman Epifcopacy
baving asit ware pafjid the bounds of Priefthaed , flipp'd.into & Secular Prin-
L= cipalizy ,
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¢ipality, and thenceforward the Roman Hiﬁ. ops wonld not fi(fer theiy Meetings
with Securvity, but 5 though they commended them for thesr Confent snthe [ame
Faithwith them , yet IH#E away all their Effares. But aw Conftantinaple they
continued to farebetier, the Bitheps of that Church embracing rbe Novauans
and giving thon free liberty to keep their Convinticles in thesr Churches.
What , and to have their Bifliopstoo, Aliar againft Aliar? A Condelcerfion
which as évr Non-conformifls feem not to defire or think of, fothe Wifdom
of thefe times would , I fuppofe, judg to be very unreafonable , but rather
that it were fic totake the other cuurlj"f, and thar whatfoever advantage the Re-
ligion' might probably receive fiom their Dorine and party, “ds better tos
fupprefs them and make havock both of their Eftates and Perfons.  Bur how-
ever the Hereticksin Conffantine’s time had the lefs reafon to complain of ilk
Mealure , feeing it was that che Bilhops meated by among themfelves, 1
pafs over that controverly betwixt Cecilianus, the Bilhop of Carthage and his
adherents , with another fec of Bifhops therein dfrick , upon which Conffan-
rine ordered ten of each party to appear before Afslriadesthe Bithop of Rome
and others to have it deceived. Yer after they had given fentence, Conflantine
found it neceffary to have a Councilfor a review of the bufinefs, asinhis Let-
ter to Chre ftus the Bifhop of Syracufe , Eufeb. 1. 10. €. 6. Whereas [everal bave
formerly feparated from the Catholick Herefy, ( for thar word was not yet fo
ill natuyed but that it might fometimes be ufed in its proper and good Sen’e: )
and then relates his Commiifion to the Bilhop of Reme and others; Bur for
¢ muich o5 fome having been cavelefs of thesr own [alvasion , and forgetting
the veverence due 1o that meft boly Herefy (again ) will not yerlay down their
enmity , nor admit the [entence that hathbeen given, obftinately affirming thae
they were but a few that pronounced the Sentence , and that theydid st very pre--
vipitately, before they had duly inquired of the matter : and from bence ir
hath bappemed that both they who enght to bave kepr a boritherly and unanimous
agreement togeiher 5 do abominably and flagiionfly diffine jrom ome another
and fuch whofe minds are alienated from the moff holy Religion, do make a
mockery both of 1t and them, Therefore I, & 0. bave commanded very many
Bifbeps our of innumerable places to meet at Arles, that what ought 1o have
been quiered upon the former Sentence prononnced , may now at leafe be deter-
mined , ¢7 ¢, and youro be one of them ; and therefore 1 have orderedthe Pre-
f;,ﬂ .f Si.;iiy ta _furmﬁ: you with one .:rf the pﬂbi:ck, Smgr-C gaches and Jﬁg =
ny Servants , & ¢

Such was the ufe then of Stage-Coaches, Poft-Horfes,, and Councills, to
the grear difappointment and grievar.ce of themany : both Menand Heorfes and
Leather being hackneyd-jaded , and worn out upen the errand of fome conten-
tious and obftinate Bilhop, Sowent the Affairs hitherto; and thus well dif-
pofed and prepared were the Bifhops to receive the-Holy Ghofta fecond
time at the greac and firft general Council of Vice, whichis o much Ce-

lebrated.
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The occaflions of calling it weretwo. The firft 2 moft important queftion in
which the Wit and Piety of their Predeceflors and now theirs fucceflively hid
been mugcitexercifed and taken.up : that was upon what day they ought sokeep
Eafter, which though it were no point of Faith that it {hould be xepta all ,
yet thevery calendiny of it was coniroverted with the famezeal, and madeas
ueavy a do in the Church as if boch parties hadbeen Heredcks. And it is recko=
ned by the Church Hiftorians as one of the chief felicities of Conffantines Em-
pire to havequieted in thar Councel chis main controverlie, The fecond Fnuﬂ:
of che alfembling them here was indeed grown, as the Bithop had order'd it, a
maiterof the greaceft weight and . confequencero the Chriftian Religion; ene Ar-
risss liaving, asis relared, to the difturbanee of the Church, ftarted a molt rt‘r-—
nicious opinionin the point of the Trinity.  Theretore from all parts of the
Empire they met together at the City of Nice, two uundred and fifiy Bilhops,
and better, faich Eufebuss, a goodly company , three huudred and eighteen fay
others ; and the Animadvercer too, wich that pithy remark, pa. 23. Equal alwmofk
to the nunber of [ervants bred up mn the boufe of Abraham,  The Emperour bad
accommodatedchem €y ery where with the publick Pofts, or layd Horfes all
along for the converience of cheir journey thither, & all the time they were there
fupplyed them abundanily with all foris of provilion ac his own charges. And
when they wereall firft affembled in Council , inthe great Hall of the Imperial
Palace, he camein, having put on his belt clo:hes to make his guelts welcome;
and falured them wich thac profound bumility as if they all had Ecen Emperour,
nor would fit down in his Throne, noit wasa very lutle and low fteol, ull
they had all beckoned and made fignes to him to fic down. No wonder if the
firft Council of Nice runinth:ir beads ever after, and the ambitious Clergy ,
like thofe who have been long a thirft, teok fo much of Conffantines kindnefs ,
thar theyare fearce come to themfelves again after fo many Ages. The firft
thing was that heacquainted them with the caufes ot his fummoning themhi-
ther, and in a graveand moft Chriltian difcourfle exhborted them (to keep the
peaceor ) ro a good agreement as there wasreafon. For ((aith Reffin L. 1, ¢. 2.
the Bifops being met bere from almofl all parts , and as they wfe 1o do , bringing
their quarrels about [everal matiers along with them , every ene of them was ar the
Emperonr s offering hins Petstions, laying our one anothers fauits, (tor all the
good alvice he had giventhem ) and were more intent upon thefe things then
apen the bufinefs they were (ent for.  Bur be, confidering thar by thefe fcoldings
and Bickerings the main affair was fruibrared , appeinted a fer-day by whith wll
the Biflsps jf:mfd bring himin W-E'arﬁ;'ﬁ’fr complant they bad againft one ano-
ther. And they beingall brought , he madechem that hyigh Afiatich comple-
vient : God batiy made you Priefts , and hatk given you power to udge ma , and
therefore iris i you to judge me vighteoufly, But you cannet be judged by any
men, It is God only can judge you, and therefore referve allyour, quarrels toi b
Tribunal. Foyyon are as Gods to me, and 1t is not convensent that a man [hauld
i.'.n:'{:{c of Gods, but he enly of whom it 15 written, God &andethin the Congrega-
tionofthe Gods, and difcerneth inthe midft ofthem. _And therefore fercing
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thefe thivgs afide , apply yeur minds without any comtention to the concery-
mentsof God's Religion,  And {0 warhout speuing or reading ene Petition com-
wasided them all togetber to be burnt there i bis prefence. | An a&ion of great
Charity and excelient Wifdom , had but fome of the words been {fpared. For
doubtlels, thoughibey chat would bave complained of their brethren, grum-
bled a lirile ; yet thole that were acculable were all very well fatisfied : and
thole expreflions , you can judg me righteoufly , ard you cannot be judged by any
man , and God only c-i-*-*]’;-‘rdg Yeuy  TYaitare Gods tome, ¢rc. were lo extream-
ly fweet tomolt of the Bilhiops palates , that they believ'd it , and could never
:Kink of them afterwards but their teeth watered ; and they ruminared fo long
ontlem, that Coxfluntine’s Succeffors came too late to repentit. Bur now
the Bifhops, having mift of their great end of quareling one with another , be-
rake themfelves though fomwhat aukwardly to bulinefs.  And it is neceffarv to
mine , that as fhortly as poflible for the underftanding of it I give a curfory
account of Alexvander and Arrises, with fome few others that were the moft
intereffed in that general and firft great revolution of Ecclefiaftical Affairs, linge
the days of the Apoltles, This Alexander was the Bithop of _dlexandria,
and appears to bave been a pious old Man, but not equally prudent, nor in
Divine things of the molt capable, nor in conduding the affairs of the Chirch,
very dextrous; but he wasthe Bithep, This charaderthat1 have given of him,
1 am:the more confirm’d in from {fome paffages thar follow , and all of them per-
sinent to the matter beforeme,  They were ufed Soxom, |, 2,.¢.16. at _dlex-
andrinto keep yearly a folemn Feftival to the memory of Peter one of their
former Bithops ; wponthe fame day that he fuifered Marty:dom 5 which Alex-
snder having Celcbrated atthe Church with publick Devotion, was (ining a'-
ter ar heme expecting fome guelts.to dine with him , Sezom. |, 2. ¢. 16,  As he
was aloneand Jooking towardstbe Sea fide, he faw a pricy way off the Boys
upon the beach ;, at an odd Recreation, imitating it {eems the Rites of che
Church and office ¢f the Bifhops , and was much delighied with the fight as
long as itappear’d an innocont and harmlefs reprefentation: but whenle ob-
ferved them a laft how they afted , the very adniniltraticn of 1 lie Sacred My fte-
pies , he wasmuchtroubled, and fending for fome of the clief of his Clergy,
.caufed the Boys to be taken and brought before bim, ' Heiasked ol em particu-
larly wheec kind of {portthey bad beenar, and whatthe words, and whac the
actions were thatthey had uled inir.  After their fear had hirdred o ema while
from anfwering , and pow they were afiaid of being lilent, (hey confels:d thar
e Lad of thcirpiay-fvzﬂﬂwsj one Athanafins, had baprized fome of them hic
were not yet iniviated in thofe Sacred Myflevies 1 Whe eupon Aleander-in-
guized the moreaccurately wharthe Bilhop of the gan e bhad fad,, sindwhar be
did to the boys he had baptized . whattliey alio ladaniwered or learned from
him: Atlaft; when Alexander perciev'd by them (bat this Pawn-bithop had
madeall his removés righr, and that the whele Eecleliafiical Order ard Rites
had been duely obferved intheir Interlude , he by tle advice of his Pricfts a-
bout him approved of thar Mock-Laptifm ;and detexmined that; the boys, be-
'Il"l-g
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ing once inthe fimplicity of their minds d;‘Epad inthe Divine Grace, ought mor

tove Re-baptized, but he perfeded it with the remaining MyReries, whichitis
only lawful for Priefts roadmivafter. And then he deliverd Arhana/ins and the
reft of the boys that had actel the parts of Presbyters and Deacons to their Pa-

rents, calling God to witnefs thai they fhould be educated in the Miniftry of |

the Church, thac they migh pafs their lives in that calling which they had
«hofen by imitation. Butasfor Arbanafine ; ma thort while after Alexander
took-himto live with him and be his Secretary , having cauled him to be care-
tully educated in the Schools of the belt Grammarians and Rhetoricians ; and
he grew in the opinion of all that fpoke wichhima difcreet and elcquent per-
fon, and will give occalion to be worethen once mentioned again in this Dif-
courfe, I have tranflated this in 1 maanzr word for word from the Author.
This good natured old Bithop Alex.us.ier, that wasfo far from Anathemiling,
that he did not fomuch as whip the boys for profanation ot the Sacrament againit
the Difcipline of the Church, but wichout more doing,lefe them, for oughi I fee,
Aac liberty to regenerate as many more Lads upon the next Holy day as they
thoughe convenient: He Soer, L. 1.¢. 3. being 4 man that livedan eafy and
Gentle life, had ane day called his Priefts and the reft of his Clergy together ,
and fell on Philofophyring divinely among them , but fomthing wmore [mbtly and
curionfly (though I'dare fay he meant no harm ) then was wfualy concerning
the Holy Trinity. Among therelt, one drrins a Priclt 100 of Alexandria
was there prefenc, a Man who is defcribed o have beena good Difputant , and
others add , ( the Capiral accufation of thofecimes )thac he had amind to have
beena Bifhop and bore a great pique at _Alexander , for having been preferr’'d
before him tothe See of Alexandria: but moreare (ilent of any fuch. macter,
and Sozem. L, 1.c. 14, faich be was in great effcews with bis Bifhop,  But Arrius
Soct.|. 1.c. 3. hearing his difcowr e about the Holy Trinity and the Unity in
the Trinity, concesv'd that , as the Bifhop fbared it be had reafon to fufpect be was
sntrodicing afrefh into the Chureh the Herefy of Sabeliins the African who
Futebatur wnum effe Dewmy ¢ era in unam effentiam Trinitarem adauccbat
ur afferevet millam effe vere [ubjeétam proprietatem perfonis , [ed momina viutari
proco arque ufis pofcant , wt nunc de sllo ut patre , wunc ut filio, ninc ut [pivitu
fanito differarur : and therenpon it {eems Arrins argued warmly for chat opi-
nion which was dire&ly contrary to the .4fricane, driving the Bifhop from
one toafecond, fromafecond toathird, feeming abfurdity ; which I ftudi-
oufly avoid therelation of , thatinall thefe things I may not give occalion for
Mens underftandings towork by their memories, and propagate the fame er-
rors by the fame meansthey were firft occalion’d, But hereby _Arriss was
himfelf blamed as the maintainer of thofe abfurdities which he affixed to the
Bifhops opinion , asis ufualinthe heat and wrangle of Difputation.  Whereas
Truth for the moft part lyesin the middle , butmen ordinarily feek for icin the
extremities, Norcanlwonder thatthofeages were fo ferfilein whar they cal-
~led Herelies , whenbeing given to meddling wich the myfteries of Religion fur.
ther then humnane apprehenlion or divine revelation did or could lead th;m,
. fome
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fome of the Bifliops were fo ignorant and grofs, but others fo [peculative X

acute and refining in their conceptions , that , therebeing moreovera good fac
Bilhoprick to boot in thecafe, it is rather admirable to me how all the Clergy
from one end to tother, could efcape from being or being acconnted Hereticks.,
Alexander hereupon Soz. . 1,¢. 149, inftead of ftilling %y more prudent Me-
thodsthis new Controver(y , took, doubilefs witha very good intention, a
courfe that bath feldom been fuccefsful : makes himfelf judg of thar wherein he
had ficft been the Party, and calling to him fome others of his Clergy , would
needs it in publick to have a folemn fet Difpuration about the whole Marter.
And while 7 was at it Tooth and Nail againft his oppofers , and the Ar-
guments flew fb thick that they darkned the Air, and no Man could yet judg
which lide thould have the victory ; the good Bilhop for his part fare bay now
bay , neither could tellin his Confcience of a long time which had the betrer
of it ; but fometimes he lean’d on one (ide and then on the other , and now in-
couraged and commended thofe of one party , and prefently the contrary , bue
ac laft by his own weight he caftthe Scales againt _4rris, And from thence
forward he excommunicating _4rrises for obftinacy , and Arrims writing in be-
half gnd his followers to the Bithops, each one ftating his ownand bis adver-
faries cafe with the ufual candor of fuch men in fuch Matters ; the Bilhops toe
all over began todivide uponir, and after them cheir people. Infomuch thar
Conflantine outof a true paternal Senfeand care, found neceflary to fend a ve-
vy prudent and eminent Perfon to dlexandria, toury if he couldaccommodare
the macter , giving him a Letter to Alexander and Arrius 3 how difcreer, how
Chriftian-like , 1never read any thing of that nature equal to it! It is too long
for me here to infert, but I gladly recommend my Reader toit in the 20 Euf.
de viti Conft. ¢, 67. where he begins 7 underffani the foundation of the contyo-
wverfy to have been this, that thow Alexander didf inguire of thy Priefts con-
cerning apaffagein the Scripture, nay didf} ask_them concerning a frivoloss qesii-
let of a queftion what was each of thesr opinions : and thon Arrius dsdft w1con i-
derarely babble what thou neither at the beginning counldfF conceive, and if thon
hadft conceived [0, oughtfF notto have vented , &c.

But the Clergy having gor this once in the wind , there was no bearing them
off the fcent, Whichinduced ConfPansine to think the convening of this Coun-
cil the only remedy to thefe Diforders. And a woful ado he had with them
whenthey were met to manage and keep them in any tolerable decorum, It
feemed like an Ecclefiaftical Cock-pit, and a man might haye laid wagers either
way : the two parties contending in good earneft eicher for the truth or the vi-
ctory , butthe more unconcerned , like cunning Beteers , fate judicioufly hedg-
ing, andf{o ordered cheir matters thar which lide foever prevail’d , they would
be fure to bethe Winners, They were indeed a molt venerable Affembly , com-
pofed of fome holy , fome grave, fome wife, and fome of them learned Per-
fons: and Con/fan:ine had fo charitably burn: the accufations they intended a-
gainft ane agother , which might otherwife have depopulated and difpirited che
Council, that all of them may be prefumed in one or ocher refped to have made
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a great Character. . Butlobferve Soz, 1, 1. ¢. 16, that thefe great Bifhops,, al-
thoagh they only hadthe dccilr.:"\rmces , yet thought fit to bn_ng alm;g with
them cersain men that were cunningar an Argument, {o be auxiliary to them
when it came to hard and tough Difpuiation ; belide that they had their Driefis
and Deacons ready at a dead lifr always toaflift shem: Sothat their underftand-—
ings feem'd o be fequefter’d , and for their dayly Faich, Ithq,r depended upon:
what their Chaplains would allow them. _And in that quality _Arhanafiss there 1
waited upon Alexander , being bhis Deacon, ( for as yet it feems Archi-bifhops = |
nor Arch-deaconswere invented, ) And it isnot improbable thar Arhapafins ;
having fo early perfonated the Bifliop, and feeing the declininghage of dlex-
ander , would be careful that rviss (hould not ftep betwixt him and home up~
on vacancy, but did his beft againit him to barr up his way , as it (hortly after
happened ; Arhanafins fucceeding after the Couricil in che See of Alexandria.
In the mean time you. may imagine that Hypoffafis, Perfuna, Subftartia’, Sib-
[fifentia, Effentia , Coeffentialis , Conjubftantialis , Ante Jecula Coarer-
nus , ¢c. wereby fo many difputants pick’d to the very bones, and rhofe too
trokenafierwards to come tothe marrow of Divinity. And never had Con-
[Fantine in his life fo hard.a task as to bring themtoany rational yefults ; mieeke
Iy and patiently , Eufeb. L. 3, c. 13. de viia Cont. lifi"neng to every one , taking
each Man's opintion and without the acrimony wirh which st was delivered ; belp-
1ng each party where xkry aifagreed , reconerling them b_}'.dfgrfu w]i:r_rn_ t_bf} Were
wi ehe ficrceft Contentian, conjerring with them a part courteou/ly and msidly, tel-
ling thein what was bis ovxn cpinion of the marter : Which though fome excep-
tious perfons may alleadge to have been again(t the rature of a Free Council,
yettruly unlefs be bad raken thac courfe, I cannot imagine how peliibly. he could *
ever have broug'.t them toany con-lufion, And thus this firft, great, Gene-
ral Council of NVice, with which the world had gone big {o long, and which
look d fo big- upon all' Chriftendom, at lalt was brought in bed , and after a
very hard labor de'iver’d of Homooufiss,

They all fubfi ribed to the New Creed , except fome feventeen, who it feems.
had ra?i:.cr to be Heietickstlien Bifhops, For now the Anatbem.’s were pub-
lithed , and whoever l'eld the conrrary was to be punillid by Deprivarion and
Banifhment, all Aryian books to be burned , and whoever (hould be difcover'd
to conceal any of Arrixs his writings , to dye for it. Bur it fared very well
with thofe who were not fuch foolsas to own his-epinion,. All they were enter-
tain'd by the Emperor ata magnificent Pealt, receiv’d from his hand rich Pre- ©
ferts, and were honorably difmift, with Letters recommending their grear =
Abi'ities and performance to the Provinces , and injoyning the Nicene Creed ro
be henceforth obferved.  With thar firoke of the Pen: Socr ). 1.¢. 6. For
whiat three bundred Bifhops bave agreed on , ( a thing indeed extiaordinary )
o#ght 1ot 16 be atherwife conceis’d of then as the dicree of God Almighty, ef-
pectally fecing the Holy Ghoft did fit npon the minds of fuch and [o excellens |
men , and oper’d his dyvine will 1o thew,  Sothat they went I trow with ample
far’sfaction; and, asthiey could ndt but take the Emiperor for a very civil, ge-
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nerous, and obliging Gentleman, fo chey thought the better of themfelves
from that day forward, And how budge muft they look when they ‘returned
back to their Diocelles, having every one of “m been a principal limn of the
eLcumenical , Apoftolical , Catholick, Orthodox Councit! When the Cata-
chreltical ritles of the Churchand the Clergy were fo appropriate to them by
cuftom , thai the Chriftian people had relinquithed or forgorten their claim;
when every Hare thac croffed their way homeward was a Schifmatrick oran He-
retick , and if their Horle ftumbled with one of them, he incurr'd an Ana-
thema. Well it was thac their journeys laid fo many feveral ways, for they
were grown {o cumberfom and grear, that the Emperor’s highway was too
narrow for any two of them , and there could have been no paffage without the
removal of a Bifhop., But foon afier the Council was over , Eufebiss the Bi-
fhop of Nicomedia, and Theognss the Bilhop of Nice, who were already re-
moved both by banilhment and two others pur in their places, were quickly re-
ftor’d upon their petition : wherein they fuggefted the caule of thewr not Sign-
ing to ha ¢ been only, becaule they thoughithey could not with a fafe conlci-
ence fubfcribe the Anachema againft Arrens , appearing to them both by his
writings , his difcourfes ; and Sermons that they had been audirors of, noi to
be guilty of thofe errors. Asfor _drriss himfelf, the Emperor quickly wrote
tohim, Jr e now aconfiderable time fince I writ to your Gravity 1o come to my
Tents, that you mighs snjoy my countenance 5 [0 that I cun [carce wonder Juf-
ficsently why you have [olong delaid st : therefore now take“one of the publick,
Coaches andmake all [peed ta my Tents , that , baving had experience of my
kindnmefs and affeétion vo you , you may veturaninto yokr own Country, God pre-
[ferve you moft dear Sir. Arrins hereupon (with his comarade Erzosius ) comes
to Conflancine’s Army , and offers him a perition, with a c nfetlion of Faish
that would have pafs’d very well before the Nicene Coundil, and now fatisfied
the Emperer Socr.|. 1. ¢. 1. & 20. infomuch that he writto dmarhafins , now
Bithop of Alexandria, to receive him into the Church: but Adnarhansfis
was of better mettle then fo and ablolutely refus’d it.  Upon this Confantine
writ him another threat’ning Letter : When you have under ffood bereby my plea-
fure , fee thar youafford free entranceinto the Church toall thar delire it : for
if 1 (hall underftand that any who delires tobe admitred inta the Church fhould
be either hindred or fo:bidden by 'yon, I willfend fome oneot my Servantsto
remove you from your Degree, and place another inyour ftead. Yet Atha-
mafins ftood ic oat {till , though other Churches received him into Communion :
and the Heretick Nevarss conld not have been more unrelenting to lapfed Chri-
{tians then he was to Arrisa. Butthis, joyned with ocher crimes which were
laid to Aehanafins bis charge, at the Council of Tyre, (thoughl I"uppﬂ]‘-'c in-
deed they were forged ) made Aihanafine glad to fly for it, and remain the
Reittime inexile.  Upon this whole matter it 1s my :mpdni.ﬂ opinion that r-
viss or wholoever elfe were guilty of teaching and pu’l?llfh!ng _thufe_rrrurs
whercof he was acculed , deferved the uimoit Firvcrir.y which r‘m.hﬂ's with the
Chriftian Religion, And fowilling I have been T}lhu:k well of Atharnafiz hnﬁ
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‘of the other, thatI have on purpofe avoided che reading, asIdothe name.

il.ll'llg : :E'Ea buul: that I have hear'd tells the ftory quiic odierwife, and have o J? |
made ufe of the current Hiftorians of thofe timics, who all of them tell it a-
gainlt the Arrians. Only Iwill confefs, thatas inreadinga partticular Hifto-
ry atadventure aMan finds himfelf incinable to favor the weaker party, ef-

pecially if the Conqueror appear infolents fo have I been affected in reading.

thefe Authors : which does but refemble the reafonable pity that men ordina-
rily have oo for thofe who though for an erroneous con'cience fulfer under a
Chriftian Maiftrate. Andas foonasI come to Cenffansins , 1 Ihall for that
reafon change my compaflion and be dt'.lu't;l‘j[ ingaged on the Dﬁt}adﬂx party.
Bur as to the whole matter of the Council of Nice, T muft crave libenty to fay,
that from one enl tothe other , thoughthe belt of thekind , it feemsto me to
have been a pityful humane bulinefs, attended with all the ill cireumftances of
other worldly affuirs, conducted by a fpirit of ambition and contention the
firftand fo the greareft Zcumenical blow that by Chriftians was given to Chri-
fianity.  Anditis not from any (harpne(s of humor that I diftourfe thus freely
of Thingsand Perfons, much lefs of Orders of men otherwife vencrable , but
that where ought is extolled beyond realon and to the prejudice of Religion >
it is neceffary to depreciate it by true proportion, It is ot their cenfure of
Arianifm , or thedeclaring of their opinion ina coniroverted point to the
beftof their undesftanding , (wherein to the fmalnefs of mine they appear to-
have light upon the truth, had they likewife upon the meafure, } that conld
have moved me to rell folong a ftory, or bring my [clf within the danger and
aim of any cap.ious Reader , fpeaking chus with great liberty of mind but litde
concern for any prejudice [ may receive,, of things that are by fome men Ido-
lized. Butitis their Impolition of a new Article or Creed upon the Chrifti-
an world, not being contained in exprels words of Scripure, to be believed
with Divine Faith, under $p riival and Civil Penalties, contrarvto the Privi-
ledges of Religion and their making a Precedent follew’d and improv’d by
all {uc.eeding ages for moft cruel Perfecutions , that only could animate me. In
digging thus for a new Deduction they undermined the fabrick of Chriftianity,
to frame a particular Doctrine they deparced from the general Rule of their Re-
ligion ; and for their curiofity abour an Article concerning Chriff, they vio-
lated our Saviour’s firlt Infticution of a Church not fubje&® to any Addition in
matters of Faith, nor liable to Compullion either in Belief or in Practice.
Farr be it from me in the event as it is from my Intention, to derogate fiom the
jult authority of any of thele Creeds or Confelfions of Faith that are receiv'd
by our Church upen clear agreement withthe Seriptures: nor fhall I thercfore,
unlefs (ome mens impertinence and indifcretion hereafter oblige me, pretend to
aiy further knowledg of whatin thofe particulars appears in the ancient Hilto-
ries, But cernainly if any Creed had been NecefTary , or atleaft Necelfary to
have been Impofed , our Saviour him(elf would not have left his Church zﬂi-
tute in a thing of that moment. Or however , after the Holy Ghoit, upen
bis departure , wasdefcended upon the Apoftles, and They the Elders and Bre-
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sbren (for foit wasthen) were aflembled in a legitime Council at Yerufu-
dem , it would have [eemed goad to the Holy Ghofl and them to have faved the
Council of Nicethat labor, Oratleaftche Apoftle Pakl 2 Cor. 12. 2, and 4.
who wat canghe up inte Paradsfe , and beard unfpeakable words | which iz & not
Lawful for any man to urrer , having thereby a much better oppoitunity then
Arbanafins vo know the Doctrine of the Trinity , wonld not have been want-
ing s rhroug b the abyndance of that revelation , to forma Creed for the Church,.
futficient to have put that bulinefs beyond controveify, Efpecially fecing He-
relies were fprung up fo early , and he forefaw ohers, and thercfore does-
prefiribe the method how they are to be dealc with, but no Creed that I read
of,

Shall any fort of men prefume to interpret thofe words , which to him were
unfpeakable , bya Gibbrifh of their Inipofing , and force every man ro Cane
after them what it is-not lawtul for apy man to utter? Chrift and his Apottles
fpeak articulately enough in the Scriptures, without any Creed, as much as
we are or ough: to be capable of. And the Miniftry of thre Gofpel is ufeful and
moft neceflary., if it were but to prefsus tothe reading of them, ro illuftrare
one place by the authoricy of another , to inculcate'thole duties which are there-
in required, quickning us both to Faich and Practice, and fhowing within
what bounds they are both circumfcribed by our Saviour’s Dod&iire.  And
it becomes every man to be able ro give a reafon and account of Lis Fa'th,and o
be ready ro do it, without officioufly gratifying thofe'who demand it only to 1ake
advantage : andthe more Chriltians can ‘agree in one confetlion of Fiith tlie
berrer. But that we thould believe ever the more for a Creed, it cannot be ex-
pedted, Inthofedays when Creeds were moft plenty and in fafhion, and eve-
ry one had them at their fingers-ends , “twas the Bible that broughr in the Re-
formarion. *Tistrue, -a man would not ftick to take two or three Creeds for
aneed, ratherthenwanta Living, andif a man have nota good fwallow , *tis
but wrapping them up ina Liturgy, like a wafer, and the wlole dofe will go
down currenily ; efpecially if he wink ar the fame time and give h's Affent and
Confent without ever looking on them, But witl out jefting , tor the matrer is
too ferious. Every manis bound to work_ sut bis owa Salvatien with fear and
trembling , and therefore to uleall helps pofhible for his beft {atistation: hear-
ing, :'un['a:rrhzig, reading, praying for the alliftance of God’s Spiric; bue
when he hath done this, he s lus cun Expolicor , his own both Minifter and
People , Bilkop and Diocels , his own Council ; and his Con!cience excuiing
or condemning him , accordingly he efcapes or incurs his own internal Anathe-
ma, = Sothar when it comes.once to a Creed , made and Lnpofed by other men
as a matter of Divine Faith, the Cafe grows very delieare; while he cannor ap-
prehend , though the Impofer may ; that all therein is cleariy contained in Strip-
ture , and may fear being ‘caughr inthe expreiliors to oblige hifelf to a la-
titude or reftriction , further then comports with bis own fenle and judgmer,
A Chriftian of honor , when it gemes o this once, will weigh every word ,
every fyllable, nayfurther, if Lieconfider chat tiie great bulinefs of this L'r::nuq_i
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cil of INice was but one fingle Letter of rhg Alphabet , about the inferting or
omisting of an Jora. There muftbe either that exaétnefs 1: the Form of fucha
Creed , as 1 darefay, nomenin the world eier were or ever will be able to
modulate ; or elfe this ferupulous privace judgment muft be admitted , or echer-
wile all Creeds become meer inftrumenis of Equivocatitn or Perfecution. ' And
Y muft-contfs , when I have fometimes conlidéred with my lelf the dulsels of -
the Non-cosformifts, and che dcurenels on'the cortrary of the Epifcoparians, -

and the confcicucioufnels of boch; I have thought that our Churcli mige fafely
waye the difference wich them abour Ceremo.ues , and try it out upon the
Creeds, which were both the more honerable way , and more fuitable to the
method of the ascient Councils, and yet perhaps might do cheir pulinefs as
effectually. For one shatis a Chriftian in good earneft, wheia Creedis Im-
pofed , will fooner eat fire then rake it againit his judg nent, There have been
Martyrs for Reafon , and it was manly inthem : bui how much more would
‘men be {1 for reafon Religionated and Chuiftianized ! Bac it is an inhumane
‘and unchriftian thing of thofe Faith-ftrecchiers, whofoever hey be, that ei-
ther put mens Perlons or their < oufcien es upon the torre, to rack them 10
the lengih of cheir Notions : whercas the Bereans are made Gentlemen and In-
‘nobled by Patent in the A:s, becaufe they would not credic Paat himfelf, w hofe
writings now uiake fo greac a part of the New Teftament , untill reey lad fearch-
ed the Scripture dayly whether thefe things were.[o » and therefore many of thems
believed, And therefore, although where there are fuch Creeds , Chriftians
may for peace and confcience-fake acquielce while thereappears noching inthem
fatly contrary to the words of the Scripture ; yet when they are obtruded up-
on aman in particular , he will look very well about him and not take them up-
onany Humane Authoricy. The greateft Preten(e ro Authority is in a Council,
But what then? - thall all Chriftians therefore take their Formularies of Divine
Worlhip or Belief, upontruft, aswric in Tables of Stone, like the Com-
mandmens , deliver'd frem Heaven and to be obeyed in the inftant nor conli=
dered s becaufle three hundred and eig teen Bifﬂups are met in _Abraham's
great Hall , ot which moft mult be fervants and fome children, and they have
refoly’d upon’t i fuch a manner ? No, a good Chriftian will not, cannot at-
turn and indenture his confcience ever ; to be Reprefented by others. ' Itis not
as in Secular maters , where the Stares of a Kingdom are deputed by their fel-
low Subjc&stoiranfact tor them, foin fpiritual : or fuppofle it were,, yet “twere
neceflary « as in the Polifh conlliturion, that nothing Iinuld be obligatory as
long as there is one Dilfenter, where no Temporal Interefts, but every man’s
Erernity and Salvation are concerned,  The Soulistoo precious to be ler ouc
atinceseft uponany humane fecuri.y , that does or may fail , butic 18 only fafe
whenunler God's cultedy, i1nits own Cabiner, But it was a General Coun-
cil. A fpecial general indeed if youconfider the proportion of three hundred
and cighteen, 1o the body of lzc Chriftian Clergy , but niuch mere ro all
Chriftian Mankind.  But it was a general Free Council of Bifhops. 1 do not
thiak it poflible for any Councilio be fiee that is compofed only of Bifhops,
' A and
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and where they only have the Detifive Voces, Nor that a Free Council ihat
takes away Chriftian Liberty. - Burthat, 'as it was fouhded vpon Ufurpation,
fo it terminatedin Impofition.  Bur *tis meant thac it was Free from all external
Impullion, Iconfefs that good :1.ear and drink , and lodging, and money in"a
Man"s purfe , and coachesand Servants, and horfes to attend them | did no vio-
lence to"m,. nor was thereany falfe Article in it. And difcourling now with
one and then another. of *m in particular, and the Emperor telling them this-
is my opinion, | underftand it thas, and afrerwards declaring his mind fre-
guently tothem in publick ; no force neither.” Ay ! but there was a fhrewd
way of perfualioninir. AndIwould be gladto know when ever and which
free general Council it was that could properly be called fo : but was indeed =z
meer Imperial or Ecclefialtical Machine, no free agent, but wourd up, fet on
going , andlet dow by thedire@ionand band-of the Workman, A General
Free Council is but a word of Art, and can never happen but under a Fifth Mo-
narch , and'that Monarchtoo,. to return from Heaven. The Animadverter will
not allow the fecorid General Council of Nice to bave been Free, becaufe it
was gverawd by an Emprefl , and was guilty of a great faulr ( which no Coun-
cil at liberty he faith could have committed ) the Decree for worfLipping of
Images, Arthisrate a Chriftian ‘may fcuflic however for one point among
them, and chufe which council he likes beft.  Butin goed earncft I do not fee
But that Cosffan: ine might as well ac this firft council of Nice, havenegotiated
the Image worthip , as to pay that fuper ftitious adoration to the Bitho,'s; 2ni
that Proltration to their Creeds was an Idolatry more pernicious in the conle-
quence tothe Chriftian Faith, then that under which tley folately had fuffer'd
Perfecution. Nor can a council be faid to have been at liberty which Jaid under
fo grear and many obligations.  But the Holy Gholt was prefent where there
were three hundred and eighreen Bifhops, and directed them or three hun-
dred, Then, if I bad been of their counfel, they fthould have fate at ir gli-
their lives; leaftthey Mhould never fee him again afier they were orce rifen,
Bur'it concerned them to feule their Querum at hilt by his Diftates; otl erwife
no Bifhop could have been ablent or gone forth mponany occalion; bur Le Tet
him our'again ; and it behoov'd to be very punciva’ in the Adjournments,
*Tis a ridiculous conception, and as grofs as to make b'm of the fame Sub-
ftarce wich the Council.  Nor needs tiereany ftiong ar. vment ok his abfence,
then their pretenfe to be a&uated by him , and in doing fuck Work, T he Ho.
ly Spiric] If fo many of them when tiiey got together , adted like'rational
Men, ‘twas enoughin all reafon and asmuch as could be expected

But this was one affe&arion, among many othe:s , which the Bifhopstook'op
fo carly, of the flile, priviledges, powers, and fome actions ard geftures
peculiar and inherent to the Apoftles, whic' they m ipleced to their own be-
hoof and ufage : nay , and chalenged othe: thiings as Apoftolical,, thar weredi-
reétly contrary to the Do@rine and Prachice of'the _f"npn& es,  For fo bécaule
the Holy Spirit did in anestraordinary manner pretide among the Holv Apo-
Rles ar thar Legitime Council of Jerifalens, Aits 15. hey, although utder
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an-ordinary Adminiftration; Would puf. lefs whatever came, on't ¢ pay ]

whereas the Apofties , inthe drawing upiof their Decree dictated to them by
the Holy Spirit, faid tberefore no more butthus : The Apoffles, Elders, und
Brethren, [end grecting unto the Brecoren of , &e. Forafmuch as, cre. It

feemed good toihe Hely Ghoft and s to lay upon you no greater burthen thew
thefe neceffary things : that ye gbﬁm’:lr(rﬂm, cre, fromwhich sf ye keep your |

Jelves, you [balldowell. Fare yew _ ; )
This Council denounces every invention of its own ; ( far from the Apoftoli-
«cal modefty , and the ftile of the Holy Sp_it:_:) under no lefs then an Anaihe-
ma. Such was their arrogating to their inferior degrees the ftyle of Clergy ill
cultom hath fo much prevailed, that we are at alofs how to fpeak properly
either of the name or nature of their fun&ion. Whereas the Clergy, in the
true and Apoftolical fenfe, were only thole whom they fupercilioully always
call the Laity: Thewerd Clerns being never but once ufed in the New Tefta-

ment, and inthat lignification , and ina very unlucky place too, | Peter 1. %, 3,
where he admonifhes the Priefthood , thas they [bonld not Lerd it or demineer
over, the Chriftian People , Clersm Domins or the Lord's Inberitance, But
having ufurp’d the Title , I confefs they did right to affume theiPower, Burto
fpeak of the Pricfthood in thar ftyle which they moft affe, i we confider the
nature too of their Fun&ion, what were the Clergythen but Lay-men difguis’d,
«dreft np perhaps in another habit? Did noc St, Paxd himfelf, being a Tent-ma-
ker, racherthen be idle or burthenfom to his People, work of his trade, even
during his Apoftlefhip,to get his living?But did not thefe,char they might negleét
their holy vocation, feek ro compals fecular imployments , and Lay Offices ?
Were nor very many of thems whether one refpect their Vices or Ignorance,
as well qualined as any other to be Luymen 2 Was it not ufual as oft as they me-
rited it to reitore them | asin the cale even of the three Bifhops, to the Lay-
communion? And whether, if they were fo peculiar from otbers, did the
Impolition of the Bithops hands , or the lifting up the hands of the Laity con-
ferr moye to thar diltinction? And Conflantine , notwithftanding his comple-
ment at the burning of the Bithops papers , thought he might make them and
unmake them wich the fame power as he did his other Lay-Officers, . But if the
inferior degrees were the Clergy , the Bifbops would be the Church : although
that word inthe Seriprure-fenfe is proper only to a congregation of the Faithful,
And being by that ticle the only men in Eccleliaftical councils, then when they
were once aflembled they werethe Carbelick Church , and, having the Holy

Spirit artheir devorion , whatfoever Creedthey light upon , that wasthe Ca-

tholick, Eaith , without belseving of which ne man be faved, By which means
there rofe thenceforward fo :Dnéi{hmrp-.:rfccu:ions till this day, that, had net
the licdle invilible Carbolick Charehand a People that always fearch'd and be-
liev'd the Scriptures , made a fland by their Teftimonies and {ufferings, the
Creeds had deftroydthe Faith : and the Church had 1uined the Religion. For
this General council of NNice and all others of the fame conftirution, did, ani
can [erve to no other end or effe , Lhe%?anicular, order of menby their ufir-
. ping
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- For fearce was Conflangine's Head cold | but his Sen Comflantisns , fucceed:
ing his Brothers ; being Influenced by the Bifhops of the Arrian Party, turn’d
the wrong fide of Chriftianity ourward, inverted the Poles of Heaven, and
Faith (it I may fay fo)) witg its Heels in the Air, was forcedto' ftand upon
its Head , and play'Gambols, for the Divertifment and Pleafure of the Ho-
moionfians.  Aryianifm wasihe Divinity thenin Mode , and hewas an' igno-
rant. and ill Courtier, or Church man , that could net drefs, and would noe
makea new Sute for his Confcience in the Fafhion, .And now the Orthodox
Bifhops (it being given tothofe Men to be obftinate for Power, but fexible
in Faith ;) began rowind about infenlibly, as the Heliorrepe Flower that
keeps its ground , but wreftsits Neck in turning after the warm Sun, from
Day-break to Evening, .. They could look now upon the Synod of Niee with
more indifference, -and all that pudderthar had been madethere betwixt Aomo-
oflosand Flomaionfivs,8c. beganto appear to them as 4 Difference only arifing
Srom thednadequationof Languages: Till by degreesthey were drawn over
and , rather than lofe their Buhopricks , would joyn; and ar laft be the Head=
moftinthe Perfecution of their own former Party.” Butthe Deacons, to be
fure , chiac fieer’d the Elephants, were thorow-paced 5 Mento be reckon'd'and
xelied upomin this or any other occafion,: and would prick on to render'them:
felues Capableand Epifcopable , upon the firft Vacancy, For now the r-
pianein grain, {coming to come bebind the Clownifh Homooufians, inany Ec-
clefialtical Civility , were refolvedto give chemtheir full of Perfecution:"And
itfeent’d a picee of Wic rather than Malice, to pay them in their own Coyn,
and to, Burlefque theminearnelt, by the repetition and heightning of che (ame
Severities upon them , thatthey had praifed upon others, Had youthe Afs-
mgoufiansa Crecdac Nice 2 Wewill haveanother Creedforyou at grimismems,
and ac Selewcia. - Would you not be content wich fo many {everal Projefts of
Faith conlonan: to Scripture, ‘unlels you might thruft the new word Homoon-
fios down our throats , and thentear it up again, to make us confefs it? Tell
us the word , (‘twas /Homoienfios ) weare now upon the Guard, orelfe we
fball run you thorow.  Wouldyou Anathemize , Banilh , Imprifen, Execure
us |, and burnour Books ? You fhall tafte of this Chriltian Fare  and as you
relifhlic, you fhall have more on't provided. < And thus it went, _Arriansfm
being Triumphant , but the few fincere or ftomachful Bifhops , adhering con=
ftately, dnd witha true Chriftian Magnanimity , efpecially drbanafins , tho:
row n{l Sufferings unto their former Confeilions ; expiated fo in. jome meds
fare, ‘'whac they bad commistedin the Nicene Council. = 7 uoo o1 %
< Sexamene ;1. 4. c. 2. Firftellsusaftory of Eudoixiss, who fuccecded Mie-
cedonigs , inthie Bithoprick of Conffantineple ; thatinthe Cathedral of Sandts
Saphia , being mounted in bis Epifcopal Throne ,the firft time that they Affent-
bled for its Dedication, in the very beginning of his:Sermon to the People
(thofethings were already come in Fathion ) told them; Puarrem impinmicffe,
L 1. Flljim
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}‘}"t e Hff:ﬂ Ifay, Pm impinm effe s quin Colis nemsnew 5 Filsemvero Pinm ghin:
an-’ oy colie Patrgws, avwhich they ¢ en Laughed as heanily , as before they wereAn-
= U5 T gry.. Buxthis I only noictoshigpurpole, thardreiwere fo chie:greats

elt Bithops among the Homoiorfisusi, as well as the: FHomaca s . thav could
noi reproach oneanothers Simplicityr, and that it was nﬂl;.lmp?f_hm
Many; to be Wileraidmore Oytbiodox chan the Few, in Divine Marters:
That which I cite him foras mefk Mazerial , is ; his R:mgk,ugm:h;-_limpﬁua
on thenof contrary Greeds ’If'i'f.isfr.wriz,_hﬁlh hve ,was plaswlyr be beginning:
of mioff greap€alamities, for asmibicha hereupon Mfdim.ﬂmﬁxm
not unlskechofe whichwe beforerecitedover the whole Empire:s and likewsf
a Perfecntion equal almofk to that of the Heathen Emperors ;. fessed wpor all of
all Ghyrches. Far y althonghie f[eemed to fomemare gentle for whag cancerns:
the Torture of the Bady , yen ta prudent Perfons it appeared move birrer and
fevere, by reafomofl :h-ﬂfﬁm# dnd Ignaminy.. Eor boikct heywho flirved up;.
wnd thofe that weve affliéed withyhis Perfecation, wers of the ChriffianC
AndtheGrisvance therefore was the greater and more ugly ' im, thar the. fume.
things which are done among Enemies . were Exicnted bevween thofe ot the
[foime Tribe and Prifeffion :_ But the Holy Law forbids usto carry our [elves
in thidt manner , ceue fothofe that are Without , and Aliens. . And all this. Mi2
chief fprung frommaking of Creeds, with which«the Bithops; asit were at
Tilting ; aim’d.toihit ong.anathierinthekye, and throw the:oppofite Party
out of the Saddle. Butif ic chanced tharthe weaker fide were ready royield;
S;.for whar fort of Men was thiere thar could better Manage , or'had their Con-
ciences more at.command ar thar time than the Clergy ¢ ) Then the Arrianms
woulddfea yer longer ; thicker , and (harper Lance for ﬁmgnuypnfﬁ,;-gﬁ
there were nevet Vacancies fufficient ) thav they ! might, be: furero run t
down .over, and; thorow , -and: dotheir! Butioe(s. .- The Creed o drimi=
mwnswrds now 100 (horrfor the Delign+ but, faith the Hiftorian,, they ‘affix:d
further Arsicleslike Labels tait 5 pretending vo have made st bettery and fo
fesnt it thovaw the. Empire with Conftantius bis Proclamation, that whoeever,
woicld not:Subfersbe it 5 [hosid be banifbed. Nay, they would nat admic their
own beloyed Smstis Subffan:ja; but, todothe Work throughly, the: idrri-
wors renounc’d théir own Creed for Malicel, and made it anArticle ; Filium Pas
tritam fhbfantin, quam Foluntate, Diffimilens effe. Burthatisia fmabl mat-

ter with any.ef them , provided thereby th:]y may: do Servicetothe Charch, .

that is their Party.  Soibatene ( ferioully {peaking ) that werereally Oriho-
dox, xﬂ&hﬂi:mdtfm@ thie '%rmh or himfelf; gthgr turning i, .
# he would impugn the new oness. fich was thei Subuiiiy. What fhall Ffuy
awore 2 Asthé Arts of Glafs. Ceachesand Perriwgs illuftraterbis Age; fo b
shieir Trade of Creed:making, then ficltInvented ; we may efteem the: wﬂ!—
dom of Confluntine’s, and Conflantiss his Empire. Andm a (hort (pace, asis
fialamdng T radefmen, whereit appears Gainful; thiey were fo many thae
Sexuprof thie-fame. Profeflion, rhar they could !"{‘qlrc:mve by one another,
T i 59#-
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Soev.13.¢c. 52, Thrr&fmlul_'es thefe words : Zur wow #ha I havé tandem afi-
qtiando,“riih rhyoigh'this Lubyrinthsf [o many Creeds ; 13will gatker itp their
#imbly ' Ahd fol teckons Nine Creeds more, befides thar of Nice , beforebe
death of Conflanting, (a blefled Number,) ~And I believe , I cotld for 4
need , make them up aDozen, if Men have a mind to buy them fo, ~And
Bence it was that Ailary, then Bifhop' of Poiftiers, reprefents that flate of
the Chureh pleafanely , yetfadly, Since 1he Nicene Symed, faith be, we do
aothing but weite Creeds. Thar whilewe fighs about werds , whillt we raif?
Qf;ﬁia_m i Novelrier, while we Oharrel abowr things doibtful und abgit
Sdithors , while we contend in Parties , while there is difficelry in Confent
while e Andihematize one another 5 theré ss none now almoft thar i Chrift's,
What a Change there is in the laft years Creed ? The firff Decree commands
that Homootilios Monld et be mentioned, The nex: does again Decree and Pu-
B Homooulins. The third does by Indulgence excufe the Word Oulia, 4 nfed
?tﬂ;'ﬁ’kf:&eﬂ st their [n pfid‘ir}'. The fom*rh ddes mat ..E".w}rj' by bt Copdemn it.
t i comic ro that at laft | that “nething among v, or thefe before wi, cam re-
main Sacred or invislable. ' We Decree cvery Year of the Lord , & new Creed
concerning God : INay , every Change of the AMoon oy Faithi alter’d, Were-
pént of aur Decyees ,. we defenid thefe that vepent of them; we ‘Anathemize
thefe thar we defended |- and while we either'condemn other Mens Opinions in
biir oth 3 or onr own Opinivys in thofe of othir Men ., and bire at anc anogher
st are HOW j.ff,d}:#; torn in pleces. 1 his Bifliop [ure was the ﬂutlm’:"ﬁf the Na-
ked Truth and *cwas hethat smpliciely cond i’ d the whole Catholick, Chureh,
both Ealt and Wek, for being too prefusptuons in her Definirions,
“*fkis not firangeto me , chac Fuluan , being but a Reader -in the Chriftian
Church, fhouldturn Pagan s Elpecially when'I confider thac he fceeeded
Emperor afier Conftantin. For it feemns rathier unavoidable that a Man of great
Wit , s he was, and not having the Grace of God to lire® it,; and thow
fim the Beanty of Refigion, thtough the Deformity of iis Governours an
Teachers; but thiat he muft conceive a Léathing and Averlion for it, Nor
could hethink that be did them any Injuftice, when he obferved chat, belide
all their Wachriftian Immorality top, they Pradifed thus , againkt the Inftitu-
five Law of their Caliléan’, the Peffecution among, themfclses for Reli ion,
Andwell niight he addto his other Severites , that Tharpnelsof his Wit , ath
Expofing and Animadverting upon them, at anotber rate than any of the Mo-
dern Praftitioners wich ail their Study and Iriclination , can ever argive at. For
riotliing 1§ niore punifhable ; Contemptible , and tiuly Ridiculous , thana Chri-
#ian that walks contriry 10 his Profellion: . And by bow mvchany Man ftands
with mote advahage inthe Chyreh for. Fmicency s but difcbeys the Laws of
brsff by that Pr i;.filt;llg_;ﬁlfi'! theréby | apd delerves to kéihe'more Expofed.
Bt Fuliar , te 1aft Heathen Emperor , by whole Crueliy. it fecmed thar God
would fenlibly Admonith encédgain the Chyiftian Clergy , and.(Liow them by
their oven Smart, andad Heithen Hand ', the nature asd odioufnefs of Perfe-
cution, foon died , as is ufual for Men of that Imploymeric, oot without a re-
fatkable ftroke of God’s Judgment, Iz Yet
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Vet they , asif they were only forry that they hadloft fo-much time, .
his cfca:heﬁgon'ii_ ta?;ﬂ? toredeem it, and f{;ﬂf:  fell in very nawrally in-

to their former Animolitics, . For Fovianw being chofen Emperor in'Perfia,

and returning Homeward , Socr.L. 3.¢. 20. the Bilhops o cach Parry, in
hopes that theirs lhould be the Imperial Creed, fteait to Horfe, and Rode

away with Switch and Spur , as if it had beenfor the Plate , to meet ﬁimf;}la_lid' ,

he that had beft Heels , made him(elf cock-fure of winning the Religion. The
Macedinians, who dividing from the drréans , hadfct up for a new Herelie
concerring the Holy Ghoft, (andthey werea Squadron of Bifhops) Petiti-
on’d him that thole who held , Filuim Patis diffimnlers , might be tarn’d out,
and chemfelves putin their places : Which was very honeftiy done , and above-
Board. The Acacians., ihatwere the refined Arrians, but, as the Author.
faith , Had a notable facklty of ddrrﬂ‘_mﬁ them[elves tothe Inclination of what-
foever Emperer , and having good 1ntelligence that he balanced rather to the
Confubflantials,, prefented him wicha very fair Infinuating Sabicripuion., of &
conliderable number of Bifhopszo the Council of Nice, Batinthe next :Egih
peror’s time they willbe found o yield little Reverence to thieir own Subfcrip-
eion, . Forinmatterof a Creed, a Note of their Hand, without exprelling
the Penalty , could not it feems Bind one of their Order.  But all thar Fevia-
nus faid ro the Mucedonians, was; I'bare Conention, but Ilovingly smbrace:
and reverence thofe who are sinclinedro Peace und Concord. _,',I:&i the “Acacians,
who had wifely given ihefe the precedence of Application , to try the'cruch of
their Inttlrigpncc,ht {aid no more (baving refolv’d b}r Jweetneff ﬁﬁpcrﬁuﬂﬁa
to quiet all thesr Controverfies ) but, That be would nat moleft any Man what-
Joewer  reed be follo w'd, but thofe ﬂ'ﬁi‘f athers be would Chersfh and H, éiih;,;'i-h‘
(hould foow them[¢lves moft forward in bringing the C burcbtea ﬁ'n._df Agreemen

He likewile call’d back all thofe Bifhops who had been Banifhed by Conffantins
and Fulian, reltoring them to their Sees, And he writa Lewer in particulag
to A;bé&a_ﬁi_, who upon Fulian's death , had enter’d again upon that.of Alex-
andria, 1o bid him'be of good Courage. 4nd thefe things coming to the Ears.
of all sthers, did wonderfully affaage the Fiercene[s of thofe who were I flamed
with Faltion and C ontention : So that ,the Court.having declared it felf of this
H;nd »the Church wasin a fhort tjme in all ourward appearance peﬁu;blzdiﬂ.:

pofed ; the Emperor by this Means having whiolly reprefedall their Vioferice,

Versly, concludes the Hiftorian, the Roman Empire had been profperous and bap-
, and beth-the State and the Church ( he puts themtoo in that Order) snmder

Jo goad a Prince ymuft bave exceedingly flonrifbed , bad not an Immature death
ﬁﬁ:_: bim away from managing the Government, For after feven J;n'mﬁ; P
ing [eized with amortal Obftruttion , be dparted this Life. Didnot this Hi-

[

orian, trow you, deferye to be handled , and isit not, now the Afs[ohief i
dane , to undo the Charm , becowe a Dury , re Expole both bimsand Fovianms 2.
ty thesr ill chofen Principles what weild bave become of the Prime, and moft
nece[[ary Articles of Faith 7. Might nos, the old Bermans Herefics, all of
!ﬁmj;fﬁ]{ﬁ-wr Revived 7. : g £ -
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o= But that Montal Obftynitionof the Bithops, wasno: by his demh, (nor.isic

by, theig own to be. ). removed, They were glad he was fo.foon go: out of, theiy
way ;. and God would yet further manifeft their incractable Spisic, which, not
the Perfecution of the Heathen Emperor Juliar, nor the Gentlenefs of Fo-
wsanus the Chriftian , could allay or mitigate by their Aflictions or Profperi-
ty. The Divine Nemefis exccured Jultice upon them, by ove anothers Hand ;
And fo hainousa Crime as for a Chyiftian, a Bithop . to Perfecuse, ftoad yer
need , asthe only equalind exemplary Punifhment, of being evenged with
a Perfecution by Chriftians , by Bifhops,, And whoever ihall {eiioufly confider
all along the Succeilfon of the Emperors ; can never bave taken thar Satisfa®i-
onin the moft judicious Reprefenations of the Scene ; which he may in this
worthy Speculation of the great Order and admirable condu& of Wife Pro-
vidence, through the whole contextureof thefe Exterior, feeming Accidents,
relacing to the Ecclefialticals of Chriftianity. AL ST ¥

For ta Fovianus fucceeded Falentinian ; who ina [host time took -his Bro-
ther, #alens o be his Companion in the Empire.. Tle{etwo Brothers, did as
the Hiftorian obferves, Soer./. 4.c. 1. (alike, and equally take care at the
beginning , for the Advanrage and Government of the: Srare ) but very much
diEgrt:-.[ s though both Chriflians , in matrer.of Religion. : Valetinianss the
Elder being ap Or¢badox , but Jalens an drrian ,and they uled a different Me-
thod roward the, Chriftians.” For Palentinian i who c{:-:;n% the Weftern: part
of the Empire . and lef: the Eaft to his Brocher ) as he imbraced thefe of his
own Creed, fo yet he did not inthe lealt moleft the .4rrians: But Fralens not

only Labor'd to increafle the number of the drrians , but Afili&ed thofe of

the contrary Opinion with grievous Punithments.. Andbcth of *m, efpecial-
ly ¥ dts;ﬁd‘ﬂjﬁmpsl for their purpofe, - The particulars of that.heasy Perfe-
cation undes Falens , any one may further fatis(y hinfelf: of inthe Writers of
thole Times :. And yer itis obfervable , that wichin a little {pace while he-pur:

fued the Orthodox Bithops ; - he gave Liberty to the Novatsans, (who were of

the fame Creed , but (eparated from them, as 1 have faid , upon Difcipline , &¢.)
and cauled their Churches, which fora while were thut up , to be.epened agiin
at Conflantinople. Tobe (hort, Falens ( who out-lived his Brothes , chat died
of anatural Death, ) himfelf in a bartel againft the Gorbs:, . could not elcape
neitherthe fareoba Cliriftian Perfecuror. Forthe Goths bawing maac Appli«
catjon to.bim; be faith Socrates | not well fore- feeing the Confequence, admitred

them'to Inhabit in certain places of Thraciazpleafing him felf that he fhould b ¥ that °

means 5 always bave an ' Arsy ready athard again|t what[oever Enemis. 5 and
shat shefe Foraign Guards wosld fivike shem with a. greater Terver, mare by
“far,than the Militia of his Subjelts. -And [oy [flightsng the ancicnt Pirerane

Militia ,, whichu/ed ro confiff of Bodies of Men raifed proportionably.in every:

Province yand were flout Fellows that wounld Fight Manjullyy inftead of them
e levied Money , rating the Conntry ar. [o much forevery Souldier, Buithe'e
new Inmates of the Emperors feon grew Troublefom,, as is cuftomary , and
not only infefed che Natives in Thracia , but Plunder’d even cthe Suburbs of
Ganftantineple , there being noarmed Force 1o, reprefs.them: Hereupon the

wholer
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Fds: This exéccatiily provekd i, fo chat e fotthiwiitade %
“tion aginft thie Gorhs : Buit Threntned the Citizens i he turn'd i fafety

be Residg*dl on theim bith for thefe Contimeliess ‘amd or Wit hnder theTye
rant Drocopius , theybad commirted Eg.mpﬂ‘ the Empire, and that he m&;

Riaze to 1he Grblind ) and Plow hlr'l&‘ sty ' Ter beforehis departiire CaOE 1

ey of the Foviigit Eftensy ; be rovally ceasd from perfeciting the Orthodox
%dﬁﬂinﬁﬂqm;‘gﬂwm@m k’iﬁ’Hf}u{hr"Fs‘gm %Eﬁg' m‘fa"u'rfiﬁxgé'-rag
the Goths had [it om fire', béwis there biernt to'afhes - to ﬂf’éfﬁﬁii ‘grief of
his Bithops, who' Had hebeen Victorious , might have revived the Perfecu-
tion. ‘Such was'the end ot his Impétuons Reignand rath Counfels both as to
bis Gévernment of Stare ; irmaite sJoTJE{Ea&?’and War |, 4nd hﬁ-ﬁ@mg@oﬁhé
Church by Perfecution, . | VRTIRRERIFRERIR) B0 B AR T o STOT OB
-0 Wisdearh brigs me'to the Stctellion of Theodofins the 'tr{awﬁ‘hgﬁ whom
fo Chriftian Enperor'did morémiake it'his bufinefs to" Norfeup' the ‘Chusch),
and to Lull the Bithops ; to keep the Houle inquiet. Byt néither was'w in his
power to ftill their Bawling ,' and Scratching one an other , a3 fur 23 their Nails
( wiiich were yet’ moye 'tender) but' afterwards gréw likn--?ﬁﬂhﬂ‘liﬁ iid
give'them leate. F (hath notfureher vex'the Hiftory, ﬂ'rthé';ﬁtﬂﬁﬁiiﬁ ¢
ingislie Parpicufars ;" eiking o délight neither'my (EIf in'fo dneomfortable Re-
Latiods ; of to reled beyond whatis nécellery upah the Weolfifhtiels-of thofe
which then feémed , and ouglicto baye been , the Chriftian Piftors , but went

on feattering their Flocks, it ‘not devouring ; andthe Shephetds {mi L;:aie
anéther: In his Reign, ‘the fécond General Couhcil Wis calgg that of ‘Cam L

Jrantinodle and the Cretd was thefe' made which'took its namme jiﬁni the place:

Thepelt of their bufinefs, any oife thav is further euriots ; may obferfe 7 the

Wiiters: Bt I Thallclofe this With'd Thott totich'concerriiig Creg oy Nuziant
zeny then living ;- than whomal(6 the Chyiffiin Cliurch had notin thofetimes
Stan'd 1 queftion whether in any fuc eeding’) & Bilhop ‘that was more a’ Chril

fan’, ‘morea’Gentlégan, better appointed in‘allforts of Lﬁhﬁﬂgﬂ{jhﬁ%’,
fedfoned’ under Fultin's Perfécufiof , and exemplary 1o’ che bigheft pitch of
riie R cligion . and P.adical Pidty. 1'Thié eniinefice of thefe Verrues) and i
{pécial of his Humilicy (the lowticRt bar thie Tiigheft of all Chriftian Q ilifiea-

tions ) raifed him under Theodo/os, fromtbe Parifh-like Bithoprick of Nazie

anzum , vothat of Conflantirople s where be fill'd his place inthar Couneil. But
having taken-noficein whit mannerthings were'carried ‘in that; as they had
beenin former Couneils ). dnd thac fotie of the Bifhops mutered ar his promo=

tion’, he oft his i tind refigned that grear Biffioprick, which!fwas nevervof

hi¢ defire'or feeking ; and, though (o highty fedred i the Emjperors Reverente
#ind Favor, foncceprable’to'the People’, ‘and generally to the “Clergy ; whole
timequal Abilitiescould ot pretend ot juftifie an‘envy againft him 5 retired
back far more content tda Solitary Lifexo'his liede’ Nucianzm. And: from
thetcehie writesthat Letter'to his Friend Procopiny | whevein; ' p. 814 upon
his moft recolle&ed and ferious tefexion-on whiad il fabiwithin ‘his ‘obfervad

i tion,

1 IERE

¥

=38

—

e




5

(767
tion, heufech thefe remarkah’e worts: I heue.refolved with my f&-( if Imay
pedlyouthe Naked Truthy ) e sy 4ra 0.0 ame intg. a7y, affcoibly, of | Bifhops:
Jord mever [ a gacd ananayly Vhd i ok tie dy LUt Whieh rarber iuereafed
then yencedied the w08 ey ) by 8 poyiingie Congentsons axd Ambiion are
unexpreffible., - o i blaw o nodi@ seill o bal
It would require roo greara Volume to deduce , from the death of Theods-
finsy the particulass that happened e lucceeding Reigns about this mateer,
Bus.the Reades may re.kon,, that i was as ftaced 2 Quarxel berwixy the Hamo-
ufians yand shie i smaioppians, as thag beween tire Houles of Tork and Lancar
fler - And. theie arofe nowan kmperor of que Line,, andithen again of the. o«
sher.; Bat amongall che Buliops ,, there was not oue Moxtor , Whole sudus
[Prioms Brain couid or wonld ( for fome Mep alwaysreap by Divilion) wmeke up
the fatal Breachberwixgibeiwo Cx eeds, By this means every Creed was grown

up to@ Left , and, under that presence , the, dexirous Bifhops, ftep. by frep

hookedwithingheir, Verge , all che, bulanels and Power,thay couid be carched

inthole I wbulences ;where they mudled the Wagerand Fithed after; By shis-

means they falked oo fuft 9 a Spiritualking, of .-Dominion , and from, that

incroached vpon and into the Civil ]_urif,ii&igm: A Bifthop-now grew terrible,, -
and, ( whereas alimple Layman mighe haye frighted the: Deyil, with. che, fift-

wards of theApoftles Greed , and [ dafic phge Sacan. ) ong Creed could not

proceé bim froma Bulhop, and it required, a,muchlonger ; .and 3 double and -

sreble Confellion, unlefs himfelf would bedelivered ovenjo Sasan by an Anar
thema,. | But thiswas onlyan .E’q:l;ﬁ;ﬁit_;al fentence at figft 5, with which, they
marked ouz fuchas finned a inft them, andthen wheop’dand hollow’d on-the
Ciyil Magiftrace , to huwt them down for-theis Spiritual Pleafure. They, coepr
a firht by Court lufinuations and Flatery into the Princes favor, till thofe ge-
nerons Greatures-foffered themfglyesito be backed and; ridden by them ; whio
wouldtake as much of a free Hotleaspolfible:;, bucin Perfecusion the ('.il:rg,y
asyet,wilely interpofed the Magiftraie bevwixcthemiglves and the People ynot
caring fotheir end were atamed , how odious they rendred-him; 'And you
may obferve thatfor the mok parc hisherto, they food ¢rouching and thor @-

her over the Emperors back, or under his belly. But in procefs of Time they-

became bolderand open- fac'd , and Perfecuted before the Sua gy Mid-day.. Bir

grew worfe , buc Bilhopricks every,day betier and better. - | here jwas -

now no Enfebiss lefy 1o refule che Bithoprick of . sriochia-, whom hierer

fore Conflantine rold y Thar be deferv'd she Bifhoprisk of the whele World for:
thas Afodefly, They werenot fuch Foolsas dmmoniut Paretes, ] warrani you,
ia the time of Theodofim, He,Socr. ). 6.¢. 30, f?frng‘ﬁlﬁd upon by fome thas’

swonld meeds make bingia Bifbep, awhes he caiuld not perjwade thepito the cantrar
)t s cut off ome of bis Ears, relingsbemthat naw., Jhonldbe bimfel defire.ra be

w0 Bifbepshewas by 1hb Lawof Rracfiboodingupable: bur when.they obferued thar
thofe things anly obliged the Jewilh Prienj bood;and that 1bs Charchiof Chuilt’
did not confider whether a Bricfhwere found or perfect in limb.of Body, but enly-

shat hewereingine inbis manners y shey revuri'd e feize prrbim again : Lut
iien e faw them coming , he [wore with 4 [olemn Qath., thas :f"n Confeg
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eridte Lina Biftop they laid violen bands wpon bim , e wonld ¢ide g
alfo'y whercuporthey's Yearving be would do it , defifted, What'Thould ha
ben thediatter', that a'tah fo Learned and Hulf-.**ﬂaiih}d have {“uéh‘:lh“llvuﬂ
0N mﬁe"pfume&imhis‘nwnﬁrdcr; that , racherthdn yiéld robez ¢

led or Compelling Bifliop, he would infli& upon himfelf as {evere a Makéyr=
demyasany Perfecutor could have done for him ? Sure he faw f omthing more
«tle very Conltiution, than fome'do at prefent. Burthis indcrd'wik"aji‘ Xam
pletoe Rigid, and neither fit ro biave been done, nor ro be imimﬁqi;”iﬂh:ﬁ'&
was no dariget. For far fronithis they followed che precedentrarher of Diamad
s’y and U fiiowi s Which Jalt, Socy, 1.}# 24. In Valentinian’s rime mm
ed certuin obfeiivé and abjeit Bifliops ( forthere were it ‘feems of all ‘and
lizes) 1 crease bims Bifliop in & Corner , and then ( fo carly ) he and Damafus,
who was much the betrer Man @ ‘waged Warfor the Bithoprick of Rome , to
the great fcandal of the Pagar Writers who made Remarks' fop this and’ 0«
ther things upon their Cheittianing a:;]& t0 thfe Bloodlliéd' and Deirh of a muld
tilude'of ‘the Chriffian People! *Bur this aft Pmertion’d * only ds weak and
iMperfedt Effay in that tifve )’ of ‘what it ‘canie to in'theé feveral Ages after]
which' I'am tow {peaking of, whenthe Bilhops weregiven, gavethemfelves,
‘overto all:mannér'of Vice, Luxury, Pride Ignorance , Superftition, Cove-
vouliiefs ; ard Monopolizing of all fecular Imploymeiits and Authority. © Not °
hing could efepe thei ' They'meddled, troubled hemfelves did otbers;with
many things every thing ; forgewing thdt'obe | only needfiel. 1 nformmeh’ that ']
could' not avoid wondying ofteri that , among' fo many Churehies that with
TPaganick Rites, they dedicared 1o Sain Mary, Thavemer with noneto Saint
Martha, But above ally Impofition and’ﬂmit_?hcﬂmfinhtmhptﬁ]hehj.,l..ﬂhd
the power of Perfecution was giown 0 good and defirable a thifig ;’ chae they
thouglitthe Magiftrate fcatce worthy to be trufted with it longer, ahd '@ eee
Novice atit, and cither wrefted it 6ut 'of His hands., or gemly' eafed- i “of
thavand his other burdensof Géverament. Thé Sufferings of the Laity wete
become the Royalties ot ithe Clergy ; and; 'being very careful Cliriftians |
the Bithops , tharnor a word of our Saviours might fall to the Ground; be-
caule he had foretold how Men fliould be Pétfecuted for his Names fake , they
undertook to fee itdotie effeétually in their own Provinces , ‘arid out of “pure
Zed] “of 'doing kim tlie more Séivice of this kind inlarged ftudioufly ‘theif
Dioceffesbeyond all proportion. ' Like Noffradamus His Son', thar to fulfil his
Father's prediction of a Cityin France, thar fhiould be Burned s witch his own
hanls fecit onfire, -All the calamities of the Chyiftian World in thofe Ages),
may be derived fromchem,, while they warm’d themfelves at the Flame;-and,
like Lords of Mifrule kepta perpetual Chriffmas., . "W hat in the Bifhep's
Dame is the mageer 2 How came it abour thar Chritianicy ; ‘whicli-approved it
felf vaderall Perfecutions to the Heathen Emperors; and merired their Favor
fofar, will aclaftic regularly fucceeded to the' Monarchy , thonld under thefe
of theirown Profeflion be more diftreffed2 - Were there fome Cbriftians then

g1 , ;_ §3 0, that leared Rill let Men fhould be Chriftians ; - and for whom sr ‘i

-
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ceffury;onot'far the Golpel reafon shar theve fhould be Herefies; Letscol:
t&-:lﬂﬂcnnw allo in'the-conclulion what at fir it was not particulariz’d , how
«the reafon of Stare and Meaflure of Governmene ftood under the Roman Em-
perours  in alpect to them.. I omit Tiberisu, mention’d in the beginning of this
Effay, Trajane,after baving perfecuted them and baving ufed Pliny the fe-
cond  in his Province tethat purpole , upon his relation that they lived in con-
formity to all Lawess bucthat which forbad their Worlhip, and in all othey
| things were blamelefs, and good men, ftraitly by his Edi® commanded that

Dang. none of them fhould be fartier enquired after. Aladrian, inhis Edi&ro Afi-
R mwtiss Furdanns y Pro-conful of dfia, commands himthat, £ amy accife the
Wl Chriftians, andcan prove it, that they commit any thing againft the Srate | thar
W, 8| then be punifh them according to ibe exime : but sf any man accufe them meerly
e, b for calumny andvexaion, as Chriftians y then s faith let bim fuffer for'e ; and

Uell  twke you care thae be feel the [mars of it, Antoninus Pimswrit his Edi& | very
1k | remarkable if chere were place here torecite it to the States of Afia allembled
tiul §|  av Ephefis wherein he takes notice of his fachers command that, wnlef the
by C briftians were found to alt any thing wgainfi the Roman Empire , r.bf)' fhould
i, | nor be malefted , and then commands that, if any man thereafter (hall continue to

Cove. l;._ tronble thens tanquam tales, as Clriftians, for theér Waerfhip, s that cafe ke
am 0 thar s the Informer fhould be expofed to piens(hment , but the accufed Jhowld be
55t} } freeanddifchanged. 1 could not but obferve that among other things in this E-
i dich, where he is fpeaking, cIr és defivable to themthat they may appear , being
£ it | ascifed , morewilling 1o dy for their God then to live , he adds.” I¢ would wor be
o i 3 ansf§ ro admonifh you concerning the Earthquakes which have, and do wow hap-
ool B pens, that whenyou are affliited at them , you would compare onr affiivs wirh
,?,L,;F N theirs.. They are thereby [o much the more incmmged toa confidence and reli-
L., ance kpon God |, but yoiall the while gooninyour sgnerance , and negled borh
iod B otber gods'y and the Religion towards the immortal | and banifl and perfecure

them inio dearh,  Which words of that Emperours, fall in fo naturally wich
whar, itfecems, was a common obfervation about Earthquakes, that I cannet but
tothat purpofe take further notice , how alfo Gregory Nazianzen, in Or, 24,
cantra Gentilesy tells, belides the breakingsin of the Sea in feveral places, and
many fires thac happened, of the Earthquakes in particular , which he
reckons as Symptomes of Fulian’s Perfecution., And rothis I'may add. Sesr, /.
3. & 10. whoin the Reign of Falens, that notorious Chriftian Perfecutor, faith,
at the fame time there was an Earthquake in Bstbynia, which roined the City
of Nice, (that fame in which thargeneral Counfel was held under Conftan-
tine) -and a liccle after there wasanother.  Bur aivhough thefe fo happened | the
mindsof Valens and of Eudoxius, she Bifbop of the Arrians were not ar all fHir-
redup unto Piesy ,and aright opinion of Religion : Forneverthelef they nover
ceafed:, made no endef ptrﬁmriag thofe who sn their Creed diffented from them,

Thofe Earthquakes [cemedtobe cirtain sndications of tumult in the Church.
All which put together ,. could notbut make me refle& upon: the lite Earth-
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uakes, great by how ouich more unufual ; here in England, thorow fo ma
%gun;iesﬁ:f:t g‘griﬂmm » at thefame time wheén the a!:rg?f;. feme of them,
were [o bufy intheir Cabals, to premote this (I would ‘%‘I'-'I ita modefler name
then) Perfecution , which is now on foot againft the Diffenters 5 at fo unfeafo-
nable a time , and vponno occafion adminiftred by them , that thofe who coms
prehend the reatoss, yet cannor but wender at the wifdome of ir, Yet 1am not
neither one of the molt credulous nickers or applyers.of natural events 1o bu-
main tranfactions ; but neither amn o fecure as the Learned Dr. spencer:, nor

ean wa'k along the world wirhout having fome eye o’ the conjuactures of |

God's edmirable Providerce. Neither was Adarcus Awrelins (thiat I may res
(i gy mater ), negligent asto this particular. Bur he, oblerving, as 4n-
zouinies hadthe Larthiquakes, thatinan expedition again.ff the Germans, and
Sarmatians: his Army being indelpairalmolt for want ofwater, ahe Afeli-
tine (aficrwards from theevent called the Thundring ) Legion, which confis
fted of Chriftians, kneel’d down in the very heat of their thirfband hght;. pray-
g for rain, which pofture the enemyes wondring at ; immediazely there
brake out fuch athundring and lightning as together with the Chriftian valoar,
routed the adverfe Army, but fo much rain fell therewith , asrefrelhed dwre-
lises his Forces that were atthe laft gaﬁa for thirft, he thenceforward commane
ded by his Letters 5 that upon pain of death none fhould infonm againft the Chria
flians , as Tertulian in his Apology for the Chriltians iwitneffes, But whaor
would bave believed that even Cemniodis, fo greit a Tyrant otherwife, fhould
have been fo favourableasromake a Law , that the informers againff Chriftia

ans fhould be punifked with Death? Yethedid, and the Informer againft A=

polioning was by it executed.. Much lels could a man have thonghe that, that
prod gy of cruelty Maximine , and who exercifed it fo feverely upan the
Chriftians ;- fhosld ; as he did; being firuck with God’shand, publith when it
was too lae Edigt afier EAi®, in great favour of the Chriltians. But above all,
nothing could have been lefsexpected then that, after thofe Heathen Empe-
rours, the firft Chriftian Conflantine (hould have been fecuced by the Bi-
fhops., tobe, afier them, the fiift accalion of Perfecution, fo contrary to his
own excellent inclination : "Twas then thache fpake hisown mind, when he
faid, Enf.de vivi Condti, 69. Yo onght to retain. within tbe bounds of your
private thoughts thafe things, which youcunningly and [wbely feck out coxcers
ping mioft frivolows gueftions. - And tlen much plainer, c. 67 where he faith fo
wilely. You are not ignorant shar the Philofophers all of themdo agree in the
Brofeffion of the fame Difcipline, bui do oftentimes dsffer in fume pare of the opis
niars which they doginatize in s bt yer , although they da diffent about the ' Difs
“ipline thar each feveral Seik abferveth, they neverthelefs reconcile themfelues
s_ga_iﬁ‘{nr the fake of that comman Pro/e(fion to which they have concurred. But
againit compulfion in.Religious matters fo much every where, that it isneed-
lefsta infert one paflage. And bebeing of this.difpofition , and univerfally Fa.
mous.for: his care. qnd counienance of. the Chriftian Religion, Exfebiu &mrg
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thefe words : While the people of God did glory and heighten it felf ivithe doing
-?( good things, and all fear [rom without was taken away, and the Chuveh war
ortifi' d ai 1 may fay, on all fides by 4 peaceable and illujtrions tranquility , them
Envy lying in wait againft our proiferity , eraftly ceptin, and began firfb te
dance i1 the midft of the company of E:’f-{vps + fo goes on, telling the Hiftory of
Alexander and Arrine, 1have been before large enough in that relation,
wherein it appeared that, contrary tothat great Emperours piots intention ,
whereas Eavy began ro datice ameng the Bifbops firft | the good Coinffantine
broughe them che Fiddles. But it appear'd likewile how foon he was weary
of the Bal , and toward his latter end, as Princes often doupon too late experi
ence , would haveredrefled alland retarned to his natural temper, Of the
other Chriftian Emperours 1 likewife difcourfed , omitiing, that I might in-
fere it in this place, how the great Heathen Philofopher Themifss , in his Con-
fular Oration , celebrated Foviwm for having given that toleration in Chri-
ftian Religion , and thereby defeated the flarsering Bifhops, which fort of men,
faith he witcily, doworworfbip Geod, but the Imperial Purple. :

It was thefame Themiftius that, only out of an upright natural apprebeni-
onof things, madethat excellent Oration afterward 10 Palens, which is in
Print, exborting him to ceafe Perfecution: wherein he chances upon, and im-
proves ihe fame noden with Conffantine's , and tells him : That he fhould ot
wender ac the Diffents in € brishian Religion, which werevery fmally if compared
with the multiinde and crewd of Opinions aniong the Gentile Philofophersy for
there were at leaftshree hundred differences, and awery great diffention aniong
thesns there was abene their refolistions , unto whicheach feveral Sedt was as s
were neceffarily boind up and obliged : and that God [eemed to intend more to
sllufPrare bis own glory by thar diver[e and unequalvaricty of Opinions, to the end
every cach one might thevefore fo much the move reverence his' Divine M aje-
fly, bécanfe isis not poffible for #ny one accurately to kuew bim. And this bad
a good effectupon Falens, for the mitigating in fore meafure his feverities a-
gawnit his fellow Chriftians, So that after having caft about, in this Summary
again, (whereby it plainly appears that according to natural right and the ap-
prehenfion of all fober Heathen Governours , Chriftianity as a Religion, was
wholly exempt from the Magiftrates juri{di®ion or Lawes, farther than ‘any
parvicular pexfon among them immorally tranfgrefled , as others, the ‘com-
mon rules of humain fociety)) T.cannot butrerurn to the Queftion withwhich I

an. Whatwas the matter? How cameit aboar ¢hav Chriftianity, which
approved it (elf underall Perfecutions tothe Heathen Lmpercurs, and - meris’
ted cheir favour {o far 5 tillar laft it segularly fuccecded 1o the Monarchy ,
fliould, tinder thofc of their own profeffion , bemore dilbrefled 2 Bur the Ans
fwer is now muchfhorter and certainer; and Fwill adventure -boldly te fay ;'
the grue and. fingle caufetien was the Bifhops. ' And they were the canfe a-
gainft reafon. For what powierhad the Emperours by growing ‘Chriltians,’
more then thofe had beforethem? None, viv hat obhgation were {;hri&Eﬂ
Lod 7 K2 Sul-
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Subje&ts under ro the Magifirate more then before # None. Bat the Magiftrates'
Chriftian authority was, whatche Apoftle deferib’d it while Heathen, ot to
be a terrorto good works, bue roeuil,. Whar new Power had che Bifhopsi ac=|
quired , whereby. they turned every Poarificare into a- Caiaphat # None. |
ncither? 2 Cor. 10. 8  Had they been Apoftles, The Lord had bur gi-
ven them Aurhority for edification , not for destrnélion. Tley, ofall other,. |
ought to have Pieached to the Magiftrate , the terrible denunciations in Scri-
pure againft ufurping upon and perfecuting of Chriftians. They, ofall othersy
ought to have laid before themilichorrible Examples of \God serdinary Ju-!
ftice again#l thofe that «xercifed Perfecution. - Bur, provided theyicould be the
Swearers of the Prince to.do all-due Allegiance tothe Church, and'topreferve:
the Rights and liberties. of the Church, however they came. by them, ! they
would give him as much fcope as he pleafed in matter of Chriftianity;and would:
be the firfto folicite him to break the Laws of Chrif?, and ply him wich hot
places of Scriprure in order to all marner of Oppreliion and Perfecitionin
Civils and Spirituals, So that the whole bulinefsthow thisunchriftian Tyran.:
ny came and could entitle it felf among Chriftians, againft the: Chyiftian pri-
viledges, was only thecale in Zech. 13.6.7.4nd one [lhall fay unta hins, whar:
arethefe wounds sn thy bands ? then he fhall anfiwer , thefe with which I was:
woinded in the houfe of my friends, Becaufethey were'all Chriftians ;-1hey;
thought forfooch they might make the bolder with them, make. bolder. with
Chrisi, and wopnd him againinthe hands and feet ; of liis members.. Becaufe:
they were friends they, might-ule them mare cow: fly, and abufe them, againgtalk
common civi.ity, in their own Loufe, whichis a Prote@ionto Strangers.. And
all this to the end that a Bilhop might (it with the Princein a 7wnto,, to confule
wifely how to preferve him from thole people that never meant him any. haim,
and to fecure him from the Sedition and Rebellion. of men thar feck, narthink;
any thing more but to fellow cheir own Religious, Chriftian Wosfhip,. It was
indeed as ridiculous a thing toitbe; Pagans tofeethat work , us it was afiervards.
in England 1o Rrangers,where Papiltsand Proteftants went both to wratk at:
the fame inftant, in the fame market., and when Erafmies faid wittily, Qid a-. -
gitur in Auglid 2 Confulitur he might have added though not fo elegarily,
Covburitur) de Religione. Becaule they: knew that Chri&iﬂﬂ:wlnrﬂﬁp ik
free by, Chrift's inftitution ;. they procureciche. Magiftrate to make Laws mit:
concerning things unneceflary ; As the Heathen Perfecuror: Fulian introduced
fomebordering Pagan Ceremonyes , and argn ng withthemfelves in the fame
manneras he did , Soz.l. 5. ¢. 16, Thauif Clriftians fhould obey thofe: Lawes
they (hould be able to bring thew about to Jometbing furiher which,they had defig-
ntdy Bit if they would sars then they might proseed dgainft _thens witboyt |any
bope of pardon ; jus breakgrs of  the, Laws of the Empire s.and. reprefene ithim. as.
turbident and dangerous to the Governmient.s - Indeed!, whatfoeven the Animad-

verier faith ofthe A of Seditious Gonventicles here in: England, as if it were,
Anvilld afier another of the Ramage. Senate,. the. Chiriftians. of thu_l:.ﬁﬁ 21
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Had al} the fineft rocles of Perfecution out’of 7ulian's Shop, and ludied him
thenas curioufly as flomedo now Muchidvel, Tliefe Bifhops it was who, be-!
cagle the Rule of Chridt was incomparible witli the Power thar they affumed ,
and the Vices they pradtifed , .had no way to render themfelves neceflavy or
tolerable to Princes | but by making true piecy difficulc, by Innovating Laws
to revenge them(elves upon it, and by turning Makebates between Prince and
People, inftilling dangers of which themfelves were thie Authors, 'Hence it
15 that having awakened this jealoufy once in the ‘Magiftrare again® ‘Religi-
on', theymade boihthe Secularand the Ecclefiaftical Government fo Une:}i}r'
rothim, that moft Princes began tolook uponiheir Subje&tsas their Enemies,:
and to imagine a reafon of State different fromthe Intereft of their People: and:
therefore to weaken themfelves by feeking unneceffary & grievons fupports o
their authoritys Whereas if men could bave refrain’d this cunsiag, and from
thence forcible, governing of Chriftianity, leaving it to its own limplicity-, and'
due'Liberty ; bur cauling thervin all ovher thingsto'keep the King’sand Chriff's
peace among themiclves anditowards otbers, allcheillthat could havelcome of
i would have been thar fuch kind' of Bifhops fhould have provd lefs imple-
mental , butthe good that mulk have thence rifen-to the Chriltian Magiftrate
and the Church ,. then and ever after ; wouldhave been inexprefiible. '
- But thisdifeourfe having ruh in @ mannerwholly 'upon ‘the Tmpolizion, of
Oreeds , may'feem povrodoricern (and I defire that ic may nor refiect “upan ¥
our Clergy ,nor the Controverlies which have fo'unbappyly vex’d our Church,
ever fincethe reignof EdwarditheSmth'untothisday, © Qnly , if there might
fomthing be pick’d out of ittowards the Compromifing of thofe differences
(¢ which I'has e not from any performance of mine the'vanity to imagine ) it
miay have ufe as-an Argument & Majeri ‘wd Adinus | their difputeshaving vifen
only fromthar of Creeds., ours from the Impoficioni only. of Ceremories
whicliare of much inferior confideravion. © Faith being neceffary, but Ceres
monies Delpenfable, Unlefs our:Church fhould lay the fame weightupon them
asthe Animadverter hasdone thorow his whole Siudions Chaprer onthat Sub-
ject, and becaule p. 34. this ss the time of ber fectlement | tihut theve ss a
Church at the end of everyl Mile y that the Sovereign Pewers fpread their
Wings to coverand proveld bey [ othan King s and Quiens are ber Nurfing Fas
thers and Nurfing Morhers'; vhat' fbehuab ffately Catbedrals; there befo
many arguments now to miake Cerémonies Neceflary : which may all be an-
fwered with one Queftion that they ufe toask Children. Where are you proud 2

But I (hould rather hope fromthe wifdom and Chriftianivy of the prefent guids »

of our Chruch, ‘thavthey willy (-after anageand more , afeer fo long a time
almof# as thofe Primirive Bifhops I have {poke of , yer [uftered-the Novarran
Bithops inv every Diucefs)) have mercy on the Nation , that hath been apon
follender amatter asthe Ceremoniestand: Litargy fo leng, fo miferably ta-
rafe’d,” Thatthey will have:mercy upon the King, whomthey know againit
his natural Anclipation;' His Ra]rakrlnwmiﬂn, his 'many Declarations, they
haye induced tomore Severities, then all the Reigns fincethe Conqueft will
2 con:aing
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-contain if fumm’d up together : who ma}rs, as Conflantine among his Private. [}’
Devetions put up. one Colleét to the Bilhops. Exfeb.devitd Confh, ¢, goi|
Dare rgitir smihi Dies tranguillos ¢ Nobtes amrarum cxpertes, | Aund it russ,
thus alinolt altogesher verbatim inthat Hiftorian, Grame woft mevciful Bie
[fhop and Pricft that I may bave calni days  and nights free from care and mio-
lefiation , thar | may live a peaceable life in all Godlynefs and honefty for the,
future by your good agreemeny 5, which unlefs you voushfafeme, I fhall waft a=_
way my Reign sn perpetual [adnefs and vexasson. ~ For aslong s the people of.
Gad Jiands dvuided by fonnjuft and pernicions a Contention jhow can it be thas,
I can have any eafein my own Spirit.  Openthevefore by your good.agreement,
the way ta.me, that I may continue my Expedition towards the éﬂﬂ' s and grane.
that I wmay [ec both you and all the rr}y of my people, baving laid afide your ani-.
mofitics o i cjeyeing togerber , that we may all with one vosce Liveland and glo-
7> forthe Commen good agreement and liberty,, 1o Gaod Almighty for ever,
Amen. | But if neither the People, nor his Majefty enter into their cofifider-,
asions -Lhepe it isno'unreaforiable requelt that they will be mercifal unto
themfelves ; and have fome reverenceat leaft for the Naked Trurh.of Hiftory 5
which either in their owntimes will meet with them , or inthe next age over-
take them: That they ; whoare fome of them fo old thar, as Cenfellors .
they wgre the Scarrs of the former troubles ; others of them fo young , that
they afe fiee from all the Morivesof Revengeand Hatred ; fhouldiyet joyn in
revivingthe former perfecutions upon thg pretences; - yea even themfelyesina
turbulent, military , anduncanonical manner execute Laws of their own pro-
curing, and depute theit inferior Clergy to be the Informers. 1 /hould rather
hope to fee not only that Controver{y fo feandalous abolithed, but tharalfo up-
on fo good an occalion as the Author of the Naked Trutk hath admini
them , they willinfpeétitheir Clergy , and caule many thingstobe corrécted ,
which are far more yuinous in the Confequence then the difpenfing with.a/Sur~
plice. I (hall mention fome oo 'confufedly’, as they occur to my Pen, atjpre-
fent , referving much more for better lealure.  Methinks it might be of grear
edification , that thofe of them who have ample poffeflions (hould beiin :;EM
fenle, Aulrasinter opes nopes, That: l."hc'ﬁr would infpect the ﬂﬂnl'!ﬂ_nif' ihe
ancient Councils , where are many excellent ones for the regulation of the
Clergy. 1faw one, locking butamongthofe of the fame Council of Nige 4
againit any Bifhops temoving from @ lefs Bithoprick to a greater ; nor thaiany
of the Inferior Clergy fhouldleave alefs living fora fawer. Thatis methinks
the moft Natural ufe ot General or any Councils to make Canons ; as it were
By-Laws forthe otdering of itheir own Society, but tb:z'nugbn noc o take
out, muchlefs forgeany Patent 1oinvade and prejudice rhe, Community , .
were good that the greater Churchmen relyed more upon themfelves, and
theirowndireétion; now building too much upen feipling: Chaplains : thar
men may not fuppofe che Mafker ( as one that has a good Horfe or a Fleer-
‘bound ) atributes to himfelf the vertues of his Creature. Thatihey infpect
the Morals of che Clergy: the Moral Hereticks , dothe Chureh more: h?llﬁl
r4in0) thea
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iﬁmafhheNEn—mnfurmiﬂs eando, orcanwifhit, That before they admic

sen to fubfcribe the Thiry' nine Articles for a Benefice , they try whether
they know.the meaning. That they would much recommend to them the rea-
ding of the Bible. Tis a very goed book, and if 2 man read it carctully .
will make him much wifer. * Thatthey would advife them to keep the Sab-
baih : if there were no morality in the day , yetthere is a great deal of pru-
dence in the obferving it.. Thatthey would inftru@ thofe that came for Hg[?
Ordersand Livings, tharitisa terrible vogation they enter upon , bur that
bas indeed the grf.-ateft reward,” Thattogaina Soul is beyond all the aequidls
of Traffick, dnd ro convercan Atlieift more glorious then all the Conquelts of
the Souldier. Thar, betaking themfclves to this Spiricual Warfare, they
oughit to difinrangle from the World. - That tirey do not ride for a Denchice
qsif it weie far a Fortune or & Miftrefs, bur there is more.in it, That they
tdke t,hFlMi'niﬂr'}r up not as # Trade, and, becaufe they' have heavd' of pbie-
o 'éfbrd Mayors of Lambeth, Fhat thiey make them under{fund., as well
as they can ; what isthe Graceof God. "That they do not ‘come into the
Pulpit too full of Fuftianor Logick, agood lifeis a Clergy man’s beft ' Syllo-
ifm , and the quainteft Orarory : and till they out-live 'm they will never ger
better of the Fanaticks , nor be able'to preach with Demonftration 3F Spi-

ll-lit or withi any effe@ or Authority.  That they be Lowly inded; andno

ailers.

And particularly , thatthe Archdeacon of Canterbury being in ill humor
upon account of his Ecclefiaffical Policy , may not continue to revenge himfelf
upen the jonocent Wallsens there, by ruining their Church which {ubfilts op-
on the Ecclefiaftical Power of HisMajefty and fo many of His Royal Prede-
eeffors.

But thefe things require greater Time, and to enumerate all that is amifs,
might perhaps be as endlefsas to number the People: nor are they within the-
ordinary fphxie of my Capaciry , and our Expofer will think I have torgor
him , I Thall take my leave of him for the prefent , being only troubled to find
out a Complement for focivil a Pecfon. Irmuftbe thus. :

1 will not fay as Pepilins faidto Antscchus , nor asDemofthenes faid to Ef-
chines, norasihe moft Learned P, cAredisd, O the Jefuite Gafpar Sciwe-
235 faid to the Animadverter , nor as Dalubella faid ro Cicera , nor as the Chri-
ftian Cicero faid to the Englifb Parliament , nor as the Koman Cencurion faid-
tothe Reman Enlign : burlwill fay fomthing like what Leanas {that prefiied:
from Confbantius at the Council av Seleuesa, whenthey made an endlefs Dif-
puting to no purpofe ) faid tothem : not, .Abice igitwr G in Eecle[i nugas
agite , but, good Mr. Expofer, whatdo you Loyicring like anidle Schollar,
and Animadverting liere in Town 2 get you home again, or it were better for
?mu ,.and Expofe and Animadvert, as longas you will ,, at your own Col-

edg.

singr o expetacion arihe Bll ay o chime S Ly o e furts

But as to anew Book frefh come out, Inticled, the Author of the Noked
i | . Tarurh



















